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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sessioiiy 1947~No. 1. 


The Council met in tlio LeprislatiTe Chamber of the Tiopislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the drd Feltfuary, 1947, at 2-15 p.m., 
bein^? the first day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 
of the Goyernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy Prasad Sinc.ii I{oy, k.c.i.e.), was 
in the ('hair. 


Oath of Members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable members who have not 
yet made or subscribed to their oath as required under section (17 of the 
Governnu'ut of India A«t, 1935, may do so now. 

'The following- lueuibeis took the oath: — 

MrX'^Kric ])('rmoi Doyne, and 
Mr. (ieiahl Josejdi Ketunan Hook. 

Obituary References. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, llon<»uiabh‘ nnmilKUs of the 
Coiiiiej!. it 1-. ilu* iiiel,mehol\ diil\ of the Chan (<» refer to llii^ demist* of 
soTiie <ij ll]t‘ liliisti lou'* soils of India and some /./-memhers of the B(‘n^.(ai 
liei,!'i'«laTi\e Ciuilieil shmm* the lloiist* mel last, 

I’.iiidit Madaii Mohan .\Ial.iM\a dieil at lh*n.m*s at a ript* (dd a^’c on the 
Ititli VoMMiiliel'. 19t(». Hi‘ wa" tlirne tdeeteti Ph'suletil *ol llit* ItidiaQ 
N.itioii.il Coii},'iess. A man of iiieal erndiluTn. his was a life dediealiMl to 
the >ei\iee ot his motherland. One of tlie ^’K'ate.st tnlucal ionists lit* was 
tlie toiiiidoi and life and soul of tlie Henait's riiivtU'sij \ . lit* was also for 
a ]on^' time a mt'uiht'r td tin* I'nifed Provirit'es Ce^^'islative Courieil and of flit! 
Impt'ii.il Le< 4 ‘ishit ive ('oiincil. He took y ‘iieal ]»art in tin* dtdiate on tlie 
How Lilt Bill. Pandit Malavua was a ore.it leadt'r of tlie Hindu Commiinitv. 
He was also associated with the Hindu Maliasabha movement. In his (h*aih 
India has lost one of her devolt'd stuis and a great ])atriot. 

Ml Prasanna l)ef» Baikiit, an /./-mmiiber of tin* old Bt'Ugal Jii'gislative 
Couneil and an <’./'-3iinister of Bengal, also died tluririg the rece.ss. 
Mr. liinkiit canit' from an ancient and arist<»eiatie family of yorth B<*/igai. 
He wa>« a genenms landlord and a .sincere friend, lie was a man of ammblo 
disjiosition and widely re.sjieeted in Bengal. We all mourn his loss. 

Ml'. Abdotjl Kezak Hajt'c Abdul Suttiw wdio was a member of the Council 
of State and a member ot the old Bengal Legislativi* Couneil also dic'd. 
Mr. xVbdool Kezak belonged to u respect aide ancient Cufchi Muslim family 
of Bombay and was eonneeteil with various ]>ubiie and eliaritable organisa- 
tions in Calcutta. He was one of the leading citizens of the city and was 
also associated with the Mu.slim ('hamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy was a member of the old Legislative Council 
and was also returned to the Bengal Legislative A.ssembly in 1937 and was 
later elected as it.s Deputy Speaker. He w’as a member of the ( alcutta 
Corporation for a long time. all mourn his loss. 

Nawabzada A. F. M. Abdul AH also died. He wa.s a member of the 
Bengal Provincial Civil Service' and retired from it several years ago. He 
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■was appointed to tlie post of Keeper ot Imperial Records of tlie Govern- 
ment of India in 1921. He also ofiiciated on dift'ereiit occ asions u> Librarian 
of the Imperial Library He was the Hoiiorai v Secretary, to tJie Board of 
Trustee of the Indian Museum. He was also a member and Secretary of 
the Indian Historical Records, lie was the first Indian President of the 
Calcutta Rotary Club. 

Mr. D, C. Gbose v/bo used to be t\ie Rresldent ot tbe Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust Tribunal died on tbe 14tb January Vast. He also served as a 
Commissioner of the ('alcutta Corporation in tlu‘ old regime and was : 
member of the old Legisliitive (,'ouncii. He was long associated with the 
late Surendra Nath Hanerjea. 

May their souls n‘st in p(*ace. 

I would' now re(juest tlie honourable mmnliejs to ri'sc in their jdaces as 
a mark of respect to ilic' depailial souls. 

(Members rose in tlndr places.) 

Thank you. Now with the pc'imiis.sion of llie House I would convey the 
symjiathy ol th(‘ la'gislative Council to the Tiiembeis of the bereaved iainilies. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Muslim education in Bengal. 

1. Mr. NUR AHMED: (n) Will the Hon'bh^ Minister in charge of the 
Education ])epa,rtni(Mit Ik* pleased to stati' whetlier any i)ost-war schemi' for 
rajiid sjiread of education of all kinds among tlu* Muslims of Rengal has lieeii 
prepared or is being prc'pan'd by the (iiovi'rnnicni to be ])ut in ojieration aiter 
the warl^ 

(Ij) Do tlie (iostMiinnuil of Hengal pi’opost‘ to creati' a special tund ot Rs.25 
lakhs for encouragement of Muslim education in Hengal as recommended in 
the resolution unanimouslv passed on the 11th August. 19dS, in the Hengal 
Legislative Council? 

(c) If not, ^’hy not? 

(fl) W hut special measures* have Immui taken by the (ioverninenl lor the 
rapid spnmd of education among Muslim girls in Himgal? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): Yes. 

(/>) (iovcrimient has decided t(» make a sjjeeial allotiiKUit of Rs.KI lakhs 
a year lor advaneemenl ol Muslim education and lias for the remaining 
montlis of till' current ,\ear already alloted Rs.J.db.OtXl. 

(c) Does not arise. 

{(/) Special measures taken hv Government for the sjiread of education 
among the Muslim girls — 

(/) cslahlishmeiit of a first grade Arts College in Calcutta — Lady 
HralHiurne College; 

' (u) creation of 12 scholarships for students in classes Y to X of the 
Sakliawat Memorial GirL’ School, (hileutta; 

(nt) creation of schoJnrships (14 of ICs.C ami 14 of Rs.8 each a 
month tenable for two years) for tlie Muslim girls reading m 
elass(‘s YIl to X of other Seeondaiv Schools in Bengal; 

Cr) creation of 4 scholarships of Rs.8 each a mouth tenable for four 
years (^awarded on the results of the Junior Madrasah Exami- 
nation) ; 

(r) creation of two graduate scholarships of R8.30 each per month tenable 
for two years; 
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(vi) creation of one graduate scholarship of Rs.30 per month tenable for 
one year at the Dacca University; 

(ri/) creation of three training- stipends of Rs.30 each per month avail- 
able for B.T. training; 

(vtu) special stipends are also awarded every y^ar from the normal allot- 
ment of the Director of Public Inatructiou for the beneht ol 
Muslim girls in educational institutions, madrasahs, schools 
colleges and Universities; 

(ir) out of the allotment of Rs. 1,00, 000 provided in the eiirrent year^ 
Education budget for maintenanee grants to madrasahs a sum oi 
Its. 25, 000 is being spent for aid to girls’ madrasahs; and 

u) a sum of about Its. 25, 000 is also annually spent for aid to madrasahs 
out of the normal allotment of the Director of 1‘ublic Instruction 
for the purpose. 

Mrt BUOY SINGH NAHAR! Sir, J find that the ([Uestion was to have 
been answered in 1044. May 1 know how many su(-li (jUt'slions remain 
unanswered and when they will he answered 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 do not think it is jios.silile foi- the ]fon‘hle 
Minister to answer that ‘((iiestion. That (jiiestion miglit he put to iho 
particular Ministers concerned. In any case, I shall ti_\ to find out from 
the (’ouncil Department how nian\ (juestion.s are still pending to In' 
answered. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will tin lion hlc 
Munster jilease stati' wliy this (juestmn remained unansw(‘red fm- such a 
long tiiiK*?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: lAi.bntly 
it was ovei looked. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the lloirhie Minister hi* pleased 
to state whetlit’r there has been ari_\ special allotnumt of iunds tor the 
advaiu'enuoit oi education of tin* menihers ol tlie other eomnyinitn's ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: lor the* 

Sc*h(‘duied Castes an additional grant of Us. .') lakhs is going to ht‘ allotted 
till.'. y(‘ar. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: h’or other conimunities, sueli as Hindus, 
etc. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: For 

Ruddlnst> and .\ nglo-{ndiari> we have allotted some funds. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Hay we know wh\ the nindu>. have 
been left out y 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: These (om- 

muinties are supposed to lx* l»a<kward in education and foi their educational 
advancement sr)ecia] grants have been iiroMded for. 

Supply of more petrol to the bus OMmers in Comilia. 

2. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ia) Will ilw Hon’ble Minister in 
charge o) the H<jme Department he jileased to state whether ([uite as many 
buses as are plying Iw'tw-eeii Fomilla and ('onipanyganj (2tt miles), between 
Comilia and Daudkandi (30 miles), and Iwtw'e^m Comilia and I.aksam ("16 
miles) are lying idle at Comilia for want of petrol? 

(6) Is it a fact that between all these stations, there is a huge concourse 
of travelling ])ul>iie many of whoinjiave to return di.sapfioin ted every day for 
want of even standing accommodation, not to speak of sitting accommoda- 
tion? 
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(c) Will Government consider the desirability of issuing more permits 
r licences to bus owners and arrange to supply them with required petrol 
) run them in addition to those buses which are now running to remove a 
mg-f'elt want of the public, particularly in view of the fact that there is no 
lilway communication in the direction of Coinilla-Companyganj or Comilla- 
'jiudkandi ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Iff Hi St Suhrawardy) : (a) There are three routes, viz., Comilla-Daud- 

andi, Comilla-rompanygani, Comilla-Laksain. On the first route 10 trips 
er day are made by 10 oui of ‘2') buses. On the second route 9 trips per 
ay are made by 9 out of 10 buses. The service on the Laksain route has 
Ben discontinued owing to the increase in the number of train services. No 
icrease in the number of trips is considered necessary at present and it is 
ot a fact that any buses on these routes are lying idle for want ol petrol. 

(b) No. The number of trips and the accommodation in buses have been 
icreased to cope adequately wdth the existing traffic. 

(c) The j)ower to issue permits is vested in the local Regional Transport 
.uthority and not the Provincial (jovernment. The Regional Transport 
uthority have nqiorted that the jaisition will be^ reviewed sympathetically 
rom time to time. The District Authorities are "authorised to issue petrol 
) stage carriages according to the actual demand. 

Security prisoner, Mr. Tarakeswar Prasad Sinha. 

3. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Hr. Humayun Kabir): (o) Will the llon'ble Minislc] m charge ot the 
lome De])inim(Mit h(‘ pleastal to .stale if Tai'akesw a?’ Iha^ad Sinha. a seciiTity 
ii’isoner in the Duni Diim (’entral Jail, was a slmhoil ot Jadahjiiir J*]ngineer- 
ng Colh'ge at tlu* time of his arrests 

ih) Is it a fact that on the KHh September, 1944, be applied to tbe 
rovei'niiH’nt lor jiernns.sion to (jualifv as an engineer (hiough a jmsial (‘oiirse 
hy t li (4 Ri'itisli Inslitnte of Rngineei' and J'echnologw (l/indontP 

(c) Are I Ik* (loveriiinent .pre[)ared to giant him ]>ej'missioK for under- 
iking the eoiirst* and to help him with necessary fei's tor tlie purpose h* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: r./t Rabu Taiakeswar ibasad 
iiilia was icleased troin the Ilhagaljuir ('(*nlral Jail on ‘JTlli ])('c(*mber, 1945, 

II transter from Ih'iigal. T ha\l‘ no intoi mat ion that he was a student ot 
luhu pur iMigiiiei'iiiig (Vdlegi* at the lime ot his aiiesi beyond liis owm 
^sertion in a petition. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Internment of Sj. Chittaranjan Das of Dacca. 

4. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 

Ir. Humayun Kabir): AVilt the Hon'hle M mister in charge ot the 

[onie Di'jiartim'iit he pleased to state it he is aware tliat Sj. ( 'hittaraiijan 
►as ot village ( ’hampakdi, post office Ichapur, in police-station Serajdigha 
i Dacca, has been home interned iu his village ^ 

(/i) Is he aware that the said Sj. (Iiittaranjan Das was a student of tbe 
.Se. class in tbe City College at the time of bis restriction? 

(r) Ls he aware that he has applied to the Registrar, Calcutta University, 
irongh the District Magistrate for jHU'iuission to appear at the B.A. Exami- 
ition this year? 

(d) Is he aw are that the said internee’s application has not been forwarded 
(7 the Divstrict Magistrate in suite of reoeated reminders? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


5 


1947.] 


(e) Is he aware that the said internee has been allowed no allowance 
or §^nt for his maintenance or education P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) The order of restriction 
on this person was cancelled on 11th October, 1945. 

(b) to (e) Do not arise. 


Detention of Mr. Heripada Das as a security prisoner. 

5. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAtl MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr.'Humayun Kabir): (a) Will the Huirhle Minister in charpv of the 
Home Department be pleased to state if he is aware that Mr. Haripada Das 
of Madaripur is now detained as a security prisoner in the Rajshalii JailP 

{b) Is he aware that the said Mr. Das maintained his family before his 
detention ? 

(r) Is he aware that there are five members in the said Mr. Das’s family P 

{(1) Will he jdease state the amount of allowance sanctioned (or mainte- 
nance of his faniily after his arrest P 

(c) Have the Government sanctioned any increase in his allowam*e to 
neutralise the increase in* cost of living:? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Ui) He has been released. 

■ {li) to (e) Do not arise. 


Security prisoner, Mr. Nirmal Sen of Dacca. 

6. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr, Humayun Kabir); {<n Will the ll<»n’l)lc .\linisi(M in dKir^i' ol tli<‘ 
IIoTiie l)t'])artiuent hi' pleaded to state il he i> awaic* that Mr. Niinial San 
of Dacca is (Ictaiiit'd as a socuiity ])iaso)n*i in tlit‘ lbi\a Special -lailP 

{Ij} Is it a* tact that Mr, Sen is a susjKM led T.B. jtatitmiP 

(0 Wliat arran^'cimnits lia\(‘ the (ro\ <*rnnient made fnr^his tn'atmentP 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY? (./) 11 has been n leased. 

(b) and (r) Do not arise. 

Admission of sick destitutes to the (lifferent hospitals in Calcutta. 

7. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Jogendra 
Nath Ray): W ill the HoJidtle Minislfi- in (*hai^.»c ot the Department of 
Health and Local SeJ(-Go\ (Uiiment he jilcased to stall*-- 

{/n the nnmhm of admissions of sirk dr>litutes to the iliflVreiit hospitals 
of Calcutta, since Deeembei, 1944, g-iving the niniiln'r sejiarutely 
month hy month ; and ^ 

ih) how many of them died in the hospitals, and how many of them were 
discharpi’ed P • 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: May I answer the (j nest ion on helialf o( the 
Hon’ble Minister in eharf»’ep 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, is It the jiracticc that the Ihirlia- 
meutary Secretary ma>' answer the (juestioiis \\hf*n the Hon’hle Minister is 
himself present P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is letter that the Hou'lile Minister himself 
should as far as pos.sible answer the questions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: To he more courteous to tlie 
House he should do so. 
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MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) and (5) 

A statement furnishing the necessary figures from December, 1944, to 
August, 194fl, is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to question No. 7 showing the number 
admu.nonSf discharges and deaths of ‘*Sick destitutes'^ in the A. G. 
{Ex-F .R.E .) Hospitals of Calcutta aurin/j December^ lfM4, to August^ 
1946. 

Year. Month. Admissions. Discharges. Deaths. « 


Docernbor 

476 

329 

222 

J aniiary 

3.31 

279 

150 

February 

2.34 

284 

97 

Marcli 

270 

230 

116 

April 

IfiT 

105 

82 

May 

82 

02 

43 

June 

100 

40 

48 

July 

1 22 

42 

62 

AugUHt 

152 

54 

51 

September 

169 

109 

68 

Ootobi'ir 

150 

77 

04 

November 

120 

74 

01 

December 

120 

40 

03 

January 

213 

09 

59 

February 

120 

73 

47 

Marcli 

127 

94 

47 

April 

113 

08 

34 

May 

107 

54 

32 

Juno 

140 

70 

58 

July 

133 

08 

54 

August 

90 

47 

52 


Promotion of Indian I.P. to the rank of Deputy Inspector.Ceneral. 

8. Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of tfie (’iiief Minister’s Department be pleased to state — 

((/) M’liy no Indian I.P. is promoted to the rank of Deputy Inspector- 
(feiiei'al ; and 

(b) whether there is any rule or order to the effect that every fifth, 
appointment in the rank of Deputy Inspector-Deneral will go !tio 
Indians V 

MINISTER in charge of the CHIEF MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (n) Indian I.P. officers are equally 
eligible for ju’oinotion to the rank of Deputy Inspector-tleneral of Police 
with European officers ami have in fact been ])ronioted. 

(6) No. 

Kha^ Bahadur CYA8UDDIN PATHAN: May I know how many of 
the Indian officers have been ])romoted to the rank of Dejnity Inspector- 
General within the last 10 years?’ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I ask for notice. It is not 
a matter that 1 can possibly be aware of. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that, under the rules for recruitment to the I.P. service, the age, in the 
case of Indians, is fixed at between 22 and 24 years whereas in the case of 
Europeans the age is limited to 22 years. The result is that the Indian 
officers retire before they attain sufficient seniority to be promoted over the 
European officers and unless there is a change of policy by the Government' 
ithere is no chance for some time to come for any Indian to get to the higher 
posts of Inspector-General or Deputy Inspector-General. 
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The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Instead of asking for 
nfonnation the honourable member is himself supplying me the informa- 
ion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It arises in this way. Sir, that 
(romotions are made according to seniority and my (jiiestioji is based on the 
act that the Indian officers before they attain sufficient seniority are 
lompelled to retire. 

Poundra-Kshattriya» 

9. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (</) Will the Hon hie Minister in charge of 
he Chief Minister's Department be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(n that the (ioverumcnt of Bengal accepted the name Boundra- 

Kshattriya in place of tlie caste-name “l*od” in tin* year and 

that His Majesty’s (jrovernmeiit was requested siibsecpicntly b\ the 
(iovej’ument of Bt*ngal through the (ioverninent of India to 
substitute the term Pouudra-Kshattriya for '‘Bod" in the (lovern- 
nient of India (Sclieduled Castes) Order, Odti^ 

I /> I If the answer to part (o) is in the attinnativi', will the Hon’ble 

yiimstei' be jileased to state w bethel' any information as to tlie amendment of 

he alore^aid Order has been (ditained b\ tln‘ (io\einnient of Bengal from 
die Secretary ot State for Imlial'' 

(Cl 11 not, will the llon’bh' Minister be pleastal to slate whetli(‘r lit' is 
[‘onsideiiHg (lie desirability for moving again His Majicsiy's ( lovm'nment 
through 1 he ( lovmnnient oi India toi the substitution ot Boundra-Kshat tri) a 
for the ii.iiiK* “Bod" in the ( iov<*nmn.*nt id' India (Stdi<‘duled Caste's) Ordei', 

ibdtiy 

The Hon»ble*Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: {a) (/) am) {n) Y<s. 

( h ) Xo. . 

(Cl Bills ( lovernnieiit has alM‘ad\ recommended to the' Se‘c*‘etar\ ot State 
through th(' ( io\ eriniK'iit ot India that the name' of tlu' caste' “lh)d" in the** 
Scheduh'e] Caste’s Ordei' should bo chaiigee] to* “Jhmnelra-Kshaltriya". The 
matter now rests entirely with the Secretarv ed‘ State*. 


Physical and military training for students of Bengal. 

10. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): 

Will the Hon'bh’ Minister in e'harge of the Home* l)e*partnient be jdease'd to 
state whether aii> jilan or '.e-heme has bt'(‘n prepareel b\ the (Tove’inim'nt ot 
Bengal to impart physical ami militaiy tiaining te) the stiieh’nts ot Bengal 
high schuols ami colleges and madrasalis ami aUo to inijiart ])h\sieal ami 
military training to the Oovernment officers of Bengal (ioveinim'nl bi'tween 
ages *J() to 40 years tor a penoel of one yeai or tv'or' It not, w h> not*:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: As legu Is schools ami 
madrasahs, the answer is in the affirnufti ve. It is h()])eel that improved 
physical education im-liiding eh'iiients ed militar.x tieining wouhl be jiossible^ 
to impart in the improveel tv]>e rd seeomIar,\ sclmoK (Tovi'iiimeiit are atte*nij)t- 
ing to set up as a jiosi-war ree-oiistruction mea-'iiie. Beir college' students, 
facilitie*s have been ju’ovieled b> the Cential (.jove*inment for military training 
of a limited number through the C.O.T.C. 

'2. Tlie Central (Tovernment have decieleel to start a National War 
Academy ami there is a pioposal to have feeder institutions attached to it in 
the Province. The Central (ioverninent are also consieb'ring the possibilities 
of establishing a National ('adet Hirps for imparting military education in 
schools and colleges. The proposahs are under con.sideration. 



8 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[3rd Fe 


3. Government do not consider it necessary to impart physical train! 
to their officers. Adequate facilities already exist for voluntary militj 
training of Government officers in the A.I.R.O., Auxiliary and Territoi 
Forces, etc. ^ 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: With reference to paragraph 2 of t 
reply, is the feeder institution to he a provincial institution' or will it 
managed by the C’entral Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The proposal is unc 
consideration, hut I think, generally speaking, that it would he a provinc 
concern. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Have the Provincial Government a 
scheme of their own for j)hysical and military training for students 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am afraid up till now t 
Government has not aj)plied its mind to il. 


Alleged melestation of a lady pedestrian on the 29th July, 1946, on 
Chowringhee Road. 

11. Miss E. M. ROBERTSON: Will the Hon’hle Minister in char^ 
of the Tlonn* Department he pleased to state whether he is aware ot tl 
fael that on ^Monday, the 29th July, 194(>, opj)os]te No. 4(1, Chowringln 
Hoad, eertain hooligan element consisting of hoys under 14 y(‘ar^ of ji«. 
niolested a lady ])edestrian walking* along the road at 12-30 p.m.? It s( 
will he kindly take steps to eradicate this evil from tin* city, namely, til 
molestation of women on the streets of Gah'utta hy these hooligan hoys? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No such incident was re])orte 
t(» the local polic(‘ or is known to have occurred. Any sj)ecifi(‘ ease hrougl 
to notice will h<‘ adetiuately dealt with. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about the specific case meritiont 
hy the qiiestic^ier? Was this matter referred to the police for enquirN ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I regret that this < ase wl 
not there specifically as it was not possible for us to contact the lad 
pedestrian unless we knew her name and address, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Was any attempt made to refer tlii 
matter to the police so that the police could contact the questioner and ge 
the name of the lady pedestrian ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: No attempt was made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Regrettable. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Was any attempt made to find 
out from the lady who jnit the (juestion further facts about the lady 
pedestrian ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: As I have said, no attempts 
were made. Obviously, it i.s a general event and it has nothing to do with 
the lady in question. What Miss Robertson evidently asks for is what can 
be done so that molestation of people by the hooligan element may he stopped, 
and as far as that is concerned, I hope Government is now sufficiently able 
both psychologically and physicall> to cope with the situation. 

Shadowing of Mr. Humayun Kabir by the agents of the Intelligence 

Branch 

12. Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR (oh behalf of Mr. Syed Badrudduja) : 

(a) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
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to state if lie is aware that agents of the Intelligence Branch have been 
shadowing Mr. Humavun Kabir, a member of this House, since August,. 
1942 ? ^ 

{b) Will he please state whether th^se agenfs were appointed under orders 
of the Government of Bengal? 

(r) (i) What reports, if any, have these agents submitted till now; and 
(,«) what action, if any, have the Government taken on such reports? 

{(1) If the reply to part be in the negative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister please state Avhy public money has been spent on these agents for 
so many years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a) No. 

(/;) to id) Do not arise. 

Police arrangement in Calcutta on the 16th August, 1946. 

13. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: {a) AVill the JL)irb]e Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

{i) that no })olice arrangement was made in (.’alcutia parti(‘ularly in the 
wards 19 and 18 on the Kith August, 194(), the date declared as 
the “Direct Acfion Day’’ by the Muslim League; 

(??) that a great many shops in Calcutta were looted b^ the yixnidas- on 
the very day: and 

(///) that no polic(* helj) \\as availalde to the shopkeej)ers in spite of 
soliciting help from the local police-stations? 

(/>) If the answer to part (a) is in the atlirmative, will the llou'ble 
Minister be j)leased to stat-e the reasons thereof? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Miiuster l>e pleased to lay on the Table a coj)y of 
the “Duty (.'harU” of the |)olice (officers and constables) of the j)olice-stations 
Entally, Taltala, Beniai>ukur and Dartala in (’alcutta, on the IGth and 17th 
August, 1946? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {a){}) No It ts not a fact. 
But the jjolice arrangements were made on the Hitli August. 

(ii) Yes, Shops were looted on that day. 

(///) Nr). A.s far as ])()ssil)le within the ahilitv of ])olice such help 
was given. 

{h) Does not arise. • 

(c) All police registers <:a)nnected with Calcutta diniturbain'es have been 
sent in original to the Enquiry Committee and therefore n,o ehart. of duty on 
these days eould be given. 

Attack of Dr. M. N. D^’s house by the hooligans on the 16th August, 1946.. 

14. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to .state whether it is a fact — 

(?t that the house ot Dr. M. N. Dey, a*Pr<»fe.ssor of the Calcutta Medical 
College, was raided by liooJigans with lat/iis, daggers, etc., on the 
16th August, 1946; 

(h) that Dr. Dey intormed the jxdice officers of Lalbazar for saving the 
male and female members of his family and i)roperty as well from 
the hands of the rnffians; and 

iiu) that no police help was given to Dr. Dey at that time? 

(b) If the answer to i)art (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who were the hooiigan.s and why the police officers did not 
care to take steps in this matter? 
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, (c) Did the Ooverament communicate the orders to the police in Calcutt 
not to take steps whatsoever against the looting, robbery, theft, etc., on th 
16th and 17th August, 1946? 

Thfi Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a)(i) and (ii) It has beei 
ascertained from Dr. Dey that on the 16th August, 1946, at about 1 p.m., j 
large mob attacked his house at P/32, Ganesh Chandra Avenue, and causec 
damage. Dr. Dey rang up Lalbazar. 

{ill) On the 16th August, 1946, when thednformation came the force wai 
all ogt in other areas. So no party could be sent at the time from Lalbazar 
{}>) The identity ol the hmdigans is unknown, teply to {a){in) above 
(c) No. 


Communal riot in Calcutta on the 18th August, 1946. 

15. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Jogendra 

Nath Ray): Will the Hrui’ble Minister in cliarge of the Bbme Departnient 
be j)J eased to state — ^ 

(rt) cause or causes of tJie communal riot continuing on the 16th August, 
1946 ; 

(h) the number ot (/) deaths, (ii) wounded persoiis, and (///) houses buiuit 
or looted, giving se]>arately the niunlx^r of Hindus and Muslims; 

(c) the ste|)s taken b\ the (lov(‘rnment to biing the situation under con- 
trol ; and 

id) if he will make a general stalenient on the whole subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: {a) to {(J) These matters have 
been referred to an Ln(iuir\ Commission appointed b\ the (Tovernnient of 
Dengal, and Government do not consider that it would 1 h‘ projuu' to anticipate 
the findings of the (kunmission before its i-eporl is submitted. 

Strike of the staff of the Imperial Bank of India. 

16. Mr. ,NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: {a) Will the 

Ilon'ble Minister in cliarg(‘ ^)f the Finance Depaitment be ])ieased to state 
if he is aware tliat all tiie branches fd the Imperial Dank oi India working 
in this Provinci' have ceased to lunction owing to the strike of its staff? 

{b) If 80 , have the Government taken any steps to provide facilities for 
the public to cash ])uy orders issued by the Government in all its departments 
upon the lm]K‘rial Dank branches'^? 

(r) If not, do tile ( b»\ eminent projKise to lake immediate steps to pro- 
vide such tacilities:^ 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. MOHAMMED ALI): (n) Yes; the strike has since been called oft 
with effect from tlie Kith September, 1946. 

{h) Arrangements were made for the carrying out of treasiin' functions 
in the banking treasuries as far as jxissible during the jK^riod of the strike. 
\r) Does not arise. 

Recommendations of Mr. Kirby, Rationing Adviser to the Government of 
India, regarding balanced diet, milk scheme and midday feeding in 
schools, etc. 

17. Mr. 8ULTANUpDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): 

{a) Will the HonTde Minister in charge ot the Department ot Health and 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state it the attention of Government 
of Bengal has been drawn to the recommendations of Mr. Kirby, the Ration- 
ing Adviser to Government of India, regarding vital importance of balanced 
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diet industrial canteens, milk scheme, midday feeding of school children, 
opening of nutrition restaurants to display model food and to tram people 
to prepare balanced food, food advice centres for disseminating knowledge 
about balance food ? 

(A I It so, liave the Govenimeiit of Rengal taken an.x .stej) so tar to 
implement any of these recommendations? 

(f’> If 80 , what are they ? 
id) If not, why not? 


The Hon’We Mr. MjpHAMMED ALI: {a) \es. 

(M to id) Government in the health and Local Self-Government Depart 
ment have already approved a Public Health Nutrition scheme, as a post- 
war tlevefopnmnt^meaWe, which envisages the creation of a nutritional 
organisation at the Provincial Headquarters. Its function will mainly 
include periodic^ nutritional health survey, studying the composition of 
foods available in the I’rovince, investigation into the problem oi tech- 
nology of foods with a view to lietter utilisation and conservation ot 
luifritive iactors of foods, arranging shiirt course of 1 raining on diidarios, 
organising ]>ropi|iganda of food and nutrition, etc. 

A scheme for setting up a model nutrition restaurant is under prepara^ 
tion in the Directorate of Pationing. 


Government in the Education Department have got a tiffin scheme for 
boys and girls of aideil high schools and senior madrasahs of Bengal 
(iiicludiiig 'L'iilciitta) with an annual provision of Ks.'fbjOOO. Tliat 
Department also contributes towards a school-feeding scheme of the All- 
India Institution , of Hygiene and Public Health for primary and secondary 
school children in the Singur Health Dnit. 

As legards industrial canteens, the policy of Government is to encourage 
the establishment of cooked food canteens at factories and for this purpose 
an aiiotmeut of rationed articles up to 50 per cent, of the normal allotment 
IS sanctioned by ‘the Pationiiig Directorate. As far as information is avail- 
able, there are* 283 canteens set up by factory authorities or ^ther parties 
supjilymg meals or snacks and tea or both, which cater to 171,000 labourers 
and other persons daily. 

(fov|;rnmeut have no milk scheme of their own but it is understood that 
several factories and such charitable institutions as the Indian Red Cross 
Society who are financed by the Government have made arrangements for 
su])])ly]Tig milk free or at eonec.ssiona] ?-ates«to certain classe.s of persons. 


Creation of the post of Additional Surgeon to the Calcutta Medical College. 

IS. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government l>e pleased 
to state when and under what circumstances the post of Additional Surgeon 
to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital was created ? 

(5) How many B.M.S. and non-B.M.S.*men were appointed to the post 
from 1935 to 1946? What was the tenure of service of each one of them? 

(ci Was there any application from a senior B.M.S. or B..G.S. man with 
E.R.C.S. qualification for the post in 1941 ? Did he serve as Senior Surgeon 
in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medieal Cojlege from 1941 to 1944? 
If so, what was the record of his service? 

id) Was any one outside B.M.S. appointed to the post between 19 Ih 
to 1944 in preference to the said E.R.C.S. ? If so, what was the reason? 

ic) Did the said E.R.C.S. send a*memorial to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor of Bengal in 1944? If so, what was the result? 

2 
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Th0 Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) The poet of Additional St 
geon, Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, was created in July, 1923, 1 
the proper and efficient working of that hospital. 

» 

(h) Two IIM.S. and one non-B.M.S. men were appointed to the post fro 
1986 to 1946. Their tenure of service ie shown below — 

]>r. P. N. Roy, F.R.c.s. (Ekg.), non-B.M.S., held the post for 5 yea 
from 17th June, 1^36, to 16th June, 1941. 

l>r. M. Arneen, n.M.s., held the post from 17th June, 1941, to 8th Jan 
ary, 1942, and again from 17th November, 11144, to 23rd Ma 

1945. . ; 

I>r. Tinkari Acharjee, n.M.s., has been appointed to act in the post sine 
!22nd October, 1945. ^ 

During the intervening j>eriods the work of the post was managed b 
internal arrangement. 

(c) Yes. Dr. S. C. Sinha, f.r.c.s. ^Edin.), Professor of Anatomy, of th 
B.G.S. (formerly of B.M.S.), applied lor the post in 1941. He served as 
Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medical Colleg 
Hospital, Oahmtta. His w(u‘k appears to have l>een satisfactory. 

(d) None outside the B.M.S. was appointed to the jxjst between 194 
to 1944. Dr. M. Ameen, the then B.M.S. incumbent of the post, was depute 
for A.R.P. work for some time. But as he w^as permitted to retain a lie 
on the post of Additional Surgeon, Medical (-ollege Hospital, Calcutta, th 
work of the post during his absence was managed by the Second Honorar 
Additional Surgeon of the Medical College Hos])ital by way of interna 
arrangement. 

(e) Yes. His Excellency considered the memorial and decided that th 
memorialist could be considered for apj>()intment to a senior Surgical jx)s 
in the Medical (Villege Hosjutal only after he had replenished his surgica 
skill by serving for a. year as a teacher of surgery in a medit-^al school. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL; F rom answer (r ) it appears tha 
Dr. S. C. Sinha served as a Senoir Surgeon in the Fmergency Medica. 
Service in the Medical ('ollege Hospital, ('alcutta, and it appears also froir 
answer (^c) that he could he ('onsidered toi a})pointiueii1 as sucli after he had 
replenished his surgical skill, etc. Ibit will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state whtdlier serving as Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medica j 
Service was not sutheient (jualification foi this ajipointment and was it not 
sulHeieiit to lephuiish his surgical skill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is asking tor information. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, it is a point for information, 
Because the Hon ’hie Minister has said in the answer that “He served as a 
Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medical College 
Hospital, Calcutta." 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It was for a very short period. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Was it not sufheient foi 
replenishing his surgical skill 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That w^as not considered 
sufficient for the purpose of holding a high post in the Surgical Department 
in the Medical College, Calcutta. Moreover, he must also have teaching 
experience, because the Professor of Surgery is also Professor of Clinical 
Surgery and has to teach in the Medical College. 
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AppointnMfit of nen-i.M.S. men to the po^ of Professor of Clinical Surgery 
in the Calcutta Metficaf College. 

19. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Oovernilnent be pleased 
to state when and under what circumsttmces the post of Professor of Clinical 
Surgery in the Calcutta Medical College was made open to non-I.M.S. menP 

ib) Was the post advertised and selection made through Selection Board 
or Public Service Commission? 

(c) Was the post ever advertised for Muhammadans only? 

(d) Does the post come under provision of Communal Ratio Rules ? 

(e) What was the report of the Public Service Commission on the merits 
of the Muhammadan applicants? 

(/) Was the post again advertised for temporary aj)pointment ? If so, 
(»n what grounds? 

((/) Why was not the present incumbent made permanent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (n) and (h) Prior to 1927, both the 
posts of Professor of Surgery as well as of Professor of Clini(*al Surgery were 
reserved for l.M.S. oflScers. Since March, 1927, the latter jmst was 
dereserved, but T.M.S. otfce^s continued to hold it till dlst March, 1931. 
The post was then filled uj) by non-I.M.S. offict^rs after advertisement, on 
the T'eeouimendatiou of Selection Committees appointed fi’om time to time 
until the constitution of the Provincial Public Service ('ommission. Under 
the l.M.S. tt^ivil) (Reserved Posts) Jtules, 1939, which superseded all pre- 
vious orders oii the subject, one of the two ])osts of Profe.ssor of Surgery and 
Professor of (’linical Surgery, Medical Colh'ge, Calcutta, was reserved for 
l.M.S. cfbcers Sinc(^ then the post of Professor of Surgery was being held 
by l.M.S. ofbcers and the other post filled by non-I.M.S. offi(‘ers who are 
apf)ointed on the recommendation of the Public Service (Commission after 
advertisement. . 

(r) When a ^vacancy occurred in 1913 which uas to lx* filled up on a 
tcnipoiary f)a>is,* it was reserved toi Muslims and advertistxl thiough Public 
Service Coniniission. • 

(d) Yes. 

(c) Tile Publ](' Sersicc (’ommission did not cousiilei’ any ot the applicants 
aiituble toT t)ie post. 

(/) Yes, in aci'ordaniaj with tlu^ jirinciple ot the (’ommiinal Ratio Rules 
he }inst Was thrown open to candidates of ail communities. 

(ii) Tlie ]K)sf was tilled up only temporarily during the war. The candi- 
late selected toj‘ lemjiorarv ap]>ointinent cannot be considered for |iermanent 
ij^xiintnieut except after readvertisement for a yiermancnt vacancy with due 
■egaid to the (’omniunal Ratn» Rules. 

Kala-azar in Bengal. 

20. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL; Will the Hon ble Minister in 

charge of the Department of Health and Tjocal Self-flovernment be pleased 
to state — 

(n) the daily average number of kala-azar patients attending the outdoor 
of (Ailcutta School of Tropical Medicine in 1944 and in 1946; 

(b) if it is a fact that most of the ca.ses eanie from Entally and Tiljala 

areas within Calcutta; 

(c) if it is a fact that kala-aztir is rapidly spreading in the districts of 

Murshidabad, Dinajpur, Rangpur, Mymensingh, Faridpur and 
Bakarganj reaching an sdarming figure in 1945-46; 
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(d) if any expert was sent to- the affected areas for investigation; if so, 

what was the report; and 

(e) what steps the Government are taking to prevent and check the 

progress of kala-azar in Bengal? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) 1944-47. 

1946 (up till 15th August, 1946) — 122. 

(b) Most ca&es come from Entally, Tiljala, Taltolla, Wellesley Street 
and Ripon Street areas. 

(c) Figures of mortality show some, though not alarming, increase in the 
number of deaths from kala-azar in all the districts mentioned except Farid- 
pur since 1941. In Faridjmr the position has been more or less stationary. 

(d) Surveys to investigate the incidence of kala-azar were conducted in 
several districts including Faridpur among the districts mentioned. The 
survey in Faridpur revealed that the incidence was stationary. 

(e) Besides the usual grant of Rs. 1,20,000 for maintenance of kala-azar 
treatment centies and supply of kala-azar specifics, an additional sum of 
Rs.20,000 was sj)ent for purchase of specifics and their distribution to 
different District Boards in l045-4ti. 

Thnv hundred and fiv(‘ Mobile Medical Units, 120 Government-aided 
Medical Ti’nits and all the Auxiliary Governmeift Hospitals, Government and 
District Board hos])ita]s and dis])en.saries are now providing treatment for 
kala-aza?- cases. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHARs Are the Govei’iiment taking any parti- 
cular step in the Fntally, Tiljala areas where kala-azar is mf)st prevalent? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May we know what stejis he proposes 
to take or are taking to combat kala-azar? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: By opiming up of treatment 
centres and distribution of sjiecifics and inducing the sufferers to come to 
the tri'atnient c(*iitres and get ///w/ .sfifun/u/tc injected. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Has any cenfn' been opened? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The centres are located in the 
adjacent hospitals. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : In spite of the action 
taken by the Government to fight this disea.se, it ajipears that, except in 
Faridpur, the incidence ol moitalitv inci easing. Have tin* Government 
considered any further action necessar\ to eradicate this disease from the 
moffusil or to fight tliis menace in any .substantial manner? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. The honourable 
member may perhaps be aware that Government have now auxiliary 
Government hospitals distributed throughout the province and since the 
reopening of these hospitals, 1 mean re-conversions from F. R. E. hospitals, 
the situation has considerably improved and these hospitals are now in a 
better position to tackle Kala-azar. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: These mobile units are 
there for some years and from all that thci Government have done it does 
not appear to have made any impression upon the prevalence of this disease. 

I would like to know whether the Government are devising some other 
means, .some moie effectiv(‘ means, to tight tliis disease. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, Sir. These Auxiliarv 
Government Hospitals and the mobile units working in conjunction witn 
those hospitals will he able to cope with the situation better than what the 
mobile units have been doing hitherto. 
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Repairing of the road from Satkhira to Itindaghat. 

21, Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Health and Local Self-Governn viit be pleased to state 
whether he is aware — 

(z) that the road from Satkhira to Itindaghat (24-Parganas) is very 
important for the people of Khulna and 24-Parganas ; 

(iV) that the above road is the only way to Calcutta for a large number 
of people of Satkhira and Basirhat subdivisions ; 

(zz/) that the road has been damaged in the rain and that all ihe com- 
munications have fully been stopped ; and 

(/r) that a considerable nunibei of jia.sMUiger.s ot both sexes undtogo 
much hardship? 

(/>) If the answer to part (o ) is in the aflirniat ive, is Ih© Hon'hle Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps for lepairing the road? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the District Board of 
Khulna is taking no stc'p whatsoever for re])airing the road? 

(f/) Is it a fact that the heavy buses allowed for plying on the road for 
last few months have cau.'i^'d the damages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; (zz) (n and (/r) Yes. ^ 

{//} No. Ido'ri' is allot iu'r tail wtaithei' load to ('alcult,t r/o \avatiiii toi’ 
the people of the Satkhira subdivision. 

(z'zij The load has been damaged but the communication has nevio been 
fully stopped. 

( /> I < joveriniitmt inttoid to improvt* this road, w hii !j iias bemi included in 
the first five-year plan of Works and Buildings Dejiarirnent for improvement 
of communicatioys throughout the Provim*e. 

(r) The Board has sfient about two and a half times its normal ]»re-war 
grant for the rodd, i.e,, Us. 17,858 per year on the average during th(*s(' two 
rears, agfainst Rs.7,o41 per year in pre-war tinn*. 

(z/) Yes, to a large extent. , 

Education of Muslims in Bengal. 

22. Khan Bahadur A. M. SAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
\hmed): (a) Will the ITon’ble Minister in ehargi* of the Education 
lepartrnent he pleased to state whether it is*a fact that the Muslim education 
n Bengal has receivc'd a serious setliack during the war emergency of the 
Yorld War II and Bengal famine of 1948 and the number of Muslim students 
n all classes of educational institutions has lieen considerably deereased ? 

(b) M hat was the percentage of number of Muslim impils in 1945 in 
lengal in all classes and all sorts of eilucaiional institutions, namely, primary, 
ecomlary, collegiate, Lniversitv, technical, professional, nu'dical, art and 
ommereifll, and what was the percentage of decrease of Muslim pupils in 
besp institutions in 1945? 

(r) M hat special measures are being taken to make up the deficiency in 
luslim education in Bengal and to establish a Muslim University as rocom- 
aended by the Madrasah Education Uommittee in their report of 1941? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN H08AIN; (ai It is difficult 
0 say to what extent Muslim education in Bengal received a setback due to the 
^'ar and the famine. There has been a decrease of stiuhuits in certain idasses 
f institutions but in others there has been an increa.se. 

(b) A statement furnishing the figures is laid on llie Table. 

(c) A special fund of Rs.lO lakh.s (including Rs. 8(1, 000 for Medical) has 
leen created for the improvement of Muslim eilucation and everv attemnt is 
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Statement referred to in reply to question No. 22. 

1940-41. 1944-46. 



Number of 
Muslim 
pupils. 

Percent- 

age. 

Number of 
Muslim 
pupils. 

Percent- 

age. 


In Primary stage 

1,763,096 

64 -9 

1,666,792 

64 -5 

-97,304 

In Middle stage 

56,876 

80 -1 

74,642 

31 -9 


In High stage 

50,433 

25 -3 

66,691 

26 0 


In Arts Colleges (me hiding 
Universities), 

7,676 

20 -7 

7,084 

19 -3 

-592 

In Professional (vollegen (in- 
cluding Medical Colleges). 

815 

12-2 

976 

16-4 


In Technical Schools (includ- 
ing Industrial Schools). 

2,392 

26 -4 

1,962 

28 3 


In Arts and (Joinrnorco Schools 

566 

21 8 

440 

24 1 


In other Special Schools 

139,016 

77 6 

134,193 

74 9 

-4,823 


Experts from New Zealand to start dairy farms. 

23. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : {a) Will the Hou ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state if experts from New Zealand were recently brought by 
,the Government of Bengal with a vie^^ to start dairy farms'in this Province? 

(b) If so, are they htill in the employment of the (jovermnent of Bengal? 

(c) Have the (JO^ eminent started any dairy farm since the arrival of the 
experts ? 

(d) Do the Government intend to start dairy farms in the mufassal dis- 
tricts in the near future ? 

(e) What was the total amount sjient over the New^ Zealand experts 
including their travelling expenses, pay and allowances ? 

(/) What work, if any, have they doner' 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
FORESTS and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain); (a) Yes-- 
to advise Government about the development of dairy and poultry in thi 
Province. They arrived on the 5th September, 1944. 

(6) Mr. Haddon, the Poultry Expert, left on the 9th June, 1945 
Mr. Singleton, the Dairy Expert, on the 14th June, 1946, and Mr. •Ballinger 
the Animal Nutrition Expert, on the 13th October, 1946. 

(c) A Central Livestock 'Research-rww-Breeding Station is beinj 
established. This scheme includes the establishment of a dairy farm com 
plete with a dairy factory. 

(d) No. 

(e) Rs.1,10,790. 

(/) During the 9 months Mr. Haddon had been in Bengal, he advised o: 
the preparation of a programme of work relating to poultry to be carried ou 
at the Central Livestock Research-cwm-Breeding Station. He also helpe 
in preparing a syllabus on poultry^ keeping for the degree course at th 
Bengal Agricultural Institute, Dacca. In addition to this, he gave a shoi 
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In collaboration with other officers of the Directorate of Agriculture, 
Mr. Singleton carried out a sun’ey of milk supply of Calcutta. He assisted 
in the preparation of a blue-print for the Central Breeding and Research 
Farm at Haringhatta in general, and for the dairy factory in particular, and 
jdaced orders for equipment from abroad. He was placed in charge of the 
Dairy Development scheme sanctioned with financial assistance from the 
Government of India. 

Mr. Ballinger prepared a scheme in collaboration with other New Zealand 
experts in which it was recommended that the livestock improvement in 
Bengal should be implemented by the formation of an Animal Husbandry 
Section of the Department of Agriculture which would consist of extension, 
research and cattle breeding. The scheme was accepted by Government and 
the establishment of a breeding and research station at Haringhatta was 
approved as a jjart of the programme. He worked as T/iaison Officer for the 
scheme among the various departments of Government concerned. He drew 
up plans for the cattle sheds, laboratory and general layout of the area and 
ordered for necessary equipment for the research station. 

Mr. Ballinger formulated, in collaboration wiih his colleagues, the scheme 
for the Central Livestock Research-c?x'm-Breeding Station at Haringhatta 
and, on the sanction of the scheme by Government, helped in drawing up a 
blue-print for the farm. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : May I take it that at 
a cost of its. 1.10,79(1 we have got only a survey made by one officer, a 
'^eln-ine, and a ])laM 1)> anotluo’ and a blue pinnt, b\ a lliiid ofticiM ? Is that 
all that we have got tor all this sum ‘r^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08SAIN; The honourable member will 
find that in the answer; he will find that they <lid many other things 
besides. Mr. TTaddon had prepared a syllabus and other things and gave 
lectures, etc., a,t Dacca. I need not say more about the others; they will 
all be found in the answ’er. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Well, save and except 
these lectures and schemes and plans, have got anything tangible in 
Bengal for a sum of one lakh and odd ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08AIN: I do not understand what the 
honourahle member means by “tangible”. We have got a Research-cwm- 
Breeding Station at Haringhatta and a Difiry Development Scheme will he 
started very soon. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Are these officers still 
here ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: No. It is in the an swer that 
they have already left. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Can we expect a drop 
of milk from the advice that we have got from these officers? 

(No reply.) 

Fruit industries and fruit cultivation in Bengal. 

24 Khan Bahadur A. M. 8AHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state what special 
measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal to foster and help 
fruit industries and fruit cultviation in Bengal? 

(6) If so, what are they? • 

(c) Do the Government of Bengal propose to set up a Fruit Development 
Board as recommended by the Fruit Advisory Committee? 

(d) If not, why not? 
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The Hon’blo Mr. AHMED H088AIN: (a) and (d) The following schemes 
have been initiated by Government to foster fruit cultivation in Bengal : — 

(U Scheme for distribution of j)apaya seedlings; 

(2) Scheme for distribution of pineapple suckers; and 

(3) Scheme for distribution of banana suckers. 

Bengal is a deficit area in fruit production. Until fruit cultivation is 
increased so as to produce a surplus over demand the question of develop- 
ment of fruit preservation industry on a large scale would not arise. 

(c) A combined advisory board consisting of Bengal, Assam, Bihar and 
Orissa is proposed to Ik* constituted with headcjuarters at Calcutta, and with 
2 members from Bengal, one official of the Directorate of Agriculture repre- 
senting Government and one non-official scientist representing consuniei<. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Have these schemes begun working^ 
Or are you still distributing seedlings? 

The Hon*bfe Mr, AHMED HOSSAIN: We have got a Hortn ultural 
Station at Krishnagar. Besides this distributioiK we liave had gialt-^ of 
mangoes licdiis, etc*., distributed, and in the coming year we ho])e lo make 
distribution of other grafts. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN; AVIiciv and to ulom has 
this distribution been made? 

The Han»ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Whx, all om il.c pi om r 

Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN: Does it include the 
mofussil, T mean the villages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 think so 

Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN: At least ue are not aware 
of such a thing. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer (3) — ‘^rntil 
fruit cultivation is increased so as to produce a sut‘})1us over demand the 
question of development of fruit preservation industiy on a large scale 
would not arise” — is the Hon’ble Minister aware that tomatoes are .some- 
times selling at Re. I ])er maiiiid ami sometimes Ke. 1 per seer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN; That is wh\ there is large scale 
flchemes for fruit production. There are new private firms for the produc- 
tion of vegetables and fruits under Government supervision. 

Uncultivated tract of land near Ranaghat. 

25. Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN; Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture. Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whetlier he is aware that a vast tract of land covering an area of 
many miles on both sides of (he Railway line beyond the Rana- 
ghat station is lying uncultivated for a long time; 

(h) why no steps have yet been taken to bring this land under cultiva- 
tion; and 

(c) w'hether there are any difficulties to bring this land under cultiva- 
tion and, if so, what are the difficulties? 

The Hcil’blo Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) 'the Bengal and Assam Railway* authorities have been requested to 
let out the lands under their control and as a result a large area of such lands 
has been settled. 
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(c) There are great difficulties in bringing these lands under cultivation. 
Nadia is a malaria-ridden district of decaying rivers and very extensive 
schemes of irrigation, drainage, and malaria control are necessary to reclaim 
these lands permanently on a large scale. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAMS Has 'any attempt been 
made for settlement of the lands* or to solve this difficulty.® 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Sir, I would add for the infor- 
mation of the honourable member that until tlie land is resumed by Govern- 
ment no improvement can be started. So (lovernment have in view a 
legislation for the resumption of these waste lands. 

Eradication of water-hyacinth nuisance in Bengal. 

26. Khan Bahadur SYED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY: (n) Will 

the lloirble Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and 
Fisheries be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take to 
eradicate the water-h vacinth nuisance in the Province? 

(h) Have the Goveriunent any comprehensive scheme for the same? If 
so, will the Ilon’blo Minister please give the detail thereof? 

(c) What pait of the scheme, if any, has been given effect to and with 
what result? 

The Hon’blo Mr, AHMED HOSSAIN: («) to (c) A comprehensive scheme 
for the control and eradication of water-hyacinth has been drawn up which 
is nt)w under consideration of a Technical (’ommittee apj)ointed by Govern- 
meiil. A cof)y of the scheme is placed in the Library. When the (\)m- 
niiitee’s report is received (tf»vernment will consider what ('an he done to 
deal willi the {jroblem. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : May I encjuire when 
this comprehensive scheme was prepared hv the G(jvernment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: b think a year ago along with 
all other schemes under the Development Committee. It is scheme No. 29 
of the Blu(‘ Book. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NA'TH MOHOLANABISH: ( annot the Hon ble 

Minister be more definite — it is only a y#ar ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08AIN: I cannot .sa> moic' (bdinitely. 

Mr. LALI'T CHANDRA DAS: Was it under the consideration of 
another Committee? 

The Hon’bie Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: It was under t}i«‘ consideration 
of a technical committee und(*r the Development Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When was it ajjpointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: It was a Standing Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Has it fim shed its labour? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Since then it is reported that 
the scheme is not feasible. 

LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then it means that all labour and 
money is wasted. Have you ant other scheme for eradicating water- 
hyacinth. 

(No answer.) 
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Accumulation* of water-hyacinth in the river and low lands. 

27. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware of the huge loss of paddy crops every 
year due to the accumulation of water-hyacinth in the rivers and 
low lands; and 

(h) if the Government have any scheme or plan to seriously combat the 
accumulation of water-hyacinth and to permanently eradicate the 
same from Bengal at an early date? 

The Hon’ble M^. AHMED H088AIN: (a) Yes 

(b) A comprehensive scheme for the control and, if possible, eradication 
of water-hyacinth has been drawn up and is now under, the consideration of 
a Technical Committee appointed by Government. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H ; The Hon’ble Minister 
has already answered with reference to question No. 2G and has repeated 
with reference to question 27 that it is under the consideration of a technical 
oommittee. Now I understood the Hon’ble Minister to say that that 
scheme has been found to be unworkable. If so, will he kindly tell us if 
the Government have Jiny other scheme so far as eradication of water-hyacinth 
is concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Yes, Sir, the (iovernment are 
-examining the efficacy of the American drug. The herbal experiment is 
almost finished. In stagnant water it is particularly very successful and 
in running w’ater it is still under examination. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Has any scheme been 
worked out oiv simply the experiment is going on ? 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: The scheme is under experi- 
ment. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN; Who are making this 
experiment in India? Have any American experts been indented from 
America ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN5 The experiment is being done 
in the Directorate of Agriculture. 


Inoonvenience to communioation in East Bengal due to the accumulation of 

water-hyacinth. 

28. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH, MOHOLANABISH: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

{a) if the Government are aware of the serious inconvenience to com- 
munication in East Bengal due to the accumulation of water- 
liyacinth in the rivers and low lands ; and 

{b) if the Goveniment have any scheme or plan to seriously combat the 
accumulation of water-hyacinth on communication lines and to 
j>eiTpanently eradicate the same from Bengal at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mir. AHMED H088AIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) Government are considering a scheme for the control and eiadication 
of water-hyacinth. 
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Jifto Regulation Department. 

29. Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUR RASHID OHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in rharge of the Department of Agrieulture, Forests and 
Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(а) whether the Jute Regulation Department has merged with the Agri- 

culture Department permanently; and 

(б) if not, what work they will be entrusted with after the jute season 

is over? 

The Hon*ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: (a) Jute Regulation Department 
has been organised as a section of the Directorate of Agriculture, but has 
not yet been made permanent. 

(6)^Jn the slack seasons, the staff is being utilised in furtiiering agricul- 
tural schemes, e.g., ra'aking of compost from rural refuse, distribution of 
vegetable seeds, raising of vegetable seedlings and distribution of agricul- 
tural implements. Some staff is also diverted to relief work in “affected” 
areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us any idea as to the cost of this staff* per year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 want notic e. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister consider the 
desirability of saving money by retrenching this staff' r' 

< No answer . ) 

Theft in the food rationing godown at 11C, Canal Circular Road. 

30. Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR (on behalf of Mr. Syed Badrudduja): 

{a I Will the Hon’blc Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Su|)])lies 
be pleased to state whether it is a fa(;t that hags of sugar v*ere stolen from 
the food rationing godown at IIC, Canal Cinuilar Hfiail (Ultadang’a area)? 
Calcutta, between the bth and the Sth August, IDdb^ 

(6) If 80 , is the Hon’ble Minister considering the advisability of institut- 
ing an enquiry into the matter and taking steps against the recurrence of such 
thefts ? 

• 

The H0fi»bl8 Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: {a) There is no godown at IIC, 
Canal Circular Road. On the 1st May, 194fi, the godown bearing that number 
was re-numbered as IIH, (West) Canal Circular Itoad. 

No incident of theft, shortage or discrepancy has been reported from 
this godown during the period mentioned. The physical stocks pf the 
godown at llH, (West) Canal Circular Road, were checked by Inspecting 
staff on the 7th August, 1941), and also on the 8th August, 1940, and do not 
reveal any discrepancy. 

(b) Does not arise. * 

Ameliaration of the economic and social conditions of the Bengal peasantry 
and landless labourers. 

31. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
as a result of the World War No. II and the Bengal Famine of 1948, the 
economic condition of the Bengal peasantry has widely and steadily 
deteriorated and has reached destitution in most cases in Bengal? 

(b) Is it a fact that the number of landless lalwurers has enormously 
mcreased during the years 1943, 1944 and 1945 in Bengal, and widespread 



22 


ADJOUKNMENT MOTION. 


[3ed Feb., 


(c) If so, what specific and ameliorative measures have been taken by 
the Government of Bengal to improve the economic and social conditions 
of Bengal peasantry and the landless labourers? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) It is only those with 
small holdings that have been affected. 

(h) Goveniment have no accurate infoiination in the matter and a survey 
has been undertaken. Gcneijilly speaking, the famine of 1943 affected Ilje 
landless lalK)iirers very badly but subseciuently many of them were employed 
in works (.‘onnected with the war on high wages and even now the wages of 
agncultural JalK)ur aie very high. 

(c) Irrigation works, work centres and work liouses, improvement of 
tanks under the Bengal Tank Improvement Act, restoration to small culti- 
vators of land sold out by them, post-w'ar unemployment relief works. 
Besides, all the de\elojuneiit schemes of the Agriculture Department aim 
specifically at imjuoving the economic condition of the peasantry. 


Adjournment Motion, 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public im])ortanee, namely, the situation tliat has arisen due to the teirible 
atrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali and 
Tipj)CJa in Oeloher and Noveniher last wlnm large* iiumbt*] of Hindus, men, 
womeTi and children, vven^ brutally killed, their pro])erties looted, houses 
burnt, women abducted, raped and forcibly married and thousands of them 
forcibly converted to Islam by well organis<*d bands oi Muslim hooligans 
under a premeditat(‘d plan and the failure ot the Goveimment to i)revent 
or prom])tly check tin* same or to render tiim^ly assistance to the people 
affected and to make ade(pmt(‘ provision for the prot(*(‘tion and rehabilitation 
of the refugees who were rendered homeless and i)enTiiless b;\ tliese 
disturbances, 

, Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 43iere were two Adjournment 
Motions, one in the name of 'Mr. Haridas Mazumdar and tlie other in the 
name of Mr. Nageiidra Nath Moholanabish. The latter one being more 
comprehensive, I have given my consent to it. Now the motion to be 
moved b\ Mr Xa;^ejiilia Nath M^thohniahish runs as follo^v^ : — 

That this (kuineil do adjourn ks business to discuss a ilefinite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, tin* situation tliat has arisen due to the 
terrible atrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali 
and Tip]iera in October and November la*^t when large number of Hindus, 
men, women and eliil(lr(*n, were b]utall\ killed, their properties looted, 
liouses burnt, women abducted, raped and forcibly married and thousands 
of them forcibly converted to Islam by well organised bands of Muslim 
hooligans under a premeditated plan and the failure of the Government to 
prevent or promjitly cheek the same or to render timely assistance to the 
people affected and to make adeijuate provision for tlie protection and 
rehabilitation of the refugees who w'ere rendered homeless and penniless 
by these disturbances. 

Is there any objection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those who are in support of the motion will kindly 
rise in their seats? 

(13 members stood in their seats.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been granted. I direct that the motion 
be taken up for discussion on Thursday, the fith February, at 2-15 p.m. 
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Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

( 1 ) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Mr. George Morgan, c.i^e., 

(d) Dr. Muhammad Azizul Haque, and 
(4) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta, 
on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 


House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative ('ouijcil 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1; Mr. Mohammed Taufiq, 

(2) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(3) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(4) Mr. Charles Edward darke, 

{ 0 ) Mr. Nageudra Nath Moliolanabish, and 
( f) ) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p., 
on the House Committee for tlie current session. 


Governor-General’s Assent to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have now to inform the honourable members that 
the following Bills which were j)as.sed by both Chaniljers of the Bengal 
Tjegislal me ]unf‘ been assented to })^ His E^celJenev the ( j(^ernor-(ieneral 
under the provisions of section 76(1) of the (rgvernment of India Act, 1935,* 
namely : — 

(It The Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 1946. 

'2) The ('alcutta Disturbances CoramiNsion of Phiquiry Bill, 1946. 

Governor’s Assent to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have also to infoi-m the honourable members thal 
the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor under 
the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, namel\ 

(T) The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill. 1946. 

C2) The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales 'faxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

(3) The Mur.shidabad Bill, 1946. 

(4) The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1940. 

I am also to inform the honourable members that His Excellency the 
Governor has, under the provisions of section 75 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, withheld his assent to the Bengal De.stitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1946, which was passed by both Chambers 
of the Bengal Legislature, for the reasons given in a communication 
addressed to Ihe Secretary, Bengal Legislative Council, copies of which 
have been distributed to the honourable members,* 
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Laying of Ordinances. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to lay the follow- 
ing Ordinances before the House : — 

The Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary Provisiop) Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 1946. 
The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Drugs Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Special Powers Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 
1946. 

The Bengal Special Powers (Amendment) Ordinance, 1946. 

Laying of Amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have another business. 
1 lay on the table also amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 
1940. 


The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Sir, 1 beg to 
present the report of the Select ('ommittee on the Calcutta Rent Bill, 194(!. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAR: Sir, 1 beg to give notice that 
1 shall move on the 11th February, 1947, that the Calcutta Rent Bill as 
reported by the Select ('ommittee be taken into consiileration and passed as 
settled in the (^ouncil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would suggest that amendments 
to the motion to be moved by the Hon’ble Minister, namely, that the Cal- 
cutta Rent Bill be taken into consideration should be given notice ot up 
to 3 p.m. ou Friday, the 7th February. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, perhaps 
these amendments will be only with regard to the clauses of the Bill ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, with regard to the clauses of the Bill as well 
at with regard t6 the motion that the Rill he taken into consideration. I 
Ihiuk, howeviM', that longer ]>eriod should he given for giving notice of 
amendments. In that case the Bill eannot be taken up on the 11th Febru- 
ary. I \M)uld tlierefore request the Hon'ble Minister to suggest some 
other date. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Then let it he taken up ou the 
17th February. 

Mr. PRE8EIDENT: All right. In that case amendments may be put 
in both with regard to the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration 
as well as with regard to the clauses of the Bill up to 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 13th February. That 1 hope gives Umple time. 



1947.] GOVERNMENT BILLS. 25 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Ten^Mrary Provisions) Extending 

Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission, 1 
beg to introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1947, and also beg to give notice that I shall move, 
at short notice, on the 6th February, 1947, that tfie said Bill be taken inta 
consideration and passed as settled in the Council. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Sir, you have already 
fixed 6th February for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is a very formal thing 
and I do not think it will interfere with the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, 1 think so. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Then it is all right. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, Mr. Rahman, there is some difficulty about 
moving \()ur Bill on the (ith because theie ar(‘ two holidays intervening and 
so tliere will be no time for submitting amendments, although I presume 
the number of amendments will be ver\ small. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: T think, Sir, there will be none. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^Vhy not take up (In- Bill on tlie HXIi Feliruniy I- 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, it may be taken up 
on the 10th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right then let the Bill be taken up on the 10th 
February and let the amendments, if any, be submitted by d o'clock on the 
(>th February. Is that agreed tor^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, ] have got another Bill.. 
With your permission I beg to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1947, and also beg to give notice that I sliall move at sliort notice on 
the I2th February, 1947, that the said Bill be taken into consideration and 
passed as settled in the ('ouncil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards .submission of amendments, wlmt dale 
do you suggest y d o’clock on 10th? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHAMAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

The Bengal Undesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI:, Sir, I beg to give notice that I 
shall introduce the Bengal Undesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, 
which was published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 2-3 rd .January, 1947. 

I also give notice that I shall move that the Bill be taken nito considera- 
tion on the 24th February and I .shall also move thereafter that the Bill as 
settled in Council be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I suggest that amendments be put in by 3 o’clock 
on 15tb February. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 6th February, 
1947. 
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Actjaurimieiit 

February adjourned till 2-16 p.m., on Thursday, the 6th 

Members absent. 

February^^l947^^ members were absent from the meeting held on the 3rd 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid, 

(4) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

<6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(11) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, and 
(J2) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 2. 


TiiK Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the liej^islative 
BuililinKi Calcutta, on Thursday, the (ith February, 1{)47, at ‘2-1 o p.m., 
being the 2ud day of the First Session of 1})47, pursuant to section (>2(2 
of the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the llon’ble Sir }kjo\ Piusvu SiNiJji Hoy, k.c.i.k.) was 
ill the Chair. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH ; Sir, I beg to inovt* that 
thi^ (‘ouncil do adjourn its bu.siness to discuss a detinite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, th(‘ situation that has arisen due to th(‘ teriible 
atrocities committed upon, tlie Hindus in the districts of Noakhali and 
TipjieTu in October and November last when large iiumbms of Hindus, men, 
women and childrcui, were brutall\ IviIUmI, th(*ij‘ ])ro])erti<\s looti'd, houses 
burnt, wonnm abducted, ia])ed and foreildv married and thousands of them 
forcihlt converted to Islam ]>\ well-organised hands ol Muslim hooligans 
under a jiremeditated plan and the failun* of the Government to previmt or 
promptly check the same or to render timely assistance to the p(‘ 0 }de afVected 
and to make adeijuate provision foi- the ])r()tection and rehabilitation of the 
jetngees wlio wei‘e renderi'd homeless and jienniless by these disturbances. 

Sir, hardly could (he jieojde of Ibmgal rei'o^er trom the shock of the 
leiribh' carnage in Calcutta in August last when new.s began to leak out 
that still more terrible and inhuman barliarities h.id lanm started against 
the li(‘lpiess Hindus of numerous villagi's in tin* <]istriets oi Noakhali and 
T]])])t‘ra in J^last Ifengal by the Muslim hooligans. lb(*{iarat^’ons for the 
])Ui'}iost' were lieing made from early Octidier li^v members of the Muslim 
League of the locality, s\ij)])orted by their comrades fiom outside. Meet- 
ings w ert* held and leaflets were broadcast inciting the Muslims to crush 
the Hindus. 'Fliis was known to the local pidice and Magistrates hut no 
attention was paid to it and no steps were taken. 

In Noakhali and Tippera the Hindus are in a hopeless minority of 1 j to 
20 per cent, living in isolated patches widely sejiarated from i*aeh other and 
siinoundcd ])\ overwhelming numhers of Muslims with whom they had 
no (juarrel or dispute whatsoever. The t'vo communities had been living 
there side liy side in jieace lor centuries and the Hindus had done nothing 
to offend tlieir neighbours, tbe Mu.slinis. Still the Muslims ins])ired by 
their leaders of the League combined themselves to attack and annihilate 
jtbem. The Hindus informed the Police and the Magistrates and asked for 
help and protection hut none did take any notice of them. Whether it was 
a case of gross negligence on their jiart passive connivance wdth the 
ob^t o£ the hooligans or fear ol the Muslim League Ministry, we need 
nqp pause to consider now, but the result was tliat during the second week 
of October, the Muslim hooligans started the attack on the Hindu families 
ill"* an organised manner with a jiremeditated plan. 

Bands of hundreds, and in some cases thousands, of Muslim hooligans 
turned with deadly w'eapons including firearms, raided tlie Hindu houses 
one after another, extorted money from them, set their houses on lire, looted 
everything that they could lay their hands upon, then killed them and finally 
forcibly converted the survivors to •Islam, abducted, raped and forcibly 
parried their women. No human being nor even brutes could conceive of 

S 
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more horrible and cruel barbarities than that were conceived, planned and 
executed there in cold blood upon innocent and harmless men, women and 
children unprovoked, as was done in those villages. In many instances 
large sums of money were extorted as .subscriptions for the Muslim League 
and having secured that on threat of murder and violence, they demanded 
the victims to embrace Islam and on refusal tortured and killed them and 
threw their bodies to the flames of their burning houses. 

Abduction, .Tape and forcible marriages went on side by side and 
niuUdhf^^ as members nf the party, were ready at hand to make the 
unfortunate victims recite the Kalma. Even those who by force were made 
to ac(‘ept [slam were not spared; their houses were burnt and, lest they 
might revert to Hinduism later on, their women were married to some one 
or other of the hooligans or their relatives. 

M ore heart-lending, cruel and barbarous atrocities and tyranny could 
not be p(‘rpetratc(l by even the worst criminals and fanatics undei' any 
civilised (government unless the (Tovernment connived at them. The.>e 
were going on from day to day and week after week well over a*month but 
nothing w;is done to ])rotect the affected Himlus. A\ hile this wa.s going 
on ami information began to leak out to the outside world the (lovernment 
of Hengal su])presse(l the news for days together and wanted to minimise 
the gravity of the situation. The ('hief Minister after several da\^ of 
silence arranged an aerial tour of the affected areas with His Kxcellemys the 
(jovernor and after having a few hours of low fl\ing m those areas publicly 
declared that the incidents were grossly (‘xaggerated b> the Hindu Press 
and though burning of houses w'as rather extensive the number i)f deaths 
was low in three figures. There was a deliberati‘ attempt to ignore the fact 
of mass conversion, forcible marriages, abduction and rap«‘. He did not 
care to get down or approach the miscreants, his brothers in faith, and 
comrades of the Muslim League, to utter a word of protest or threat of 
strong aud immediate action but silently flew away leaving tlie miscreants 
,to go on with their job as merrily as ever. No serious attempt to call in 
the armed police or military in sufficient numbers was niade and no orders 
were passed to ruthlessly stoj) tin* atrocities. The (Lief Minister by his 
acts and deeds, led the hooligans to believe that the government were behind 
them. The ('hief Miiiister’^s belated statements diil not show any real or 
strong and sincere condemnation of these inhuman atrocities, but reading 
in ludween the lines his earlier statements issued in this connection, one can 
readily perceive his ill-concealed satisfaction, covered by a thin layer (d 
mild threats and luotests. The uhole (iovernment machinery was practi- 
cally at a standstill so far as maintenance of law and order in those parts of 
[the country was concerned. The hooligans believed, and 1 have no doubt 
they fully knew, that the League (lOvernment would not interefere w’itli them 
in their crusade against the Hindus. In fact the whole thing appears to 
have been planned b\ the League and executed b\ their leaders with the 
hel}) of their fanatical followers and it was obviously foolish to expect the 
League (lovernment to exert themselves tor the jirotection of the unfortunate 
Hindus. For days together not a soul from the members of the (Tovern- 
ment or of the Muslim League or. tor the matter of that, any high official 
cared to do anything to t‘ff‘ectively stop these cruel barbarities and atrocities. 
It was about two weeks after that military were posted but they, it is said, 
were incapable of contacting the miscreants for want ot facilities of communi- 
cation — though the hooligans could move from village to village and house 
to hoiis(‘ and commit murder, arson, rape, abduction and all those atrocities, 
unchecked aud unhampered. About lb days later Mr. .linnali issued a 
statement with an explanation that he was awaiting fuller information .so 
long. In this belated statement he, like Mr. Suhraward\ . complained of 
exaggeration by the Press, but did nht suggest any strong or drastic 
measures, lest that might stop the atrocities too early. 

It W'as only Mr. Shanisuddin Ahmed who had the frankness to admit in 
his statement that there w'as mass murder, arson, rape abduction and 
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forcible conversion, etc., but unfortunately be too did not or could not 
suggest effective measures to stop these atrocities. 

The British had not then, nor have they even now, quitted India — I 
doubt if they will ever quit India, unless evicted by force or force of 
circumstances. These British people with their full^esoiirces, their Army, 
arms and ammunition, were looking on as the Purusha of the Sankhya, as 
on lookers totally unaffected and^ unconcerned, unwilling and unable to 
interefere and to let themselves be involved because of their high principle. 
There was no sincere protest or even righteous indignation at these atrocities 
ever expressed by the leaders of the British community here, far less any 
organised attempt to volunteer to protect these helpless Hindus from such 
brutal massacre, tyranny and oppression. Are these people all cowards? 
Are these people so callous and uncultured as not to be roused to their sense 
of ilntv to their tellownien 1)\ thest‘ horrible atrocities on a liajdess and help- 
less minority community. The answer is: No. Why then did they not raise 
their voice against these outrages? The answer is that they always act on 
priuci])le. Here they acted on imperialistic principle. This onslaught on 
the Hindus, this communal trouble engineered and fostered by them would 
help them in clinging to their Emjiire. The abominable communal award 
hel})ed them to create a Muslim statutory majority in tlu‘ L(‘gishiture here in 
Bengal. The British jieople are bound to supjiort the Muslim League Govern 
nit‘ii1 installed here at all ‘costs, even in their barbarities and tyranies on the 
same imperialistic ])rinciple provided the.se did not touch their persons or their 
])ocket.s. I can easily imagine what would liave been the fate of this la'ague 
(roveinmeiit and tlndr sii])])orters, tlu* hooligans, and all connected with 
thmn if even one hundredth part of this sort of atrocities was committed 
upon any Britisher here or it an.N single man of their community were killed 
or any single woman were abductial or rajied or forcibly married or anyone 
converted to Islam. But during all these fateful days and weeks they were 
as silent as dead. And yet some of them did not feel the slightest shame 
or hesitation to declare that the casualties were low in d figures as if that 
was not worth any serious notice. This shows to what depth the> have 
fallen for their principle. 

Sir, this outburst ot fanaticism could have been suj)])it‘sj^d in no time 
if the (jovernment had onh the will to do so. All this could have been stopped • 
if the League Leaders luul immediately gone fo the localities and strongly 
and sincerel\ condemned these barbarities and took inimediatt^ and drastic 
action. And one can easily see that the (iovernnient would have certainly 
done that had not the Leaguers weie at the back of it, had they not planned 
it OT had they not been concerned in they execution. The relief workers 
sent by seveial Hindu organisations were hampered in their humanitarian} 
work by the (jovernment officials, many of them at the earliei' stages were 
not even allowed to aj)])roach the scene of occuri’ences, many were; not given 
the assistance they requii-ed. In sj)ite ot request they were not even given 
any jirotection . Manv of them were waylaid, abducted and killed. 

A\ hen hundred^ and thousands of refug’ees took shelt<u' in relied cemtres 
opened by private relief organisations, (jovernment after giving meagre 
and niggai’dl} doles of rice for a few weeks, started fhreateuiing the refugees 
with stoppage of suppl.\ unless they retiyned to their respective homes, 
knowing full well that they had no liomes to go to, nothing left for them 
in tliis woi-ld and the place whei-e they had their homes were infested with 
hooligans still at large loamiii” about O'* wild beasts to fall ujion tin* Hindus 
wherevfc'r they could find them. Sii . as a result of the Calcutta killing and 
these Noakhali and Ti]i])ei*a atiocifit*'. there uus terrilih* repercussions in 
Bihar, wheie I must admit to our shame and disgust the people started 
lejirisals ag’airist the Muslim ]>opulatioii and innocent jieople were killed and 
their houses burnt. But the (iovernment there took such jirompt and 
effective measiii'es that the disturbances were quelled in less than a week. 
The distinguishing features there Aas total absence of any case of molesta- 
tion of women, abduction or rape or forcible marriage.s or conversion. 
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Nevertheless the Congress Ministers and other Congress Leaders had been 
promptly deputed to the scene, military and armed police were at once rushed 
with orders to stop the disturbances as speedily as possible and they did 
stop it in no time. . .. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. The steps 
taken by the Biliar (government may be a matter of controversy. I think, 
Sir, no reference should be made to tlie .ste])s taken by that (xovernment 
in this Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 th ink it is the practice that no reference should 
be made to the action of another (lovernment and it is better not to make 
any reference to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may T point out that it 
is more than better and 1 request you to rule it out of order any reference 
to tlie activities of another Government. Because it would mean that I 
would in re])ly have to refer to their action and that would be very invidious. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It h as never been the practice ,to refer to the action 
of another Provincial Government and you better not make an\ reference 
to it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH ;• Sir, I bow down to your 
ruling. I did not discuss the propriety or the pcdicy of another Govern- 
ment. I just mentioned the mattei and wanted to say that if proper precau- 
tion had beim taken no incidents either in Noakhali or m Bihar could have 
haiipcned. However, Sii-, as 1 said the Bengal Government could have done 
the same thing if they had only willed to do so and had the\ done so, the 
Bihar incidents would not have happimtal at all. But the hcait of tlu* 
Government of Bimgal was not in Noakhali or Tippera, it was in Bihar. A 
high official was deputed to Bihar to look alter tin* lefugees in Bihar — 
though li(‘ was not wanted there and though the Government there was 
doing all that \^as necessarv and jiossible for the jiiolection and well Ixdng 
of those unfortunate refugees there. But the Government of Bengal were 
not satisfied and thi'y wanted to bring them in Bengal and have since 
actuall> broiKght here ovei’ lot), 0(10 i-efugees and are spending lakhs of 
I'upees foi' their maintmiance and have also ojiem'd several hos])itals for 
them 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Moholanabi.sh, T nould request to confine 
yourself to the incidents in Noakhali and Ti})])era. Ple^ase leave Bihar 
apart. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: All right. Sir. This 
generosit;\ magnanimity and sen.se of humanity and fellow feeling is really 
commendable. But when we compare this with the manner in which the 
Noakhali and Ti]q>era lelugees have been and are being treated by the same 
Government our heart is filled with intense sorrow and anguish. It is clear 
that the League Government in Bengal has enough kindness, enough 
generosity and magnanimity but tliat only lor their own community and 
nothing to s])are for the Hindus. This is iMiik communali‘'m — -open and 
sickening. Nevertheless, I bavt\ every sympathy for the victims and the 
refugees, though this mi.sfortune was brought upon them by the mad policy 
of the League and League Government of Bengal by the policy of their 
Direct Action, and their policy of bate against the Hindus 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mobolanabi.sb, if you refer to the Bibar 
refugees any more it will be tHy painful duty to ask yaui to sit down. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: I was only telling of 
the Bihar refugees 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the subject matter under discussion. 
You better avoid that. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Sir, it is obvious that 
unless that policy' is clianged, Calcutta, Noakhali and Bihar will repeat 
themselves in a vicious circle and the fire that would he kindled will con- 
sume the whole of India. 

Now, Sir, the causes that led to these outrages in Noakhali and Tippera 
are pretty clear. It was neither economical nor religious. The league 
leaders with a view to shift the blame from tlieir own slioulders tried to 
suggest that tliey were piirelx economical. Hut the tact that subscriptions 
were extorted for the Muslim League, that tliere were abduction of women, 
forcible conversions and tor(“ibh‘ marriagt‘s and mass massacre dis])rove any 
such suggestion. The fact that only members of the Muslim J league and 
Muslim community were aggressors, that none of any other community was 
attacked by the hooligans conclusively disprove it. That the cause was 
political admits of no controversy. The circumstances leading to tliese 
atrocities prove it beyond any shadow of douht. 

These were not merel^ outrages on the Hindus, liut outrages on civilisa- 
tion, on culture, on I'cligion, on humanity and on every thing (dse which 
distinguishes man from beasts, civilisation from harluirism. Are we to live 
henceforth a life of the jungle surrounded by beasts of jney riNidy to pounce 
upon us at every moment'' Are we henceforth to live in eternal fear of 
losing our lives, our properties, our honour, our religion and above all the 
honour of our women Are we always to be ready to kill in self-defence 
or else be killed!^ I would ask the Jjeague (rovinaiment to answm' straight 
to these questions. 

This jirescnt (lovcrnnient have been persistentlv working in the sole 
interest of the Muslim League to furth(‘r the interest of tlndr aggitvssive 
jiarty politics, in the sol(‘ interest of tlndr own community in every sjihere 
of its activities and at the cost ol all the other jieoph* in the ]>rovince. Such 
a partisan ( joveinment, whn h seeks to o[)pr(‘ss and sujipress the minority 
community m such a wa\ ought not to be iierrnitted to function a da.\ longer. 
Indeed I do not find the least indication that tlnue is going' to hi' any change 
of heart or any change of jiolicy even for the saki* oi di'cimcy in public, life 
and affairs oi in the administration of this lb‘ovinc(‘. Thert^ has not been 
any iiank and strong denunciation of these Noakhali outrages or of the * 
abominable methods pursued during these difitiirhances and no real plan 
or measures adopted to pi event the recurrence of such carnage whicli has 
been lejieated twice in three months. 

The lieague Louncil from wliich Mr. Suhra wanly has recently returned 
has called for the police to protect them fn Jfihar. Afti'r liaving violated 
every canon of law and every rule of moralitv in every part of the country 
and having committed (»r caused to be committed thousand times worse 
atrocitie.s in Lalcutta, Noakhali, and Tippera in Last Bengal, they an* now 
calling for the jiolice. Not a word was said in the last League Council 
Resolution about the tragedy in Noakhali and Tipjiera and no jiolice was 
asked to protect the Hindus. On the other hand no serious attempt has been 
made or is being made to inspire confidence in the refugees in Noakhali and 
Tippera to enable them to return to their villages. Absolutely no action 
has been taken to recover or rescue the unfortunate women and girls 'who 
have been so cruelly abrlucted or forcibly married. This heartless (govern- 
ment cannot feel tor tln'in and do not like to give any assistance for their 
rescue or rei overy for mlvancemeiit ol tlieir political game. 

J here is yi't tinn* for the lieague ami the Leagm* trovi'rninmit of Bengal 
to change this policy of terrorism. Terrorism has nevei' succt'cded in the 
W'orld. Look at the fate of Hitler ami Mussolini. Once they wen* regarded 
as invincible and iincompierable liut tliey failed and they ha/l to die a miser- 
able deatli — death that is due to the woist (‘nminals. 

It is no use threat(‘iung and Intigging that one lakli of Muslims can 
vanquish cron's of Hiinlus. This (faznatar Ali — brand threats and 
propaganda will not bring your goal an inch nearer. The goal which ought 
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to be the common g-oal of all the inhabitants of India can be achieved onlj 
by peaceful methods, not by terrorism. These mad effusions and mean 
[tactics must be abandoned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up. ^ > 

Order, order. Motion moved that this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of ur^»-ent public importance 
namely, the situation that has arisen due to the terrible atrocities committed 
upon the Hindu® in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera in October and 
November last when lar”‘e number of Jlindus, men, women and cliildreii, 
were brutally killed, their properties looted, houses burnt, women abducted, 
raped and forcibly married and thousands of them forcibly converted to 
Islam by well orf>anised ])ands of Muslim boolig^ans under a premediated 
plan and the failuie of the (jovernment to prevent or })romptly check the 
same of to remb'r timely assistance to the ])eo]de affected or tf) make adecjuate 
provisions for the protection and rehabilitation of the refu^j'ees wlio were 
rendered homeb'ss and ])enniless by these disturbances. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATH AN: Mr President, Sir, J fail 
to understand the ur^’ency of tabling this motion over the so-called incidents 
of Noakhali and Tip])era after the lapse oi >ome 4 or o montlis. The 
reason is 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : On n point of Older, 
Sir. Is my learned tiiend in order in (juestioiiin f*' the ])ro])i-iel\ of 
admission of this motion. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Sir, 1 hate md (jmstion- 

ed noi' do I (|uestion tin* propidetx in allowino- this adjournment motion. 
I said that I failed to umh'rstand the iir^vncy of moving' this adjoiiinment 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After due consi deration 1 havi* admith'd the motion 
arid no reference should bt* made t(» its admissibility. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: The reason is rather 
stronj^:er on the part of this side of the House to table a similar motion tor 
what has been j.;oin^ on in Noakhali and Tijijieia in the name of lesioration 
of ])eace and amity. The Mu>lims are bein^- haiassed and insulted ri;.iht 
and left. The remarks of the mover of the motion an* not only worse than 
useless now but tht'y an* full of exa»i-^eration and misst.itements. It is fai' 
from truth to say that the (jovernment failed to render adeipiate assistance 
and make nec(*ssai\v arran^emeK.ts to ^^ave shelter to the affected persons. 
On the other hand, in our opinion, the (iovernment did more than what the 
situation warranted. Moreover after tlie statement oi the Hon’ble Minister 
to the effect that peace and contidence had been restored jii Noakhali I do 
not tliink there is any meaning' in moving thi.s adjournment motion now. 
The law has taken its course, and offenders, it any, and even innocent 
persons are beiiifr brought to book. In this view of the matter this motion 
does not, I think, deserve any consideration. With these few words I 
oppose tlie motion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, it has been asked as to why after 
such a lonjr lapse of time, lonj? after the happening of these unfortunate 
events a motion for adjournment should be moved at all. There has, no 
doubt, been a long interval between now and then but there was no 
opportunity to move a motion at an earlier date. Moreover, 1 think, the 
events which have hapjiened would require a vei'v thoughtful consideration 
b\' everybody to decide our future course of action. 1 can only say that 
these events, these unfortunate incidents, are due to the root cause of 
mutual distrust between the two communities. It has destroyed the intrinsic 
trust without which no society can exist. So thi.s motion is in time and 
is rightly moved and 1 tliink we sliould not be actuated by technical objec- 
tions but we should seriously think about what has happened. Any attempi 
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at whitewashing these incidents would only augur evil for the country. 
Let us hope that the mission of the Saint ot the East, I mean Mahatma 
Gandhi, and the object of his pilgrimage may succeed. His mission is to 
restore the intrinsic confidence and trust between the two communities. 
Let us take the le^Qu. from him and pray that his mission be fulfilled. 
Really, Sir, the events of Noakhali are a challenge to the conscience of the 
nation and of the world and Mahatma Gandhi wants that the whole nation 
should take up that challenge and not allow a re])etition of incidents like 
these. Sir, 1 will not recount the incidents; they are the events of only 
the other da^ , they aie matters of r(*cenl jiast. And if is unfortunate and 
unwise that attem])ts should be made by the administration to shroud the 
events from disclosure to the public. That was a very unfortunate and 
unwise attempt. There is no doubt that atrocities have been committed 
which can justly be described as crimes against humanity. Sir, as I have 
.said, 1 will not recount them. As to the conduct of the administration 1 
can speak from my personal experience. I came to know of these incidents 
on the 14tli of October 194tj. As soon as I came to know ol them 1 at once 
proceeded to Clioumohani and Sonaimuri, the onl\ two outlets from th(‘ 
cordoned area. What was ha])pening there was im])ossible to know; 1 
could only get some glimpse of these unfortunate incidents from somt' 
refugees who told me their sorrowful tales. Not onl\ were the authorities 
not taking an\ action hilt the wlnde area was cordoned round and it was 
impossjhle foi' anyhod\ to come out of or enter into those areas. It was 
imjiossihle foi us to send any succour or ndief to the jicojile who were 
confined tluue; they suflei'ed extimnt* humiliation and tort in es worsi' than 
death. \Vha1 wmi* flit' authorities doingi^ t)n the loth of Octobm’ 1 met 
Mr Abdulla, the Su])erint(mdent of Police, Noakhali, at Lomilla town as a 
guest of a lMiro))ean gmithmiaii of tin* town. J t(dd him evmx thing about 
the happmiings as h‘arnt at ('houmohani ami Sonaimuri. lie then jiroia'inled 
fi'om ('omilla to Noakhali —that uas on the loth of October while af/’ocities 
staited on the lOfh of tfclobe?' t hi the same' da\ 1 cami‘ to know that the 
lloii’ide Ml. Abdul (iofiaii w.is ])ioceeding to Noakhali and I did go to 
haksham to iikmU him and told him that we did not know what was ha])i)en- 
Jiiu in tilt' intt'i'ior becaust* th(‘ affecttMl jiarts wei*e comp}et(d\ cut off from 
all eomiii un ica t loll b\ ihe pt'rjiet rators of |}M*st‘ atrocities aiifl an.\ number 
(d outrages might b<^ committed without, the inf oi mat ion jaaiching 

the outside world. I persiiatb'd him to take with him om* of 

our \ei\ I'eliable (tuigiess woikeis. Mm Miikheiji, just to gid 

an oiitiiiif (d what actiialli happtming. 'Iliis was on the Idtli 
Ocitdier w iitm the Superinlendent of Polict* was in bomilla although 
<bwastalions wt'ie going on in tin* tlisfrh't from the lOth of Otdobem 
In this way ojipressioii was spreading towards thi‘ Tippera liorders within 
the l^aksliam thana bonlei and there fortunately, 1 ma\ say, that the first 
attemiif of the Muslim hooligans was succinssfully resisted af Hassanabad 
in Laksliam by the joint efforts of the Hindus and Muslims and some of tin* 
liooligans were caught and made over to the authorities. Hut ultimately 
the hooligans were successful and ])roceed(‘d wdth their atrocities northwards 
in the Cliandjuir subdivision. 1 must say that tfiere wais a comjilete disloca- 
tion of the administration theie, and I can say tins that administration 
which allows ])eople to resort to tlie jiriinitive methods of barbarities and 
atrocities forfeits any right to govern or supjiort of tin* peojde. It is a fact 
and 1 have heard it from very reliable source that two months before the 
occiirience information was sent repeatedly to the Magistrate and to the 
Superintendent ot Police and the thana officers about the preparations that 
W’ere going on by certain organised jieople to have a mass attack on the 
minority community, but no steps w^ere taken by the authorities to check 
it. 1 may say that tiiis was not a mass outlireak, it was not a mass Muslim 
rising but it was an engineered, well designed and well planned move for 
uprooting the existence of Hindus from tho.se areas. Neither the Su})erin- 
tendent of Police nor the Magistrate paid any lieed to the w'arning that was 
given by the minority community. It was rather a very clever move on 
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the part of the Ma^nstrate who was due for transfer to leave shortly before 
the occurrence not to take any action thinking* that he would not be niad< 
responsible if anything- happened after he left the place. This i> ver;\ 
cowardly on the part of the officer 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dufta, you should not use the word ‘'cowardly” 
in the absence of the officer who cannot refute the allegations. 

Mr. KAMI Nl KUMAR DUTTA: I am sorry, Sir and I withdraw it. 
Then, Sir, the Police Superintendent, Mr. Abdulla, was benevolently 
inactive all this time and did nothing to cheek the occurrence. Military 
did not leave for the plae.(‘ of occurrence earlier than 24th October. On the 
23rd I met Lt.-Genl. Bucher and told him the urgent necessity of stationing 
the Military force in the affected areas. But the actual operation ot the 
military began long afteu. It is apparent that the administration wa.s silting 
idle and doing notliing to cJieck this outbreak ot atrocities, to check the 
primitive methods of barbaidties in this modein century. 

Then about rehabilitation. On the 1st ot February 1947, I had met 
Mr. Nurannalii, the Special Oommissiomu- tor Rehabilitjition and J got from 
him — he had to admit — that ])eo})le were not g»‘tting jiloughing im])lements 
and grants or cattle as yet and wc'n* not gtdting matiuials to build their 
houses whi(di had been burnt. I am sjx'aking ot Ti])])ei’a. 1 asked him 
wheth(*r he had got cash grants or building materials. He said lie had 
absolutely nothing, neither cash grant nor l)uildiiig mat(‘rials. He only 
got assurances on ])a])er. I may sav. Sir, that the\ will get nothing and 
when soinetfiing will come, cash grant or building mateiiaK, tln'N will lie 
lost in transit or the> will (‘va])orat(‘ or (he\ will go down to the black 
market and wall nev(*r go to tin* sufferers at all. d'liese ])eople have not yet 
got any building materials, got no im])l(mients ot liu>bandrv. So how they 
will build their lioiises and how the_\ wall plough thtur fields. This callous 
attitude of the administration can onl\ bt* (b'scnlied to bt‘ absrdutely inhuman. 
It is a question ot jiolitics and it is not .i (juestion ot ]Knt\ affiliation, it is 
a question of tlie demand ot humanit\, toi’ the sake ot humanit_\ let the 
administration bewuire. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Mr. I lesident. Sir, 1 use to 
oppose the motion so ably ipoved liy my triend, Mr. MahalanobiNh . 1 was 

endeavouring to find whether he was moving a motion about Noakliali or 
really he wms moving a motion about Bihar. Much ot wdiat he has stated 
about Noakhali is true about Bihar . .. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: IMease do not reft*i- to Bihar. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, he did sa\ and referred 
to Bihar and 1 have got to 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It W’as not ap])roved ot ]>> the ('hair or hy the House 
and so 1 would request m)u not to reier to it. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: 1 shall tr\ to keep my.^elt us 
far as possible witliin tin* limit but 1 liave got to reply to wdiat lie has >aid 
about Bihar 

t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you refer to it then it will he mv iiaintul duty 
to ask to resume umr seat. So lietier ilo not mention Bihar at all. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, hetore yon say so may 1 

request you to consider w iiether his portion about Bihar ''Imnld be expunged 
or not . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall consider that. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Thank yon. Sir. Mr. Moho- 
lanahish has stated that the Muslim League never took anv cognisance of 
what happened in Noakhali, much less the Government of the province. 
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Sir. I can tell you this much that as soon as the news reached Calcutta on 
the 14th October the Chief Minister sent one of his colleagues, the Minister 
in charge of Civil Supplies, Mr. Gofran, to Noakhali and what were his 
activities at Noakhali everybody knows. If after that somebody comes 
forward and says that Government were callous or indiiferenf, T should say 
lie is deliberately thinking of something wIuqIi he should not think. Any- 
way, he has accused the Muslim League Government oi the province for 
being callous and inhuman. T say, Sir. this Government ovei’acted in 
taking action. 

I may say a few words about what the Muslim League di<l here. 
Immediately the news reached Calcutta, the Muslim League AVorking Com- 
mittee passed a resolution condemning the action of the hooligans. The 
local Muslims did try to prevent these things. The District Muslim League 
had no information of what was happening there. You are aware, Sir, of 
the communication difficulties there. One is not expected to know what is 
happening Id miles away from the headquarters when there is so much of 
transport difficulty. Anyway, Sir, that is neither hen* nor there. I 
shudder to think what op})ression the military jiolice are at present 
committing on the Muslims in Noakhali under the guidance of what tliey 

call the Congress volunteers that are now woiking in Noakhali under the 

guidance of their able leadler, Mr. Gandhi. I would like to say so tbougli 
1 know. Sir, that Mr. Gandhi lias gone there with a noble mission, — at 
least that is what the (ongress ])latform jireaches. AA'ell, ] say that 
Mr. Gandhi has gone there to provoke the. Muslims and not really to bring 
hack peace in those areas (A voici: : (Iiu‘st ion ) Ad)U ma\ say (Question 
but I say, from his conduct it will show that he has hei'U trying t(» do so. 

AA^ell, T w(*nt to Comilla along with otlier Muslim J.eagui* lead(*rs and [ 
have seen several rt‘tugee centres at Comilla and Feni. Ihit wdiat we lound 
tin’ll* !•" U’ell, not that there is much ot complaint against tin* loc.d Mus- 
lims hut it was an oiganised att(*mpt to hidng uf) a casi* against the local 

^luslim la-ague and the Hindus havi* succ(*eded in making a casi* under tin* 
guiflaine o( Mr. Gandhi. They have been .succe.ssful in lommittine the 
Worst type of atrocities, the most ci’iniinal acts against humnnit>'. 

Mr.*BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Cite an instance, 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN; There is a numher of 
instances. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Nowhere; it IS all false 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: You may sa\ it is false. 
A\ hat hajipeiied at Sealdah and at all the w'ay-side lailway stations in 
Bengal? I'liese (dingress hooligans started checking uj) tin* passeng’ers 
that were coming fiom Noakhali side, immediately after the incidents of 
Noakhali th(*se Congres.s hooligans starteil setting uji wdiat the\ call relief 
centres by the railway station sides in Bengal and in the name of relief 
what they w^ere doing was checking passen^-eis and killing them mercilessly. 
Muslim women in purdah w'ere humiliated like anything. 1 was ])resent at 
the Sealdah station 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: AVhy did you not stop it when >ou 

so ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Well, I did my level hest. 
Again I tell you, Sir, it is due to the kimlness of the Chief Minister that 
they are still there, they are still functioning there. Sir, the civil adminis- 
tration of Noakhali has ceased to function. The criminal administi ation is 
now continuing under the guidance *t>f that hvpocrite Mi. (huidhi. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Stop it. 
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Mfi PRESIDE HT: Mr. Wahiduzzaman , the use of that expression 
neither adds force to your arguments nor to the dignity of the debate. So 
will you please withdraw that expression ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: No Sir, because I feel that 
he is a hypocrite. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ca.'^e, I am sorry, I shall have to ask you to 
sit (h)wn. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: I will sit down but I will not 
withdraw that expression. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall not allow you to speak further. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I shall speak later on. My friend Rai 
Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray will speak now, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the (’hair to decide who will speak next 
if you <lo not want to speak now. (Jrder, order. Yes, Mr. Amulyadhoue 
Roy. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Most deeply 1 regret the unfortunate 
incid('nts in the districts of Noakhali and Ti])pera and my heart-teli sympathy 
goes to the sufferers in those districts. But, Siij I have (occupied this floor 
of the (’hamher not to apportion the blame between the Ministry and the 
(Jjiposition or tor the matter of that between the Muslims and the Hindus. 
Th(‘ only (piestion that arises in m\ mind is this: AVhat is the utility of 
this adjournment motion? Will it lead to Hindu-Muslim unity? My 
answer is an em])hatic “No”. Will it go lo allay the sufferings of our 
britthers and si.sters in the districts of Noakhali and Ti])})m'a, or wdll it go 
to th(‘ solution of till' root cause which is responsible for the misfortune of 
thousands of mmi, waunen and children? Here, again, my answer is the 
same. Thmi, Sii\ let the tragedy of Noakhali and Tippera on whiidi 
adjournimMit motion is bastal be an e\ e-opener for our future guidance. 
V\b’(h the utmost liumilit\ let im‘ make an ajijieal to the honourable members 
of the opjiosition to show through this adjournment motion how this chapter 
of cn il wai *n India can be tinall\ closed on 1h(‘ recognition ot mutual 
rights and cdaims l»\ an a^'eement between the different communities con- 
iei'iUMl. For the sakt* of Hindii-Muslim unit\ which is tin* only of 

achieving India’s independence and avoiding this calamity, may I urge upon 
my honourahle frumds on the ('ongress bmiches to induce Mahatma (landlii 
to go to the jiroviuce of Bihar, so that b\ his action he may wun over the 
Biharei* Muslims? Why am 1 snaking an appeal to this effect? (’ongress- 
men .shouhl realise that rightly or wrongly, juxdnibl} wronglx , the Muham- 
madan communitN is susjiecting (jaiidhiji, how'ever noble his mission may 
be in Noakhali, and I hang down m\ head in shame that according to some 
lionourable membiMs of this House, the greatest man in India is today a 
8us])ect 111 the eyes of Muhammadans. Therefore, Sir, if Mahatma (jandhi 
goes to Bihar, by his action he can win over the confidence of the Muslims 
thtue by persuasion, can induce tlie Hindus to win over the confidence of 
Muslims :ind rur-rcr.^ti. Thus it will lead to Hindu-Muslim unity which will 
fully bring about India’s indepevdence. Before 1 finish this subject I must 
urge that relief measures in every shape .should I'each the door of every 
<suif‘(uer if the Ministry wants to survive. With these words I oppose the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I must at the very 
outset controvert the statement of Mr. Mcliierny, the District Magistrate 
of Noakhali, who once said that the disturbances in Raipur, Ramganj, 
Lakshinipur and Begumgauj thanas in his district were due to economic 
causes. If it were so, the dhsturbances would not have taken a communal 
turn. All poor Hindus and poor Muslims would have combined to fall 
upon the rich Hindus and the rich Muslims and there would have been no 
outrages on women or forced conversion. 
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Sir, the whole thing was political. It was not the work of hooligans 
as we understand the terra. It was planned. Ex-serviceinen led and the 
Muslims very generally joined, in which there were ])residents of several 
union boards. They fell upon the inoffensive and unoffending Hindus, 
many of whom, on the plea of being given protecti-’ni we!e subse([uently 
treacherously done away with. Their war cry was — 

They were armed with all sorts of weapons ranging fr«)ra guns t(^ latiiis, 
brickbats and bottles. They cut the highways so as to make governmental 
or private relief or rescue impossible. By Pakisthan they understood not 
the majority rule of tlu^ Muslims but the Muslimization ot the whole area. 
And so we find innumerable instances of forced conver.sions. In persuit 
:)1 their pet idea of Pakisthan, they descended themselves to the lowest 
evel of beast, s. They raped women, forced tbmn to marriage, committed 
murders by hundreds, inflicted wounds on thousands, burnt liouses as they 
liked and looted properties worth lakhs and lakh.s of rupees with the results 
that panic-stricken jieople fled not only from disturbed areas but also from 
unaffected ])arts on ajiprtdiensions of o])j)ression . DistuilxMl ai'eas weri' 
mostly confined to thanas ot Raipur. Itamgaiij, Lakshmi])ui' and Begum- 
>>anj ill Noakhah and to thanas of (’handjmr. Farnlgani and Hajiganj in 
rijipera. Over a lakh of ])eo})le migrated to diffVnmt jiarts of tin* province 
mil even beyond. It was a planned invasion. Mecdings were fre(|Ut‘ntly 
lieli] btdore the distiirbanct's in which \iolent .speeches ucre made hs the 
Muslim liCaguers dejecting what hajijnmed in Calcutta in .\ugust last and 
vhat was tin' jirojiortion of Muslims and Hindus killed in thi‘ Ormit Calcutta 
\illing. liocal authoiities ere foiewarncd oi the coming events. \o 
ui^-entive stejis were taken. And when the disturbancccs sturtiMl tln^y did 
.’er'> little to circumsscnbe it or to stoj) it. Th<^ attitude of the local 
iuthoi’ities (‘iiconraged the invaders to do their worst and thev did tlicii* 
voist for a jici’K'd extending ever a fortnight till tln^ Military w(*r(* on the 
})ot. It (xovernment rmillv intimded to sujijiress the rising, •it could have 
»een quashed in a week’s time as was done in ^ihar. But, Sir, tin* jiersons * 
n power .seemed to enjoy the whole thing. While from time to time 
ondemnation came from high (jiiarters, it was not followed bv suitalile 
ctions. .Sir, the ('hief Minister and the Mini.ster for Civil Sujijdies visited 
he disturlx'd areas. They blew hot and cold at the same time and their 
lehaviour brought no tears in tin* ln‘arts fit the wrong-doeis. Mr. Fazlur 
taliman also saw the arrest(*d hotdigans who threatened to go on hung(*r 
trike, and ^^ila^ he told them he knows liest. There was hoM(*\i*r one Minis- 
ei , Mr. Shainsuddin Ahmed, who sjioke t(*elingl_s and did not mince 
latters. Since tlien he is in the bad book of the Muslim League Part,\ . 

Lven the military worked uiidei* great disad vantagi' as the\ had work 
nder the diiei'tion of the jiolice which b(*ing under the civil (io\einment 
tten stayed tlie hands of the militarv. Otherwisi* main abducted woimm 
rho still lemain untraced couhl have been rescued. Woise than murd(*r or 
rs(»n OI- loot Mere tlie outrages on women.* These outrages weie so calcula- 
^d. brutal and gruesome, that it Mas no vvomler that the virile Hindus in 
bhai lost their balance and retaliated terribly for mIiicIi Me all n‘gret and 
iiicerely regrt‘t and for M'hich the (ioxernment of Bengal should be lu‘ld 
i*s})onsible for having given a long rojie to tin* Muslim J.eaguers to carr\ on 
lieir Direct ^Uition Policy mIucIi is at the root of all the mismi(*s. The <iov- 
rnment ot Bihar in dealing M'ith the Muslim refugees did everything in their 
OM'er to restore confidence and feed them and ciotbe them. In comparison 
ith them Bengal rjovernmenCs action in dealing M'ith the Noakhali and 
outh Tippera refugees calls forth, the present criticism. This (iovern- 
lent^ action has been so half-hearted, ineffective and inadecjuate that but 

(jrandhiji the areas M'here disturbances took place M'ould have remained 
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waste only to be occupied by the Muslims. This great soul at the age of 
78 is now going from village to village offering prayers, giving advice to 
the people and doing everything in his power to induce the Muslims and 
Hindus to live as before in unity, love, ))eace and co-operation. It is 
this great soul’s action which is responsible for leturn of co'nfideuce 
and with it the return of refugees to tlieii' hearth and homes. Tlie 
Government, as constitutenl, and as it is a communal Government, would 
not have cared a straw, it the refugees had not have returned, however 
glihly tliey rniglit talk. Although there was such a catastrophe, the 
Governnjent did not transfer any notable officer for their acts of 
incompetence or negligence. They merrily carried on. The standard of 
morality was brought down so low by the spirit of communalism in the 
ranks of officers dis])ensing justice that hundreds ot persons aecu''ed of 
murder, arson, lf)ot. raja*, etc., and arrested for trij^ were allowed to go on 
bail even in cases r)t nonl)aila})le offences. Idianks to Tijipera S. P. there 
was appeal against such bailing out of criminals. The District Judg-’e had 
to interv(*n(‘, cancelled bail and though his orders W(‘ie ai)])ealed against in 
tin* High Court, the High (’ourt iii»h(‘ld the <lecision ot tin* District Judge. 
The communal executive* offic(‘rs are still in theii res])(*rtive jilaces without 
any l(‘ar of transf(*r or adnuinition. 

The ti'utli is, so long as there i.*| this comniulial Government which for 
pow(*r have to look to Muslim JA*ague party outside, and the holders of 
power are men of no very great honesty or of intellectual eminence, such 
things will always hajipeii. Indeed the morality in the administration has 
gone down so low, that now, however regrettable, there is a section of the 
people wJu) are demanding jiartition of Bengal and asking for a Government 
of the Ifengali Hindus for them and by them. 

Sir, in various wa.\s, by bringing in highly controversial BilK. tor 
grabbing at lands, allocation of money lor the Muslim community without 
caring for the opinion of the other major community who fui'iiishes the 
bulk of the money ot the Public Exchequer, simply relying on communal 
majority votes —which are not trul> (h'luocratic votes — this Government are 
leading the province to a serious crisis and 1 see nothing but darkness 
ahead till this dark force sy wholly represented in the formation of the 
Government is not totally crushed. For this every honest man should try. 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion, because I do no’l 
find any justification for it at the moment. Had this motion been moved 
for the police :ii/um which is going on in Tippera and Noakhali certainly 
it would have some ground. These communal riots were spreading all over 
India from one end to anotlier and in many places much more atrocities 
w’ere committed and lawlessness prevailed for longer period. The members 
of the Opposition should have congratulated this Government having juit 
this lawlessness to an end at a very early date. In many other provinces 
lawlessness is still going on and tliey could not quell it. Sir, everybody 
has got sympathy with those who have suffered in these riots, but these 
occasions should not be utili.sed for advancing the propaganda of a party. 
My friends on the opposite always try to utilise such occasions to meet their 
party ends. They had done siinilarly when Bengal Government had very 
wisely declared August 16th as a holiday. They put in several adjourn- 
ment motions, created ill-feelings, gave wide publication to their 
mischievous propaganda which resulted in a serious riot in Galcutta. Now 
again they are trying the same methods, and it appears that their thirst 
for human blood has not been ijuenched. AVhen this great danger of 
communal trouble has not come to an end the Ojiposition should have acted 
with some restraint on an occasion like this. Instead of doing so, they, 
as usual, are trying to put the blame on the Bengal Government who have 
acted very promptly and generously so far as relief and rehabilitation of 
refugees is concerned. Every pos.sible attempt is being made, every" 
possible help is being given, but to my" friends on the opposite, whatever 
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good is done, it looks to them a bad thing. So I again say that there is no 
justification for this adjournment motion on this occasion. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, in Noakhali the first incident that 
came to notice happened on the 10th of October, i.e., jifter the close of the 
last session of this Council and naturally this motion has been tabled today 
to sliow the utter failure of (jovernment to che<‘k the disturbances there 
Many incidents happened, iiianv murders and many lootings happened 
befi>re that date in those areas. There were huudrt*ds of ])etitions to the 
District Magistrate and the J*olice Superintendent and also to the Jlon’ble 
the (diief Minister but nobody cared; nobody took any aetioii ; nobod> 
wanted to see in reality what was going on tliere, what was ba])pening 
there. The Government were utterly callous at that time and foi- their 
utter callousness these things could happen. Even after these incidents, 
foi a few days, as our Leader Mr. Dutta has pointed out, the local 
authorities, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, w'ere 
enjoying the fun in the towm leaving aside the district in thi' hands o{ the 
muiderers and looters without taking any interest in the administration. 1 
<h) not know whether they at all sent any intimation to the Chief MinistiM' 
or to the Government in Calcutta. It might or might not have come, I do 
not know. Dut at least I can assume that they did not send any intimation 
as tlie Hon 'hie ('hief Miirtster has not said anything. At the time tlu‘ 
aulhruities did not act at all, they took the affair perhaps lightl\. or 1 
should say, th(\> connived at these thing’s and tht‘y eiijoyiHl the fun (d these 
sad and terrible happenings. Sir, 1 sa\ that the Govm’nment and the 
Ministers failed even in discharging their (dtunentary duties by tin* jieople 
to ni.nntain law and order. < tm* ot m\ friends on tin* ojiposite side stall'd 
that the Govi'rn men I over-acted. Ma\ I know what tin* Govi'riimenl 
did!*' ('an you point out how many arrests have been madi' there:' Dave 
the Government evi'ii now imposed anv colh'idive fine in those areas when* 
thes(' crimes were eomniitted'^ I should say. No. Still now^ no colh‘c,ti\a‘ 
fine has been imjrosed in these places. Wli\ 'i VVe know w'hat thi' r('])l\ 
could lie. It w'as not imjiosed because tlo'se beastl_\ a(‘1s W(*i(' committed 
in a Muslim majorit\' district and the persons who did lln'se wera* all 
Muslim> and the sujiporteis of the Muslim Jjeague, the partv*to whndi the 
tiresfiil Ministt'i's lu'liing. Sir, toda.\ the ( ioviu nim*nt have lost the 
confidence of the peojile of the Province, ('bhe llon'lile Mr. Siiamsiiddim 
Aiimid: Long before!). The Hon’ble Minister ovi'r there sa.\s that th(‘y 
lost the peojile’s confidence Jmig ago. Tbev should be ashamed of 
this and of fheir failure to run tlie a<lministration smoothly guaranteeing 
the ])eople safet\ of their lives and properfx . They should be aslianu'd of 
the fact that they have miserably failed to (jiscbarge their primary duf\ ami 
function to the jreople. 

My last point is this that the (jOvernment did not make .tny aiiaiige- 
ments for essential facilities to those who suffered, as an instance I ma}^ 
cite that transit facilities were absolutely inadequate. J know of 
instances where people w’ere not allowed to board steaimos or trains and 
they were forcibly taken out and were not allowed to go out of their jilaces. 
They were not given rations even in towiy.; no food had been siijijilied to 
those sufferers. The batch of relief vounteers who had been to these 
places were not allowed to cairy on their relief work to tlie distressed people 
because the (jovernment thought it unwise lo allow them to go there which 
they thought would create agitation. (Onk honoiimhi.l MKMHiJr: Did you 
go there 3 murselt y ) No, I did not but I am speaking from knowdedge and 
information and from facts and figures, and as a matter of fact if J had 
time I could have placed them here today. (0.\e noxorKiHLE uE-MIier: 
Was it not jrour dut^' to go there?') 1 know that these incidents actually 
happened there. I therefore charge the Government and the Ministry 
with failure to do their duty at the time and have therefore lost tlie 
confidence of the people. They have absolutely mi.shandled the whole 
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tiling; the administration has absolutely failed; it has not taken any actioi 
against officers who did not perform their duty; they have neither seen no] 
cared to see whether their own paid officers acted wisely and properly an( 
have allowed things to drift on without taking action against officers wh( 
did not act or inform the Government in proper time of the happenings 
although they were informed beforehand that such incidents mighi 
happen. 

Sir, Mr. Taufiq has mentioned that even now police zulum is going or 
[there against the Muslims. I would like to hear of such instances. li 
police zulum is going on there, why does he not ask his own party meniberj- 
or his own Chief Minister to stop this zuhnn. (Oxe honourable member: 
Because Mr. (landhi is there). Well, Sir, I know who is who. If the 
police zulum is going on there it is the duty of the Minister in charge ot 
Jjaw and Order tf) stop it, to see that the ])eopIe can live lia})i)ily and peace- 
fully and confidence is restored amongst them. It is their own government 
and it is therefore shameful that they cannot stop this alleged zulum. I 
will not go into further details but I would like the Government to take 
projier steps and to see that confidence does come back among the people 
of Bengal and no furtlier incidents of this kind ever hap])en. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Mr President, Sir, I will not 
imitate some of my friends who have spoken on this motion, nor shall I 
be as light-hearted as the mover of the motion has been, obviously because 
it is the cheapest way of courting po])ularity of the public by cham])ioning 
the cause of his community just from the safe precincts of this Chamber. 
It is not my purpose toda> to try to apportion blame for what has hapiiened 
in Noakhali or in Calcutta or elsewhere. These are, may be, links in the 
chain of communal antagonism which is embittering the feelings of the 
people from one end of the country to another. It is not also my purpose 
to say what is the proportion or extent of the damage in men and money 
that has happened in Noakhali compared with what has happened in 
Calcutta or in Bihar. It is just possible that what has happened in 
Noakhali is only one-hundredth part of what has happened in Bihar. But, 
Sir, the result is the same. The result is the same destruction of one man 
by another. Sir, we have to be ashamed for all these, whether a Hindu 
has been killed or whether a Mussalman has been killed. AVe must 
remember that responsible political leaders have to play their own part and 
not exasperate the feelings further and embitter and rouse those passions 
which are responsible for these ugly and inhuman occurrences amongst us. 
Therefore it will not be proper for aiiN one to try and rouse the same hatred 
that has been perpetrated hertf in ('alcutta and in Noakhali. One thing 
that I am afraid of is that the politicians are taking this antagonostic 
attitude to such an extent that the entire machinery ot the Government is 
in danger, so much so that the loss in Noakhali would not be so much in 
comparison with the loss that would take place if the entire machinery ot 
Government breaks down. The leader of the opposition has spoken about 
the happenings in Noakhali in an unrestrained and irresponsible manner 
and has shown great passion against the officers of Noakhali simply because 
they happened to be Muslims 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUtTA: On a point ot order Sir. Mr. Cbow- 
dhury wa.s .sjjeaking of uiy statement and .«uid that 1 was accu,sing the 
officers of Noakhali because they were Muslims. But the District Magis- 
[trate at that time was a Hindu officer and not a Musli 

Mr. PRESIDENT; This i^ a point of personal explanation: 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then again. Sir, I know ot 
incidents in which colleagues of my friends opposite, some of the leading 
men of the Hindu community, were approached by us for accompanying to 
the affected areas in order to bring pfeace and confidence to the homes ot 
the Hindus there but they flatly refused to go there. I have also known 
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of cases in which Hindu politicians ran to the Government established 
refugee camps and asked the refugees to leave the place and took their 
aames in order to make but false cases. I know of cases where Hindu 
politicians who never went to the villages of incidents but gave names of 
innocent persons there and implicated them simply because they belonged 
to the other community as if it is sufficient to entangle as many Muslims 
IS possible and take them before courts of law and get them punished. I 
im afraid, Sir, the whole administration is on the breaking point. It is 
or the Government to devise ways and means to deal witli the situation 
i^d prevent this break down of the machinery. There are Hindu officers, 
lagistrates, Judges or policemen and they should always think that they 
re serving the Government and should not take sides. There are cases 
dien sides were taken 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: On a point of order, 
uj'. Is he entitled to say this against Hindu officers of (jovernment ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is quite in order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then. Sir, we have seen how 
Linocent Muslims were being punished on the plea that they wei'e named 
y some Hindus to have been involved in the arson. 1 have also come 
cross cases in which Hindus said that their lives were saved b\ such ami 
^ich {)ersons but the nt‘xt information was that those vei‘> ])eisons who were 
eportt‘d to have saved their lives wen‘ said to have been responsible for the 
lurder of hundred Hindus and finis they were clapjied into jail and are still 
^tting there. Now, Sir, if I compare the incidents of Noakhali with those of 
lihar where o{),000 Muslims were said to have been murdered and tlie 
leps taken by the Bihar Government to stop 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. (‘an he speak 
t)Out Bihar? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. C'howdhurv, you should nof speak about what 
took place in Bihar. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: All right, Sir, ^withdraw the 

word “Bihar”. * 

• 

Therefore I will not ask the Government to imitate the autliorities 
elsewhere and behave as partisan in these riots, in these fights, but behave 
as a lespon.sible organisation. If this Government have to <h» that, they 
will liave to remove ajid restrain those ugly officers who have forgotten 
their duties so much so that they are faking vengeance of what has 
happened already as if they are championing the causes of their own 
community. Another remark has been made that this Government have 
not imposed punitive taxes as yet in those areas. Ifut, Sir, the disturbance 
has been quelled in ten days and after that there has been no further 
disturbance. (\^rtainly some amount of restraint should have been enforced 
on those who created a sense of terror in the mind.s of the entire populace 
there. 

Now, Sir, I would have very much apjireeiated if Mr. (iandhi went to 
the Hindus in ])laces where the Muslims liad suffered and bring back the 
friendship which had been lost and vice veisa, if he luid by his persuasion 
tried to win back the confidence that has been lost. But he has not done 
so or is not doing that. 

As regards the rehabilitation grant, I may tell the House that the 
Budget will reveal what amount of money the (Jovernment have, out of 
their generosity, granted to restore the confidenee, to help the peojde 
to build their burnt houses, etc. It may not be known to the honourable 
members opposite what^ amount of care has been taken by this Government 
^0 .see that Mr. GandK does not ^el any discomfort in his visit to these 
riot-affected places. Think of this attitude of the Bengal Government and 



42 ADJOURNMENT MOTION. [6th Feb. 

you should be ashauied of those authorities who created difficulties in th( 
relief work undertaken elsewhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Huq Chowdlmry, your time is up. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you please give him a minut 
more to express regret for what has happened in his own birth place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am sorry, I cannot. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, we hav 
assein1)led here today under the dark shadow of all-pervading shrieks an( 
be wailings of the bereaved, the destitute and the ruined, the poor victim 
of Noakhali and adjacent parts of Tippera. The air is thick with dee] 
mutual hatred, disgust and misgivings which will probably never disappea 
from Bengal’s mind in spite of all the swan-songs of Mr. Suhrawardy, ou 
popular (hiet Minister who is also in charue of Taiw and Order. It wa; 
really a war against the weak minorits f)f Hindus in the Noakhali distric 
wlio form a little moie than one-sixth of its po])uiation. In the affected areas 
they have been ruined in every way and in every sphere — in religious life 
in economic status and in prestige. Almost all the Hindu villages am 
almost all the Hindu sections of other villages in the affected areas hp< 
been attacked and sacked. The ruin of village after village, the Isurninf 
and pulling down of houses, one after another, the untold sufferings o 
large masses of liumanity— where could we find the wealth of expressioi 
ito give them shape in language Sj. Brojen Ohakravarty, Secretary 
riiandpiir Belief (Vunmittee, sent the following Telegram unde?' dati 
Octobe?’ Hi, P)4f) : — “Arson, looting’ and ujuider have started on a mas,' 
scale throughout tin' subdivision, sI)eciaIl^ in sadar, Paridganj and Haji- 
ganj tha?ias. Itejiorts of forcible conversion are numerous. Kefugees are 
pouring in thousands. Mobs are proceeding towards the town (Phandpur). 
Police foTCC' is absolutely inadequate and the way out is maclnne-gunning 
from the air by noon today. Military he!]) is also immediately ('ssential 
to save the town”. From a report of Sj. Surendra Mohon (ihose, President 
of the Bengal Provincial (amgress ('ommittee. whudi also apiieari'd in some 
of the Falcutta dailies, we came to know that “at least over o thousand 
persons have'bt'en killed in the lawlessness in ctu’tain areas of Noakhali and 
Tippera since October. 1(1”*. Sj. (ihose adds that “ovi'r fift\ thousand 
others have been affected by the other acts of the rioters, namely, forcible 
conveisions, foi’cible marriages and abductions”. From the very beginning 
of tile occurrence, the authorities have been dinning into the ears of the 
])eople that the news])a]»er reports aiipearing tlmii were exaggerated. 
To attempt to belittle this terrible and stupendous havoc is a crime against 
civilisation and humanity. In spite of these, the ofiii'ials are denying the 
reality of Noakhali havoc. Indeed history has yet to record such wonder- 
ful f(h’ensic skill and foresight and masterly activity on the part of a 
Minister in charge of Law and Order for the proper protection of the life 
and property of the people — or should 1 say — such criminal and deliberate 
imu'tiou on the part of such Minister with full aiiprehension of the orgy 
of violence that is very likely to happen and that in fact happened and 
continued to happen, the like of which even did not follow the invasion of 
Nadir Shaw or which Burke coifld not paint. 

Sir, essentially of a moderate temperament that I am, none but God 
alone knows how’ much it pains me when T feel an uncontrollable urge 
within me to allow this vocal expression to gush out of my bleeding heart! 
Is there even a parallel fo this in history? Sir, the greatest problem that 
confronts us todav is not whether the Hindus struck first or the Muslims 
struck first or wh’ether the Hindus have been killed in larger numbers or 
the Muslims have been killed in larger numbers. The first and foremost 
question of importance is who are responsible for this great calamity, how 
far the Government have discharged their duties ft)r ithe preservation of 
peace and tranquility, law and order in those fateful days and whether the 
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Governnient had reasonable causes of a|>j)reheusiofi about the possible out- 
break ol disturbances in Noakbali, and it so, wbai steps did they adopt to 
meet such a possible situation. Even a ^^eneral perusal of the notorious 
fMitbui>ts of some of the hi”‘ ”“uns of the Muslim Lt‘a^>‘ue of Bengal at the 
time will make it quite aj)parent to an\ layman how liorrible their effect 
might be in the mind of the illiterate and intianiabie mob. May 1 ask 
Mr. Sulirawardy why the (iovernment did not make elaborate police and 
military arrangements just on tht‘ receipt of the news ot the outbreak of 
viohuice? The new,spa])e? Te])()it.s show that even when violence broke out 
no sufficient measures were taken b_\ the (Tovernnieiit at the earliest stage 
to meet the situation. Fancy, the JnsptM*tor-(Jenerai of Ihilice, says a 
Bengal (Tovernment jiress note, flew to ( hittagong on the Uith October 
that is, juactically a week after mas.s violence had started in Noakbali. 
According to reports the Chief Ministm- who is also the Minister of Law 
and Ordi'i , i.s “not thinking (d visiting Noakbali now". The (Jovernor 
A\as having a brief holiday in the hills. The Viceroy, it is reported, asked 
till' (iovernor of Jtengal to send him “iuller reports" of the terrible happen- 
ings of Noakbali. And there it stands! Meanwhile the helpless 
thousands, men, women and childri'n got mercilessly killed and their 
home's lansacked. The' Leagiu' (joveriiment of Jh'iigal could neither 
prevent nor stop tlu' Calcutta carnage. Its colossal inaptitude in those 
ternbh* days was visibly (temonstrated. Similar inajititude on its part has 
now bt'cn rcsjioiisible for the killing oi another '),()()() in an East Bengal 
district. We simplv tail to undei’staiid now such a (jovernment is allowed 
to [unction. Military help was taken at a turn' when crores of valuable 
jU'Opcrties iiad heen ih'st roved and thousands of jnno(;erit lives had been 
lo'^t. Is not this rmu'tion on thi' part of the tiovi'inmeiit a crime against 
constitution and law and are not the pi'oph* who art' running tin' (iovern- 
ment liable to impeaceriient tort h wit h)^ Ther-e ai-(* various other charges 
against the t io\ I'l riiiient and that even b\ the Jb’i'ss anil the jiei'sons of 
great iiiijioitanci' in the piildie life ot this country. Failin'!' to realise the 
giavit.v or to convey it to tin* rnilitarw in time ma\ after all he an act of 
great rernis^ness, whether it was wilful or otherwise, it is not for us to say. 
^Viiai is it that iiiari\ e w>- w 1 1 nes.ses’ accounts ri'veal -and some of the eye- 
witness(‘s .iM‘ K'sporisible and res])(‘(‘jal)h' citizens r* Thi'y n'veal, if iiny- 
tliiiig, crimmal callousrii'Ss and inaetion on the*part of tlii' police. If tin' 
n('Wspa]n'] rejiorts aie tiiie, ceitainls aip\ leasoiiahle man will consider the 
(iovernment aclioii to be tar less sat isfaetoi \ than wbut it should be. I 
do not ot coui'si' giudge the (loviunment spending the public. I'l'Veiiue of 
Ih'iigal tor till- intiuesls ot tin' non-lh'iigalis but 1 would lik(‘ to I'l'inind the 
( ioveriiiiienl onl\ ol the tact (hat Bengal’s * inleresls should he the fii’st 
(diargc ujMin Bt'iigal s M-vcnue. ih lore satisi\ing Hengars needs not a 
single lailhiiig sIkmiIiI Id* spiuit otherwise in the interests of tliosi' who are 
non-Bengalis and who liavi* hei'ii dwelling eUi'wln'ie. 

Appaientlx tlie Government have vei,\ misei'ablv failed in the proper 
discharge of then ])nmary duties which mean the presi'ivation of the life 
and the properties oi the peojde. Ki-ferring to this Govi'inment Bandit 
•lawaharla) Nehru said shortly atti'r the Calcutta cairiagi' “One is inclined 
to doubt after this if it i^ any (iovernment at all". And be, 1 believe, was 
not far wrong. * 

In quietness and confidence’’ said the (iovi'iuor in one of his broad- 
casts “shall be your strengtli '. The (iovernor need not ask people for 
I onfidence. Me may assure His Lxcelleney that confidence will come 
unasked the moment the peojde find the (ioveimment doing their duty 

eailessly, impartially and conscientiously. Let the Government vindicate 
tht'ir right to be regarded as a decent Government that is neither directly 
nor indirectly sullied with any kind ol charge whatsoever’ tor this great 
carnage. 

I MAZUMDAR; Sir, 1 tabled a motion for adjournment 

0 he House fofr Gov^nment’s failure to protect the lives, property axid 
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honour ot tlio itiinority community in Noakhali and Tippcra and you. Sir 
very pr()i)erly admitted tiie motion of my friend whieli is more comprelien 
sive. In supporting' the motion moved by niy friend, Mr. Mahalanobish 
1 only want to point out here a few salient tacts tor discussion am 
consideration h\ the House. Since the notorious incident of the Kit] 
Auf,^ust last, the putilic came to realise the sinister motive ot the Muslin 
Ii(‘a^ue. The Hon’hle the ('hief Ministi'r, just after the incident, declare! 
at Bombay that what had been done in ('alcutta could easily have heei 
undertaken in the districts of East Beiipal. Fears in tlie Hindu mind wer 
natui'ally raised and the leaders ot Noakliali and other places many of whon 
were the leadin^^- members ot the jfar, made frantic appeals to the distric 
officials to take timely action, hut subsequently events showed that all thesi 
ended in nothinf»’. It may he remembered by the House that in referenci 
to Dacca I too laised the question just after the conclusion of tin' Budge 
Session last time to which the Honourable (’liiet Minister held out tin 
assurance that hi' was ])(*rsonally visiting the affected areas in Fast Ifeiiga 
with leaders like Mr. K. S. Roy and others and would s])are no ])ains t( 
restore normal state of affairs there. 

Sir, I am deejily sorry to tell you here that communal not broke on 
afresh just after his coming hack from tlie riot-affected areas. Arson 
loot, plunder continued to play havoc in the districts of Dacca, Noakhal 
and Tipiiera. Mr. flarendra Kumar ( 'how d bury, M.F.A., issued a state 
ment just about a fortnight heiore the ugly tragedy ot Noakhali in whicl 
he warned tin* (joverument of the elaborate pre]!aiation which was thei 
being made by a gang with Muslim League slogans in their mouths, bin 
neither the Brovincial (lovernment nor the district authorities took an\ 
measure to meet tlie torthcoming eventuality. Mr. Na/imuddin on his wm.\ 
liuek from the Ihinjab declared that a serious (‘ommunal lainflagration mighi 
take place and it would happen so soon that he might not reach his own 
jirovince. 1 don't like* to ijuote any moie instance to prove the tact that 
I'xteiisive prcjiavation was undcitakcn by a gang of hooligans to launch tin 
Noakhali campaign and the (lovcrnmcnt n'liiaincd unaccountahly ami 
unnaturally inactive. 

t, 

The District Magistrate and tlic Supi'rintendcnt ot Police of Noakhali 
were a))proached hy the lo^aI leaders hut they maintained a jiassivc attitmh' 
and deliheraiel.N failed to take active measures tor tlu' future insurance ol 
jieaee ami sati'ty of the minority community ot the districts. Late Rai 
Saliih Rajcudia Lai Roy and otliers, it is understood, handed ovci to tlicin 
threatening h'tters received h\, them hut instead ot taking measures te 
trace out and juinisli the culprits, the incom])cteut Distiict Magistiate slept 
oviM' the mat (<•!'. It is again cm ions lhal this nicomj)ctcnt Magistrate wa^ 
removed on the (la\ ol occurrence, that is, the 10th Octoher, and the district 
j'cniaincd nominally under the charge id Mr. Zamaii hut juai'tical ly witliout 
any Distrii't Ollici'r. 

Now, again. Sir, the ugly tragi'dy happi'iied on and iiom the lOtii 
Octoher, hut ('alciitta the civilisi'd world came to know ol this horrihlr 
atrocity alter three days in an incomplete and evasive statement ot tin 
Premier that Iheie was something wrong in the distiict oi Noakhali. Tlirn* 
or four days more were necessary to have a tull idea ot the tragedy it 
details. J'hus you will see, Sir, that the whole ini'ident is tull ot signi- 
ticance. It is full of perjilexity too. We have i>een repeatedly asked to 
forgive and forget, ('an we forget the heinous crimes committed upon oui 
womenfolk deliherately with sinister motive to annihilate the race ^ ('an wt' 
forgive I hi' jiersons who still are hiding the abducted women and the Govern- 
luent being vseemiugly callous or heljiless. From the report of Mr. Simpson- 
a portion of which is said to liave been just leaked out, it appears that “a 
mass scale molestation of women was committed". Three hundred women 
were outraged in one place and four hundred in another. A local Muslim 
leader gave detin ite assurances to the minority community in case of an} 
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mass uttafk; but at tim time of direct action, this local leader conducted 
the orf^y of loot, arson and abduction with all satanic ‘‘lee under liis personal 
oipervision. Even the report .suggests that the officials were in league 
with these elements. The ])roblem of probhnns is still tixlay liow to free 
(Ills marooned womenfolk who are still under the clutclu'.s of (he ruffians. 

Sir, mere discussion of these trageilies that have becf)me every day 
affair in Bengal life will not do. 44n* Hindu legislators who form the 
major })ortion of the Bengal ()ppositir)n. if they have' an\ sense of honour 
left to them, should follow the footsteps of the League leaders working in 
)ther provinces i 'I1iis is tlu‘ onl\ wa\ . 

hailing that there is no other altmaiative than to partition Btmgal on 
•ommiinal majorit.x basis for the sake of satet n , secunt> and tramiuillity of 
hotli the communities of tlu* Province. 

A\hTh thest' \\ords. Sir, I (*onimend th«‘ motion tor the aeei'ptance of 
he House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr I resident, Sir, T am 
^ur(‘ that every one in this House de])lor(‘s the irnddents whiidi occurred in 
S'oakhali and Tip])era and condemns the action of those hooligans \\'ho 
•esoitiMl to tlu' crimes. I shall tr\ and be as obji'ctive as jiossibh^ and 
)laee befoi'e th(‘ ITouse wirat st(‘j>s tb(' ( jovin-nimuit took to contnd the 
iiluation, and J think, Sii', that (io\ eminent can tak(‘ eri'dit that tlH‘ situa- 
lon was controlled veiy lapidly ind<‘ed without any grtvit loss to the 
ninonties. I make bold to sav that the situation Nsoiild not havi^ Ixam 
‘ontiolled SC) (‘asil\ had it not biam for the assistama' that (Government 
‘eceived from the local Muslim League and Muslims in geniMal. It is a 
ravest\ ot facts to sa> that the Muslim L<*agu(‘ was ladiind that lawless- 
less: a lawlessness that was condemn(‘d throughout by every singh‘- 
diislim League leader and b\ (‘V(o\ Muslim fjcagui' organisation, dhnie 
ind again have Muslims in jlios(‘ areas tinal to save and aetuall\ did sav(‘ 
Iindus iiom molestation. rnloitunatel\ this is now bidng forgotten, ami 
oda\ W(* have tin' s})(*cta(dc‘ of icspectable Muslim L(‘agU(‘rs being 
iiiplieated through lalse infoi-mation and bmng put in jail. Sir, the 
iieideiit started on or about the Kith ot October, llefori' tliai th(*re bad 
leeii rumours and n*ports of light dist urbanct's. ^ Lmii apjieaied to b(‘ in a 
tat(> ot tiMiiient. but there wane no rejiorts in tfie hands ot Oovernment 
hat Hamganj wars likely to blow uj). On the 10th a (iurkha military unit 
I l‘J0 was s(*n( to Feiii. On this ver\ day incidents occurred at Uamganj- 
onsi)h‘iable distance* away — neaiK 40 miles. Sir, no one knew that things 
\eTe boiling' up in Hamganj 1 would leejm^t tin* House to r(*alist* that tlie 
rea is inteiseeted with canals and at that tiim* the canals were full. 
Jovements w*ere (ln*retoi'(* very <liffi( ult (*.\cept for j)i‘rsons who had definite 
bjectives and knew whitliej' lh(*\ aie going This ditiicult\ ot niove- 

lent hamiiered tlie police and military in (diasing the liooligans; for wdiile 
hey we*nt in one direction the hooligans managed to eleeamp in another, 
his detachment of 1‘20 was despateln*d from (diittagong at tin* re(pi(‘st of 
lie ( oniniissioner of tin* (’hiltagong Division who ?‘e(a*iv(*d information 
hat the bVni situation was <h*termrating. On tin* LHli Oetedier information 
as received at police heaehjnarters at Writers’ Buildings that there were 
idep^'i'cad lawlessin*ss m Hamganj |)olic(“-sta(ion on the lOth (d ( tctolx*!', 
lie Superintemlent of Holici*, Noakhali, rejiorted tin* inadeijuacy of the 
oliee and asked for additional jiolice force to be jilaeed at his disposal, 
le asked tor one Snb-lns])e(*(or, three Heail ('ons(abl(*s and twenty-fivi* 
onstables. Immediately on recei])! of this information the Inspector- 
reneral ordered the despatch of extra police forca* from Chittagong to 
loakhali. When I ref(*i' to Head ('onstables and constables I refer to the 
rnH‘d police. ^ So nllimateL yon will find that 4o0 armed police* wen* sent 
> that are.i. I hey started arriving at Feni on the Idtli Oetobei and proc(*<*d- 
y Hamganj. (bie Sub-Insjieetor* d Heael (Vmstaliles and d(t constables 
I Bakarirauj arrived on the 14th October and one Sub-Inspector, 4 Head- 
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Constables and 50 connlables fronir Alipore left by (’liittaj^ong Mail for 
Noakhali. The Deputy Inspector-Ueneral, ibjjsbiibi, was ordered to 
depute 4 Head ConstableH and 50 cons<a})les <o 'rif)pera iniinerlialely. They 
arrived at Feni on tlie Jdth. Two plafoons also arrived at each of these 
Itwo places. Now you will see, Sir, flu; sieps tliat (fovernnient took and 
how soon the situation was brouf^lii under r<jntr(>l. i will say one sinj^le 
sentence about Bihar ,iusl io ])()int out wiial slei)s we look to eonirol the 
situation. 1 mention this only to show how soon we bronchi the situation 
under control. (Mi'. liAi.ir (’iivndka Dvs: in liow nian\ (l.i\,s'^) In (5 
days.^ On the Kith the trouble started and aft(‘r the Ihtli ot October Uiere 
was no incident in Noakhali and after 2()th Oetohei' llnue was no incident 
in Tippera. These w'ere tlie sf(‘})s that we took. Tli(‘ jiolice opened tire 
in Begaraganj killing 5 and ai resting 5. In anotluM’ [dace, Sir, there wans 
no firing on the hooligans and lhous:nids (d |MM»j)l{' weri' nnn'dere<l — 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, can fhc llon'ldc Minister refer to 
the action of the other (loverninent iiowh 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie Ilon’hle Mimsfer had better not referred to 
the action of the otluu- (lovernment hen'. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1. merely pointed out to you 

that this (h)verinnent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is better to dejieml on the merits of your own 

case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On the Mlh Oehdier, Sir, 
the police opened fire at Sonainiiiri wounding 5, of uhoui om* du'd later. 
The Additional Sujierintendent of JViliee engaged a mol) of looli'i's on Ihe 
night of the 13th and 14th October in Ifamganj ai'i'a and ojauied fire on the 
looters killing 5 and arresting 3. On the Kith October tin' Sufx'nniemlcnt 
of Police, Tippera, reported by wdreless that fi'ouhle had started in the 
Laksham area and the De[)uty Inspi'i'tor-Oeneral of Police, Hurdwaii Pange, 
sent a force of 5 Head Oonstahles and 50 const ahles (armed jiolim*) tln'ie 
early on the J 7th morning. On the same day in addition to the 5(H) arim'd 
police already despatched to the disturbed areas ot Noakhali and Ti[)])i‘ra 
to supplement the numhc'rs j)reviousl\ statiom'd in tin' twa) districts, an 
Indian Infantry Hrig-ade Headquarters and a battalion each of the Punjab 
and Rajput regiments were sent then'. On the same day twa) platoons oi 
armed police at Dacaai weri' ordi'ied to proci'c'd to Noakhali iiuim*diatel,\ . 
On the IGth of October the Insfjieetor-tjenei.d of Police left by air for 
Chittagong arriving there at 3 ji.m. He discussed the .situation thei'e with 
the Commissioner of tlie Division, Deputy I nsjiectoi -Oeiieral of Policu' and 
other local authoritii's and the })rovisional disposition oi iorct's was ugrei'd 
upon and preventive action was deeidi'd on tlii' following lines, to sto]) 
trouble from spreading further and airest the i ingh'aders and Die hooli- 
gans. On the 17th of Oe.tohei- the Jnsiieetor-th'iu'ral of Police aecom])aiiU'd 
by the Divisional Commissioner and other military otliceis hew over tlu' 
affected area. It w^as decided that a joint mihtaiy and police headqnarti'rs 
should he established at Chamlpi^i' ami reeonnaisanee planes were constantly 
patrolling the affected areas. Sjiecial trains for the movement of tro()[)s 
were arranged. The Deputy Insjieetor-Ocneral wais direc'ted to toui' the 
affected areas and arrangements were made foi the [losting of a Sub- 
Inspector to each military unit to co-ordinate police ami military activities. 
On the 19th October His Excellency the tiovernor, m\selt and the Inspectoi- 
Oeneral of Police visited Feni and flew over the affected areas oi the districts 
of Tippera and Noakhali. The Inspector-Oeneral returned to headquarters 
only on the 20th after siqiervising the arrangements. Two companies w'cre 
despatched at once one to Chandpur and one to Jiuksliam. On the Kith of 
October the Deputy Inspector-General •had to open fire in tlie jurisdiction 
of Begumganj thana and disperse a mob. On the same day the police 
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opened fire on the unruly mobs in some places in tlie jurisdiction of Cliand- 
pur and Manipur police-stations with some casualties in killed and wounded. 
On the loth and Kith the i>olice opened tire on tiiree occasions in Faridjjanj 
in Tippera district ki!lin<»: 5 and wounding 15. They ii^ain opened tire on 
the 19tl» of October in an area in ('handpur police-station killing: 5 and 
wounding 11). There was tiring at Ramganj on the 18th t)f October killing 
1 and wounding some. * 

I liope the honouiable members opposite are satisfied that drastic action 
was taken against the (»ffenders and tiring was i'eso]*ted to whenever tin* 
occasion arose for it. Thi' Inspector-deneral left Calcutta on the 2‘Jnd 
October and visited ('omilla and ('handpur to discuss tlu‘ situation. 
Arrangements for the despatch of troops W(M’e made. The jiolice nponed 
tire five times on tlie 18th October in Tbrahimpur, in Ohandpur ])olic(‘- 
station killing 2 and wounding some. This is the state of afl'aiis, Sir. 
Evei'ything was done as soon as information reached the autlioiities ami 
armed jiolice wane sent from all parts ol Bengal to tlu‘ affected areas and 
the military w^ere also mobilised and they took acdion wduMi'ver the_\ found 
violence taking jilaCe. Not only did they ojien tire on such occasions but 
they prevented trouble from spreading further tor which they traversed the 
whole area as much as was jiossible under the circumstamavs. 

J think, Sir, this compaies vei-y favourably with any action that any 
(lovernment could have taken in the matter. 'Phen after that. Sir, wv 
started taking steps fVir the ])ur]U)S(‘ of rehabilitation oi the I’efugecs. 
Reference has been made to Mahatma (landhi’s visit over theie. Mahatma 
Gandhi, Sir, has gone there wuth the object of restoiing confidence among 
the Hindus. He has gone there to sjieaK to them and to ask tlnun to come 
back. This is the jiolicy of this (jovmnnient. as well, Sii', that thei'i' should 
be rehabilitation and that thi* Hindus should go back to the areas where 
their homes are and should not be frightmied. 

When I wont to Noakhali and Tipj)era 1 met huge ciowds of Miissal- 
mans and there was unanimity amongst them that tin* Hindus should come 
back, and they guaranteed tliem protection and said that their ow'n lives 
would be forfeited if anything hapj)(*ned to the Hindus. lhitortunat(‘ly, 
at that time there were (}uite a large number ol persons posing* as volunteers 
of various organizations, w'ho, whih* wt* were making airangt'nients foi' tin* 
Hindus t(» come back, were instrueding them not to do so, and were even 
encouraging e:xodus, so much so, that even on the day that Mahatma 
Gandhi arrived over tln'ie, there was general exodus oi Hindus fiom those 
areas. If the Hindus could trust the Musjims sufficiently, the Muslims in 
their turn guaranteed them {)rr)tec,tion . 8o, it will be seen that it was not 

the Muslim community as a whole that was i*esponsi]>le, it was not, a geneial 
uprising of the Muslim community against a minority community. I am 
absolutely confident and you will also honestly admit that had it not hi'en 
so, the incidents waiuld not have been as restricted as the.v were in magnitude 
and extent. 

Sir, I think it is right and jiropei that I should place bi'fort* the Housi* 
the extent of the damage, for (jovernment have nothing to conceal ami I 
have no desire to conceal, let tlu* world kpow and conijiare and then judge. 
Sir, a great deal has been said of tlie extent of the damage caused liy these 
incidents. Sir, let me say at once that the damage caused by these* 
incidents of cruelty and hearth‘ssness performed by an aggressor community, 
namely, wdiat took place in Noakha'i, pales into insignificance comiian'd 
with wdiat was done in other and ditfeient parts of the country. Let me 
also say that this speaks volumes for the Muslim nation and the Muslim 
people at Noakhali. Let me tell you. Sir, that only 418 villages, ‘.241) in 
Noakhali and 178 in Tippera yvere afiecteel. Of the number of jiersons 
killed and wo have taken a complete tally oyci and over again on this ]>oint, 
because we have given every consideraalion even to rumours of complaint, 
and have tried to check them up.' I placed two judicial officers on special 
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duty for tlio purpone of aHsessinj? for theiiiseivos what actually took place. 
They were judicial officers of the highest integrity and impartiality and they 

reported (interruptions). (One noNontABLE mkmuer : Who were 

they? But after all they were your own officers.) Yes, they were our 
own officers but 1 may re])eat that they are officers of the highest integrity 
and impartiality. Their names are Mr. K. Simpson, I.f.S., and Mr. R. 
(hipta, LC.S. I will deal in delail with Mr. Siin])son’s report when I come 
to that part. It is in tln-ir rej)o]l and we have checked u]) those rep()rts 
over and over again, and as a matter of fa(d, I am giving you more than 
what they gave ns, that in .Voakhali 14') men were killed and in Ti])pera 47, 
total 182. .lust (!ompar(‘ this figure with the figure ascribed by my friends 
on the other side, which is in thousands, and tens of thousands. Respect- 
a])le lead(‘is of th(‘ (bngicss ])arty startled the world b\ saving that as man> 
as 5,000 Hindus had been killed, and ])reci])itat(‘d incidents elsewhere. 
Tlie number of })eisons injured in Noakliali is not known ])ut it was small, 
and in Tippcua it was 50, which included 40 Muslims. As regards abduc- 
tion, and here 1 am also pointing out about foi(;ib!(‘ mairiages, 1 may tell 
you, Sir, that this has been checked u]) not merely on the wild statements 
of the people but on ri'ports. If in this cr)nn(‘ction 1 say that only tcm 
persons cairns and com])lained, and they speak in tiu’ins of thousands and 
millions, then 1 am afraid the,\ are on the wrong sale of the stile. Abdu(“- 
tions in N{)akhali were ten in number, in Tippera nil. (fries ol “ridiculous” 
from ojiposition bencdi(*s.) Lid im‘ tell you again. Sir, that those jiiusons 
who say that it is ridiculous are doing so without knowh'dge or without 
their books. Besid<‘s, there is no (|Uestion of re])oit h(‘r(‘. It is a (| nest ion 
of comiilaints made ladbre police officers and in court ; in coui t huridnals 
and thousands of cases might have been brought against Miissalmans but 
there has not been an.\'thing oi the kiml. If th<*re wort* an\ thing on merits 
then the aggrieved ])(‘ople would have all come to the court and thou* would 
be many sucJi jieojile. A laige number ol these rejiorts wane inanufactur«*d 
in these rtdugoe tiamps, man> of them in one handwriting by tin* same 
jiersons and the names underneath strung together, b'rom the very first 
information repoit it was appaiamt that tin* ]>eo])l(‘ whose naiin's w'eia* there 
Avere not at all po'stMit there. The l•t‘])ol•t sa\s — number of forcible marriages 
in Noakhali tvfo, and in Ti]>pera nil, and it an\body amongst the gentlemen 
sitting here can ])roduce om‘ *more case 1 promise to look into it and to have 
it thoroughly invivst igateil. IdKOi, Sir, the number ot i.ipes in Noakhali 
is nil, Tipiiera nil; there was no s])ecific information about it, AVith regard 
to Mr. Sim])son’s report lu‘ has not rejiortml as a fact that 400 women were 
found by him to have la'en rapml. How can that be when tht‘y W'ere mostly 
old imm and women and (diildren? Mr. Simjison said that Hindus (aime 
to him and (uunplained and he put down the com])laints. The complaint wais 
general and vague, but not a singh‘ individual cast' was mentioned about 
rape. Tlnui, Sir, tlu'se two judicial officers, Mr. Sim])son and Mr. (lupta, 
W’ont from phu'c to place, from village to village, empiiring about an\ 
s])(‘cific cases ami I think the imunbers op])osit(‘ eannot chalh'iigt' the report 
of thes(' tw’o otficers sitting here and knowing nothing about it. Tlum. 
Sir, w'ith regard to conversions I must say that thi'ie was a good deal of 
conversion. But no one there believes in this conversion and was seiious 
about it and now Hindus there arf^ going about in their Hindu costume and 
Hindu form and the feeling that they were (‘onverts has altogether vanished. 
Neither Hindus nor the Muslims in those areas think tlnit these were 
genuine conversions. Now, Sir, if 1 comjiare this position with what took 
place ill Bihar from where I have got reports from persons wdio have been 
to Bihar 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. Is he entitled 
to mention about Bihar when he himself wms against it? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Suhrawardy, you had better avoid it. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I was roquesiin^ the 

members opposite to to Ibhar an<l (here the Hoirble ('liief Minister 

having reached time limit resumed his seat). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir, may I reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you have no right ot reidy. 

The (|uestion })etor(' the IIoust‘ is that tliis Oouneil do adjourn its 
liusiness to discuss a definite matt(‘r of urgent public importanc**, jianiely, 
the situation tliat has been arisen due to (he teriibh* atiocilit's comniitied 
upon the Hindus in the district ot Noakliali and Tippera in October and 
Novemlau* last when lai'ge Jiumlx'r of Hindus, men, women and children, 
were brutally kilhnl their j)roperties looted, houses burnt, women abduct- 
ed, raped and forcibly married and thousands of tlumi torcibly converteil 
to Islam by w ell-organised bands of Muslim hooligans under a pixnUeditattal 
jilan and tlu' iailurt* ol tlu‘ Oovtunnumt t.o previmt or ]U(mip(ly clu*ck the 
sanu‘ or to ri'uder tiimdy assistance' to the p(‘ 0 ]d(‘ afl'ecte'd and to make 
ade(|uate jirovisions loi' the piot<'c(ion and n'habilitat ion of the le'fugee's Avho 
w ('re l•('lld('r('d honu'h'ss ipid ])(‘nndess by these distuibances. 


The motion was ])ut and a division takc'ii with tin' fidlowing rt'sult: — 


AYES -15. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oas. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish. 


NOES 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. | 

Rai Bahadur D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossen. I 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. ' 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazai Ellahi. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 


The Ayes being lo nnd the Noes 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House 
tomorrow. 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Saijyal. 


23. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Moazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Mr. Amluyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

Hajj Md. Yusuf. 


the motion was lost, 
stiinils adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 


Adiournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 2-15 i>.m. on Friday, the 7th February 
1947. 
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Members absent. 

■ ;/ ‘TJie following member^^ were a})Hent from the meeting held on the 6th 
I^ebrtiary J 947 .* — 

,(J) A])dii11a,-al-M{i]miiid, 

’ |(2Xjfj^lr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d)'Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasliid t'howdhury, 

'(4) Tim Hon’ble Mr. A]>diil (lofran, 

(5) Sir Md. Azizul Ilaque, Khun Baliadiir, 

(6) Mr. Munf’turiim -Juijmriu, 

( 7 ) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kubir, 

*(8) Alliaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(9) ^ Mr.* Syed Abdul Majid, 

(10) Mr. (leorge Mor^^an, c.i.K., 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nirnmo, 

(12) I>r. Kuniud Saiikar Ray, 

(Id) Mr. Satish (diandra, Sen and 
(14) ])r. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947-— No. 3. 


The CorNciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative BuiMing, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 7th February, 1947, at 2-1') p.m. being th» third 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (12 (2) (a) of the Govern- , 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pbasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in ithe Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may I mention one thing. It 
seems that there will be a general strike on Monday next. There would 
be bus strike also and it will be very inconvenient for the members to attend 
the meeting 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please mention it after the questions are over. We 
shall now take up questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALh Sir, the Hon’ble Minister for 
Civil Supplies may be late for a few minutes so (questions Nos. 32 and 33 
may be held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, tliese questions liave been lield over 
since 1{)44. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: These questions may be held over for a few minutes 


Allowance to security prisoners. 

34. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr, Humayun Kabir): (r?,) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home lle])artment f)e pleased to state the amount of allowance sanctioned 
for each ot the following security jiidsoners, viz, — 

(/) Mr. Jogendra Chandra Dutta, in the Dacca Jail; 

- (/'/■) Mr. Phanindra Bikas Das Gupta, detained in the Dacca Jail; 

(Hi) Mr. Amalendu Bikas Das, detained in the Dacca Jail; 

(/?') Mr. Tarakeshwar Prasad Sinha, iletained in the Diim Dum Jail; 

( r) Mr. Sautosli Kumar Bhattacharyya, detained in tlie Faridpur Jail; 
(?n Mr. Hariganga Basak. detained in tl^ Dac(‘a Jail; 

(ri/) Dr. Suresh Chandra Dhar, detained in the Mymeiisingh Jail; 

(viii) Mr. Gduranga Chandra Das, detained in the Faridpur Jail; 

(/>) Mr. Bejoy Narayan Hoy, detained in the Mymeusingh Jail; 

(.r) Swami Jnanananda, detained in the Buxa Special Jail; and 

Dwijeudra Nath Sen Gupta, detained in the Alipore Central Jail? 
(/>) When were the allowances sanctioned in respect of each of these 
security prisoners ? 

5 
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Mr. ABDUR RASHIDi Parliameiitary Secretary (on behalf of the Minister 
In charge of the Home Department): (a) (i) and (h) KslO per montli 
witbi effect from the 12th April, 194^ Enhanced to Rs.lh per month with 

effect from the Ist April, 1943. Finally enhanced to Rs.SO per month with 

effect from the Ist July, 1944. 

* (ii) Rs.lS per month with effect from the 26th March, 1942. Enhanced 
♦o R8.20 per month with effect from the Ist August, 1942. Further enhanced 
to Rs.50 per month with effect from the Ist April, 1943. Finally enhanced 

to Rs.TO per month with effect from the Ist June, 1945. 

(m) Rs.20 per month with effect from the 26th October, 1942. Enhanced 
to Rs.30 per month with effect from the Ist September, 1943. 

(iv) Government did not receive any representation from the security 
prisoner regarding his family allowance and no allowance was granted. 

(v) Rs.SO per month with effect from the 26th December, 1942. Enhanced 
to R8.40 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. Finally enhanced 
to R8.5() per month with effect from the Ist April, 1944. 

(vi) R8.20 per month with effect from the 28th November, 1942. 
Enhanced to Rs.30 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. Finally 
enhanced to Rs.40 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1945. 

(vii) Rs.30 ])er month with effect from the 7th May, 1942. Enhanced 
to R8.40 per month with effect from the 1st September, 1942. Further 
enhanced to Rs.OO ])er month with effect from the 1st Ai)ril, lff43. Finally 
enhanced to Rs. 70 per month with eft'ecd from the 1st May, 1944. 

(mii) Rs.l5 jjer month with effect from the 28th November, 1942. 

(m) 118.15 ])er month with effect from the 7th September, 1942. Enhanced 
to R8.20 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. Finally enhanced 
to Rs.25 per month with effect from th(‘ 1st February, 1944. 

(j^) R8.30 per month with effect from the 1st A])ril, 1945. 

(.n) Rs.lO ])er month wuth effect from the 16th March, 1943. Enhanced 
to Rh. 40 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. 

Mr. BIREH ROY; In respect to the answer given to item No. (vi 
namely, “Rs.l5 per month with effect from the 28th November, 1942”, 
the Parlialhentary Secretary please state whether it is possible for a man 
to live o» Rs.l5 per mopth and whether the Government wull consi ler 
reviewing this case? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID; Sir, may I point out that tliere are no more 
security prisoners in jail, all having been since released, and as such, 
Mr. Biren Roy’s question does not arise. 


Road from Satkania Munsiff’s Court to Banskhali. 

35. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr* AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan); (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether the Government propose to construct a inotorable road from Satkania 
Munsift^s Court to Banskhali* which is within the jurisdiction of the said 
Mimsiffi and Satkania khas muhal to facilitate conveyance of the litigant 
public and touring officers at Chittagong? 

(h) Are the Government aw^are of estimates made on many occasions 
previously by the District Engineer, District Board, for erection of Dalu 
Bridge for conofllimni cation between Satkania and Banskhali police-stations, 
Chittagong, and what was the estimated amount? 

(c) When do the Government propose to take up the construction work 
of the said important bridge between the two police-stations? 
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MINISTEII in charge of the DEPARTMEMT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All); (a) The post- 
war road plan of the Chittagong district includes proposal for construction 
of a motorable road in the area mentioned. 

(6) Yes, Rs.38,653. 

(c) It depends upon the priority which may be allatied to this work. 
This has not been done till now. 

Non-Government College at Jalpaiguri. 

36. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware of the existence of a non-Government 

college, named A. C. College, in the town of Jalpaiguri; 

(b) if the Government desire to make some grant to this college for pur- 

chasing scientific apparatus; 

(c) if the Government have prepared a statement of the names of 

colleges and the amount of contribution proposed to be given to 
each out of the budget of Rs. 2, 84, 000 if passed by the Legisla- 
ture under the head “Furniture and equipment grants and other 
grants to the nqn -Government Arts Colleges”; and 

(d) if so, if he wilLplace a statement before this House? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (({) Yes. 

(b) In 1940-47 Government sanctioned the payment of a grant of Rs.750 
for laboratories and Rs.750 for library to the college. 

(c) and (d) The budget ])rovision of Rs. 2, 84, 000 includes Rs. 2, 10,000 for 
payment of dearness allowance to non-Government colleges and Rs.74,000 for 
furniture and equipment granhs to such colleges. 

The college is being paid the usual <learness allowance. A statement 
regarding distrihution of furniture and equipment grants is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to ?// reply to question No. 3(1, slwu'ing the distrihvtion 
of furniture and equipment grants to colleges for the year 1946-47 
{amount Rs.74,()00). 


Serial Name of College. Amount 

No. 

* Rs. 

1. A. M, College, Mymonsingh .. .. .. .. 1,760 

2. Ashutosh College . . . . . . . . 2,760 

3. Bangabasi College . . . . . . . . 2,760 

4. Bankura College . . . . . . . . 1 ,500 

5. B. M. College, Barisal . . . . . . . . 2,000 

6. Burdwan Raj College . . . . . . , . 1,760 

7. Charmichael College, Rangpur .. .. .. .. 1,760< 

8. City College . . . . . . . . 2,260 

9. Daulatpur College . . . . . . 2,000 

10. Feni College •• .. .. .. 1,000 

11. Edward College, Pabna .. .. 1,760 

12. Narasinha Dutta College .. .. .. .. 1,760 

13. Saadat College . . . . . . 1,260 

14. K. C. College, Hetampore . . . . . . 1,000 

16. K. N. College, Berhampore . • . • . . 1,600 

16. Midnapore College • . • . • . . . 1,760 

17. P. K. College, Contai . • • • 1 %, . 1,000 

18. P. C. College, Bagerhat . . 1,600 

19. Ripon College . . • • . . . , 2,600 

20. Scottish Church College . • • • • . . . 2,750 

21. Serampore College • « . . 1,000 

22. St. Joseph’s College, Calcutta . . ^ • • . . . . 500 
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23. 

St. Paul’s College, Calcutta 


1,760 

24. 

St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta 


2,600 

26. 

Uttarpara College 


1,600 

26. 

Vidyasagar College 


2,760 

27. 

Sir Asutosh College 


1,760 

28. 

Bogra College 


1,260 

29. 

Serajganj College 


1,000 

30. 

Ramkrishna Mission Vidyamandir 


1,600 

31. 

Jessore College 

Chakhar F. Huq College 


760 

32. 


1,760 

33. 

Ramdia Sree Krishna College 


1,260 

34. 

Manindra Chandra College, Calcutta 


1,000 

35. 

8. U. M. Institution 


260 

36. 

A. C. College, Jalpaiguri 


1,600 

37. 

Chaumuhani College 


1,260 

38. 

Kishoreganj College 


760 

39. 

Manickganj College 


760 

40. 

Kalna College 


600 

41. 

Charmichael Medical College 


760 

42. 

Malda College 


760 

43. 

Asansol College 


1,000 

44. 

Haraganga College 


1,600 

46. 

Victoria College, Comilla 


1,750 

46. 

Victoria College, Narail 

St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling 


1,000 

47. 


760 

48. 

Rajendra College, Faridpur 


1,000 

49. 

Ramananda College, Biahnupur 


1,000 

60. 

Ananda Ram J aipuira College, Calcutta 


1,000 

61. 

Victoria Institution, Calcutta 


1,500 

62. 

St. Helen’s College, Kurseong 


600 


74,000 


Mfi LALIT GHAKDRA DAS: Why is the grant for laboratory to the 
A. C. College, Jalpuiguri, so low — only Rs.ToO? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Well, in 
your opinion it may be low but in other’s opinion it may be reasonable or 
nigh. Neither iLS it possible to meet the full requirements of every college 
from the fiftances we have got at our disposal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When you say that the requirements of 
[the colleges cannot be met from your finances can you explain how you could 
allot Rs. 10,00,00(1 for Muslim education P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that (juestion really arises. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; It arises in this way, Sir, because the 
Hon’ble Minister said that he could not meet the requirements of the 
colleges in respect of laboratories, libraries, etc., from the finances at his 
disposal and therefore 1 ask. Sir, how it could be possible for him to make 
an allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees for Muslim education? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is an argument; it is not a question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir, I shall put it in the form 
of a question like this. In view of the fact that an allotment of 10 lakhs 
of n^ees could be made in the budget for Muslim education, wdiy could not 
the Hon'ble Minister consider the claims of so many colleges in respect of 
their requirements and how could he make such a low allotment of Rs.ToO 
towards the laboratory for the A. C. College at Jalpaiguri? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; How do you 

say it is low? I have not got the demand made by this college before me, ^ 
nor those made by other colleges, and I do not know if there was any specific 
demand at all from the college in question. 
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WITb LALIT CHANDRA DA8« Then how could you at all make allot- 
ments if you did not know anything about the demands madeP 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the A. C. College, Jalpaiguri, is one of the most infant institu- 
tions amongst the colleges in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: That may be. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H ; Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that it is extremely difficult for this infant institution to carry on 
without much more help than has already been granted to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, Sir, I am not 
aware. There are very wealthy people in the district of Jalpaiguri, and 
I think that if they contribute and make donations to this institution 
generously, it could be run very efficiently. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H ; Is he aware that 
Jalpaiguri people have granted handsome donations to this college and have 
established the college at great expense and that what they want is only 
a maintenance grant to carry on its ordinary activities, that is, a few 
thousands? Will the Hon'ble Minister please enquire of the institution as 
to what is its deficit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, Sir. I am not 
prepared to enquire into whether they have any deficit or its extent. They 
can apply for grants according to the rules, and it will then be certainly 
taken into consideration. 


Excavation of the Damodar Canal. 

37. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the /lon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state- 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to a leading article in a Perojpur 

weekly, dated 14th April, 1946, regarding nature of the work of 
excavation of the Damodar Canal off Perojpur in the district of 
Bakarganj ; 

(b) if so, what steps the Government have taken to stop the work at a 

time of the season wdien such work is next to impossible and 
further to make good the damage done in connection wdth the 
said excavation work ; 

(c) the reasons for not undertaking the excavation works of the Feeder 

along with the excavation w'ork of the Damodar; 

((/) the names of the contractors employed in this connection; 

(e) in view of the report referred to in part (a) standing uncontradicted 
if the Government proposed to institute l^egal proceedings against 
the contractors concerned ; and 
(/) if not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAY8 (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): (a) and (b) 

iYes. The work was taken up according to specifications and w^as suspended 
on the 15th June, 194G, on account of rains. No damage was caused. 

(c) Due to shortness of time before the start of the rains the work of 
excavation of the Feeder could not be taken up along with the work of 
the main Damodar k?uil. 
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{d) The names are — 

(1) Maulvi Md. Serajul Huq. 

(2) Maulvi Md. Ismail. 

(3) Maulvi Md. Hashem Khan. 

(4) Maulvi Nuruddin Ahmed. 

(5) Babu M. L. Sarkar. 

(6) Babu Khitish Chandra Ghosh. 

(7) Babu Jagadish Chandra Pal. 

(8) Babu Rohini Kanta Biswas. 

(e) and (/) Do not arise. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of {c) will the Hon’ble 
Minister please let us know if before this work is taken up again the feeder 
khals will also be taken up along with it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I could not 
follow the question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Mazumdar please repeat his question? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My question is this : Regarding the 
excavation of the feeder khals the work has been stopped and could not be 
taken up along witii the work of the main Damodar Khal. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether the excavation of these feeder khals will be 
taken up along with the re-excavation of the main canal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Naturally, in due 
course it will be (taken up. 

Pemumently-sottled estates in Bengal* 

38. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan): {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and £and Revenue be pleased to state — 

(/’) the numl)er of permanently-settled estates in different districts of 
Bengal; and 

(w) the dates of their creation iu different districts with the terms 
thereof ? ' 

(6) Is it not a fact that the number of permanently-settled estates in 
Chittagong is comparatively great? 

(c) When were the following permanently-settled estates of Chittagong 
oripnally created and were they created in the time of East India Company 
or in the time of Queen Victoria : — 

(?) Taraf Aliar Khan, bearing touzi No. 51 of Chittagong Collectorate ; 

(n) Taraf Bhikan, bearing touzi No. 587 of Chittagong Collectorate; 

{in) Taraf Jabardasta Khan, bearing touzi No. 1281 of Chittagong 
Collectorate ; ^nd 

(tv) Taraf Ramchand, bearing touzi No. 2463 of Chittagong Collectorate? 

Mr. ABDUR RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue): (a)(i) 
A statement is laid on the Table. 

(ii) The information is not readily available and its collection would 
entail so much time, labour and ex}>ens6 that Government regrets that it is 
not prepared to undertake the task. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) In 1793 at the time of the East India Company. 



1947.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


57 


Statement referred to in reply to question No. 38* 

District. Number of permanently- 

settit^ eeliates. 

Burdwan Division — 

Burdwan 
Birbhum 
Bankura 
Kidnapore 
Hooghly 
Howrah 

Presidency Division — 

24-Pargana8 
Nadia 

Murshidabad 
Jessore 
Khulna 


Dacca Division — 


Dacca 

... 11,202 

Myniensingh 

... 10,125 

Faridjnir 

... 5,913 

Bakarganj 

... 3,228 

(Chittagong Division — 

Chittagong 

... 28,156 

Tipi>era 

... 3,540 

Noakhali 

... 1,547 

Rajshahi Division — 

Rajshahi 

... 1,860 

Din aj pur 

... 1,097 

Jalixiiguri 

77 

Rangpur 

683 

Bogra 

* ... 665 

Pabna 

... 1,902 

Malda 

760 

Darjeeling 

4 


« ■■ 

Total ... 94,239 


Non-abolition of zemindary system in Chittagong. 

39. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHaODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan). Will ithe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

(a) what effect has been given to the resolution passed on the Ist June, 
1945, by the Chittago^ Landlords' Association and sent on the 
5th July, 1945, to the Ohief Secretary, Government of Bengal, by 
the Secretary of the said Association for non-abolition of the 
zemindary system in Chittagong on the ground that no profit has 
been allowed to them as has been given to those of other districts 
of Bengal; 

{h) what were the Government revenue, cess and education cesses pay- 
able in Taraf Aliar Khan, bearing touzi No. 51 o-f the Chittagong 
Collectorate ; 

(c) when and for what amount Ihe Government purchased the said 

taraf; and 

(d) whether the Government are aware that by the abolition of zemindary 

system of Chittagong the Government will be loser? 


2,172 

2,219 

2,487 

928 


1,135 

1,529 

2,727 

2,861 

906 
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Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamantary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue): (a) 

* The resolution of the Association is not acceptable to Government. 

Rs. a. p. 

{h) Land Revenue ... 1,600 9 0 

Cbss . . . 438 2 6 

Education cess ... 572 11 G 

(c) The taraf was sold on the 15th March, 1943, for the arrear revenue 
of Rs. 1,411-9-9 and was Tniichased by Government for Re.l. 

{d) No. 

Repireeentation of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Public Accounts 

Committee. 

40. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department l>e pleased to state — 

{a) whether he declared on the floor of the Council that the Government 
had decided to give two seats to ^he Council on the Public 
Accounts Committee; 

(b) whether he further stated that the mode in which those two members 

would be taken in the said Joint Committee of both the Houses 
would be determined by the Hon’ble the Speaker and the Hon’ble 
the President; 

(c) whether he is aware if they met and decided the method of incor- 

I)orating those two members; and 

{d) when will the Public Accounts (Committee meet with the two members 
of the Council and when will the Government’s decision l>e given 
etfect to? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) and {h) Yes. 

(c) In the meeting whfbh was held for this purpf)se certain legal difii cul- 
lies in the way' of amendment of the rules were considered and it was decided 
to refer the matter to the Advocate-General for his opinion. Necessaiy 
action has accordingly been taken. 

(d) As already explained,* final action will have to await receipt of 
Advc^pate-General’s opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVhen was the opinion of the Advocate- 
General sought? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Will the Hon ble 

Minister please state as to w'hat was really the legal difiiculty involved in 
this matter P , 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The difliculty is with regard to 
the implication of the tentative decision which was taken by Government 
and which w'as announced to the Council. Since then the Legislative 
Department felt that there are a lot of difficulties in having a joint com- 
mittee because the Government of India Act, P>3”), did not provide for 
placing finance matters or matters dealing with ijccounts before the Upper 
House. They also felt that there was no provision in the Procedure Rules 
for anything of the kind. No joint committee was ever contemplated. So 
these are the difficulties pointed out by the Legislative Department. 
There was no provision in the Rules of Procedure for having any kind of 
Joint Committee, This fact was pointed out by the Legislative Department 
previously when Government had obtained the opinion of, I think, either the 
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Legal Remembrancer or some other legal officer of the Government that it 
was possible to have a Joint Committee because there is nothing in the 
Government of India Act and the rules framed thereunder to debar the 
formation of such a Joint Committee. But the Legislative Department held 
a different view and therefore we have had to take legal opinion after show- 
ing the precis of the memorandum to the Legislative Department which 
was forwarded by the joint conference of the Hon’ble President, the Hon’ble 
Speaker, the Finance Minister and presided oyer by the Hon’ble President. 
It was decided at the conference that a precis should be submitted to the 
Hon’ble President of the Council and the Hon’ble Speaker of the Assembly 
and that is why there is some delay. We had to refer it to the Hon’ble 
President who sent it back with certain observations and then it had to go 
to the Legislative Assembly and that is why there has been some delay 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble President throw' some 
light on the point as his name has been dragged in the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What the Hon’ble Finance Minister has said is 
substantially correct. We met at a joint meeting of the Hon’ble Speaker, 
myself and the Hon’ble Finance Minister and we w'ere informed there that 
ithe Legislative Department pointed out certain legal difficulties in forming 
a joint committee. It was then decided at the meeting that the matter 
should be referred to the Advocate-Genei’al w'ith regard to that particular 
point 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: When, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Some time ago, I do not remember, I think in 
January 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This year? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Why was it found necessary 
to refer the matter to Advocate-General? Was it necessary because of its 
validity wlien it comes from the Advocate-General ? • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this that*the Legislative Department 
pointed out that the Government of India Act did not contem])late forma- 
tion of a Joint Committee of the Public Accounts of both Houses — it is 
ultra virvs of the Government of India Act. That was the contention of the 
Legislative Department and on that point reference was made to the 
Advocate-General. t 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are not the members of this 
House competent to do so 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL^MAHMOOD: AVhat was the specific legal objec- 
tion in the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May I make a suggestion? If you come over to 
my room I shall get hold of the papers and discuss the matter with you and 
explain the whole position. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I know' from the Hon’ble Minister 
if he proposes to recpiest the Advocate-General to expedite the reply ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I .shall certainly try to expedite 
the matter. But I mav sav that no harm has been done by the delay; 
because the Accounts for the previous year have already been passed by His 
Excellency the Governor during section 93 regime and there has not been 
any Public Accounts Commitee of the Legislature. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS:’ AVill the Hon’ble Minister implement 
his promise regarding the allotment of two seats to the members of the 
Council on the Public Accounts Committee? 
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May I just request you, Mr. Das, to wait patiently 
discos this matter in my room. I think that will be 
much better and we would be able to discuss the whole matter there. 

MAZUMDAR; If this question is not settled before the 
Budget 18 placed, we shall not take any part in the Budget discussion. 

hdpM '"“'S: ' '■ 

MAZUMDAR: Sir, the prestige of the whole House is 
involved in this question. It is not a question of any party here The 
matter must be settled before the Budget is presented to this House. 

this^mattM^**^^**^* ^ request you to come to my room to discuss 

u regards question No. 41, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge wanted 

to read the answer tomself. Unfortunately, he is absent. So let the ques- 
tion be held over. We may take up question Net. 32. 


Sale of stock pf pulses by Government. 

32. Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hoii’ble Minister in 
liar^e ot the Department of Civil Sujiplies be pleased to state whether in 
he month of March, 1944, tenders were invited by advertisements in the 
)caJ newspapers for the sale of pulses (dal) by the Government.^ 

(h) Why were the pulses sold and what was the total quantity offered 
►r saler 

(r) At what jirices were these pulses jiurehased and at what prices were 
lese riis])osed*()f ? 

(d) Did the Government. incur any loss by sueh transactions, and if so 

hat was the amount of the loss? ’ 

(e) Is it a fact that the pulses sold to the Calcutta traders were of a very 
id quality? 

DEPARTMENT of CIVIL SUPPLIES (the 
on’blo Mr, Abdul Gofran): (a) Yes. 

(h) The ])ulses were offered for sale, because of — 

(/) poor offtake; and 

(h) the apprehension, that unless quickly disposed of, these might be a 
total loss to Government. 

The quantity offered for sale was 479,159 maunds. 

(c) The average rate of prcnmiViiient, taking all varieties into considera- 
m, was Rs. 14-8-3 per maund, and the average rate of sale was Rs.9-I0-2 
r maund. 

(d) Government incurred a loss of R 3 . 23 , 38 ,d 95 -ll-ll. 

(e) Some portion of the grain had slightly deteriorated, but it would not 

correct to say that the pulses sold to the Calcutta traders were of very 

(1 quality. 

^ CHANDRA DAS: In view of this terrible* loss, did the 
on ble Minister make enquiry into the conduct of the officers who 
alt with these pulses? Has any of these officers been brought to justice, 
smissed or suspended P o j , 
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Tho Hon’tlls Mfi ABDUL COFRANs I have alreaciy stated in reply to 
part (e) that because the quality was somewhat bad therefore it had to be 
sold at a reduced rate. So, it was not the fault of any officer and hence no 
action has been taken. 

Mfi BIREN ROY: Government say that some portion of the grain had 
slightly deteriorated. So, why the entire quantity was sold at a reduced 
price ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It was unfit for consumption. and 
therefore it was not thought necessary to keep any quantity left. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Obviously this happened at the 
time of the last Ministry. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister to find out from 
his Department as to the proportion of the grain that was slightly 
deteriorated. He said some portion had slightly deteriorated. In view of 
this answer what was the justification of putting the entire quantity in the 
market and thus incur an average loss of R8.5-2 per maund making a total 
loss of R8.23, 38, 395-11-11 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have already given my answer 
to 'that and it is in answer' (h){i) and (/V) as follows “because of poor off- 
take and the apprehension that unless quickly disposed of these might be 
a total loss to Government”. Moreover this was an occurrence of 1944 and 
it is now useless, I think, to pursue this matter because it will be impossible 
Jo find out what portion of the stock had actually deteriorated. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question is that even with 
the establishment of the Civil Supplies Department it could bring about the 
possibility of such sales at the loss of so much money to the Goveinment 
of Bengal. Therefore an enquiry into the conduct of the officials of the 
department is essential because after all the Government had a Rationing 
Department running simultaneously and these could have been given to the 
public through this rationing department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 1 think no reply is*necessary. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: We want information whether 
the Minister will enquire into this matter more deeply to find out what was 
the exact reason wdiy this entire quantity of t/a/ was thrown into the market 
for sale enabling the dealers to purchase them at a very low price and to 
sell the same at their discretion at any price* they liked. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Was there any other consideration ? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No other consideration. I have 
already stated that the offtake was poor. However, if the members like 
that I should have an enquiry made I shall do so. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister stated that this 
stuff was not fit for human consumption, and if it was so 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; 'l did not say that. Some por- 
tion had slightly deteriorated, that is what I said. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it a fact that good quality dal has 
been sold at a reduced rate and if so, why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Well, because there was no off- 
take. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; What do you mean by offtake? Will 
you please explfin it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: There was no demand in the 

market. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: We were not getting dal and you say 
there was no demand in the market. 

Mr« PRESIDENT* Mr. Mazumdar, you cannot go on arguing all the 
time. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: When was the pulse sold? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have not got the information 
just now in my hand and would like to have notice for such information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you enquire and let us know’ when 
was it sold? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes, if you want to have it, I 
shall make an enquiry and give you the information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In reply to the question of Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Ohowdhury the Hon ’hie Minister said that he would make an enquiry 
if the members so desired. We desire it and will you please make the 
enquiry? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it not due to the fact that 
unduly high price was paid at the source that this huge loss has been 
incurred ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are suggesting an answer; that is not a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that sometimes at the instance of the departmental officers much higher 
price is paid than the material deserved to be paid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No reply is necessary. Of 
course I shall make an enquiry and give the information to the honourable 
members. 

Mr. HAM DAS MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister stated that a por- 
tion of the stuff which not fit for human consumption was sold. For 
what purpose and to whom was this portion of the stuff sold ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I did not say that they were not 
fit for human consumption. What I said was this that “some portion of 
the grain had slightly deterior«ted and as they were not unfit for human 
consumption then they were sold in the open market. That was the reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you please look at the question 
and realise that this is a question put in 1944 and is being answered today 
in the year 1947 ? Is it to avoid the public scandal of incurring a loss of 
more than 28 lakhs of rupees for nothing that the answer has been delayed 
so long? 

ThQ Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL C,OFRAN: I cannot give any reason for 
that, but I shall try to be more quick in giving replies to questions in 
future. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please ask his office as to the reason for this delay in sending this reply to 
the Minister? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state whether the highest tender was accepted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
state how many tenders were received by the department? 







Th® Hon’IVto Mfa AODUL COFRAMS I want notice. 

ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD ! Will the Hon’ble Minsiter please 
eta te whether he is willing to place on the floor of the House a statement 
showing the rate of each tenderer? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Certainly. ' 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please place all the papers before the House in connection with this transac- 
tion from the very beginning, from the purchase right down to tlie sale to 
traders through whom it was distributed to the public, and the manner in 
which it passed through to the traders from the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: They are available now. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please make a statement in regard to this important matter? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has promised 
to make various statements: In that view the question may stand over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make 
a statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It wi\\ require sometime certainly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But could you not give me some idea? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: About the end of the session. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But before the end of the session he 
may go out ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; Sir, these things happened in 
1944: it will certainly require some time before I can make a statement. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Fifteen days is quite 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR:: Sir, how can lie bring forth any state- 
ment if tJiis question does not stand over? • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, the Hon’ble Minister can always make a 
statement, irrespective of any question. 


Quantity of old atta and flour lying with Covernment stockists in Calcutta. 

33. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (u) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supjilies be pleased to state whether it is a 
tact that huge (juantities of old at fa and flour weighing about 150,0(K) 
maunds are lying with the Government stockists in Calcutta and that they 
have become unfit for human consumption? 

(b) Where and how long were those bags of aUu and flour stored and 
how could they become unfit for human consumption ? 

(r) At what prices were these bags of^affa and flour ]>ur(‘hased and at 
what ])rices are they going to be sold? What guarantee is there that the 
unscrupulous traders would not try to undermine the health of the commun- 
ity by selling them to the consumers after mixing them up with good quality 
atta and flour? 

(d) What will be the Government loss by this transaction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) During 1943 and in 1944, 16,110 
maunds of atto and 75,131 maunds of flour deteriorated in Calcutta and 
became unfit for human consumption. 
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(h) Due to emergent conditions prevalent in 1943 and early in 1944 when 
severe restrictions were imposed on transport due to "urgent military require- 
ments, the considerable time 1^ between the date despatch and the date 
of arrival provoked deterioration during transit. Goods also arrived at a 
time when demand was no longer active as conditions had improved in 1944. 
It was also not possible for the Government to make immediate adequate 
arrangements for storage. In the circumstances it was inevitable that sub- 
stantial quantities of wheat products which are shortlived and susceptible 
to deterioration, particularly in a humid climate, should have gone bad. 

(c) The average purchase price of atta and flour were Rs.11-8 per maund 
of atta and Rs.M per maund of flour. The condemned stocks were sold to 
lecognised starch manufacturers; to preclude the possibility of the goods 
being disposed of for human consumption directly or as an adulterant, 
arrangements were made for the posting of inspectors to keep a watch on the 
progress of manufacture. 

(d) The loss to the Government is estimated to be about Rs. 10,00,000, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of the quality of atta that we are getting from the 
ration shops if it is not just possible that a large (quantity of this condemned 
atta found its place into these ration shops from where we are getting our 
supplies ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No, no. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Questions over. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have an adjournment motion. 
May I read it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Notice of an adjournmenl motion 
was given by Mr. Lalit ('handra Das to which I have given my consent. It 
runs as follows : — 

That thi^ Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, and of recent occurrence, namely, the serious 
situation arising out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi- 
charge by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration 
on “Viet-Nam” Day on the 21st January last, in front of the Senate House, 
Calcutta University (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 others injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including 
some lady students also. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, I want to raise a question 
and it is this — does it fulfil the conditions of adjournment of the Hoii:ie, 
namely, you should decide whether it is urgent. Simply because certain 
occurrence has taken place it cannot be the subject of an adjournment 
motion. Is there any urgency about it 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I may add. Sir, that the ques- 
tion for consideration is whether it is a matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I have considered these points. It is of recent 
occurrence and “urgency” implies that it must be of recent occurrence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 add. Sir, that the 
result of the occurrence must continue and it must have repurcussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ■ I am afraid, not. It was a serious occurrence, it 
did occur in the recent past, and one person was killed and several persons 
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injured. So I think it is a matter of urgent public importance. I have 
considered all these points and following the precedents for allowing 
adjournment motions Ht this House I have allowed this adjournment motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have you seen, Sir, the recent 
ruling of the Central Assembly 

Mr. PRESIDENT? I do not think you should disoi^ss this matter any 
further and try to go into the merits and demerits or refer to any observa- 
tions or rulings of the Hon’ble President of the Central Assembly. In 
coming to a decision regarding admissibility of adjournment motions I 
always take into consideration the rulingg of the Presiding officers of the- 
Central Legislature. Now, is there any objection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would now request honourable members in support 
of the motion to rise in their places. As Id honourable members have 
supported the motion, the mover has the leave of the House to move his 
motion. 1 fix Tuesday, the 11th February, at 2-L) p.m. for discussion of 
(this adjournment motion. 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I mention one 
thing in this connection. Government is most anxious to transact some 
important business in this House and we are placing before this House quite 
a large number of Bills which the House will have to consider but if 
adjournment motions such as these are moved from time to time, I regret 
to have to say that very important Government work is being hampered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: If the Government had managed their 
work properly there would not have been any necessity for bringing in these 
adjournment motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 would request both sides to reserve their observa- 
tions till the motion is before the House. 

Address Motions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, when the House adjourned on the last occa- 
sion I was giving in brief the past history of the development of Ihe ship 
building industry in India, particularly in Bengal. 1 ciled .^me instances 
from the foreign travellers who visited Bengal in the IGth century. rl 
showed at that time that many .ships were built-in Bengal. Sir, one of the 
famous Muslim Admiral Khairuddin Barbarosa said to Sultan Soleiman, 
the Magnificent that “He who rules the sea will shortly rule on the land 
also”. The history of no country illustrates this principle better than that 
of India. As I said on that occasion that lyidian shipping disappeared from 
the high seas in the 19th century. From 1840 it was monopolised by the 
foreign shipping.^ Admiral Fitz Herbert organised Indian Royal Navy on 
a large scale. With regard to the expansion of ships he produced a construc- 
tive programme by means of which ship building was going on in India. 
Ships were built in India during the last war. R.I.N, will consist of 250 
ships. For R.I.N. a great national mercantile marine is necessary. ITie 
Indians demanded a mercantile marine of their own. This attempt of 
Indians to create a national mercantile marine wa» looked upon by the 
Government at first as a wastage of effort when the British Companies were 
there to perform the services more efficiently and perhaps at less cost. That 
is why the reply came trom the then Government of India in 1941 that there 
was no necessity for the development of Indian shipping industry. The 
foreign interests in India looked upon it as an outstanding example of anti- 
foreign feeling, as manifestation of racial hostility. India has a coast-line 
of about 4,500 miles with 70 lakhs tons of coastal trade and at pre-war 
value — the value of the overseas import and export trade of India came up 
to about 475 crores a year. On 'the present value it would be more than 
double or treble of that figure. Moreover India is surrounded on three- 
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lidee by seas. It is both for purposes of internal and external trade and 
iefence, in other words, from the economic point of view and from the 
military point of view also India needs a strong navy, ^hus India is 
suffering economically every year on account of the absence of any mercan- 
tile marine. According to Professor Pigou “the fear of war was a potent 
factor in compelling Government to support the ship-building industry in 
England.” But unfortunately in India neither world war No. I nor the 
last world war No. II so far seems to have had any such effect on the 
Government of India. The Commerce Secretary definitely stated in 1941 
:hat the Government had no intention to encourage ship-building industry 
IS a part of the war effort. Explaining the position the Commerce Member 
pointed out that the emphasis was on tlie words “as part of the war effort” 
for the ships built in India would not be ready before another 3 or 4 years 
ind war needs cannot wait for such a long time. Events have proved the 
nvalidity of the Government position. But even before the war the Indian 
public insisted in demanding the development of Indian mercantile marine 
md it was supported by the recommendations of the Mercantile Marine 
2!ommittee. Sir, India needs a very powerful and efficient mercantile marine 
for defence also, because the Indian navy cannot expect to defend India 
mccessfully without the help of a mercantile marine. Speaking of Bengal 
[ may say, Sir, Bengal was all along famous for its ship-building industry. 
Previously Bengal had many harbours and they were full of ships and it was 
>nly during the 19th century that Bengal’s ship-building industry dis- 
appeared. Sir, it is to the credit of the Scindia Steam Navigation (’ompany 
:hat they wanted to establish a ship-building yard in Calcutta but 
unfortunately there was some difference of opinion between the Port Com- 
nissioners and the Company and the venue of their project had to be shifted 
;o Vizagapatam in Madras. Ihiring the war, 4, ()()() shi])s were repaired in 
[ndia and many small ships just like motor launches, mine-sweepers, etc., 
vere built, and about 80 thousands of peo])le were engaged in the ship 
)uilding industry in Vizagapatam. Coming from ('hittagong. Sir, I may 
lay that there was a successful ship-building industry established in ('liitta- 
fong and in my boyhood I saw many ships being buili and even during the 
jreat war No. I that industry was revived for some time and to a great 
extent. Sir, India with its large seacoast should give facilities for ship- 
building, but there was want of encouragement to this industry. 
Fortunately, •the present Government of India are trying their utmost to 
establish a ship-building yulustry in order to create an Indian mercantile 
narine, and a sub-committee lias already been appointed to consider this 
problem. I hope that at the time when the Committee will submit its report 
:hey will consider the case of Bengal. Bengal with the largest population 
md largest seacoast should be given every facility, encouiagement and 
lelp in develo])ing her ship-bulhling industry. Cntess the Government of 
India give liberal subsidy to this industry it cannot be developed vtu’y 
speedily. Sir, take the case of Australia; what was done in Australia during 
die lasfi war can also be expected to be done in Bengal if proper equipment 
md encouragement is forthcoming. We too have got here sailors who 
nan the ships and face the high seas at all hours of danger and therefore 
hey should be given all encouragement and scope. But unfortunately no 
jchool has been established in Bengal. for their training. I therefore hope 
hat the Government of Bengal should take up this matter most seriously 
md ask the Government of India to give all facilities to Bengal to revive 
md develop its lost ship-building industry. With these words I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the Hoinse. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved that an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hou’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to make a strong 
representation to the Government of India to give every encouragement, 
issistance and help to the development of Indian ship-building industry in 
Bengal, principally under Indian capital, control and management. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, my 
friend, Mr. Nui»^ Ahmed , has moved motion to the effect “that an Address 
he presented to His Excel lenc.v the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble 
tlie President of the Bengal Jjegislative Gouiicil recjuesting His Excellency 
to make a strong i‘ej)reseiitation to the Govionment of India to give every 
encouragement, assistance and lielp to the development of Indian ship-build- 
ing industry in Bengal, princi]>ally under Indian capital, control and manage- 
ment”. Sir, on behalt of the Governineht while supporting whole-heartedly 
the motion that has been moved by my friend I want to make one or two 
observations. My friend has state<l his case very ably and 1 can tell the 
House that we hope that in the not very distant future India will have her 
own mercantile marine, her own ship yards and her own coast guards 
against enemy atta(‘ks. This (piestion is under the consideration of the 
Government of India at the present moment. The Government of Bengal 
cannot do anything in this respecT except forwarding this proposal to the 
Government of India. 1 can say that 1 had occasion to visit Chittagong 
and when 1 looked fiom the sliore of the Bay of Bengal so many ships 
coming it reminded me that it is my country and there is nothing to guard 
the sea frontitu’s. The Port Commissioners gave an address to me ami in 
reply 1 gave an indication that we will try to establish a nautical school 
in ('hittagong so that Bengal would get trained and educated men fit to be 
a pro])er sailor and captain. My friend Mr. Nur Ahmed also suggested that 
one school should be established here. As at pre.sent situated Bengal can- 
not do anything in this respect. Evcm it the ('abinet Mission’s proposals 
are acc'epted we have nothing to do with Foreign Pelations, (’ommunications 
and l>(*lenct‘: Tlie,\ conit' undm' the (Vntral (lovmnmeiit . When tln*y c-ome 
within our s])heri‘ tlien it will be time for the Bengal Government to take 
them up. There was a tilin' when w'e usi*d to build the best of shi])s for the 
wholi' w’oi'ld. I read a K'port long bc'lore wherein it was stated that the 
wooden shi])s used to be built in Karachi and Surat — tliey were of the best 
types as tliere was no steam t'ugine at that time. Let us hojie tliat in not 
very distant futuii* India will build ships ot the newest type wdth up to 
date |)roj)ellor winch will pioM‘ (o b(‘ tin* ix'st ships in the world. Sir. 
beyond this I do not think I need say mori'. 1 wish good luck to Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. VV\' will toiward tin* jiroposal to tlie Government of hndia. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that an 
Address be jireseiitial to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal thiough 
the llon'ble the Pri'sidmit of Bengal Legislative Council requesting His 
klxctdlenc^N to make a .'-trong leprest'ntation to the Governmenl of India to 
give ever\ encouragement, a.ssistaiice ;ind helj^ to the development of Indian 
ship-building industry in Bengal, principally under Indian catiital, control 
and management. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’bJe the 
President of the Bengal Jjegi.slative Council requesting His Excellency to 
make a representation to the Governmenl ol India to establish a Military 
College in Bengal for tlie Iteneht of the Bengali peiqile. 

Sir, this motion is a very im])ortant one from military point of view and 
from other points ot view also. Sir, J think tlie necessity of a military 
college in Bengal is reali?^ed hy all right thinking jieople of Bengal. Bengal, 
Sir, has fallen on evil days. Bengal was known for her bravery, Bengal 
sujiplied }ier battalion to conquer Malacca and the other islands. There 
W'ere Bengali regiments commanded by Bengalees. Then came the Sepoy 
Mutiny of 1857 and Bengal’s battalion wms disbanded. Because it was 
thought that the Bengalees were very intelligent and as such they shauld 
be debarred from the military. Bengalees were shamefully styled as non- 
martial race. Afterwards Bengal lost gradually her bravery and spirit of 
enterprise. This ban was lilted at the time of tthe Great War No. 2. At 
6 
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[the time of tlio TjonI (ireat War No. 1 only 7,700 combatants and 53,00( 
non-combatants were recruited. In this war loo, 000 were recruited fron 
Bengal as combatant and non-combatants and moreover lo0,000 wer< 
recruited as saiJoJs foi mercantile marine. Bengal s young* men .proved t( 
be very skilful airpilots. At this psychological moment wdien the rremiei 
of the Punjab went to Delhi to consult about the selection of a site of ii 
military college in the Jbinjab, Bengal has not been consulted. The ques- 
tion of the nationalisation of the Indian Army has been finally settled and 
the cadet corps organisation sub-committee has been touring the jirovinces 
to pther opinion. While arrangements are being made for giving military 
training to college students and also in some other schools it is high time 
that Bengal should approach the (jovernnient of India for recognising its 
rightful and just claim for a military college in this province. Sir"^ for 
Bengal it is doubly necessary lama use Bengal’s claim is not recognised b\ 
other provinces and the ^Military Academy at Dehra Dun and at Poona do 
not at all consider tln^ ajqilications going Irom Bengal for admission very 
favourable. Sir, Bengal having tin* largest po])ulation it is im])erative that 
she should have a mililary corh‘ge of her own. 1 do not like to take th(‘ 
time of this House any longiu* at this stage though the resolution is a very 
important one. 1 would only ask the (lovernmenl of India to consider the 
claim of Bengal along with tln^ claims ol tin* Jbinjal> and other Provinces. 

1 appeal to the (lovernment ol Bengal lo take ’ u]) this question very 
seriously and fight ou< ior a college* in Bengal and thus give an o])portuni1v 
to the Bengalees to show their nierii and to remove Iht* stigma attached to 
the fair name of Bengal that Bengal is not ent(‘r])nsing, the Bengalees are 
idle pcuiple, tli(‘y aie (luill drivers, they belong to the class of the clerks. 
Sir, with this ajipeal I conclude and I liope that all tin* mem])ers will accord 
their unanimous aj)pi()val to this motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that an Address be 
presented to His Hxcellency the (Governor of liengal through the Hon'bh* 
the President of the Bengal li(‘gislative Council reqiu‘sting His Excelleiic.v 
to make a representation to the (iov(‘rnm(‘nl (d' India to (‘stahlish a Military 
(/ollege in Bengal tor the bmiefit of the Bengalee i)eo])le. 

The Hori’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, it ajqiears in the titmss 
)f things tliai a lesolution ot this typi* should have hi*eu moved by ii 
'epresentative irom Chittagong because ii theie is om* ])lact* in Bengal iii 
vhich a coll(*g<' of this l\j»e can be (‘stahlished it can la* in a jilace wlu'ie 
acilit.i(‘s lor militaix opt‘rations and tor na\al opioations as U(‘ll as ior 
,eria.l ojierahoiis exist. 1 understand. Sir, that, alter consnh'iahle research 
nd cogitathm, the (lo\ernm(*nt of India ha\c hit ujion Poona loi* (lie 
stablishinen t ol a (reiilial Mililaiy Colh'gi*. It is {)roposed to j)ut through 
. scheme ot National (adet Corps in all the Provinces and for that purpose 
lot long ago a commit tet* nu‘t me here in Calcutta and ] have assured them 
liat my Uo\ernmt'nt will give all jaissible iacilitn*s lor the establishment 
f such a ('orjis. But I want things to jiroceed much further. In the not 
istant past Bengal armies have found their way to the Punjali. We havi* 
een purposely emasculated and we have btmn damned with the theory of 
ot having any military Iraditiipi or that we are a non-niartial race. 1 deny 
Sir. We have a large* number ot strong, healthy peojile in our province 
s many of us know* to our joy on the one hand and sorrow on the other. 
Enable to find any avenm* for their energy and tor their health they become 
acoits, but the mat(*rial is there and can be ver> well utilisecl. I am 
certain that if w*e start giving a military leaning to our youths from tlH*ir 
)hool-age and give th(*m a bias towards miiitary training we shall be able 
) produce any number of regiments. It is a shame to Jfengal that wdiile 
ihar has a regiment of its owm, w’hile JVssam too has a regiment of its owui, 
engal has not \et been ])ermitted to have a regiment of its own. The 
inourable member has referred to the menfal and intellectual pow’ers of 
le Bengalees and how they have been jirevented from exliibiting them. I 
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am afraid, Sir, that in military circles these ((iialities are considered a draw- 
back. It would appear that a soldier is not expected to he intellip*ent or 
to exercise any considerable mental and intellectual })ovvers and oiu' of the 
deficiencies of the Bengalee in the Army has gemuallv been that a Bengalei* 
thinks too much and wislies to know the why a ml wiiereb ;■/ of a particular 
order. It is for that reason that it is neces'^ni’.N to incub ate in him trom his 
very childhood a sense of discijiline and obedience, and given the necessary 
training 1 have not the least doubt that in Bengal and from Ib'iigal we shall 
have one of the best armies in India. Now, Sir. 1 have corive\iMl to high 
(jUarters the desire of my (Tovernment foi- milital•^ training ami for tin* 
establishment, at any rate for tin* creation, of a Bengah'i' Itegiment. 1 
hopr that the (tovernment of India will consider this resolution sympat h(‘t i- 
cally and even though it may not at the iinvsent stagt* considi'r it fi'asjbh* 
to establish a Military fidlege it should take st(‘j)s to impart militaiv train- 
ing, territorials, militia, battalions, reginn'ut.s, and gi\e us tlu'.s(> various 
amenities. 1 hope that all sections of the House will sujiimTt this motion 
and will supjiorl our emh'avoiirs to I'aise an (‘ffeclive arm.\ in B(*ngal. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDEMT: The question beiore tin* House is that, 
an Addi’ess he yiresented to His KxcelhmcN (he (lovernor ol Bengal thi'ough 
the Hon'lile the Bj*(\sident of tin* Bc'Ugal Li'gislalixe Coum-il ie(|ueshng llis 
Kvcelhmcy to make a i'e])i'(*s(‘ntation to tin* (io\t*rnnienl of India to estaldish 
a Military bolh‘g(‘ in B(*ngal tor the benefit of tin* Ib'iigaha* people. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii’. 1 b(*g to move that an Aihlri'ss bt* ])resented 
to llis Excellency tin* (Jovi'iiior of Bi'iigal through (In* HoiThh* tin* Ibvsiilent 
of the Bengal Legislative ('oum'il with an (*arn(*^t appeal lo His Excellem^y 
to move the (lovernment of India to stop evictions ol Bengali immigrants 
from Assam by the jut'senf Assam (iov(*j'nnn*nt. 

Sir, this is a (|U(*stiori nhicli r(‘lates to humanitanan policy. I do not 
want to take much turn* ovei' this motion. I ma\ sa\ tlo^t. inhuman 
barbarities are being ]a*rj)itrated in Assam in the shape of evicting thosi* 
A\lio iif one time eleait'd llie ,]ungl(*s and who taced the ferocious animals 
and made (host* waste and jungle lands fertile and sow crojis and thus made* 
them tit for human habitation. Th(‘se barbai-iti(‘s in the .sliapi* of eviction 
of the settlers are done b,\ Assam in spite of jirotest fiom all snli's, in sjiite 
(if apjieals to that (iovernim*nt on giouml.s id Iwimanity and on other gioumis. 

It is not umh*rstood why these ])oor ])eoj)le .ik* being driven out. of Assam 
and dejirived of flii'i?” food and shelter, .fustici* ami fairpla\ si'cms to have 
vanished from Ass:uii. It is said that one croie and iSI) lakhs acres of land 
art* lying fallow, in other words d crtiies biglias td land art* l,\'ing as vvast(‘ 
land fit for cultivation. In spite of .so much fallow land it is not under- 
stood why these people who liajipened to be niostl\ Muslims ami v\ Im w(*ni 
to Assam, some 20 years ago, some 1(1 yt*ar.s ago ami some d or 4 vears ago, 
were treated and are being treat(*d in thi.s way. The_\ ueiit (ht‘r(* many yea.i's 
before, established themx'lves there and built their honi(‘s. ch*ared jungU‘s 
and faced dangerous and ferocious animals and thus add(*d to the \vealtli (d‘ 
the Assam (jovernment. But these people are now lieing evict (*d and not 
only evicted, their crojis are being auction-sold and thus they are being 
driven to the wilderness. The latest report is that aluMit, d lakhs of peojile 
have been evicted. They with tlieir children and families, are suffering 
terribly and most of them are ©n the verge of death from starvation and 
other cause.s and the Assam Government liave not made any arrangement 
for their .settlement elsewhere. Sir, it is sad that the present Chief Minister 
of As.sam, Mr. Bordoloi, .says tlial he is not following any ne.w procedure. 
He says this policy is bein/ pursued* in accordance with the agreement 
which was agreed to between Sir Saadullah aud the then Congress Party 
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which was in Opposition and wliicit is now on tlio saddle there. Some of the 
relevant terms of that agreement are tf» the following effect:— 

(1) Those settled in Government reserves before the year 1938 should 

remain where they are. 

(2) Those originally settled on Government given binds and subse- 

quently taking shelter in reserves owing to river erosion of their 
lands or due to acquisition for military purptises should not 
be disturbed till they v\ere given lands oiitsidi' the reserves. 

(3) Individual cases of hardships resulting fnmi evictions to be consider- 

ed by the Government. 

(4) Line system policy, whicli segn^gjites tlu^ immigrants from the 

original inhabitants, should be given ii]) within three years. 

(5) Before carrying out this policy a silting eiuiuiry about encroach- 

ments and a survey of all available waste lands should b(‘ made, 
HO that a colonisation scheme might be started, i(*serving one- 
third of the available lands for future evpansion and the rest to 
he allotted to the different communities, such as, the caste 
Hindus, the Muslims and the Scheduled t’astes. An area at tin* 
foot of the hills also to be reserved for exclusive settlement of 
the tribal peoples. 

Later an amendment to this agreement was accepted by the Govern- 
ment — that' “any encrojicher who had raised one crop aftm’ spending 
considerable time clearing jungles, labour and money should also be pi’otect- 
ed from eviction”. These fundamental princi])les are not Ixdng folio W( m 1. 
Sir Saadullah has clearly shown that this agremnent is not being followed. 
Sir, Congress speaks of India as om‘ nation and they sp(*ak of iumlamental 
rights and all that. Here I may cite a portion of a resolution pass(‘d in 
Karachi by the Congress. ‘‘Every citizen is fn^c to move throughout India 
and to stay and settle in any part thereof, to ac(|uir(‘ ])rop(‘rty and to follow 
any [trade or calling and to be treated equally with ri'gard to legal prosecu- 
tion or protection in all jiarts of India.” Mr. Bordoloi is a membei’ of this 
Congress organisation, it is to be seen how these declarations aie giv(‘n 
effect to arfd are followed by the Congress Chief Minister of Assam. Sec- 
tion 98 of the Governme*it of India Act runs as tbllows: — “No subject of 
His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only of religion, jilace of 
birth, descent, colour or any of them lie ineligibh‘ for othci' undm- th(‘ Crown 
in India or be prohibited on any such grounds from acquiring, holding, 
disposing of property or carrying on any occuji.ition, trade, business or 
profession in British India. ^ 

Sir, it is very unfortunate that at a time wlnm thme should be peace 
and amity, good relations Ixdween Nation and Nation, between all the 
communities inhabiting this land systematic' and ciand atrocities are being 
perpetrated on human beings not in thousands but in lakhs who have 
produced the crop of the land, wdio have made tlndr laud of ado])tion a 
wealthy om* and they are cruelly jiei'seciited. Sir, is it not inhuman to 
evict persons from their homes with their families, with their little children H 
Is if not inhuman to sell his only means of livelihood, i.e., his ci'op, Avhich 
is produced at his cost and labour, to buy their lands in auction sale and 
to deprive them of their only means of lividihood^ Sir, this question wms 
referred to that great Indian and he replied that because the ])eople A'amt 
there without tlie permission of the Government, they should be evicted, 
but my appeal is tliat Avhen they went there, when they cleared the jungles, 
when they built houses, when they produc<*d crops, then the Government 
did not prohibit them from doing so. The Government allowed them at that 
time and acquiesced in allowing them to clear jungles to make the land 
more fertile to grow crops and the Government practically permitted them to 
do so and they can liave no right noT^to evict'them at this time. They are 
mostly Muslims and they are being brutally and cruelly treated. Sir, it is 
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nation. If it be so, why this discrimination against 
the Miisliin iinmigriints from Bengal? There are others from the United 
Provinces and other provinces and they own It) lakhs of acres of land. 
Theie is no eviction agninst them. W iiy shonhl this cruel policy lie follow- 
ed against the people of Bengal alone who are mostly f 9U per cent, of 
whom aie Muslims. Sir, I must say this that because the (government of 
Assam thinks that the number of Muslims will be increased in the land 
they feel that the Muslim immigrants should be mercilessly evicted from 
their legitimate homes. Sir, this question was put to the Horrhle Member 
for Foreign Relations of the (lovernment of India and he in his letter of 
reply to the Hon’ble Mr. (ioj)inath Bardoli, (^’hief Minister of Assam, has 
said as follows: “Tlu‘ Immigration (piestion is a complicated one and it 
has become a communal question wdiicli will make it more ditHcult ot .sfilu- 
tion. Every effort should b(‘ made to avoid giving prominence to the 
communal as[)ect of it. Essentially it is an economic question and it should 
be tackled in an economic way. It must be recognised that a sparsely 
populated area with vacant lands as Assam is at i)resent, cannot continue 
as it is with overcrowded provinces sunounding it. Therefore immigration 
is hound to take ])lace because of the economic urge for it. No amount f>f 
sentiment and not even laws will ultimately stop it. Indeed, even from 
the point of view of develoi)ing Assam joid making it a wealthier ])rovince, 
immigration is desirable. To talk in terms of stopping it is to ignore 
realities.” 

Sir, this statement is taken from a letter written by Pandit Jawahar Eal 
Nehru to the Uhief Minister of Assam. In this letter it is ap])arent that 
the Pandit at that time did not su])])ort tin* }>olicy of eviction hut my 
hum hit* itrayer and a])peai to the (jov(‘rnim*nt of Imlia is that it should ask 
the (lovernment of Assam to stop these cruel evictions. There has heen 
muoh agitation over this mattei* and the last Karachi st'ssion of the Muslim 
League passed a resolution which runs as follows: — 

“The Working Uommittt'C strongly condemns the haiharious ati'ocities 
committed by the Congress (lovernmt'nt in Assam on thousands of immi- 
grants hy foicihle mass t'viction.s of immigrants from the so-called 
j)rofessiona) grazing leseiveN and (ioveiamient waste lands hy demolishing 
their houses and driving them to wild(*rness rendering them homeless and 
destitute. 

The Committee further i-ecords its condemnation of the Assau) (if)V(‘rn- 
ment’s inhuman i)ractice of selling by aucfion the paddy and food crops of 
iTurnigrant cultivators, thereby depriving- thctn of the fruits of then- nirmths 
of labour, of their sob* rm‘ans of subsistence, and eAi)osing to starvation the 
families ami childien of the cultivators. The Committee urges u])on the 
Assam (lOvernment to ]uit an immediate stop to these inhuman evictions and 
auction sal(>s an<l allow settlement of (lovernment waste lands and excess 
lands in the professional grazing reserves to those cultivators wlio have 
spent time and labour in reclaiming their waste lands, built their homesteads 
and sown crops theia*. It is a matter of great surprise to the Committee 
that the Assam (jovernment persists in its policy of ojipiession of the 
immigrant cultivators at a time when ther,p is such acute food shortage in 
India.” 

Sir, appeal after appeal has been made by Mussalmans throughout India, 
and our popular Chief Minister also wanted to settle the (piestion In 
consultation. We however do not like to criticise harshly the (lovernment 
of Assam but when it is a question of inhuman sufferings nobody can remain 
unmoved. I therefore appeal to the House to accept this motion 
unanimously. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that an Address be 
presented to His Excellenc.t the Governor of Bengal through the HoiChle 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to 
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His Excellency to make a strong representation immediately lo the Govern- 
ment of India to stop evictions of Bengali immigrants from Assaip by the 
present Assam Government* 

Khan Bahadur GYA8U0DIN PATHAN: Sir, the mover of the motion 
has very elaborately discussed the subject of his motion. So I do not think 
it will be necessary for me to be long in my speech* Sir, the Assam evic- 
tion is now a matter of great comjern to all right-thinking persons in Bengal, 
in view of the fact that tiie evicted families are all Bengalees. Moreover, 
the method of eviction pursued by the Assam Government is not only 
inhuman but history fails to cite any such similar instance. We have read 
much about the inhuman and liarbarous atrocities of “Nainrud” and ”Ejid” 
of antiquity, but nowheie we have seen forcible eviction, followed by burn- 
ing of houses, (;ro])s and all that ladonged to the poor and helpless people 

and wholesale raids by eh'pliants. It may be noted that a tew years ago 

the services of these fearless Beng-jilees were considered neca'ssary to clear 
up jungles by fighting with wild and ferocious beasts sucli as tigers, leopar<1s, 
elephants, but all on a sudden these peo])le who cleaied the ningle areas even 
endangering tli(*ii‘ own lives and making lavish gifts of their children to 
malaria and kala-azar, are being evicted by the Assam Government on a 
lame excuse. I appeal to the honourable members of the House to consider 
the lielpless conditions of the Bengah*e Muslims. I may tell you that veiy 
recently tlau’e was a conference at Bahadurabad whicli was attended b\ 
about a lakh of people (Mr. Lvi.ir Giiandka Das: Has Assam been 
invaded yetpj and about 2, (Hit) people of Assam also attended the 

conference ineduding many niemlx'rs of the lA*gisla1ure and tliioe was a 

unanimous Itivsolutioii ])assed to move the (’entral Government through the 
Government of Bengal to take u]) the matt(*r and ])ut an end to the 
bai'barities ])eip(‘t rated in Assam. So in this vii'w of tlie matter I sup])ort 
the motion and 1 hoix' it will be unanimously acceptml. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I oiqmse th(> motion 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Why op]>oseP 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wait a bit and you will know. Sir, a 
re(|Uest is Ixn’ng inad(‘ to His l^ixctdlency to makt^ a strong laqiresentation 
immediately to the Government of India to sto]) evictions of Bengalee 
immigrants from Assam. Why should His Kxcellenc> he invited to do so!'^ 
Why should he do so when Bengal is an autonomous Brovin(‘(‘ and Assam 
is also an autonomous Province. I think it is the business of Beng'al 
Government and Assam Govornnumt and the (’entral Goveinment has 
nothing to do with it. How can (’entral Governimmt interfeie with Assam 
GovtM’iummt it Assam thinks that it would be their best policy to do so for 
th(‘ ])rott‘ction of the Assam people, I do not umhustand why wa‘ on this side 
of th(‘ House in Bengal sliould move our Governor to a])peal to the Govern- 
ment of India to stop eviction. 1 say land is a ])rovin(‘ial subjeci and 
Assam has got sole right to do wdiat it likes and it would be illegal for the 
Governnumt of India to interfere in any way in this matter. So in this 
matter wa‘ should not lose all sense of justice and fairplay and interfere 
with tli(‘ autonomy of the Assaju Government. 

Sir, things are not what they seem. Feelings are being exacerbated by 
the [)oli(‘y of the Muslim League. As a malt(‘r of fact, so far as this ])resent 
policy of eviction in Assam is concerned, when Sir Saadullah was tlie Chief 
Minister of Assam it was decided by the Muslim League Government of 
Assam that these Ihmgalees W'ere intruders in Assam and they wer(‘ interfer- 
ing wdth the loaves and fishes of the people of Assam and it w^as decided 
that they should be evicted. Sir Saadullah’s policy is now being follow^ed 
by the present Government of Assam. Mr. Bardoloi, the jiresent Chief 
Minister of Assam, has repeatedly stated in the press and on the platforms 
that they are only carrying out the policy of the Muslim League Govern- 
ment headed by Sir Saadullah. I may point out, Sir, that the real motive 
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is not the protection ot the Bengali imiuigrjinis as would appear iroin ihis 
motion. It the Muslim League Uovernment in Bengal was really sorry for 
those people, if they thouf>fht that those ])eoi)le were faeed wilh slarvaiion, 
it IS the duly of the Bengal (joveinment to bring (hem here and provide 
for them succour. Without doing this they are sham, tessly asking tlm 
India (jovernnient to interfere with the administration ol Assam. 1 submit 
they are adopting a dubious method of asking His lv\e(‘llenev to interfere, 
to meddle in the affairs ot Assam (jovernnient. It is an uniair suggestion. 
Sir, it is apparent that the present (lovernment ot Bengal. tornuMi by tht‘ 
Muslim League, ai'c trying to make Assam a part ot Bengal. TIuur real 
intention is to Pakisthanise Assam. They have moved this motion to this 
effect not only here in this House but they are holding im*etiilgs to this 
effect. They have at jiieseiit an intention of invading Assam to terroiise 
Assam (jovernmeiit and bring a downfall of the pri'stMit Assam ( lovernimmt 
so that Sir Saadullah may again be the Chief Minister and thmi it will be 
easy not onl> lor tlu' Bengali immigrants but it would be easy to Pakis- 
thanise Assam, and Assam will form a pari and jiaiiad of Bmigal. I 
strongly oppose this iesolution. 

Sir, their real intmition ma\ lx* well umhustood il \ou ftdlow their 
polic.N in regard to Bihar refug(‘(*s. The presimt Muslim Linigue (lovern- 
ment of Bengal sent Mr. N. M. Khan, through the Muslim League Paity, 
to bring about lot), ()()() redugees trom Bihar with a \iew lo Bakist lianise th(‘ 
West Bengal. The\ !ia\(‘ a o\ ei w Indniing ma)oiit\ in I'iasI Bengal, now 
they want a siniilai majority in West Beng.il. We stiongly eondemn the 
jireseiit jioliey of th(‘ Muslim lanigm*. The Assam (loMunnimit is strongly 
protesting against the polie\ that is being jiursiied by the Muslim Leagm* 
thej'(‘. If the Muslim League (lovernmeiit (d Bengal is i-eall\ sym |)at hel 
as I have alrcaidy said, thi‘\ can witlnliaw (ho.se ]M*oph‘ ii’om Assam and 
stdtle thmii in Btmgal as b(‘st a^ the (loveinment ol Bengal can do hma*. 
Vou are autonomous and independent, wh\ should you ask the India, 
(jovei'iiment to forei* tlu' Assam (lovernment to kee]» tliosi' undesirable 
elements there 

Now, Sii', this motion is bm’ng jilaeed in this House but I know that, as 
a matter of fact re])M*smilal ions were made to the (jovmnnient of India with 
respect to this and th(‘ ( loviu iinimit ot Assam had to I'epl.N to the rejiresen- 
tations in moie strong teinis than thos(‘ contained in the r(*])r(‘si‘ntat,ions 
whndi wi'K' made by Mi. Niii Ahmed in this House. On hearing these 
repi’esentat ion.s the ( io\’ei'nment ot India came to the conclusion that the 
Assam (jovernnient was right and tliey had ever\ right to cany out their 
own [xdicv. 1 <lo not undeistand why the (government ot India should be 
asked to violate the sacied piiiiciple ot Piovimdal Autoiiomv and why the 
Govei-nor fd' Bengal should lie asked to take up a matt(*r like this wheii* the 
entire policy is in the hands of and can lie dictated only }),\ tin* Assam 
(lOvernment. With tln-se words, .Sir, I lodgt* my emjihatic jirotest against 
this motion. 

Mr. NAGENDRA HATH MAHALAN0BI8H : I beg to oj)])os(‘ this 
motion for the siin])}e reason that the provi.sions of Pule 1)2 wa*re not (‘ver 
intended to bring in matters of this nature liefmc the Council. It is 
intended for the jnirpose of exjnessing the ojunion ot this Council on matters 
which are really not controversial ami in wdiich all the s(‘(;tion,s of the House 
have got a strong desire to move tlie liigher authorities. My honourahli’ 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, I am sure, knew^ it from liefore that this is a matter 
wdiich is extremeh controversial and that this controversy has been going 
on in the country for several years past from the time wdien Mr. Saadullah 
was the Premier of Assam and it wa.s jiraeticaliy lie or liis Ministry that 
decided that such inimigration sliould not lie allow'ed. Fi'om that time 
onwards the agitation started and it ha.s now assumed great projiortioiis. 
Now^ W'e are even liearing of a possible invasion of Assam by lakhs of 
intending immigrants. I do not know if that is going to happen in the 
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near future. But whatever it is, there cannot be the least doubt in the 
mind of any honourable member in tliis House that this is one of the most 
controversial questions that is agitating* the minds of tJie people of Assam 
as well as the people of Bengal and therefore I submit that tliis motion 
should not have been brought under Uule 112. It is obvious tluu except 
under Kule 112 we cannot discuss this mater in this C’ouncil. J^aw bars it. 
The Rules bar it. That being the position 1 submit that this motion ought 
not to be discussed any more in this House. (The Hon’ble Mr. Saived 
Muazzamuddin Hosain: But the President has allowed it and admitted 
it.) With all respect for the President, the President is not suj)j)osed to 
know the feelings of the members of this House or the feelings outside. 
He might have admitted this resolution on the assumption that all sections 
of this House might agree to it. When the matter is brought to the notice 
of the President and when the attention of the President is drawn to the 
liistory of this controversy which has been going on lor several years, 1 
think that this matter should not be furtber proceeded with. My second 
point is that we cannot really discuss or criticise the conduct of another 
Provincial Government. It was only the other day, 1 mean yesterday, that 
honourable members on the Treasury Benches even objected to the reference 
to Bihar and now we are going to criticise the conduct of ar)other autonomous 
Government, the autonomous Government of Assam. I submit, whether 
it is good, bad or inditt'ereiit, whether their policy is liked by you or nol, 
you cannot here in this House criticise the Assam Governmeni and its way 
of dealing with the internal question of immigration in that province. Now, 
Sir, every Government everywhere in this world ha\e got their own rules 
about this immigration (juestion. They can allow somebody to go there and 
settle or if they like they may not allow othms to go there and settle. Tin* 
question that they have got enough lands to s])are is immaterial and 
irrelevant. It is for that particulai Government to decide and settle as to 
how their lands should be utilised. It is certainly meant foi the Assamese 
jieople and it is the Assamese ])eo])le alone who havi' the ])rimary right to 
have these lands for tluur own benefit. Simjily because your rejily is that 
Assam has got enough lands, it is no reason why you should go and s(‘tth‘ 
there and say “we shall have them because you have lands enough to s])are". 
That is nothing but an attem]»t to force one’s self or to htdp oiu‘’s self to 
other jieople’s pioperty, ajid there is no ecjuity in it. As Mr. Das has 
pointeiDout, if you can biing in one and a half lakhs ot people fiom another 
province and maintain them at th«‘ cost of Bengal’s taxpayers, then hy 
not bring those immigrants from Assam because, as \ou say, the immigrants 
are suffering so mueli in Assam, for \\hi(*h you are now shedding caocodile 
tears !■' Bring them down heiH' and maintain them at Bengal’s eo.st; your 
Government will be willing to })a,\ as mucb as is necessary. 1 submit that 
tliis is a matter whicli is not really permissible to be discussed here and 
that the Governuumt of India also, as iun friend Mr. Das has already pointed 
out, has got absolutely no jurisdiction to interfere in the matter, l-ndm* 
the Government of India Act these are provincial matters and the (’entre 
is not entitled to interfere with the internal admiiiistiation of any province. 
They did not interfere in the matter of stopping the Great Calcutta Killing, 
nor in the Noakhali business, or in tbe matter of aly^ othm* maladministra- 
tion by the Government of Bengal. I therefore submit that it is an absurd 
request to make to the Central Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDiN AHMED: Don t talk of Bihar, 
Mr. Mahalanobish. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Leave aside Bihar, 
indeed, but I do not think you should be so .sensitive; 1 know what you have 
done and are doing 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, you will get your 

reply. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: Yes, you always have 
' the last say on the other side. Even considering the motion on its merits 
I think that this resolution should not be accepted by the House. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I think that in the discussion of 
this motion unfortunately we have introduced a communal complexion. 
That should be avoided and without any reference to any communal aspect 
this (juestion can be discussed and can be discussed very ehiciently. Of 
course in the motion itself the expression u.sed is “Bengalee immigrants”. 
Really, 1 would like to sa\ that there is some confusion of ideas in respect 
of this matter. If it is a question of migration, then certainly it would be 
a subject exclu.sively within the jurisdiction of the Government of India, 
for that item finds a place in List I; migration is not a subject for the 
provinces at all. But it is not really a problem of migration at all ; if it 
were so then the question would be of gigantic magnitude. It is a ques- 
tion which every province would have to consider very carefully. Suppose 
if some residents of Central Province, which is known to be a not very 
fertile province want to migrate to the fmdile soil of Bengal, would you 
welcome it ^ Certainly not. 1 sa^ even if all those peojile be Hindus, I, 
as a Bengalee, W'ould say “no”. It is a question of Beng-alee and non- 
Bengalee and you should look at it from that aspect. It was said that 
there is plenty of fallow land in Assam; but, as my friend has just now said, 
thei’e is absolutely no reason why one province would allow migration of the 
peojile of another province into its own j)rovince. Then, Sir. migration is 
a very different problem. This is a veiy important problem in the whole 
woild. We know how jealous people are to see that there i.s no iinrt^stricItMl 
migiation. The histoiy of South Africa, Canada and otliei* countries where 
colonization has been going on shows how p«‘Oj)le are jealous and how they 
are against migralion from anothei’ conn try to tlndr own. People are 
geiieiall> against migration from outside. So it is not a jiroblem of migra- 
tion. liei’e theie should be no (juestion of Hindu or .Muslim, there should 
be no ([Uestion of community. It .should fie tin* (jut'stion of common mot he? 
land. So it is not a question of migration at all from Bengal to Assam ami 
it does not come wdthin the jurisdiction of the Goveinment o1 India, ft 
is a problem of land dis])ute bid ween those ])(*oplu who aie said to be emi- 
giants whether the> are scttleis oi nrit, whether lhe> h.ivc a right to rrunain 
fheit* or not, whether tlu’ Assam Govmnmeiit have a right to (‘viet tin* jieople 
who cLnm to have srttle<l th(*re, it is jill a pirdihun ladwiMUi the .settleis ami 
the .\s>;im Government. ] think no jiolilieal atmos])hf‘re ought to be 
ei'f'aled and no coinniiinal c*oloui ouglit to lie'givmi. We do not know' how 
mueli pmecmliige oi tli(‘se peojrle are Mu.siims and how niueli Hindus -there 
are IJindiis also. But it is a ease toi the Assam G(»vei nment and the fjues- 
tion whetlici thes(' jausons should lie (‘vieted or retained rests (‘xclusividy 
and comdusivel \ wjth the .\.ssani GoMuainiont. As ) told \ou at the out- 
urn have a laige ti’aet ot land here in BtmgnI lung fallow and 
if people from I'nited Province want to conic hcic and occiijiy this land 
would you give them Ceitainl\ you have tin- rig lit io ndusc tlicm and 
you would resi.st in the same way as the Assam Goveinim’iit is doing. That 
IS evactly the position of the As.sam (iovrunfmmt . d'he Assam Go\ernment 
says that it is their policy — it is flieir land policy — in govciuiing a province 
tliey must have a policy and under that policy if they do not want people from 
outside to settle there 1 think w'c have got nothing to say. They liave got 
a policy followed for settling their surplus land and they are following that 
policy and under that policy they may want to prefer the men of their own 
goil— people w'ho require the lands there. As far as we are able to see from 
the reports published, all the facts are not before the Hou.se regarding this 
dispute between the Government and the socalled immigrants. Then there 
is the question of the pastoral lands also. Government have reserved some 
of these lands for the purpose of grazing. So, it is only a question of the 
application of the land policy of the Assam Government. After all tlie 
lands belong to the Assam Government and certainly it is not fair to coerce 
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that administration to agree to give some portion of their lands to the people 
who went there from outside. This question is fraught with great danger 
unless it is properly handled. We should not play with fire. I should 
beseech my honourable friends opposite and also the Government of 
Bengal to consider this policy carefully. This example of this Government 
may be followed by the people of other provinces. They may also come to 
Bengal and say that our province is not fertile and we find there is enough 
of fertile lands in Bengal, so we like to stay and settle here. I submit, 
Sir, it is not really a question of immigration at all. Migration from one 
province to another rests exclusively with the Government of India. It is 
a domestic problem between the Government of Assam and the people who 
claim to hjive got some lands there. It is more a question as to the applica- 
tion of the land settlement policy of the Assam Government and I would 
warn that we should not introduce any other aspect — whether it should be 
provincial or nrivate, whether it should be on a all-India basis or inter- 
provincial. Tile (question of one community or another should not be 
allowed to come in here. We should not introduce communal questions in 
all matters. We have had enough of it. We should not forget our own 
province. We should not forget that Bengal is our mother land, Bengal is 
my own })rovince. Of course the interests of the Bengalees are to be safe- 
guarded but at the same time we should see that first of all the interest of 
'the province is safeguarded. The other provinces have their own considera- 
tion. They have first to jirotect and safeguard the interests of the sons of 
their own soil and certainly we cannot force our population into the 
boundaries of another province. Simply because they have surjilus lands 
is no ground that we shall claim some portion of that. In coming to a deci- 
sion on this question, I would appeal to the members of this House to banish 
jthe question of a particular community. Do not stretch this question of 
one community too much. It will bring danger. The Frankenstein that 
you will be creating will kill you one day. 

Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands 
adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the llth February, 1947. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the llth February, 

1947 . 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on^-the 7th 
February, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Sved Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal EUahi, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Haque, 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jam, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(9) Mr. Syed Abdul Mazid, 

(10) Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E., 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

(13) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 


^BGP-47/S-3300A-750 




WNGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


First Session 1947~No. 4. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday the llth February 1947 at 2-L3 p.m. being the 
fourth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (i2(-2)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pbasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair, 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you permit me to speak through 
the microphone!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move 
that tbih Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occAirrence, namely, the serious 
situation arising out of tlie unprovoked and unwarranted bring and lathi 
charge by the police on Hie peaceful and unarmed students demonstration on 
Vict~y(nn Day and the 21st January, last, in front of the Senate House 
Calcutta Cniversity (('ollege Square, ('alcutta ) resulting in one student 
killed and 20U others injured, of whom 21 received bullet wounds, includ- 
ing some lady students also. 

Sir, the other day the Hon’ble Ciiief Minister said in this House that 
Government business was being impeded because of these Motions and 
Resolutions. Sir, it is amazing that this complaint came from the Minister 
who is also in charge of and is responsible for tiie'' maintenance of law and 
order and peace and tranquillity not only in the city of Calcutta but also 
throughout the province and whenever there is a failure of the proper 
maintenance of law and order it is the duty of the legislators to draw atten- 
tion of the House to such a state of affairs and because the machinery of 
law and order tails too often we have of+en times to bring in such motions 
for discussion and if this entails any delay in the transaction of Govern- 
ment business the responsibility for this lies on the head of the administra- 
tion. 

Sir, about a week prior to the 21st January last, 21st January was 
declared in Calcutta as “Viet-Nam Day” for expression of sympathy by the 
students with the people of Viet-Nam in their heroic struggle against the 
French jingoes, struggling for Ireedom and for protection and preservation 
of their Republic. This the police knew vehy well. Sir, for one colonial 
people struggling for freedom, it is but natural that all colonial peoples 
of all other countries would be sympathetic and hold demonstrations for the 
purpose of expressing their sympathy. There was nothing criminal or 
communal about it, and indeed, a very strong contingent of Muslim students 
joined with other students in the demonstration that day. The police, the,, 
agents of British imperialism, scented danger and they marched from Lai 
Bazar in solid phalanx armed with all sorts of weapons to meet a body of 
students thoroughly unarmed in College Square where in front of the Senate 
Bfall, in the University lawn, a meeting and a demonstration was to be held. 

8 
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Sir, why did the police come in such great force? The answer would 
be, for the purpose of preventing the violation oi the order under section 
144 , Criminal Procedure Code. This order, Sir,#^was passed so far back as. 
on the 18th August last by the Commissioner of Police at the instance of 
iHhe Provincial Government for the purpose of preventing and checking 
’communal disturbances which broke out on the IGtli August last as a result 
of the Direct-Action-Day policy of the Muslim League party. The curfew 
was also enforced. But the curfew order was withdrawn long ago with the 
cessation of communal disturbances. Why was the order of section 144 not 
withdrawn along with it? The reasons for enforcing curfew are exactly 
the same as those for section 144. But quite inconsistently, in spite of 
protest, in spite of clamorous demand of the public section 144 was not 
withdrawn — thus suppressing the civil liberties, of the people, the citizens" 
right of freedom of speech and freedom (d association and freedom of hold- 
ing meetings. Even then the order promulgated by the Lommissioner of 
Police was only for preventing and putting a stop to further occurrence 
of rioting, arson and looting and coufd not be applied to a procession of 
both Hindu and Muslim students who were out, hand in hand, on the city 
streets on the Viet Nam-Day. Sir, that day the people of all communities 
irrespective of caste, creed and dill'erent political views, were peacefully 
proceeding to join the meeting and there was no apprehension of rioting, 
‘jU’son or looting for prevention of which oul\, the order under section 144, 
^Criminal Ih’ocediire Code, was ])asse<l. In this view, the students going 
iP [irocession to hold a meeting cannot be said to have violated the order. 

Sir, let us look at th(‘ (juestion from anolher stand point. Tt had been 
seen that on important occasions, such as, the Id jirayer day and the idol 
immersion iirocession day, the ])olice of tinur own accord sus])ended the 
operation of section 144, although on those occasions the chances of 
communal clash weie not remote. 1 ask, why at least fin the 21si -lanuai\ 
last, when there was absolutely no chance of communal clash v ben in fact 
the Muslims frateiriised with the Hindus the order under section 144, 
(Criminal Ib'ocedure (ode, was not susjxmded to allow the students to bold 
their demonstration ])ea(a'fully ? Is it that the defenders of British 
Imperialism in s>'mpathy witli the Frmieh 1 mpmaalists had smhhmly heeome 
afraid of Hiadii-Muslim unity and were (hdiuinined to crush the students 
for having dart'd sym|)atliise with the freedom loving jieojile f)f Indo-t’hina ? 
Sir, t'ven if it is held that there was the tet'hniea! violation ot the firdei, 
the force used In the police was he\otid all proportion, harshly excessive. In 
fact. Sir, the ])()liee that (hy> nunle a haihai'ous exhibition ot their brutal 
strength. Sir, they used tear gas, treelv a])plied the regulation lathis, 
turned tlie hose pipe on the crowd before the Senate House and finally 
discharged several rounds of ammunition from tlieii' guns with no qualms of 
conscience in doing so, resulting in at least deaths of two students, one 
having died instantaneously, ami the other suhsofjuent l> in the Medical 
(College Hos])ital and also n'sulting in inflietion ot injuries on at least 2(lh 
peO])le, twenty-one of whom received hullet woiimL. In the attack some 
lady students also suffered. Sir, the police behaved with equal ferocity 
w'hen they stopjied the students' procession at Dharamtalla in Novemher 
lh4o demonstrating for the relea'<e of l.N.A. heroes, Sii-, lhe.\ urge 
necessity as their plea. Necetjsity, Sir, is the tyrants' ])lea. Sir, we ask 
where wuis our Chief Minister that our during wdiose regime so many tragic 
incidents had taken place in almost clock work regularity at short intervals. 
Sir, we ask where was our Home Minister on the 21st January last? Mas 
he in the (^ontrol room of Lai Bazar thana to control the activities of the 
police that day as he w'us there on the IGth August last w’hen cfuumunal 
riots broke out and continued for full four days? He surely knew' before- 
hand that a students procession w'ould converge in the College Square on the 
Yiet-Nam Day. Was it not his duty to warn the police to behave properly 
having known earlier exhibitions of their improper conduct towards students 
and nationalists P AVere the Moslem Leaguers in secret sympathy with the 
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British Imperialist? For, let it be said here and now that it is common 
knowledge that ewy British Imperialiwst is supporter of the Muslim League 
and every Moslem Leagufi^ is a supporter of British Imperialism. Or how 
else can you explain the masterly inactivity of the Police day before 
yesterday when thousands of Muslim Leaguers brok«' Section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code order and marching through the streets gathered before 
the Muslim Institute and in presence of the police shouted themselves 
hoarse, one section crying “Suhrawardy Zindabad” and the other crying 
*'Sher-E-Bengal Fazlul Huq”. Sir, clearly enough the police the Agents 
of British Imperialism have one Code for the Muslim League and another 

for the nationally minded We ask again where was Mr. Sulirawardy 

on the 21st .raniiary last and what steps did he adopt to prevent the tragic 
occurrence — this bloodbath on Calcutta streets? For full four days the 
police on and from Kith August were a milk of human kindness to rioters, 
looters and murderers ami very sparingly used their weapons. Their 
conduct then must have pleased their Imperialist masters as their conduct 
on this occasion also would gladden them. 

Sir, J do not loose sight of the fact that for that day's business and 
official communi(jue was issued in which various acts of hooliganism are 
alleged to have been committed by the student demonstratoi s to fasten th® 
blame on the students to justify the police action. Sir, it is easy to make 
allegations. Hoav could the (iovernment be sure that it were the students^* 
who threw stones and not the riffraff's of the town who usually gather OH' 
such occasions to carry on their nefarious trade. Agents provocatcuirs who 
always concentrate their activities in big gatherings could ver_v uel! manage 
affairs so as to provoki* the police to action. Hut the fact remains, the 

students both Hindus and Moshuns came in their thousands absolutely 
without an\' sort of arms with the inttuition solely to (hunonstrate tlieir 
sympathy ioi' the annamites in tinu'r trouble and not to def> the (foveru- 
meiit order nor to jijovoke the jiolice nor to do rioting, looting or anything 
of the sort. Sii', li the ])(»lice would hav(‘ shown a hundredth ])art of their 
teech 01 ! the Kith August as the\ did on the 2ist -lanuar> last and used 
some bullets judiciously, then we wouhl not have had to witm‘ss the grmit 
(ahuitta killing which has disgraced the fair name of Bengal and of the 
Government. Sir, 1 rejieat, I am not unmindful of the flict that a 

Communi(|U(' was issued by the Governnumt on thg day's happenings. Sir, 
in this coinniunuiue Government remained sur])risingly silent about the 
firing. Why? Did the conscience of the (lovernment get pricked? Did 
tlie (joveinment realise that the firing was unjustified and so remained 

silent? Sii-, this gieat omission provt's if any jnoof were needed, proves 
beyond any doulit that the police were in the^ wrong. 

Sir, with tlit'se wrirds 1 crmimend my motion for the accejitance of tbe 
House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT; Order, order. Motion moved that this ('ouncil 
do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 

importance, and of recmit occurrence, namel\ , the .serious situation arising 
out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi-charge liy the 
police on the {leaceful and unaiimsl students demonstration on Viet-Nam 
Day, the 21st lanuar} last, in front of the Seiiatc* House, (.’alcutta University 
(College Square. Calcutta), resulting in one student killed and 200 others 
injured of whom 21 reeeiveil bullet wounds, including some lady students 
also, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In supporting the motion, Sir, I like to 
point out that Sir, Viet-Nam Demonstration is nothing but an expre.ssion 
of that desire of the student.s which wants to make their country free from 
the firm grip of imperialism. 

Imperialism, French or English, tastes the same bitter stulf. This 
natural outburst of the inner feeling of the students should have been 
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appreciated rather than suppressed. May I enquire why firing was not 
resorted to when the League or Muslim students were crying Muslim 
League slogans and various forms of Murdabad and Jindabad in and around 
the Assembly Chamber for days? Why this invidious distinction and 
treatment ? 

As to the Commissioner of Police whom I shall not call coward, may I 
enquire, why he when bothered or bored by the Premier in the control room 
stood inactive when section 144 was set at naught by these students. 
Firing on Hindu crowd or students has become very easy matter. Hindu 
youths without any leader in Bengal are really objects of pity in this doomed 
province. This calls for a Hindu revolt against the intolerable oppression 
by the League Ministry and its underlyings and slaves. 

May I enquire why Calcutta having 80 per cent. non-Muslim population 
should groan under a ^‘Calcutta killing” atmosphere created by the League 
misrule and communal police control? Why of all things Hindu majority 
portion of Bengal should be steamrolled by an unreasonable, irrational 
fanatical section of- the League Ministry and League conspiracy. Leaders 
are selling Bengal to the Muslim Leaguers at a price and consideration 
which even ten years hack these very students could not dream. 

* Sir, I do not like to go into the merits of these demonstrations except 
'what I have already stated; hut good, bad or indifferent whatever might 
%e the motive of these students, firing on unarmed students cannot be 
supported. The Ministry have failed to maintain law and order in the 
country, only students of Calcutta pay the penalty for the misrule of the 
League ('abinet. They must go out and make room for a Coalition an 
honest Coalition Cabinet failing wliich let there he a partition of Bengal 
where Hindus may feel secure and safe and maintain a true balance for the 
East Bengal. With these words, I support the motion of my honourable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Has. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Mr. President, Sir, I 
beg to support this motion. I will not raise any communal question in 
discussing the motion before us. It is undisputed that the students 
procession was a procession of students of all classes and communities. 
There were ‘Hindus, Muslims and other communities represented and their 
object was actually to ni^ke a demonstration for the purpose of showing 
sympathy with the Viet Namese people who were going to be deprived or 
rather robbed of their independence by the French Imperialists. Whether 
that was right or that was wrong or that was proper or improper, it is not 
for us to consider here just now. The question before the House is how 
far the Government or tlie^ Police were justified in interfering with the 
students and ultimately firing upon them and killing some of them. There 
WBs, I understand, absolutely no disturbance by these students before the 
police interfered. There was going to be held a meeting in their college 
premises and students from various parts of the city were converging to 
that place of their meeting and I understand that the police started interfer- 
ence from various quarters and the students were held up at diiierent 
places. There were ladies, there were girl students, thre were young boys 
and almost all of them were practically in their teens. They were not 
armed ; they had no intention ‘to violate any 144 proceedings or any order 
of the Government. They were not making any demonstration against the 
144 order. That order has been in force in (hlcutta from August last and 
nobody could have even dreamt that the Government or the Police in Ul- 
cutta could have thought that these young students were actually violating 
the order under section 144 because it was not their object; their object was 
not illegal and even if you strictly interpret the law they were n(^ members 
of an unlawful assembly. If you read section 141 of the Indian Lode 

you will find that the object of an assembly must he to do some mischief, wme 
offence of criminal trespass or other offence or to break the law. Now 
here, if, technically you can charge them with anything, you can charge 
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them with violation of the order under section 144. Now 144 was promul- 
gated not to prevent the assembly of students or other innocent assembly 
but it was primarily for the purpose of preventing uny riot or communal 
clash or people armed with lethal weapons or other weapons so that there 
might be a breach of the peace. That being the object of order under sec- 
tion 144 what were these students doing; wliat were their objects! The 
Government knew it ; the Police knew it that their object was very innocent. 
Perhaps they wanted to make a demonstration before the French Consulate 
and to hold a meeting and pass resolutions sympathising with the lot of the 
Viet Namese. Now, Sir, if that were the object how could anybody possibly 
imagine that it was an unlawful assembly; how could the police take it into 
their heads that this procession ought to be stopped. If you see that there 
was a technical breach of the 144 order which I certainly dispute, I submit 
that even then the police were not justified in starting tear-gassing them, 
/^////i-charging them and ultimately shooting them. There is no law which 
Avould autliorise any government to do that. If they violated the 144 
order, well, the police were perfectly entitled to arrest them, to take them 
to prison, to take them aw'ay but w^hat authority had they to tear-gas tliem, 
/^//i^-cha^ge them and shoot theni.^^ I would like to know what authority 
there was and I hope that we shall be enlightened by the able advocates of 

the other side. You may go on arresting them if you cannot arrest them 

then you can do nothing with them. \ou should liave a summons issued 
through the Magistrate and try them according to law. That obviously 
w'as the proi)er procedure to adopt. But how could you let loose the police 
goondas who were absolutely doing notliing during*^ the August riots and 
w'ere standing as statues in street corners when hundreds and thousands of 
people were being killed in broad daylight in their presence and the police 
if they did anything, tliey were taking j)art in looting. This is your 
Calcutta police and your Calcutta Police on this particular occa- 
sion took it into their head to interfere with this peaceful 

procession of students and then started shooting. The theory 
of brick-batting is there and that theory as also that of sodawater 
bottle hurling is always handy to them and they could always t^^iy that their 
lives were at stake. They would reply that the procession was likely to 
injure them and their lives would be at stake aPd that is why they Vere 
forced to resort to firing. I submit that these sorts of excuses might be 
invented by anybody and that is why they lost their head. The police could 
and should have only watched, but there were some among the policemen 
■^^0 I believe had a brainwave and thought, that their inaction in August 
1946 might be made good on this occasion. I submit and I may cite a 
recent case when hundreds and thousands of Muslim leaguers w’ent 'dn 
procession in Calcutta and they were left untouched. 1 do not at all raise 
,this question to say that there was partialitv. I rather say that tliat was 
the correct attitude for the police to take. ‘ Section 144 ordei was surely 
not imposed to prevent peaceful procession of students and other innocent 
people but to ])revent second riot in August last. 1 therefore condemn the 
action of the Government and of the police and I commend the motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA CHANDRA ROY; Mr. President, Sir, I 
would have been very glad if I could have somehow spared myself this 
painful necessity of uttering some unpalatable truths. But the occurrence 
under discussion is so disgraceful and inhuman the entire episode is so 
marked with mediaeval barbarity that I .shall be guilty to my electorate 
and false to my conscience and my Maker if I do not expressly and frankly 
condemn the Government that have stopped down so low as to fire upon a 
body of unarmed students of my country, special!}’ when that Government 
boast of their being a “National Government.” The Government may say 
“we have imposed restrictions on civil liberty under section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code, for the good of the country. They have violated this Iplw 
and hence is their punishment”. Mav I ^ 
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to search his own conscience to find an honourable justification for what 
has been done in the present case for the so called maintenance of law and 
order? Is it not strange that the police which had displayed such masterly 
inactivity during the “Great Calcutta Killing’’ should now he bubbling 
with activity and he so eager to demonstrate tlieir powers against unarmed 
youthful students. That shameful tragedy of the 16th August would 
never have disgraced Bengal’s history if the keepers of law and order had 
been half so alert and active as they were on the 2l8t January. And though 
(the Government in a press note has cooked up all sorts of slander against 
the students, it curiously does not mention police firing. That there was 
firing on the unarmed students was revealed from the reports of the 
hospitals ; Why then this foolish attempt to suppress the truth ? 

On many occasions in the past we have seen that the police as an agent 
of British Imperialism had acted more brutally and the hell of repression 
had been let loose on the unarmed and non-violent people of our country. 
In my opinion the situation could have been saved by mere tactful handling 
as it was handled in the southern part of the city to disperse the students. 
But in this case tlie over-zealous activity of some ])()lice officers led to this 
.unhappy tragedy. The police barbarities there were uncalled-for and 
Unjustified. The students of Calcutta assembled before the Senate House 
to denounce the French Imperialism. No act of violence was contemplated 
as they were completely unarmed. Had the processionists been allowed 
a free passage I think no harm would have been done to anybody. For 
tragic incident of the 21st Police are wholly to be blamed. They display- 
ed force in a most disgraceful fashion. Besides using tear gas there was 
lathi charge and firing. There is some relief that military was not called 
out to disperse these non-violent students. 

On this day the students were observing Viet Nam Day peacefully and 
non- violently and still the police used lathis missiles and tear gas on them 
and peaceful citizens. We did not expect such Fascist behaviour from the 
Government that claims to be National and I further think it an act of 
shame and regret and everybody will condemn and has condemned such 
barbarous acts. 

In conclusion I pay my humble respect to the memory of student martyrs 
Dhiraranjan and others and demand compensation from the Government for 
those who are dead and wounded and we further demand unconditional 
release of those students and citizens who are prisoners or against whom 
charges are pending, and we ^Iso request the Government that they with- 
draw the section 144 forthwith. But may we not also fervently expect from 
this National Government of ours that such mediaeval barbarities will no 
more mar the sacred land of ours at least so long as they are at the helm 
of affairs in this province. Let this dawn tinged with red colour of blood- 
shed be the dawn that is brightened with the red hue of anew era of happi- 
ness and glory to our motherland. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I am afraid, we cannot support 
this adjournment motion. The thing is rather ill-advised because the 
whole point is that law and order had to be maintained. As to how it was 
maintained on that occasion and as to why firing and lathi charges were 
resorted to I hope the Lhief Minister will be able to explain. My hon’ble 
friend Mr. Mahalanobish said that there was no disturbance; I was not 
there and 1 cannot corroborate that. It seems to me that the inference is 
that the police fired on quiet, innocent and law-abiding students. Well, 
I cannot believe that. I think the Chief Minister will explain the povsition. 
We all know that section 144 is in force and it was the duty of Government 
and their executives to see that law and order is maintained and if they 
do not do that how law and order is going to be maintained and what is 
going to happen 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH; Calcutta killing. 



Mr. C. MORGAN: Possibly. If they do not maintain law and order 
the country simply crashes, every one will run amok. It must be remember- 
ed that however misguided they may be the fact remains that they will be 
the future rulers of the country and if they are going to suspend law and 
order in this way we do not know what will be the reaction of that. But 
I say that the shooting and lathi charges will have tor be explained by the 
Chief Minister. Some said there was no disturbances, some said that they 
were all completely unarmed and the police fired on innocent people. But 
police do not fire on innocent people so far as 1 know. 1 hope the Chief 
Minister will explain as to why firing was resorted to. Regarding^ my 
friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s point about Partition, though it is a 
communal matter, still it interests me. For in H)(18 when Fast Bengal and 
Assam was a separate province, I was a member in the first Legislative 
Council. AVhen in Delhi we were told that we may have to go to Bengal. 
There to our astonishment in 1911 we were told to come back to Bengal. 
So, at that time there was an agitation against Ihirtition and this agitation 
was carried on by the Hindus. Now, they want Partition! (Mr. Haridas 
Mazttmdau : Because circumstances have changed. You Mere then an 
young man and noM' you are an old man). Therefore, Sir, I think we 
should support the Ministry in the execution of laM^ and order. No doubt 
[the Chief Minister will explain to us M’hy the particular firing episode took 
place — were the people innocent or M’ere they creating disturbance Mdiether 
they Mere violent and braking law or non-violent. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Mr. President, Sir, M^e all know that a 
very strong current is flowing throughout the whole world against 
imperialism, to kill imperialism of any sort. We in India, I am sure, all 
parties agree to drive out imperialism. We are in sympathy Muth any 
people M’ho are fighting against imperialism of any sort. AVhat happened 
on the 21st January, the students of (Calcutta — all sorts of students Hindus, 
Muslims of all colleges — decided to observe Viet Nam Day in sympathy with 
the struggle of the Viet Namese people — to fight against the French 
imperialism. They did nothing to break laM^ They wanted to hold meet- 
ing in the Calcutta University compound. You will find, SiV, from the 
papers that notices were issued from different student organisations that 
i;hey wanted to hold meeting only, and the holding of meeting is not illegal 
nor has it been banned in this province. But w'hat happened actually? 
Students came out of the schools and colleges and proceeded towards the 
University. There Mas no procession so to say, (The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 
Sfhrawaudy : Hum.) There is no question*of “Hum, hum” by the Chief 
Minister. The students Mere coming out to hold a meeting — that is all. 
The police Mere too vigilant, as will be found that at about 9 a.m. long 
before the time of the meeting hundreds of police M'ere present before the 
University in College Street, as if something M'as going to happen there. 
When the Ntiidcnts were coming out in the streets they were disturbed by 
the j)n]K’e, the\ Meie checked by the police near Hati Bagari in the beginning 
and next near the College Square. AVhat happened afteiMards Me all 
knoM'. There Mas no question of breaking the laM'. I can .say that various 
other meetings of the students M'ere being hVld in the University compound 
previously but the police never interefered and so no trouble an)se. It is 
the police that intereferes and creates all sorts of troubles and they indulge 
in this blood bath on the streets of Ualcutta. 1 can cite one or two instances 
to shoM' that the police Mere over-vigilant. We have read tlie neM's and 
comments in the neMspapers hut the Government or the police never 
contradicted them. Sir,, the beds of the Medical (’ollege Hospital Mere 
vacated to some extent on the })revious night in the expectation that some- 
thing would happen. Why this anticipation before? The Police Chief, 
I will not .say that he was MTong, because unfortunately for us there is still 
a European as the head of the Police Chief in the city of Calcutta. Certainly 
the Europeans who are with the Briti.sh Imperialism here today they are out 
to kill all sorts of agitation against any sort of imperialism and they want 
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Imperialism to be here. But it is most unfortunate, Sir, that our Ministers 
and our Government are siding with this sort of thing. Sir, we never 
expected that the Minister in charge of Law and Order would indulge in 
this sort of thing and would allow the police to do these things that the 
victims being the students be wounded, to be killed in this way. Sir, this 
is most deplorable and when such sad scenes were enacted now and before, 
the Ministers sat tight in their homes; they did not do anything; they did 
not act; they failed. Sir, in this debate at an earlier stage one question 
has been raised that this is a communal issue. Sir, I can say there was 
no communal issue altogether in this. (Mr. Hamidul Hu<^ Chowdiiurt: 
Who raised that?). Our friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar raised this thing 
but I can clearly say that both Hindus and Muslims, all sorts of students 
were there. The Hindu and Muslim students also were wounded and they 
were admitted into the hospitals and therefore there was no question of 
communalism in it. The only object of the students was to show their 
synn)athy in a fight, in a struggle between the people of Viet Nam against 
an Imperialism and the Government of Bengal today which claims to be a 
popular Government, the same League Government today also wants to kill 
the spirit of fight against Imperialism. That is most unwanted and 
reg'rettable. Sir, with these words I again ask our Government and 
Ministers, specially the Minister in charge of Law and Order, to see that 
no further incidents like this do happen. Let the students and let the 
public go on in peace so that unwarranted and unprovoked police excesses 
as firing, lathi charging and tear-gassing do not liappen on the streets of 
Calcutta like this henceforth. 

The Hon»tale Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, I would 
like to say at the outset that no one deplores this incident more than 1 do 
or the Government does and it is a matter of great regret that ihe police 
had to resort to coercive action on that day. Let us, Sir, liowever, not 
confuse the issues. This was no outburst of any imperialist sympathies by 
,the European Commissioner of Police. It had nothing to do with Imperia- 
lism at all. As a matter of fact, on one occasion the Commissioner of 
Police even'- told the students that he was prepared to allow them to go to 
Park Street and demonstrate if they wished to do so outside the French 
Consulate provided that they did not go in a procession and this was refused. 
The students insisted on going out in a procession. Take the other issue 
also which has been falsely raised, namely, the necessity or otherwise of 
section 144 in the city of Calcutta. Regarding that if the issue comes to 
the fore I would be prepared to seek your vote on that issue and I am sure 
that all responsible j)eople will support me in the policy that it is not yet 
time to remove section 144. It is wrong to say that section 144 has been 
placed there for the purpose of curbing civil liberties. Well, that may be 
applicable to some other places and some other provinces but not in a place 
where the memory of the late carnage is still with us and when its effects 
are still being felt by us. Is there anybody who can deny that things have 
not yet returned to the normal, that people are still in a state of panic? 
Are the Muslims in a position now’ to go back to Hindu localities? Have 
the Hindus come back and entered the premises which they had vacated in 
the Muslim localities? Up to now they are still far apart and do not trust 
each other and in this atmosphere I think it would be dangerous to relax 
section 144. 

On the 21st January some students misled by some designing people 
came out with the intention of holding a meeting in tlie University lawn 
and then marching in procession to Park Street. There is no objection 
whatsoever to allowing the holding of meetings in the University lawm; 
nobody has ever attempted to obstruct them here. They can hold any 
number of meetings there. But if they are out with the intention of violat- 
ing section 144 and say that we will march in process w’hatever happens 
because they w^ant the ban to be removed, then I am afraid that Govern- 
ment cannot take it lying dow’n. As I have said, these unfortunate students 
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were misled and were taking the chestnuts out of the fire for other people 
behind. There was no responsible organisation that encouraged the 
students taking this up. There was no responsible organisation which 
encouraged the students to defy section 144 or to come out in a procession, 
and as a matter of fact the more responsible organisations disapproved 
subsequently of their action. I therefore sympathise with the students all 
the more that they should have been made pawns of by persons with 
ulterior motives and not even for a* high political ideal. 

Now, Sip, I may place before yon some of the incidents which took 
place and which will show to you that it is entirely incorrect to say that' 
the students were unarmed or that there was no violence committed by 
them that day. Some members have said that they were “thoroughly 
unarmed”. 1 will show you, Sir, that it was certainly not the pplice that 
hurled acid bottles upon themselves, or brickbatted themselves or had their 
faces bashed, their feet gashed open or thrown into the tank or had their 
motor cars burnt. These incidents took place and still there are honour- 
able members who come and say in this House that there was no violence. 
(Mr. Lalit Chanuka Das: Did you hold an inquiry?) Hut I have look- 
ed through the reports. Not only have I read through the reports hut I 
have come across several people, several impartial witnesses of the 
occurrences on that day, who hold that the police acted with a great deal 
of discretion and commendable restraint. I endorse that view and 1 had 
hoped, indeed I had hoped, that far from moving this motion to attack 
Government and the Police they should have received your co-operation in 
the maintenance of order and peace. T assure you that the Government is 
determined to maintain order and peace. 1 will not have any more repeti- 
tion of the murders, loot, riots, arson and carnage which we have seen in 
recent times and this can only be done if instead of critising ‘the Govern- 
ment in the manner you are doing, all of you come forward — which you 
are morally bound to do — and support the Government in their endeavour. 

Now, Sir, if I took Mr. Haridas Mazumdar seriously, if J thought that 
he had a following, if I thought that he was in a position to areate public 
opinion or to induce people to follow him, I might have had to take (‘ertain 
steps when he calls upon Hindus to revolt against Muslims 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Not against Muslims but against the 
Ministry and its imperialism. 

Th0 Hon’bio Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: J wish he stopped such 
talks. 1 wish to assure lion’ble members here that w^e are not living in 
the days of the past. Today w'e are passing through very serious times 
and it behoves of all men of goodwill to moderate tlieir language so that 
the tension is relaxed as much as possible. We are certainly doing our 
best in this direction. 

I may now place before you some of the facts relating to the incidents 
on that day. I may say that at least 18 police officers were injured on the 
occasion. The police persuaded the students procession of about 50 to 
disperse who were coming from Mirzapore ^>treet towards Senate House 
and the University and a large number of students of that type were 
assembled inside the University lawn. No one objected to that. The only 
objection was to the passing in procession. They refused to disperse and 
formed in a procession and thereafter they came out to the College Street 
shouting slogans. There was another procession of about 500 students 
coming down College Street. This procession was joined by the students 
of the University lawn in front of the Hare School and the Presidency 
College. The students refused to disperse and sat on the ground. This 
was followed by showers of brickbats coming from various points from the 
compounds of Hare School, Presidency College and the Senate. It is 
regrettable that the students utilised the sacred precincts of the Senate 
House and the University for the purpose of throwing brickbats on the 
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police as a result of which several officers, including the Deputy Commis- 
aioner, North, were injured. Then ii procession of about 1,000 students 
headed by 25 girJs arrived and squatted on the road in front of the 
Presidency College. Here I must deplore the bringing of these young 
ladies in all such dangerous demonstrations. They made the position very 
difficult. These young ladies should not have been brought out 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Look at Tiahore and Punjab. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Their position is quite 
different from Bengal. Here you are bringing out young girls in their 
teens whom you are exploiting for creating difficulty. Here you are 
exploiting file ladies. In the case of Lahore and in other places tliey are 
mature ladies who understands, they understand what they are doing. 
Here they are little girl students who are being inished forward every time 
by brave men who are beliind them. 

Now, Sir, these students refused to be dispersed and 18 arrests were 
made and there was a lathi charge after the girls were removed from the 
procession. Then the (Commissioner of Police arrived there and took 
charge. He contacted some of the leaders and arranged that the students 
should come down the road and enter the University compound for the 
purpose of holding their meeting. He made it quite clear to them that the 
students will not be allowed to take out a procession. The leaders were 
unable to control the mob and the students squatted there. Then the Com- 
missioner of Police had no other alternative but to use tear smoke. At 
1-55 p.m. or near about 2 p.in. 1 sergeant and about 10 or 12 Inspectors 
dispersed the students when soda water bottles were hurled on them and 
when they charged brickbats were showered on them. It was at this 
period that the sergeant fired two rounds from his revolver which dispersed 
the crowd and there was no visible casualty. Again there were showers of 
brickbats and again one more round had to be fired. Then bottles contain- 
ing acids were thrown on the police. While attempting to approach the 
University compound the Officer-in -charge of the Hare Street and 1 sergeant 
were lieavil,t brickbatted and the latter was struck in the face with a bricjc 
as a result of which his face was bashed and he fell down unconscious and 
in order to extricate him the Officer-in -charge fired 2 rounds. Then 
•country-made bombs and crackers were thrown on the police not only from 
the University buildings but from the South East corner of College 

Square (Mr. Lalit Chandha Das: How many police have been 

injured?) At about 2-30 p.nf. the Commissioner of Police sent for the 
police force which had been detailed in Wellington Square as it was expect- 
ed that procession of students from College Square would meet the tramway 
workers at Wellington Square. The Wellington Square was therefore 
properly guarded by the police and that meeting of the tramway workers 
did not materialise. However, Sir, the two sepoys who were being heavily 
brickbatted fired 5 rounds in self defence. A European gentleman was 
passing in a car. What happened then? The car was dragged inside 
Mirzapore Street and set on fire. At 3-30 p.m. Mr. Niharendu Dutta- 
Mazumdar, m.l.a., arrived on the scene and went inside the University 
buildings and of course one does not know what took place there. At 
p.m. Mr. Sarat (diandra Bose arrived there and he spoke to the students. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May I know how many police were 
injured ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 18 police received injuries 
and were treated. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; How many of them were admitted into 
the Medical College? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know. Now, Sir. 
at that time an attempt was made to snatch away a gun from a sepoy and 
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then bombs were thrown on the police. They were not small or ordinary 
bombs without any force of violence. This was followed by severe showers 
of brickbats from the University compound. This was followed by a severe 
showeriu^j- of brickbats from the University compound wheunipon the police 
party opened fire with their revolvers, the two sepo>;s with their rifles. 
Fourteen persons .sulferinp' from bullet wounds had >teen admitted. This 
took place on the road. In the south there wu-^ e(j;ually a repetition. 
Brickbats were thrown on the police wounding them and whenever they 
came back (this is a very long report) they were followed by brickbats. 
And sinulaily also girls were utilised as the spearhead of this violence. 
The core of this trouble was that a batch of persons sijiiatted on the road 
including lo to tiO girls. (Mr. TjALIT Fiiandka Das: M hat about Lahore?) 
My friend is always talking about Lahore. He ought to realise tlie 
dift'erence. The ladit‘s theie go separately and get arrest(‘(l. The men do 
not go behind them, as is the case liere, skulking. The ladies there go 
separately and court arrests. It is not that the men go behind the ladies 
and push them forward. So don’t go on talking about it. It does not 
redound to your credit (Mr. Lalit (Tlvndka Da.s : I know it is going 
home.) As soon as the procession with small girls in the front lank was 
stopped the men sat behind them on the road squatting. Then bidckbats 
became particularly vicious and small boys apart fi'om ladies now small boys 
are being utilised for the purpose. Small boys between the ages of JO and lo 
were the chief culprits. Several at various times advanced to within 4/o 
yards of the Deputy Commissioner of Police and threw the brickbats several 
of which struck the Deputy Commissioner of Police. Several police officers 
had, by this time, sustained brickbat injuries and so on and so on. It is 
not necessary for me to place before the House all the various incidents 
which took place in other parts of the town. But after this, to say that 
they were an unarmed crowd, that they were non-violent and that the police 
acted without any provocation would be distinctly unfair. I still maintain. 
Sir, that the police acted with commendable restraint and I seek the vote 
of this House in their support, 

Mft BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Whose report are you making; was it 
not a police report? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A much more reliable report 
than yours. It is the report of those wdio were on the scene and not the 
report of those who are speaking here and who never went to the place. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Then who were the culprits? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Now' about the right of reply of the 
mover of the motion. Since I refused the right of reply to Mr. Mahalanobish 
I have looked up the rules and })recedents. I find that r)ur rule is silent 
on that point and our precedents are not always very consistent. At one 
stage such right of reply was refused. Then at another stage tlie right of 
reply was allow'ed. But in the Central Legislative Assembly the right of 
reply has been allowed and also in the Parliament. As our ruk\s are silent 
on this point we have got to follow the rules regarding substantive motions. 
Anyone who moves a substantive motion has the right of rei)ly. So I think 
henceforth I shall allow' the movers of adjournment motions to exercise their 
right of reply and necessarily tlie Minister in charge w'ho will iiave to give 
his reply a second chance of speaking by w'ay of reply. So if the honour- 
able member in this cuse#wants to exercise his right 1 shall allow him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is it necessary to establish our 
right of reply ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a (pie.stion of establishing your right. 
You will be permitted to exercise your right under the rules governing 
gnbstantive motions. 



90 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[11th Feb. 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The righi being assumed it 
is not necessary for Mr. Das to speak when he has nothing to say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I shall reply to one point. 

Mr. President, Sir, the Hon’ble Home Minister has said that the tension 
in the city has not yet ceased and that Muslims do not go to the Hindu 
quarters to live in and Hindus do not go to the Muslim quarters for a 
similar purpose. Sir, I do not hold that view. The whole tension has 
really passed away. I believe that at present Hindus are free to go to 
Muslim quarters and Muslims are also free to go to Hindu 
quarters, for the purpose of living, and I may repeat that I do not 
see any tension at all existing between Hindus and Muslims now. That 
I am right and the Hon’ble Home Minister is wrong will be apparent from 
what he himself has said. For his statement has been to the effect that 
the Commissioner of Police himself told the students to go and demonstrate 
before the French Consulate in Park Circus. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawakuy: Not in Park Circus, but in Park Street in European 
quarters.) All right, may not be in Park Circus, but Park Street is very 
close to Park Circus and the Commissioner knew very well that in reaching 
the French Consulate the students would have to pass many Muslim quarters. 
Therefore I do say that there is not the least apprehension among the two 
communities or tension between them. For otherwise the Commissioner 
would not have advised the student demonstrators to go over to the French 
Consulate to Park Street. Then, again, in going over to Park Street to 
demonstrate before the French Consulate the students would have to go 
in a body and that of course w'ould have looked like a procession; that is 
to say, the police would really allow them to demonstrate under certain 
conditions only. 1 do not understand why they should have taken that 
view. In fact what took place is that the student demonstrators were not 
only Hindus but Hindus and Muslims together, and, Sir, what tor did they 
come together They came together for the purpose of expressing sympathy 
with the people t)f Indo-China in their struggle for freedom. There is 
nothing communal about it, there is nothing criminal about it, nor is there 
anything provocative about it — in this matter of the studnets’ demonstra- 
tion. The British Imperialists knew all that and they knew' further that 
these students were going, these Hindu and Muslim students were going, 
side by side, hand to hand and heart to heart and that to them spelt danger. 
That is why, although the Chief Minister has as a matter of fact said that 
Imperialism had nothing to do with this, he had referred to it only helf- 
heartedly; he knew’ full well that the British Imperialists did not like this 
demonstration of Hindu and Muslim students in expressing sympathy for 
Indo-China’s struggle for her liberation for a country inhabited by colonial 
peoples. I say, therefore, that the continuation of section 144, Indian 
Penal Code, is wrong and should have been long discontinued. I may cite 
instances when even under the continuation of this very section 144 there 
were occasions when this order w’as suspended, as on the occasion of the 
Id day and the Idol Immersion Procession. So why this order w’as not 
suspended on this occasion ah^oP If the students could be allowed to 
demonstrate before the French Consulate, why then w’ere they not allowed 
to demonstrate before the Senate House? 1 say that the Hon’ble Home 
Minister in avoiding a public inquiry into the affair w’hich was demanded 
at many respectable meetings held in several parts of the city, and even 
within the University Hall, his refusing to institute a public inquiry into 
the matter only proves that he did not fully and really believe in the reports 
of the Police w’hich he has read out before the House. If he had really 
believed the reports he would have surely appointed a public inquiry 
committee to go into the matter. The students had nothing to hide; fbey 
are quite willing that there should be a public inquiry into the affair, and 
responsible persons, and I believe at one of the meetings the Vice-Chancellor 
of Calcutta University, wanted the Hon’ble Home Minister to hold a public 



nqiiiry* it tke Hon’ble Home Minister really believed in tbe reports 
)f the" police he would have agreed to hold a public inquiry to scrutinise 
the details that he read out here. He did not do that. I say, Sir, that the 
continuation of Section 144 has been a great encoarchment upon the civil 
liberties of the citizen of Calcutta. It has stood in the way of freedom of 
speech and holding of public meetings which is the elementary right of every 
citizen. Moreover Government of Bengal should not hare continued this 
section in a city like Galcutta which is the centre of public opinion of 
Bengal, nay, of whole India. What Calcutta feels today is felt by the 
people of whole India tomorrow. In justice and fairness it is time that 
jection 144 is withdrawn. With regard to the statement of the Home 
Minister that he assured that the people of Calcutta want this section to 
remain I say that if this matter is voted upon by the members of the 
Legislature, the opinion of the majority will be— the consensus of opinion 
ml\ be — for the removal of section 144 and this is that lie ought to do. 
Then, Sir, he has not taken any opinion of the Legislature with regard to 
the withdrawal of this section, and said nothing about it. Another matter 
in which he has remained very significantly silent is about tlie arrest of 
these young men who have been treated wrongly and then arrested wrongly. 
They should never have been arrested and kept confined. They are still 
lontinuing in Jail and it is a double wrong done aganist these young men. 
We demand that these persons should be released at once ancl further 1 
should say that the Government for the sake of honour — and we believe 
:hat the Government is honourable — should take into consideration the light 
[leartedness of the students and deal with them in that light. This incident 
!ias involved the sad death of two of our young li()])(‘fiils and I ajijit'al to 
Groverument to be humane and compensate for this loss and pay compensa- 
tion to tlieir guardians. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Mr. Ibesident, Sir, 1 wonder 
if Mr. Lalit Chandra Das lives in Calcutta and knows anything about the 
carnage which took place in the recent past in Calcutta, or the sad memory 
which is still vibrant in the present atmosphere. I know Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das does not receive those petitions 1 do from Hindus asking for protection 
so that they may go and live safely in Muslim mafmlhu. 1 know also of 
petiliojjs coming to me trouj Muslims asking tor pj-otection so* that they 
may go and live in Hindu niahaUaa. Cp till now the Muslim mosques in 
Hindu mahallaft are not being used by the Muslims except on Friday prayers 
because they do not like even now to live in their old habitations. But 
aobody suggests that Hindus and Muslims are not nH)viug about freely in 
the localities of each other. I am thankful to God that they are now 
moving about freelj' and there is a gradual tendency of restoration of good 
feeling among them which I hope will he helpful in getting the situation 
normal and it is for that we are hoping and it is for that we are working 
and it is this for that I do not wish to disturb section 144. All these talks 
about demonstration for Viet Nam Day and so and so are really an excuse 
— the talk about Lenin Day was an excuse — the talk about tramway strike 
was an excuse just to exploit our young ])eople with sonje peoi)le behind 

ifchem so that it may he a protest against the existence of section 144 

(Mr. Hariius Mazumdah : Who are these people?) You know Avho tliese 
people are? They belong to an organi.satioi> that has not condemned — has 
not deplored that the students have been utilised. Now, .Sir, I do not 
think it is necessary for me to say more. I hope lhat the honourable 
members with their sense of responsibility will not do anything which will 
disturb the efforts that are being made by us to restore normal condition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the serious 
situation arising out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi- 
charge by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration 
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on Viet Nam Day the 2l8t January last, in front of the Senate House, 
Calcutta University (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 other ^injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including 
some lady students also. 


The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result : — 

AYES— 14. 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Das. 

Mr, Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. Harldas Majumdar. 


Mr. Nagandra Nath Mohalanabish. 
Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai. 


NOES— 34. 


Mr. Abduiia-ai-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Suitanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Moazzem Hssein Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdui Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdui Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. I 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. I 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 
motion 14; against the motion 44. 


Mrj Gerald Joseph Keeman Hook. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlfi. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson, C.S.P. 

Or. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 

The ITou.se has divided — for the 
The motion is t1ieietor(‘ lost. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 

Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your ])ermission I 
beg to move that the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, P)47, be taken into comsideration. 

Sir, this is a very small 'measure; it seeks to extend hy one yeai- the 
term of the Bengal Nou-Agricultural (Teni])orary Pj-ovi.sioiis ) Act, P)4(), 
which was enacted as a tem])orary measure, })ending the perniaueut enact- 
ment of non-agricultural tenancy legislation. The idea is that a compre- 
hensive Bill on the subject had been introduced into the Assembly and 
referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee has now conijdetely 
reached the end of its deliberations and its report is expected to be submitted 
at the end of this month. But as it may uot be possible to pass the Bill 
throug’h both Houses of the Ijegislature during the current session, hence 
there has been this necessity lelt to extend the term of the existing Act, 
which is temporary. I may also inform the House that the present Tempo- 
rary Act is due to expire on the 21)th of May. Hence 1 ho]>e the House 
will agree to this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the ITengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, he taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : I beg to move that the 
Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th May 1947. 
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Sir, the Bill whose life is going to be extended again bj* one year was 
jnacted in the year 1940. The idea was that within ^two years of its first 
jnactment Government would put forward a conipreVntiw Bill dealing 
vith the rights of non-agricultural tenants. Since then the life of the Bill 
vas extended to several occasions, if I remember aright, for three successive 
erms, and on the last two occasions the House was assured by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge at the time that he would not ask ti;i* any further exten- 
lion of the Bill and that he would bring before the House and pass a compre- 
lensive Bill. Sir, we may be assured now that a Bill has been introduced 
n the Assembly and that the Select Conimittee report is being awaited. 
3ut it is clear from the introduction of this particular Bill that the (lovern- 
nent do not propose to have that Bill paSvsed by the two chaniber.s of the 
^jegislature within this particular session and before the 29th of Ma\ . As 
^ou are aware owing to the existence of this Bill in the Statute Book the 
■ights of the tenants are remaining in a nebulous condition. Nobody knows 
vhat right the tenants possess and what right the landlords have. Litiga- 
ion, perhaps numbering over 40, 090, are pending in file numerous courts 
n Bengal and there is so much uncertainty with reg-ard to tlu‘ non-agri- 
lultural tenants right and people do lud know where they stand. People 
vho have taken land for building purposes are not able to start their build- 
ng, landlords cannot take posses.sion of the land wliicli tli(‘y want with the 
•esiilt that there are utter confusion in the mimls of the landloi'ds as well 
IS the tenants. In this way the (iovcunment of Bengal has taken seven 
ong gears' time and jmblic ojiinion should b(‘ sought on the (jiK'stion 
vhether any further eNtension of time should or shuuhl not he allowed. If 
■eallv (iovernnieiit think that the com))?‘eh(Misiv(‘ Bill has jirogressed so 
nuch 1 ‘egard being had to the fact that the S(‘l(‘ct ('omnntttu‘ report is going 
o he jilacial hetorc the As.seinbl> , 1 submit that this Bill can wait till 29th 
^a,\ and that in the meantime if the Select Commiltee r(‘port is readv or 
s going to be ready very soon there is no reason why W(‘ should not wait 
or the comjiit'hensive Bill and wh\ this tem])orary Bill sliould have anothei 
, 'ear's extension. The vital (juestion is that the Landlords do not know ^ 
-vhat arc theii rights and flu* tenants also do not know wdiat, is then* jiositioii 
he landlords do not know wludher they hav(‘ right of ejectmmit and if so 
inder what circumstances. The.se things must be .settled and settha! finally 
:ery soon and we on this side of the Blouse and the jiublic at h«g(* are not 
>‘oing to ac‘C(*])t this shilly shall>ing whicdi ( loviuaiment aia* doing. I there- 
me ask tlu' House to accept my amendment and ask tin* (ioverninent to 
aresent the comprehensive Bill as ^oon as possible so that it inav be jiassed 
1)> both Houses this session. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be (*irculated foi 
‘liciting opinion thereon by the 28th Mav 1947. 

The Hon*ble Mr. SYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 had 
iromised to bi'ing the Bill before the House this session and in accordance 
vitb that promise the Bill was submitted to the Select ('oniinittee ot tlu* 
)ther House and 1 understand that it has got through tlu* Select Committee 
ind it is now leady foi jireseiitation before the other Housi* v(*iy soon. So 
here is no point in putting forward this amendment for circulation of this 
eniporary Bill. As a matter of fact it is onl,v for the purpose of safeguard- 
ng the rights of the tenants that we are asking for this extension, because 
he passage of the comprehensive Bill will take some time. It will have 
0 be submitted to the A.ssembly which will have to consider the Bill clause 
)y clause and pass it and after that it has to come to our Hou.se. It may 
lot be possible, for the Bill to jiass through both the Houses this session 
nd so it is necessary to exteml the term of the Temporary Bill ns a 
irecautionery measure. Sir, I do not understand what wdll he gained by 
Qy honourable friends over there by moving this motion. He sbas that 
he rights of the non-agricultural tenants are very shadowy. Everybody 
nows that. And therefore we want to pass the comprehensive legislation. 
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In order that the comprehensive legislation m^ not be delayed, must 
\ make sure that the t^to of the temporary Bill obes not expire and we may 
not have to start again on a new slate. In this Bill we have provided for 
one year’s extension only. We may not require one year. We may be 
able to get it through both the Houses even before expiry of the term of 
the Temporary Bill, but to be on the safe side we have provided for the 
extension. I think the amendment moved by the Opposition is not at all 
necessary. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th May 
1947. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, Niir Ahmed, the last date for receiving amendments was Friday 
last and your amendment has been received by the Department this morning. 
So your amendment cannot be admitted. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not like to move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

^ Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion Avas put and agreed to. 

Title and the Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and the Preamble be 
added to the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon*ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 
1947, as settled in the Council be passed. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill as settled in the 
Council be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, as settled in the 
Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Publio Demands Pecov.'iy (Amendment) Dill, 
1947, is the next item on the agenda. J understand that this IDll was 
received by the ('ouncil Deparlmenl only this murning and the department 
had no opportunity of examining the provisions of the Ibll. So I would 
request the Hon’bie Minister to take it up later. 

The Hon’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May 1 do so tomorrow, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 ]).m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on AWnlnesday the 12tl 
February, 1947. 



m MEMBEES ABSENT. [11th Ebb., IW.] 

lleiiibmlrtMtfit. 

The following members men absent from the meeting held on the 11th 
February, 1947 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(2) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z, A. Kabir, 

(4) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(5) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 
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Mr, ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: From tlie criteria given by the 
Hon’ble Minister, does be think that the stationing of a munsif in the 
stations of Jalpaiguri and Kalimpong is necessary now? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Will the hon’ble member please 
repeat his question? 

Mr, ABDULLAH>^AL-MAHMUD: My question is this: Does the 
present figure of suits justify the appointment of a munsif in those stations? 

M% NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: No. 

Mr, ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Then how does he say “yes” in the 
printed answer? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: As I have already said, Sir, the 
matter will depend on these three things; if these three conditions are 
satisfied, then they will be posted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Are the conditions disjunctive 
or conjunctive? Each of the conditions is to be fulfilled or any one of 
them? Suppose one condition is fulfilled and there ar^ a large number of 
civil cases, will Government accept it in spite of the lact that there is no 
munsif available? 

The HOfl»ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Unless the munsif s 
are available how are they to be appointed? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Suppose lliere are a number of 
munsifs available but there are insufficient cases? 

(^0 answer.) 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: With regard to question (h) “if so, 
will the Government be pleased to consider the j)ropriety of appointing 
munsifs to dispose of the civil cases in those places”, the rei)ly is “yes”. 
Now the (Question is have the Govern ment considered the propriety of 
appointing munsifs from the criterioiis that the Hori’ble Minister has just 
now suggested in his reply: Does it fulfil the condition? 

The Hdn»ble Mr, NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: That means that we are to under- 
stand that the Government have examined the question and have come to 
the conclusion that there is sufficient number of civil cases and that there 
is necessity of appointing the munsifs. Am I to understand this? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: I have already 
replied that when these conditions are fulfilled 

Mr, PRESIDENT; What are those conditions? 

The Hon’ble Mr, NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY; Firstly, the number 
of suits in each station ; secondly, availability of munsifs and thirdly, 
accommodation of court rooms. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdullah-al-Mahmud’s question is — are 
Government satisfied as regards the number of suits. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: I want notice. 

Mr, SULTANUDDIN AHMED: What is meant by availability of 
munsifs? Does the Government mean that there are not sufficient number 
of officers to be transferred or does the Hon’ble Minister want fresh men to 
be appointed and that there are no candidates? In reply to a question the 
Hon’ble Minister said that one of the factors for which this was not given 
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effect to is that munsifs are not available. Does the Hon^ble Minister mean 
to say that sufficient number of munsifs are not there to be transferred or 
although Government wanted to appoint munsifs, there are no candidates 
available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Government will 
appoint a fresh batch of munsifs soon. At present the number is not 
sufficient. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question was that great 
difficulty is felt by people as regards disposal of civil cases: the answer is 
*'ye8’\ Then the Hon’ble Minister in reply to a supplementary (question 
said that it depends entirely upon three factors mentioned before 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. I think the Hon’ble Minister has 
fully replied to the question. He has said that he wants fresh notice. As 
regards the number of civil suits, the Government have not yet examined 
whether there are sufficient number of civil suits in the district to justify 
the posting of a munsif in the district. 

Bengal Markets Regulation Bill. 

45. Mr. NUR AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a Bill under the caption Bengal Markets Regulation Bill was 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at the time of First League 
Coalition Ministry formed in 1937 and was referred to a Select (’ommittee in 
the then Bengal Jjegislative Council? 

(6) If so, do the Government of Bengal propose to proceed with the said 
Bill or similar Bill with a view to making it a law ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries): 

{a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr, SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Why there is so mucdj delay in giving 
effect to this Bill. It was introduced in 1937 and we are in 1947 now? 

Mr, ABDUR RASHID; The delay is due to the fact that this Bill was 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly and then it was referred to the 
Bengal Legislative Council where it was referred to the Select Committee. 
The report of the Select Committee was not ready when section 93 came into 
operation. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD; Sir, the answer {h) says ^‘Yes”. 
^^Yes’’ relate to which part of the question? Does the Parliamentary 
Secretary intend to say that the said Bill will be introduced or a similarly 
drafted Bill will be introduced? 


Mr. ABDUR RASHID; A similarly drafted Bill will be introduced. 
That is a new Bill altogether. 

Nationalisation of the utility services. 

46, Mr, NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state if the 
Government of Bengal propose to nationalise the utility services, such as, 
{i) supply of electricity, {ii) public bus, and tram ^services, etc. ? 

(6) If so, what steps have been taken by the Government to achieve these 
purposes ? 

(c) If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOl 
AND INDUSTRIES (the HorPhle Mr. Shameudctm Ahme^: {a){i) T 

Provincial Government have already accepted the policy of nationalisatii 
of the electricity supply industry and propose to acquire electrical unde 
^ takings in the Province as their option of purchase occurs. 

{ii) Regarding bus and tram services a scheme for the formation 
Calcutta Passenger Transport Board to take over all passenger transpc 
services including the tramways has been worked out. The scheme involv 
legislation, proposals for which are under consideration. 

(6) The option of purchase in respect of the Barrackpore Electric Supp 
undertaking falls due on the 2nd December, 1947, and notice has alrea( 
been served on the licensee intimating Government’s intention to exerci 
the option. It has also been decided that the option of purchase of tl 
Calcutta and District Consolidated Electric License, 1946, should 1 
exercised on 1st January, 1950, and that the necessary financial implicatio] 
arising therefrom be examined. Options of purchase of other undertaking 
as they occur, will normally be exercised. Government have alread 
accepted a scheme for the electrification of the rural area lying on the norl 
and north-west of Calcutta within a triangle formed by Gouripur, Burdwa 
and Krishnagar which has been put into operation as a State enterprise. 

Regarding bus and tram services see answer to clause {a){ii) above. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to state whether a notice has been served on the licensee intimating tha 
Government intends to exercise the option witn respect of the purchase o 
the Calcutta and District Consolidated Electric License, 1946? 

The Hon’llle Mr. 8HAM8UDQIN AHMED: It has been stated in th 
answer that the option of purchase of the Calcutta and District Consolidate 
Electric License, 1946, will be exercised. The Cabinet has decided that th 
option will be exercised. There are other complications. We have to fin 
out a large amount of money, for wdiich the Government of India will hav 
to be approached and so on and so forth. 

Mr. LA'LIT CHANDRA DA8: What will be the time for serving th 
notice ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: At the end of 1947— thh 
year. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister h 
pleased to state what actual vjteps have been taken for the purpose of ascer 
tfiining the valuation of these undertakings? 

The Hen’hle Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Our expert and othe 
officers met and they went into the whole thing. This took place untiei 
section 93 regime and we had to accept that positon. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it correct to say that to fine 
out the actual valuation a formula has been worked out but that the actua 
figure work is a tremendous thing and will require the services at least of j 
special committee of experts and if the latter work is not undertaken ii 
proper time this option of purchase could not be exercised ? It is necessary 
to ascertain the complicated figures of actual costing. The formula has beei 
worked out but the actual costing requires examination which may involvi 
the appointment of a committee of experts as was done in England. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Regarding bus and tram services, it it 
stated in the printed answer, that a scheme for the formation of, a Oalcuttj 
Passenger Transport Board has been worked out. Now will the Hon’ble 
Minister please explain very shortly the scheme that has been formulated! 
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Th6 Hon’Uo Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED; The scheme is under con- 
sideration. I am not in a position to tell you just now as to what shape 
it will take. 

Mr, ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the principle of nationalisation of the transport services 
had been accepted by the Government? 

The Hon’hle Mr. SHAMSUDDiN AHMED; That is under consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If you fail .0 exercise the option and 
if you fail to take up the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation in 1950, 
when is the next period you get for the exercise of your option? 

The Hen’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That will be about 15 to 
20 years after. However I can tell this House that Government have 
decided that the option of purchase will be exercised in 1950. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With regard to the bus and 

tram services, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when he will be 
malving a statement regarding the Government's accepted policy? 

The Hen’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: In a short time. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a fact tliat during Governor 
Casey’s time an estimate was actually drawn uj) as to what amount of 
money will be required for the purpose of acquiring the Calcutta Electric 
Stipply Corporation in 1950? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir, the amount was 
near about 25 crores during that regime and over and above that a building 
will have to be built possibly at a cost of 5 crores of rupees. Now that thing 
has already been examined and the Government will have to take it up 
if the electricity undertaking is to be taken over and Government are pre- 
pared to take it up to have that under consideration and grant and establish 
the louthern section of the undertaking. • 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In answer {a) (tl) in the last 
sentence, it is stated ‘‘the scheme involves legislation, proposals for wdiich 
are under consideration”. Does not this sentence give the meaning that 
Government have already accepted the princi])le of nationalisation and has 
come to the stage of legislating? ^ 

The Hon’bic Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The scheme itself is under 
consideration. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That caiiJiot be the meaning of 
that sentence. The noun “proposals” refers to “legislation” and not 
“scheme”. So it is apparent that the Government have already accepted 
the policy of acquiring these transport services. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; IMease see the answer. “The 
scheme involves legislation, proposals lor winch are under consideration”. 
It is clear from this that “proposals” for “legislation” are binder consi- 
deration. Which governs what, legislation nr your ]K)licy itself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: lUdh. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon b\ Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will be able to male an announcement before 
fhis House in the course of the sessi(»n as regards Government’s ])olicy 
rt‘garding these bus and tram services? 

The Hen’hle Mr. ftMAMftiinniM aumfd- t 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In view of the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Minister that Government have accepted the policy of 
nationalisation of the electricity supply industry, will he be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that only recently Government have given sanction for a 
certain rural electrification scheme to a private company? 

The Han’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: That is a difierent thing 
altogether. But that is the general position with regard to the services. So 
far as the electricity services in the province are concerned, Government are 
trying to undertake or inaugurate the grid system. As I have already 
indicated, there is the North Calcutta (Rural) Electricity Scheme which 
goes from Gourepore and then goes on via Ranaghat and Krishnagar and 
Kalna and Burdwan and (lien comes back. There is another scheme which 
runs from Chittagong and goes right up to Noakhali and then to Mymen- 
singh and conies to Dacca and to Chandpur. As regards the two others, one 
is from Sealdah to Khulna, another from Sealdah to Budge Budge and 
Diamond Harbour and these are places where Government will run their 
own concerns. There are ten or eleven cases where small places have been 
asked to electrify themselves with the aid of companies or persons. Orders 
have been issued and a Cabinet sub-committee has been formed to decide 
whether in small places the grid system or any other system for individual 
places will be allowed or not. And orders have been issued. 

MTi HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question that 1 wanted to 
ask is this: (xovernment while considering applications from private com- 
panies have established electrical concerns in rural areas and have decided 
to grant licenses to private concerns before they have decided to establish 
an Electricity Board for the province. Have you granted any license to any 
new concerns which are private? 

The Hon'We Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I have already explained 
the position clearly. Our Special Officer, Col. Evans, has been looking into 
these things and lie has placed before the Cabinet certain proposals; these 
proposals are that there are hundreds of applications from different places 
for issue o‘t' licenses to individuals and concerns. The Special Officer has 
accepted the principle of the grid system and placed it before the Govern- 
ment. The North Calcutta Rural Scheme has already been accepted and 
will probably function from Die next month, I hope. Sb far as smaller 
undertakings are conc,erned as was arranged we granted only preliminary 
licenses, ten or eleven in number. After that we decided in the Cabinet 

that the w'hole thing should be considered. Applications from various 

places have arrived and are pending consideration by Government. But we 
have not yet issued orders and we are considering the matter and until it 
haj been settled licenses to private concerns will not be issued. There will 
be an agreement that when Government will be ready to run a scheme 
and will be in a position to supply electricity at cheap rates these comi)anies 
will have to give up their licenses. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Why is it that Bogra has been omitted 
as well as Kushtia from the grid system , 

Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I have already said 

(interruption). Please listen to me. The grid system, as I have already 

said, so fa?’ as North Calcutta Rural Electricity Scheme is concerned, it 

does not go uj) to Kushtia and Chaudanga and goes from Gouripore, Rana- 
ghat and Krislinagar via Kalna and then fo Burdwan and comes back and 
the other one goes up to Khulna and the two other to Burdwan and other 
places. Only preliminary licenses have been issued for 10 places and there 
are still 50 applications for license pending but no orders have been passed 
on them. The whole matter will be considered by the Cabinet very soon and 
a Bub-committee will be appointed for a final settlement. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, this is not a new question. 
But what is the reason that Government have been simultaneously dealing 
with private license holders and granting them licenses when they are pro- 
posing to take up the whole electricity policy before. they consider and 
decide the entire position? 

The Hon'ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The proposal was submitted 
by Special Officer ; it is now under consideration as to what procedure should 
be followed. 

Mr. MAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, with regard to the 9 or 10 
cases for wliicli licenses have been issued, was there any inijn^rative necessity 
to o-rant these licenses . 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May I make u suggestion — why don’t yoii make 
a comprehensive statement witli regard to the matter, Mr. Shamsuddin? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: All right. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you propose to do 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Next week. 


Recommendations of the Bengal Weights and Measures Enquiry Committee. 

47. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state whether 
the Bengal Weights and Measures Enquiry Committee appointed by the last 
Ministry has submitted its final report? 

(b) If so, on what date? 

(c) Do the Government propose to enact any legislation in Bengal 
embodying the recommendations of the said Enquiry Committee? If so, 
when ? 

(d) Has the report of the said Enquiry Committee been published by the 
Government of Bengal? 

(e) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

(b) 4th December, 1944. 

(c) Yes. A Bill is proposed to be introduced in the Legislature in session 
after the next. 

(d) No. 

(e) The report was so long under exani]natit)n and hence it was not pub- 
lished. I, however, hope to publish it very shortly. 


Circulation af Order Papers. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I submit a matter? Today we 
have not received the Order Paper and we do not know what was the work 
before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There was some diff^nilty. The Order Paper was 
received only this morning and it was despatched by post. Naturally it 
has not reached the honourable members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we sent it yesterday. 

Ml^ PRESIDENT: That is why they have not reached the honourable 
members hecaui^e it was sent by post. The previous arrangement of distri- 
buting Order Papers through cycle peons slionld he levived. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We shall see that Order Paper 
and other urgent papers are circulated by special massengers. 
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Laying of the Bengal Civil PioneOr Force Ordinancoy 1947. 

The Hofi'We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I beg to lay on the table 
the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege of 
the House. Sir, may I know when the Ordinance was promulgated. So 
far as our information goes, it was promulgated just on the day preceding 
the first sitting of the House, namely, on the 2nd February, 1947. The 
House was going to sit on the 3rd February, 1947', the next day. No doubt 
section 88 lays down that the Governor has the power to promulgate an 
Ordinance during recess of the Legislature but when the Legislature was 
going to sit the next day, may not the House complain that by promul- 
gating this Ordinance the power of the House has been taken away and the 
House has every right to question the abrogation of the privilege of the 
House. 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. 8, SUHRAWARDY; Sir, it appears that it was 
necessary that the Ordinance should bfe promulgated so that it may have 
some force, it may run for some time before it is made into law. The 
Ordinance was promulgated for the purpose of continuing the provisions of 
the Government of India Ordinance. If we had not produced this,^I believe 
that the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force would have been illegal and we might 
not have been able to meet their exy)enditure. The position was that the 
Ordinance could have been promulgated a few days earlier but for the 
fact that on account of His Excellency’s previous engagement, His 
Excellency could not return to Calcutta before the 2nd February and His 
Excellency signed it on the very day of his arrival in Oalcutia. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASS When the old Ordinance expired? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That is jnore than I know, 

Sir. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The Hon hie M inister says that he 
cannot say when the Ordinance expired. In that case the question of the 
urgency of" the Ordinance just on the day previous to the first sitting of the 
House does not arise and the grievance of the House still remains. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I am just now told that 
it had already expired and the matter became more urgent. It expired 
prior to the 2nd Ferbuary. 

• 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Billi 194L 

The Hon»ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to introdu^ the 
Bengal Public Demands Eecx)very (Amendment) Bill, 1947, give notice that 
I shall move at short notice that the said Bill be taken into consideration 
and passed as settled in the Council. 

Sir, it is a one-clause Bill.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The amendments may be put in by 3 p.m. on 
Friday, the 14th. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The next item is item No. 4, the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1947. ’ 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, as regards the announcement 
made by you just now regarding submission of amendments to the previous 
Bill, notice may kindly be issued from your office to that effect. 

iMf. PRESIDENT: That will be done as usual, I am sure. 
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Mr. KAMIHI KUMAR DUTTA: As yet we have not received the day’s- 
rder Paper. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It has been circulated, I believe. (Several 
'embers : No, No.) They have been posted but did not reach you, I believe, 
hey will be circulated now. 

The Bengal Tenaney''(Afnendfiient) Bill, 1947. 

The Hen’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHAMAN: Sir, with your permission 1 
eg to move that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, be taken 
ito consideration. 

The Bill has been framed with a view to — 

(1) abolishing landlords’ fees in respect of transfer of permanent tenures 

and holdings at fixed rates, 

(2) relieving the (iollectorates of the work of serving notices of transfer 

of tenures and holdings, and 

(d) extending the period of suspension of the provisions for enhancement 
of rents so far as they relate to rents of raiyats and wilder- raiy a ts 
for a further period of 5 years with effect from the 27th August, 
1947, on which date the existing section 75A will cease to 
operate. 

Landlords’ tees tor transfer of permanent tenures and holdings at fixed 
ites are payable at the rate of 2 per cent, on the annual rent subject to a 
laximum amount of Rs. 100 and the minimum of Re. 1. In most cases, 
le amounts are very small and they are payable to a large number of 
iperior landlords. The labour and expense involved in the Collectorates 
ader the existing procedure for the transmission of these fees are cut cf all 
roportion to the value of the fees wuth the result that the bulk of it is 
:‘iually forefeited to Government and the landlords do not consider it worth 
hile to withdraw^ it, .It is for this reason and as a matter of administrative 
‘form of the Collectorates that the Rowlands Committee recommended the 
bolition of these fees, ^ 

The Committee also recommended that the Collectorates should be lelieved 
f serving notices of transfer of all rcuiyatl holdings which has jdaced 
nnecessary burden on the Collectorate staff. They considered that in the 
ise of transfer in such cases the interest of the transferee to get his name 
lutated in the landlords’ sherista was so great that it was unnecessary to 
Lake any special provision in the Act on that account. Government 
4jvever consider that as the notification of these transfers is a matter of 
jfisiderable importance to the landlords as well as tenants, their iiteiests 
re^kely to ])e adversely affected if the official recognition to the service 
f iilnsfer notices is taken away altogether. Provisions have accordingly 
eea made in the Bill for the service of such notices direct tlirough the Sub- 
registrars’ offices and the civil courts, as the case may be, the Collectorates 
eing relieved of the work. 

As regards the provision in the Bill regarding further c> tension of the 
eriod of suspension of the provisions for enhancement of rent, Government 
oiisider that any enhancement of rents of raiyats and under-raiyats at the 
resent level of high prices which have not yet stabilised will cause them 
Teat hardship. 

With these words. Sir, I beg to move for consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
"Lent) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Tenancy Amendment 
>ill, 1947 be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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Clamse 1. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Clause 1 siand part of tiie Bill. 

Tlie question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

1^1*. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Pill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6, 

Mft PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Pill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Chuse 6. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause G stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause G stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

• Clause 7. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, G. MORGAN: I beg to move that in sub-clause {!) of clause 7 of 
4;he Bill, for the words commencing with “and all such provisions” and 
ending with ”the tnenty -seventh day of August, 1947” the following be 
eubstituted, namely; — 

“Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating to 
enhancement of rent of a raiiyat or an under-m^ 2 /a^ shall take elect 
subject to the following restrictions; — 

{a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there 
has been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty per centum of the 
present rent; and 

{h) That in the case of an enhancement on the gound of a land- 
lord’s improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount expended on the improve- 
ment”. 
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Sir, we do not like this Bill very much but one or two points I would 
like to' make in my amendment. I would like to mention that the propo- 
sal to amend section 75A will, however, have far-reaching effects on all 
landlords; primarily it appears to me to be solely^ for the purpose of 
preventing landlords and others from increasing their annual demand, 
thus affecting the agricultural income-tax and compensation payable for 
rent-receivers’ rights on the abolition of the zamindary system to effect 
which Government are already committed. 

Government have also stated their intention of keeping the price of 
agricultural produce up to a level which will enable the cultivator to obtain 
a reasonable profit from his land. The Explanation in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons is therefore feeble in the extreme. Government 
evidently forgot when they talked of food staples that raiyats were the 
people who produced the food and were getting 400 per cent, of the pre- 
war price. So that they could ])ay and they were in a position to pay a 
higher price for other goods. But Sir, landlords are amongst the very few 
people whose annual income dj^ not increase during the war period although 
the high price obtainable for produce enabled landlords to collect arrears 
of rent to support the rise in the cost of living. These arrears have now 
been practically cleared and in view of Government’s intention to main- 
tain high prices for agricultural produce, it is very unfair that the land- 
lord should not himself reap any benefit from the enhanced income which 
the tenant is deriving* from land now that the tenants have wiped off their 
arrears. As this Bill proposes that landlords will have to continue to do 
without enhancement as we have been doing for the last ten years. 
Accordingly if the zemindary system is to be abolished, it would seem 
that zemindars wdll never again enjoy the right to enhanced rent regardless 
of the extent of the profit the tenants may make from cultivation. 

Now that the arrears have been cleared, their seems no reason why the 
tenant should not be asked to pay more towards the landlord’s much 
increased costs, possibly Government have in mind an intention to put 
forward such a very reasonable view only at such time as iliey themselves 
have become direct landlords and in the meantime will considei#the view as 
undemocratic and not one whicdi in the meantime will be appreciated by 
the Legislature, — they look at it now as undemocratic and it will be 
democratic when they become landlords themselves. It seems to me, Sir, 
that it is absurd to remain for 5 years under the present condition and we 
can only agree io that with the proviso I have suggested. The point is that 
in every other provision landlords are given# 10 i)er (jent. or 20 per cent, 
of the increase in the profit of the tenants and my point is that when the 
tenant gets Die benefit of the increased cost of his production and when 
he is able to stand up to the higher prices — the inflation prices — and when 
lie gets very mindi higher prices for his food crops, there is no reason why 
the landlord should be deprived of a share of this increase. The j)re-war 
price of paddy was Rs. 1-12 or Rs. 2 per maund. But what is it now? It 
is nothing less than between Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per maund. Surely that puts 
the raiyat in a position to pay a little higher rent to his landlord. Govern- 
ment merely base their reasoning in bringing this Bill on the high prices of 
foodstuff. But they do not take into consideration the fact that on account 
of the high cost of his food grains this money is also in the hands of the 
raiyat to meet this position. In the circumstances I would ask the House 
to accept my amendment. ^ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
I of the Bill, for the words commencing with ‘‘and all such provisions” and 
ending with ‘‘the twenty-seventh day of August, 1947” the following be 
f^ubstituted, namely : — 

“Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating 
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to enhancement of rent of a raiyat or an under-razi/^t shall take 
effect subject to the following restrictions: — 

{a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there 
has been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty 'per cenPmi of the 
present rent; and 

{b) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground of a landlord’s 
improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not exceed 
ten per cenUim of the amount expended on the improvement”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Sir, I beg to 
oppose this motion. My reason for doing so is that my friend over there is 
not aware how much inequitable and unfair the enhancement of rent on the 
ground of rise in the prices of food crops is on the generality of raiyats. The 
Land Revenue Commission took statistics an^ it was found that in Bengal 
76 per cent, of the raiyats had uneconomic holdings, 46 per cent, of the 
raiyats of Bengal hold less than 2 acres of land on which a family of 5 to 
6 depends has to subsist, 11 per cent, hold 2 to 3 acres, 9 : 4 per cent, only 
3 to 4 acres, 8 per cent, hold 4 to 5 acres and only 17 per cent, hold between 
6 to 10 acres and 8 per cent, more than 10 acres. These last two are the 
holders of economic holdings and the rest 75 per cent, are holders of un- 
economic holdings who cannot even meet costs of living. To increase the 
rent of these tenants would mean killlliug theju outright. They are already 
starving and as a matter of fact according to the i)resent i)olitical econo- 
mists such holders of holdings should not pay any rent at all just as people 
with a minimum income have not goi to any income-tax. So according 
to the present economic princiiiles their rents should be excused. If any 
enhancement is made, on the ground of prices 75 per cent, of the raiyati 
will be hit and very unjustly hit. (An honour memiu:r: What about 
khasmahal lands?) We shall follow this principle in regard to khasmahal 
also. Honourable members may be aware of the history of section 75A 
which was introduced in 1938 just after the first Ministry came into power 
under the Government of India Act, 1935. Raiyats claim that the 
zemindars have no right to enhance the rent. This jioint was particularly 
gone into by the liUiid Revenue rommission and they (‘ame to the con- 
clusion that their rent was meant to be permanently fixed by the Court 
of Directors. The Rejiort sijys “Nevertheless the question of fixing the 
raiyats' rent in perpetuity was considered”. The (kmrt of Directors wrote: 
“It is an object of jierpetual settlement that it should secure to the great 
body of the raiyats the same equity and certainty as to the amount of their 
rents, and Ihe same undisturbed enjoyment of the fruits of their industry 
which we mean to give to the zemindars themselves”. But no provision 
to that effect was made in the Permanent Settlement Regulations which 
were enacted in 1793. The result was that the zemindars have expropriated 
the raiyats to the extent of nearly Rs. 100 crores, or more. This sort of 
enhancement by the zemindars, was not at all justified but the raiyats had 
to yield because of the fiaw in the Permanent Settlement Regulations. The 
Board of Director’s instructions were clear but Avere got incorporated in 
the regulation. The result is that the zemindars have already expropriated 
the raiyats for these 150 years. We have now decided that for the time 
being we sliould maintain status qvo should not allow any enhancement 
We are thinking of the abolition of the zemindarv system altogether and 
when that is done the question will not arise at all. Until that is done the 
present rents should continue for maintaining the status quo. This Bill 
only contemplates to extend the period of that status quo for a year, for the 
present. Probably we may have to extend it for another 5 years if within 
the first 5 years we shall be not able to acquire, all the zemindarv interests. 



With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion moved by my friend 
Mr. G. Mor^n. Perhaps he has moved this motion not knowing the 
history of this particular section. (Mr. G. Morgan; Excuse me.) 

Mr, PRESIDENTS May I take it that the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
does not want to reply? 

The HOfl'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 don^t think, Sir, I need add 
anything to what the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain has already 
said on the subject. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
clause {1) of clause T of the Bill, for the words commencing with “and all 
such provisions’" and ending with “the twenty-seventh day of August, 
1947"’ the following be substituted, namely; — 

“Provided that for a further period of five years with elfect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating to 
enhancement of rent of a raiyat or an undei'-raiyat shall take 
elfect subject to the following restrictions: — 

{a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there has 
been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty per centum of the present 
rent; and 

(b) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground of a land- 
lord’s improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount expended on the 
improvement’’. 


The question was put and lost. 

- n ^ to move that in sub-clause (i) of clause 

t of the Bill, for the word “five” the word “two” be substituted. 

In view of what the Hon’ble Minister has said already, this amend- 
ment also does not stand much chance of being accepted and I do not like 
to say much further than what I have said. However I have moved it. 

7 Amendment moved that in sub-clause of clause 

7 of the Bill, for the word five the word “two” be substituted. 

the'^ffTvmnd^fW RAHMAN: I opiiose this amendment on 

the ground that the high prices prevalent now do not show any sign of 

eX^nT.ementTs— ^ stablished. On the l)a8is of that if any 


Mr. C. E. CLARKE: On a point of information, Mr. President 
cannot hear the Hon ble Minister. He is inaudible. 


We 


meTt*'*shonrd'’lL“''-l''*^'-‘^!l RAHMAN; Sir, it is unfair that enhance- 

rtabilised besides the other ground which my honourable colleague the 
Education has put forward before. The reason w’hy we should 
B IJlTf oa these high prices is because, according to us. 

^ years if not more to have the prices stabilised 
Moreover, as has been pointed out, we have ‘to get on with the abolition of 
the zemindary system, I mean the Permanent Settlement. We have a Bill 

S hope that legis- 

lation will ^ proceeded with m this session and under that legislation pro- 
vision has been made for fixing fair rent. To settle the lands with the 
zemindars on such fair rents will take us time. On the whole it will take 
us 0 years or more and that is the reason why we think that it will not do if 

ground^ ^ amendment on that 



Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
tba,'^ in suB-cIause (^) of danse 7 of the Bill, for the word five the word 
be sub.stitxited. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that dause 7 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(Jhinae 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that dause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

2'itle and Preamble. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and the Preniable be 
added ^to the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Counoil, be 
passed. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The Hoi?»We Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, 1 have 
only one word to say in reply to Mr. Morgan. He has mentioned that the 
raiyat is making a profit of 400 per cent, on the sale of his goods or crops 
but at the same time Mr. Morgan forgets that the cost of production has also 
gone up by more than 600 per cent, and also the cost of living of the 
raiyat has increased by 400 per cent. The raiyat lias to purchase his cloths 
at a price 400 or 500 per cent, higher than the jme-war price, he has to 
purchase his salt at a price 500 per cent, higher than the normal price. 

So it is not a fact that the raiyat is making all the profits and not spending 
on his necessaries. It is not a fact that the raiyat has been making a profit 
by getting for higher prices for his produce than he w^as getting some 
years ago. 

With these words I support the motion for the passing of the Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) BiH, 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

I now adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th February, 
1947, There is no business for tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th February 

1947. 
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Ai0iiibers absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 12tii 
February, 1947 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(2) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(4) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, m-b.e., c.i.e. 

(5) Dr. Kumud Sankar Eay. 

(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

(7) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 6. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Fridaji, the 14th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. 
being the sixth day of tne First Session of 1947, pursuant to 
section 62(2) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijot Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Externment order on Mr. Nepal Chandra Bhattacharyya. 

49. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. Nepal Chandra Bhatta- 
charyya, an employee of Calcutta Port Trust, was externed from Calcutta 
and the Industrial areas in 1940 F 

(6) Is it a fact that he was externed without showing any cause? 

(c) Are the Government aware thot he had no other means of livelihood 
except his post under the Port Trust? 

{(L) Have the Government sanctioned any allowance for him? If so, 
what is the amount, and when was it sanctioned? 

(e) Will the Government reconsider his case and withdraw the said 
externment order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Minister in 
charge of the Home Department): {a) and \b) Yes. • 

(c) No. 

{d) An allowance of Rs.lQ per month was originally sanctioned to him 
with effect from the 14th P'ebniary, 1940. This was enhanced to Rs.l5 per 
month with effect from the Ist April, 1942, then to R8.20 per month with 
effect from the 1st September, 1943, and finally to Rs.30 per month with 
effect from the 1st March, 1945. 

(e) The externment order was cancelled on the Slst Januar^^, 1946. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May T know what was the j)ay of Mr. 
Bhattacharyya in the Port Trust Office, before he was interened? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Does the Hon’ble Minister think that 
Rs. 10 was enough for him to maintain himself outside Bengal? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That as the reason why subse- 



Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; It was enhanced, but does he think it 
adequate ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the position is this that 
Government have not adopted the policy of making good the amount 
which he was earning before his internment, but it was in the nature of 
an ex gratia compensatory allowance. 

11 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

The Btngiy Pur» Food Bill. 

50. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed): («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Deprtment of 
Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that a comprehensive new Bill under the caption of the Bengal Pure Food 
Bill was introduced in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and referred to 

a Select Committee? 

« 

(b) Bo the Government of Bengal propo^ to sjieedily proceed with the 
said Pure Food Bill? If so, whenj^ 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) Yes. 

(h) It is proposed' to introduce the Bill in this House during the current 
session and to carry it through all possible stages. 

(>c) Does not arise. 


Public Health Act. 

51. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if the Govern- 
ment of Bengal propose to enact a comprehensive Act (‘ontaining all 
provisions re^^mrding public health and sanitation in Bengal on the lines of 
Madras Public Health Act (d‘ Ddlt and on the lines of the National Service 
Health Act of 194() of United Kingdom? 

(h) If so, when such a Bill will be introduced? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) and (h) Enactment of a com- 
prehensive Public Health A(‘t to make provision for matters relating to public 
health and sanitation in Bengal after taking into account the provivsions in 
the Madras Public Health Act and the relevant Act of the United Kingdom 
is under consideration of Government. Steps will be taken for preparation 
of a Bill for the purpose and for its introduction in the Legislature as soon as 
it is decided to enact such legislation. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; When Government proposes P) enact such a legisla- 
tion ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is engaging the 
attention of Government, but so far no decision has been taken. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Can the Hon’ble Minister give an approximate time 
when this legislation will be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry, I cannot predict the 
time when Government will actually take up the matter. But I may 
assure the honourable member that they will expedite the matter. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Is there any enactment under the 
contemplation of Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, Sir. We have, as a matter 
of fact, got some draft provisions of the Bill ready, but, as I have 
already said, no decision has yet been taken so far as the provisions that 
will be embodied in the Act. 
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Co-operative land colonization soheme for the ex-eervioemen of Bengal. 

52. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. 
Nur Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state, if any co-operative land 
colonization scheme for the benefit of the ex-servicemen of Bengal has 
been prepared and put into action in Bengal by the Government of Bengal? 

(6) Has the scheme for the resettlement of 10,000 ex-service personnel 
on 2 lakh acres of reclaimed waste land, as mentioned on page 28 of the 
Government of Bengal’s Post-War Reconstruction Plan, published in 1945, 
been put into operation? 

(c) If so, when and where? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman): (a) Government have 
given further consideration to the matter and a revised scheme is under 
preparation. 

(h) No. A Bill for the acquisition of waste lands for the purpose will be 
introduced in this session. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, T have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, I have refused consent lo your 
ad, inurnment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know the reason? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I will slate that. First of all it is a continuing 
grievance and the situation has not changed. You should have sent the 
notice of ad,|ournment motion on the opening day of the session. 

^ Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may 1 he permitted to explain why 
I (lid not send the notice on the opening day. I wanted to give the 
(jovernmeiit sufficient time to bring about some sort of settlement between 
the workers and the Tramway Company. I wanted to give 3 weeks’ time. 
Now, Mt' have come to tlu* conclusion tliat Government have failed t(» take 
the necessary steps to bring about settlement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But today is the 24th da;v'* of the strike. Yo\i could 
have sent the notice earlier. However, I am not prepared to discuss the 
matter further. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May we hear something from the 
Hon’ble Minister concerned? 

PRESIDENT: Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make any 
statement regarding this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: ^o, Sir. 

Presentation of Select Committee Reports. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you present vour Select 
tommittee reports? 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to present the report of the Select 
Uommittee on the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947, and 
with your permission, I also beg to pre.sent the report of the Select 
tommittee on the Bengal Moslem Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous 
Lxpenditure Regulation Bill, 1947. ^ 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: I could not hear you, Mr. Nur Ahmed. Have vou 
made the motions regarding the presentation of the reports of the Select 
Committee on, (1) the Bengal Muslim Marriage Expenditure Regulation 
Bill, 1947, and (2) the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947.^ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. May I have your permission also to 
move a very formal motion for extension of time to submit the report by 
the Select Committee on my Bill, the Eastern Bengal and Assam 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What are you moving, Mr. Nur Ahmed Let me 
now take up Non-official Resolutions. Yes, Mr. Mahalanobish. 

Non-official Rosolutions. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Mr President, Sir, on 
13th September last, when I was moving this resolution, I was going to 
cite certain recent instances illustrating the mischievous effect of the 
combination of these two functions, executive and judicial, but before I 
proceed to do that, I would, with your leave, Sir, like to state how these 
fuiKjtions (tame to be combined and what steps were taken to separate them 
and with what result. 

As I said, the (luestion of separation of judicial from executive func- 
tions of ofiicers is as old as British rule in India. It may not be out of 
place to have a historical retrosjKM^t of this very important question. 
After grant of Dewani to East India Company in 1765 A.D. administra- 
tion of criminal justice was left in the hands of Mohammedan officers 
aj)pointed by the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

In April, 1781, some powers with r(‘S])ecj to administration of criminal 
nistice regarding some heinous offences were transferred to the Judges of 
Civil Court. 

Union of tln^ office of Judge, Magistrate and (h)llector was introduced 
for the first time in 1787, in pursuance of the instructions of the Court of 
Directorj;^ brought out by Lord Cornwallis at the time of his appointment. 

After a short experience of the functioning of this system. Lord 
Cornwallis was satisfied that the result of this system would be to sacrifice 
the administration of justice to the supposed fiscal interest of the Govern- 
ment. 

He, therefore decided to vest the duties of collection of revenue and 
admin istrati(m of justice ■ in sej)arate officers. He accordingly abolished 
the Mai Adalat (Revenue Court) and withdrew from Collectors of Revenue 
all judicial powers. 

In Regulation II of 1793 (passed in Lord Cornwallis' time), it was 
pointed out in clear and unequivocal language that the combination of 
tht'se two functions was extremely undesiralue. So in 1793, Collectors 
were deprived of all judicial powers and the duties of Judge and Magistrate 
w'tu’c united in the same person. This continued till 1821. 

In 1821 Uegulution I\\ of 1821 was pa>sed em])owering the Governor- 
General in Council to invest Collector with magisterial powers and 
Magistrates with the powers of Collector. 

In 1831, by Regulation VII of 1831, powers were taken to invest the 
Zilla or City Judges with full powers to conduct the duties of Sessions 
Judges. 

In 1837, Lord Auckland procured the sanction of the Court of , 
Directors to the separation of the tw'o offices which were gradually effected 
in the course of the next eight years. 

In 1859, the offices of Collector and Magistrate were again united as a 
temporary measure. 
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In the meantime in 1839, a Committee was appointed to draw up a 
scheme for the more efficient organisation of the Police. 

That Committee pointed out in forceful language the extreme un- 
desirability of combining the duties of Judge, Sheriff, Justice of the 
Peace ana Constable in the same person. Such combination was charac- 
terised as absurd as well as mischievous. It was pointed out that the 
Magistrate ought to have no previous knowledge of a matter with which 
he had to deal judicially. 

It was said that the union of Magistrate with Collector has been 
stigmatized as incompatible, but the combination of thief-catcher with judge 
is surely more anomalous in theory and more mischievous in practice. 
“So long as it lasts”, it was said, “the public confidence in our criminal 
tribunal must always be liable to injury and the authority of justice 
itself must often be abused and misapplied and the power of appeal is 
not a sufficient remedy — the danger to justice under such circumstances, 
is not in a few cases nor in any proportion of cases, but in every case. 
After all, the Magistrate is constable, prosecutor and judge”. 

In 1854, Mr. C. Beadon, the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in a letter to the Governm(‘iit of India pointed out the desirability of the 
separation of the executive from judicial function. Mr. J. P. Grant, 
Member of (huincil of the Governor-General, re(‘orded a minute to the 
effect that the combination of the duties of the Superintendent of Police, 
Public Prosecutor and Criminal Judge was objectionable in principle and 
that the Government ought to dissever as soon as possible the functions 
of Criminal Judge from those of thief -catcher and Public Prosecutor now 
combined in the office of the Magistrate. 

In 185G, the Court of Directors of the East India Company reiterated 
the same views and stated that the management of the police of each 
district should be taken out of the hands of the Magistrate. 

In 1857, that eminent Judge Sir Barnes agreed with this view: 

“In which way is crime more certainly discovered, proved an(f punished 
and innocence more certainly protected — when two men are occupied 
each as a thief-catcher, prosecutor and judge or when one is engaged as 
thief-catcher and prosecutor and the other as a judge”. 

He observed further : 

“If the combination theory were acted upon in reality, if an officer, 
after bribing spies, endeavouring to corrupt accomplices, laying himself 
out to hear, what every tell-tale has to say, and putting his wits to the 
utmost stretch, for weeks, perhaps, in order to beat his adversary in the 
game of detection, were then to sit down gravely as a judge, and were to 
profess to try dispassionately upon the evidence given in court, the ques- 
tion of whether he or his adversary had won the game — I am well con- 
vinced that one or two cases of the sort would excite as much indignation 
as would save me the necessity of all argument a priori against the 
combination theory”. • 

Sir, these are the words of one of the most experienced and responsible 
English officials and not of an agitator or irresponsible critic. 

In 1860, a Commission was appointed to enquire into the organisation 
of the Police. This Commission reported that as a rule, there should be 
complete severance of Executive Police from Judicial authorities and the 
official who may be in any way connected with the prosecution of any 
offence or the collection of any evidence should never sit in judgment. 

This recommendation was accepted by the Government of India. It 
was then suggested that the combination of these functions was a tempo- 
rary measure. 



118 


NON-OFFICIAIi EESOLUTIONS. 


[14th Feb. 


During discussions on the Police Act, Sir Barnes Peacock, Vice- 
President of the Council, states that he was always of opinion that ‘‘a full 
•and complete separation ought to be made between the two functions 

In 1867, the then officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Mr. 
B[. L. Danapier observed as follows: — 

“I am convinced that the only true and lasting solution of the difficulty 
is a complete separation of judicial and executive duties’’. 

Similar views were expressed by a host of other eminent officials, so 
long back as 1867-69, of whom the following may be mentioned : — 

Hon’ble Ashley Eden, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Mr. (afterwards Sir and Lt.-Governor of Bengal) Rivers Thompson, 

C.8., 

Mr. (afterwards Sir) H. S. Maine, the then Law Member of the 
Government of India, and 

Sir William Makkbey, a Judge of the Calcutta High Court. 

The much-wished-for separation was about to be realised at the time 
of the enactment of the Criminal Procedure Code of 1872, but Sir Fitz 
James Stephen, who happened to be ruling over the 'legislative destinies 
of India at the time turned down the idea on the ground that under the 
circumstances of British India, the system must continue and that the 
maintenance of the influence and powers of District Officers is essential 
to the maintenance of British Rule in India and that any diminution in 
their influence and authority over the natives would be dearly purchased 
even by an improvement in the administration of justice. He talked 
about prestige and dignity of the District Officer which was likely to be 
jeopardised. 

Sir Fitz James Stephen did a great disservice to his own country by 
thus shelving a great reform of the administration of justice and thereby 
engendeudng a growing distrust in the administration of Criminal Justice 
in India., The matter was taken up by the Congress and other eminent 
public men of the time, including Mr. Monmohan Ghosh, one of the 
greatest criminal lawyer of the time, and he demonstrated the evils of 
the system by citing concrete cases. Mr. Ramesh Chandra Dutta, i.c.s., 
published a scheme in 1898, showing how this could be done without 
much additional expenses. In a debate on the subject which took place 
in the House of Lords, o,u May 8, 1898, Lord Kemberley, the then 
Secretary of State for India in Council and his predecessor Lord Cross 
showed their aj)proval of the i)rinciple in no ambiguous terms. It was 
then said that their separation would result in vast good to the country. 
Lord Duffer in, the Vi(‘eroy, accepted it as Counsel of Perfection. The 
Indian National Congress started the movement for separation and resolu- 
tions in support of it were passed in every year, since 1886-1896 
during the Government to effect it without furtfier delay. In later years 
also a scheme of se})eration has been laid before the Congress. This 
movement, the then Viceroy Lord Lansdowne declared as a perfectly 
legitimate movement. 

Ultimately in 1899, a memorial was submitted by a number of 
distinguished Anglo-Indian Judges and Administrators to the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, headed by Lord Hobhouses, Sir Richard 
Garth, Sir Richard Couch, Sir Charles Sargent, vSir William Markbey, 
Sir John Budd Phear, Sir John Scott, Sir William Welderburn. 
Questions were often asked in Parliament and Legislative Councils in 
India. Reply was vague and indefinite — vague promises of reform were 
held opt, but the matter was not taken up seriously. In 1908, Sir 
Harvey Adamson, the then Home Member, in his budget speech 
delivered on 27th March promised to effect a separation of judicial and 
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Executive duties in Bengal and East Bengal and formulated a scheme 
for the purpose — a cautious scheme after all. He said “the inevitable 
result of the present system is that criminal trials affecting the general 
peace of the district, are not conducted in that atmosphere of cool 
impartiality which should pervade a court of justice. Nor does this 
completely define the evil, which lies not so much in what is done, as 
what may be suspected to be done, for it is not enough that the administra- 
tion of justice should be pure, it can never be the bed rook of our rules 
unless it is also above suspicion’". 

The main objection hitherto put forward was that the District 
Magistrate cannot be deprived of his judicial power without loss of 
prestige and influence over the people. Prestige and influence cannot 
be acquired by under-hand and doubtful means. The prestige and 
influence that they suppose they possess is no real prestige or real 
influence, but it is what is acquired by tyrants — submission to fear. No 
District Officer can properly claim any respect or regard from the people 
but people fear him, because he has the power, to do mischief. 

The type of prestige and influence which they claim must disappear 

from the minds of our people and the sooner it does the better. In 

dealing with the (luestion of prestige, Sir Harvey Adamson, the then 
Home Member, in his speech said — 

“Can any (jovernnnuit be strong where administration of justice is 
not entirely above suspicion? The answer must be in the negative. The 

combinations of functions is a direct weakening of the prestige of the 

executive.” He then said that the Government had decided to advance 
cautiously and tentatively towards the separation of judicial and executive 
fun<'tions in India. He formulated a scheme, but it never materialised. 

In recent times, Lord Reading, the then Viceroy, had proclaimed that 
lie would effect the mu(*h-needed separation of judicial from executive 
functions, but ultimately failed to do anything. 

Numerous cases, many of them reported in Law Reports, may be 
cited illustrative of the baneful (‘fleet of the combination of the ju(iicial 
and executive functions and perhaps most — if not all — of the honourable 
members have got first-hand knowledge and information about the abuse 
ot these powers. It is unnecessary to cite a large number of cases to 
illustrate this and I would content myself in citing only 2 or d cases. 

The first case is known as the Mymensingh case of 1892, where a 
District Magistrate was so })uff‘ed up with pride and power that he could 
not tolerate the j)osition, wealth and influence* of a Maharaja, a resident 
of the town. He tried his level best to cancel his membership of tlie 
District Board by executive methods, but failed. Later wnen the 
Maharaja was extending the compound of his j)alace by building comj)ound 
walls, the municipal overseer thought that there w'as some 
encroachment on municipal drains. The Maharaja tried to settle amicably 
and offered to the municipality to make a pucca drain, but it was found 
that there was delay in making the drain. The District Magistrate 
ordered his prosecution under municipal bylaw and other sections of the 
Indian Penal Code and made over the case* to a Magistrate under him 
with the necessary instruction. Counsels came from Calcutta to defend 
the Maharaja who tried in vain to settle the matter amicably, the 
District Magistrate refused to settle. Under his instructions (as the 
District Magistrate himself admitted — that the trying Magistrate was 
his “post office and conduit pipe”), the trying Magistrate was to act. 
He openly used to take instructions from the District Magistrate with 
regard to the case. And during the trial, the trying Magistrate forced 
the Maharaja to appear personally and in spite of request by Counsel 
not onlw was not allowed a seat by his Counsel, but forced to stand in 
w dock. Not being satisfied with this indignity and humiliation to the 
Maharaja, under orders of the Magistrate one under-trial prisoner 
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charged with theft was brought in the same dock by the side of the 
Maharaja to receive his sentence. This was done obviously with a view 
to further humiliate him. 

As can be easily imagined the conduit pipe * Magistrate convicted him 
of nuisance and acquitted him of the charge of encroachment and sentenced 
to a fine of Rs, 600 or 20 days' simple imprisonment in default. 

When there was an appeal before Sessions Judge, the said Magistrate 
wrote a letter to the Sessions Judge in support of the conviction, but 
ultimately the Maharaja was acquitted. 

This indignity, this humiliation, this harassment to the Maharaja 
could never nave happened, if the District Magistrate had not used the 
trying Magistrate as his conduit pipe and if there was a judicial officer to 
try the case, who could function independently of the District Magistrate, 
the prosecutor. 

The next case, I would cite is the case of late Sir, then Mr .Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, subsequently a Minister of the Government of Bengal. 

The facis of this case may be recalled by many of the honourable 
members, who have seen the glorious days of first mass movement in this 
country in which Bengal took the lead. I mean the anti-partition move- 
ment. In 1906, there was arranged a Bengal Provincial Conference at 
Barisal on 14th and 15th April. Mr. A. llasul, the well-known Barrister, 
was the President-elect. A large number of delegates including Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Bose, an emineni Solicitor of the Calcutta High Court, 
the well-known patriot, Babu Aswini Kumar Dutta, the renowned 
journalist and editor, “Amrita Bazar Patrika”, Babu Motilal Ghosh and 
several other distinguished leaders attended the conference as delegates. 

At Barisal, when the President-elect was being taken in pro(‘ession, the 
police headed by the Police Superintendent started indiscriminate assault 
on the processionists upon which Mr. S. N. Banerjee protested and he was 
immediately j)ut under arrest and produced before the District Magistrate 
who at Hie time was famous — 1 w'ould say notorious — for his anti-Bengali 
feeling. 

Babu Aswini Kumar Datta and other gentlemen also accompanied 
Mr. Banerjee, hut they w’ere immediately asked by the District Magistrate 
to get out in these words: 

“Get away, you are not properly dressed and would be insulted — you 
have not p^tgrU on”; they returned. 

Mr. S. N. Banerjee was going to take a chair when the District 
Magistrate shouted in an insulting and offensive tone — “stand up — you 
are a prisoner”. 

Mr. S. N. Banerjee protested against the Magistrate’s remark as one 
that ought not to have come from the Court — the Magistrate said in a 
loud voice “keep quiet — this is contempt of Court and 1 shall draw up 
contempt proceedings against you”. 

And immediately after he wrote something and told Mr. Banerjee 
“ you are fined Rs. 200 for contempt of Court” and immediately after 
Mr. Banerjee was asked to show cause why he should not be bound down 
under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, and at once the order was 
made absolute and he was asked to find surety to keep the peace — Mr. S. N. 
Banerjee jirotested that he could not do so bv an executive order, but that 
a judicial enquiry was necessary — and nothing more was done and the 
matter rested there. 

The conviction for contempt of Court was set aside by the High Court 
holding it illegal and it observed that the record was tampered with by 
the Magistrate by adding something later on. No Magistrate, the High 
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Court said, can add to or alter the proceedings or judgment after they are 
signed. Tnis is another instance, how we are treated under the present 
system. 

In connection with the said incident in which the Police assaulted 
several delegates, a criminal charge of assault was brought by some of the 
injured delegates against the Police Superintendent and others. 

The Senior Deputy Magistrate received the complaint, but refused ta 
issue process or pass any order as required by law and was led to pass on 
the complaint to the District Magistrate as he said he had orders to do so. 
In spite of strong protest by counsel on behalf of the complainants the 
records were sent to the said District Magistrate. The Senior Magistrate 
shamelessly said in open Court : 

“My duty is of a clerical nature. That is what I have been ordered 
to do in this" matter. My hands are not quite free. 

Shortly after the District Magistrate’s order was received “Complaints 
dismissed and struck cff”. 

Needless to say that the order was set aside by the High Court and the 
case sent back to be dealt with according to law. The Deputy Magistrate 
again dismissed the case. That was in 1906, and we are now in 1947 — 4(1 
years’ after — Ihe same system is still creating disgust amongst all right- 
thinking people, but (jovernment is carrying on in the same way 
indifferent to the mischief and tyranny that is going on all round owing 
to the combination of these functions. The hatred and distrust that baa 
grown against the Government is in no small measure due to this system. 

It is needless to cite recent instances which aie so numerous and so 
sickening that people have become callous about it and take it: lying 
down as their Kismat under this system. The case of a Superintendent 
of lh)lice is still fresh in the minds of honourable members and recent 
instances of executive interterence with the course of justice in which a 
Minister of llengal Government was involved is fresh in our minds and 
I do not propose to detail those incidents. • 

These powers give opportunity to the officers to either extort bribe or 
subscriptions in aid of Government schemes with the connivance of high 
officials only to further their own official prospects. 

Apart from that, the disturbance caused by multifarious works of 
Magistrates — during the trial of cases — cann&t be conducive to a fair trial 
and every Magistrate thinks that the judicial part of the work is of very 
little importance. 

Even conscientious officers, their number though is extremely limited, 
who would try their best to do justice, ultimately cannot keep their 
conscience and independence, as at every step, the Police has the right, if 
not in law, but in practice to ask and do ask for explanations and the 
Magistrates have to submit explanations for their judicial orders at the 
behest of the Police Prosecutors and Execiptive sujjeriors. 

This is a system which should never have come into existence, and if 
allowed to exist in the beginning of British rule must have been abolished 
hundred years ago. But now combination of this system has become a 
public scandal of the first magnitude. But our misfortune is that in spite 
of so-called provincial autonomy working all these years our Ministers 
have not yet done anything to effect this much-needed reform. 

I cannot believe ihere is anybody in this House who would like this 

S ernicious system to continue any longer and let us therefore demand its 
iscontinuance by this Resolution and press upon the Government to act 
according to it. 
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As for practical scheme for effecting the separation, I may draw the 
attention of the House to the schemes drawn up by — 

(1) The late Mr. Eamesh Chandra Dutta in 1893, 

(2) Mr. C. W. Bulten in 1900, 

(3) Sir Harvey Adamson in 1908, 

(4) Late Mr. P. C. Mitra in 1913. 

All these were very cautious and halting schemes, but Government for 
one reason or another did not or could not adopt them. 

The matter was again brought before the old Legislative Council in 
1921 by a llesolution which ran thus: 

“This Council recommends to Government that early steps be taken 
for the total separation of the judicial from the executive functions in the 
administration of the Presidency”. 

This resolution was passed on the 5th April, 1921, and Government by 
Resolution No. 6257, dated the 19th August, 1921, appointed a Committee 
to formulate a practical working scheme for the total separation of the 
judicial from the executive. 

The Committee consisted of the following members : — 

Mr. Justice W. E. Greaves, Ihir.-at-Law, 

Mr. F. C. French, c.s.i., i.c.s., 

Sir Ashutosh Choudhury, Kt., m.l.c., 

Dr. A. S. Suhrawardy, m.l.c., 

llaja Manmatha Nath Roy Choudhury of Santosh, m.l.c., and 

'Mr. G .Morgan, m.l.c. 

We find that Mr. Morgan is still an active member of the House 
destined to listen to and take part in the discussion of the same matter 
after 25 years. The matter remains in the same position as he found in 
1921, 

That Committee gave a very detailed and valuable scheme. The cost 
scheme estimated by them w'as Rs. 4,48,650 non-recurring and Rs. 1,53,000 
recurring, the principle having already been accepted by the Bengal 
Legislative Council long ago. Practically everything is ready and 
Government can adopt one of these schemes and start the separation of the 
judicial and executive functions without any further delay. With these 
remarks 1 commend my resolution to the acceptance of the House and hope 
that the House will unanimously adopt it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved that this Council is of opinion 
that the administration of civil and criminal justice should be carried 
on by judicial officers and not by executive officers and there should be a 
complete separation of judicial from executive functions of officers at an 
■early date. 

Mr. C. MORGAN. Mr. President, in view of the fact that my honour- 
able friend bus mentioned my .name in connection with the ('ommittee 
oalled the Greaves Committee, of which I was a member, I may state that 
we went into the subject very carefully and anybody who wants to know 
the details can get hold of a copy of the report and read it for himself. I 
have no other option, but to -support the resolution before the House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to support the principle underlying 
this most important resolution. Sir, this question of separation of 
judicial from executive functions has been agitating the mind of Indians 
from the year 1893. In this agitation the Congress has taken 
all along a very keen part and has been pressing this most important 
reform in the judicial system of India. Sir, this is a question which I 
think should be supported by all members. It is necessary that a 
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Magistrate who tries a case should be immune from any outside influence 
and should be impartial and should not be directly or indirectly under 
the influence of some body who will regulate his promotion or his future 
prospects. I do not like to repeat the history of the question which has 
been so ably narrated by the mover of the resolution. I would only like 
to touch one or two points in the resolution. I ^nd from the 
resolution tabled in this House that along with the expression criminal 
justice, the word civil* ’ also occurs, for, as regards the administration 
of civil justice, it is a known fact that administration of civil justice is 
now quite separate from the administration of criminal justice and all 
civil cases are tried by judicial officers. * So I fail to understand as to why 
this word “civil” has been added to the resolution. 

As regards administration of criminal justice, Bengal has taken a 
great step in this direction. The Government of Bengal have already 
appointed some Munsiff-Magistrates, who try criminal cases. Important 
criminal cases or sessions cases are tried by District Judges, Assistant 
District Judges or Subordinate Judges. But, Sir, whenever this ques- 
tion has been raised the question of additional expenditure has 

come into stand in the way of effecting this most important reform. 

This question can be settled in my opinion very easily, if the right 
method is adopted. Now, every Magistrate hears appeals from the 
decisions of second class and third class Magistrates; this can be easily 
transferred or delegated to Assistant District Judges or District Judges 
and, if necessary, in some cases, by Munsif-Magistrates and in that 
case the District Magistrate will be shown of all his duties as a Judge. 
In case of Subdivisional Magistrate in some cases in Bengal an experiment 
was made by appointment of Munsif-Magistrate as Subdivisional 

Magistrate, but in that case also that function has not been separated. 
My suggestion is that these Munsif-Magistrates mav be appointed as Judge 
for trying criminal cases and the function whicn is now performed by 
the Subdivisional Magistrate as a Judge should be given to the Munsif- 
Magistrates and other Deputy Magistrates and Subdivisional Magistrates 
who try these cases can be placed under the control of High Court Judges 
and they may not be dependant and under the control of the Provincial 
Government. In this w’ay without much expenditure the desired reform 
may be effected in Bengal. I strongly .supjmrt the principle underlying 
this resolution. I think it is desirable that the judffiary who try cases 
should command respect irom all and there should be no complaint in 
regard to any case. To make that it is necessary that the function of a 
Judge and of an executive officer should be ’separated as early as possible. 
When the Congress Government came into pow’er in 1939, it w'as hoped 
that this reform would be carried out, but to our great disannointment 
all those who accepted this policy said that this matter shouW be post- 
poned on grounds of expenditure. I now find that some of the 
Congress Government have already taken up this question, such as, 
Madras, Bihar and other provinces. I hope the Government of Bengal 
which has gone too far already in this matter should complete the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive. With these few words I 
give my qualified support to this resolution T 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: May I draw your 
attention that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Judicial is not pre.sent 
in the House, when an important subject like this of his department is 
being discussed. 

Ttw Hofi’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the subject does not, strictly 
speaking, come under Judicial, it concerns the General Administration 
and comes under the Chief Minister’s Department. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Do you mean it comes under the 
Chief Minister’s Department alone P 
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The Hon'bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, it is a matter concerning the 
General Administration. The question of civil judiciary does not actually 
arise. It is criminal judiciary which is to be separated and which is 
being pressed for. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the statement just now made by 
the Hon’bie Minister is not correct. The powers to try cases are. granted 
by the Judicial Department and they are not granted by the Chief 
Minister’s Department, so these Magistrates who try these cases are 
directly concerned with the Judicial Minister first and then for administra- 
tive purposes it may concern the General Administration. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Primarily it is concerned with 
the General Administration. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to support the resolution 
moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Mohalanobish, regarding the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive. I think in the best 
interests of the country this should be given effect to as early as possible 
otherwise the communal whims and jobbery that are going on cannot be 
stopped. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, the question 
of the separation of the judiciary from the executive has been a very 
controversial subject for the last 90 years. It is really appropriate that 
in the present political context, this subject should come to the fore, 
because we are now on the threshhold of a new constitutional era and a 
new constitution will emerge no doubt. But we do not know what that 
constitution will be and we do not know also what will be the future 
set up of the Governmental machinery. Therefoie the Government is 
unable to a(!cept the resolution in full. Because Ihe resolution waut.s 
that the separation should be given effect to at once. So tar as the 
ouestion of separation is concerned, Government will certainly give 
due consideration to the opinion expressed in this House by members 
when the whole (ifuestion of the revision of Governmental machinery 
M’ill be taken up. But honourable members ot this House are aware that 
there is now a gradual and partial separation of the judicdary from the 
executive (Mr. Ahi)Itlla-.\l-Mahmui) : No, no). Sir, the District 
Officers have now ilaultifurious works in connection with the development 
and other scheme of rehabilitation and Government are now utilising the 
services of Lawyer-Magistrates and Munsif-Magistrates. These Lawyer- 
Magistrates are' recruited from the Bar and they have no connection with 
the General Administration of the districts. They are only concerned with 
the trial of criminal cases. They are at om'e given first class 
powers because of their experience in legal matters, and the}' are entrusted 
with the trial of criminal cases. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: That is not true. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. If you go on interrupting the 
Hon’bie Minister in this way, it is not possible for him to reply to all the 
points. ' 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: He is not stating facts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must allow him to have his .say. 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member mu.st 
patiently hear me first and it would be up to him to say afterwards that 
what I was saying was not correct. Now, Sir, 1 was trying to impress 
upon the House that these Lawyer-Magistrates are entrusted with the 
tryiag of criminal cases and they have no work regarding the general 
administration of the district or any other general administration work. 
It is true that they are under the control and discipline of the District 
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Magistrate who is responsible for the general administration of the district. 
In that view of the matter, it may be said that there is not 
complete separation of the judiciary from the executive, because the 
District Officer is responsible not only for the running of administration 
of the district, but also he is in charge of the Magistrate, who try cases 
that are brought up for trial. Nevertheless, there is partial separation 
in the sense that previously trying Magistrates used to dr ' administrative 
work. They were then in charge of law and order and used to try case^ 
for infringement of any section of the law. But now after the appoint- 
ment of Lawyer-Magistrates there is partial separation. Also 
Muusifs who used to try civil (;ases, they have been empowered under 
the Criminal Law to try criminal cases and thus Munsif-Magistrates are 
judicial officers of Government who have nothing to do w'ith the general 
administration. In that view of the matter also there is partial separa- 
tion but I admit that there is not complete separation of the 
judiciary from the executive, as is desirable and therefore, 1 would like 
to state on behalf of the Government that this matter is engaging the 
attention of the Government and they will certainly give due weiglitage 
to the opinions expressed by the members of this House, but I only want 
to .say tliat Government are unable to give any immediate effect to the 
question oi separation of the judiciary and the executive in view of the 
fat't that Government machinery at present is wholly occupied with 
development schemes and plans and that Government do not know what 
th»* future setup of Governmental nuudiinery will be and Government are 
also not fully aware what the future constitution of this province will be. 
Therefore in that view of the matter this (}U(‘stion of separation of 
judiciary from the exccutiv(' cannot be taken up immediately. But 
in^l^much as Govtuiiment’s attention has been drawn to it, Government 
would like to im])lenieiit the views of this House as soon as it is possible 
tor Governnieiit to do so, hut only after tlnu’c is general revision in 
(Tovernmental machinery and there is change in the constitution. With 
these words though I accept the principle enunciated in the resolution, I 
am afraid we cannot accept the resolution, be(uiuse it states that immediate 
effect is to be given to this quehtion of separation. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The Hon’ble MiLisler wanted 
to say that there was a virtual separation of the two already (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mohammed Ali : 1 did not say so). At least he said that there was 

some kind of separation already, t am not committing myself to either 
view ; ni v views are quite different and I am not prepared to give my 
views on the subject. I have got up only on a poiiilTof explanation. 
There is no separation of the judiciary from the executive at the present 
moment; it is a fact, because the question of who controls the district 
crops up here; certainly the District Magistrate, who is the administra- 
tive head of the district controls everyone woh does criminal 

Mork whether he is a Munsiff or he is a Lawyer-Magistrate — wliat is the 
source of recruitment is immaterial to the subject at issue — and he is 
under the control of the administrative head and the latter has the power 
to retain him or to rej)ort against the former that he should 

not continue. ^ The subject is a complicated one and 1 would request 
that the Hon’ble Minister and the Cabinet should give deep consideration 
to this thing. It is a very important question, hut it cannot be given 
effect to immediately without ascertaining the opinion of the country, not 
the opinion of this House alone, and the many points involved in it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobrnh, you have the right of reply. 
(Mr, Lalit Chhiidra Das rose to speak.) Why should you speak now, 
Mr. Das? You did not get up at the proper time when this important 

matter was being discussed. There was ample opportunity for you to get 

up and if you had drawn my attention, I would have allowed you to speak. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is only to meet some of the points 
that I have got up, Sir. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Now is not the time, Mr. Das. Yes, Mr. 
Mahalanobish. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, the Hon ble Minister 
wanted to postpone this matter till he sees what the new constitution is 
like. Now, I for a moment cannot at all understand what this question 
has to do with the new constitution. That constitution may come in two 
years or five years or ten years later or may not come at all. That has 
got nothing to do with an urgent reform in this branch, for which I 
am now contending. As we all know there is a great deal of difficulty 
that we are experiencing in the matter of the Constituent Assembly and 
to have the Constitution through the Constituent Assembly or through 
the Brtish Parliament and then to have a Constitution of this particular 
province and then to consider whether there should be a separation of 
judicial and executive functions will take a very very long time and one 
does not know whether the particular Government then on the saddle 
will be reasonable enough to have a separation of the executive from the 
judiciary for which we are now moving this resolution. I submit that 
it is an extremely lame excuse which the Hon’ble Minister has put 
forward as a ground for delaying this matter. Now, the Hon’ble 
Minister has said that the Government are occupied with so much and so 
many important . matters that they cannot look into the matter so early 
and takes exception to the resolution, because it says that “early” steps 
be taken. I have perhaps shown that this matter has been agitating the 
minds of the people of this province as well as the mind of Government 
for over a century and that after all sorts of discussion and all sorts of 
consideration of the points of view of the Government, of the people of 
the province and that of the Judges and Magistrates, ultimately in 
1921, the Bengal Legislative Council had decided to acre})t the principle 
and the‘ only thing they wanted to have was a proper workable scheme. 
That scheme was made and it was reported to the Government — that 
must be in the archives of Government, no doubt, — and there is very little 
to be considiM’cd anew. If there is any point of view which the Hon’ble 
Minister wants to place before the House for which all these 

considerations which were given by successive Governments to this 
question have been set at naught or is going to be revised now, the 
Hon’ble Minister is perfe(dly welcome to say before this House as to 
what are the present circumstances which debar the Government from 
accepting the pi*lnciple tliat was acceptable to the Government of Bengal 
in 1921. Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was trying to give some 

consolation to us by sayiug that “we have already given effect to some 
partial 8eparation’\ (Mr. Abdulla-al-Maiimud : We do not admit 

this.) Certainly, we do not admit this nor should any one do so. What 

has been done is not fit to be called separation of the two functions. Sir. 
who are the Lawyer-Magistrates? 1 know many of them; they are 
worse than your Magistrates, because you have got them as temporary 
Magistrates and they do not know when they will be called off. The 
District Magistrate will just wlite a confidential against them and say 
“these officers are no good, his acquittals are more than they ought to 
be”. The District Magistrate does not care to know the law or judge 
any case on its merits; he only goes by the peri'entage of acquittal or 
conviction and whenever any poor Magistrate has a goodly number of 
cases of acquittal, then woe to him and a confidential letter is issued 
against him by the District Magistrate. Therefore, either you should 
appoint these Lawyer-Magistrates permanently or should sack them 
because it is all the more pernicious to have such officers in the iudicial 
service who are anxious to have their own skin saved. (The Hon 'ble Mr. 
Mohajimed Ali: Sir, it is doing great injustice to a gallant band of 
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officers.) Well, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has never attended a law 
court and if he had, he would not have felt like that. I belong to the 
legal profession, Sir, and have great respect for the Lawyers, but still 
I am constrained to say that that is the position in the mofussil, and 
having regard to this practice, I think I am justified in making these 
remarks. So far as the Munsifi-Magistrates pe concerned they are always 
entirely under the control of the District Magistrate . and District 
Magistrates' whims are sometimes reflected in the judgments and orders 
of these Magistrates. (Mr. Hamidfl Hfq Chowdhury : Only in criminal 
cases and not irw civil.) Yes, Munsifi-Magistrates, when they sit as 
Magistrates they are called Magistrates, but when they are taken off from 
criminal work they are regarded as civil. They should not be taken 
away in this way from criminal work. I want to say to the House 
that there is, therefore, no partial separation. It was not. Take it in 
that light and frankly admit it. But to say that w^e have got partial 
separation in the way in which you say, is, I say, regrettable. 

Then, I submit, Sir, the Hon'ble Minister said that this was engaging 
the attention of the Government. I submit that Government 
have so many things under consideration, as the Hon’ble Minister himself 
has already said, that the expression “engaging the attention of Govern- 
ment” has almost become meaningless -and we do not take it as of any 
serious import. It simply means shelving the matter and nothing more. 
It is only those who have come in contact with administration of justice 
can feel what a seandal, it is to have in the twentieth century judicial 
and executive functioning together. Everybody connected with law and 
justice knows that now a days legislati(ui is left to the executive. You 
'just enact a law with a lew sections and leave everything to be decided 
by rules and rules are framed by executives and the Magistrate and his 
subordinates are to (mitn them out. This is simply arbitrary. In many 
civilise<l countries the method of ruling by rules is being 
abandoned and it is a very pernicious system. But we find here in Bengal 
that we are not only having no separation of the executive and the 
judiciary, but we are having day by day every law administered by the 
executives and judicial functions are more and more being entrusted to 
Magistrates and executive officers under the rule-making* powers of 
Government. Therefore the position has become extremely undesirable 
and it Is high time that the Government should without delay undertake 
the sepiiration of these tw(> functions. I submit that the cost is not 
much a^ the (jreaves Committee has shown and everything else is practi- 
cally ready. Therefore the question of delaying this mutter any further 
should not be accepted by this House. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that this Council 
is of opinion that the administration of civil and criminal justice should 
be carried on by judicial officers and not by executive officers and there 
should he a complete separation of judicial from executive functions of 
officers at an early date. 

The motion was put and a division claimed. 

(When the Division Bell ceased ringing.) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, how can the *Hon’ble Minister .shout “No” 
when he is not a member of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He can shout but he cannot go into the Divi.sion 
Lobby . 

A division was taken with the following result; — 

AYES— 15. 


Mr. c. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Dai. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 


Mr. G. 4. Keeman Hook. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. Haridaa Majumdar. 
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Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. BIran Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Nagondra Nath Mohalanabish. 
Mr. Goorge Morgan, C.I.E. 


Mr. BIrondra Kiahoro Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

NOES— 23. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

fiai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Choudhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. 


Mr. G. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoealn. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

AlhadJ Yar All Kh&n. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdui Latiff. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Taiukdar. 


Ayes being 15 and Noes 23 tbe motion was lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps 
to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, and the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act of 1919, so as to enable women to be voters 
and members of the institutions set up by these Arts, and recommends 
for the purpose that all women of the age of 21 years or more who are 
literate or whose husbands or fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are 
qualified by these Acts to be voters or members, will be entitled to be 
voters or members thereof. 

Sir, half the population of Bengal is formed by women folk. So far 
as women are concerned, we know that a very liberal view was taken by 
Parliament and under the Government of India Act, 1935, they have 
been enfranchised. They can really vote now and their representatives 
as a matter of fact ai‘e now sitting in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
Now, Sir, they were considered fit to be voters to send up representatives 
even to the ^highest Council that we have got in our province and yet it 
is strange enough, I should say, that they have not been considered fit 
to vote for persons who are to go to union boards or to union committees, 
to the local boards or to the district boards. It will be necessary for me 
to point out from the relevant sections of the Local Self-Governing Acts 
how they have been debarred. For this purpose, I would draw your 
attention, Sir, and through you of honourable members of this House 
to section 7 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. Therein 
it is stated that every male person of the full age of 21 years and having 
a place of residence within the union, who during the year preceding 
the election has paid a sum of not less than eight annas as cess under the 
Cess Act, 1880, in respect of lands situated wholly or in part in such 
union or during the year immediately preceding such election has been 
assessed at and paid a sum of not less than six annas for the purpose of 
union rate payable under the Act, or in the case of a first election under 
this Act, as chaukidari tax, shall be entitled to vote. 

Now, Sir, this is the qualification of a voter for members of union 
boards. All that is wanted now is to drop the word “male”, appearing 
after the word “may” and just before the word “person” and then 
everything becomes all right. If this section is amended by the removal 
of tne word “male” this section would read as follows — Every person of 
the full age of 21 years, and having a place of residence, and so on and 
so forth. Then every male becomes a voter. With regard to the female 
my resolution demands that not only does she need to be 21 
years of age, but what is more important, she must be literate or her 
husband or father or guardian, as the case may be, is qualified by these 
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Acts to be voters or members, will be entitled to be voters or members 
thereof. These are also the qualifications required of women to become 
voters under the Government ot India Act, I9d5. This is one section, 
Sn*. Then there is another ^ection which requires to be amended in this 
eonnection ainl that is section 9 of the ]h*n^'‘al Local Self-Government Act, 
IS85, the proviso portion of it. In that ])rovi^o the de^'t'ription of the 

(}ualifi(‘atioiKs of the voters for meml)ers to the local boards has 

been laid down as follows — “provided that (‘vt‘ry male pen-sou of the full 
age of tweut ', -one years, resident within the area under the authority 
ot a local board, who is qualified in oin* of the manners following, that is 

to say, is a member of a union (-ommittee within such area, has during 

the year immediately preceding ‘'Uch (d(‘ction ])aid a sum of not less than 
one ru})ee on account of road (‘cs^ in i-CNpect of lands situated either wholly 

or in part within such area, or been possessed of a (dear 

annual im-ome from any source ot not less than two hundred and forty 

rupees” will be eligible to bi‘ \oters. In this proviso the only change 

that nill In* nec<*ssaTa will be tin* i(‘moval of the word “male’’ api)earing 

after the word “evei‘\ ” and the femah* becomes a voter. It will be 

necessary to have a short change in section Id of the Ih'iigai liocal Self- 

Government Act, 111 the pro\is(», (n that proviso the wording is {*xoctly 

the same— “every male jierMiii” and so on and so forth. Here also, if 
the word “male” is diopped aitt'r the word “evei\\ “ then a woman 

becomes a vot(*r. So far as tin* lb*ngal Local Self-Government Act of 

ISSb, is conct-rned, it has l)(*('n ameinb'd s(‘V(‘ral times and lat(‘r tliere has 

been an ann'iidmeiit aUo and that M'ction is n*([uired to be amended. 

Here also tin* word “male ' is to go. 'I’hest* an* all tin* alterations re{|uired 
in tln*sr (wo Acts ((tr the purpose of enfranchising ’svomon and 

thus enabling th(‘m to be vot(*is. 1 do not understninl wdiy this bare 

justice to our women ffdk should ind he d()ue, wln*n om-e tln'ir right has 

been recognis(*d even in n*sp(*ct of tin* L(‘giHlature in our country and 
the> ((light and should he allowed to vot(* for (‘andidates for the bx'al and 
district hoards and union boards. Th(*re has lieen great awakening 

amongst the women folk of our countr\ and there will be no dearth of 
properlv (lualitied candidates. As a matter of laid 'some of# the wonnm 
of ()iir country have gone tai ahead of tin* 1111 * 11 . Take for instance Mrs. 
Hij()\ l.axiiii Pundit and Hegiim Shah Nawaz. Mrs. Bijoy Laxmi 
Pundit was sent to T-.N.O. as H‘pres(*ntativ(‘ of India and it was known 
to every one how sjilendidly shi* has yierlormed her task to the glory of 
India. Take tor instunci* the case of B(»gum Shaw Nawaz, another 
Indian w'omaii, who toured America on l)^*lialf of the Mu.slim League. 
And then the schools and colleges both in the towns as well as in the 
mofussil an* lull ol educat(‘d women and when tin* I' ni versiti(*s are award- 
ing deg^re(*s, w(* find tliat the women are competing witli tfui males most 
successfullY. So, I cannot for a moment think why their claims to be 
enfranchised can be disregarded by us. J have no doubt that taking a 
hmg view of the situation, a proper and reasonable view of the case of 
the women Government of tlie land will accede to them this right, this 
claim, this franchise. 


AVitli these words, Sir, 1 move my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved tliat thi.s Council is of opinion 
that the Government of Bt*ngal should take immediate steps to amenil the 
Bengal Local Selt-(iovermneul Act ol and the Bengal Village Self- 

(lovernmeut Act of 1919, m) us to enaiile women to be voters and members 
of the institutions set uji by these Acts, and recommends for the purpose 
tliat all women ot the age ot 21 years or more, who are literate or whose 
husbands or fathers or guardians, as the ca.se may be, are qualified by 
these Acts to be voters or members, will be entitled to be voters or 
members thereof. 

12 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: On a point of information, Sir. With regard to the 
wording of the resolution “recommends for the purpose that all women 
of the age of 21 years or more who are literate or whose husbands or 
fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are qualified by these Acts to 
be voters or members’’. Now, will an illiterate woman be a voter if this 
resolution is accepted? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the honourable member [)1ease explain what 
he means by those words in the resolution ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, so far as it obtains in the exercise 
of votes by ladies in case of candidates standing for the Legislatures, the 
women who are illiterate also have been allowed b> vote on the qualifica- 
tion of their husbands. So T have worded the resolution like that. But 
I may say that the women will not be generally illiterate. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise in support of the motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, thei e is om* w.oni wliicli J could not under- 
stand. You have proposed the minimum age to be 21 years, but you have 
also used the word guardians. But they will be all majors. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is exactly not a legal expression 
but only ladies of the age of 21 years living in a family. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot follow you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Even if a lady is of 21 years of age still 
she has to live under some guardian to look after her. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Oh, you mean to say that they are perpetual minors ! 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I rise to support this resolution of any friend, Mr 
Lalit Chandra Das. Although T realize that it is a very unreal 
atmos])here after having witnessed the voting on the resolution just 
preceding, I think. Sir, neither our Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Local Self-Government nor any member of this House would be unchival- 
rous enough to I'efuse this little franchise in these days when we are 
shouting for adult franchise in every sphere. The (k)ngress as Wf ’1 as 
the Muslim League are in favour of adult franchise and although Mr. 
Das has hardly qualified the voting by adding guardians even for women 
of more than 21 years of age, the explanation would be. Sir, this in 
this particular case: In oyr country, the women are not economically 
independent and therefore provision has been made in the Government 
of India Aid and in other Election Manuals that women whose husbands 
are qualified to vote may vote even though they are not qualified otherwise, 
that means by literacy or by means of assessment of their house 
and so on. hi this case there may be some women whose husbands are 
dead and who cannot come in in any other way, but as members of the 
family — these perpetual minors as you have put in properly — and there- 
fore when the house is assessed and a lady is living in that house without 
having any share in that^ particular house, she being over 21 
years of age, she should be considered as under the guardianship of the 
gentleman or the lady who owns the house. In this particular case she 
will come in as a voter, but the best thing would be, Sir, to introduce 
adult franchise both for male and female over 21 years of age and we 
would have the restrictions as has already been envisaged by Mahatma 
Gandhi that those who are ovei- 50 years of age may not be entitled to be 
voters in all cases and many of our old men and women will be then out 
of this unreal atmosphere and we young people (*an fight out our own 
case here. There are other aspects of the thing, Sir. We have found 
also that in cases where women, when they have been given franchise, 
they use it with much better common-sense than perhaps we male folk 
would do and that is a fact. The fact being that in many cases, the male 
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folk are guided by other considerations than by considerations of principle 
and here in this House we saw that in the voting on the 
preceding resolution and if women members in this House could also 
have been elected by their own franchise — not b\ nomination — tb^y would 
have acted otherwise than what they have done in the resolpFon on the 
separation of judiciary from the executive. 1 feel synij athy for all 
women over 21 years of age and await the day when they will be voters 
and fake part iii the administration of not onl\ (lii.> pjoviiu-c. but of the 
local councils and the district boards and the local boards in this provin(‘e 
and J think our Hon’ble Minister will accede to this resolution and take 
necessary ste])s to make the necessary amendments to the Acts suggested 
by the mover, if it is po:,sible, even during the current session of the 
Council and the Assembly. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I rise to support tlie resolution 
moved hv my friend. Mr. Das. Da>s have come when women are coming 
forward ' to ’ work side by side with men. The\ are getting similar 
education as men; th<\v are trained in the same lines as men and it is 
(juite natural that tlie\ should claim the same privileges as men have in 
the administration of the land. The women ot England had to fight lor 
the fraiichiM*. In Bengal let us not face the same ugly fight. Let the 
franchise be extmided to tliem without any fight. Some may say that 
men are now afraiil of women. The point is controversial indeed. 
But if is liigli tiim* that intelligent and able women should he allowed to 
take j»art in national work and administration. Women are best suited 
for ad U!ini'>f ration ot the (le])artments of primary education, child welfare 
and maternity, etc. The (Jovernments of Europe and the United States 
(it Ami'iica have allowed women inside* the administrative machi- 
nerv uthI I)rol)al)I^ the\ liave nothing to rt*peni for their action. So, 
insiead of creating (lass antagonism, l(‘t us ^wi'lop class compromise. 
With th(>.>e words 1 commend the n^solution to the acc(‘ptance of the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, 1 have my full sympathy 
witlj tile main ])ui})ose of the resolution, hut T am afraid Mr. 
l)a^ wants to make mischief in the sense that he wants to brung friction 
and disjiu(<‘s into the lionsehold. I am afraid, I cannot supfiort the 
11 ‘solutioii inasmiK'li as experience sh()w> that women rarely vote for 
wonn'ii. In voting, if it is limited to men folk, women have got a chance 
to do ^omc woik on representative organisations, but it is tin* 
‘xitenericc ot many countries that women voters or bulk of them do rarely 
[(‘turn women. Therefore, if for nothing els^, T would rathcir hav(! the 
fhance given to v\om(*n to he irn'inbers ot local b((dies and tln^ onl,\ way 
(o have that i> to limit the vote to men folk. From a practical po'int of 
view, 1 am afraid that in rural parts of tlu* country extension of the 
franchise to women as is the exjierience in the elections to the provimdal 
legislature, Sir, absolutely bet'omes a im*re theoretical provision. Foi- 
very few women except in towns have taken advantage of this enlarge- 
ment ot franchisi*. Therefore, I say, let consciousness grow amongst 
women— not to the extent that we have heard amongst the suffragist 
women in England, when women have fought tooth and nail for getting 
their rights and havt* fought for re])resentation in Parliaim'iit — not to that 
extent, but let them demand this franchise for themselves, but let us 
not as a mark of chivalry concede that right to them. Therefore, till that 
riim^ comes let us defer this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALl5 Mr. President, Sir, at the risk 
of being dubbed uncbivalrous and at the risk of incurring the displeasure 
of Miss Robertson and Mrs. Dutt, 1 have to oppose the resolution. The 
resolution is not as simple as it looks. It proposes a change of a far- 
reaching character and of a revolutionary type, and I shall explain 
why. Elsewhere and in another place I explained to some members of 
the legislature Government's point of view regarding the extension of 
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franchise to women. Gloverument contemplate bringing in a compre- 
hensive amendment of the Jjocal Self-Government Act, 1885, and it is 
proposed to e.xtend the francliise to women so far as district boards are 
con(;erned. L have ('xplained the reason why it is not possible for 
Government to extend the tranchise to women in the matter of election 
to the union boards. Members of the House are aware that the cost of 
elections to local b(»ards are home by the local bodies. 4’he funds ot 
union boards are very limited and it is not possible for union boards to 
arrange for the erection of sejiaraie booths for ditl'ercmt classes ot voters. 
Therefore it would create a lot of difficulty, if franchise is extended to 
women in union hoards. Women enjoy the franchise in the matter of 
elections to the niunicijialities and the pj'ovim'ial legislatures and it is 
our experience tliat response from women voters is not very great (Mr. 
Lalit Ghaxj>J{a Das: Questions!) and that is why it is proposed to 
extend the franchise only gradually. Now, as 1 stated earlier, this 
resolutifui contemplates a change of a far-reaching character and the 
reason is tins: it the resolution is accepted then for every male voter 
there will he H or 4 female vot(‘rs and the result will he that the number 
of fcnnile voters will he more than male by 3 or 4 hundied per cent. 
The j)oint is it will give adult franchise to female whereas 
that is not extended to nuih* because the resolution states that all women 
of the age of 21 years or more, who are literate, etc., will be entitled 
to be voters. The net result of this will be that for every male voter 
there will l)e 4 or 5 female voters, because a male who is eligible for vote 
on account of property ma\ haw* several females. Now, as Mr. Biieii 
Roy had said, they ina\ h(‘ living with their brother, unch‘ or other 
guai’dian.s, who liii})pen to 1)(‘ their guardians and they will he entitled 
to vot(‘, hut this concession is lud extended to male. Now, foi’ t‘very 
property v\hich belongs t|> male there is one vote. On the other hand, if 
you accei»t the resolution, there will be 4 or 5 female voters for every 
proper^ . So this resolution <'ontemplates a (diange which is of a 
revolutiomiry charactiu- and by which male folk will have to abdicate 
and the sidection of nomini'cs in the local and union boards and other 
local bodies will fall in the hands of females. But our country unfortu- 
nately has not progr(‘SS(‘d, far as to permit our women fidk to be 
voters of these* local bodies and allow the males to abdicate tlieir right to 
do so. 43i(‘ ])rincipl(‘ should he accepted as we have now such women 

folk as Mrs. llijo\ Laxmi and Ifegum vShaw Nawaz, as stated by my 

friend Mr. Dalit (diandra Das. But some time shouhl elapse before such 
rights are giv(m and it shwuld la* given gradually. So Government do 
not propose any radical change just at the present juncture. In thest? 
circumstances, I cannot accept the i)rinci])le enunciated in the resolution. 
But 1 can assuie tlie House that franchise will be allowed in the matter 
of district board and when we will bring in a comprehensive Amending 
Bill in the next monsoon session of the Legislature these things will be 
considered. It is not possible to have this Amending Bill in the present 
session as wanted h> my friends ojijmsite. I therefore o])pose this 

resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA AAS: Sir, 1 want to say a few’ woids in reply. 
The Hon’ble Minister is labouring under a great mistake. He seems to 
think tliat the woman voter will get advantage over the male voter, if 
my resolution is acce])ted. He does not know the present state of 

alfairs. He ought to know, if he does not know’, that in joint family 
fhere is a minimum rate that requires to be paid for the purpose of 
making one a voter and that in a joint family every adult becomes a voter 
even according to present law of joint family system. Therefore his 
complaint that the women voters will be larger in number than males 
has no legs to stand upon. As a matter of fact, he should not have made 
a complaint like this. He should not be sorry, if women get advantage 
over male and come in larger numbers. Why don’t you make adult 
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Pranckise for all males as well’ as females h Well, voters in democracy— 
the more — the married. As a matter of fact that would be a greal 
.mproveiuent upon the present state of things. So far as the present law 
inder the Government of India Act, 1935, stands, if views of the 
Hon’ble Minister is accepted these ladies cannot be voters. Fortunately 
Miough the power lay elsewhere and those authorities took a different 
new and the ladies have been enfranchised. 11 the matter rested with 
he Hon’ble Minister, from what 1 heard of his views, the ladies could 
lot be members of the legislatures. It is surprising to know that the 
adies could be voters in the legislatures, but they are incompetent to 
oie for the district boards, local boards or union boards or for the 
illage committees. Sir, 1 expected to hear the opinion of Mrs. Dutta 
liid Miss Kobertson on this resolution as to how far this touches the 
nterests ot and the rights of women and how' they feel over the question* 
lut they have not spoken. Anywniy, it is better late than 
lever. Let us see how they oast their votes. 1 find no point 
n his criticism regarding what 1 have stated that ladies 
rhose husbands or lathers or guardians are voters should be qualified to 
ote. This will be acceptable to all, particularly in the case of Muham- 
iiadans, who can marry up to 4 wives. Mr. liamidul Huq ChowdhUry 
as said that the ladies wdll have a tendency not to vote for a woman, 
think that is not at all relevant, and that is not at a point, why he should 
o against the resolution. 


The HOffi'blo Mfi MOHAMMED ALIS Sir, there is no gain saying tlie 
act that the desideratum to be attained is the extension of adult 
ranchise. But 1 was speaking so lar as this present resolution is 

oncerned. This resolution simply extends practically adult franchise 
i) all w'omen whereas the same concession is not given to the men. Mr. 
las says that all the women of the age of 21 years should be enfranchised, 
mppose a gentleman has tour daughters of the age of 21 years 

nd above and the pntleman is enrolled as a voter and they will all be 
ntitled to be enrolled as voters, whereas the same concession cannot be 
iven to all the sons. Similarly it a brother has many sisters, all tin' 
isters will be eligible to be enrolled as voters w’hereas the otlier brothers 
ill not be so. Similarly, if a husband has more than one wife, then all 
le wive.^ would be entitled to be voters, whereas husband cannot have 
lore than one vote. And then. Sir, in the question of local boards 
lieie 18 joint electorate and the Muslims will have a disadvantage, because 
s the mover has said a Muslim may have four wives so when the cont(‘st 
* going on they w ill be able to produce up to a maximum of four wives 
nly whereas a Hindu gentleman will have the scope of an unlimited 
umber of wives as voters, because there is no restriction on their numbei' 
t wives. Therefore it is a serious problem and therefore I am afraid 

aat my contention that the number of female voters will be far in excess 

f male voters has many legs to stand upon. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. The question before the House is 
lat this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
oot ^^^®di^te steps to amend the Bengal Bocal Self-Government Act of 
000 , and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act of 1919, so as to enable 
omen to be voters and members of the institutions set up by these Acts, 
nd recommends for the purpose that ail women of the age of 21 years 
r more, who are literate or whose husbands or fathers or guardians, as 
le case may be, are qualified by these Acts to be voters or members, will 
e entitled to be voters or members thereof. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: 


r. Lilit Chandra Das. 
HaiiMfidra Kumar Oat. 
Lahanyaprobha Dutta. 


AYES— U. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana- 

Rai Bahadur Brolandra Mohan Maitra. 

Mr. HarMat Majumdar. 
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Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohaianabish. | mt! Patiram Roy. 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Biren Roy. | Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

NOES— 26 . 


. Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 
r. Nur Ahmed, 
r. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chou- 
dhury. 

Mr. Hamjdui Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. G. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Ay vs licirio- und JV(h*s lJi(‘ i 

Mr. PRESIDENT : riu* (ouncil 
MoudiiN, tlu‘ I711i JAdiruary, 1947. 


The Hon’bie Mr. Saiyid Muazzamuddln 
Hoeain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoesain. 

AlhadJ Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan, 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman Haji 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 

csolulioii was lost. 

siaixls iulj()uiiu‘(l till 2-15 p,m. on 


Adjournment. 

Th(‘ (youiicil ihioi adjoui'iKHl till 2-1 f5 ]).iii. on Monday, the 17th 
February, 1917. 

Members absent. 

The followdn{ 2 [ nii'mlK'rs w’ei(‘ ahsenl from ih(‘ iiuM'tin^- held on the 14th 
February, 1947 

(1) Mr. Ileajiiddin Hliuiya. 

(2) Mr. L. 1*. \S. llowuiei. 

(3) Mr.^ Kaniini Kunmr Dili la. 

(4) Khan llahadur Siieikli Fazal Fllahi. 

(5) Mr. Mungtiirani Jaijiuria. 

(()) Alhadj Khan liahadu? Shaikh Mulianiinad dan. 

(7) Mr. Huinayun /. A. Kabir. 

(S) Tln‘ llon’ble Mi-. Tavak Nath Mukerjea, m.h.e., c.i.e. 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nininio. 

(10) Dr, Kuinud Sankar Ray. 

(11) Mr. Md. Tauhq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLXYIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session^ 1d47~Na. 7. 


The CoiNCiL met in the J^egislative Chamber of the J^egislativi 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 17th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m 
being the seventh day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to sectioL 
6'2(2)(iz) of the Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sixgh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) wa‘ 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Introduction of free and compulsory Primary Education. 

53. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge of tht 
Fdu<'utiou Department he pleased to state — 

id) if any scheme for introduction of universal free and comiiulsory 
j)i‘imary ediu'ation has been drawn up by the (Tovernment of 
Ibmgal aa a poaf-war education development scheme for the 
wlioie ot Itengui , 

ih) it not, why not; and 

(c) it so, when it is exj)ected to be jiut into o])eration? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): Sir, there has been slight 
error in the ty])ed answers and I want to correct them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Yea, in 
certain parts of Bengal and not in whole of Bengal. 

ih) On account of financial stringency it has not been possible to prepare 
a scheme for the whole of Bengal. • 

(c) The scheme is under consideration and is expected to he imjilemented 
during 1947-48. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; With reference to an.swer (a ) — certain parts of 
Bengal, — may I know which parts of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: That has not 
yet been decided. I think it will comprise one-fourth of Bengal. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May I know which one-fourth part? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Selection of 
districts has not yet been done. Everything has been done except selection 
of districts. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Only on paper. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With reference to answer (c) in what districts it 
has been selected? 

The HoiYble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: That has 
not vet been finally decided. 

14 
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Khan Bahadur CHYANSUDDIN PA'VhAN: What has then been the 

decision? 

The Hen’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The decision 
has been that compulsory jjrimary education will be given effect to in one- 
fourth of Bengal. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the principle to guide the Ministry in selecting the 
districts? 

The Hon^ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Our idea is 
that the districts which have first imposed education tax will be given first 
preference. But nothing has been finally decided and I cannot give you the 
final decision. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he will follow the procedure of lottery in the selection 
ot the districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Certainly 

not. 

Khan Bahadur GHYASHUDDIN PATH AN; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the idea is to start the scheme where the districts 
oft'er voluntary education tax and who are ready to take this scheme up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Those who 
had taxed themselves at the very beginning on the starting of the tree 
primary education system wull be given preference; but as I have said, 
nothing has been finally settled. 

Khan Bahadur HYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be jdeased to state how many districts have taxed themselves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: All the 

districts except Midnapore. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Tlien all the 24 distiiotsVwill 
get the advantage of the free and (‘omimlsory ])rimary edut'ation firsts 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, according 
to ju’iority, namely, the districts who taxed first will get the advantage 
first. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister please give 
an outline of the scheme which is under consideration and which is ooing 
to l>e implemented in 1947-48? ^ 

The Hon’blo Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Compulsory 
and free primary education will be introduced as has been shown in the 
Free Primary Education Act. 

Mr, 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Has any provision been made in the 
Budget? 

The Hw’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I am not sure. 
But provision may be made in the Supjilementary Budget as soon as it 
is introduced. 

Pooling of a Sub-iludge at Darjeeling and a Munsif at Kalimpong. 

54. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state if the Government have decided to post 

{%) Subordinate Judge at Darjeeling (in place of the Munsif) with 
powers of a Subordinate Judge, and 

(u) a Munsif to try civil cases at Kalimpong? 
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(6) If 80 , has any such officer Tbeen posted? If not, do the Governmen 
propose to post a Subordinate Judge and Munsif at an early date? 

. Have the Government decided to post a Subordinate Judge for th< 
district of Jaipaiguri alone, as proposed by the then Judicial .Minister ii 
reply to a similar question in this Council during the fiist session oi 
1940-47? 

{(1) Do the Government propose to appoint Munsif at Alipur Duar tc 
try civil cases there? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blc 
Mr. Nagendra Narayan Roy): {a){i) Government have acc/epted the prin- 
ciple and arrangements are being made to post a regular Subordinate Judge 
at Darjeeling as early as possible and necessary orders will issue as soon 
as tile same are completed. 

(/n Government have also decided to post an itinerant Munsif to try 
civil cases oi Kurseong, Kahmpong and Siliguri. 

{h) Not yet posted. The scheme could not yet translated into action 
as the difli(‘ulties regarding the a<‘eommodation of the Civil Court and tlie 
Munsif at three outlying subdivisions have to he overeome and eerresptm- 
denee towards sueh arrangement is in progress. The Government uill post 
a Suhordiuate Judge at Darieehiig and an itinerant Munsif for three oi tlying 
subdivisions of Darjeeling distnet as early as the arrangeme nts " ai e 
eomplet(‘d. 

(c) The matter is still under consideration. 


w/) Y<*s, owing to the shoitage in the (‘ache oi Munsii this could not be 
clone as yet. As soon as possible a Munsii may be posted to Alipore Duars 
who will also dispose oi eriminal eases during his spare time. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: A\ ith reference to answer {d), will 
thi^- woik Ik' his iionuul woik or the Munsii will do such work as he may do 
(luiiBg the tune he can choose to spare? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: I have nothing to 
add to the answer already g-iven. 

Mr, 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: It is not (dear to me. The answer savs 
•will dispose of criminal cases during his spare time’b This may mean 
diat time will be set apart ior doing criminal work during the week— which 
may be a normal jiart oi his duty— or he may he asked to do smdi work 
luring such time as he can spare after doing his ordinary duties as a 
Munsif. What is contemplated by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: That will be takan 
nto consideration as the exigency arises. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (h) ''Not yet posted 
The scheme could not yet be translated into action as the difficultieH 
egarding the accommodation”, etc., will the.Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
') let us know when he will overcome these difficulties? 

The Hon’ble Mr, NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY; ( orrespondence is 
•<ung on on this point and 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; When do you expect to overcome these 
imculties? Approximate time? 

(No Answer.) 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: 

Tea Estates) Bill, 1946 
lon'ble Minister. 


Questions over. The Bengal Maternity Benefit 
(introcluction, consideration and passing). The 
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The Hon’ble Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I shall not move for the 
introduction of the Bill today as certain provisions of the Bill are still under 
consideration and we have not yet come to a decision. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Not moved? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Caltmtta Rent Bill, 194G, as reported by the Sele(‘t Committee be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 194G, 
as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into cousideration. 

The question before the House is that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, as 
reported l)y the Select Committee l>e taken into consideration. 

The question was put and anreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards taking up of the clauses of the Bill I 
am afraid there are certain amendments which require previous sanction. 
So tile consideration of the detailed clauses of the Bill must wait. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I have seen some of the amend- 
ments. They are very badly typed and badly arranged. As they are. they 
would create confusion. So, Sir, some time may be given to us so that in 
the meantime necessary action night be taken and the amendments properly 
arranged ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: We may go up to clause 4. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Wliat is the object of going u[> 
to ( lause 4? We beter wait for a day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May we proceed up to certain 
clauses of the Bill, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are several amendments whiidi require jire- 
vious sanction. 

Th6 HoiYblO Mr. FAZL4JR RAHMAN: Are there any such amendments 
uj) to clause 5, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The first one requires previous sanction. So is the 
se(‘ond one. Nos to 7 also re(iuire previous sanction. As such I think 
we cannot proceed with the consideration of the clauses of the Bill without 
previous sanction. Why not wait for a day? And this would be convenient 
to everyl)ody. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: All right. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 2-lh 
p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th February, 
1947 . 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 1 7th 
February, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdliury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Mazid. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, mji.e., cm.e. 

(10) Dr. Kiimud Sankar Hay. 

(11) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdor. 

(12) Khan Sahib Maulvi 'Wahiduzzainan. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947 — No. 8. 


The Council met in the L(‘^islative Chamber of the LegislatifI 
Building, Calcutta, on 'Jhiesda.N, Ihe hSth February, 11)47, at 2-15 p.in. beiOg 
the eighth day ol the Fir.st Sehsiun oi 1947, pursuant to section 02(2) (a) 
of the Cjoverniueut of India Act, 1!K»5. 

Mr. Fresident (Ihe llon’hh* Sn IIuoy Fkasad Sinc.h Koy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chaij . 


Amendments to Non-Official Bills. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before I make my statement 

on the Budget lislmintes 1 liave to give notice of some motions. With 
your permission 1 would like to gi\t‘ notice ol the following amendments: — 

To tlie motion oi Mi. .\ui Ahmed ri'gaiding the Tiansfer of Property 
and Indian llegistiation (Bengal Amendment j Bill, 1943, that the Bill be 
referred to a Select ( omnuttee, tlmt il be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion llnneon lt\ tin* dNt Octobei, 1947. 

1 also beg to gi\(' not ice that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Bill — Bengal Probation 
of hirst (Jliendei.^ Bill, 19 12 be circulated tor the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon b\ the dl>t Octobm, 1947. 

1 also beg to gi\c notice Ihitt Mr. .Nui* Ahmed’s Bill — The Children 
Amendment Bill, 1944 be ciiculatml ior the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the iUt Oclobei, 1947. 

I also beg to gi\(* notice (hai Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Indian Registration 
(Bengal AmenoiiKmt ) Bill, lit4d, b(‘ ciieulated lor the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the dl.-.! October, 1947. , 

I also beg to gi\c notice that Mi. Nui- Ahmed’s Bengal Moneylenders 
( Aiiieudment) Bill, 1942, be ciiculatcd bn- the purpost* ol eliciting opinion 
thereon hy the db^t Oct(d»ci', 1917. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \\(41, a whole stuies (d Bills by Mr. Nur Ahmed! 

Presentation of Budget Estimate for 1947-48 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALi: I rise to present to the Bengal 

Legislative Council the Budget Lstimates for the year 1947-48. 

These estimates were jire'^ented to tin* other House yesterday and in the 
statement which I made on thal oecasion J reviewed in detail the financial 
position and the budg'd ary projio^als for tlie current year as well as for the 
coming year. In accordance with usu.d |>:..ctice, copies oi that statement 
have been supjilied to honourable members for their convenience. It will, 

I think, be sufiicienl in the circumstances if 1 confine my present o^ervations 
to the more imjiortant features of the estimates. 

So far as our basic revenue in the current year is concerned — and by basic 
revenue I mean the total revenue ies.s grants from the Centre for financing 
unproductive Development Projects — it appears that the yield will be very 
nearly what was anticipated at the Budget stage, namely 32 crores. It is 
true that compared with the original estimates we shall! be down by 1 crore 
under Income-tax according to the latest information fumisTied by the 
Government cif India. We are also likely to be down by 60 lakhs under 
oales Tax owing to disturbance of normal trading conditions in the middle 
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of the year. But these are going to be compensated very largely by increased 
yields from other sources including 60 lakhs under Customs and 60 lakhs 
under Stamps. The growth under Customs is due to enhancement of the 
Central export duty on Jute with effect from October last; and that under 
Stamps is distributed evenly between Judicial and non- Judicial. In total, 
us I have said, there will be little variation between our original and revised 
estimates so far as lie venue receipts are concerned. 

In regard to our basic expenditure, that is to say, the total expenditure 
on Revenue account less the expenditure on non-productive Development 
Projects financed by outright grants IToni the Centre, our original estimate 
is likely to be exceeded by dA crores. This is due to an increased expenditure 
of 3 crores under “Famine lieJief” and 2^ crores under “Miscellaneous” 
counterbalanced by a reduction of about 2 crores in respect of ordinar]^ 
expenditure under Agriculture, Irrigation and Civil Works. The increase 
under Famine Relief is due partly to large scale purchase of accessory 
foodstuff and partly to distribution of gratuitous relief on a wider scale than 
was originally anticipated. The increase under “Miscellaneous” is accounted 
for by a provision of 61 lakhs for the relief of refugees from Bihar and a 
Cl ore and 80 lakhs for the relief of other refugees. It also includes 7 lakhs 
for the Ctilcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry. The decrease under 
Agriculture amounts to half a crore out of which 2d lakhs is due to reduction 
of Jute Regulation staff and the balance to smaller expenditure on Grow 
More Food ISchemes. The decrease under Irrigation and Civil Works totalling 
about crore is due to slower progress of work. 

The result of this increase of 8^ crores under revenue expenditure is that 
the revenue deficit of a little less than 10 crores visualised at the Budget 
stage now stands enhanced at about 13 crores. 

The House will recall that we started the year with an opening balance 
of crores. We thus require a further 6^ crores to close the gap between 
revenue and expenditure in the current year. Also we must have an opening 
balance of at least 2^ crores in the coming year. This means a total 
additional requirement of 8 crores in the current year. 

In November last we moved the Government of India for requisite 
financial assistance to enable us to break even on our revenue account and 
to open the coming year with a moderate balance in hand. Although we 
have had no reply to our representation as yet we earnestly hope that the 
requisite financial assistance will be forthcoming from the Centre. In the 
meantime, for the purpose of these estimates the uncovered gap between 
receipt and expenditure has' been closed by short-term borrowing. 

Let me now turn to the estimates for 1947-48. On the assumption that 
there will be no untoward incidents obstructing the inflow of revenue or 
necessitating any large scale outlay on abnoimal and unforeseen items, the 
gap between revenue and expendituie in the coming year is estimated at 6 
crores against 13 crores in the Revised estimates for the current year. This 
improvement of 7 crores in the revenue position is the joint result of an 
improvement in revenue receipts to the extent of crores and a decrease 
in abnormal expenditure by an equivalent amount. 

The principal items responsible for the improvement in revenue receipts 
nr© an increase of IJ crore under Income-tax, 70 lakhs under Customs, 

^ lakhs under Excise and 90 lakhs under Other Taxes. The increase 
under Income-tax is based on the latest estimates furnished by the 
Government of India and presumably includes arrears which could not be 
collected this year owing to disturbed conditions in Calcutta, Bombay and 
other places. The increase under Customs is due to the operation of the 
enhanced export duty on Jute for full twejve months in the coming year. The 
improved yield under Excise is due to non-recurrence of the current year's 
decrease in revenue owing to the closure of excise shops in disturbed areas. 
Under Other Taxes, the improvement is due to an increase of 60 lakhs under 



Sales Tax, 30 lakhs under the Tax on Motor Spirit and 1$ lakhs each under 
Electricity Ihity and Entertainment Tax. The increase under Sales Tax 
is based on the assumption that the depression in business brought about by 
disturbed conditions in the current year will disappear in the coming year 
and trade in consumer goods will thrive. The improvement in revenue from 
Motor Spirit Sales Tax is due to the operation of the enhanced rate throughout 
the year as against a few months only in the current year. The improvement 
under Electricity Lhity and Entertainment Tax is based on the 
assumption that conditions will continue to be normal in regard to the 
functioning of Cinema Houses and the consumption of electrical energy. 

The decrease in expenditure is made up of a reduction of 3 crores under 
Famine Relief and 11 crore under Miscellaneous for the relief of riot victims 
and refugees; counterbalanced, to some extent, by an increase of 76 lakhs 
under Police. The increase under Police is due to the absence of any 
contribution from the Centre in the coming year towards the upkeep of the 
l^olice Force in the Province, The decrease under Famine Relief is based on 
the assumption that there will he no widespread scarcity in the coming year. 
The reduced provision under “Miscellaneous” is based on the continuance 
of relief measures pending permanent rehabilitation of .riot victims and 
refugees. 

Even with the improvement in revenue and decrease in abnormal 
expenditure our revenue deficit in 1947-48 is, as I have already stated, likely 
to amount to G crores. This has l>een provisionally covered in the Estimates 
by furrowing in the form of Treasury Bills. The real solution of the 
problem lies, as the House is aware, in a revision of the financial settlement 
1)etween thej Centre and the Province, pending which there is no other course 
open to us than to ask for ad hoc financial assistance from the Government 
of India frgm year to year. 

Let me now review briefly some of the impoitant items of expenditure 
for which p^o^ ision has been made in the Revised Estimates for the current 
year and the Budget Estimate for 1947-48. 

Agriculture. 

• 

The activities of the Agriculture Department are at present concentrated 
on the Development Programme and the Grow More Food Campaign. 
Under tlie former the estimated expenditure during 1947-48 is 2 crores out 
of which 1 crore 28 lakhs has been provided under (dvil Works for the 
acquisition of land and construction of requisite buildings. The following 
are some of the more important items included in the Development 
Programme : — 

(i) Training of technical personneL — Paucity of trained personnel has 
constituted a serious handicap to Agriculture in this Province. 
With a view to remove this handicap the Beng;al Agricultural 
Institute, Dacca, which was originally equipped for training 20 
graduates per year has now been expanded to turn out 
40 graduates every year and it is proposed to expand it further 
to enable it to produce 150 graduates every year. The three 
Agricultural Schools, at Daccif, (Jiiinsura unu Daulatpur lire 
being reorganised and a new school has l>een started at 
Gaibandha for the training of 100 Agricultural Demonstrators 
every year. A scheme for the establishment of Agricultural 
Centres for the training of ex-soldiers has also been taken in hand. 
These Centres are proposed to be set up in the districts of Dacca, 
Noakhali, Chittagong, Tippera, Faridpur and Bakarganj. 

(u) Agricultural Research . — A comprehensive reorganisation of 

Agricultural Research is being undertaken with a view to make 
it ^ effective instrument for all-round development of 
Agriculture. Increased facilities for Agricultural Research are 
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bein^ provided at the Central* Kesearcli Farm at Dacca. The 
Horticultural Section at K ri^ lin a »ar is being reorganised for a 
comprehensive research into the fruit and fruit products industry 
of the Province. A scheme has also been formulated for intensive 
research on sugarcane cultivation. 

{Hi) Animal Hushandr^y.—Tlw most ]mj)oiiant scheme for the 
development of Animal Husbandly is the Central Livestock 
Research-cu'/n-Breeding Station at llarinohata. The work was 
taken up sometime back and consideralde progress has already 
been made. It is also })ropos(‘d to undertake a scheme for the 
improvement of the quality of (‘attic, goats and |>oultry by 
scientific breeding ami liveslock breeding' farms are proposed 
to be established at Kalimjiong* and ( diittagong. A scheme has 
been formulated for the saKage (d dry cows in Calcutta and 
surrounding areas by removing- tlKun to a larm at (hiiiadanga. 

In regard to Grow More l^'ood Schenn's, a hive- Year programme has been 
drawn up with the ultimate objind of reaching a target of 4| lakhs of tons 
of additional foodgrains in the fifth y(‘ar. This imdudes among other things 
reclamation of 50,000 acres of waste land, sinking of tube-wells for irrigation 
purposes, distribution of manure and various kinds of seeds and seedlings. 

Fisheries. 

The Department of Fisheries whieb was i(‘\ived in 1!)42 with a staff of 
J Director, 3 District Fishery Officers and 5 lM(dd Assistants has now been 
expanded so as to include in addifion A Assishuif Dinn-tors, 0 Superintendents, 
30 District Fishery Officers and OO Fishery 0\eis('ers. Proposals for the 
further development of the Depariment an' under consideration of 
Government. Among imiKirtant sehemos ol J)(‘V(dopment undertaken by the 
Department are the exploitation of coastal and esluarine fisheries and 
improvement of tank fisheiffi's on an exten.siva* scale. Fisli-cmring yards are 
being established at Contai and Cox’s Bazar and for flic rehaliilitation of 
fishermen, yam suitable for tlie preparation of fishing nets is being 
distributed .under the supervision of the Direeloi- of I’isheries. 

Medical and Public Health. 

In the Medical Budget, a grant of I lakh 3(1 Ihousand has been provided 
for the Islamia Hospital during the cuna nl year and of 2 lakhs 36 thousand 
for 1947-48 with a view to enable (he Institution to make suitable 
improvements in its equipment ami aecom modal ion. A number of important 
Development Projects lias also been taken in hand. A Medical College was 
Opened at Dacca in July, 1946. A mnv hos])ila1 with 500 beds is also 
proposed to be opened in the old (k>llege building at Dacca. It is 
proposed to establish by May, 1947, a temporary Medical College in 
the Lake area in Calcutta with a temiwraiy 1,(KH) l>ed(led hospital attached to 
it. The Government of India will meet the entire cost of the College and 
50 per cent, of the cost of the Hospital. Stei)s have already been taken for 
the conversion of the Campbell Medical School into a Medical College with 
the provision of 100 additional l)eds. It will not l>e possible to open this 
College before July, 1948. Tlie intervening time will be taken up in the 
oonsfiruction of buildings required for the purpose. Tlie establishment of a 
modern Infectious Diseases Hospital in Calcutta with 750 beds is another 
important project under contemplation. It is pro]x>secl to commence the 
construction of the requisite buildings in the coming year. A Tuberculosis 
Hospital has been started at Eanchrapara with 216 beds in the current year. 
Next yearns Budget includes provision for further expansion and 
development. The Public Health Budget for the coming year contains a 
pBDOTisioii of one lakh for Health Publicity propaganda. 
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Educfition. 

In the Education Budget, several imj)ortant provisions have been made 
for the advauceiuent of Muslim education. The first is the creation of a 
special fund called the “Muslim Education Fund” in the current year with 
a contribution of lakhs. Thi^ has been raised to 10 lakhs (including' 
36,000 for Medical) in 1947-48. This fund provides for the award of stipends 
to promising school and college students, special grants to madrassas and 
special scholarships for technical education abroad. The next item is the 
opening, at a cost of ahout 3 lakhs, of ten hostels in Calcutta for 
accommodation of Muslim students, some of the hostels being established in 
the current year. Necc'ssary i>rovision has also been made for the teaching 
of a larger number of Muslim students in the Islamia College and the 
Presidency College, h'or llie coming year there is a provision of aliout 2 
lakhs for increased allotment to old scheme Madrassas and Farkania 
Madrassas. ODk’t oiipoitani |)!o\isions include 2 ] lakhs for additional grants 
to Secondary Schools for bo> s and girls and 1 lakh for additional grants to 
non-Governmeiit Arts (7)lleges for men and women. For the advancement 
of education of the members of Sclu'duled Castes an additional provision of 
5 lakhs luis been included in th(‘ estimates for 1947-48. A Buddhist 
Education Ciind has aNo b('en created with a contribution of 16,000 with 
ehect Irom the (oming yeai. Tn the “Development Programme” under 
Education tin* jtrovision of 1(1 lakhs made in the current year for 
encouiagement of post-gradiiab* i«‘s(‘arch has been omitted. The provision 
for incieasinu’ the salarit's f)f Priinar\ School teachers has been enhanced 
from 21' lahiis in l!l 91-17 to b4 lakhs in 1947-48 with a view to increase 
the pay of untiained non-matriculate staff. Tn 1947-48 provision has 
been made for cstahlisliment of a new College of Engineering at Dacca 
and the develojunent of the Alisanullali School of Fngineering at the same 
place. Provi'don ha*^ al^o bc(*n made (or the training of staff of Primary 
Training Schools and of teachers of Nursery S(4iools, equi]>ment of private 
colleges, overseas training of new students and the establishment of 
additional high schools for girls. Am)ther iini)ortant item included in the 
programme is th(‘ develo])ment and extension of the Islamia (Mllego, Clalcutta. 
This Colleg-e is to lx* shifted to a new site in the outskirts of the city and 
forvthis pur])ose 2,000 acres of land are pro])osed to be acquired. A provision 
lakhs h as been made under “Civil Works” to cover the cost of 
Acquisition of land re(|uired for this scheme. 

For the development of Anglo-Indian and Eurnj>ean education next year’s 
Estimate inclmles additional provision fjf 4 lakhs for grants to non- 
jlovernment scliools and for iinf)ro\emeiit and extension of two Government 
schools at Kiirseong. 


Irrigation, 

Among Irrigation Projects for which jwovision has been included in these 
sstimates the most imjmrtant is the Mor Reservoir Project for w^hich half a 
Tore has been i)rovided in the Revised Estimates for the current year and 
about a crore and a half in the Budget for the coming year. Preliminary 
action is also being taken for setting ui> of a suitable administrative and 
‘xecutive machinery for the improvement of the Damodar Valley Area by 
lood control, irrigation and generation of electrical power. 


Misoellaneous. 

^ Among other schemes which call for special mention are the North 
^alcutta Rural Electrification Scheme for which 44 lakhs has been provided 
in the next year’s Budget and the Eanchrap5ra Area Development Scheme 
tor which 50 lakhs has been provided in the current year and 50 lakh» in 
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1947-48. This scheme involves the ^quisition of the U.S, Army site at 
Kanchrapara measuing about 14,000 acres with a view fi) develop it for 
industrial, residential and other purposes. 

Civil Works. 

• 

The provision for Itoad Development in the Civil Works Budget has been 
estimated at a crore and 32 lakhs in the coming year. The provision for 
buildings amounts to 2 crores 90 lakhs, the largest items being 1 crore 
18 lakhs for buildings required by the Medical Department and 75 lakhs for 
buildings required by the Agriculture Department. A special Building 
Section has been attached to the Agriculture Department with a view to 
expedite construction work as far as possible. 

I need not detain the House any longer over the details of projects^ 
included in these estimates since these have been set forth fully in the Red"' 
Book circulated to honourable members. 

The House is well aware of the fact that Bengal’s financial difficulties 
date back from pre-Autonomy days when the inicpiitoiis Melton. Award 
deprived her of trie means to promote the welfare of her ])eople and to 
provide them with reasonable standards of administration. Tlie Niemeyer 
Award on which the present financial adjustment between the Centre and 
the Provinces is based completely overlooked the accumulated deficiencies 
of past years and failed to provide for the growing needs of the future. It 
did no more than provide for a temjiorary balancing of the Provincial 
Budget on the extremely meagre standards which were i>revailing in IDdfi. 
The Award did not stand the strain of hard realities. During the War while 
other Provinces reaped the benefit of large scale industrial and coiniiiercial 
operations based on military reciuirtuuents, Bengal, by ri'a.son of hei' close 
proximity to the actual theatre of War in the East, had to hear the full 
lirunt of its disrupting effects 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ()n a point of information, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister is reading something which we cannot find in the printed 
Budget. ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: This is an addition. 

Now, Sir, the disastrous famine which was a direct result of the disloca- 
tion of her internal economy and transport system dealt her a blow^ from 
which she has not as yet recovered. 

Its effect has been clearly reflecfed in the emergence of enormous 
deficits in her Budget year after year while all other major Jhovinces were 
piling up substantial rt^serves of revenue. It is now admitted on all hayds 
that a fair and equitable allocation of financial resources between the (>ntre 
and the Province is essential if Bengal is to recover her financial equilibrium. 
In particular the whole of the export duty on jute which is hers hy all 
canons of financial propriety should be assigned to her. Pending the revi- 
sion of this financial adjustment there is no other course open to us than 
to ask for ad hoc financial assistance from year to year. 

CoiicluBion. 

So far as the presentation of next year’s Budget is concerned, I have done. 

I have, endeavoured to place before the House not only a bird’s eyeview of 
the financial ]X)sition but also the implications of some of our important 
financial commitments in re8j>ect of long-term projects of improvement. In 
no other Province in India is the problem of economic reconstruction so vast 
and so complex as it is in Bengal where we have to overcome the handicaps 
imposed by long years of poverty and neglect in the past. There can be no 
difference of opinion as to ourneeds and objectives. What group or party 
is there which does not aspire to improve the lot of the masses, to lift the 



AbJOUEiniENT. 


14 ^ 


1947 .] 


cultivator out oi his tragic poverty and ill-health, to iniuBe the lay of hope 
where there now broods the darkness of despair? When such are our common 
ideals and objectives there should be no obstacle to a united effort to secui'e 
their fulfilment. With this hope and in this spirit I commend the Budget 
to the consideration of the House. 


Calcutta Tramway Strike. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I mention an important anc 
urgent matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is it? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I have tabled a short-notice questioi: 
regarding the Calcutta Tramway Strike and 1 have also informed tlu 
Hon’ble Leader of the House about it. May 1 enquire if he will be pleasec 
to make a statement on this very important question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed 
[the Minister conei'ined in the matter, is not present here today. So, 1 can 
not say whether he i.s prepared to make a statement on the mutter or not 
but 1 sliall hung the matter to his notiei*. If he agrees, then 1 have m 
doubt that he \m1] make a statement on a suitable day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is sugge sted that Friday should be a holiday 
The idea is this that it ^^e do not sit on Friday then there will be continiioufc 
off days,' namely, FndaN , Saturday and Sunday and we are already having 
off days on the Ltth and 2bth. So is it the general desire of the House that 
w’e do not meet on Friday? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, we have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is Hove rnment agreeable to that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hoi^se stands adjourned till 2-15 p.ni. on Monday 
next. 


Adjournment 


The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 24th February, 
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llE^fitERS i^ENT. 

Memberar absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held* on the 18th 
February, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Abdiilla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Pounie, 

* (d; Khan Hahadur Alalul Luiif Chowdliuiy, 

(4) Mr. E. Clarke, 

(Oj Mr. Miingturai/i .laij)uria, 

(G) Mr. Huma.vun /. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(H) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(fl) Mr. Nagendra Nath Malialan(d)i.sh, 

(10) The floji'hle Mr. Tarak Nath Miiktuji'a, M.ii.i:.. c.i.i:., 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(12) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar, and 
(Id) Khan Sahil) Maulvi WahiMuz/ainan. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of tht> Legislative 
Building) Calcutta, on Monday, the 24fch February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being 
Jhe ninth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (j2(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Eoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in thp Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Embankment in the saline water in Chittagong. 

55. Mr. AL-HAJ YAR ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state 
what are the reasons for issuing Government letter No. 1495/1, dated the 
25th June, 1942, to the Commissioner, Chittagong Division, preventing 
erection of dam or embankment in the saline water area in the district of 
Chittagong y 

Are the Government aware of erection of dam in Sonaichari Khal in 
village Manikpathan, police-station Banskhali, Chittagong, in open violation 
^ above Government circular? 

(c) Why is no criminal prosecution started against the persons concerned 
in spite of complaint by the public? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION ami 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Sir, instead of 
reading the printed answer 1 may give the information 1 have received 
since the i»ririting of the answer, 

(«) The order was issued in order to check indi.scriminate blocking of 
slials and i)llu*r natuial passages of water. The previou.s ])(*rmission of 
the Collector in cf)n.sultation with the Superintending Engineer has been 
made obligatory in connection with any proposal for the construction of 
dams, embankments, etc., in the area in question. 

{b) and (r) One Maulvi Emtazul Huq Chowdjiury constructed a [tempo- 
rary dam for the purpo.se of keeping out saline water. When it came to 
the notice of the Subdivisional Officer (Civil), Maulvi Emtazul Huq Chow- 
dhury was a.sked to remove the dam or to apply for permission to the 
Collector for its retention. 

TeesU Vality Barrage Schema. 

56. Mr. G. MORGAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state what are the 
main features of the Teesta Valley Barrage Sdheme, including particulars 
of the site of the barrage and its height? 

(h) What is the present position of the scheme? 

(c) What is the total estimated cost of the scheme, capital and recurring? 

(d) How is it proposed to finance the scheme? 

(c) What new road alignments are proposed to take the place of the 
existing Kalimpong and Peshok roads in so far as these will be under water ? 

(/) Wlien is it proposed to begin work on the scheme? 

(g) When is it expected that the scheme will be completed? 
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The Hoiinire/ Mr. TARAk NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) , Th^ nif n 

* features of tlie Teekta Valley j)rojects are — ^ . 

(i) Resuscitation of the dead and dyinf^r rivers of North Bengal; 

(ii) Irrigation on a large scale in North Bengal; 

{hi) Generation of hydro-electrical power for industrial and domestic 
use ; 

{iv) Navigation in the reservoirs and resuscitated rivers of North BIngal; 

(r) Pisciculture; ^ 

(vi) Recreational facilities. y 

It is proposed to build dams and a barrage on ilie Teesta at suitable pfaf^s. 
Their location and height will be determined on completion of neciksskry 
survey and investigation. 

(h) Investigation about the scheme including sin ve\ . collection bf 
hydrological data and geological investigation are ])roi:eeding for ])1anni31g 
the scheme. 

(r) It is not possible to give an idea of the total cost of the scheme till 
the investigations are comiileted. 

(d) This will be decided when tin* costs arc known. 

(c) The roads that will go und(‘r water will (h‘])end on the location and 
height of tin* dams. Tlo'y will have to h(‘ re-aligned above r(*servoir level. 
The new alignments have not been fixial yet. 

(/) and {(/) Tt is too early to say when thi‘ woi k will start or finish. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, the Ilon'ble Minister sa^s in (/) “It is too 
early to sav when the work will start or tiru.sh". Does he lefer to the actual 
concrete wairk If he means that 1 can undmstand it. But, Sii*, wdien I 
came down from (Jielle Kliola 1 saw the Forc'st Department already clearing 
up the forests on both sides of the river. When 1 asked them tliey said that 
they w'ere clearing before the Irngiition Department took u]> the w’ork 
right down fiom tin* top on both sides of the livin'. Das the Hon’ble 
Minister no in format ion on that jiointr' 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I do not follow 

clearly what answer the lionourabl(‘ member wants. ('eitainl\ we have 
information about tiiis work. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Morg an wants to know vvhefher (lovernment 
have got any information with regard to the work they have already 
started ? 

the Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: d'hese works Wdre 
ffaken u]) by the Forest Department. 

Mr. G. MORGAN; What I mean is that the Forest Department has 
alrerffly begun clearing jungles on both sides of the river near Giel Khola 
and that is for the barrage, we understand. What the Hon’ble Minister 
eays is that it is not yet derided wdiere the vsite of the barrage wdll be. 

I want to know if he has further information on that subject. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The Irrigation 
Department has got no information on that subject. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arising out of the question and out of the answer in , 
(c) “It is not possible to mve an idea of the total cost of the schemfe till 
the investigations are coiupleted”, in any case has the scheme been approved 
by Government that it will be 'taken up or is it under consideration iUB 
not knowing what the cost will be? ‘ ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Tnless the scheme 
has finally materialised it is not possible to give any idea as reg^ds the 
cost. 
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Mr. BIREN ROYS Therefore the scheme has not yet been approved by 
Govcinfh^iit. That is what I want to know.* * , 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: iNaturally. In the 
ciroomstances how can it be approved ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Then the whole question falls through because tlie 
Hon’ble Minister 8 a 3 ’s that the scheme has not yet been approved and 
therefore the question of starting or finishing the work cannot be answered. 
But then Mr. Morgan says that he asked the otficers of the Forest Depart- 
ment there and they said that the works have partially started on both sides 
of Giel Khola and the Teesta Eiver. The Hou’ble Minister said that the 
««hejne has not yet been approved by the Government. Are we to iinder- 
dtand that amounts are being spent without the approval for the scheme! 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: i am afraid the 
honourable member has misunderstood the point. Work is quite different 
from scheme. I said that the scheme unless it is finally laid out, cannot 
be approved. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Therefore the scheme, namely, the Teesta Valley 
Barrage Scheme, has been approved bv Government, that it will be taken 
Up without knowing the cost and the outlay entailing on the (lovernment 
to complete tlie scheme. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The honourable 
member has iigain niisuiiderstood the issue, (loviunment int(‘nds to take 
up the scheme but hfu\ cjin they approve of it unless it is finally formulated 
and presiuited to (lOvernment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: il ow {‘ould the w'ork in this connection lie taken in 
hand without the scheme having been ajiproved ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No work has been 
taktm uj) b\ the Iriigation Depaitment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view ot the statement <d Mi. Morgan that some 

work has been taken no 

‘ • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: May he by the Forest 
Department; not b.\ the Irrigation Departimuit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In connection with the scheme Mr. Moigan wants 
to know whetlier \ou liave any furtlier information to give. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERilEA: We have no further 
information. 

Mr. BIREN ROY : In view of the Sv^tement of the Hon’ble Minister 
that Government have not yet accepted the scheme as they have not yet 
got the details of cost, etc., will it be possible foi Government to have the 
details obtained within a reasonable time, say helore June 1948? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: ( ertainly—mucb 
earlier than that. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In how iminj' montlis? 

/he Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is rather difficult 
to Bay in exactly how many inontiis. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Mini^-ter be in n jiosition to state 
wbether Government have accepted the .scheme oi not by or before June 

1948 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 have already said 
that it will be done much earlier. May be in the course of the year. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOiAR: Arising out of answer {a){m) is 
proposed to build dams and a ^barrage on the Teesta at suitable places. 
Their location and height will ’be determined on completion of necessaiy 
survey and investigation. May I know when the survey and investigaiioil 
work has commenced? ♦ 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I cannot tell it 
exactly but it is still in progress. ^ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I know, Sir, when it will be com- 
pleted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I have already 
said “in the course of the year”. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The scheme comes after survey. 


Damodar Valley Project. 

57. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterway# be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the setting up of a statutory body under the naoih 
and style of the Damodar Valley Corporation with autonomous powers has 
been decided upon by the Bengal Government in consultation and in co-opera- 
tion with the Central Government and the Government of Bihar? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to give a short outline of the aims 
of the project and the benefits likely to accrue to the people of Bengal in 
carrying it into fruition? What area and how many people are likely to be 
benefited ? 

(c) When will the abovenamed Damodar project be carried into 
execution ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a\ There is a proposal 

of setting up the corporation, but final decision about it has not yet been 
taken. The matter will come up for discussion in the next Damodar 
Conference at Delhi which will be held shortly. 

{h) The project envisages the construction of a series of dams and 
reservoirs, canals, transmission lines, etc., serving the following purposes: — 

(t) Flood control. 

(u) Irrigation, 

(m) Generation of power. 

(fv) Navigation. 

(u) Industrial and domestic water-supply. 

{vi) Other related activities. 

In Bengal a very large number of people in the districts of Burdwan, 
Howrah, Hooghly and Bankura will be benefited. 

(c) The work is expected to be started as soon as final decision is taken 
about the matter after the next Damodar Conference and the necessary staff 
and materials are procured. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can the Hon’ble Minister adduce any 
reason why he has changed the answer as pointed in (u) towards the end? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My question is if the Hon’ble Minister 
will please give any reasons to why he has changed the answer in (a) at 
the end. 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I have only 
changed the date which was the 13th of February next, because the Confer- 
ence was postponed as Bihar Ministers could not go to the Conference owing 
to the no-confidence motion that was being discussed in the Bihar 
Asstohly, and a final date has not yet been fixed 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the Hon’ble Minister himself goP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, I was proceed- 
ing but was recalled owing to that reason, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of any 
future date for the Conference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: We are in 

correspondence with Bihar and Delhi, but a final date has not yet been 
fixed. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether 
the previous scheme, namely, the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme and the 
Damodar A'alley Project are practically complementary or similar to each 
other? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: They are independ- 
ent sch(*mes ; one has no conm'ction with the other. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: M ay ]»e independent but they are nonetheless 
similar pro jects. Will the Hon ’hie Minister therefore be pleased to apprise 
us of the cost of the projects and might have given us some idea of it while 
replying to the previous question (No. 50? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Each case has got 
to be judged on its own merits and recmirements and it is not possilile to 
compare one scheme with another and also to give an idea of the cost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please give 
us an approximate idea ot the cost regarding the Damodar Valley Project? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The total scheme 
including flood control, irrigation, generation of power, will be costing 
Bs. 55 crores. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who will dbear the whole cost, — what 
will be Bengal’s share of the cost ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The entire scheme 
will be financed by a loan which the (’entre has promised. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are the (jovernment in a position, if the scheme 
is not financed by the Centre, to finance this 55-crore scheme independently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Since the Centre 
has already agreed to a loan, I submit this cftiestion does not arise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It arises in this way, because it is a similar 
project to the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme and we want to know whether 
this Government will be in a position to finance the scheme which wdll cost 
in the neighbourhood of 55 to tH) crores of rupees? If Government will 
not or may not be in a position to do so, what is the use of spending so 
much money on investigation, etc 

ThQ Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: That question does 
not arise in this case, as I have already pointed out. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: How much of the cost will the Bihar 
Government bear ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKHERJEA: That has not yet 

been finally settled, but it is premature to make statement at the present 
stage regarding cost and other things; details have not yet been finally 
settled . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister please state 
if the Damodar Valley Project can he taken up before Tune, 1948, the 
date-line ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; The work will be 
taken up as soon as it is finally settled at the next Conference. 

Short-notice question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I had put in a short-notice question 
regarding th(‘ Tramways strike and the Hon’hle Finance Minister assured 
me that a statemeni would he made on it. The matter is very urgent and 
1 understand there is a tussle and a tug of war going on between the 
Tramways and the (Calcutta (’orporation with regard to the price of 
tickets 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your points 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It is this, that the Ilon’ble Finance 
Minister assured me that a statement (ui the matter would he made 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What ussurmicor' Wiis any a.ssurance given? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Y es, Sir, last Monday an assurance 
was given 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So f ar as I remember you wanted the Hon ’hie 
Commerce Minister to make a statement hut he said that he was not 
prejiared to make a statement- 

Mr. I^ARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, 1 mentioned the matter the 
other day and in reply to that the Hon'hle Finance Minister told the House 
that when the Hon’hle Mr. Shamsuddin would come on Monday he would 
make a statement an<l the Hon’hle Finance Minisler jnomised to mention 
the matter to him. H(» also gave me an assurance. 

The Hon’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, I promised to inform the 
llon’hle Minister about it, ‘but 1 did not give lum any assurance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : ’J’he Hon’ble Minister concerned was not present. 
8o who could give .the assurance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, 1 could not give him 
any assurance. As a matter of fact, when on the last day I jiresented the 
Budget before the House 1 had a temperature of 101 and 1 was not able 
to contact the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sorry; hut will you convey the idea 
of this House to him today? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Government Bills. 

The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fisheries Bill, 1S47. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The second item of today’s agenda is the Calcutta 
Kent Bill and the third item is the Bengal Protection and Conservation of 
Fisheries Bill. I propose to take up the third item first to give the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge an opportunitv to move the introduction of the 
Bill. 
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The How’ble Mfi AHMAD H088AIN: SiV, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fisheries’ Bill, 1947, I also beg to 
give notice to move for consideration of the Bill 

Mfa PRE8IDENT: When do you propose to do it? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H088AIN; On ;the 26th Februar> I gave 
notice on the 17th. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: You want to move for consideration on the 2()th, 
that is, day after tomoirow? But the time is too short. The ])oint is 
this; I must give some time to the honourable members to put in 
amendments to the consuleration of the Bill and to the clauses of the Bill. 
Is it a big Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H0S8AIN: No. Sir. it is a small Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How many clauses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD HOSSAIN : 11 clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is no objection, shall we fix tomorrow for 
putting in amendments? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir. tlie time is very short. We 
want suthcient time and we would like to take it u]) in aecordamu* with 
the Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin ‘re IS nothing irreg'ular in it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 01 cour.M*, Sir. it is your power, un- 
limited ])ower, but 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 quite understand .\our point. 1 must give 
ade(|Uate time to tlie lionourabh* immibei'^ but I ^liould also ae(‘ommodate 
the Hon’ble Minister to move tin* Bill at short notice. When <io you 
suggest that tlie Bill ^<110111(1 be moved foi- consideration? If it is not 
mo\c(l tomorrow then it cannot b(‘ moved befon‘ the 11th of March. Do 
A on a glee to this? * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD HOSSAIN: Yes. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In that ease amendments may be sent in by 
Saturday next, both to tlie motion that the BiU be taken into considera- 
tion as well us to tlie clauses of the Ifill. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the (alcutta RenJ 
Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has already been accepted by the House. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ! riause 1 stuiiil part of tlie Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (4) of 
clause 1 of the Bill for the figure “194S” in line 2, the figure “1949” be 
substituted. This is a very sim])le amendment the purpose of which is t(i 
extend the time-limit. In the original Bill the figure “1949” was put 
but in the Select Committee it was reduced by one year. At that time it 
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was thought that’ the Bill would be passed in the House and put on the 
statute Book in 1946. Unfortunately owing to certain unforeseen incidents 
the Bill could not be taken up and passed into law in 1946. So it is 
necessary that the Jime-limit should be extended. 

Mf, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (4) of 
clause 1 of the Bill for the figure ‘*1948” in line 2, the figure *‘1949” be 
substituted. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment. 
The alteration made by the Select Committee, namely, 1948 should remain. 
After all it is a temporary Bill. The Select Committee has provided that 
the Provincial Government may, by notification, direct that it shall remain 
in force for a further period not exceeding three years. When there is 
already a provision like this there is no meaning in extending this period. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I rise to support this motion. The amend- 
men); actually restores the date that originally appeared in the Bill and 
nay reasons for suggesting an additional year are that accommodation in 
Calcutta and in other large centres is unlikely to be more easily obtainable 
during the period for which we now seek to retain control. Signs thal 
there will be great distress for people seeking accommodation are already 
there and it is in our opinion urgently necessary that the control providec 
for in the Bill should remain. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the amendment. Mr. Clarke 
I think, is sometimes inconsistent. He has already given notices of som* 
amendments which will come up later. Being one of the biggest land 
lords in Calcutta he thinks that this amendment is not going to hit hin 
for he may have a class of clientele very different from fhat of ours. Hi 
was one of the members of the Select Con.mittee and he was a dissenting 
voice so also was Mr. Nur Ahmed. I (piite appreciate Mr. Nur Ahme< 
suddenly withdrawing all his amendments to clause 1 which wanted t 
extend the Bill to some municipalities near about Calcutta where th 
housing conditions are far more difficult than in ('alcutta itself and als 
to othen bigger towns as How^rah, Dacca, Darjeeling and Chittagong o: 
the advice of his party but he has stuck to this thing about “1949' 
althougli there is a provision as my honourable friend Mr. Das has poin'te 
out that it will continue to be in force for a period of another three yeai 
after 1948 if the Government so chose it. Now June 1948, as w^e all know 
is the date when Mr. Clarke or many like him may go away and if the 
choose to go aw^ay many houses wdll lall vacant and therefore we can moT 
into those houses or those who will desire those houses can move in thei 
and therefore it wdll not be so very difficult to get much more accommodi 
tion than what Mr. Clarke thinks we would get; and besides, the Goven 
ment are trying to bring in bills like this without looking after thot 
persons who are trying to build houses, those who are trying for son 
cement or some iron rods for even their own premises instead everythin 
is going to the black-market in spite of the fact that the ('entral Gover] 
ment has now relieved itself of its responsibility in the matter of discharj 
ing all these controls. (Mr. G. Morgan : No, no.) Steel, at least ni 
cement but steel. Not one single piece of rod can now be purchased : 
the market at less than four times the controlled price whereas even s: 
months ago when the supply was still difficult writh war condition, rio 
and other things in Calcutta, i.e., when conditions were not so peacefn 
steel w’as available and available on permits from the Central Govenjunei 
offices. AVhat is the reason when everything is controlled by this Gover 
ment here that things disappear. And if you allow the people to biu 
their small houses they will not go into rent at exorbitant cost whh 
they think of course ‘is exorbitant even wffien Government is allowing 
10 per cent, increment on rentals which prevailed in December 1941 at 
time when people were willing to give their houses to somebody just 
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slay in or look after even for a petty sum of money because everybody was 
leaving Calcutta and most of my friends on the other side also perhaps- 
were not within this territory and such members coming from outside Cal- 
cutta being larger in numbers than we the Calcutta members here out- 
vote us on all practical points, now my suggestion to them would be to< 
acquire all these houses just as they are taking the zeinindaris and so on 
and pay us so that we can clear out. That is the best thing to do and 
better it is done before June, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN S I accept the amendment on 
the ground that things will not come to normal by September, 1948, and 
the conditions obtaining now being abnormal sufficient time should be 
given for this Act to remain in force. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is. 
that in sub-clause { 4 ) of clause 1 of the Bill for the figure *0948” in line 
2, the figure “1949” be substituted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 26. 


Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. 0. Ooyne. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Eilahi. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'bie N*** Saiyed Muazzamuddliii 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan.. 
Khan Sahib Mobarak Ail Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 


NOES— 8. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


Ayes being 26 and Noes 8 the amendment was agreed to. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMmaD JAN: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
sub-clause ( 4 ), namely: — 


“but it shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed after 1943”. 

Sir, under the provisions of tliis Bill which this House i.s discussing 
today every house and premises is subject to a standard rent irrespective ot 
the cost of the house or premises, which provides only 10 per cent, increase 
over the old rent prevailing in 1941. In my opinion this is a great 
injustice to the landlords and therefore 1 have .suggested in my amend- 
ment that those houses which had been constructed after 1943 should be 
exempted from the purview’ of this Bill. W are all aware that the cost 
of living have gone up tremendously during the last five or six years; not 
only prices of necessaries of life have gone up, but also prices of luxuries, 
such as, gramophones, radios are high, and wliile we have to pay double, 
tfiible and even more for them, why w’e insist to line at low rent and way 
landlords only should suffer and be compelled to receive from their tenants 
extremely low rents prevailing in 1941. Sir, we all know’ that the cost 
of living has gone up very high. There may be some justification for those 
tenants who are living in a house or premises for a long time and they may 
argue that as the rent was fixed by the landlords after due consideration, 
of cost of the building they have no right to increase the rent as far less eject 
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them and let out to other tenants at higher rent, hut they forget that many 
landlords live only on the rents received from their tenants for the houses 
inherited by the landlords from their forefathers. They have also to main- 
tain their families and it is a great pity that the tenants do not take care 
that there is a rise in the prices of all commodities. But there is no justi- 
fication whatsoever for this attitude in the case of those houses which were 
constructed in 1943 or afterwards or are being constructed now. These 
newly constructed houses cannot be rented at Such a low rent provided 
in the Bill. Prices of building materials have also gone up very high. 
Bricks which used to sell at Rs.l7 per thousand in pre-war days, are now 
being sold at Rs.51) to lIs.oO per thousand, (’ontrtjl pric’e of cement is 
Rs.62 per ton while l)efore the war if was offered and advertised at Rs.35 
per ton. Similarly iron rods, beams, etc., were selling at the rate of 
Rs.T-S per cw't. and now the control rate is Rs.l4 or Ks.15 per cW't. In 
the same way sand is sold at Us.lOo per 22o cubic feet or 101) inaiinds but 
it used to be sold at Rs.22 in pre-war days. Thus Ihe house or the building 
whicli could be (;om])leted wuthin IN. 20, 000 and could leUdi a rent of Us. -30 
•cannot be built now at less than Us. 30, 000 and if the rent is fixed at 10 
per cent, above* the (dd rate, /.c,, at Us. -33 it do(‘H not work out at \ l ]>er cent, 
for tile capital invested in the building. Ari\ om* can get ff)r his iiivest- 
jnent in ])romissory notes and fixed deposit more* than that. Tht‘retore I 
would suggest that the houses which have been constructed aft(‘r 1943, 
during the high cost of building mat(‘rials, should be exeni]>ted from the 
purview of this Bill, wdiile looking into the intiuests of the tenants we 
should not overlook tlu^ difticulti(‘s of the landlords and house-owui(*rs. also. 
We must do justice to all including the lamllords who like the tenants are 
also tlie memliers of our city, and it is tin* duty of the Legislatures to 
protect their h‘gitimat(* interests. With these words 1 (ommend my amend- 
ment foi‘ accejitance by this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amt ‘iidment movt‘d — that in clause 1 of the Bill, 
the following be added at the end of sub-clause (•/), namely: — 

“hut i^ shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed alter 1943.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I op])()se this amendment. 
The amendimuit is unnecessary in view of the jiiovision that has been made 
by the Select Lommittet* that the standanl rate can be ascertained from 
the Controller. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The ijuestion before the House is 
that in clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end ot sub-clause 
{4), namely: — 

“but it shall not affect ihe rent of buihlings coiistructeil after 1943.” 

The amendment was jiut and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the Hou.se is that clause 1 as 
amended staml pari of the Bill. 

The (piestion was juit ami agreetl to. 

(louse 2 . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand jiart of tlie Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub- 

clause ('5) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also includes a room or 

rooms in an hotel, boarding liou.se or lodging house” he deleted. 

The restriction is undesirable because the casual visitors to the city 
may not find a place to live in. The hotel is gt'iierally for temporary 
accommodation. No encouragement should be given to a boarder to get 
into a hotel and taking advantage ot this Act to stick on to the inconve- 
nience of othere. In that caeu the hotels would fail to serve the purpose, 
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the prima^ function of a hotel that is to cater to the needs of the casual 
visitors. Those coming from outside would not get any accommodation. 
They will have to stay on the footpaths which is most undesirable and 
nobody would like it. The boarding houses and the lodging houses also 
share the same fate. Of course to keep these boarding houm's and hotels 
under check there is the Bengal Hotel and Lodging House Control Order. 
This order is sufficient to keep these houses under chock. So I move “and 
also include a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging 
house” be deleted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause {•)) of clause of the Bill, the words “and also ineuhles a room or 
rooms in an hotel, hoarding house or lodging house” be deleted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to su})port the amendment 
moved by Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. My reasf)ns are that the above 
establishments should be free to takt' in visitors or patients and not have 
tenants forced on th(‘m. ('un.se(juenc(‘s of this n*striction are bound to be 
undesirable, for in maii\ eases viMtors to the city may find themselves 
stranded and in other cases ])atient'» may have to go without treatment for 
w'ant of accommodation. With these words I support the amendment. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA CHANDRA ROY: The arguments already 
advanced by my fiiend, Mr. Lalit (’handra Das, are also supjiorted by me 
and 1 support the ainendent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 ojipose the aTnendmenjt 
because I find that no case has been made out really for it, for the result 
will be really otherwise. Theie is a class of peojile who come to the city 
for visits or rather lor neccNsit^ lor a temporars pi*riod and they cannot 
under this annuidment get arj\ accommodation exce])t at a very exorbitant 
rate, and if this rate is not eontiolled, it will go hard with them and there- 
fore this class ot }ieople will reipiire protection and as such 1 ojipose th(^ 
amendment. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion beiore tlie House is that in sub- 
clause (J) of clause of tin* Bill, the words “and also imdudes a room 
or room> in an htitel, boaidin^j; house or lodging house" la* di'leted. The 
(]Uestion was put and a division taken witli the tollowiijg result : -- 

ayes— 10. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Oas. i Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. , Mr. Biren Roy. 

AihadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan, Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana. | Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

NOES— 28. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. Mr. G..J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. The Hon'bie Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddln 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. Notaln. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow- Mr. AlhaJ Yar All Khan. 

dhury. Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, J.F. Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. D. j. Cohen, O.B.E. Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. Miss Ethel Robertson, C.S.P. 

Bahadur Sheikh Fazio Eilahi. Mr. Md. TauAq. 

Hon’bie Mr. Abdul Gofran. | Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shalioodui Haque. ' HaJ Md. Yusuf. 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 28 the motion was lost. 
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Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURYs Sir, I have given notice of 
fleveral amendments but I shall move only 12 and 19. I do not propose 
to move the other amendments. As regards 12 and 19 if the Hon'ble 
Minister is agreeable to consider these amendments these two amendments 
may be held over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Suppose other amendments in this clause are 
accepted, what will be the repercussion of them on your amendmenjs? 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY: There will be no repercussion. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (J) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words ^‘lodging house’ ^ 
in line 11, the words “let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: This amendment (No. 14) is virtually 
the same as amendment No. 19 which stands in your name and it has 
already been decided that amendments Nos. 19 and 12 will stand over. 
So taking that view of the matter 14 may also stand over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you any objection ? 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: I have got no objection. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I be^ to move that in sub-clause (J) of clause 2 
of the Bill, afier the words “lodging house” in line 11, the w’ords “let for 
a period of not less than one month” be inserted. (Mr. Sultanuddin 
Ahmed: This may also be postponed for the present.) Now rates would 
in all probability be most unfair. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: This is also^ connected with the 
other amendments postponed a little while ago. So this also may stand 
over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Mr. (Marke, will you be agreeable to 
have youF amenduKuit held over for the presents 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I h ave no objection to take it up later on if it 
is ithe desire of the Ih'puty President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. C'larke has already moved it. Will 
you allow him to continue? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let me again ask Mr. Clarke. 
Mr. Clarke, are you agreeable to the postponement of consideration of your 
amendment ? 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I am quite prepared to carry this to a later stage 
if it is the wish of the Deputy President. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Inasmuch as Mr. Clarke’^ 
amendment relates to clause 2(J) and other amendments to this very 
sub-clause have already bem postponed, I request that all amendment^ 
to clause 2 stand over so that I may have a comprehensive view of all the 
amendments wdien they are taken up together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I offer a suggestion. Sir? Let 
the Government side take some 10 or 15 minutes now to study those 

amendments and to come to a decLsion. So far aa Mr. Clarke’s amend- 

ment is concerned, it is somewhat different from that of yours as well as 
Jogen Babu’s. Yet if they want time to consider over this amendment as 
well, let^ them take some time and consider all the amendments to sub- 
clause (5) of clause 2 together and come to a decision and then meet 

again. Without doing that if we go on with some of the clauses postpon- 
ing some of the earlier clauses everything will go disorderly and there 
will be calling of divisions and losing time for nothing. 
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Th0 Hon’bld Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN: All the amendments on sub- 
clause (S) of clause 2, are interconnected and so let them stand over. That 
is all what we want. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We cannot go on discussing a Bill piecemeal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Other amendments, as far as 
I know, they are not connected with this clause, and we may {u'oceed with 
the other clauses. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our objection is that discussion piece- 
meal of different clauses of the Bill should not be allowed unless the matter 
is very pressing and urgent. Here we are proceeding with definitions of 
expressions and we have come up to the stage of the definition of “land- 
lord’^ and when on the point of discussing the definition of the term 
“premises” we are stuck up. WhyP My submission, Sir, is that if they 
so liked they could have come prepared and let the House know what the 
position isP The best thing to do in my opinion is that we adjourn for 
10 to 15 minutes so that the Government side may study the amendments 
held over and come to a decision and then come back and explain to this 
House what the position isP By so tloing we would be proceeding orderly 
in accordance with what ha.s bt‘en laid down in the Order Paper of the day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, when my amendment was 
being considered, I think this question should have been raised at that 
time. As in that case the House postpone<l the consideration of that 
amendment, 1 believe no iiiconveiiienoe will he caused if the whole clause 
is now postponed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that be your view, Sir, 1 have no 
objection, 

Clauiie 2A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2A stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause 
{4){a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or” inline 1, be 
omitted. 

The Contioller's functions will he mainly judicial functions and the 
Executive Branch of the Services should not be entrusted with these 
functions, for I think that it these functions aie placed in the bunds of the 
executive those ])owers may be abused or misused. And in this view 1 
move that the words “executive or” be deleted,. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 
(4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words ‘executive or” in line 1, be 
omitted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I support the amendment of my friend. 
Sub-clause (4) {a) says “a member of the Executive or Judicial Branch of 
the Imperial or Provincial Civil Service of not less than ten years’ standing 
in such service” etc., etc. When we find that members of the Judicial 
Branch of the services may also be taken m as Controller, etc., it is 
unnecessary to take in executive officers. When there is provision for 
judicial officers, provision for executive officers is not necessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: ] oppose the amendment, 
because if the amendment is accepted then it w’ill be difficult to get judicial 
officers for the post of Controller, Deputy Controller, etc. On the other 
hand, Subdivisional Officers who are members of the executive services have 
been appointed by Government to various mofussil municipalities as 
Controllers and I have received no complaint from the public that they have 
abused or misused their powers. So I do not see the necessity of the 
amendment. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Is the Hon’hle Minister giving a hint that he ii 
going to extend this principle to other municipalities also? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is that ii 
8ub-clause (4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or” in 
line 1, be omitted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Bai Bahadur Jagandra Nath Ray. 


Mr. BIren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. BIrendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai. 


NOES— 26. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Bultanuddin Ahmad. 

Ral Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moaizam Hussain. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syad Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. D. Ooyne. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 


Tha Hon'bla Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Alhaj Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak AM Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rathid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Ayos being 10 and the No('i^ 20 the motion was lost. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, 1 beg to move 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The (luestion before the 
House is iliat ('laus(> 2 A stand pari of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


( Inusr .7. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause d stand part of the Bill. 

The question [adore the House is that clause ‘1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

C/un.sT 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: dause 4 stand part ot the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

i\ vw (louse 4A. 

Mr. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that utter clause 4, the following 
new’ clause be inserted, namely: — 

“4A. (7) Where, as the re.sult ot any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous ttuins, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
W’ithin the meaning of his Act, wlietiier the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not. 

(2) Where, us the result ot any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the teiin>, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the wdiole less iuvourahle to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not he deemed to he increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not.” 
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In moving this amendment, Sir. I have to admit that the first portion 
is definitely to the advantage of the tenant but relying on the clause 
empowering the Rent Controller to fix standard rents at rates to be just and 
fair, members of my party are unanimously of the opinion that the amend- 
ment should be passed. It is in any event borrowed from tlie Rent Act of 
1920. Sub-clause (2) if pas.sed goe.s in iavour of the landlord, and together 
with the previous sub-clause gives an added improvement the Bill. I 
therefore move this amendment confident that my honourable colleagues 
will give their support. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved tliat after clause 4, 
the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“4A. (7) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the terms, on wliicli any premises are held, am. 
on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of his Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not. 

(2) W here, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 
tenanc> , tht‘ terms, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be detuned to be increased 
within the meaning ot this Act, whether the sum jiayable 
as rent is increased or not.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a ])oint of order, Sir. You will 
kindly peimit Mr. Claikt' to move the first jiortion first, namely, 4A(/) and 
only when this disjiosed of he i.s to movt‘ the second portion, namely, 
4A(2), because tlie fir.st one is in favour of the landlord and the other is in 
favour of the tenant as ht‘ lias himself stat(*d. Now if a division is called 
then tliere may lx* .some who may support 4A(/) and but may be opposed 
to 4A(2), and hence tlnu'e may be eonfusion. Therefon* in moving this 
aimuidrmuit he should not be allowed to m(>ve the two paits together. In 
one arnendnieiit he has moved two parts, 4A(/) ami 4A(2), togetlu'r and 
this is wrong. I should think because aeeording to Mr. ( larke liimself oncf 
portion ot Ills .inieridnieiit is m favour oi tenants and the other is in favour 
of hmdlords; therefoie the two should be moved separately. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think Mr. Clarke wants a 
balanced decision of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What 1 propose to do in this connection 
is this: that I shall allow discussion on both the portions together but if 
it is decided b}' the House to that effect, I may put them to vote separately. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is for \ou to decide whether the 
whole amendment should be put in part or in wiiole. We on this side of 
the House are of the opinion that they should go separately. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 think that both 

should go together. Let u.s know’ w'hat is Mr. Clarke’s intention. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir. I am ot opinion that tliey should both be 
taken together. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If that is his opinion, then they will go 
together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I submit my view on this matter, 
^irl^ It does not matter what Mr. ('larke’s intention or opinion is? The 
House is in po.sses.sion of his amendment and the House has a mind of its 
own. The intention of the mover cannot decide the course which the Housd 
ought to take or wants [to take. In respect of his amendment he has told 
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118 that ohq of its parts has been moved in the interest of the tenants and 
:another in the interest of the landlords. We put it to you whether it would 
be fair to put them together or separately. One bloc may support the por- 
tion which is in favour of the tenants and another bloc may support the 
portion which is in favour of the landlords and there may yet be another 
bloc which may support or oppose both the portions, but I should think that 
ij is just and fair that you should put them separately to vote. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think that is the business of the mover 
himself. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Sir, speaking on this amendment, (Mr. Hamidul 
HuQ Chowdhury : which portion!^), 1 do not know which portion but 
speaking with regard to the amendment which has been moved by Mr. Clarke, 

I have already pointed out, Mr. Clarke does not know his own mind. 
He is a landlord himself and by pressing matters in this way he has made 
it very difficult for us not only to decide but also to act. In this amend- 
ment he has placed two parts which go counter to each other and so will 
not allow UH to aci wisely. In clause 4 which has been already passed control 
has been given to an authority to alter the standard rent according to addi- 
tions and improvements carried out in respect of premises let out to tenants, 
and here Mr. Clarke puts in something that in a way, supposing develop- 
ments have been inad(‘ in such a way that, really, the Controller should 
increase the rent, Mr. Clarke woiild immediately come in, but at the same 
time if it is favourable to the tenants, even then he would not sit idle. So 
that there is this dual position. I want to see how Mr. Clarke behaves 
through the proceedings on this Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the examination of Mr. Clarke’s conduct the subject of the debate*:^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Well, Sir, that is between Mr. Clarke and myself. 
Mr. Hamidul Iluq Chow'dhury should not intervene. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment 
moved by my friend Mr. Clarke. In clause 2 we really give ibis loop-hole 
to the landlords so there is no need for this amendment and 1 oppose the 
whole amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before tlie House is that 
after clause 4, the following new clause he iuserted, namely, — — - 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, if the honourable member 
wishes to withdraw his amendment he may be permitted to do so 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir, I object to this. The amend- 
ment is being put to the vote now and it cannot be withdrawn at this stage. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Yes. The question before the House is 
ithat after clause 4, the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“4A. (1) Where, as the result of anv alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, (tihb terms, on which any premises are held, are 
on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
, within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 

as rent is increased or not. 

(2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
^ within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 

AH rent is increased or not.’' 
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The motion was put anJ a division taken witli the following result: 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. I 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr, Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

NOES 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Ual Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiyn. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Hamidul Hao Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Ayes lieiiig lo and \^)e^ heinu- I’O 


Mr. T. B. Nimmi^ 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

20 . 

Khan Bahadur A. M^Shahoodul Haque. 
The Hon'ble Mr. si^ed Moazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea. 
Mr, Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 

tile nietlci) \v;is jost. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; ( lauM' '> ^t.md ]>.nt id the Ifill 

The (jUe^tinn hetoie flie flniivr ilint > -.tand Jiai't oi th(‘ Hill. 

Tlie iiir)(if>n wa^ put and ati'ie^M) to. 


Cldusf’ fi. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: i ti *.iaiid ]Mri oi the Hill. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HUQUE: Si! . I heg to move t hat 
for clause ti, the lolhiwing tdause he Niihstituted, rianudy: — 

\() prjHoii shall, in ( oiisidcration of th<* ^.jraiit, renewal or eonti- 
nuance of ,i tenancy of anv ]U'emis<“s - 
(f>l (daini. leieive or invite (►ftei" or a>k toi the paynicoit of any 
Iireniiuni. fine or any othef like sum in addition to 

tlie rent, or 

{})) exeejit \A ith tlie pievioii'* written eon-sent of tlie Lontndler. elaim 
01 receive the payment of any sum (oxceeiling one month’s 
rent oi --iueli jirentise- as n*nt in advance.” 

The reason^ whicli led me to table this anieiiilment are \«*r\ simple. In 
Die Seleet T'ornniittee Kepojt leceiving .irid (damiing oi sdhn/ii or any 
premium lias been forbidden. Hut inviting offers or asking for fiaynumt of 
^dlami or any jireminm lias not been forbidden :Tnd it is very nei‘i's^;iv\ that 
this .should be done for it ajipears that such imitations tor offers of .sdlitmi, 
etc., are going on. I shall read out a notification appearing in tho 
^fdtrstiidn, dated the fith December. HMti. asking foi such xdhnmuY preiniuni. 
It runs thus; 

and ffdts . — To let three-stoieyed bigger buildings at 4b, f'liakra- 
Taria Road, North, Bhowanipore, Calcutta, at a system of monthly 
rent. Lease may extendi up to a jieriod of fiv(‘ years. Party is to 
mention in the application (tt) the amount of premium and ih) tlie 
amount of monthly rent he is .able to pay. Apply to Manager, 
Khararia IVard Estate, P.O. Khulna, on or before the Ist week of 
December 194G. / 
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This may uot be an isolated case ot such demands being made. I have seen 
it in the SUitesirum and i believe many ol my triends have also seen such 
advertisements in the Stdte.smaii and in other papeis. It is impossible to 
see a house without payment ot such mlami — we can call it a salami to the 
darwiin and he won’t show the land or the place miles.', OO or GO rupees is 
paid to him. When we are going to torbid the system ot taking money as 
salami or premium I think it is nec<^sar\ in the publics interests that claim- 
ing or asking tor or inviting otters ot salainiy etc., should also be included 
in the main provisions ot the Bill. 

Now, Sir, with regard to part (h) ot my amendment, only slight dratt- 
ing changes have been made to make it more explicit. 

With these 'Wrds I commend my amendment lor the acceptance ot the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AmeiulmeDt moved that tor clause G, the 
following clause be substituted, namely 

“G, No jicrson shall, in consideration ot the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance ot a tenancy ot any premises — 

(a) claim, receive or invite otters or ask tor the payment ot any 

premium, salann, tine or any other like .->11111 in addition to the 

rent, or 

(//) except with the previous written con.sent ot the ('ontroller, claim 
or receive the pa\ment ot an\ ^um exceeding one montli’s rent 
ot NU('h premises as lent in advance.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to oppose this amendnnmt. Sir, clause (i is 
(piite ex])li(ut and as soon as a person accepl.s such jiayinent he can be 
hauled up and in this ])articulai case winch my honouiahh^ iriend i.'> men- 
tioning lie ])erhaps does not know' that the (loverninent i-, a.sking toi the 
priMnium. The house is under the management ot the ('ouit ot Wards. 
But atti'r nil this (loveinineiit is oinnip<di*nt ! And theiidon* my triend 
should m^t have brought this up. It a privatt‘ individual had a mind to 
take such snfaitu, etc'., he w'ould not have* ilarcMl to give it out in the news- 

papers, at a time whem thcu'c* is the Oidinaiue and this Itcml Act, that he 

will ask lor such prcuniuin. Only tin* (iioverninent oi Ihmgal c an do it ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, as this amendment is an 
improveunemt on c'lause G as draltcsl, I accc*pt the* aincmdmc'iit. His anu'nd- 
meiit pi'ohibits any claim, ’or to reccMve or even to invitc‘ ottcus tor the pay- 
ment oi any {ireinium or sidamt, etc., and as all these are consistent w'ith 
the objectives ot the Bill, 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The cpie stion hetore the House is that 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there* is some irregulaiity : it this amendment 
is put at this stage then it would throw' out several other amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The ciuestion hetore the 
House* is that tor clause t» Kn* iollowing clause* be substituted, namely; — 

‘‘G. No person shall, in consideraticm ot the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance of a tenanc'v ot any premises — 

(a) claim, receive or invite otters or ask tor the payment ot any 
premium, salami, fine or any other like sum in addition to the 
rent, or 

(h) except with the previous written consent ot the Oontroller, claim 
or recc*ive the payment ot anv sum excc*eding one month s rent 
of such premises as rent in aclvance.” 


Tlw, 
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Mr. A8DUR RASHID: Sir, instead of groin^ out every time in this way 
cannot the division be taken by a show of bands? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We have no such rule in this House. 


Division was taken with the following* result: — 

AYES— 28. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr, Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Rasid 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzam Hussain. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazia Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyna. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Eilahi. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M Shahoodul Haque. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hamendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra. 

The A\es l>eing- ‘^8 and the Noes 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In 

meni, aiiiendnit'nts Nos. ‘29 to do fall 
Tin* (jiK'stion h(dV»r(‘ the llnii.se i.s t 
the Hill. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Salyad Moazzemuddin 
Hosaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

AlhaJ Yar AM Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak AM Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa. 
Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy. 

Mr. Satish Chandra San. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

S the motion was carried. 

view of the acceptance of this amend- 
tlirough 

liat claiiso I) as aim‘nd(‘d stand part of 


Tilt* motion was put and agreed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: T1h‘ fIous«* stand adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 


Till' t'ouncil then adjourned till 2-15 i) m. on Tuesday. 
1947. 


the 25th Februaiy, 



m MEMBERS ABSENT. [24t» Feb. ^1947.] 

Members absent. 

The followinf;^ members were absent from the meeting held on the 24th 
February, 1947: — 

(1 ) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, , 

(3) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Bankim f'liandra Datta, 

(5) Mr. Kamini Kumar J)uita, 

(G) Mr. Mungturam Jaipiuia, 

(7) Mr. JIumayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nageadia Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr. Bijoy Sin^^li Nahar, 

(11) Khan Haharlur (Ih^asuddin Palhan, 

(TJ) Khan Biilnalur Mukhh'sin Bahman, 

(13) Dr. Kuinud Sankar Bay, and 

(14) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukd.ar. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947 — No. 10. 


The Cot NC'iL met in the Le^^islative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 2oth February, IHdT, at L'-Jo p.m. being the 
tenth day of the First Session of lb47, j)ursuant to section oi the 

Government of India Act, Ihdo. 

Mr. I’resident (the llondile Sii Buov Fimsaf) SiNtiU Boy, k.tm.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Safe deposit scheme. 

58 . Mr. NUR AHMED: ui) Will tht‘ Ilon'bh- in charge' of iho 

Department of C'o-ojieration, Cri'dit and lielit'f be j)h*ased to state if any 
“sale dejjosit s( heme" to (.(dlect (he .sa\ing^ ol the pool thiough the co-opera- 
tne societies or otherwise' lias been drawn lor Jiengal distiicts and ])ut into 
operation y 

{hj !' not. do the (ioxeinnu'nt ol Bengal <‘on1emplatt* diaw up such 
c((-oj)ejatJ\(‘ sal(‘ (h'posii s(-hcnies loi the hi'iicht oi the ])ooi in Bengal? 

(c) 1 1 not , why not ? 

(Ji Do tlio ( ro\ tu nment projiose to direct all tin* co-operative societies in 
jh'jigal to inliodace Ji M lieme ol compulsorv de|»osit lot iK members on the 
line of Chittagong Tiiider.s Co-opi'ratn t' llank b\ smtahh* amendments in 
tlieii ]'espccti\e h\i‘-la\v.s and rules'-^ 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): 

< C ' . ( ^ 1 .111(1 u/ I No 

(c) I'limc i> ahead) a network of co-opeia(i\e credit societies in the 
Proviin e and all memheis or noii-nienilK^rs can ket'p their savings with these 
credit societies. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may I draw the att»nnon of the Hon’ble 
Minister to {(}) ol (lie (lucstion where it has ht'(*n asked “Do llii' (iovein- 
ment propose t(» direct all the ( 'o-opci at i ve Societii's in lieng’al to introdiH'e 
a scheme of comtmlsoiy (h'posit lor its membeis on the line ol Chittagong 
Traders Co-operative Bank h> suitalile amendments in then resjiective bye- 
laws and rules?’’ Now, will the lloirble Ministr'r ])least* say whether aii) 
such rule.s .should be imnle making it conipulsoi)' on the members to mak(‘ 
deposits ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I am sorry, it is against 
the principle of co-operation. We cannot compel anybody to dejio.sit. 

Teesta Valley Barrage scheme. 

59. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish) : Will tlie llon’ble Minister in (diarge of the Dej»;t!tment 
of Irrigation and Wateiwuy.s he jih'a.sed to ^tatr' if tlie Tee'^ta \'alle\ 
Barrage .sclieme is being worked out by sur\ey and f:olleelion (d tin* ncies- 

<lata,^ If so. when is the surv<yv work likely to he completed and 
'^vti do the Government expect to ^tart the execution of the work? 

19 
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MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION am 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Yes. It ii 
too early to say when all the investigations will he completed and the 
execution of the scheme will start. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon'hle Minister please state when th( 
survey began? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Since last year. Ix 
this connection I may also make a short statement that possible sites ar( 
being investigated for the construction of dams and barrages, in Giellekhob 
and in other places and geological survey report is also being enquired int( 
to investigate the possibility of damages by earthquake. 

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let us take up the Calcutta Ben 
Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Before you take it up, Sir 

permit me to make this motion. 

With your permission I beg to introduce Ihe Calcutta Thika Tenanc 3 
Bill, 1947, and to give notice that I shall move at short notice at th( 
flitting of the Bengal liegislative (ouncil to be held on the 11th March 
1947, that the said Bill 1 )e referred to a Select tbmmittee consisting of — 

(D Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.L.C., 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, M.L.C., 

(3) ITaji Mohammad Yusuf, M.L.C., 

(4) Mr. Latafat Jlossain, M.Jj.C., 

(5) Mr. I). J. (bhen, M.L.C., 

((>) Mr. George Morgan, M.Tj.C., 

(7) Mr. Amul,\ adhone Bay, MJi.C., 

(8) Mr. Biren B.)y, M.L.(\, 

(9) Mr. Ihitiram Boy, M.L.C., 

(10) Bai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, M.L.C., and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 20th March, 1947. The 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to c'onstitute a quorum 
shall be five. 

The Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette, Eu'traorthnary, of the 
17th February, 1947, and necessary number of copies of the Bill was sent 
to the Bengal TiCgislative Council Department by the Legislative Depart- 
ment for distribution to the members of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any amendments that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon, etc., can be put in up to 
3 p.m. on the 4th of March. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The amendments may even be 
for change in the personnel of the select committee that I have suggested. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we take up the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Several amendments on clause 2 were kept postponed yesterday. What 
about them? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAMs They may stand over also today 
86 Government requires more lime to go through them and to come to a 
decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Is that the general opinion that the amendments 
to sub-clause (J) of clause 2, the consideration of which was postponed 
yesterday, should be postponed again today as requested by the Hon’ble 
Minister.^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will now go to clause 7. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 7 stand }»art of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was jiiit and agreed to. 

Clause i9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I beg to move that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause ot the Bill, for the words and figures “2(>th day of June 
194d , the words and figures “the 1st day of October IJldd” be substituted. 

This is the date on w hi(di the Calcutta Rent Ordinance of 194b came 
into force and it is jiroper that here also the date should be made 1st day 
of OcToher J94b, instead of the “2bth day of June 1943”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-claiise {!) of clause 
9 of the Bill, lor the wonhs and figures “2bth day of June 1943” the words 
and figures iIk* 1st day ot October 194f> ’ be substituted. 

The Hon*ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose* the amendment. 
In view of the fact that provision for refund exists in the Kent Control 
Order tlie clause as amended by the Select ('ominittee should stand. 

^ The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(i) of clause 9 of the Bill for the words and figures “2bth day of June 1943” 
the words and figures “the 1st day of October, 1946” be substituted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is ithat clause 9 
dand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

C lause 10. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10 of the 
bill, after sub-clause (7;, the following new sub-clause be inserted ■ 
tamely : — ' 

”(7Aj The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim* 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the 
standard rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard 
rent of any premises leased or about to be leased by any land» 
lord after such enquiry as he may jjhink fit.” 
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Now, Sir, if you will please turn to the Report of the Select Committee 
on this I3ill you will find a note of dissent by my friend Mr. Clarke in which 
die says “Provision should be made in clause 10 to enable the Controller on 

his own initiative or on the receipt of reliable information from an interest- 
ed party to fix the standard rent for any premises 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May 1 interrupt Mr. Bourne for a minute? It 
appears that he read an additional word “shall" after the woid “initiative”. 
But what is his actual amendment? 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE : J am afraid there is a C\ pographical error in 
the printed form as sujiplied to us. My original amendment was that the 
Controller may on his own initiative and shall on receipt of information 
from an interested jiarty that a landlord is claiming, etc., etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I think that i> all right. You may go on. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: Thank >ou. Sir. 1 will read it again — 

“(7yl) ddie Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on recei])t of 
information fiom an interested jiarty that a landlord is claiming or receiving 
a sum on account of rent in excess of the standaid rmit toj- an> iiremises, 
by ordiU' in writing fix tlie standaid rent of an\ jiremises biased or about 
to he leased by any landlord altiu’ such en(]uiry as he ma\ thing fit". 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, he has changed the woid “than" 
to “that" 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is all right. 

Mr. L. P. S. BOURNE: As I was sa\ing. Sir. in tht' minuti' ot dis.sent 
on th(‘ Sidect (aunmitteivs leixui. on this lUll, Mi. ( laike savs that 
“provision should he madt‘ in clause 10 to tuiahle tin* Contiollei on his ow'ii 
initiati\e or on tlu* receipt ol ndiahle iniormation irom an iiitmested jiarty 
to fix the standard rent for any premises". In clause 10. suh-elause { 1 ) of 
the Hill, it is jirovided that the Controller shall, on a])])licat inn hy any land- 
lord or tenant, grant a (‘ertificatt* ot standard ituit and sub-clause (2) ot 
the samt' clausi' {)ro\i(b‘s — “on application mad»‘ to him b\ an\ tenant oi 
0 (H*upan^ ol a I'oom or looms in an hotid, boarding house, or lodging 
house .. . ' . Now, Sir, this d(H*s not go iiii miougli as it hM\es out ol 

the (|U(\sti<>n oidinaiy domi'stic premises and busiiK'Ss olfici's and we want 
something in this Hill to providi* for the tail use of the Contioller's powers 
wdth regard to all ]»r(‘niises, including piivate premises, lodging bouses and 
hot(ds. 1’h(' amendment that 1 have suggested has nothing restrictive 
about it. It meral> seeks to widen the powers go\erning the action of the 
Controller. 1 have also provided in this amendment that the IVmtroiler 
mav taki* action on his own initiative. The clause as it stands does not 
allow' the (huitioller power to take action on his owui initiative. He will 
have to wait until the landlord or the tenant applies for such action. 1 
^hink, Sii, that this House will accejit the view that it is only right that it 
a (but roller is to be ajijiointinl he should have suilicient powers to do his own 
job and to takt' action as soon as he comes to know of an\ unlaii dealing 
eithiM- on the jiart of the tenant or on the part of the landlord and that he 
should thert'fore take action even if he is not jirompted to do so by the 

tenant who may for various obvious reasons not be willing to bung the 

matter to his notice. Secondly the ameiulnient ])rovides for application to 
be made to the ('ontroller to intervene hy any person who is an interested 
party. Accoiding to sub-clause f/i of this clause unless and until a person 
first becoim'^' a tenant cannot makt* "‘Uch applii'at ion and the Controller 
cannot take action on his a]>plicalion. That position seems to be entirely 
unfair. Therefoie 1 have included in thi'^ amendment the words “on receipt 
of information tioiu .in intmestial ]>arty". There may be a person who 

want to rent new' premises and he may also be one of many persons wdio 

want tlh' same ]ueuuses ami he knows that the landloril is trying to impose 
an i^air rent, hut he cannot takjp action under the provision of the Bill 



to take action until he becomes a tenant. As T say there may be several 
other applicants for the same premises and in our view it is only fair that 
any one of them should be in a position to call upon the Controller to use 
his power. For these reason.s I hope that the Hon'ble Minister and the 
House will accept my amendment. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 10 of the Bill 
after sub-clause (i), the following new sub-clause bo inserted, namely: — 

“(iA) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard 
rent for any premises, ])y order in writing fix the standard rent 

of any premises leased or about to be leased by an> landlord 

after such enquiry as he may think fit.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment propnsf'd by 
our honourable friend, Mr. Bourne. The amendment at first reading seems 
]l-o be very sini])le and I thought it was just going to give the Controller 
additional power of a>sessing the .standard rent of the jiremises on his own 
initiative ])ut Mi. Bouriu' has laam very helpful and he has explained what 
Ills intentions ari* and liis aniendnumt neart\ boi(l(‘rs on mischief. He said 
that inti'T’ested jiaities will conn* -and tlnu-e may be o or (> partie.s in certain 
places — and i‘ep<iit to the Conlr-oller about th(‘ fixation ot tlie standai'd rent 
and the ('ontroller may arbitiaril.v giva* a deei^-ion \\hieh may be against 
the interest of the landlord or e\en a tenant Avho is interi'stml in the filaei*. 

The partK'ular tmiant nKq\ not (‘onie and that tenant may bt* jireferabb* to 

the laiidloid. No\^, Mr. Bouin(‘'s ainendimmt would b(‘ advi'rse to the 
interi'st of both the landlord and a leally inten*stt‘d jiarty, a tenant prefi'r- 
ahle to tilt' landloid. fft^re in (h(‘ Ibll sntfieiimt jiower has betm givim to 
the Coritiollei to ass , ‘ns the standaid rent and eiaus,‘ 10 with all its sub- 
clauses is veiv exhaustive. The only thing Mr. Bonrm* wants hei‘(‘ is t(» 
remove the 1.. milord liom the scene of fixing tin* standard I'luit on his own 
initiative. \Vh> , hasn't lie an\ intiTest in the lentiiig ot tiis [)]iMnis(\s. 
He gives the i.’iitiative to tile (’ontroller at the* instaiiee of tli(‘ interesti‘d 
parties who need not be tiuiants but just be inter(‘st(*d to liai'ass Hie liouse- 
ow’iu'r. If th(‘y ate tenants and it lln‘y are opjue.ssial tln‘V ean certainly go 
to the Contioller tor th(‘ redress of (hmr grievances. But when on(‘ is not 
a tenant, lu' certainly sii(*uld not be allowed to come in to create' iiiiselinT 
simply to trouble the ( ontroller with his \exatious application ami tliereliy 
injure the owner. This is tlu* reason. Sir, why I opjio.se the aimuidment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise tn' ojipose the amemimenf. 
The first thing is that the “(ontroller me' on hi.s own initiative and shall 
on receipt ed intoi'ination ireun an interc'-ted part\ that a lamlloid is (dairn- 
ing or receiving a sum on aeeount of rmit in excess of the standard rent for 
any premises, by order in wiating' fix the standaid I'ent . Now' two 

[things must happeui — one is that tlie ('ontroller has got to take* the initiative* 
whether he re'ceivt's any information or iKit and the second thing is that he 
may act after getting- the information fremi the inte-rested jiarties. In the* 
main Bill the*re is a provision that the ('ontroljer has {leiwer to fix tint 
standard rent on application from the te'iiaut. Jt is quee*r that tlie 
Controller shoulel act on I'cccifit of infeinnation fi-om interested parties. 
Su])pose a landlorel lias given his Imilding, remin eir a flat tei a tenant ami a 
thin] party comes in and his only intcre-st would be to take advantage of 
thi.s amenelmeiit by resorting to feml meMiis, by arlopting objeetionabb^ 
tactics be will want the burbling and tlien led it out at an enhanced rent. 
There are many touts in ( aleutta now- who are making n]om*y f’trt of this 
sort of practice. Does Mr. Bourne want to helj) tluTi] These tout.s will 
go to the Controller and say things whi(‘h do not exist and harass the land- 
lords and disgust the ('ontroller and will make money out of these transac- 
tions at the cost of the landlords. The Bill has already given enough powers 



io the Controller for fixing rent in various ways and I do not think this 
amendment will in any way help in checking corruption rather it will bring 
in more complications. 

Th© Hon’bi© Ml*. FAZLUR RAHMAN ! Sir, I oppose the amendment 
and my reasons are these: With regard to the premises that are rented 
flub-clause (1) of clause 10 is sufficient. And with regard to the premises 
that are about to be leased even if the provision is there in the same sub- 
clause, you cannot compel a landlord to lease out his house to the man who 
is offering the standard rent. The apprehension of the honourable member 
Mr. Bourne is; suppose there are five applicants and one of them manoeuvres 
and tries to offer the landlord a higher rent than the standard rent fixed 
by the Controller. 'J1ie other applicants should he allowed to approach the 
Bent Controller so that he can take action in the matter, if necessary. But 
for that already provisions are sought to be given by (lovernment in amend- 
ment No. HO which will at a later stage be moved by Khan Bahadur 
A. M. Shahoodul Huque at the instance of Government and provision is 
made therein for punishing all inal})ractices. And I think that amendment 
would remove the apprehension of the honourable mover who seeks to 
incorporate his amendment and I would appeal lo Ihe honourable member 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister one 
thing F He has explained as a plea for the withdrawal of the amendment 
of Mr. Bourne that (Government has asked a member of their party to put 
in certain amendments on behalf of Government. 1 know, Sir, that the 
(Government took the initiative 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: And in vie w of thal amendment 
which Government are going to ac(‘ept, this will be unnecessary. That is 
what 1 wais saying. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Do tin* Govtunnienl reali/a' lhat they 
failed to bring all these matters to the notict‘ of tlu' Select Committee anil 
80 they are now juitting forward certain amendments through certain 
members F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nahar wants to know why these jioints which 
liave cro])p(al up sinci* could not be thought of and brought befoi'e tlie 
Select ('oinmittee for being thrashed out. 

Th© Hon’bl© Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: d'hat (question cannot arise 
because,^ Sir, if in the (*ourse of further discussions atter the Select Coni- 
mittt'c finished its labours ‘some new light was thrown on a matter and 
certain aiiK'iidim'nts reijuired to be jnit in either tiom the (Government side 
or from any other side of tin* House Government should be prepared to 
accept them as they are always prepartal to accejil any leasonable amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Of the Opposition F 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Any side if it is leasonable. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE I On a point of ex]>lanation, Sir. As it is not 
likely that my amendment will have inueh luck to be accepted by the House, 

.1 rise just on a jHiint of explanation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \o\i cannot speak again on this amendment of 
yours. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: lust in explanation. One particular point was 
made in tlie debate— two imints in fact. One was that the Controller 
was 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will vou give us the right of explana- 
tion, Sir? 
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Mr> PRESIDENT: Mr. Bourne, you may say sometliing only on a 
point of personal explanation and not refer to the points raised in the 
debate. Let some member of your party speak on your behalf if you are 
very keen in offering your explanation. 

Mfi L« Pi Si BOURNE: I think it better that we leave the matter rest 
as it is. 

Mr. SULTANUDDiN AHMED: When the mover In IS ])een requested 
by the Minister in charge to withdraw his amendment, cannot the member 
he allowed to have his say. Sir? 

Mri PRESIDENT: Xo, he cannot even in view of the tact that he has 
been requested b> the Hon'ble Minister in charge to withdraw tlie amend- 
ment. He (‘ither witlidraws tlie amendment or sticks to it. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Orde r, order. The question before ilit‘ House is 
that in clause 10 of the Bill, after sub-clause (/), the following new sub- 
clause be inserted, namely; — 

“(7J) The fontroller may on his own initiative and shall on n‘ceipt 
of information from an interested jiarty that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account ot rent in (‘xcess of the standard 
rmit for any premises, by order in wilting fix the standai’d rent 
of any piimiises hnised or about to h(‘ leased h\ any landlord 
after such empiiiN as he may think fit”. 

The (jU(‘stion was ])ut and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdul Hamid ('howdhury will now move 
amendmmit Xo. 4(». 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a ixnnt ot order, Sii’. So far as this 
motion is concermMl it is (‘(>nm‘ct(‘d with oth(*r amendments of the Deputy 
Presidtml in ndation to clause 2 . . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhich motion? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Tin* motion which uni liav(‘ Just now 
called upon Mi. Abdul Hamid Chowilhury moAe, viz., Nos. 4b-47. 

Mr, ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: But 1 am not moving this 
aimmdmeiit 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In any case tht*re is anothei’ gmitleman 
along w'itli him; uni cannot escapi^ that resjxii'isibility ; he may move his 
aniendineiit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr Boy. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, can he be allowu^l to move his 
amendment just now because it is connected with amendments in relation 
to clause 2 of the Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: L et me examine the point. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This amendment is connected also wuth 
amendments Xos. 14, lb. 19, regarding “lodging liouse” which was post- 
poned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 th ink this amendimnit should stand over. Let 
us in the meantime examine whether it i'* out of order or not, iiecause in 
view of the fact that the House ha> already accepted the general principle, 
this will probably be out of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Yes, Sir, in that view let it stand over 
for the time being. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It will have to be considered in connection with 
amendments to clause 2. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Therefore, Sir, le.t it stand over instead 
of immediately rulinf^ it out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now Mr. Clarke will move amendment No. 48. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Shouy not amendment No. 47A come before 
mine ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This amendment of Mr. Rashid also 
should stand over as it relates to the “boarding liouse” portion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, this amendment is also connected witli clause 
2 and sliould stand over. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May I siif^gest. Sir, that all the amend- 
merits under clause 10 may stand over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, let (dause 10 stand over. Now we come to 
clause 1 1 . 

(la use 11. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The Select 
Committee* has deh‘t(‘d clause 11 altopi*ether. This is a lU'W" amcmdinent to 
clause* 11. VVh(‘n there is no clause 11 how can it he an amendmt‘ut under 
clause* 1 1 y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a new clause. It is a new clause pioposed by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir, it is a ni'W claiwe. 1 Ix*^ to move that 
the followiufi;’ n(‘w clause 11, he added: — 

“No distress warrant .sliall ha issued under (Imiiter VIIT (d the 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 18S2 and no jii-oct'ss under the ('ode of 
Civil Procedure. 1008, in (wecution <d decrt‘e passt'd t.r pfirii' th(*reunder, 
shall he issued, ('it her lor the attachment ol ])rop('ily or lor the arrest of 
any ti'iiaiu, in conm'ction with the recovery of tin* n'ut ot an> other ])r(*mise8 
situatixl in anv art‘a to which this Act may appK , unless thi* pi'rson apply- 
ing tor execution, when making his ap])li(*ati(>n, swears or attirms hy 
affidavit or otlu'rwise that none of the rent, in res]H‘ct of wdiich execution 
is a])i)lied foi- is irr(*covt*rable under this Act”. 

Sir, Here 1 find in line (I theia* is a mistake. Sir, the word “any’^ 
before tin* word “rent” in line 0 should he substituted with tin* Avord “three’^ 
and 1 hav(‘ read with this correction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes. you can do so. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I am trying to explain wliy thi.s clause is 
necessary. Objection has h(*en raised that this clause dot's not exist in the 
Bill, that this was omitted by the Select Committee and as 1 was a member 
of the Select (’ommittee i should not have moved an amendment. 
Unfortunatt'ly I was absent and .so 1 did not get any opportunity to express 
my opinion about it. With all respt^ct to tin* members of the Select Com- 
mittee I must say that this is a most important clause which should be 
retained. “No jirocess in (*xecution of a decree passed thereunder” — this 
is very important. Such safeguards are in vogue in many of the existing 
Acts in Bengal. This is a safeguard against recovery of irrecoverable dues 
by an unscrupulous landlord. My submission is tliat there are some greedy 
landhu'ds who may go to court and obtain a dec ree c.r parti' ami then in the 
claim the sums which are irrecoverable under this Act may be included and 
the court may not decide whether any portion ot the rent is irrecoverable 
in a t\r parte judgment. As the suit is decided c.r parte and there will be none 
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to point out if portion of the claim in illep:al. So such protection against 
fraud practised upon court is needed. So 1 move the addition of tliis new 
clause for protection of poor tenants. This safej^uard is tiie most important 
in this Bill specially owing to the fact that there is acute shortage of 
housing accommodation in Calcutta. AVe should give this protection to the 
tenants, AVith this end in view I move this amendment and I hope this 
will he accepted hy the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the following new clause 
11, he added : — 

“No distress warrant shall he issued under ChaptiM* A 111 of the 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 18S2 and no jirocess under 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in execution of a decree pass- 
ed r.r partr thereiimler, shall he issued, either for ihe attacdiment 
of property or for the arrest of an\ tenant, in connection with 
[the recovery of the rent of any premises situated in any area to 
which this Act may apply, unless the person applying for execu- 
tion, wluui making his a])]dication, swears or ulHrms hy affidavit 
or otlu'rwise that none of tlu‘ rent, in respect of whicti execution 
Is a]>i)lie(l foi‘ 1 '^ !rreeoverahlt‘ under this Act.' 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sii, I o]i))ose the amendment movtul hy 
Afr. Nur Ahmed, It is an unwarranted atttmipt on the ])art of the (lovern- 
ment party to ”ivt> juiisdietion into the hand^ of the Controller over the 
Presidenc,\ Small Causes Courts oi civil courts in Ihmgal. WhmK'Vei' a rent 
suit is hrouglit (‘veii if it is done umh'r the provisions oi ('ode of Civil 
ProceduH' o? under the jiiovisions ot tlo* Presidmiey Small ('aus(‘s Courts 
as in (’alculta, cei’faiii luh’*" aie to he rdisciviMl, In accordaiiei' witli thos(» 
jirovisioiis a summons has got to he issued on the tenants against which <1 
decree is (ddaiiierl ))\ the landlonl. li tin* tenant does not a]i))ear and a 
decr<'(‘ Is pasM-d it hecoiues (j /mrfc No jurisdiction should he givim to 
the ('out roller to ovtoride tin* d(*crees which an* jiassml hy civil courts as 
well as ])y tin* Ihesi(h*nc\ Small Causes Courts. Kven aller g<*tting a 
decree aoainst a tmiaiit tln*re are lemediivs which are oj»en to tly* t(‘nants. 
That lemedy is (hat as soon as tin* t‘Xecution is sought or a notice is issuial 
the tenant ma,\ re-ajijieai and apply tor’ n‘vival of the cas<‘ in the I’rt'sidency 
Small Cai]s(\s Court or in any other court alh‘ging that no summons was 
issued or served upon him ami again evidencr* is gone into to jirove whethei 
any summons was actually ser\«*(l upon tin* t(*nant If it is prov(‘d that no 
summoTLs was actually sei\ed then tin* court reviyes the original case and 
the t(‘nant is given an o[)portunity of filing hi* statement and his case is 
re-lieard and the whole tlnng comes in .igain, AVhy tln*n the Controlh*r 
should he giyeii tins powr'i when the t(*nan( lias so many remedies. In fact 
wliat is sought hy tlie (iovernnn*nt h(*r(* is to mal\(* the Controller a Fascist 
Officer giving him uncontrolled power to deal with ca‘^(*s hetween the land- 
lords and tenants. Here (ioveinnn*nl is trying that even yvhere the civil 
courts or Presidency Small Cause Courts exercise tlieir juiisdietion jiropei ly 
even tlieii they must he interfered with and even then flu* ])owers should he 
given to the Controllei to come in and interfere. Hen* again. Sir, there is 
another purjiose fiehind it. Now why c*omes m tlie ijuestion of swearing.*^ 
It is for the purpose of increasing tin* iev(*nue; it is tor the purposi* of 
indirectly enhancing the ri'venue to the ( if)vernment. hor no afliday'if can 
be filed without affixing a proper .>tani]» and the^ stamp that is necessary 
would be at least one rupee on each affidavit This also means prolonga- 
tion of the agonies of the lamllonl or agonies of the jiarties. of the landlfirds 
and of the tenants in the mattei of realizatimi of lent. Ihis was fliscu.ssed 
in the Select Committee hy us and after sfune Ihuiis diseus>ion yve came to 
the conclusion that this jirovision should he deleted and that the jiower of 
the Presidency Small Causes Court and the power of the T ivil Courts 
should remain in tact and that no power should be given to the Controller 
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to interfere in any way with the legitimate rights of the civil courts as 
well as the Presidency Small Causes Court. With these words, Sir, I oppose 
the amendment of my friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: I also rise to oppose this amendment. 
Sir, I would have been glad if Mr. Nur Ahmed would have come forward 
with an aineudiiieut of a different tvpe suggesting that at the time of filing 
the plaint the landlord must mention therein that the rent as claimed is 
not in excess of the standard rcuit. But he has not done that. But what 
he is asking in the amendineiil is after the ca.se is over at the time of 
execution of the decree, again the landlord has got to atfirm in an affidavit 
that ther«* has been no incieas{‘ in tlu' Tamt. That means, as Mr. Uas has 
said, an indirect way ol suggesting additional revenue to the (Jovernment. 
Mr. Nur Alnmnl miglit be thiaking that he is going to relieve the tenants 
by this aioendiJKMit. But that is not the case. Sir. This (ost will be 
realised from the tenant also because all the ex])enditure in the case will 
be realised by an order of the court, the tenant also having to hear the cost 
in part, and this will he an extra burden on the tenants and there is no 
safeguard to prevent it becjjuse the landlord who files a suite does openly 
eay that sucJi and such is the rent. It there is any objection by the ti'Uant 
he cun naturally at any time go to the K^nt Controller and file an objection 
that the rtuit d(Muanded is in (‘XC(‘ns of the standaid rati*. Theit*f()re the 

? [uestion of an atHdavit does not in any waiy hel]) (“ither the tenant or the 
and lord. With tlu;se words 1 opjio.se the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not understand why 
Mr. Das was so vehement in opposing this clause heiainse I find tliat it is 
only a (juestion of swearing an affidavit. The (k)iitroller has not at all been 
introducanl into this clause. This is also a power to he ex(*icised hy a 
party before the court, not before the Kent ( 'ontrolli*!-. This gives no 
power to the Kent Controller in addition. Then again, Sir, this is not a 
new provision. The same jirovision is there in tbe Calcutta Kent Act of 
11120. Exactly the same wmrding as section Id of the Calcutta Kent Act 
of 1020 wbci‘c It is laid down . .shall, when making liis ajiplication, 

ewear or alliini hy afhdavit or otherwise that none of the rent in respect of 
which cxtvulion is applied for, is irrec.overahle under this Act”. Exactly 
the same terms have be(*n introduced here. And this amendment, T feel, 
slioiild be accepted because this will have the elfect of jireventing illegal 
executions by the landlords hy c./ parte dccits's ol)tain(*d without the 
knowledge of the tenants hy snpjircssing- the facts and it is pi*rhaps wutliin 
the knowledge of my friend, Mr. Das, wdio is a lawyer how' these things do 
happen in rt*gard to other cases also not only with regard to rent cases. J 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that tlie following 
clause 1 1 be added : — 

“No distress warrant shall be issued under Chapter VIIT of the 
PresideiH’y Small (kuise Courts Act, 1882 and no process under 
the Code of (hvil Procedure, lb08, in execution of a decree pass- 
ed (\v parte thereunder, Nliall he issued, eitlier for the attaidiment 
of property or for the recovery arrest of any tenant, in connec- 
tion wuili the recovery of the rent of any premises situated in any 
area to which this Act may apply, unless the person applying 
for execution, wdien making his aj>]dieation, swears or affirms by 
affidavit or otherwi.se that none of the rent, in respect of which 
execution is applied for, is irrecoverable under this Act.” 

The question was put and a division taken with the lollowing result; — 

AYES— 32. 

Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 
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Mr. L. P. 8. Bournt. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Raiid Chou- 
dhury. 

Mr. Moazz'em Hossain Choudhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Eliahi. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Hague. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Aye'i iu*in<^ and tlio Noes 10 tlio nioHoii was agrotMl to: — 

ChiiKc 12, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 12 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I he^^ to move that for clause (h) of the 
proviso to su])-e]aii>se (7) f)f clause 12 of the Bill, the followinp;* be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

where tlie tenant has, in the case where ther(‘ is a contract the 

t('rms of which prevent him from suhhdtin^ the premises with- 

out the ('onseiit of the landlord, sublet 1 }h‘ premises in wliole or 
in n:irt without such consent unless Mudi consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that tor clause {}>) of the 
proviso to suh-clause (/i oi clause 12 ot the Bill, the followin^«l)e substi- 
tuted, name!} : — 

''{})) wIkmc tile tenant hu'^, in the cast* where then* is a contract the 

tt‘7ni'H of wliich prevtuit him from subletting’’ tin* premises with- 

out the (;onsent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in {)art without such consent unless such consent has been 
iinieasonahly withheld, or”. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, Mr. Kashid has not cx])lained what he means 
by “unreasonably witiiheld”. The (piestion is that a tenant finding it 
inconvenient at any time may in order — tor whatever reasons to oppress the 
landlord — here the qiiestion^if landlf)rd not oppressing tin* tenant comes in — 
sublet the place to another i)erson whom he likes and derives a profit out 
ot the transaction at tlie cost of the landlord. Mr. Kashid very conveniently 
puts in that there should not be any validity of even a written contract, I 
think he is ashamed now he has moved hii amendment. (Mr. Abdul 
Kashid: No.) AVell, it anybody can explain the words “unreasonably 
withheld” we .shall have no he.sitation in accepting this amendment. But 
unles^ we are (juite sure of what he actually means by this word 
*‘unreasonahly'’ and tlien the word “withheld’’ I do not think any member 
should accept this amendment. 

Mr. MOHD. TAUFIQ: Sir, I rise to .support the amendment moved 
by Mr. Kashid. T will explain the word “unreasonably” which has been 
objected to. It is the custom in Calcutta that the landlord gives his house 
to a tenant and the tenant sub-lets it in parts but now-a-days due to the 
profiteering business whenever a landlord gets a chance he tries to oust 


Mr. Latafat Hotsain. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul LatIfT. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea. 
Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Taiukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvj Wahiduzzaman. 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 

NOES— 10. 

Rat Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 
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S/he tenant and himself lets it in parts. It is said that the tenant by snb- 
letting will reap the benefit out of it and why should he alone be benefited? 
It is not correct. Everj^ sub-tenant has also got the right to approach the 
Controller and say that the original tenant is charging higher rent and the 
Controller can remedy it. So there is no question of the tenant or the 
landlord profiteering. The suh-tenant also can approach the Controller and 
say that the original tenant is charging undue rent. The question of 
oppressing the landlord doe^^ not arise. With these words I support the 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I would op])ose this amendment. Sir, 
as it implies that Iheri* is no saiictity in the contract. Tliere is a contract 
entered into between the landlord and the tenant under the terms of which 
the tenant is j)revented from sub-letting the ])remises without the consent 
of the landlord. Now tliat sanctity of tin* t(‘rm^ ot such a contract is sought 
to be violated by this amendment indirectly, by an indiiect attack on the 
contract, inasmuch as it is stated at the (‘nd of tliis amendment “sublet 
the premises in wdiole or in part without such consent unless such consent 
has been unrejisonably withludd.” The qu(‘stion of A^itliholding consent 
reasonably or un]'(*asonably cainnot and do<*s not arise when there is an 
express contract h(*t-W(‘en tht* tenant and the landlord b\ the terms ot which 
[the tenant is jucvented fiom sub-letting the pimnises. In this view ot 
the matter, Sir, I opjiose this amendment. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I rise to sup]iort tliis aintuidnitm t. Many 
tenants are placed in V(‘ry great difliculties due to tlie tact that tlie>’ are 
unabl(‘ to oldain the sanction of tin* sujiei'ior’ landloids to sub-let and in 
conse(im*nc,e they may be in danger of losing ^xis^cssion ot their premises. 
The main iioint on whudi we jihua* oui- suppoi I is this th.it a landloid doe'- 
unreasonably withhold this ])ermission and tin* leason tor doing so is tpiite 
often only too obvious and that is to get rid ol tlu' tcuiants \\ ho have bt'en 
in jiossession for a long time so that he can quite iiossihly obtain vt'r_\ much 
largtu’ rents fiom t(Miants who will not bring lh(‘ matter to tln^ notice' (d 
(lovernuH'nt or to the Ibmt ( 'ontiolh'r. With th(">e words. Sir, 1 sujipoi t 
the ameiidnu'nt. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I ris(' to oppose this aim'iidment. 
What does tin* amendm(*iit meany It nu'ans that tin* move'r \\.mts to ei'cate 
anotlu'r (*lass of ]a*oj)h‘, Idiere* is alread\ a class known as “tenants" and 
thei'e is a class “landlords". 'J'he anu'ndment that has b(*<'n sugge'-te'd by 
Mr. Abdul Uashid seeks to create anotlu*!’ class of ])eoph* as “miehllemen" 
or a tenant having the status of a landloi’d b;s sub-letting tin* house*. Why 
do you agree* to create* a ne‘\v class, jute as there is the* /o/ce/nr class among 
the landlords y You want te> kill the zaitinidnrii s\ste*m and also the 
jofcdnr e'lass but here yem want to cr<*ate anotlu'r (lass ju^t as there is 
another class, nam(‘l\, that of jolcdar.s in the zaunndary s\ste'm. Why 
I oppose this ame'ndme'nt is this: we* lind that tln'ie ma^ be in a flat tliree 
or four I’ooms, one balh-roemi and one* kitcht'ii, Ifut if the tlat sub-]t*t and 
divide'd, then Avhat happe*usy It will suicl.\ hapiie'U that the m‘\\ tenants 
will not ge*t any prop(*i- kitclu*n and otln'i things and lln',\ will go to the 
Rent Controller and say “Provide us with all these things" and tht'ii what 
will hapjx'iiy The lamllord will have to sptMid — loi' g(*tting tlu* same amount 
of money as r(*nt -a huge* sum and at the same time* (lovernme'ut will not 
supply him with an\ pipes or cement or other building materials at 
controlled rate*s, and he will have* to get all these* in (he black market. — ot 
course I do not say that tlu* Parliame*ntar\ Secretary dot*s reall\ \\ant to 
hel}) the* black marke't — tor tlu* ere*(*tion ot ^hes^‘ things ])ut at the same* time 
tliey do not rele*ase all these* building materials, ct*ment and jiipes. e*tc.. and 
they want a new class ot men to be put in the position ot landlords who will 
have to do all tlu*se things. Suppose a drain system could stand its use 
by 10 persons only and if a tenant with u membership ot ten sub-lets the 
house to have a profit out of it to another person who has a family of ten 



1947 .] 


CALCUTTA KEXT BILL, 


181 


persons also, then the drainage will not work properly, and the tenants will 
get diseases of all sorts and still you want to help another class of people 
earning something by unfair means. I would not have mentioned all these 
jthings but I know that even responsible persons in the Controller's office — 
I will not name anybody here — but members of -the select committee had 
discussed the matter and found that there are (juite a large number of persons 
who are earning a huge lot out of this sub-letting business. The main 
purpose of the cojiimittee was to stop this. If a tenant does not for some 
reason want more than two rooms, let him leave the otlier rooms to the 
original landlord and let the landlord divide the piemises and let it at the 
rate of rent which will be fixed by the Controlbu-. But please do not allow 
this amendment to be carried. It would be doin^ mjuiy to the public 
health of this city for maintaining all these things. If you allow another 
clas.s of landlords to grow up in pla(‘e of tin* original landlords that will 
create more trouble and confusion and I dale say imui who have got means 
and intlut*nce will g'o to the Controller’s office and g('t this and that done. 
We want the j)eoph‘ to live in ])eace and hap[)il> . (“Ileai-, hear” from tlie 
Eiiroiiean group) Sii, I h(*ar tin* words “lu'ar, In'ar” from the European 
benches. J nM,\ sa\ that inan\ of m> Kuro]K‘aii trieinls are in possession of 
lented houses aiul the\ are (*arning a huge Ini ot mon(*\ by sub-letting, and 
because then' interest is M'lvi'd b\ tin* passing ot this ameiidnient the\ are 
.supporting It. By this ameinlnn*nt you will In* ei’eating a hell in the city 
of Caleutta which in r(*>]>eet ot health is going from bad to ANorse. 

Mft SATISH CHANDRA SEN! I legri't that 1 have* 1i) differ fi’om my 

lrn‘rnls nii this side ot tin* Hoiist- and to sU])poit the aiiieinlnn*nt , Sir, the 
})resent legislation is purely enieigein'v legislation and not ])ermain*nt 
legishilinn. M\ inends hav(* raised tin* (|Uestion <d tin* saiietiniony of the 
contJ'aet and that it will he violated it this jueia* ot h*gislation is jiassed. 
But, Sii, what are we going to do in this jnrtieulai legislation’:'' Is it not 
violating tie s;inetil\ ot eonti’act toi tin* purposi* ef pi'oteeling a class of 
people wlio on ai-eount ot a dearth of houst's is in gieat diiiienlties and there- 
fore (h'st'iwes ,ueh piotei'tion y Can we make any distinction between tlie 
ease of a h'ssee and tliat of sub-lessei* in this malt(‘r Both ari* i!» ditfieiiltie.s 
tor de.ntli oi lious(»s and r(‘(|Uire pi'oteetion. It we aeei*])! this aniendnn*nt 
])rot(‘et ion ioi tin* puipose of which this h‘gislation is going to In* enaete<l, 
will also he exteiidtal to a deserving class I think in ease of (*nn‘rgency 
when ]ie()])h* want such protection it must In* given. With these words I 
.sU])j)oil the nim'inlment. 

The Hon»ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 do not (piite follow the 
arguments of Mr. Xahar, because I do not .see bow this is going to lead to 
abuses wliieh this Bill is trying to stop. I do not think tm‘re is any I'ooni 
for such abuses as amph* juovision has been made lo stop sindi abust^s and 
I do not (‘onsider that so much argument was necessary in sujiport of this 
amernlnieiit. I support the amendment, and 1 hope the House will ai’cept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Tin (|iHstion la*foie the Housi* ir, that for clause 
t/o of the proviso to sub-clause (7; of clau.st* 12 of the Bill, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

{h) where the tenant has. in the ca.se where there is a contract tin* 
terms of which pi event him from subletting tin* premises witlo 
out the consent of the Itirnllord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part witiiout such consent unless sucli consent has b(‘en 
unreasonably withheld. oC’ 

The motion was put and agreed T(.. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Theie are seveial a nernlnients —amendments o9 to 
<2 — which fall through because of the acceptance of this amendment. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY; Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso to sub-clause 
{J) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of paragraph 
(<;), namely: — 

‘*or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages or'\ 

Sir, it is a very simple amendment. Clause (^) reads as follows: — “Where 
the tenant has been guilty of conduct which is a nuisance or an annoyance 
to occupiers •'of adjoining or neighbouring premises”, but Sir, the question 
is how he can be found guilly of the conduct or how he can be a nuisance. 
Even if he is found guilty in that way by the occupiers of the adjoining 
premises, there is noiliing to prevent him to be a nuisance to the landlord 
or even to the building and in many cases it will be found that when 
damages are caused to the buildings by tenants they refuse to repair it and 
shoke the responsibility on to the landlord. Now, Sir, when this Bill will 
be in operation the (yontroller would have the ])Ower within 14 days to ask 
the landlord to rei)air such damages caused by the tenants. There is no 
provision to make an enquiry as to who caused the damage. There should 
be an enquiry and on enquiry if the tenant is found to liave caused the 
damage he should be made liable for such repairs as would be necessary, 
and in case he refuses to repair such damages tlien that should come under 
what is termed guilty of conduct which is a nuisance or an annoyance to 
occupiers of adjoining or ntughbouring premises, or has wilfully or negli- 
gently caused damages to th(‘ premises and refuses to re])air such damages, 

or “ This should be tak en as one of the reasons for the landlord to 

apply to the court for ejecting the particular tenant and for this reason 1 
have put in this amendment. As explanatory to this 1 have put in amend- 
ment No. 100 which will give an idea as to how these damages can be 
assessed. Now, Sir, landlords have been found to Ix^ criminals and their 
only crime is that the let out buildings and it is tin* desire that they are 
to be penalised in every way, short of being sent to jail. They are therefore 
to be put to all soils of troubles. This amendment at least removes one of 
those troubles of th(‘ landlords, iianndy, that of Ixdng hauled up for repairs 
at once or^b(*ing made ies])()nsible for a heavy sum of money as penalty or 
even forced to pay exorbitant chargivs on account of repairs for damages 
caused by his tenant — to be fixed by th(‘ Controller. I think. Sir, this simple 
amendment will be accejitcxl by the lloiCble Minister in charge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Am endment moved that in the proviso to sub- 
clause (7) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
paragraph (r), namely: — ' 

*‘or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages, or”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by my friend, Mr. Boy. It is so very reasonable that I should think 
that even the opposing side which opposes everything that comes from this 
side should cease opposing this time. Here the tenant causing damage 
either wilfully or negligently^ should be asked to repair and it will be highly 
improper if that damage is to be repaired by the landlord. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; On a point of order. Sir 

(Mr. Clarke also rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, Mr. Clarke. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY; Mr Nur Ahmed has 
risen on a point of order, Sir. Is it a point of order, Mr. Nur Ahmed? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Y es. Sir. I beg to submit that this amendment is 
not in order. This amendment is in connection with paragraph (b) of 
proviso of sub-clause (7) which has been omitted. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: We are dealing with (e). So, it is quite in order. 
Yes, Mr. Clarke. 

Mfi C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting Mr. Biren 
Eoy’s amendment. It is a very useful amendment and I think he has 
argued his case extremely well. With these few words I do support the 
amendment that is now being made. 

The' Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. I think the amendment of 
Mr. Eoy is unnecessary in view of the provision that is already there in 
12(i)(a) “Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply: — 

(a) Where the tenant has done any act conirary to the provisions of 
clause (m) and clause (o) or clause (p) of section 108 of the 

Transfer of Property Act, 1882 ” This covers all the 

cases of damages, wilful or negligent. I think Mr. Eoy will not 
be able to give one instance which is not covered by this Act. 
So I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the proviso 
to sub-clause (i) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
end of paragraph (c), namely: — 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages t() the iiremises and 
refuses to repair such damages or“. 

Question was put and a division called. (Wlnui the Division bell was 
ringing.) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order. Sir. Is it in order for him, I 
mean Mr. Sen. to coiik* and sit witli us but vote* against usP The Govern- 
ment Benches are on that side; we are in Opposition. He is crossing the 
floor several times. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is all right. 

A division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 12. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr, Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

NOES— 24. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. Hosain. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. Mr. Latafat Hosiain. 

Mr. Reaiuddin Bhuiya. Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Kban Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Choudhury. The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea. 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chaudhury. Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. Mr. Satiih Chandra Sen. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. Dr. Kasiruddin Taiukdar. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazai Eiiahi. Mr. Md. Tauflq. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahlduzzaman. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hague. HaJI Md. Yusuf. 

Ayes being 12 and Xoes 24 the motion was lost. 

Mr, NUR AHMED; I beg to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following 

(At this stage Mr. x\bdul Eashid went to Mr. Nur Ahmed and spoke 
something to him.) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order. Sir. Is it in order for 
Mr. Eashid to go over to Mr. Nur Ahmed and make suggestions? 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Laiit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. E. D. Ooyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: He is a member of his own party and there is 
nothing wrong in making suggestions to him. I do not see any objection 
to it. 


Clause 13. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
iollowing be substituted as clauses 13, 14 and 13, namely: — 

13. F>uif or proceeding for eviction not to he instituted and possession 
4)f prc/tnises not to hr recovered vnthout previous permission of the Controller 
in certain cases. — (7) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant 
in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom in which 
any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (1 ) 
of section 12 has been taken as a ground for sucli eviction shall be entertain- 
od by any ('ourt unh'ss the landlord has been permitted by the C-ontroller 
by an order in writing under sub-section (3) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before sucli Court proof that such permission 
lias been granted. \Cf. The Calcutta House Kent Control Order, 1943, 
paragraph UA and 1h(‘ Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, paragraph 
lOA.] 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 
possession of any yiremises lor eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree 
or order for the n‘Covery of yiossession of such premises has bi'cn made before 
the date of commencement of this Act on any of the groumls specified in 
clause (c) of tin* proviso to sub-paragra])h (/) of yiaragraiih 9 of the Cal- 
cutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, or in clause (e) of tin* ])roviso to sub- 
jiaragraph (/) of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent ('ontrol Order, 
1942, but the ])OSS(*ssion of such premises has not been recf^veiisl from the 
tmiant, the exi'cution of such deiuec or ordiu* shall In' sta.Ncd until the land- 
lord produces Indore the Court by which smdi decn'c or oiilci nia> bt* 
executed or in whiidi such (‘xecution is pending, as the case imiy be, proof 
that he was Tn*rmittc‘d by tht' (jontroller ajipointml under the ('ah utta Housi' 
Rent CAtitrol Order, 1943, or the Bengal Flousi' Rent ('ontrol (Jnler, lfl42, 
as the case' may In*, to institute such suit or jiroceeding or to ju'osi'cute sucli 
suit or proceeding or to recover possession ol such jiremises ]>> the execution 
of such decree or order or that he has been ])erinitted b\ the Controller b\ 
an order in writing under sub-section {3) to recover possession ol such 
premises by the execution of such decree or order. 

{3) A landlord wlio desires to obtain from tin* Controller, — 

(n) any order referred to in sub-section (/) permitting him to institute 
a suit or proceeding referred to in that siib-seidion against a 
tenant in possession ol any preniisi's for evicting such tenant 
therefrom, or 

{h) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him to recover 
jiossessiou of the premises in respect of which any decree or 
order referred to in the said sub-section has been made by the 
execution of such decree or order, 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on receipt 
of such application, the (\>ntroller, after giving the tenant in pos.^ession of 
the premises an o])portunity for showing cause against the a])plication and 
after considering all the circumstances of the case, is ^atisfied, — 

(f) in the case reierred to in clause (<7) that there is sufficient cause to 
hold that an\ of the grounds specified in clause {d ) of the proviso 
to sub-section (!) of section 12 which has been taken by the 
landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in such suit or 

■fkrrirxiArl i n f>* Aviefe anrl 
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(ii) it the case referred to in clahse (h) that it is a fit case for the 
landlord to recover po'ssessidii of the premises by execution of the 
decree or order referred to in that clause on any of 'the grounds 
referred to therein on which such decree or order has been made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any order 
referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to deliver 
possession thereof to the landlord. 

14 . Suit or proceeding for eviction for non-compliance with the provi- 

sions of the Act as to payment of rent. — (1) No suit or proceeding by a land- 
lord against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom, in which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the 
payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the time specified in that 
behalf in this Act has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be 
entertained by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the 
Controller by an order in writing under ^iih-section {2) to institute sucdi 
suit or proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. [67. The Calcutta Hfuise llent Control Order, 
lb4d, paragraph 9B and the Bengal Uou.se Bent Control Ordei', para- 

graph IDA.] 

(2) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller an> order reierred 
to in sub-section (7) permitting him to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any pnunises for 
evicting such tenant tlierefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that b^ialf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, alter 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the application and considering all the circumstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant 
in respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
the manner in which a deposit of rent is required to be made under sub- 
section (1) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller .shall, after recording 
his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
('ontroller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also afler 
recording his reasons in writing, make the order applied for. 

15. Stay of suit and proceeding for eviction of a tenant pending appeal 
against order permitting landlord to institute or prosecute such suit or 
proceeding . — Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 
against an order of the Controller under sub-section {3} of section ID or 
under sub-section (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit 
or proceeding in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub- 
section {3) of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any 
premises by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connec- 
tion with such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, 
shall he stayed during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of 
such appeal" being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has 
been instituted or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree 
or order is pending, as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal 
has been presented. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent f’ontrol Order. 1943, 
paragraph 9D.] 

20 



m CALCUTtA RENT "BILT. [25th Feb,, 

Sir, by this amendment I want td^lfestore the clauses which were in the 
original bill. These three clauses have been omitted by the Select Com- 
mittee and a new clause has been substituted by the Select Committee to 
cover all these three clauses. These clauses, particularly 13 and 14 relate 
to the procedure as to how to get permission from the Controller and I think 
that was a very easy and less costly procedure, advantageous and convenient 
to the landlord and also to the tenant and it was less costly at the same 
time. Now the procedure whicli has been provided in the bill by the Select 
Committee will prove very costly and very much harassing and obstructive 
to the tenant. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. The question is that there 
are many amendments to clause 13 and Mr. Ahmed is pitting in clauses 13, 
14 and 15 all together in one amendment. Is this in order, Sir? He can 
put in 13 first and carry on with it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that is quite in order. He can move his 
own amendment and if his amendment is carried the other amendments will 
fall through. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: We have taken up clause 13 and not 
clauses 14 and 15. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Niir Ahmed is not moving amendments to bill 
clauses 14 and 15. He has moved an amendment to hill clause 13 only, to 
replace it by his suggested clauses 13, 14 and 15. He has simply said that 
such and such he substituted for hill clause 13, Yes, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As i was saying Sir, this will he advantageous 
both for the tenant and also for the landlord and my amendment seeks to 
simplify the procedure and to provide safeguards for the tenant. So I 
commend my ainendment for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Ainendment moved that for clause 
13 

The Hw’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I would request Mr. Nur Ahmed 
to withdraw his amendment in view ol the Government being prepared to 
accept the ameiulments to he moved by Mr. (4arke on this clause. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In vi«*w of the statement made by the Hoirhle 
Minister 1 heg leave ot the House to withdraw this ameiidim'nt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In an y case I have got to place it before the House. 
Now tlje house is in seizin oi the amendment. Mr Nur Ahmed has moved 

it. 


Amendment moved that for clause 13 of the Bill, the follow'ing he substi- 
tuted as clauses 13. 14 and 15, namely: — 

13. Suit or proa ('<{ ing for eviction not to he instituted and possession of 
premises not to he recovered without previous permissi<pn of the Controller 
in certain eases. — {1} No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant 
in possession of aii> premises tor eviction of such tenant therefrom in which 
any of the grounds specified in clause {d) of the proviso to suh-sectioii (/) 
of section 12 has been taken as a ground for such eviction shall he entertain- 
ed by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the Controller 
by an order in writing under sub-section (d) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such permission 
nns been granted. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 11)43, para- 
graph 9A and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, paragraph lOA.] 

(^) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 
possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree 
or order for the recovery of possession of such premises has been made 
before the date of commencement of this Act on any of the grounds specified 
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in clause (c) of the proviso to sub-p9!^ffg1*paJi {!) oi paragrapli 9 of tiie Cal- 
cutta House Rent Control Order, 19ft, or in clause (<•) of the proviso to 
sub-paragraph (1) of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 
1942, but the possession of such preiuises has noi been rec<>.vere(] from the 
tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed until the land- 
lord produces before the Court by which such decree or order may be 
executed or in which such execution is pending, as the case may be, proof 
that he was permitted by the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House 
Rent Control Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
as the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to prosecute such 
suit or proceeding or to recover possession of such premises by the execution 
of such decree or order or that he has been permitted by the Controller by 
an order in writing under sub-section (3) to recover possession of siicu 
premises by the execution of such decree or order. 

{3} A landlord who desires to obtain from the (Vmtroller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (7) permitting him to institute 
a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub-section against a 
tenant in possession of any premises for evicting such tenant 
therefrom, or 

(h) ady order referred to in sub-seetion (2) permitting him to recover 
possession of the premises in res])ect of which atty deiuee or order 
relerred to in the said sub-.section has been made by the execution 
of such decree or order, 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that indialt. and if, on receipt 
of such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession of 
the premises an opportunity for showing cause against tli(‘ application and 
after considering all the circumstances of the ease, is satisfied, — 

(/) in the case referred to in claii.se (a) that then* is sutlicient cause 
to hold that any of the grounds specified in clause (^) of the 
proviso to sub-section (/) of section 12 which has been taken 
by the landlord as a ground for eviction of tlu‘ tenant in sucdi 
suit or proceeding exists, and 

(ii) in the case referred to in clause (/>) that it is a fit case for the 
landlord to recover ]K)ssession of the premises hy execution of the 
dec'iee or order reieired to in that clause on any ol the grounds 
referred to therein on wliich such decree or order has been made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satrsfied, lie sliall also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any order 
referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any ])remises by the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to deliver 
possession thereof to the landlord. 

14. Sutf or procccdiTiff for evicHov for non-coviplianre with the provi- 
sions of the -4rf ns to pnijnicnt of rcjit. — (/) No suit or ])roce(Hling hy a land- 
lord against a tenant in possession of any premises foi eviction of such tenant 
therefrom, in which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to 
the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within tlie time specified in that 
behalf in this Act has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be 
entertained by any Court unle.ss the landlord has been permitted by the 
(’ontroller by an order in w'riting under sub-section (2) to institute such 
suit or proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission lias been granted. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 
1943, paragraph 9B and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, para- 
graph lOAA.J 
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{2) A landlord desiring to obtain 'from the Controller any order referred 
to in sub-section (i) permitting bim to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that b^alf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the application and considering all the circumstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant 
in respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
the manner in which a deposit of rent is required to be made under sub- 
section (i) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
Controller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited the 
rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after recording 
his reasons in writing, make the order applied for. 

15. Stay of suit and proceeding for eviction of a tenant pending appeal 
against order permitting landlord to institute or prosecute sush suit or 
proceeding . — Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 against 
an order of the Controller under sub-section {S) of section 13 or under sub- 
section {2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (J) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises 
by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection with 
such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be 
stayed during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of such 
appeal being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been 
instituted or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order 
is pending, as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has 
been presented. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, para- 
graph 9D,J 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave to 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw his amendment? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS and Mr, SIREN ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It has been objected to. So it will be put to the 
vote. 

The Hon’bta Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, it may be put to the 

vote and Government will have to vote against it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: To save the time of the House I need not read the 
amendment again. 

The question before the House is the amendment No. 79A of Mr. Nur 
AVimed. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Nur Ahmed your amendment is 
lost. Come over to our side. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I think we better stop here today. The House 
stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 26th 
February, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The following^ members were absent from the meeting held on the 25th 
February, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(3) Mr. Mungturain Jaipuria, 

(4) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(5) Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(6) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobivsh, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pa'than, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(10) Mr. Biswanath Roy, and 

(11) Miss Ethal Robertson, C.S.P. 
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BENGAClEGlSLATIVE COUNCIL {ABATES 


First Session, 1947-— No. 11. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 26th February, 1947 at 2-15 p.m. being 
the eleventh day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(^)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasa'd Singh Roy, k.c.t.e.) was- 
in the Chair. 


Programme of Business. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD : Sir, nia\ I (]raw your attention to 
the programme of business that we have received up to now which shows 
that there will be business on the 3rd and 4th March and the House will 
adjourn and then again meet on the 10th March. 1 think members on both 
sides of the House are of the opinion that it will be convenient if the House 
does nojt sit on the 3rd and 4th so that members who come from mofussil 
will not be required to come again on 3rd and 4th and then again go and 
again come hack on the JOth March. 1 wu)uld request you to give us this 
recess. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdul la-al-Mahmud, my attention was drawn 
to this request yesterday but 1 regret to say that I did not agree with your 
views and m> it'U'^ons are these: We shall start the general discussion of 
the Budget from the 27th and there wdll be General Discussion ot the 
Budget on the 2iSth also and then w'e adjourn and take up the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget again on the 3rd and 4t}i March, that is on Monday 
and Tuesday next. Now, it is very necessary tliat the Bmlget Discussion 
should he cf)ntinuous as far as possible. It is a privilege of this' House to 
discuss tlie Hudget. This House has no right to vote on the demand for 
grants and it is assumed that Government will take decision on the Budget 
in jtbe light of discussion of the Budget here. 1 believe that the voting on 
the demand tor grants in the other place will start on the 12th March. So, 
it W'e post})one the general discussion of the Budget till 10th March we 
shall hardly give Government chance to consider the opinion expressed on 
the Budget in this House. (Mr. Biren Hoy: Do they ever take into 
consideration our views on the Budget Discussion?) (Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar ; That is a farce of a debate and therefore the general 
discussion of the Budget can be postponed.) Well, it is entirely for the 
House to decide that. I am just drawing your attention to the fact that 
it is a privilege of the House to discuss the Budget and my advice to the 
House would be to take the matter seriously, namely, the General Dis- 
cussion of the Budget. 

• 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We do not take the discussion seriously 
at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You should, Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is your opinion, Sir, and we may 
Lave our own opinion. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: However, I would suggest that the general dis- 
of the Budget should be continuous. If you postpone the discus- 
flion after 28th and Ihen take up discussion on the 10th March then there 
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will be a big g^ipl^ gap of one week and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
will not get sufficient time to base his reply in the other House in the light 
of the discussion here. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD : There will be time sufficient for the 
Hon’ble Minister to embody our views on the Budget in the course of his 
reply to the other House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it is not for me to press my views on you. 
1 am entirely in the hands of the House. It is for you to say wliat you 
want at the same time it is my duty to advise that the House should take 
the General Discussion of the iiudget very seriously and it is your privilege 
to criticise the Budget in a manner which would enable the Government to 
shape their ])olicy in the light of the discussion that takes place here. 
Personally, my opinion is quite contrary to the suggestion. May I hear 
Mr. Lalit (^handra Das’s views in this matter)^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have consulted the members of 
my party and they have no objection to postpone the discussion of the 
Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th ere is no question of objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Inasmuch as they are anxious to have 
holidays we do not stand in their way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the privilege of the ()p])Osition tu take part in 
the discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Tomorrow and tin* day after, we are to- 
discuss the Budget and these days are not aifected. The (iovt*rnment party 
is anxious to have holidays only on the next two allotted days, namely, the 
8rd and 4th March. To this wt* can possibly have no objection. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 also agree with the views of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: 1 oh ject to the j)roposal hetore ihe House. Peihaps 
it is one way of postponing discussion on the Ifudget on the secfJiid two 
allotted days. 1 don’t know it this postponement is to prove that discussion 
by this House is a “farce” as r<*murked 1)> an honourable member. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We shall have no objection to 
whatever is the desire of the House as a whole. If it w(»uld be convenient 
to the majority of members to have tlie Budget discussion postponed after 
the first two days debate tomorrow and the day after. Government can 
possibly have no objection. 1 agree with the views you hold and expressed, 
that it would be desirable from the point of view of the importance of the 
House to havt* the discussion, continuously for some days, but, for the 
convenience of the members if a postponement is desired we won’t object. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What about the Accounts Committee? 
We have not heard anything since about the constitution of the Account® 
Committee with this House represented on it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At present that is not before the House, 
Mr. Mazumdar. If it is the desire of the House that the Budget discussion 
should be postponed by ten days it is for the Government to alter the date® 
accordingly. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: On the 27th and 28th of this month, namely, 
tomorrow and the day after, ^ve are having the discussion. It is only in 
respect of the last two days we want a slight postponement. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Board of Agriculture, Veterinary and Animal Husbandry. 

61. Mr. C. MORGAN, (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state if he is 
aware — 

(?) that the term of office of the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry expired in August, 1946; and 

(ii) that the Board has not yet been reconstituted? 

(b) Is it proposed to reconstitute the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary 
and Animal Husbandry? 

(c) If so, when? 

(d) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries): 

(a){i) Yes. 

(ii) The Board has just been reconstituted as the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries with three wings, Agriculture, Veterinary and Fisheries. 

(h) to (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Will the Parliamentary Secretary let 
the House know what are the names of the members of the Board of Agri- 
culture already constituted? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot tell you that oti’hand. I have not got 
the list with me. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Ihirliamentary Secretary be pleased to state 
[that the Board of Veterinarv which expired in August, 1946 and since 
reconstituted cannot find a place to sit and cannot even house their office 
and is advertising for a place for the last one year and is it a fact that no 
landku’d is going to give a house to house this office on account of the 
rigours of tlie Itent (ontrol Order? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I have got no such information. 

Bengal State-Aid to Industries Amendment Bill. 

62. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'bl#* Minister in charge of th» 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a comprehensive Bengal State-Aid to Industries Amendment 
Bill was drafted by the la.st Ministry and even notice was given for its intro- 
duction in the Bengal Legislative Council? 

(6) Do the Government of Bengal propose to introduce a comprehensivo 
Amending Bill as promised by the last Ministry? 

(c) If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT^of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) and (h) 

Yes. 

(c) In the next Session. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What about a statement from the 
Hon’ble Mini.ster, Sir, in the matter of the tramway workers strike that if 
going on still? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to put a short-notice question 
as I must now pass on to the Calcutta Rent Bill. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: The Finance Minister is fortunately 
here and he may assnre us when he is coming forward with such a statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for him to say whether he is prepared to assure 
you or not. Let us now take up the amendments that were postponed on 
sub-clause (5) of clause 2. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards amendment No. 12 I do not think it 
arises in view of the fact that Nos. 10 and 11 were lost. Similar is the case 
with regard to No. 13. No. 14 therefore may be moved. Rai Bahadur 
Jogendra Chandra Ray. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA CHANDRA RAY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (r5) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house*’ 
in line 11, the words “let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Sir, there are two kinds of boarders, some permanent and others casual. 
Casual visitors visit the city for jmrposes of business, for purposes of 
pleasure or for teTuporary halt eri route to their destination. If a hostel is 
to serve the primary purpose of accommodating casual visitors the number 
of permanent visilors should not be allowed to be increased beyond a certain 
proportion; otherwise it will be very difficult foi* casual visitors to find 
accommodation. If this amendment is not accepted, it will give encourage- 
ment to boarders to get into a hotel ostensibly for temporary accommoda- 
tion and then take advantage of the Act and stick on to tlu* inconvenience 
of genuine visitors. I therefore commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause {6) of clause 
2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in lino 11, the words “let 
on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise in support of this amendment which is 
a very reasonable om* and I think the Ilon’ble Minister will find his way 
to accept it, because of the fact that, otherwi.se, as the Bill is being framed, 
landlords will try to take advantage of this ])y going into hotels and boarding 
houses a‘nd lodging houses and occupying all the rooms there, because that 
is the onl.\ way whereby they can have a ])lace where to lay their hands. 
But if this is done on a weekly basis, that may be 8to])ped. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to support the amendment. 
In the Delhi legislation on this subject a similar provision with regard to 
the hotels has been founj. In fact, unless these words are inserted, those 
who come and would like to stay in hotels will find it difficult for want of 
accommodation if all the seats in hotels, etc,, are occupied by permanent 
boarders, and the very purpose of hotels will be frustrated thereby. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
I do not see any reason why the rooms let on a monthly basis should be 
excluded from the oi)eration of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(5) of clause 2 of the Bilh after the words “lodging house” in line 11, Jhe 
words “let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

The motion Avas put and a division taken wuth the following result: — 


AYES— 13. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanablsh. 

Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar. 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. BIren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. BIrendra KIshore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 
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N0E8— 24. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne. 

Mr. Moezzem Hussain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mr E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Ayes being 13 and Noes 24 the motion was lost. 

Mr, C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 5 ) of clause 
2 of the Bill, after the words ‘‘lodging house” in line 11, the words “let for 
a period ot not less than one month” be inserted. 

Sir, this clause as it now reads is likely to prove unfair and dis- 
advantageous to travellers in transit and in inserting this amendment we 
seek to be more precise and definite in regard to the definition of “premises”. 
With these words, Sir, 1 commend my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House, 

o PRESIDENT; Amendment moved that in sub-clause (J) of clause 

^ of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “let 
for a period of not less than one month” be inserted. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. r azlur Rahman was saying something tt» the President.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, does this amendment arise 
in VK'w of the decision of the House on the ])revious amendment? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; We cannot follow what he is saying. 

• The Minister was trying to point out wlPether in 

® Kv the House on the previous amendment of 

Kai Bahadur dogendra Nath Ray, this amendment arises. That is the 
question; is it not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a thing in which there may be differences of 
opinion. I cannot disallow it. 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyod MuatzamuiMln 
Hutaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossafn. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerji. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 


•p CHANDRA DAS: I supporr this amendment of Mr. Clarke. 

But 1 tail to understand the logic why these gentlemen, the Europeans, 
went over to the other block while the House was voting on the previous 
amendment. Possibly, Sir, he wanted to have the honour seeing nis own 
amendment carried. Well, w'e will give him our unstinted sui)port to this* 
we do not grudge it. But still I would like to know from him wliether 
these words let for a period of not less than oae month” which he wants 
to be inserted by his amendment, qualify the word “lodging house” only 
or they also apply to “hotel, and boarding house”. Assuming that his 
intention is that these words should qualify all fhe three namely “hotel, 
boarding house and lodging house”, I have no hesitation in supporting him! 
At least by virtue of this amendment travellers from outside may have an 
opportunity of getting some accommodation in a hotel. With these words 
1 support him. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, I should like to 
3upport this amendment though the other amendment, No. 14, has been 
met, as whatever we get in the form of some advantage over the official view 
e should welcome it. The point here is whether anybody getting into a 
Doarding house for an hour or two is entitled to claim protection from evic- 
1 submit. Sir, that the law as proposed in this Bill would be so very 
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harsh and so very unreasonable that no sensible legislator should proceed 
on the terms which have been adopted in the final Bill. Therefore, though 
you may not restrict it to a weekly or daily basis, but at least those who 
remain at a hotel for a period not less !than one month should have the 
protection. Something is better than nothing. 

Now, Sir, what is the object of this protection? The object is that 
persons who are at a liotel or a boarding house witli the consent of the 
owners of the establishments for a period of at least one month, they and 
they only should have p)rotection because, obviously, they came to the 
boarding house for some business or purpose which would require them stay 
there for at least a month or more. If so, it would be unreasonable for 
owners of liotels or lodging houses to ask them to pay any amount at their 
pleasure. It is in order to prevent that j)Osition that Mr. Clarke has very 
wisely brought forward this amendment and I submit it is a very ver\ 
reasonable amendment and it should be accepted bj' the House and the 
Government; otherwise it would be extremely difiicult to find any room 
in any boarding or lodging house. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I feel that there is some 
misapprehension in the minds both of the mover of the amendment and of 
{the honourable member who spoke last. The question of eviction does not 
arise at all. Those who take a tenancy on a weekly, or daily basis or for 
ten days or a period like that, at the end of that period, their tenancy is 
terminated and therefore no question of eviction under clause 12 arises. 
Accordingly, this ground should not be put forward by honourable members. 

As regards 'the question of rent, that a hotel or a lodging house should 
charge as he likes, a person who is in need of accommodation. Take the 
case of a patient, who comes to Calcutta for treatment for two or three 
days. Now the hotel owner finding him in a ludpless condition would like 
to charge him very higli rates. Sliould this House allow the hotel-owner 
jto do so? Jt will be simply allowing the hotel-owner or owner of lodging 
houses tb exploit th(‘ necessity of the peojde. I point(‘d out on a jirevious 
occasion that nei^essity of ]>ersons should not be allowed to be exploiteil, 
and that is the main object of this Bill. Because theie is not sufficient 
accommodation there has been felt this necessit.> foi' a Jtent C’ontrol Bill. 
If you really go into the sjiirit of the Bill, tlieii I believe the House will 
agree with m<‘ that this amendment should not be pr(‘ssed. In this view 
I would a])peal to the honourable mover not to ])ress his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(rl) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line If, the 
■words “let for a period of not less than one month” be inserted. 

Tile question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 19. 


Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Lallt Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr, Satlsh Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra. 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 


Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. BIrendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 20. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirondra Lai Barua. 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhulya. 


Mr. Moazzem Hussain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Dutta. 
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Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhqi. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WahMuzzaman. 

Ayes being* 19 and the Noes 20 tlie motion ,was lost. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause (J) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “at vajiable rents at 
dilferent seasons of the year” be deleted. 

Sir, it ap})ears that tlie draftsman of this Bill has actually omitted to 
include the stalls iu a market as defined in clause (.XV) of section d of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, 192d, but then he has (jualified it by the words 
“at variable rents at different seasons of tlu' year”. It is extremely 
difficult at least for me to understand what dilf'erence does it make whether 
a stall is let out on a certain rent or at sonn‘ tolls, fixed or variable. All 
stalls are stalls and whether the lent will vary or not will depend upon the 
seasons, the demand and various other circumstanites which have got nothing 
to do with th(‘ principh‘ of control of rent. As we all know, these stalls 
are very often abandoned, have to be frequmitly inijiroved, altered and 
thert* are several oth(‘r factors which go to mak(‘ the stalls entirely dilferent 
from any room or any house that is let out from day to day or from month 
to month or from year to year. The })oint is that if yoii really want to 
exclude stalls why do you (pialify some like this “at variable rents at 
different M'a^ons oj the yeai” and exclude them only? I submit. Sir, that 
“stalls” ought to b(‘ excluded altogether without qualifying it in any w'ay 
whatsoever- and 1 will be vei'.\ anxious to hear tlu* Hon’ble Ministi*?- on this 
point as to what iiaiticular intt^rest i,'. there* to have the stalls (jualified in 
a way in which it has been sought to be elone in this definition, for the 
purpose of excluding tlio,s.e stalls only. As honourabh* members will readily 
pere'eive, there has never been any case with regard to these stall.-^ — at least 
1 have not come across any case* and I belu've it will be* the (*xperie*nce of 
other honourabh* members; tlH*r<* has ne‘ver been any comjilaint with 
regard to e'xaction by the marke*( owners eu eithers with regard to these 
stalls. d'he> are (*<nrying on business in the market and there is I'eally no 
guarantee that th(‘y would reall> attenel e*very market on every day or that 
the\ would stick to a particular stall tor all time to e‘onie. These* are in 
the nature ol tem))orar> occu]>ations and they sVtth* betwe*en the*mHelves 
and the market-owners what their rents should be*. I therefore submit', 
Sir, that it lias been ver> unwi.se* to ejualify Mee stalls by these words “at 
variable rents at different seasons ed the year". Now sujiposing you have 
got “at variable rents” without having that qualification “at dilferent 
seasons of the year” you can conceive easily that the rent is variable but 
that does not necessarily vary with the season.^ ; it varies with other circum- 
stances. But here stalls “at variable rents at different seasons of the year” 
they will alone be excluded. So 1 submit, Sir^ that these ijualifications 
ought to be removed and the clause ought to read like this “* ^ *, but 

does not include a stall let for the retail sale of goods, etc.”. That would 
be reasonable and that ought to be acceptable for the House. I therefore 
commend this amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (6) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “at variable rents at different 
seasons of the year” be delete<l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 oppost* the amendment, 
the reason being that a standard rate cannot be fixed for this kind of stalls. 
Take the case of a fruit stall. Now they have variable rents in the different 
seasons of the year according to the kind of seasonal fruit that is sold there 
in the stall and therefore as the rents are varied at the different seasons of 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoaaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 
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the year a standard rent for the year cannot be fixed for such stalls. With 
regard to the other stalls the same consideration does not arise and there- 
fore they are not excluded from the operation of this Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I support the amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You ought to have got up before the Hon’ble 
Minister replied. I will now put the question. 

The question before the House is that in sub-clause ( 5 ) of clause 2 of 
the Bill, the words “of variable rents at different seasons of the year” be 
deleted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. G. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (J) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, sanatorium, 
convalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at the end. 

Sir, I do not consider that this amendment needs any enlargement. The 
desirability is obvious and I do not think it is the intention of Government 
to interfere with arrangements relating to hospitals, sanatorium and like 
institutions or demestic affairs of residential clubs. The amendment 
improves this clause and I submit it to the House without further comment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The amendment moved that in sub-clause (J) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, sanatorium, 
canvalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at the end. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Sir, on behalf of this party I wholeheartedly 
support the amendment. 1 need not add any further woid. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : I support the motion 
As Mr. Clarke has very aptly said, this amendment does not require any 
elaboration, but still I would like to say a few words as to why there should 
be an amendment like this. In order to clear up the matter, let us suppose 
that tlierh are rooms in hospitals, paying rooms, wdiere a patient is allowed 
to stay on on payment of certain charges for the rooms and he gets medica; 
aid close at hand, and the (|uestion that will arise unless this amendment is 
accepted, is whether they do or do not come within the purview of this Bill. 
Would anybody like to interfere in this matter? I think the Hon'ble 
Minister will agree that those rooms should not be brought within th€ 
purview of tliis Bill. 

There is another question which is about sanatoria, convalescent homes 
infirmaries or n'sidential clubs; the same question wdll aris here, for they ar( 
sought to be deliberately excluded. Take, for instance, the residentia 
clubs. It is obvious that it is undesirable to bring them within the mischie: 
of the Bill. Now, Sir, what 1 would like to say on this is that Mr. Clark< 
wants to exclude them but does not include stalls and other things and [ 
room or rooms in a hosiptal, sanatorium, infirmary or residential club. . 
therefore support the amendment. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I support this amendment, th< 
reason being that the idea of this Act to give protection to certain cl a8< 
of people who want to live in Calcutta. But certainly it is not the inten 
tion that by giving protection to this class of people there should be certaii 
difficulties for the institutions which are being run on a different- basis 
Prom that point of view this amendment is very reasonable and I support it 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose this amendmen 
inasmuch as it is not necessary. If you refer to the definition given in th 
Bill you will find that “premises” means any building or part of a buildinj 
or any hut or part of a hut which is or is not intended to be let separatel; 
for residential or non-residential purposes” and then it says “* * * alsi 

includes a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house bu 
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does not include a stall at variable rents at different seasons of the year’*. 
Therefore the presumption is that these are not included as room or rooms 
in hotel, etc. This is one ground why this amendment is not necessary. 
As a matter of fact it is not the intention that the Rent Controller will 
interfere in these cases. But at the same time there may be difficulty if 
we expressly provide for it, because a residential house or a lodgii^ house 
may pass as hotel or sanatorium or residential club. It is very difficult to 
define what is a sanatorium and what is a infirmary and what is a lodging 
house. But where there will be a genuine case it will not come under this 
definition. In this view of the matter I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(J) of clause 2 of the Bill the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, 
sanatorium, colivalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at 
the end. 

The question was put and a division taken witli the following result : — 


AYES— 19. 


Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra. 


Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 
Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. J. B. Nimmo. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 23. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Syed Badruddoja. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Moazzem Hosain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Ayes being 19 and Noes being 23 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdul 1 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddln^ 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All KBan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif.^ 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

motion was lost, 
lid Cbcwdhury. 


Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: It stands held over as arranged 
the other day. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: We are on clause 2 now. We are considering 
those amendments which were held over the other day. 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Not move^. Sir. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I beg to 
move that in sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added 
at the end of paragraph (a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 j/er cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943.” 


The reasons for my moving this amendment are the same as I put for- 
ward before, namely, that the cost of constructing a house now is much 
higher at present than it was, say, 5 years ago. Therefore in the first place 
it would have been better if the buildings erected after 1943 had been, 
altogether excluded from he purview of this Act. I pleaded on this point 
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but that has not been accepted by the House. At least this much I want, 
in view of the tremendous increase in the cost of materials for building a 
house, that the increase over the standard rent should be up to 50 per cent, 
and not a mere 10 j)er cent. I liope that this amendment will be accepted 
by the Government. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
paragraph (a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 do not find ihiy justification 
for this amendment to allow an increase of 50 per cent, ovei- the rent for such 
a building in 1943, foi- fin* buildings (constructed after 1943, So I opjiose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The (|uestion before the House is 
that in sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
•end of paragraph {a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is that clause 2 
stand jiart of the Bill. 

The (piestion was put and agreed to. 


(louse V). 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, 1 beg to move that sub- 
claus(‘ (2) of clause 10 be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hoii’ble Minister desires that 
clause 10 and 12 should stand over, as he would like to reconsider the 
matter in the light of the pn'vious amendments. So h‘i this amendment 
fitand over, 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: All right. Sir 1 have no 
objection. 


(lou.<<e Jo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVe therefore come to clause 13. Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, before T move this amendment I ask the 
permission of the Chair and of the House to let me move my own amend- 
ment as -well as tlu^ amendhient No. 83A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But No. S3 A stands in the name of Mr. Abdul 
Rashid ! 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Yes, Sir, but I ask permission to move that 
amendment in conjunction with my own amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVh y not let Mr. Rashid move his amendment and 
you move yours as it is, so that while there will be one discussion on both 
the amendments, they Avould be put separately P But Mr. Rashid's amend- 
ment will be put first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: But a redrafted amendment 
^combining both amendments has been put in by Mr. Clarke. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Is tlie draft ready? Let me have a copy of it, 
(A copy of the re-drafted amendment was handed over to the President. ) 
Yes, that will do; it will make the thing much simpler. 

Mr. Clarke has redrafted his own amendment incorporating therein 
amendment No. 83A. that stands in the name of Mr. Abdul Hashia. I take 
it that there is no objection to Mr. Clarke moving his own amendment in 
an amended form. Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we have not got ainendmenl 
No. 83A or even the amended amendment of Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: 1 beg fo move that for clause 13 of the Bill, [the 
following be substituted, namely : - 

“13. {1 } No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 

possession of any premises lor eviction of such tenant therefrom 
in which any ot the grounds speidfied in clauses (h) and (d) of 
the proviso to sub-section {!) of section 12 has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction shall be entertained by any Court unless 
the landlord has been jiermitted by the t'ontroller by an order 
in writing under sub-section (*L to institutt' such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. 

{2} If in any suit oi- proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 
sion of any juemises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a 
decree oi' order for th(‘ recovery of jiossession of such premises 
has been made btddre the dat(* of commencement of this Act on 
any ot tlu‘ grounds specified in clause (r) of the jiroviso to sub- 
])aragraph (/i of jiaragraph 9 of thi' Calcutta House Rent t^ontrol 
Order. 1943, or in clause (o of the jiroviso to sub-paragraph {1} 
of ])aragrai)h 19 of tlu‘ Bengal House Rmit ('ontrol Oii-der, 194!J, 
but tlie possc's.'^ion ot Mich premises has not been recovered from 
the tenant, the execution ot such decit‘e or order shall be stayed 
until tin* landloiMl product's beiore the Court by which such 
decn‘(‘ or- order- ma\ b»* (‘X(*cuted or in whicdi such execution is 
])ending, as tlie cas(* ma> he, luoot that he was permitted by 
the Controller ap])ointe<l under the ('alcutta House Bent (Vmtrol 
Order-, 1943, or the Ih'itgal Ilousr* Rent Contr-ol Order-, 1942, as 
the case may be, to institiitt* sucli suit or proceeding or to 
prosecute such suit or pro(*eeding oi to rec-over jrossession of 
such premis(*s by the execmtion of such ilecree or order or that 
he has been permitted by the Controller by an order in writing 
under sub-section (2) to recover possession of such premises by 
the execution of such decree or order. 

(3) A landlord who desires to obtain froifi the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (7) permitting him 

to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against a tenant in possession of any premises 
for eviction such tenant therefrom, rir 

(b) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him 

to recover possession of the premises in respect of which 
any decree or order referred to in the said sub-section 
has been made by the execution of such decree or order, 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, 
on receipt of such application, ihe Controller, after giving the 
tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity for showing 
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cause against the application and after considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(i) in the case referred to in clause {a) that there is sufficient! 
cause to hold that any of the grounds specified in clauses 
{h) and (d) of the proviso to sub-section (I) of section 
12 which has been taken by the landlord as a ground 
for eviction of the tenant in such suit or proceeding 
exists, and that in the ease of suit or proceeding for 
<‘\ icti ):i () ' til'- si)ecified in clause {h) of the 

said proviso that the consent of the landlord to sublet 
the premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 
{ii) in the case referred to in sub-clause {h) that it is a fit case 
for the landlord to recover posscvssion of the premises 
by execution of the decree or order referred to in that 
clause on any of the grounds referred to in sub-section 
{2) on wliich such decree or order has been made, 
the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the Order applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, 
he shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make an 
order rejecting the application. 

{4) The Controller may, before making und(*r sub-section (J) any 
order referred to in sub-section {2) j)ermitting a landlord to 
recover possession of any premises by the execution of a decree 
or order, allow such time as he considers necessary to the tenant 
to vacjite the premises and to deliver possession thereof to the 
landlord.” 

Sir, we have very carefully considered the new clause which I have 
suggested in my amendment and w(‘ are ot o])inion that it is much more 
suitable than the original clause of this Bill. So having considered very 
carefully I place it before the House for its acceptance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amend ment moved that for clause Id ot the Bill, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

”13. (/) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 

possession of any premises for eviction ot such tenant therefrom 
in which any of the groumls specified in clauses {h) and {d) of 
the proviso to sub-section (/) of section 12 has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction shall be entertained by any Court unless 
the landlord has been permitted by the Controller by an order 
in writing under sub-section {3) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. 

{2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlonl against a tenant in posses- 
sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a 
decree or order for tlie recovery of possession of such premises 
has been made before the date of commencement of this Act on 
any of the grounds specified in clause (c) of the^proviso to sub- 
paragraph (1) of paragraph 9 of the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or in clause (r) of the proviso to sub-paragraph (/) 
of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from 
the tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed 
until the landlord produces before the C'ourt by which such 
decree or order may be executed or in which such execution is 
pending, as the case may be, proof that he 'was permitted by 
the Controller appointed under uie Calcutta House Rent Control 
order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, as 
tbft ensft mav be_ to institute such suit or nroceedinar Or tO 



prosecute such suit or proceeding* or to recover possession of 
such premises by the execution of such decree or order or that 
he has been permitted by the Controller by an order in writing 
under sub-section (3) to recover possession of such premises by 
the execution of such decree or order. 

^3) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — . 

(а) any order referred to in sub-section (/) permitting him 

to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against a tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom, or 

(б) any order referred to in sub-section (-i^) permitting him 

to recover possession of the premises in respect of which 
any decree or order referred to in the said sub-section 
has been made by the execution of such decree or order. 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, 
on receipt of such application, the ('ontroller, after giving the 
tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity for showing 
cause against the application and after considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(i) in the case referred to in clause (a ) that there is sufficienf; 

cause to hold that any of ih(‘ grounds specified in clauses 
(h) and (d) of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 
12 which has been taken by the landlord as a ground 
for eviction of the tenant fin such suit or proceeding 
exists, and that in the case of suit or proceeding for 
eviction on the ground specified in (dause (b) of the 
said proviso that the consent of the landlord to sublet 
the premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(ii) in the case referred to in sub-clause (b) that it is a fit case 

for the landlord to recover possession of the premises 
by execution of the decree or order referred to in that 
clause on any oi tlie grounds referred to in sub-section 
(^) on whi(‘h such decree oi* order has been made, 
the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the Order applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, 
he shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make an 
order rejecting the application. 

( 4 ) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any 
order referred io in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to 
recover possession of any premises l»v the execution of a decree 
or order, allow such time as he considers necessary to the tenant 
to vacate the ])remises and to deliver possession thereof to the 
landlord.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment. Mr. Clarke 
has practically put in what was in clause 1"}. It was hence a waste of 
time for the Select Committee to go through the whole Bill and draw the 
travelling allowances as usual and then come in with the support of the 
Government from behind to replace those clauses which were deleted in 
|he Select Committee. I do not know whether the Government did not 
know [their mind at the time when the Select Committee were meeting or 
they were playing with the time. ?5ow, Sir, there is another aspect of, 
the thing and it is this that the Controller has been made the Dictator in 
Calcutta in respect of the landlords renting their houses. But, Sir, I do 
not see any reason why his judgment should be preferred in preference to 
the Civil Court Judges. This is a kind of thing which we on this side of 
the House cannot only, not tolerate but cannot support it. For here when 
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we are trying to separate the judiciary from the executive, the Govern- 
ment is bent on gradually transferring everything to the hands of the 
executive and in spite or the fact that the European members supported 
us in this matter of transfer of the judiciary from the executive they are 
choosing another backdoor policy of handing over everything to the 
inefficient and corrupt exe*cutive officers, not even to executives properly 
appointed, much to the detriment of the landlords who have invested 
large sums of money to cater sufficiently to the needs of the tenants and 
where the Government has not come forward in any way in regard to the 
supplies of controlled building materials such as cement, iron, etc., to 
help or alleviate the difficulties either of the landlords or of fhe tenants. 
We, Sir, o])])ose this aniendment. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : I am sorry J have to 
oppose this amendment of Mr. Clarke. Mr. Clarke, it ap{)ears, was a 
member of the Select Committee. Of course he has submittetl a Note of 
Dissent no doubt. But then the Hon’ble Minister in charge who was 
presiding at the Select Committee meetings, it appears, did accept the 
Select Committee’s amendments. We find that the Select (Committee 
entirely omitted clause Id which contained this jirovision replacing it by 
another but also the two subsequent clauses 14 and lb dealing with this 
matter of decision by the Rent Controller. Now the first point that would 
naturally strike honourable members is this. What is the necessity of 
having the same matter tried over again once by the Rent Controller and 
then again by the Civil Court? If you think that the Rent Controller is 
an authority wffio should finally decide the fate of the landlords and the 
tenants, well, lot him have the final power to say whether a particular 
tenant should be ejected or not. Here 1 am not dealing with the ((uestion 
of fixing of rent. J am dealing with the question of eviction. If a land- 
lord actually requires the house for his own occupation bona tide and he 
wants the tenant to vacate and givt‘s the tenant a reasonable and legal 
notice to vacate and if the tenant })ersists in occupation what is the land- 
lord to do? The ordinary law' of the land is that he can claim eviction 
from the Civil Court. And this law says. No. IMu* jurisdiction of the civil 
court is barred until Mr. A, B, (', or 1) who may he tlie iortiinati' fellow who 
becomes the Rent Controller either in Calcutta or in the moffusil has ha<l 
his say. The landlord has to approach him and he may be dragged on 
with his application for d, 4 or b months at least if not more and the 
tenant also is to attend the Rent Controller’s office to put forward various 
pleas true or false. Both have to attend court, spend money over lawyers 
and other things when rightly or wrongly the Rent Controller decides one 
way or the other. Anybody who is dissatisfied goes up to appeal and 
there the* same process is repeated and another 0 or 7 months or perhaps 
more pass when the appellate judgment is received. So we merrily pass 

on for about a year in taking the Rent Controller's decision and to have 

the decision tested again by an appellate authority. Then we come to the 

civil court. If the landlord is fortunate enough to convince the appellate 

court that he has got the riglit of eviction because the premises are 
reejuired for his bona fide requirements for his own occupation. Then the 
case comes to the civil court and the tenant begins to argue anew, files 
written statements and contests that right of the landlord. This process 
goes on the appellate court and also in the High Court. Why do you add 
injury after injury? It you do not want that landlords should evict their 
tenants, because they wau*e intervened and it wu^s at some time difficult to 
obtain accommodation, and tenants should be the real m asters of the 
situation, tell us frankly that landlords should not eject their tenants up 
to the year I94fh We can ouite understand that. Let the landlords hold 
their souls in patience till tliat time. But why go through the farce of 
forcing them to litigation, causing them to incur expenses, trouble and 
annoyance? If that is your scheme, if that is thought fair and expedient 
by you, say so in so many w’ords and let the landlords and their tenants 
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after the year 1949 have their ordinary legal rights, but instead of doing 
that you practically do the same thing in another way. Even if the land- 
lord has got the right if he ultimately succeeds in proving to the satisfac- 
tion of the Controller as well as to tne satisfaction of the Civil C^ourt and 
also the High Court for the case can as well go up to that t'oiirt also, and even 
if he succeeds at all these places, he could not possibly get occupation or 
possession of the house till alter 4 or 5 years. The Law's delay is well 
known but even so I think further cause for delay is being inserted in 
between the landlord's rights and the civil court's decision and the Rent 
Controller’s decision. 1 do not for a moment understand the justification 
behind all this and as to how you could get better and quicker results by 
this amendment. If you have no faith in the civil court's decision, or if 
you prefer the Rent Controller’s decision, then make the Kent Controller’s 
decision final and exclude the civil court altogether. That we can under- 
stand but the process in wdiich legislation is going on in this House in 
this province seems to be that the intention of the legislature is not only 
to create difficulty both in the way of the landlord iind thefc^^ tenant but also 
to realise more court -fees and subject them to more and more litigation 
expenses and to harassment and embarrassment. 1 submit that this 
introduction of the Kent Controller for the purpose of forcing the land- 
lords to obtain his previous consent for the purpose of going to the civil 
court cannot be justified by any princijile or necessity or even expediency. 
Generally, Sir, if you had j)ut down certain principles which the Kent 
Controller would be bound to observe before he granted or refused permis- 
sion to sue then I submit the same principle t‘ould be enunciated for the 
purpose of guiding tin* civil court, namely, that under such and such 
circumstances a tenant could be ej(‘cted and under such and such circum- 
stances a tenant could not be (‘ject(*d. You can (unbody that principle in 
the bod> of the law and tell the civil court that it must act according to 
that, and if a civil court makes a mistake then the matter may be taken 
to a higher court. Kut why do you put in tin* Kent ('ontroller here 
unless you have some ulterior motives?’ Sir, 1 am very loth to impute 
any ulterior motives to the authors of this Kill or to tiie author of this 
amendment but 1 submit that unless there is some motive behind this, 
thmi \vli\ .III' > ou so ver\ anxious to biing in the Kent ( 'out rol hul' 1 can- 
not understand tor a moment what benefit the lamllord and the tenant will 
get by seeking the prtdiminary decision tiom the Kent Controller. It may 
be suggested that tlu' tenant might be saved from litigation exjienses in 
a civil court if the rent controller refused to grant permission but I submit 
that if really the landlord has got th<‘ right to sue under the ordinary law, 
the landlord can harass the tenant by litigation ^nd in many other forms 
and it is perliaps known to many honourable members that if a landlord 
is dishonest in spite of your law he can carry on litigation. You will 
have also to consider the honest landlords and h^mest tenants. In their case 
you ought not to bring in all this further complication by bringing in a 
Rent Controller and again the wa\ in which the provisions are sought to 
be enforced are full of complications. I would just refer you to clause 2 

in the first instance. Clause 2 of the proposed new amendment By 

the way. Sir, I would like to mention to you that w^e have not got a copy 
of this proposed amendment of Mr. Clarke liefare it was read out, and it 
was not circulated to us. It is rather an involved amendment and requires 
very careful consideration before we can do justice to the matter involved 
and 1 am saying what I have got to say. 1 submit. Sir, that in case of 
this sort of amendment though the (.‘hair has power to admit any amend- 
ment at any time 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have done it with the consent of the House and 
I did not exercise my power. I wanted to find out whether there is any 
objection to Mr. Clarke moving the two amendments together but there 
was no objection and I allowed it. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA HATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Is that so? I am sor 

I did not hear it as in that case I would have spoken about the difficult 
However, as I have said, it is a very complicated amendment and requir 
very careful consideration. What I would like to point out is that in th 
provision you are not satisfied with having obtained permission from |tl 
Itent Controller: you go further and do aw^ with the right of the lani 
lords under the Transfer of Property Act. Then, Sir, you do away wil 
the right of the landlords which they have obtained under a decree of a ci-v 
court; you impeach that also and even after obtaining decree you requi: 
him to go to the Rent Controller to have permission to execute the decre 
This, I submit, is one-sided legislation and it is not fair. In every legi 
iation we should look not only to the interest of one class, the tenant, bi 
also to the other class, the landlord. The first and foremost thing v 
should bear in mind is that both are honest and work on that basis, ar 
unless some special mischief is brought to the notice of the Controller th; 
in regard to certain acts of a large number of dishonest tenants or lan< 
lords certain rqpedial action is necessary, we should proceed on the bas 
that both landlords and tenants are honest. But demand of higher rent c 
account of scarcity of accommodation ought to be resisted. It can be doi 
by the Rent Controller but we should not venture into legislation whic 
would really ruin both the landlord and the tenant specially in tliis cit; 
[You ought to simplify the procedure. As I have suggested just now, th 
intervention of the Rent Controller for the purpose of having permission 
mischievous and unnecessary and therefore I am opj)Osed 1o the princip 
underlying this amendnjent and I hope that the House would reject th 
amendment and accept and proceed upon the Select Committee proposa 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would oppose tlie amendmei 
which has been moved by Mr. Clarke. In order to understand whether th 
amendment is reasonable or even necessary it is necessary that I shoul 
read out section Id as has been put in by the Select Committee that woul 
give a fair idea to the House regarding the procedure to be adapted in certai 
fiuits and proceedings for eviction of tenants. Section 13 lays down; — 

‘H3, Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for tli 
* time being in force in ever> suit or proceeding by a landlor 
against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction ( 
such tenant therefrom in which any of the grounds specified i 
clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (7) of section 12 or i 
which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to ih 
payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of sue 
premises to the full extent allowable by this Act has been take 
as a ground for such eviction, the Court shall at the first hearin 
of such suit or of the application out of which such proceedin 
has arisen, or as soon as may be thereafter, after giving th 
parties an opportunity of being heard and considering an 
evidence which they may produce, decide first if fhe ground s 
taken by the landlord for eviction of the tenant exists, and, : 
the finding thereon is sufficient for the final disposal of such sui 
or proceeding, may pronounce judgment or pass orders accordingh 
but if the finding is not sufficient for such final disposal, the Com 
shall adjourn the further hearing of such suit or proceeding fc 
the production of such further evidence or for such furthe 
argument as may bo necessary for the final disposal of such su; 
or proceeding: 

Provided that in the case where the Court finds that reasonable ground 
exist for non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to th 
payment or deposit of rent to the full extent allowable by thi 
Act, the Court shall before passing any decree or order for evh 
tion of the tenant on the ground of such non-compliance allo^ 
to the tenant such ’time as it may think fit fo pay to the landlor 
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or to deposit in Court tlie rent allowable by this Act in arrear 
to^^ether with such costs of the suit or proceeding- as nuiy bo 
determined by the Court, and shall not pa.s.s .such decree or order 

if the tenant pays to the landlord or depi)Mt.s lu Court such rent 

in arrear together with such costs within the time so allowed.” 

This is what has been put in by the Select Committee in place of that 
cumbrous procedure which was shown in the orij^inal clause —sections Id, 
14 and Id. In order to understand the suits or proceedin<is to b(‘ adojited' 
for the eviction of the tenant it is first necessary tor us to lealisi* on what 
g-rounds the tenants can be ejected. First of all I would draw the attention 
ot the House to clause 12 of the Bill. At the very outset it lays down a 

provision that there shall be no order for ejectment ordinai-ily to la' made 

if rent paid at allowable late. Now, the proviso says “That nothing in this 
sub-section shall apply, — 

{(f) where the tenant has done an;\ act conti‘ai\ to the provisions oi 
clause (m) and or (dause ( // ) oi section lOS of the Transfei 
of Property Act, 18S2, or 

[(//) A\hen‘ in the absc'uce ot any contract to the contrary the li'iiant 
has, without th(‘ consi'ut in writing- ot the landlord, sublet the 
j)r('mis('s in wlnde or in ]»art, or], 

(//) where tin' tenant has. without tht* consent in A\iiting- of the laiid- 
loril, subh't. OT alloNved any person otlu'i* than the landlord to 
enti'i into ]) 0 '^N('vsion ot, tin' premise.s in whole or in ]).irt, or 
coiit inuousl \ tor a ]>e!iod ot not les> (linn two months allowt'd 
the pr('mis('s (o lemain v.icant, or 

(M where the tenant ha-' been gu)lt> ot conduct which is a nuisaiu-e or 
an annoyance to ocen])iers ot ad|oining oi m'lg hboui mg- juemises. 
01 

( (/ 1 whei-c tin' pn'inix's aie bona fide leijuired h\ tlu' landlord eilln'r 

foi ])urpost's oi building- oi re-buihhng, oi tor his own gc(‘Uj>ation 

OT' tor tin' occu)»aTion ot an\ pel son t<M whoso bein'fit the ]uemises 
are held, oi' wheie tin' landjoid i-an show tins eaust' which ma\ 
be (h'c'iin'd >atisiactoT\ by the Coint.” 

Now. Sii, tliis ij, laid down in clause 12. Ilt'ri' \on will find that we 
lun'e laid em])hasis on the tact that tin' landloid is to show’ cause which is 
deemed satisfac tory bv the court. Is this ('onti¥)lh'r a coui-t r* \V(' dis- 
cussed this ])oint t'labotatcl\ in t fie Select Committvc' whetln'i- tin* (bntrolh'i- 
should be made a Dictator in all aftaii-'« lelatiug' to <h(' it'lations between 
the tenant and tin' landloid 1'hat was a nn jioint w c had a diseussnin 
on, and we had a talk on the ])iinci])le that, in the niattei- w In'rc' a dec ision 

is to be given with rc'sjx'ct to thc' final rights of the' landlorfl and the tc'iiant 

regarding eviction, the matter ought tc) rc'st with tin* court, foi- the Court 
is consiilered a far more re's]u'C‘lable and it'sponsible body than a Dictatoi' 
Controller who is recruited from the e.\ec-utive seivicc'. We have got, Sir, 
the conditions and we have got. Sir, the ciualificAtions that will be nc'ca'ssai'v 
tor one to be made a Controller. Now the (iovernment may have a set ot 
('ontrollers far inferior in cjualitications and in forc'sight, and, in the mattcj- 
of deciding case.s for inferior to the Judicial Ofticeis who are thc persons 
competent to pronounce a decision in cases of eviction. Sir, in redrafting 
clause 13 the Select Committee eliminated altogc'ther the Controller as wc* 
considered that there was no necessity to go to the (mntroller but as there 
■was a provision for a preliminary hearing we thought that we can conc-t*fle 
thus far that a preliminary hearing may be given by the court to both the' 
landlord and the tenant to decide whether a suit for eviction should procc'cd 
or not. We thought that the proper forum was the Court to avoid the 
unnecessary waste of money and time which the proposed amendment 
involves by bringing in the Controller before the Court. We decided that 
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tlie prelim in<ary liearirj^ will be j?*iven by the court and we ^^-ave it in sec- 
tion Id, We conceded that a preliminary liearinj^- ma\ be oiven by the 
court whether a just ground specified in ciau>.e (d) of section 12 exists tor 
evi(;tion of a tenant, and I hen only if the Court is satisfied, after giving a 
prfdiminary hearing to the landlord and also to the tenant aft(U‘ giving notice 
to the tenant in cases f>f‘ eviction, that no ground existed to evict the tenant, 
the court will reject the ai)plication of the landlord at once. And if the 
ground exists for eviction they will pi-ficeial with further hejning, etc. 
This is all provided in tht‘ Bill clause Id. But vvluit is pro])osi'd to lie done 
by tlu* proposed amendment of Mr. ('larke suggests that which the Hon’hlc 
Minister sitting on the oth(*r side is eager lo acce]it. Wdiat Mr. Clarke 
suggests is that tin* ('ontroller should sit head and shoulders ovei the court. 
A(;cording to him the (Vmtiolhw should be first aiipioaclied for a ciM-fificate 
wheth(‘r a suit will lie oi- not, whetluM- n*asonable grounds exists foi- hiinging 
in a suit un(h*r clauses (A) and (//} of section 12. llt‘ gives a htniring to 

both paities. Then if h<" is ph*as(‘d or if he can pleased he giants a 

certificate. What is that c(*rtificate dhe (certificate is — (io to the civil 

court, for (‘viciion. I ask — Wh\ go to the t'lvil ('ouitr' If you tiust voui‘ 

Conti’o]h‘r invest him with lull po\\(‘rs t.o decide a casi* one way or tin* other. 
Why this dubious way of asking a man to go to the t'ontrolhu- to (ditaiii 
a certificate and then diiect th(‘ landlord to go next to th(‘ court. Iteally, 
Sir, this is astounding. We, Sir, sitting here ai'<‘ labouring undc'r a greiit 
disadvantage and oui' suggestions, howinau- reasonabhc the,\ may bt‘, are 
rej(‘cted by a brut(‘ majoiity on the oth<‘r snh*. \V(^ are not to lie outvotixl 
by reason, fairn(‘ss or justict* but simpl\ by brute majoritv. (Mr. A iiDri.T. \ n- 
ai.-Maiim i; I) : Ibnison and justict* and faii'inxss i.s your inono|)oJy only.) 
Well, Sir, wait in ]>atienc(‘ and you will hear. This itunark came fiom 
your leader. M ?■. . 111110111 . and I am simply (juoting it (Mr. .V imi li, \ n- \r- 
MaiimiH): Yes, we have heard your arguimuit.) Y(\s, 1 am only ([noting 
your leader. But now to com(‘ back to tht‘ Bill and the aimoulmViit. Let 
us see how the matt(‘r stands now and under tin* re])ort of tin* Sidc'ct Lom- 
mitt(‘(‘. There we dis])(*nsed with th(‘ Bmit Coiitrolh'r altogethei in this 
matter. Wr jirovidt'd in the select committiac that the landlord who \sant(Ml 
eviction of his tenant should in the first placi' go to tlu' civil courl so th it 
the civil court should have a ])reliminary healing and if tin* court wtue 
sutisfiial after luaning both the landlord and th(‘ tmiant that just (‘ause or 
ground ('xistt'd it would accord permission lor the eviction. Whudi is tlu* 
better jirovision. Sir}" Wh«*th('r to go first to the ILmt Lontroller for a 
preliminary jXMniission to sue and tlien to go to the Civil Court tor s(‘tth*- 
ment of tin* mattt*r, or t(t let the civil court decide tlu* mattei‘ once for all 
without t^e int(‘nm‘diary of tile Bent ( 'ontrolh'r i-' We wanted to avoid the 
dubious ]irocedun‘ of s[)(‘nding mom\v as well as time wlum [uima facie just 
eaust‘ existed for eviction. Tlien, Sir, there is another (|iu‘er thing. If the 
landlord gets a decr(‘e he will again have to s(*(*k the permission of ilu* U«Mit 
Controller under sub-(dause (//) of the suggested amendment tor evicting 
th(‘ tenant, and the Contndh*r will hav(' to be satisfiial as to whether every- 
thing w'as in order Avhen a ]>revious eviclnm ordto- was ]ia^sed, that is. 
whether in jiassing the order of eviction the ])rocedure laid down in the 
Calcutta House Kent Contri^l Order, UHd, or tlie Bengal House Kent Control 
Ordm*, lh42, wais fullv observed. I submit that it must be presumed to be 
in order if the fact is tliat the order w*as ])assed by a competent court of 
com])etent jurisdiction. When a competent court of competent jurisdiction 
passes a decree of eviction it must be presumed that all the formalities of 
law' were gone into and that the procedure laid down in tht‘ law were full>' 
observed. The onus would now lie on the other side to [irove that it w’as 
not so observed, aft(‘r getting notice to do .so; and the tenant after getting 
fresh notice W'ill come forw'ard and say that in fact the [irocedure laid down 
in the two House Kent (’ontrol Orders of H)4d and 1942 were not observeii. 
And in this case the landlord will have to run again to the Kent Controller, 
and what for. Sir? Only for getting a certificate that everything had been 
in order. And if the Kent Controller is so pleased then and then only will 
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he come back to the civil court tor the purpose of carrying out tiie order 
of the court. This is a very tedious process and should be done away with. 
It you do not trust the civil court, a court of competent jurisdiction, then 
take away its jurisdiction and invest your Rent Controller with full authority 
to dispose of tlie suit. But instead of doing that, you are having the matter 
duplicated so that the Government coffers might b(‘ replenished. You are 
further insulting the civil court by allowing the Rent Controllci to sit head 
and shoulders above the (‘ourt. From the start of the litigation at all the 
stages you are allowing tlu* Controlhu- to sit head and shoulders ovt'r the 
civil court. The matter may be very much simpliffml and rendertal very 
much easy if you placed implicit faith in the civil couit. The ])eo])h‘ have 
faith and trust in the civil court, a court of competent jurisdi(*tion used to 
deal justice in an even handed manner betwemi all jiarties; ltd this cou>( 
be authorised to do all the things in (‘onnection with the evudion of th»' 
tenant. If you really do not trimt the civil couit, tlum all that 1 sax is that, 
for God’s sak(‘, give all the jiowtos to tlie Contndler, so that the jiarties 
ma\ not have to go from om‘ ])]ac.(‘ to another and gtd involved in huge costs. 
But instead of doing that \ ou au‘ following all sorts of diibioim methods. 

For tliest' ri'asoiis w(' objeid to tlii^ amendment. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir. I rise to icmh'r my wliohdieart rd 
support to the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Clarke. 1 have ln'ard 
with car(‘ tiu' arguments .i(l\am‘ed b\ Mi. Nagendia Nath Malialanobish 
and Ml. Calit ('liandra l)<is. | would gi\t‘ ciedit t(> .Mr. Das tor liis Imiglliy 
argument, lie thinks however tliat all tin* unisons and aigunn'iits are his 
mono]tol\ I do not like to aigue about what he said, but 1 would lik(‘ to 
re])l\’ to what has been said by Mr. Ylahalaindush regarding tin* procedui'c 
to be gone into b.\ tin* ('i\il Court What an* the advantages^ I must 
say that then* are advant.iges in having the ])iovision that has b(M‘ii 

suggested, 'rills sju'cial measure — tin* Rent Contiol Hill — has keen iirovideil 
afti ‘1 a gieat di'al ot c\])t*ii<*nci* uat In*! i*il during the tinn* w In'ii tln‘re was 
wai and tin* ellecd that aie bmnu (‘Xpeneiici'd aitoi wai. It has been 

seen that unscrupulous laiidhnds m older to incn'asi* tin* u'lit b\ b'aps and 
bounds iiisli to tin* (‘ourt oi take .in\ other means tln*v likn. d'liis v* Gov(*rn- 
iin'iit td the people which Mi. l).is charactt'rises as ha\ing a bruti* majoritv 
1 ina\ sa\ th.it it is bound to In* a majontx rub* evi*r.\ w h(‘i'e as it is in the 
Centic Now'. Sir, in oiiler to givi* relit*! to tin* tenants trom tin* unscjiipu I- 
ous landlords this juovision h.is been suggest(*d by Mi. ( larkc, b(‘cause in 
claust* 'J(o) that has bet'li sugge'>led to be piovided b\ tin* Select Committee 
luovision ot the ('oiitroller h.is be(*n m.ide who should In* a bairisti*!' or a 
m(*mbei of the judicial oi t*\ecuti\e ser\ ice liaMiig 1(1 y(‘ars oi servici*. 
Mr. Das and Mr. M.dialaindush ])n*sunie tliat because* these oiiiceis hold 
executive ottici* tln*ie1oii' the\ will be unscrup’i .ous ni jiassing judgment a^ 
soon as .1 landlord comes with a jn'tition. I cannot understand how they 
]iresunie that an ofiice'r who comes from a judicial servu-e* and who will sit 
in a coui t to give* jiei mission or to refuse* pe*rmi.ssion oi e'viction ujnm an 
application, will be biased and will not eleal with tin* case* in a judicial frame 
of mind. 1 do not see an\ tori'e in this argum(*nt. I lend m.\ sujijiort to 
this amendment for the le-ason that it ])owe*r is given to the* Ce)ntroih*r wdio 
is a member of the Ib'ovincial Service or a Barrister or a member of the* 
Judicial Service in oreler to prevent unnecessary harassment tei the* tenant 
from the actieui of an uiiscrupuleius i.inellorel this will not only save* his time* 
but will also save* a lot eif money to him. So I think that this amendnie*n1 
is advantageous both to the lanellord and to the te*nant as it will take* le‘ss 
time and will be less costly. The new clause Id suggesteel by Mr. Clarke 
is clearer than the one suggesteel by the Select Committe‘e‘ anel it is an 
improvement eiver the original clause. Special provision has a h ead v been 
made for giving special power to tlie munsif or judge here in order to bring 
an ejectment suit. But nowhere it is laid down wdiat the value of the court- 
fee would be in order to bring sucli a suit against the tenant. YVould it be 
annas twelve or would it be decided according to the value of the property 
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from which the eviction of the tenant is sou^^lit? Now, Sir, this petition 
wliicli will to })e f^iven to the (V)ntroller will cost the l.indloi’d only 

12 Jinnns ns fees and some fees to tlie lawyers 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Ordt*!-, order. Mr. Mahmud, our time is ii]). How 
long you will take to finish your speech ^ 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD : 1 do not know. But it the House can 

go on 1 can finish within 5 minutes. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Then we can continiu* tor d minutes more. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Now, Sir, that empowers the civil 
court with sjamial power and twice the niattei- will have to be gone into. 
First ot all i( will hear the juelim inary argument. We do not know what 
will be th(‘ })roceflur(‘ t.f) bi^ arlojited by the civil court judge, whether he 
will take evidence as soon as the suit is instituted and a dat<* fixed and 
summons s(*rv(*d on the defendant that is the tenants. Then on the first day 
the tenant will ajijiear and on th(‘ very day he may submit a written state- 
ment and another date* will have to b(‘ fixed to hear tin* jueliminary argu- 
ments whether the tenant is liable tf) b<‘ ejected or not. A prima facie case 
will liave to b{‘ made out on the first day. Tlnui another date to lu* fixed 
at the iliscretioii of the court whether to take evid(‘nc(‘ or not. d'htm it will 
b(‘ a lengthy jirocedure. First there will b(‘ an adjournni(mt for 2 oi' d 
months. He will tlum pass a ])j(diminary decret* just as in Ttiortgaga* suit 
after say 1^ years. Here also special powt'r has brnm suggcstc'd t(» be givmi 
[to th(‘ Munsif or .ludge to give a prtdiminar\ (h‘cri‘(‘ not Ixdore d oi d montiKs. 
During* this jx'riod both the tenant and the landloid will have to Ix' presimt 
thi’ough th(‘ii‘ law>(Ms, Of course this would Ix' advantageous to us no 
doubt and from ^Ir. Lalit ('handra Das and Mr. Mahalanobish ’s ])oint ot 
vit*w also, but th«‘ landlord and tbi‘ tenant will bi* harassed and unmx't's^arily 
t<) 0 . So if this amendimuit. is acc(‘pt<‘d only ]x*rmis>ion is necosary from 
the Hmit ('ontT*olU*r and a dat(‘ wilt b(‘ given soon to ascertain ^\hetlier tin* 
landlord re({uir(‘s tlx* house or ]Hi'mises as has been givmi in clause 12(r/>. 
If the lai'dlord can make out a case that lu* reijuirt's the housi's toi- his own 
occupation the matter will be easier. If the tenant does nrit do anything 
contravening the ])rovisif>n of s(*ction 108 ot the Trans,ter of Property Act, 
1882, and if tin* landlord harasses the tenant unnec*essaril\ and also it th.it 
is pi’oved then tin* matter will be easi<*r and tlie landlord w i\\ have to pay 
for it. All'. Das and Mr. Mahalanobisb are ]d(‘ading for the landlords but if 
tin* landlord goes on hara.ssing the tenants in this wa_\- an amendment ot this 
nature is very necessary. 

With tlu*s(* words, Sir, 1 wholeheartedly siqiport the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 2-lb 
p.ni. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

Tin* House was then adjourned till 2-lb p.m. on Thursday, tlie 2Tth 
February, PJ47. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 26th 
February, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(5) Mr. Hiimayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(6) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

(11) Mr. Biswanath Roy. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947 — No. 12. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Buildi- 
ng, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 27th February 11)47, at 2-15^ p.m. being 
he twelfth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(2) {a) 
>f the Government of India Act, 1925. 

Mr. President (the llon'ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Sincjii Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
^as' in the Chair. 


General Discussion on the Budget 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, tlie budget estimate of the present 
Government reminds me of Mi, tiouri Sen of tradition who, entrusted wdth 
ieoi)le’8 money, s([uandered the whole sum in foolish investment ruining 
be wliole prosi)erity of the State. Our Finaiu'e Minister, Mr. Mobammed 
lli, signs a swan song and laments tor the deplorable state of Bengal’s 
inance and in his bewilderment j)lainly admits tliat tlie jirovince will run 
nto hoiieless bankruptcy unless the (’entral Government comes to its 
escue. 

Sir, before tbe war, you are aware, the J’rovince managial its whole 
flairs with a sum of tiui to twelve cron's of rujiees. M ar converted our 
Province into an (‘astern theatre of its activity. Its e.\])(‘nditure naturally 
iioiiiited up and tin* Central Government realising tlu' jieril and ludpless 
tate of Bengal’s financ(‘ jiiomised to belj) with subvimtion ; the amount now 
oni(‘s to 12 crores, tlu' original amount of rc'vmuie of the province. To 
ii(‘(‘t daily increasing (‘Xpensi's tbe B(‘ngal Government saddled it with a 
cries of tax(‘S and practicall\ when (‘ver\ conceivable sourci* of revenue 
tecanie exjilored with ])romist‘s to lopf'ul tbt*m after th(‘ war, ti‘(‘ating them 
IS wai tinu‘ measui<‘S. But instead of bread the ])(‘opI(‘ have got stones, 
iet im^ (jiioti' a few' tigures only to have an idt'a of its muUi])lication and 
he d(‘sire of the Ministry to maintain tbe ]K‘ak ])oint, of (‘xp(Miditur(', Ixdng 
orgetful ol tlie fact that wlien a mine is fully exploited, nothing remains 
)ut pits and holes. 

In 1942-44, the revenue was nearly 24 crores, in 1944-45 it was raised 
1 a little less tiian 4(1 crorc'^, almost by llerc'ulean efforts witli tbe assur- 
nce of remission as I told you just nowx In 1945-4(1 it was again raised 
o ])eak position of more than 45 crores. In 194()-47 the amount of levenue 
ill be according to the revised estimate of the Finance Minister -'18 crores 
nd 72 lakhs, I think when setth‘d state of affairs is g.,. dually (‘oming to 
uevail, will it be ])rudent to inflate th(‘ budget with reckless and meaning- 
ess expenditure under communal education scheme, communal rehabilita- 
ion scheme and thus like a veteran official to ])ull the budget to the high 
ide level which the exigencies of war only demanded. 

After brushing aside the urgent necessity of meeting the demand of the 
University Science College for all Bengalees, is there any necessity to 
pend a fabulous sum on Islamic* culture and education to benefit a parti- 
iilar community when tlie burden of taxation has become so crushing as 
t is about to disturb the economic equilliburium of the wdiole of India? 
s it any re])ly to Mr. Fazlul ITuq’s Muslim Vniversity jiropaganda? Tbe 
lon’ble Minister himself is conscious of this when in making the stat.e- 
lent he says — Tt is hoped that as a result of the economic develojiment 

4 the I^lan, the economic w'eajLth of the country will increase’. It is a 
xmouflage to whitewQ|i|h the situation. Bemember, out of 12 crores of the 
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amount of subvention received from the Central Government, only one- 
third or 80 , is earmarked for real development purposes, and the balance 
is spent in running the present administration ; or in other words in crea- 
tion of offices sometimes it may be without any duty attached, and is this 
the development ])roject with which the Government intends to increase 
the economic wealth of the Country P Sir, I may mention their another 
gigantic plan or bluff if 1 am allowed to say so. Sir, it is a paper scheme 
just to mislead the Centre and the people. In the Budget I hnd a pro- 
posal to spend a sum of ru})ees 153 crores for the development of the pro- 

vince. Just below this i)ropo8al, there is the note of the Government 
which states that the sum of rupees fifty three crores that is the superfluous 

f )ortion over the one hundred crores will be spent on unproductive purposes 
n the name of development by a Government which is mishandling a huge 
sum every year and whose notorious boat building policy has almost be- 
come a scandal all over the world. 

, Sir, I can assure you, liad the Finance Minister intended, he could 

have balan(‘ed the budget very easily and this I say from the very figures 

he has given to us for consideration. On the revenue side there is a loss 
of half a (‘.rore under Sales tax and another half a crore under Excise duty 
on country sjjirit, the total amount is only one crore. Similarly, there is 
decrease on the exj)enditure side and it is two crores. Is it not sufficient 
to balance the amount, even if we take the increase in (ix])enditure in the 
Dei}artment of l^aw' and Order. Under the develo])ment plan, the Minis- 
try curtailed expenditure under Irrigation and Civil Works. May I know 
the reason? The jmblic 8U8])ect8 that it is postponed on communal grounds 
only. 

The basic revenue of the ])rovince is 32 crores. If so, it is already 
threefold of the old figure, which is, however, equivalent to the latter 
figure, sup])osing the inflation ])revailing within the country to be about 
^300 j)er c(‘nt. But the Finance Minister is making a proposal to raise it to a 
peak l osilion of 45 crores, tliat is, about 40 jier cent, above the jjresent 
figui'c and that is when deflation is about to set in. He perha])s forgets 
that this amouni is 1o be raised in fulure, when a re(‘urring amount of six 
crores to be added to it for some years for reconstruction and another sum 
of four crores is to be added as interest charges tor 82 cron's of rupees, 
.the amount lo lx? ])ayable for tlu' abolition of tlie zeinindary system of the 
j)rovince. The total amount will reach 55 crores. Eemember our basic 
and natural reveniu' of jirovince standing on the inflated finance is only 32 
crores. Will the Central Government come annually wdth a subvention of 
not 10 or 12 crores but its double amount? 

Of course, the TIon’ble Minister might say that the development schemes 
when given full effect to and the abolition of zeinindary system will bring 
in a revenue. The old story repeats itself. We w^ere similarly assured 
when state trading was started under a system of loan from the Central 
Government. From the figures ‘under Debts and Deposits item, it appears 
the whole amount of one hundred and tw’enty five crores of rupees is 
grossly mismanaged, as instead of profits, the deficit noted has been in 
1944-45 a little less than a crore; in 1945-40 it is more than seven crores 
and seventy laks; in 1940-47 — it is a little less than 8 crores and 4 lakhs; 
and in 1947-48 it is more than 5 crores and 05 lakhs. It is the historic in- 
efficiency of handling finance by our League Ministry of the province. 
In the face of this sterling fact how can we believe that the additional in-i 
come would be earned when the abolition of zeinindary and the develop-' 
ment schemes will be given effect to. T may very boldly prophesy that 
what wmuld happen would be multiidication of new and costly posts and | 
provided the League satellites and thus strengthening the party at the 
cost of the Hindu population of the province; is it n^t a fact that it is they 
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who pay the major portion of the revenue? But the Ministry is so un- 
mindful of them that in the allocation of benefits, they totally forget about 
their existence. If not, why the^' so much earmarking about Muslim hos- 
tels, Muslim colleges, Islamia college, Islamia hospital, provision ot one 
Engineering College at Dacca in addition to one already existing, proposal 
for adding two more Medical Colleges in Calcutta in addition to one more 
in the Lake area? If anybody takes even a bird’s eye view of the budget, 
he will be justified to conclude that in Bengal no Hindu resides except the 
Muslims, for whose welfare, the so-called National Government of Bengal 
is so solicitous. This is frankly speaking robbing Peter to ])ay Paul. 

I say, Sir, finance is a science and science is very cruelly exact in its 
application. Communal or no communal, if you go on milcliing the cow 
which has given you the sustenance so long, if you do not still restrain 
yourselves in the unscientific way you are managing the province’s finance, 
it will be bled to death. AVhen a mine is hectically worked up it is ex- 
hausted before the country could reap the benefit from its resources. The 
law of diminishing returns will soon set in as the inflation will melt away 
and the people will be reduced to penury, incapable of profitable assess- 
ment, the state finances will sustain a crack, the re])air of which wmuld 
mean nothing less than dire bankru])tcy. 

From my past experience in the T^egislature under the grossly com- 
munal administration of the League Ministry I can safely state that the 
discussion that we are ha\ing here in terms of the spirit and letter of the 
19d5 ('onstitution Act and the rules made thereunder is mere waste of time 
U!i(i for ])ractical ])uri)oses nothing hut a humiliating farce. The pious 
wishes of our llon’hle Prt‘sid('nt that the llon’ble Finance Minister will 
make necessary changes in the Ijght of the discussion here, will remain 
pious wishes all the while and ^\ill never be translated into action. Not a 
comma will he changed, not even a clerical error will be corrected. 

In my last year’s budget sp(‘ech as far as I remember, I suggested the 
appointment of an Advisoiy (k)mmitt(‘(‘ with Gov(‘rnment and (fj)position 
mem hers to examine the (lovc'rnment schemes, contracts and the payimmt 
(jf bills in connection thei'cwith. No hon(‘st Govcu’nment could hav(‘ blush- 
ed aside the request for such a Committee for tin* satisfaction oi th(‘ peoj)le, 
where th(‘ rtqireseutat ives of almost half the i)oj)ulation form the Ojiposi- 
tion. But tlud is not to 1)(‘ lost; th(‘ whoh' g'ame would Ix' found out. 

A real Coalition Government is the ikumI of* the hour. The League 
Ministry should realise that the days for such smooth sailing relying on 
the brute and artificdal majority are going to be numbered. And ‘‘making 
hay while the sun sliines” even for a few months is a very bad princi])le 
fiom the point of view of the interests of the masses. I warn the Govern- 
ment not to forget this fact once and again. 

I would request the Ministry not to mi.ss this golden opportunity of 
approaching the Hindu half of Bengal to bring about a real co-operation 
and coalition. If you miss the bus, the result will be the success of the 
movement of a sejiarate Hindu jirovince wliere more than GO per cent, of 
the population are the Hindus and non-Mu.slims. They cannot eternally 
bow down before your communal authorisation. The other day the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister taunted me when I threw out a suggestion on these lines 
and he could not take me seriously. But he is mistaken in his estimate and 
apprisal of the situation and the character of the Bengali Hindus. A few 
lines from a Bengal paper should be an eye opener to him : (Began to 
read a Bengali newspaper) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is that paper? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Ananda Bazar Pairiha of the 14th 
Falgun, 1353 B.S. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Is that an editorial? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Muzumdar, are you reading'' from the edi- 
torial of the paper. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI” Sir, can he read from the 
editorial which is more or less a political opinion of a party? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR* Sir, the editorial reflects the minds of 
the jiuhlic. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the honourable members here fully represent 
the opinion of the electorate and so you need not refer to the editorial of 
newspapers. It is not the practice. (Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed : Some 
reference was made to Madhupur) Order, order. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. But this much I can 
say without any fear of contradiction that if the Ordinance Rule of 
Muslim Leapime Ministry be a permanent feature of the administration of 
Bengal and if the communal educational policy be followed shamelessly 
and State killing in Noakhali or Calcutta be repeated anywhere else the 
division of Bengal on communal lines is sure to come. From the economic 
point of view also this may be suggested that the Upper House may be 
abolished and in its place one Legislative Assembly in each of the two 
newly created provinces Suba Bangla witli Dacca as its caj)ital and Rarh 
Banga with Calcutta as its seat of Government under the Indian Union 
may be created resulting in the good feeling amongst all tlio communities 
of the Province. 

Mr. CHARU QHANDRA 8ANYAL: Mr. President, Sir, just at the 
moment when ])erfect harmon^^ amongst communities has become essential 
to facilitate transference of political ])ower to the hands of the people of 
India, ih'is a ])ity that a budget of this type has been placed in this House 
for considt'ration. The budget as ])resented before this House is not a 
Bengal budget but may be characterised as an Islamic budget. I thank 
the Ministry for this straightforward business. It has several factors of 
far-reaching effect. Tf weightage to the majority is to be seen look at this 
budget. A little Rjirinkling to the Scheduled Castes and to the Buddhists 
may console a few job hunters but not the general masses. Anglo-Indians 
and Europeans have been given a mighty weightage to keep their voting 
in favour of the present Government in tact. This budget is certainly an 
exanijile and an eye-o])ener to the non-Muslim majority provinces. It is 
out and out a political budget. It will strengthen the hands of those who 
want the partition of Bengal. The trick played upon is sure to entangle 
those who have invented it. Black art is a momentary illusion which is 
best suited for the stage but not for a nation. It is an uneconomic budget. 
Mere distribution of jobs does not improve national economy. There is 
liardly any item that wouhd permanently improve the financial status of 
the common man of the province. The deficit runs into crores and if this 
policy is imrsued it will mount up Evei’cst high until an avalanche sweeps 
the nation away in spite of calling that old Otto Niemeyer to prop up. 
The great constructive suggestion in this budget that is likely to have a 
mark for generations is that an officer from the Finance Department is 
being sent abroad to learn the most progressive and scientific method of 
taxing the ]>eople. The peojile of Bengal would no doubt thank the Gov- 
ernment when the result woubl be felt by each and every one of them. 
The nrofit earning business of the Government by purchasing a Brooklyn 
ice plant no doubt fits in with time. Bengal has liecome too hot. The 
icy hand of cold waived over Bengal may no doubt bring some profit. We 
are accused of destructive criticism only. I offer a suggestion, and that 



is that the sales tax on boohs and news sheets should be withdrawn as it is 
a tax on education and learning. I may be further accused of trying to 

increase the deficit but there is a proverb 

This is not the last straw on the cameFs back. This budget has nothing 
more to criticise item by item. It is a budget that should be thrown out 
at once and replaced by a truly nation building budget of the most pro- 
gressive type. The Finance Minister has very rightly hit upon Ihe point 
of improving the taxable capacity of the peo])le by developing the wealth 
and resources particularly in the field of agriculture and industry. But 
the command of his party is tliere to stifle any attempt on his part in this 
line and reduce his ex])e(‘tations to a dream. Fach and every item of this 
curious budget which I think the Finance Minister has presented to the 
House just to please his party is sure to be passed by the “bruie’’ jmrty 
majority — the ])arty crying against majority o]>i)ression may lake note of 
it. 


Sir, T again appeal to tlie Minister in charge to withdraw the budget, 
re{ ast it to th(‘ best advantage of the common man of Bengal so that none 
may feel that he is unjustly ignored. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, rising to 
-8j)eak on tlie ])U(lget Ixd'on' us, I regret I cannot congratulate the ITon’ble 
the Finance iSIinister. Tlie financial iK)sition as set forth in his statement 
IS not a satisfactory one, I would rather call it gloomy. It- has been 
slated that- under tin* revised estimates for the current year the dctii'it is 
likely to Ix^ moie than Id crores which, as this House should remember, 
r(‘])rcs(‘nted beior(‘ the war the total amount budgeted for in this ]U’ovinci'. 
In th(‘ (‘oming year also my frimid, the llon’bb^ the 1‘h‘nance Minister, has 
not h(dd out- any prospc'ct more satisfactory. In fact he has told us that 
he has already estimatixl a d(‘ficit of b cror-e.s, whiidi, he warns us. is most 
likely to swell to 12 croit's if the recommendations for increased salary 
scales for (jovermmmt ^(‘rvants are to be given effect to. As tlu' salary 
scales will have in an\ event to be revised, it may virtually be taken for 
granted that the (Tovernment will liave to ])ut in an extra expenditure of 5 
to b crores or even more for this purj»ose. So there ap])ears to b5 no doubt 
about it that the di'ficit in the coming yiuir will be practically as large as 
the deficit with which the (lovernment is confrontinl in the ])resent financial 
year. No (Government can look on with e(juanimity wdien it (‘aniiot find 
money sufficient to meet about one-third of its normal expenditure. The 
future ot India as also of this ])rovince is of cours<* on the knees of (God. 
We do not know on what basis the relations betiweeu the Central (Govern- 
ment of this jirovince will be determined after a year from now. Whether 
in yiew^ of the coming changes m^gotiations wdth the (/overnment of India 
which, the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister states, have been starbul for re- 
adjustment of Bengal’s financial ])osition have any value, I do not know. 
But, Sir, I wish the (Government of Bengal success in this regard. 

I w'ould not, Sir, go so much into what has lieen done or left undone in 
the current year. All that T would jioint out is that in the year wdiich is 
now coming to a close the (iovernment of Indm made available to Bengal 
10 crores 45 lacs for wnirking non-productive schemes of development and 
more than another one crore and a half for executing’ productive projects 
nf development. Unfortunately, although Bengal reijuires development 
in every field, the Government has left unsent about 4 crores of this sum. 
It is still more unfortunate that a portion of the unspent amount could 
have been ex])ended without any difficulty and this would have yielded 
results in the long run more jiroductive than any other item of expenditure. 

I am referring. Sir, to the pittance of 10 lacs which was originally allotted 
for post-graduate research. It is regrettable that the money so allotted 
was not spent. In Irrigation, in Agriculture and in Civil Works also the 
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(3^overnjnent found it unable to work out the schemes. The year we hsLve- 
passed throug'h has of course been abnormal hut would I be ungenerous if I 
say that abnonnal times require super-normal energy and drive on the 
part of those who constitute the Government, 

In the year 1947-48 the total estimated expenditure is nearly 54 crorea 
or four times as much as the expenditure in the year before the war. In 
those days we could not visualise that it would be the lot of a provincial 
Government like that of ours to have the privilege to undertake such a 
huge expenditure. Many people then thought that if a few more crores 
were at our disposal a new heaven and a new earth might possibly be 
created. But although we are now in for an expenditure four times as 
much there is hardly any likelihood of the face of this disfigured province 
being much improved by such a lavish expenditure. It is true that the 
value of the ruj)ee is no longer what it was in those days. But all the same 
54 crores is a huge sum, which, if expended on right lines might have re- 
sulttul in some ])ermanent benefit to the jmovince. It is however unfortunate 
that the budget estimates as presented to us bear witness to the wrong 
angles from which the present Government of Bengal is approaching the 
probbuns that are before us. 

First of all I may take up the Government policy in respect of develop- 
ment j)roje(ds which it contem])lates to undertake in the coming year. The 
total amount which has been earmarked for these j)ur])oses is near about 16 
crores. Much if not the whole of it represents grants from the Government 
of India, Fverybody who knows Bengal will at once admit the many 
sided improvement which this province requires in the immediate future, 
India herself is a backward country in most ])rimary maUers and duo to 
neglect and indifference on the ])art of the Government and its administra- 
tors during the last twenty-five years this ])rovince has become more back- 
ward still than many other ])arts of India. While sevt'ral other ])rovinces 
like the Punjab, Madras, Bombay, United Province and even Bihar exploit- 
ed fully the op])ortunitie.s offered by the reform of 1919 and ]9d5 for con- 
structive improvement, we let slip these opportunities and our conditions 
in matters of education, ])ublic health, agriculture, road-building and other 
primary subjects deteriorated from year to year. The war whose brunt fell 
most cruelly on this ])rovince and the famine of 1943 which the war brought 
along wilh it had left deep s(*ars on the face of Bengal. Consequently, Sir, 
any money that is spent for ]mrpos(*s of development should be welcomed 
by all and sundry. Unfortunately we find that the 16 crores which the 
Government is intending to s]>end <luring the coming y(‘ar will be spent 
virtually without any well-planned scheme behind the ex])enditure. Oth(‘r- 
wise how is it ])ossible that when more than a crore of rupees is being ear- 
marked for educational develojmient, not a farthing of it is devoted to Uni- 
versity education and research. I have already referred. Sir, to the fact 
that in tin* budget estimate of 1946-47 there as a provision of 10 lakhs for 
]’'ost-graduate research. But in the revised estimate it was cut and in the 
estimate for the coming year no such provision has been included. This 
is only an indication of the angle of vision from which Government policy 
is now being directed. , 

We find in the statement of the Finance Minister a reference of 10 lakhs 
for the Muslim education fund, 10 lakhs for the scheduled caste education 
fund and 1(),000 for the Budhist education fund. I do not grudue, Sir. the 
expenditure ])rovided for under these heads. But I should emphasise that 
just as an education fund is necessary for the Muslims, for the scheduled 
castes and for the Budhists, so it is equally necessary for the remainder of 
the people. It cannot be said that those Hindus w’ho are not included in 
the scheduled castes are all of them so prosperous as to fend for themselves. 
Just as there are prosperous people now among the Muslims so there are- 
prosperous people among the caste Hindus. But poverty and destitution 
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are unfortunately not confined to any community in thia country. Wliy 
then this discrimination? A huge sum is again to be spent for developing 
the Islamia college on a new site for which 2 thousand acres of land are te 
be acquired. A provision of 4 lakhs has already been made to undertake 
civil works in this connection and many times more money will be spent to 
complete the scheme. I would not object to these better facilities for col- 
legiate education among Muslims provided such facilities were placed with- 
in reach of the people of other communities as well. The Government is 
the Government of Bengal though its directory is now mostly composed of 
the Muslims and it is expected that it would look to the interests as much of 
the Muslims as of the Hindus. But it seems that the policy of the Govern- 
ment appears to be to pamper one community at the expense of the other. 
No Government can possibly proceed with sucdi lines of action without 
arousing the deepest indignation of even the most sober section of the people 
who are being denied to-day all facilities for progress. 

What is true of the Government policy in respect of education is also 
equally true in matter of medical aid. The only noticeable sjjecial grant 
which, my friend, the ITon’ble the Finance Minister mentions in his state- 
ment is tile grant of 2 lakhs 80 thousand to the Islamia Hosjiital. Thia is 
again a very clear indication of the outlook of the Government which is now 
ruling Bengal. The Hon’l)le the Finance Mini.ster has with pleasure 
referred to the im]»rovement which statistics show in respect of death rate 
in this jirovince. Malaria and other disinises are reported not to have taken 
their due toll in the year under review. But T should jioint out, Sir, that 
the figures are still not such as to congratulate ourselves upon them. All 
the diseases are still there not only swee])ing over vast tracds but also lark- 
ing in other places in nooks and corners to take their loll circumstances may 
j)ermit. Unfortuniitely, Sir, we find in the develoj)m('nt jirojects for 
j)ublic, health reference to only the insignificant sum of 90 thousand for 
malaria control in Bengal. 1 do not know what the Government will do 
with this sum. It is time that somthing more serious and more compre- 
hensive was done by the Government for ('ont rolling malaria which is 
devitalising our i)eople from year to year and making them increasingly 
unable to branch out into iictivities so necessary for making Bengal pros- 
perous and progressive. The Government of Bengal should koru'^ of th^ 
activities of the Central Anti-malarial Society with its headquarters in 
Calcutta. I believe that Society could have claimed greater co-operation 
and assistance of the Government than it is receiving today. If public 
health in Bengal, Sir, is really to be improved and the ])eo])le are to be 
given ojiportiinities of leading a healthy life, more tinkering will be of no 
avail. I do not find in this budget any indication of a new scheme to be 
operated in this held. The basic plan still remains that which was intro- 
duced more than tvvetny year.s ago with results of \vhi(‘h th(^ Government 
of Bengal is certainly not proud. M(‘an while u.-> every one knows the Gov- 
ernment of India appointed a Committee for public health surwy under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Jose])h Bhore. The rejjort of that authoritative Com- 
mittee has now been before the ]»ublic for nearly two years. I want to 
know, Sir, if the Government of Bengal had considered the long tenn and 
short term consideration in this budget whicl^ is largely a development 
budget. A sum of one lakh of rupees for propaganda piirposes will not 
certainly result in the people of Bengal being more public-health conscious. 
What can be done with only one lakh of rujiees in the 26 districts each of 
which is almost with area and population of a small state. It is regret- 
table that neither a plan of its own has been formulated by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal nor has the plan formulated by the Bhore Committee 
received any attention on its jiart. 

Sir, I would not like to dilate further upon this budget which has left 
US deeply depressed. I wish this Government which is to all intents and 
purposes a Muslim League Ministry had shown a wider and a more liberal 
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outlook in framing? tlie budget and in running the administration. Then 
are many who would of course point out that a wide outlook and the basii 
tenets of the Muslim League are inconsistent. I, for one, Sir, whib 
attaching a good deal of importance to the organisation to which I belong 
attach still more importance to the person himself. And I believe tha^ 
men may always rise abve the tenets of the organisation of which they arc 
the torch-bearers. I expected therefore that my friend, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister and his colleagues would in jiresenting this Budget rise 
above the exigencies of parly politics in Bengal and give every man hii 
due. I wish however that in the future they wdll Ice working for a mort 
liberal policy so as to make Bengal healthy, wealthy and contented. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I wish to make a fev 
observations on the budget so ably presented by the Bengal’s most young 
Finance Minister. Sir, I first congratulate the Hon’ble the Financt 
Minister on the presentation of the Budget which cannot but be described 
as a nation-building budget to a larger extent. This budget has been 
attacked from many aspects and I do not like to answer to all of them. 1 
would like to say that membeis of this House feel very little enthusiasm 
over the discuission of the* budget estimates because the constitution has 
given very little effective |)ower over the finance of this province to this 
House. Ours is an academics discussion and therefore we do not feel very 
muedj enthusiasm over it. 

My first ])oint would be about the allocation of contribution to Bengal 
by the Centre. In this connection I would refer to that unjust and inequi- 
tous M(\ston Award. The Central Government was in diHiculty and they 
wanted money from the i)rovinces and Mr. Meston was deputed for this 
work. A re])ort was submitted by him in which Bengal was very unjustly 
treated. It was cah'ulated at that time that Centre got Bs, 2S crores from 
Bengal and it was given only 7 crores, i.e., 25 ])er cent whih‘ Madras about 
8 cror(‘s, i.e., about 40 p(‘r cent, and Bombay and other ])rovinces were 
given about (10 per c(*nt. Bengal has the larg’est ])opulation and is one of 
the biggest industrial provinces with its big port of (Calcutta. Bengal 
re])resont(*d to India Government for some more contribution hut no heed 
was r>a^d to it. This (|uestion was again gone into by the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Sub-Committee when the question was raised before them and 
tlu\y also recommended that Bengal should receive spetdal consideration 
from the Government of India but no heed was paid to that also, and the 
inju8ti(!e to Bengal remained unremedied. Then came the Niemej^er’s 
awaial. Before the Awrad was given Bengal had strongly presented her 
case. Kven His l^’xcellency the Governor of ]fengal put up a very strong 
fight but the result was that only the share of the jute export duty was 
raised from 50 to 02 })er cent, and 20 per cent, share of the divisible pool 
of income-tax was givtui to Bengal and as such Bengal was placed on a par 
with Bomlmy. Sir, Bombay has only less than half the population of 
Bengal. Such being the ca.se how can Bengal be placed on a par with 
Bombay? Bengal contributes, according to some calculation, 28 crores to 
the Centre. According to other calculations, with surcharges and the 
excess ])rofits tax she contributes about 8-^ crores or more of rupees as 
income-tax to the Centre.* In return she will get only 7 crores out of this 
28 or 58 crores or more. Sir, owing to this injustice her resources are crip- 
pled p(‘rmanently and she is lagging behind and her many-sided needs can- 
not be fulfilled and cannot be ministered to. Had not the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister taken courage in both hands he could have balance the budget by 
making drastic cuts under the head “Nation-Building Departments”. Of 
course it reflect^ great credit on him that he was courageous enough to face 
the deficit in his budget and yet o provide larger sums under heads “Public 
Health”, “Medical”, “Agriculture” and “Education” and thereby provid- 
ing more amenities and more comforts for the masses of Bengal. Surely 
he deserves thanks for this. 
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Sir, it will be said that the Bengrals budgets, both the revised budget 
for the current year and the budget for the coming year, show a deficit 
of 13 crores and G crores respectively, and it may be argued that this 6 
crores deficit in the next year’s budget may be enhanced to about 12 J crores 
or more because there remains the big items such as the recommendations 
of the Pay Commission, and these recommendations may increase the 
expenditure by G crores. There is also another item, the introduction of 
free and compulsory primary education in Bengal which at^cordiug to 
Government estimates will cost the province 3 crores of rupees as capital 
and Rs. 80 lakhs as recurring cost. This has not been provided for in the 
budget. Sir, I strongly support the linance Minister in his demand for 
the revision of financial settlement with Bengal by the Centre and also for 
subventions from the Centre to make uj) the deficit which they can justly 
claim from the Centre. 

Sir, it is a known fact that jute is the monopoly of Bengal and the 
Centre realises more than 5 crores of ru])ee8 from Bengal as jute export 
duty. But Bengal gets back only, according to the ])resent year’s budget 
estimates, 2 cranes SO lakhs. If Bengal is given the full amount of the jute 
duty realis(‘d by -(he Centre then it will get more than 5 crores in all. Or 
if Bengal is given at least 40 i)er (nuit. of the income-tax realised from 
Bengal, Ihen Bengal can easily make up its deficit. 

Sir, I now comc‘ to two most important omissions in the budget. It 
will be said, and I think it has already l)een condemned, as to why there 
should be a ])rovision for Muslim edm'ation. I have drawn a ])icture of 
]\Iosl(‘m (‘ducat ion in this TIous(‘ more than once and I do not like to repeat 
at length tlie figures whicii will show the condition of Muslim education 
whieli is most mis(‘ral(le in Bengal. Sir, Bengal witli its majority of 
Muslim ])o]uilation is lagging lu'hind in the most im]n)rtant field of life, 
namely, educatioTi. Even in the most primary stag(‘ the Muslinis art^ most 
backward. Tt may la* said that af'cording to the lat(*st figures given in 
this House, about 17 lakhs of Muslim students are reading in the primary 
stages. If we analyse the figure, we find tliat 54 j)er (tent, of Moslem 
stinh'uts are in the juimary stages and the number has drop])ed down to 2G 
per ('ent. in the middle stages — from 17 lakhs it has come down to 5 
lakhs. In the higlnu' stages, that is, up to the matriculation stage, we find 
that their number has come down to 70,000 from 17 lakhs. I ask honour- 
able members of this House to r(*alise the gravity of the situation and see 
bow useful human material has been wasted, the energy and money spent 
on th(‘se 17 lakhs students. We also find that 17 lakhs have come down to 
7 thousands in arts colleges. 

This is the picture of ^luslim education in Bengal, Sir, and if under 
these circumstances any extra money has been allotted for Muslim education 
I ask my nationalist friends on the other side to welcome this j)rovision. 
It is said that in India there is only one nation and that the two-nation 
theory is wrong. In that view, Sir, I ask my nationalist friends fwith all 
respect if the Hon’ble Finance Minister has done anything wrong by alot- 
ting a special amount of money for a part of the nation. Sir, Muslims 
have suffered long for want of education. E may riunind my nationalist 
friendh again to read Muslim history and then learn what a magnificent 
and widespread system of education prevailed among the Muslims who 
once possessed India in the early days. I would ask them to read the 
resum])tion ])roceedings, I would ask them to read the history of 
the early British rule in India and in Bengal, What you will find 
is that the system of education which was provided for Muslim by the 
Muslim Government was ver>^ magnificent. You will find bow unjustly 
the Muslims were treated in the matter of education under the British rule. 
There was a separate endowment of Rs. 3 crores for Muslim education in 
Bengal. It will be found in the book entitled “Discovery of India” written 
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y Pandit Nehru showing how Muslim education suffered for lack of suffi- 
ient facilities for their education and culture. This is not the only 
uthority. This is not my own personal oi)inion, but this is also the opinion 
f W. W. Hunter. He descril^d in his book how the national system of 
luslim education was ruined by the British in Bengal. Again, Sir, that 
Teat lady. Dr. Annie Basant also testified to this fact that once the Muslims 
n India possessed a very widespread national system of education which 
Bed to produce great administrators, great diplomats, great scholars and men 
f great learning. Sir, this endowment which was dedicated for Muslim 
ducation was taken away by the Britishers by the resumption proceed- 
rigs in Bengal and since then no steps were taken to facilitate the progress 
f education of the Muslims. It will also be found from the report of 
he Calcutta University Commission of which late Sir Ashutosh Mukherji 
/■as one of the prominent members, that they also realised the drawbacks 
rom which the Muslims suffer for want of proper education and recom- 
lended that 8ei)arate Moslem schools and colleges, even a University for 
he Moslems should be started to im])art suitable education congenial to 
heir tradition and culture. They also recommended that the educational 
ystem should be r(‘constructed, especially the University and the Moslem 
cholars should be invited, not only from Bengal but also from the wdiole 
slatnic world so that they may teach the Moslem in an atmosphere con- 
enial to them. These are all historical facts whi(‘,h are on record and 
here is no getting away from them. It is very regrettable to note that 
ecause some paltry sum, com])ared with the need for Muvslim sudaction, has 
een allotled for the Muslims there have been bitter criticism from the 
pposition benches and these small grants are being objected to. The small 
um of Bs. 10 lakhs for Muslim education is nothing when compared with 
he mass illiteracy among them. This sum has been provided in accordance 
nth the resolution which was moved by me and was adopted unanimously 
y this House on the 11th August 1938. Sir, the Government of Bengal 
!e]it over the resolution and woke up recently in 1947 to give effect to this 
esolution. All these years Ihe Government showed scant justice to the 
ducation of the Muslims. The Muslims have got a meagre standard of 
ducation ^iccording to the needs and requirements. I mentioned above 
bout the woeful wastage of human material in the primary stage. All 
he Committees and other bodies appointed to enquire into the condition 
f the Muslim education express the view that it is in a very backward 
tage. I do not like to speak in detail why it is so but I may onlv say 
hat it is believed that non-introduction of free and compulsory' primary 
ducation is the root cause of it. We find that in England a provision 
Las been made to compensate the guardians who would send their boys 
or receiving education instead of helping them in their earning. There 
a provision in the English Education Act of 1944 whereby every giiardian 
f a boy will get some compensation for sending his boy to school. In 
lengal we cannot go up to that length. Here in Bengal some guardians 
uggested that they would not send their children to school unless they 
‘ct some compensation. I think we .should introduce free and compulsory 
TimaTW education in Bengal without delay. There is a demand from all 
ides that there should not be anv more delay about it. Tnspite of that 
am surprised to find that in the Blue Book containing post reconstruction 
dans there is no scheme for free and compulsory primary education in 
lengal. It is true that it requires money but at the same time it is the 
luty of the State to provide this money to give its citizens the minimum 
if eleinentary education. No civilised State can avoid it. It has been 
tressed by various Commis.sions and Committees that primary education 
s necessary and it is the basis and foundation on which structure of the 
lation’s progress and advancement depends. There cannot be successful 
abourer or enlightened citizen w’ithout education. A citizen unless he is 
‘ducated cannot take any useful part in various elections. This point 
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should attract the attention of our Finance Minister. But I am afraid 
this matter will not be given his immediate attention. From the speech 
of the Hon^ble the finance Minister I find that Government scheme will 
spread over 5 years and that means that one district one year and there- 
fore it will take 30 years to cover all the districts. Bengal cannot wait so 
long. Then there is no provision for the Muslim University in Bengal. 
Sir, I find that a Muslim deputation consisting of all then leading 
Muslims of India headed by Aga Khan waited upon the Viceroy, Lord 
Minto, on the Ist October 190G at Simla and stressed that they wanted a 
Muslim University where they can cultivate their culture and which would 
serve as C(‘ntre of culture and tradition. It has also been mentioned by the 
Calcutta Commisvsion, Mr. Hunter and others who have gone into the 
question of Muslim Educational backwardness. They cannot improve 
their culture in the uncongenial atmosphere provided by the present-day 
schools and colleges and the University. Of course it is true that Muslims 
in the past had not much of a leaning towards modern education but now 
there is no apathy amongst the Muslims. They are also yearning for 
education but they find that the atmosphere wdiich prevails- is not con- 
genial to their genius. So there is the imperative necessity for a se])arate 
Muslim University in Bengal in addition to the two TTniversities already 
existing a third University is a necessity compared to 1720 Universities in 
the United States of America with a population mor(‘ than double that of 
Bengal. There are more than two most uj)-to-date Universities in Turkey 
for a population of 1 crore TO lakhs. Suridy 3 crores and 30 lakhs Musliins 
can <lemand that there should be a se])arate University of their own in 
Bengal. Sir, it may be ])ointed out that there are already many tinemploy- 
ed graduates. My answer to that is that yet the number of students who 
are getting University Education in India is very small comi)ared with 
that of England, America and other civilized countries, and ev(m in com- 
parison with Bussia. I do not like to take more time of the House by quoting 
figures. Tlu're are 12 TTniversities in England for a population of 
(‘rores ; b'l TTniversities in (^anada for a po])ulation of 83 lakhs; G 
TTniversities in Australia for a poj)\ilation of 33 lakhs. In the Ignited 
States of America tliere are 720 Universities for a jwpulation of 13 crores 
while in Bengal there are only 2 Universiti(‘s for more than G crores of 
population . 

Sir, these comparative figures can (dearly prove that there is need here 
for more Universities. So the demand for a Muslim T^niversity is not 
unreasonable, and there cannot be any reasonable objection to this. In 
this connection Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, the then Education Minister, (*alled 
a conference in 1944 fo consider the (piestion of founding a IMuslim Univer- 
sity in Bcuigal and an expert committee wais appointed in that conference. 
Since then nothing lias been heard of the a('tivities of this committee. So 
I would re(]uest the Ministry to found a Musli^ TTniversity without any 
delay. As regards what sort of TTniversity it will be, 1 leave that to the 
exi)erts. 

Then T come to the question of prohibition. In Bengal this question 
of prohibition has not been seriously taken up. Bengal has only intro- 
duced a })olicy of gradual elimination of excise shops. From the working 
of this policy it appears that even within 100 years this scdieme will not 
attain any fruition. It may be said that Bengal is in hard times with a 
deficit budget of a huge sum and cannot afford to lose a revenue of about 
3 to 4 crores of rupees a year. But, Sir, other provinces which are not 
very well off, they are also doing this at a sacrifice of their excise income. 
Bengal’s income, moreover, has increased from 11 crores up to 30 crores; 
new taxes after taxes have been imposed upon Bengal, with the result 
that Bengal’s income has almost trebled 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, on a point of order. Is it not the 
practice that during budget discussion the Finance Minister should le 
present in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; He is coming back soon; he has just gone out for 
a few minutes. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: At any rate, Sir, I am here, taking notes for 
him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Your presence will not do, Mr. Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. The Minister hiin.self ought to he present. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Go on, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: A s 1 was speaking. Sir, I need hardly say tliat this 
question of prohiliition is as vital as any other thing foi' the masses. We 
know wliat ruin and misery the drink liabit brings upon the drunkard and 
his family; 1 think this is well known to (‘ver\body. If the Government 
truly (“alls itself a Muslim League Ministry then it should tackle this ques- 
tion v(‘ry seriously, to save the peojile who are mostly of the labour class 
and are very poor, and th(‘ de\astaiion wrought by this habit is very con- 
siderable in Ih'ngal. Sii‘, in Ghittagong 1 am surrounded by many excise 
shojis and 1 know what this in(*ans. Vbu'y jiromising men take to this 
habit iind not only ruin themselves but ruin tlieir families also. Many 
jirosperouH families have been ruined by this habit. So I ajipeal to th(‘ 
Finance Minister as wt*ll as to the House to take up this question quite 
seriously. 

Now I shall come to (diittagong before I finish my speecli. (diitta- 
gong sufiered very mutli on account of the war. Fractically it was a war 
zone and as a r(*sult of this the edu(*;itional system here was smashed 
altog(‘tht‘r, and the normal life has lieen dislocated. 1 find no grant for 
Chittagong — only Its. 10,00(1 for excavation of khals. Before the war 
commenced there were jirojects for raising the Khastgir High English 
Sell ool for gills to th(“ standard of a college as there was no college for 
girls in the Chittagong Division, but nothing has been done about it. 
Ther(* was a sc'heme for a boarding house for Moslem girls as there was no 
boarding house for Muslim girls attai'hed to the Khastgir H. E. Sc^hool 
for girls. This too was not ])roceeded with. "We are suifering very much 
for want of a college and a boarding for Muslim girls. Schemes for these 
were sanctioned, land was acquired and then the war broke out and every- 
thing was stop])ed. (Chittagong (k)llege is the only college maintained by 
Government in the (Tiittagong Division. It cannot accommodate all the 
students who want admission. The extension of this college was proposed 
but that pro])osal has bt‘en ])ost])oned. Now there was a scheme for a 
femah‘ training school in Chittagong, but on account of the war that too was 
post])oned and as com parcel Avith other ])rovinces, this jirovince sulfer very 
mucli lor want of proper female teacher training school. I think, Sir, there 
should be more colleges in the (^hittagong DiA'ision as there is onlj’ one 
college in Chittagong DiA'isiou. 

With regard to Medic'al school in Chittagong, there was a. projiosal to 
turn the ])resent medical school into a college. But I find no proAUsion in 
the budget for this. 1 find that the Ministry has paid too much attention 
in this resjiect to Calcutta and Dacca as if other districts do not require 
any at.teuion . Other districts are getting very little attention from the 
Ministry. My submission is that these iuedi(‘al institutions should be 
scattered all over the province, so that students will not have to run a 
long way to have their education and they would get it in their own dis- 
trict at a much lesser cost in the mofussil. Here in Calcutta they find it 
very difficult to get accommodation and also to live comfortably as living 
is very costly in Calcutta, If these schools and colleges are scattered all 
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over the province thev could get education at much cheaper cost in colleges 
in their own districts. I apjieal to the Ilon’ble Finance Minister to con- 
sider these needs of Chittagong and to see that they are removed without 
further delay. I regret to find that the Hon’hle Education Minister is 
not present. I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister to take steps to 
convert the present Medical School at Chittagong into a College. 

Another fact to which I would like to draw the attention of the Hon ble 
Finance Minister who is also Minister for Public Health and Medical, that 
re-excavation of tanks in (Ihittagong is a very important item. Chitta- 
gong is a land of tank and within the municipal area there are about 
i,000 tanks. Tf these tanks are renovated and develo])ed it will be a great 
source of profit and it will greatly benefit the people. Fishery could be 
very successfully developed and the banks of these tanks could be utilised 
for cultivation of v(‘getahles and fruits. It will at the same time serve as 
irrigation tanks for cultivation and for other purposes. I bring all 
facts to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in the hope that he will do 
something in this direction. I find with great regret that jirovision for 
re-excavation of derelict tanks made in the revised budget has been omitted 
from the budget of 1947-48. These are the few items to which I draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and I hope the Finance 
Minister will reply to tliem. Unfortunately the Education Minister is not 
here but T hope' Hon’hle Finance Minister will reply to these points. 
Lastly, Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister to consider another 
fact that Bengal’s jiresent condition of the masses is very deiilorable on 
account of the disturbances and for many other factors and the ])oor classes 
are living from hand to mouth aiul their condition is getting worse day 
by day. Some ])rovihion should he made for raising the standard of living 
of the i)oorer masses. Sir, I find from the allotment under the head 
“Co-operative” that no such schenn* has been provided^ in the budget and 
I do not find any indication of any scheme for the improvement of the 
condition of the masses through the co-operative so(‘ieties. In Bengal the 
co-operative movement may be said practically to be a failure. I would 
ask the Hon’ble the iMna'nce Minister to look to the Punjab a^ to what 
they have done through co-()])erative movement. They have raised their 
standard of living. Bengal has not aken up this question seriously. Sir, 
I am niys(‘lf connected with some of the co-operative societies and I know 
that we lack in the spirit of co-operation. AVe do not know what is the 
meaning of co-operative si)irit. There is no pro])aganda to infuse in us 
the spirit and usefulness of co-operative movement. Sir, the other day I 
put a question to the llon’hle Minister for Co-operative and he said that 
there was no saving scheme for the poor in Bengal. He also said that 
there was no necessity for making any (;om])ulsory saving scheme for the 
poor. In Chittagong we have been running one co-operative society, 
namely, Traders’ bank and I know how to work it. There is a com])ulsory 
rule in this bank that every member must deposit at least -/8/- a month 
and this has been working very satisfactorily. 1'here a man can save in 
10 years as much as Rs. 100, 200 or 000. Before the start of this bank 
the people used to borrow at a much higher rate now they can borrow from 
their own saving at a concession rale. Only change of rule is necessaiy. 

Now, as regards the development schemes that have been drawn up by 
the Government of Bengal, it is a known fact and it has been admitted in 
answer to a question put bv me that all these schemes were prepared by 
Government during the 90-regime. It appears that some of the schemes 
have been put into operation but before putting into operation all these 
schemes, they should be revised and scrutinised in the light of experience. 
Expert opinion should be obtained in each scheme. I know that exi)erts 
sometime differ and thev actually differ. Sometimes different experts give 
different views. A handwriting expert sometimes differs from another hand- 
writing expert. Sir, I find huge sums will be spent on these develoi)ment 
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schemes. And I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the Ministry 
to look into this matter carefully. Sir, sometimes schemes are drawn up 
without looking to the real condition of Bengal. Sir, conditions in Bengal 
dill'er from the conditions in other countries. That fact is not always taken 
into consideration. A huge sum of about 12 J crores will be spent on these 
schemes and we the members of this House can reasonably ask the Govern- 
ment to see that thi^ money is well spent and produce the desired result 
and benefit the masses to a great extent. 

Sir, another matter I want to si)eak on is this. As regards abolition 

of Zemindary I find nearly 87 lakhs has been provided for the Revisional 
Settlement Operations. We found a small provision for this in the current 
year’s budget and we find it as 37 lakhs in the next year’s budget but there 
is no indication that the scheme w’ill be put into eftect in all the districts. 
Sir, there may be difference of opinion about the obligation of zemindars 
but it has been stressed by all the Commissions that Bengal’s misery and 
Bengal’s backwardness is largely due to the prevalence of this system 
which is eating into the vitals of the masses. No land improvement can 
be effected unless this system is abolished. Sir, it is not my humble 

opinion alone; it is the opinion of experts who have gone into this question 

carefully. It has been stressed even by the latest Famine Commission that 
Bengal cannot grow more food, that there cannot be an all-round improve- 
ment in agriculture unless this vicious system is done away with. Why 
this delay in giving effect to this very imi)orfant reform in Bengal? Sir, I 
wish that this had been done at least in some districts of Bengal but 1 find 
nothing except that for the Revisional Settlement an allotment has been 
made and it will be continued next year. I do not know when it will be 
given effect to. I with all resi)ect ask the Hon’ble Minister and the 
Ministry not to dilly-dally and shilly-shally with this important matter 
on which depends the future prosperity of Bengal. 

Sir, T find f) lakhs has been provided in the budget for Secondary 
Education. I do not know whether this sum is for giving effect to the 
Secondary' lalucatioii Scheme and whether the Secondary Education Board 
will be (‘stablished as a result of the Secondary JCducation Bill that is 
to be jiassod into law. Sir, the establishment of a Secondary Education 
Board in Bcmgal ivS necessary for an all-round improvement of secondary 
education. I do not view this (luestion from the narrow communal point 
of view but from the efficacy of a j)roper system of secondary edu<-ation so 
that our youths can struggle for their existence with greater equipinent and 
courage. Sir, the present educational system produces some clerks who 
are unsuited to the hard struggle of life and so they are only adding to 
the number of unemployed in Bengal. Sir, education should be reoriented, 
education should be reformed in such a way, should be reconstructed in 
such a way so that the products of the schools and colleges and University 
that are turned olit are enabled to face the world with all the preparation 
and equipment that is required for leading a happy life with employment 
for all in this hard world. .Sir, I ai)peal to the Hon’ble Minister that the 
Secondary Education Bill be passed and the Board established in Bengal 
at an early date. 

Tjastly, Sir, I appeal to my friends on the other side not to consider 
this matter from a communal point of view. There is nothing communal 
in this budget. Moreover, I would ask my friends if they think that the 
very occurrence of the word “Muslim” in the budget is repugnant to them. 
How can they expect Muslima to live with them together in Bengal w^ho 
is said by them to form a part and ])arcel of the same nation if the Hindus 
grudge them any extrcr amounts for fheir backward education. Sir, it is 
this sort of mentality. I sav with all respect to rav Hindu friends that 
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unfortunate that today when we are going to get the long-sought indepen- 
dence in 1948, we should be still divided. We must rise to the occasion 
and consider the matter from the point of view of a whole nation. You 
should see that here is your brother Muslim who has been lagging behind 
you for want of many things and who should now be equipped with the 
resources for the very hard struggle of maintaining the independence 
that will come to them. My friends should know that the great Muslim 
nation will not remain under them for ever. If they read Muslim history 
they w'ill learn that the Muslims are a virile nation and they will not 
submit to anybody’s oppression. Therefore it is better to e{iuip them 
with all facilities and to educate them. Finally, Sir, I appeal to my 
friends of the opposition not to criticise any provision for Muslim education 
from a communal point of view. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, in presenting Ids 
deficit budget before the House Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Ali starts his speech 
by lamenting over the “misfortune that ehbrts and resources should at this 
juncture of the country be dissipated in strife and discord which not only 
jeojjurdise the chances of economic recovery but also shake the very founda- 
tions of social security”. Though he takes the garb of injured innocence 
it is nothing but his i)ric.ked conscience which perhaps torments him after 
the Calcutta and Noakhali carnages. Or is it simply sham sympathy 
shown only to browbeat the House and hoodwink it into passing a budget 
in which as the Minister says “the disturbed conditions left their mark” 
and thus lorcaul the hands of the Minister into earmarking large sums to 
appease the wrath of the majority party upon those support his present 
I)osition depends. 

Failing to make both ends meet in his budget, Bengal’s Honourable 
(^.hancellor apjicars in the role of a beggar to the Central Government for 
subvention over and above the (^Mitre’s grant tor non-])roductive reconstruc- 
tion schemes. This is one side of the jJicture and on the other side his 
j)()litical cliief Mr. Sulirawardy is proclaiming from houseto])s tliat Bengal 
will de(‘lart‘ ind(M)en<lencc and tlic castiun Ihikistan will be thp (dtadel of 
Muslim culture and consolidation. Yet the tragic fun is that the bulk of 
moiK'v thus takeji in Die name of Muslim (‘ulture and (‘onsoli<lation comes 
trom the non-Muslims — the hapless minority in tlnu’r own i)rovince — the 
Hindus, who made the ])rovince what it is and iijam whose sacrifices and 
privations the League is lording over. If the province has to dejiend upon 
the Centre how can they lianker for a separate Pakistan? Is it only a 
slogan to keep the flames of communalism *i)urning? For the League 
knows that if the fire is lost, Pakistan falls through. The switidiboard of 
the Pakistan current is in the possession of League leaders and the Bengal 
budget is to sujiply finance for the generation of that cm rent. The 
Central Government subvention will only help the consolidation of the 
communal frenzy and the corruptive practices whose story is told in the 
pages of the Woodhead Commission. 

Coming to details of the schemes of expenditure, one wonders if com- 
munalism could go further. The persual 6f the budget will reveal the 
mentality of tlie Ministry which considers tliat Pakistan is already an 
accomplished fact in Bengal and the non-Muslims are there only on 
sufferance and at the mercy of the majority. They are to rest content on 
the pittance of the League, the less crumbs that might fall from the Tjeague 
table. The list of expendiutre, namely, Rs. 10 lakhs annually for Muslim 
education fund, Rs, U lakhs for hostels for Muslim students, Rs. IJ lakhs 
nearly for Tslamia Hostel, Rs. 51 lakhs already spent for Bihar Muslims, 
Rs. 54 lakhs for them in the ensuing year, Rs. 2 lakhs nearly for Madrassas, 
which shows that perhaps there is no other community in Bengal save and 
except the Muslims. But for all these the University College of Science 
has to be deprived of 9 lakhs required for its much needed expansion. 
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Strenprthening of tlie police force will drain a heavy sum in the next 
year. That the inefficiency, pretended or actual, of the police force, is an 
open se(;ret, no one will deny. But the virus of coramunalism has got a 
strong hold upon the minds of the guardians of Law and Order. Can 
additional expenditure for that department stamp out and eradicate this 
poison from their minds? No, not even the monstrous pretention of 
Mr. Suhrawardy to maintain the Law and Order by promulgating not less 
than 14 ordinances, can effectively deal with the anti-social elements of the 
province if the police force is saturated with corruption and (‘ommunal 
poison. The result will be that these powers given to the executive will 
find inevitable exj)ression for i)er8onal and sectional aggrandisement and 
for suppression of legitimate politir-al and humanitarian activities of the 
Congress and other nationalist organisations. 

The boa( construction scheme of the Government has become in their 
own admission a bottleneck to them in j)Ost-war days. A loss of 14 crore 
of good money of the people is being simply pushed through the legislature 
by the force of a brute majority and the brunt of the burden is now borne 
by the (iommunity now in the opposition. May T urge in this connection 
that there should be a thorough enquiry into the maladministration which 
has led to the huge expenditure of this grant. 

The Hon’ble Minister in estimating his in(*ome8 for the ensuing year 
presupposes that “condition will continue to be normar’. If this assump- 
tion is well grounded, the Minister should be thanked for at least giving this 
ho})e of normality of relations. Does he give this on the ho])es that suffi- 
cient money has been alloctated to his partymen so as not to excite them 
with communal frenzy again? 

The Ilon’ble ^linister’s statement is really interesting when he says 
that the House would be interested to know that a sub-committee of the 
cabinet wjis carefully looking into the ([uestion of j)ossible reduction in staff 
of the Civil Supplies Department. So bad days are ahead for Civil 
Supplies DepartmcTit whose uncivil administration and still more unsocial 
activities were open scandals for the Ministry whose eyes have now opened. 

The revision of ])ay scales will burden fhe ])rovincial nwenue to the 
extent of (5 crores. T do not know if the officials merited tliis inci-ement 
for the efficiency they have shown during fhe last famine, Noakhali and 
Calcutta carnages and if they deserve these in the light of the pr(^vailing* 
circumstan(’(‘s of the country. Side by side w’ith this, there is the Finance 
Minister’s proposal for a drive for cht‘cking corruption, and inefficiency in 
officials and evasion of tax dodgers. D^)es it mean that the officers are to be 
com])en8ated by increase of salary when there is an attempt at drive against 
corru])tion and evasion? But it is very doubtful if the Ministry which 
thrives on communalism can effect any improvement if it has to keep itself 
in power. It will be telling a jdain truth that the i)resent Ministry has 
created such an atmosphere in every branch of administration that it has 
beconn^ a standing scandal for Bengal Government. 

With regard to the nation-building heads, I find that money has been 
allowed to remain unspent anil entire schemes have been abandoned half- 
jnirsued or un pursued. In this connection I respectfully draw the atten- 
tion of the IJon’ble Minister to the irrigation problem of the West Bengal, 
particularly of Burdwan district. It is a matter of regret that although 
huge aTuounts were sanctioned year after year for irrigation projects no 
practical steps were taken to execute the schemes which always remain on 
paj)er. 

The Finance Minister has sought to present an optimistic picture before 
the ]Ious(‘ and says that time is ripe for agricultural and industiial develop- 
ment. Ifut this ])latitudinous fulminations of Bengal’s Chancellor of the 
Exchequer are not sui)ported by the details of the budget presented to the 
House. 
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The budget lacks foresight, is communal with a vengeance, is lacking in 
that perspective of seeing things in their inter-related and inter-coinnuinal 
aspects and bespeaks of a frankly sectional partisanship. It is political 
and not humanitarian, communal and not broad-based and avowedly it is 
a party Budget which is a scandalous muddle of big money and communal 
mind. 

Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: Mr. I’lvsi.lent, Sir loth the 
revised and the original Budgets show that we are to face liuge dencits m the 
current as well as in the coming year and this state of affairs will occur in 
years to come. The Hon’ble Finance Ministei’ .suggests two measiire.s io^ meet 
those deficits (1) Revision of the Financial St'ttleinent between the ((‘litre 
and the province pending wliich to ask for /?// hoc financial assistaiu't* Irom 
the Government of India from year to year and (2) taxation in iiitiire. I 
perfectly agree with the most importanl statement made by th(‘ lion ble 
Minister which runs thus — “It is well to rem(‘niber however that enhanc('d 
yield from taxation depends very much upon imjuovement in the taxabb' 
capacity of the people and the latter in tuiai dejiends on the developimmt 
of our economic wealth and resources j>arti(‘ularly in the fields ol agricul- 
tuie and industry”. But 1 am sorr\ to st‘(‘ that the lion ble linance 
Minister has sto]i])ed hei’e and has not stated what he A\ants to d(v regarding 
the dev(‘lopmeut of our economic wealth and resources ])articubn'ly in the 
fi(‘lds of Agiicultuia' and Industry. But what do we se(‘ in the budget 
figures^ And that is this — under head “Agri<‘ult ui <* ’ Rs. 41.4o,()(10 was 
provided in the Budget for the curnuit \ear wln'icas Rs. LU,12,000 is being 
firovided in the Revised Budget and Rs. (>0,02,000 in the Budget for the 
y(‘ar 1947-48. And under head “Tndustr\” also w(‘ see that Rs. 9,1,08,000 
was provided in the Budget tor the curi’ent year wh(‘reas Rs. 4,84,000 is 
going to be ])rovided in the Revised Budget and Rs 27,o4,000 ii^ the 
Budget for 1947-48 out of a total expenditure of Rs. 02 crores. This state 
of affairs is not at all satisfactory. When we all Know tor c(‘rtain that the 
economic resources of our country (lej)en(l on tin* d{‘veloj)ment ot Agricul- 
ture and Industry w’e should divert our (uitin* miergy in this direction. 
The sums jn’ovided in the Budget were nominal in consideration of the 
importance of Agriculture and Industry and in tin* actual wa)rk (ven that 
noT!iinal sum is not going to be spent. The Ilon’ble Finance Minister has 
also said “AVhat group or ])arty is there which does ot as])ire to improve 
the lot of the masses, to lift the cultivator out ot his tragic- ])overty and 
ill-health, to infuse a ray of hope where there* now- broods the darkness of 
despair. Where such are our common ideals and obj(*ctives, there should 
be no obstacle to a uiiitt*d effort to secure their fuliilment. All this sounds 
well but in actuality we see very little rav of hope for the cultivator and 
T think that in order to ])lease the cultivator a tf-bhaga bill ot- harga bill 
is going to be introduced in order to show’ that this is their ray of hoj>e. 
But will this Bill if passed into Act j)roduce any actual benefit for the 
country as a whole? Certainly not, for ‘^ev(*ral reasons, viz., (1) By this 
Bill or Act the material resources of tin* country will not b(* increased 
inasmuch as it wdll only help taking something fi-om the pocket of one 
person and giving it to another, (2) By this measure the middle class wull 
be crushed and the cultivator will find no persoi^ under whom to cultivate 
inasmuch as there is already tebhaga because the Bargadar takes by under- 
hand means something before the actual bhag takes place and this being 
his habit which has grown into second nature he wull not be able to give 
it ui> and he wull go on doing the same even if tebhaga is introduced so 
that in reality there will be chowbhaga and the Totedar will have practi- 
cally nothing leh after payment of rent, cesses and taxes, (8) It wdll affect 
the revenue inasmuch as taxes hitherto paid by the middle class, men will 
be much reduced if not totally lost and then it will act contrary to the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister’s statement that enhanced yield of taxation 
depends very much upon the improvement of the taxable capacity of the 
26 
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jjeople, (4) It will not bring permanent benefit to the cultivator inasmm 
as the cost of present system of labour is rising b}^ leaps and bounds ai 
tlio cultivator whom it is proj>osed to help will be in the midst of the san 
tragic poverty in which he is, i.e., he will be in the <?r^ 

The lea] task before us is to change the present system of labour and to maJ 
it less costly in com])arision with the production which it ensures. Neithc 
the Tehhaga 11 ill nor the (Jliowhhaga Bill will be able to bring any benel 
to the (mltivator. There are many other things which may be said againi 
the llurga Bill which 1 don’t like to mention here. I have only state 
those matters which aris(‘ out of taxation for im]>rovement of revenue an 
do away with the revenue deficit. The TIon’ble Finane(‘ Minister lit 
stated tliat an officer of the Finance Department is going to be depute 
to undertake intensive studies of tlie budgeiaiy systems and prinei])les c 
taxation in the United Kingdom, Ameri(;a, Canada and Australia (althoug 
Canada is inc.luderl in America) but no pro])osal is made for deputation ( 
officers to undertake intensive studies in agricultural systems of foreig 
(a)untries. It would have Imhui in the fitness of the statement made by th 
Hon’ble Finance Minister that the taxable capacity of a people depend 
very much upon the develo])ment of agriculture that along with the depute 
tion of an officer to undertake intensive studies of the budgetary system 
ami j)rincij)le8 of taxation some officers of the Agricultural Depart mer 
would have been (le])uted to America, Australia and Russia to undertak 
int(msiv(‘ studies in the agricultural systems of those countries and to appl 
the same in this countr\ as far as and as soon as ]iracti(‘able in order t 
lift ihe <*ultiva(()r ouf of his tragic poverty and ill-health. And this policj 
it a(*ted upon, will, 1 am sure, b(‘ able to give ])ermanent and substantia 
benefit to the (‘ultivafor and not only to the cultivator but to the counr 
as a whole. I do not say aiiN thing of Industry beiauise our country is a 
agricultural country and agricultural develojiment should be jirior to indin 
trial develojimeut. 

As I'egards tlu' Civil vSu])j)lies Dejiartment most jirobably (fovernmen 
ari' awar(‘ that the majority of the ]>(‘Oi)le of our country* sjiecially th 
cultivators do not like its existence inasmuch as they have to waste time t 
get su])i)lies and even then they do not regularly get the articles under th 
control of the department to meet their bare necessities. If the Dejiart 
ment cannot remove their wants there is no justification for its existence 
Now-a-days mustard oil has b(*eome so very scarce that the ])ooi' j)eo])l(* ar 
cooking their food without oil. We too sometimes have to take lecoursi 
to the im])ure ghee, sometimes Dalda and sometimes til oil. If it is sai( 
that scarcity of mustard oil is due to the failure of mustard crop and tin 
(hvil Supplies Department has nothing to do regarding its production 
then it is the turn of the Agriculture Department to take steps for larg-e 
pi'oduetlon of mustard. T think nothing has been done to that effect excepi 
the geiUM'al camj)aign of “(frow More Food”. We do not get also regulai 
su])ply of coal although I think there is no want of coal in the collieries 
I ho])(‘ the Civil Supplies Department will remove these difficulties anc 
justify its existence. 

T am glad to see that it has been at least admitted that the guarding 
and maintaining the Civil Supplies- boats involves a good deal of ^expend! 
ture which in effect is throwing away good money after bad and the Gov 
ernment have decided to dispose of the boats at the best available prici 
and close the aciount before the ^llst March 1947. I hope the Govemmen 
will not change the decision and dispose of the boats at the price of fue 
even in order to save the cost of maintaining these boats. 

In the Development programme for Agriculture are mentioned (1 

Training of technical personnel at Dacca, Chinsura, Daulatpur and Gai. 
bandha, (2) Agricultural research at Dacca, and Horticultural research a^ 
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Kri&’hnagar, (3) Animal Husbandry at Haringhata, Kalimpong and Chitta- 
gong and (4) Reclamation of 5,000 acres of waste land in the grow-more- 
food cami^aign. This is good progress towards agricultural development 
and I cannot but thank the framer of the Budget for this, but at the same 
time I am sorry not to hear anything done for Kumar Basanta Kumar 
Agricultural Institute at Rajshalii which was established with the sole 
local donations amounting to 44 lakhs of rupees from tlie late Kumar 
Basanta Kumar Roy of Dighapatia for agricultural instruction of the 
people of Rajshahi where 80 per cent, of the i)opiilation is Muslims and 
79 per cent, of the same are agriculturists. 1 think in none of the 
above places where agricultural development programme is going to be 
carried there was any such donation. I think it is the duty of the 
Government to see whether the institution is of any utility and if the 
Government see it is of no use they ought to provincialise and then re- 
organise or reform it in order that such big donation may not be wasted 
there. 

Under Medical and Public Health 3 lakhs, 72 thousands have been pro- 
vided for the Islamia Hospital. I have seen the Hos])ital and its working 
and I think a very good work is being done and the Hospital deserves such 
a grant and it has been rightly given. 

The (Teation of a Muslim Kducation Fund is a novel feature of the 
budget and it deserves praise. 

liast of all, I think the Government arc aware that tlie District Boards 
in Bengal are in a helpless condition inasmuch as their incomes are limited 
wliereas the prices of labour and material hav(‘ gone uj) to 3 to 4 hundred 
I)er ('ent. and they have to pay dearness allowance to their officers. The 
result has been that the roads are being neglected and are going to be 
imj)assable day by day, necessary quantities of medicin(‘s aie not being sup- 
plied to tlie dispensaries. Gtlicers of the Health Department are suffering 
wry mu(di for want of housing accommodation, suffi('ient dearness allow- 
auf'es are not Ixdng given to tlieir officers. Bui in the bmlgi't nothing has 
been done to come to their hel]) in this direction. With tlu'se few words 
I resume my seat. , 

MTi PRESIDENT! Do I takt‘ it that th(*re ai‘(‘ no othei’ memlx'rs desii'ing 
to s])eak today. I find tlou'e are none. The House is adjouriUMl till 2-1 
j'.m. tomoirow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Triday, the 2Sth Febru- 
ary, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The following memberH were absent from the meeting held on the 27^tli 
February, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. I. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf id] Chowdhury, 

(3) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazl Ellahi, 

(5) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(b) The Hori’bh' Mr. Saiyid MTizzamuddin Hossain, 

(7) Mr. Mungtiiain daipuria, 

(8j Mr. Satisli Chandra Jana, 

(9) Mr. Hiimiiyun /. A. Kabir, 

(10 Jr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(J The Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea, 

(12) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(13) Khiin Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(IT)) Mr. Biswanath Roy, and 
(10) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf. 





BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


FIrtt Session, 1947— No. 13. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Cal(‘u1ta, on Friday, the 28th February, 1947, at 2-15 ]).m. being the 
thirteenth day of the First Sevssion of 1947, pursuant to section (12(2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Questions and Answers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: Sir, this question may be held over as the 
Hon’ble Minister has not been able to come yet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Question No. 03 is held over. Order, order, there 
is a message. 

Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following message has 
been received tiom lh(‘ Jh-ngal Legislative Assembly: — 


‘‘Message. 

The Bengal Ord 'nances Temporary Fnaclment Bill, 1947, as passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 24th February, 
1947, has been duly signed by me and is <annexed herewith. The* concur- 
rence of the Bengal lJegi^l'ative (kmncil to the Bill is requested. 


Calcutta, 

The 27th February, 1947. 


N. Amin, 

Speaker j 

JJenyal Lctjislati \:e AssevilAyS^ 


Sir, I herewith lay on the table the Bengal Ordinances Tempomry 
Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the Bengal Legislative A.s.sembly on the 
24th February, 1947. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to give noticie that 
on the 10th of March I shall move for con.sideralion as uell as for passing 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister proposes to move the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, on the 10th March for con- 
sideration and passing. The notice of amendments both for the motion for 
consideration as well as for the clauses of the Bill may be given by 3 p.m. 
on the 4th of March. 
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Presentation of the Supplementary Budget Estimates for 1946-47. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to present to the 
Bengal Legislative Council the supplementary statement of expenditure 
for the current year. 

It will appear from the Supplementary Estimate now in the hands of 
the honourable members that the total amount included in the statement 
is over 7 crores 16 lakhs and that this excess, for which the necessary 
explanation has been given under each head, is spread over thirteen major 
heads of accxjunt; out of these thirteen heads, in two cases, viz., under 
Education and Medical, there is a nominal token demand which is neces- 
sary for piirj)oses of audit. As regards the remaining eleven heads the 
excesses under Income Tax, Stamps, Veterinary, Co-operation and 
Stationery and Printing are comparatively small and I need not perhaps 
tax tlie patience of the House by a recital of the reasons for these demands. 
Coming now to the other heads, the House will find that the largest indivi- 
dual demand amounting to nearly 3 crores is under Famine due to large 
scale distribution of gratuitous relief in the shape of foodstuff, clothings 
and cash payments, besides opening of more test relief works and better 
management of work-houses with their connected institutions. 

The next important item is a demand of over 2 crores under Miscellan- 
eous necessitated by unforeseen expenditure for the relief of riot victims 
and refugees. 

The expenditure of half a crore for the development of Kanchrapara area 
will be met from loan money obtainble from the Centre for financing pro- 
ductive schemes included in the Provincial Development Programme. The 
large excess expenditure under Police has been mainly caused by smaller 
recoveries from India on account of police expenditure, the other factors 
being larger outlay on police buildings, incretised expenditure for strength- 
ening the armed and unarmed police in Calcutta and other districts and 
provision of better facilities for transport on land and water. Under 
General Administration several comparatively small items make up the 
total excess of 24 lakhs and the only imjortant item is an increase of 9 
lakhs foV post-war unemployment relief where the He vised Estimate has 
been placod at 28 lakhs against the original budget ])rovision of 19 lakhs. 
The last item of about a crore under loans includes 50 lakhs for loans to 
agriculturists, 19 lakhs for cattle loans and 26^ lakhs to the Calcutta 
Cori>oration ; all these loans are interest bearing and recoverable in due 
course. 

General Discussion on the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, the House will resume the General Discussion 
of the Budget. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I may say at the outset that 
members of this House have no power either to sanction or to refuse the 
grants and therefore 1 shall not devote myself at all to the details of the 
grants provided in tlie Budget. But I shall confine myself to the general 
princii)les underlying the Budget. I must say also at the outset that this 
Budget has been introduced at a very momentous period in the history of 
our country. I think I shall not be beyond the mark if I say that perhaps 
this Budget is the last Budget under the existing Constitution. Because 
when the time for the next Budget would come a new constitution if 
agreed by all the parties must be complete for operation, and in case of 
any failure of an agreed constitution I say with hesitancy no doubt that 
the only otlier conclusion which can be drawn would be a deadly civil strife 
in the country leading it to chaos and contusion. So this budget what- 
ever its claim may be the working out of this budget will cast its reflexion 
on the coming events as to wdiat shape the country a\ ill take, wdiat history 
we shall build for the future of Bengal. We should not shut our eyes to 
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the reialities, we must take a realistic view of the situation which is now in 
existence in the country. The dead line has been set by the British and it 
is a challenf^e to us. Bengal has to think very seriously whether the 
challeng'e has to be accepted or not. The country cannot remain in a static 
condition. We have to move. We shall move either to rule and order; 
we shall move either to the growtli of the country; w'e .shall move either tO 
independence, or to chaos and confusion. We have to move any how-; this 
present condition cannot continue. The British have said very clearly, 
We are not goin^ to take any i^art in your raiublings; we are going; to 
quit the country; we leave the counirv to you; it is your country; you are 
to settle your differences and you are to settle the future Constitution of 
your country’ — a very statesmanlike attitude taken by the British. And 
up till now looking at the statement 1 for my.self do not see tliat there is 
not absolute lionesty in tlie statement of Ilis Majesty’s Government. We 
have nothing to icad into the statement and to su.spect that they would 
resile from it. They are going to give back this country and we are to take it. 
That makes the task harder for us. So 1 said a moment ago that this was 
a momentous occasion. It was a liistoric occasion for ns. This piesenta- 
tion of the budget is perliaps the last budget, as I sa> , which tliis House 
will consider under the present Constitution prevailing in the c'ountry. 

Now turning to the budget I must congratulate the llon’ble Kinanc/e 
Minister in his realistic appreciation of tlie real pix)blems facing the country. 

Here I (juote his own woi’ds. He said, “ Tliis is not a moment for 

parliamentary obstruction, or a moment for ap])roaching vital problems as 
a matter of jKirty scores; this is a moment which calls lor a united assault 
upon the obskicles which impede our progress and uniti'd endeavour to 
attain our objective with the minimum loss of time.” I fully agree with 
him. This is a noble sentiment no doubt. Only I wish that the party of 
wdiich he is an important member sliould keep itself up to the ideal set out 
in the Statement. About the objectives he has not s.aid (dearly. What is 
the objective r* The objective is nothing but independcnc(‘. The objective 
which is befoT’e us and whudi is close -at hand is Indejiendence. The only 
(|ueslion is whether we shall eijuip ourselves to be c-onqxdent to attain 
Independence or we shall convert the country into an arena of civil s*trife as 
prevailng in China ddie problem is clear We liave to clumse, and I think 
there can be no lu'sitancy in the minds of any one whether he is a Hindu or 
a Muslim that the onl.\ way in which we can accept the challenge of the 
British is the way in which we can attain the goal, is the way of absolute 
unanimity, of absolule unity in framing the coming Constitution of 
[ndependence of the country. It is not a Constitution which the British 
is going to impose ujxm us. It is a Constitution which the British have said 
we are to frame and if we fail in that the world wall judge us and will judge 
Lis very justly and the judgment will be one perhap.^ which will not be to our 
Liredit if we cannot fulfil the duty which has been entrusted to us. It may 
ae asked why in discussing the budget I have been introducing it. To that 
[ have already said, that if you look at the budget only as a catalogue of 
figures if it is of no interest; but look at the policy underlying the budget and 
Lhe policy wdiich the administration will follow' in carrying out this budget 
till the dead line is reached, till the time comes wlien w'e are to present our 
)W’n Constitution for the country. Bengal, as some of my friends are say- 
rig, w'ould be a Sovereign country then. I do not demur that. But if 
Bengal wdll be a Sovereign country it will be a Sovereign country for both 
Lhe Hindus and Muslims. It cannot be a Sovereign country for one com- 
munity alone. If you agree on that, I can assure you the Hindus will work 
111 unison with you. But I must remind you of one thing. If you think 
thiit on the analogy of the present Constitution it is the tyranny of votee 
which wull rule the country we shall not agree to it. The legal imperatives 
3f the State of Bengal — by legal imperatives, of cour.se it is a technical 
expression, it means the directives of the administration. I say that thi 
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ie^l imperative of the State of Bengal must be a joint imperative of both 
Hindus and A^uslims. It cannot be an imperative of one particular section 
of this House or of one particular section of the people of the country to the 
exclusion of the other simply by an artificial majority of votes. Sir, votes 
may guide the House, but votes do not create history and votes do not con- 
trol a country. I am not giving out any threat but 1 am simply telling the 
House that it is the ordinary lesson of history that 45 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of a country cannot be made 1o surrender its freedom to the tyranny of 
votes. So, in building up the constitution the constitution must be of a 
character in wliicdi the elective will of both the communities sliould pre- 
vail, in which both the communities should have equal rights. Of course 
it may be said that now we find m Bengal that there is diversity of opinion 
as to the division of Bengal. Some people may be inclined to think that 
perhaps Indians are divided; one section thinking of a united Bengal and 
another of a divided Bengal. I can, however, assure my friends, of one 
thing, namely, that the whole of Hindu Bengal is united. Their demand 
is very rational and a reasonable one. We want that the demand of the 
united Hindu Bengal mu.st be listened to. The Hindus of Bengal must have 
an elective voice in the future administration; tliey must have a part in 
the Administration. The constitution must be of such a character as would 
not allow the exclusion of the Hindus from the executive of the Adminis- 
tration. It must be framed in a manner so that the constitution itself shall 
not allow any niajor party to exclude the other (omm unity from sharing in 
the responsibility for ttie administration of the country. So, that really is 
the united demand of Bengal and any claim for the division or partition of 
Bengal is only a counsel of desperation. They think that if their reasonable 
demand be not adhered to or granted, then the only other course left open 
to them would be a division of Bengal. 1 do not know what they mean: 
practically it amounts to this: if the Hindus are driven ultimately to asking 
for a division of Bengal it would practifxilly be asking for civil strife in the 
country between the two communities which I think it will be the duty of 
everyone to shun. Ami we should remember that in this civil strife Jlritish 
bayonets are not coming or will not come to help any of th(‘ figliting parties. 
So, really, in thinking of the budget this idea runs pre-eminent in my mind. 
If you look at the budget only as a set of dead figures, it would not be a real 
study of the budget. Ther(‘ have been complaints about the various alloca- 
tions made in it, there have been complaints about the wastage;' but all that 
happened under pre-existing conditions. We are now going to bid adieu 
io the old constitution. We are heiialding a new constitution and I can 
assure all other communities or the Muslim community that if in the fmm- 
iiig of a new constitution they join their hands with ours then they will find 
that the Hindus are quite rea.sonable. The Muslims are no doubt in a slight 
numerical majority in the country and certainly as such they ought to have 
a greater voice in the administration of the country than a minority. But 
at the same time it is not an absolute minority but a minority of a very small 
number and a minority which is not weak. 8o this minority must be given 
a statutory right in the administration of the country. The constitution 
must be such that there can be no possibility of excluding the minority for 
having a hand in the guiding of the {Kilicy io be followed. If any attempt 
is made to exclude them by means of a few votes, in that case — I can only 
voice the feeling of the country— it will lead to dis;ister. There could be no 
submission to any such constitution. If a rational constitution, if a consti- 
tution in which Hindus wHll h^ive equal rights is fiamed, they will have full 
co-opeKition of the Hindus, But if a constitution is tried to be imposed 
upon them then God help Bengali There will be no submission to it: but 
extend your hand of (*o-operation, extend your hand of love, we shall grasp 
and abide by it and accept it. Ifut if there be an attempt to override, over- 
riding will not be allowed, because this time it is not a constitution wdiich 
will come from White Hall, but it is a constitution which will be built here 
and the people will 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I suggest that this is a speech 
which should appropriately be made in the Constituent Assembl5^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is quite in order 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Whai was your ruling, Sir, last time when 
I had to refer to the members of the Cabinet Mission? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should remember it better than myself because 
it affected you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not object to Ihe speech but 
what I said is that it could appropriately be made in the Constituent 
Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As you know, the convention is that during the 
budget discussion considerable latitude is allowed to the members and if any 
lionounible member wants to show the backgr-ound of the budget I do not 
think I can object to it. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Well, Sir, the limuue Minister was 
objecting 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Xo, Sir, I do not object to the 
speech. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: AVhat I said is that I do not like to deal 
w'itli the dead figures of ih(‘ budget. I want to deal with the background, 
the underlving piinciple of the budget. It is not so much wuth t lie framing 
of the budget hut wdth the w’orking out ol tin* budged of tlie c.oming year 
W'hich will be framing the histor\ oi Bengal. We are going to fiame a con- 
stitution and a new' ( hild is going to he hei'alded — th(‘ (luestion is wdiether 
W'(‘ are going to liavi' a healtliy child or a monster wliich w'ilJ (‘at Bengal, 
So I .sav tliat in worl mg out that jiolicv tin* future must b(‘ lo()l<(‘d to. We 
have been so much accustomed to tin' idea that votes can ruli‘ tJie country, 
but it (’annot rule for all tinu*. So that im])r(‘ssion ought to be dispelled. 
V'otes can lule a countiy when th(‘ [leojile ac(]uiesce; hut the moment the 
icciuiesceiice is removed the vote cannot rule. It is the wdll of the people 
that rule a country, and the exjues-sioii may be in various ways. But I do 
not lik(‘ to dwell Ufxm wliat the exiire.ssion of the 45 per cent, of the Hindus 
will be in ca.se the new' constitution is undesirable, you may think of it, every 
:me can think of it but it will be something which Jlengal would not like, 
«'hi(di India would not like, which the world would not like. 

X(nv, as I said betore, at the very beginning, in what w'ay this budget 
should be considered. Sir, 1 congratulate thi. Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister that he has the objeitive entirely in his view". I int(‘r])ret th^ 
:)l)jective to mean the indejiendcnce. H he had any other thing in his, 
mind of course 1 shall be disillusioned. The basi.s of the budget is nothing 
but the w^elfare of the whole people, not the w-elfare of any particular sec- 
tion of the people. The budget is only the reflection of the policy follow'^ed 
by the administration. So, in judging a budget we are to see whether that 
ieai has been fulfilled, whether it is based iqion the desire of the w'elfare of 
the entire people ol the country. I can only say that the details have beei> 
discussed so much that 1 need not go into details. Sir, the past reexird of 
the Ministry is not very inspiring. Their past record is not a caeditahl^ 
mie, it is a record of wastage. Some of my honourable friends have called 
the budget a communal budget. I do not subscribe to that view. It is not 
a communal budget. A communal budget wanild really mean a budgef 
which serves at least one community. The previous budget — and the pre.sent 
one it it is in the same line wdth the other one, has not served the Muslims. 
The Muslims as a community did not derive any benefit out of it. By Musliip 
community I mean the poor Muslims — they have not been served and they 
will not be served. The past record of the working of the budgets only show 
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that really the budget allocation has served nobody. The staj^e and damage 
by mal-administration caused by corruption and inefficiency reveals only one 
fact, the fact is this that it has not helped the Muslim community as a whole, 
it has helped only a cluster of persons who cling round the Ministry. It 
is not the Muslim community or any other particular community hut a few 
people derived the benefit at the cost of both Hindus and Muslims and 
that is the reason why there has been so much wastage, why there has been 
no much corruption, wliy there has been so much inefficiency in the adminis- 
tration. Beciiuse the real object is not to serve the people as a whole, the 
real object is not to serve the Muslims, the real object is not to serve the other 
people — the Hindus. And in Bengal the position of the two communities is 
intermixed in such a way that if you are to serve one community 30U cannot 
but serve the other. Both the communities will be served. But here the 
intention was to serve a coterie of persons who clings round the Ministerial 
guidi and they squandered away public revenue. This has been done in the 
case of the previous budget and we apprehend this will be done in the case 
of the working of this budget also. So, it is not really a communal budget in 
that sense, because it has not served the cause of the Muslim masses in the 
least, whatever pretence the Ministers may entertain for catching the votes, 
really the masses have not been served. I ask in all seriousness has the condi- 
tion of the masses been improved in the least? Are they living a happier 
life? Are they free from their various wants and needs? Wliat is the role 
in life of an ordinary Hindu or an ordinary Muslim ? Has he been freed fiom 
the privations? Has lie been freed from those wrongs wrought on him on 
account of corrujition of the administrative machinery and its inefficiency? 
In that regard both the Hindus and the Muslims sutfc'r alike. In each case, 
AS has been said by some of the members here, on account of the partiality of 
a particular official if any particular party gains, the community does not 
gain but few peo])le may gam but the pernicious result of the corruption and 
inefficiency in the administration is visited upon the wliole people irrespective 
of whether they are Hindus or Muslims. 

Now coming to the list of expenditure. It is an awful thing. I do not 
want to go into details. If 30U go into the list of the wastage of public 
money what do you find? You find the loss of several crores on boats, some 
5 crores and odd on the sale of subsidised food and on rice and whwit com- 
modities crores have been wasted in this manner. Why ? No satisfactory 
explanation can there be except that those who were holding the reins of the 
Jidministnition of the country had not the welfare of the people in their 
hearts. They were there for their personal position and to keep up their 
position they had to s^itisfy the greed of tliose who are clinging to them and 
that caused the whole mischief in the administration and the sutferers were the 
Muslims and the Hindus alike. Moreover it would appear that there had 
been some provision for some extraordinary expenditure also in the budget, 
an expenditure, which I noticed from a calculation which I read in tlie papers, 
coming to seveml lakhs, 325 laklis. Now this is all due to what ? Not surely 
due to acts of God. These disasters were man-made. The question would 
at once arise why there, was this disastrous occurrence of a riot in Bengal 
at this time. That also shows the inefficiency of the administmtion as 
reflected in the serious charge which is brouglit against the administration, 
that the administration itself was a party to all these ravages caused in 
Bengal, which has caused so much discord between the Hindus and the 
Muslims. This is a charge seriously' brought against the Ministers, I mean 
Against the administration. This is a charge which it is the object of the 
administration to establish not to be a fact because if this charge proves to 
be true and if there is any basis for this charge then naturally the question 
will arise and I would put that question of both to the Hindus and to the 
Muslims whether this sort of constitution ought to be allowed to remain 
which can permit the administration to sow seeds of discord between the 
two communities and which can make the two communities to fly at each 
other’s throat; whether the future constitution should not be of a nature 
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tliat it would not allow tlie gamble of these people anyhow to keep up their 
position in the administration and then to ruin the country by discord and 
disharmony between the different communities and by riots and by other 
devastating acts. So this is tlie catalogue of wastage, this is tlie catalogue 
of inefficiency, not only of inefficiency and if that charge be a well founded 
one which up till now has not been proved to be baseless that this ‘ravage 
in the country was not an accidental one but was the result of a mature 
plan. If that was so then certainly the time has come for the thinking 
people of this country, both Hindus and Muslims, to devise ways and means 
to eradicate this poison. This poison has somehow to bo eradicated. 
I believe that there is a considerably powerful section among both Hindus 
and Muslims who would combine to eradic^ate this poison and not to allow 
people, this class of gamblers, to be in charge of the administration of the 
country — people who gamble with the fortune of a country, or as my friend 
just now says, not only with the fortunes of a country, but with the lives 
of the people of a coiiniry, and why life^ — with more than life, the honour 
of a people or with the sanctity of things held most sacred by any nation. 
So, in considering this budget, as 1 said the real budget must be one in which 
the pcHjple’s will is reflected and in which the basis is only the real welfare 
of the pe-ople that is aimed at. There may be a tnip created and put forw^ard 
for those who render help to the executive whenever called upon to do so, 
but it must not be a trap. It must be prompted by a sincere desire to help 
the i)eo])le to remove their wants and to raise their status. (Mr. Muhammad 
Taufiu : Tlie landlords’ party will do that !) 

As T was saying, Sir, when 1 was interrupted, it may be that we may not 
be framing the future constitution but I want to say that we can help in 
framing it. The budget is to be prejiared here and we have a liand in fram- 
ing it, and we can compel them to frame it in the manner the pcMjple <lesire. 
Some of my friends did agree with me when I said that if Bengal is going 
to be a Sovereign vState then it should be a Sovereign Slate with eiiual rig'hts. 
But why should they think of leaving Bengal alone. ^ Why not think of a 
greater Bengal to include also other jKirtions which were once B^rigul’s? 
Think of a greater Bengal and build up a glorious history for Bengal, not 
a history ot shame which future history of the world wiU paint very black 
for us, but a real history of glory. 

Now, Sir, I would like to say one thing. I received a copy of an addi- 
tional budget statement from the IJon’ble Finance Minister in which he has 
complained that “the Bengal budget for 1947-48 i.s the 9th deficit budget in 
the years following the Niemeyer Award which forms the basis of financial 
adjustments between the Centre and the Provir.MS. VV^hile this succession 
of deficit budget is attributable generally to principles of financial allocvi- 
tion between the Centre and the Province, the present deficit is to a great 
extent due to the role which Bengal was called upon to play as an important 
Military Base during World War II.’’ Then he continues that “Bengal’s 
chronic financial stringency dales back to the inicpiitous and unfair financial 
allocations under the Mcstoii Award in pre-autonomy years and under the 
Niemeyer Award in force since 1987-38.” Of course he is referring to the 
distribution by the Centre of the income-tax and of the jute tax. Only one 
thing 1 can say and that is whatever might have been their allocation 
regarding income-tax and the wdiole of the export duty on jute, one thing 
is clear, whether Bengal remains within India or outside it is not for me to 
foretell. The cmestion of allocation w’ould not be on the same trend as it 
is now. Bengal will be independent as regards sources of revenue — income- 
tax realised in Bengal, export duty on jute realised in Bengal — independent 
of the Centre. But w^e should not think of day dreams — we should not suffer 
from illusion — we should not be amused in day dreams or illusion in this 
matter. If a state of insecurity remains in the province, if the policy of 
the administration is such as to do away with the Hindu capitalists altogether 
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and if such a procedure is followed, I may say — not that I pretend to be a 
proj)het, I may say without any fear of contradiction — that if this policy of 
scarinf? away from the oountry is followed and if there is no sufficient security 
in the country the jute duty and the income-tax will dwindle into nothinpr. 
Tax can only be collected from the income of jute that would be exported. 
But think what will happen if the jute products are removed to some other 
place or some other province or State wliich could very well be done. The 
capitalists will know what to do. It may be said that Calcutta is a port, 
they are bound to come to Calcutta for export purposes. But do you know 
that Orissa is thinkinp* of a fiort of her own on her coast — and who cater at 
present the Calcutta Porty Benp-al, Assaini, United Provinces, Oriss^i and 
Behar. Now, Orissa is p’oinp; to have a port of her own. At Vizagarmtam 
a port has already p’rown. My friends who of course live in the security of 
a majority vote only do not peidiaps keep this information. Orissa is tryinp* 
to open an industrial (*.entre and they are seriously thinkinp^ of a port in which 
they aie beinp* backed by their neiphliourinp* provinces of Bihar and United 
Ih'ovinces and serious at tempt is beinp* made to have the whole port route 
shifted on to the ports of Vizap'apaiam and Bombay. So if this trade channel 
of firissa, Hihar and Tainted Provinra's is diverted froin t^ahuitta what will 
your (hlcutt^i jx)!-! do. So do n-ot indulp*e in illusion and day dreams. So you 
must have the p'ofxlwill of the whol(‘ of India. You must have co-operation 
of tlie Hindus, Bonpal cannot piosper without the co-operation of the 
Hindus. Benp'al must be a ha])py country both for the Hindus and the 
Muslims. In Ihmpal cai)italists must feel s(*cure — . 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Capitalists are all non-Benp'alis. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, non-Benpali capitalists are already 
here and you cannot drive them. I know as a mattei* of fact and 1 may 
remind my Muslim friends tliat there is lip loyalty to Benpailis and they speak 
of it very p'libly, but 1 find if anybody has any infiuem’e on the Ministry it 
is the Ispalianis not a Benp-ali Muslim, in the services in the (fovernment of 
India there are the United Provinces Muslims and the Punjabi Muslims, the 
Benp’ali Muslims are parias there. You talk very "libly of your love for the 
Benp'ali Muslims but we know as a matter of fact that in the Ministry they 
are nowhere. The Benp-ali Muslims may be c/oolies and clerks but it is the 
Ispalianis that dominate in Hie Ministry, in the services of the Government of 
India it is the I’unjabi Muslims and United Provinces Muslims that rule and 
no Benp’ali Muslims, So, I would advice tliat unite with us, the Hindus, and 
in case of an all-India constitution of which there is every chance from the 
trend of the events in that case a united demand of the Hindus and Muslims 
of Benpal will have an effective voice. Otherwise you are parias now ami 
you will remain so. (Kn\N Sahiii Maiti.vi WAiriDU/.z \man : By keepinp* 
Birlas here) I do not like to rejdy to that. Birlas and Ispalianis there will 
be so lonp‘ as you do not join the Hindus. I would appeal to the Bengali 
Muslims that if you wish to jret rid of these Birlas and Isjiahanis, if you wish 
to have a position on all-India affairs t^ike your brothers, the Hindus, in your 
confidence. In tliat C4ise the claim of Benp-al will be irrestible otherwise if 
you still adhere to this policy of ruliiifjf by majority of votes ])id ^ood-bye to 
that idea of doing- real gcMid to the people, it will never come and it can never 
come. So reallv this complaint ought to be remedied. It appears that the 
H on’ble the Ihiiance Minister is still thinking of the allocation of revenues, 
but the allocation would be a history of the past as the future c-onstitution has 
to judge what would be the Ixisis of the allocation. You mav have 
independent sources of income. You mav destroy with your own hand the 
(Jalculta Port b> pursuing the pi-esent policy of ruling by majority votes. I 
warn yon no real industry can be built up and the real structure of society 
can be laid unless there is co-operation between the two communities. No 
particular community can tolerate the tyranny and oppression of another 
community for all time. 
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Now, I would refer to some of the particular items in the statement of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister as to the cause of the present economic condi- 
tion of the country. He says “In my opinion it is due to the inflatory forces.’^ 
No doubt it is the "encral cause but the ravages caused by the inflatory 
forces has been accentuated particularly in Bengal by corruption and ineffi- 
ciency. Inflatory forces are there all over India but the result is not the 
same and therefore we are to consider why the result is so disastrous in Benp^al 
alone. 

Then al>out tlie extraordinary expenditure and other things. A picture 
of the few schemes of development of the country has been ”‘iven. But the 
past record of course does not create any confidence in our mind. Schemes 
there were and funds tliere were but the schemes were not worked out. So, 
thefe were really no schemes for the welfare of the people or perhaps those in 
charge of the schemes were scheming- for their own benefit. 

Then as to the future «rrant of Rs. b9 crores which we aie f^oinn- to receive 
from the CentT’e in a five-year plan • To that \vv can only say that if the money 
allotted by the CVntie is to be really emploved for the welfare of the people 
and is rvot to be allowed to ‘>0 into the hands h)! the <»rabbei's, into the hands 
of those sharks who just ho\ei‘ liiround th()S{‘ u ho are in ])ower for a sliare 
in that and it the sharks aie not to b(‘ alloucal to swallow tliat amount I 
woubl insi^'t that the (‘ontrol of the tnnds should be jilaced in the hands of 
a joint committee of both se<*tions ot the House so llmt thev may ”'ive their 
ju(4i;'ment o\('r it. It should not, be left tt) the sliarks to control the funds. 
Th(' scheme ou^'lit to be coiit t olhal . or Tatlnu’ tin* woikiu”- of tin* scheme ou^’ht 
to be under the eonti-ol ot a joint committ(‘e of both the sectioTis of the House 
and ouo'ht not to be kdl to la* done aeeordnii*' to the wislnrs of those who are 
anl\ anxious to please those slmrks who often hover iiround them. 

Then coniino- t-o Fducation I find there is a sju'cial j^i’ant to the Muslims. 

I welconn* it. 1 do not oppose it. Really the standard of edinaition amongst 
my Muslim brethren is still not up to the mark it ou^ht to be. They reiiuire 
special aid and special aid should be ^iven. There is nothing to object to 
that. This spendiii”' of the money, 1 think, will really be for the IxMterment 
af the country. But one thin<Tr I cannot subscribe to and here I differ from 
aiy honourable friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, who says that the Muslims re((uire 
separate institutions which are conjrenial to their nature. I think, in the 
inodern century to sjieak of tliis, that a particular section of the public or a 
■ommunity wishes to lead an exidusive life and they do not think that their 
contact with ihe other jieojile would Ik* eonjj^enial 40 them is a thin”- which 
^'ou must not allow in ^our community to ”-t-ow. If you wish Muslims to ”et 
uliKMition in FiiT-Kipe I welcome it but not separate institutions for the iliffer- 
*nt communities in the land of their birth. I s.^ > come in contact with the 
Hit side peoj)l(*. It IS the brushiii” of the shoulders with the other people 
*\hich would make yoTi competent, which would arouse in you a spirit of com- 
petition. So this idwi of co”-eniality, that of liavin^^ education in a con”-en- 
al atmosphere, I am iHisitively ot the opinion, will he to the detrlm(‘nt of 
he interests of the Muslim youths thems(dves. I'bt'iy atmospbei'(* is con- 
’-enial, if you adapt yourself to it. And rtsilly tfie Muslims and the TTindu.s 
)u<^'ht to ”'et educated in the same institution and no action ouj^ht to be taken 
vhich would increase the cleavafi^e between the two communities. It will 
)e to your interests; it will be to our interests. There oun-ht to be <‘ontuct 
letween the two communities, in all the spheres of life, and no exclusiveness 
)f a particular community should be tolerated at all. So this idea of a 
separate Muslim University or of particular institutions for the Muslims 
uio-ht to be discouraofed. Have your ”-rant; utilise it; use it for the uplift 
if the Muslims. Let tlie whole Muslim community be educated and be 
aised in the estimation of the world. It will be to the benefit of the country, 
t will be ecpially to the benefit ot the Hindus. But ap^ain I request you to 
iive up the idea of exclusiveness, to ^ive up the idea of a separate Univer- 
nty or of a separate institutiori. As regards culture, certainly the Muslim 
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has his own culture, the Hindu has his own culture, the Christian has his 
own culture, every country has got its own culture but that does not debar 
the Hindus and Muslims being educated in the same institution. That does 
not debar their coming in oontjxct in all spheres of- life with others with 
increasing cordiality between the two communities and that would create 
a healthy feeling of brotherhood between the two major communities. 

One mf)re thing and I finish. It is a matter in which I may say that I 
am somewhat concerned in my official capacity as the President of the 
Refugees Rehabilitation Committee of Tippem and Noakhali. There was a 
Committee formed. I did come in contact with the refugees and I know 
something personally of tlie condition of these refugees. Sir, the refugees 
have left the refugee (amps and are not at present concerned with the distri- 
bution of doles at all. Now comes the (piestion of rehabilitation of those 
p(K)ple who ha(l left their homes and are now going hick there. Most of 
them are not rich people like my friends sitting over there and 99 per cent, 
of them are very poor people, cultivators, who re(|iiire houses, cow^s, cattle 
for cullivation, implemenis of husbandry, and ordinary clothings and they 
want all these things without any dehiy. Even when I was coming to 
Calcutta, to attend the session of this House, 1 had met the Special Commis- 
sioner for Relief, Mr. Nurannabi Chowdhury who is posted there and brought 
to his notice the fact that the ploughing season is passing, the sowing season 
was passing, those men had no plough or (tattle or anywhere to live in. If 
the vast tracts of paddy land were allowed to remain uncultivated you will 
be facing a famine. I found him, 1 must say, very sympatludic, an officer 
popular with the people, the masses, a g(X)d officer, but his reply was that 
ne could not help very much in the matter. ‘I am being informed that spades 
are coming, ploughs, and other implements are coming, but 1 am not receiv- 
ing any’ — that was liis reply. Sir, if this is the state of things, then it is 
very undesirable. Every one of us knows, every one who has some ac(]uaint- 
aru'e with Eastern Bengal, knows that the sowing season is passing off and 
unless the people are immediately supplied with all these elementary require- 
ments, the implements for agriculture 4ind they are also granted money for 
housing,* it is impossible for them to carry on. There is on paper a list of 
grants. I liave seen letters on this matter; the letters say ‘plough, spade 
and other implements are being sent, etc.’ but, Sir, letters do not help in 
cultivating the land; they want something tangible and the Ilon’ble Minister 
concerned should certainly think over the matter and relieve the distress 
of the peole without the least delay. 

I will now finish, Sir,’wdth a statement of sincere appeal to my brethren 
of the Muslim community vhat as they form the majority community in the 
country the future of Bengal depended mostly on them. If you mar the 
future of Bengal, history will put the blame upon you. I say again that the 
Hindus are (luito prepared to extend their hand of co-operation but a hand of 
co-operation only and not by way of subjugation or slavery, and a hand of 
equal rights. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Mr. President, I would have very 
much liked that the Ilon’bte Chief MiriLster had been present in the Chamber, 
for. Sir, as far as T have found from the working of the new organisation 
that is working in the Secretariat, I see that only one department of Govern- 
ment is functioning and that is the Chief Minister’s Department, and most 
of the Ministers according to the Rowland Committee’s scheme of things that 
is now prevailing in the Secretariat are nothing more than departmental 
heads occupying positions similar to that of head assistants. There is no 
initiative left to any mini.ster; no final shaping of policy. The Minister is 
not master in his own department and even if anything is agreed upon in 
the Development Department it gets entangled in the Chief Minister’s 
Department which has become an octopus, so to say ; wffiich has become a 
machinery for delay and defeat every scheme whatever it might be. Then, 
Sir, the Finance Department as far as my knowledge goes, is nothing more 



1947 .] 


GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. 


243 


than an Audit Department short of any other responsibility. So it is in the 
fitness of things that every individual Minister, if he has any initiative, 
should rise ag’ainst any policy which is followed in accordance with the 
regime of the Section 93. The Ministers seem to take no initiative regard- 
ing their departmental schemes. The policy followed during the Section 93 
period is still continuing. Everything that emerges from a Minister’s 
department gets entangled in the Chief Minister’s Department and I may at 
once describe as the working centre of that organisation. Therefore if any 
Minister should have been here and should have taken notes of the sugges- 
tions from the members of this House he is the Chief Minister, because he 
is the head of all the departments and it is he who controls the administration 
in every way. I may tell the House that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is over- 
whelmed with work; people hang on to him for days together for conferences 
of very important ehameter and he cannot apply his mind to the office and 
because of this enormous amount of work which he takes upon himself, — 
I do not know if it is thrust upon him — he is not able to do justice to it with 
such efficiency and expedition as he would have done otherwise. Therefore, 
as on the last occasion I protested against this system of administration 
which has been introduced, so I do again emphasise that Government as a 
whole must decide whether the scheme is working successfully or whether 
that scheme should be allowed to continue and whether their policy has led 
to any progress. • 

Now, Sir, before 1 pass on to the budget figures, I should like to recipro- 
cate wholeheartedly with the sentiments expressed by Mr. Diitta, the leader 
of the Opposition. I wholeheartedly agree with all that he has said regard- 
ing the need of co-operation between the Hindus and the Muslims. Sir, my 
desire in this direction is no less than what he said. I (juite agree with him 
when he said tliat if tin* jiiovince is to i)r()gress, if the ])ro\iiH*(‘ is to ])ros])er, 
the coninuinities must co-operate, that it is by this co-operation between the 
Hindus and tin* Muslims the number of which is almost eijually balanced, the 
piovince can progress. It is not only true in Bengal, but it is true for the 
wdiole of India. What we feel here is felt for a garoater degree by*thc people 
of other provinces in India. There should be a complete change of outlook 
and attitude towards each other. Mr, Dutta spoke of Bengal minority. I 
think, Sir, that minority interest should always be safeguarded everywhere. 
We, Hindus and Muslims, who have been ruled by the British for over 200 
years know to our exist what is to be ruled by others. So we must always 
safeguard the interest of the minority. For the last 10 years we arc presiding 
over the administration of the province without 'any real power of control. 
We have no control over the machinery of administration. The machinery 
has created such an amount of frustration in uur mind that our inner feel- 
ings have undergone a great damage. So I say there should be 
co-operation between the Hindus and the Muslims and without co-operation 
one cannot by sheer weight of number rule. Let us take up the challenge 
that has come from His Majesty’s Government and let us show that we can 
take up the challenge and rise equal to the occasion and decide before we 
can perform the great Uisk of ruling the sub-CHXitinent. We (van see reason 
in the argument of the opponent, we can compromise and they can evolve a 
system which will be beneficial for all doing injustice to none upholding the 
interests of everybody. Therefore, Sir, I extend my full sympathy and 
support to what Mr. Dutta has .said that there will be a oo-oporation between 
the two sections for the general good of the country. It is believed that 
without the oo-operation of one community the other community cannot even 
rule much less cian they further the interest of the country. 

Now, Sir, the present budget is a repetition of what has been done in 
1946-47. In fact I scanned through it very quickly and I have not been able 
to find any new light thrown in and the defects that were there are still there. 
First of all I would draw your attention to what is happening in the Civil 
Supplies Department. On the last occasion I said that this commercial 
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department has been taken over by the Government for the first time on a 
very vast scale employing a capital of Rs. 100 crores in a financial year or 
a fiscal year. Therefore this (lepartment should have checks and balances 
that are essential for running a successful business concern. I pointed out 
that many people have been able to become millionaire from nothing but how 
is it that Government lost crores of rupees in the transaction of foodgrains. 
A little scanning will show liow the amount has been lost during the last 4J 
years of the administiation of the Food Department. Subsidised foodgrains 
cannot be included in that loss because subsidised food account goes into 
the other budgetary heads. Under tlie head “Purchase and Sale of Food- 
grains” for ordinary rationing for the general consumers in 4 years Rs. 4,686 
lakhs have been lost. Why has it not been possible to pass all these losses 
to the consumers? Why is it that the losses of tin; entire ])iovince should 
be borne by the poor men who pay annas b as tax only? Why has it not been 
possible to increase' the price of rice from annas 6 to annas 7 to meet the 
losses? The Defiartuient spent Rs. 24 crores in 4.1 years and Rs. 4,686 lakhs 
have been lost- in tlie opi'ration of the (hvil Supplies ( I'ood Dejiartment ) . I 
ask — has this colossal figure reia'ived the attention which it deserves from 
the public as well as from the Go\ermnent ? lias anv attempt been made to 
place that before the House .so that the attention of the members might be 
directly focussed upon the state of aliairs. I am not saying that this loss 
Iwis been due to any fault in the administration of 4i jiarticular Minister. I 
say only tliat there is something wrong in the machineiv which employs 
ir),(H)() to 20,000 per.sons in the (hvil Supplies Department. Something 
should be done in order to remedy this continuous loss on a huge scale. 
This foodgrain supply is a business, pure and simjile, so this should b(^ 
niaruig(‘d as a business proposition. This should be treated as a separate 
subject and there should be a separate budget as the Railway Budget in the 
Government of India. The Government of India, is running this as an 
entirely business proposition having its bmil balance-sheets showing iirofit 
iind loss account through which the losses have occurred. Idierefore, Sir, I 
again plead that these should be separated altogether. This system of 
allocating vxiienses should be reviewed and re-examined and a new system 
evolved by which these huge losses from year to year can be stopped. 

In the same manner another new scheme has been brought this year. 
This is also a commercial scheme, the entire amount to be financed from hvans 
which the Government of India is advancing, I mo4in the Kanchrapara Area 
Development Scheme. For this the Government has already sanctioned a 
sum of Rs. 50 lakhs for the' current year and another 50 lakhs is asked for to 
be sanctioned by the Assembly for tlie coming year. But one thing is that 
we have not, been Rild as reg^irds the commercial aspect of this proposition. 
We want to know something more befori' the Government proioeds further 
on this scheme. We want to know if the entire capital outlay will be one 
ciore of rupees or is still something to be added during the next ye^ir. What 
is the jirospeci of this 4irea for the return of the money that the Govern- 
ment is investing and how and to what extent the landlords of the area have 
bei'n benefited by the schcMc. What is the ultimate benefit accruing to 
the jiroviiicc as a whole? If this scheme is to be one of the trading concerns 
of the BengMil Government, as it appears it is, and if this money spent is to 
be made good, a profit in the bargiain should have been made and should be 
made. Without any such end in \iew, if this amount is foolishly spent 
necessitating more funds, in the long run this niiiy be found a losing concern 
and the future Government may think that it is not worth continuing and 
the entirt' amount will thus be lost. Therefore some idea about this scheme 
should be given to this Ilouse. 

Now, Sir, let me CHime to the Post-War Development Schemes. We saw 
several post-war development schemes shown in the budget for the year 
1946-47. This Ministry while presenting the budget last year said that these 
schemes were drawn up by the Section 93 official Government, that they 
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were not satisfied with the presentation of the schemes as they were and yet 
they had no time to scrutinise them and to present them in the proper form. 
These schemes were to be executed at the expense of the Government of 
India as they decided to give to each province a sufficiently large sum of 
money with a definite direction that the Provincial Government must be able 
to spend the sum on causes which they thought best. They granted 12 crores 
of rupees and the Provincial Government here under the stress and piessure 
from the Centre thought that they must have some schemes on which to 
utilise the sum offered by the Centre and they must be for*the benefit of the 
province. It is one thing to draw up several schemes and it is quite a differ- 
ent thing to see that tlie money is well spent on schemes properly drawn up 
and the work completed in pioper time. Out of this 12 crores only 4 to 5 
crores were spent and the rest remains unspent and the amount that has been 
spent has been on existing structures, namely, acquisition of large buildings 
already built by the military and the money has been spent only on such 
acquisition and no original construction work was done. To name the works 
that were undertaken there is none. For Itoad Building 1 crore 92 lakhs w^as 
sanctioned but only 8A lakhs could be spent during the year. Let me give 
some figures for other items. For Agriculture 85 lakhs were s^inctioned 
for expenditure during the year 194b-47; only 8A lakhs could be spent and 
the balance of 2(iA lakhs remained unspent. For the North Calcutta Rural 
Electrification Scheme 83 lakhs were sanctioned; only 7 A lakhs cxiuld be .spent 
and 25A lakhs remained uiispt'nt. h'or Civil W'orks 19 lakhs w(‘re budgeted; 
only 2A lakhs could be spent and the balance of loA lakhs remained unspent. 
For gills secondary education 2 A lakhs were samdioned but the expenditure 
was nil. hkir the Medical Budget 95 lakhs were sanctioned; but 22 lakhs 
were only siient and tlie balance remained un.spent. h'or Public Health 5 
lakhs were sanctioned; only 1 lakh could be spemt and the balance of 4 Lakhs 
remained unspent. For Agricultuie 7(S lakhs were sanctioned; only 28 
hikhs could be sjient and the balance of 50 lakhs remained unspent. For 
Veterinaiy b lakhs were sanctioned; nothing’ could be sjient and everything 
remains unspent. h"or Tndustiies 11 lakhs were sanctioned; only Rs. 8(),()()0 
CHUild be spent and the balance reinaintMl unsjient. For the construction of 
Itoads 92 lakhs wert‘ sanctioned; only S lakhs could be spent 1111 ^! the rest 
remained unspent. It is no use nquuiting this sad st^iry as y-oii w’ill find that 
the story is the same with many other departnienis also. Wliat is tho 
reason at the* root oi all this is tin' old administrative machinery wdiich has 
proved incompetent times without number. AVho does not know, Sir, that 
5 lakhs oi rufiees were allotted to this proviru’e for building roads before 
the w'ar came in, of which not a single pice ooukl be spent in spite of the 
fact that all schemes were ready but the machinery w’as rotten, and nothing 
could be done. Therefore, a suprmne efiort should be made by Govern- 
ment to see that the macliinery w liich they Ik. >’e inherited from their pre- 
decessors is .so radically clianged and remodelled that any progress which 
is contemplated by any Ministry may be made possilile of achievement. 
(Mr. Buoy Singh Naiiar : Get rid of the I.C.S.). Well, anyway tlie T.F.S. 
are fading awuiy, but I do not know’ w’hether any other rule which will come 
in its place w’ill improve matters as w^e expect.^ But anywav tliat chapter 
seems to be closing, and w’e need not pursue that ’point. I w’lll now give you 
an example of how’ road building has been handled in my district. There 
has been a road .sanctioned in my district as long ago as 1929-30 a.s one of 
the provincial roads; it w’as taken over by the Provincial Road Board 
and one could easily expect that it would be taken in hand. But up to 
now nothing has been done. This year in the year 1947, and in the month 
of January, I w’as told that the department had called for tenders for brick 
burning — in January, 1947, Sir, for a scheme which had been samdioned 
as early a.s 1929. I w’ould therefore ask the Hon’ble Minister to empiire 
into the matter, as to wdiat w’as the difficulty in the budget grant or in the 
policy that a notifiesation about tenders for brick burning wucs issued so late 
asking applicants to come forward ready to burn bricks which ought 
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actually to have been prepared in December last and which should have 
been in the kiln at least in the month of January. But it is now only that 
the Communications and Works Department is asking the people to come 
forward to offer their prices for burning bricks which are to be utilised this 
year. If the department’s policy is such in which the Communications and 
Works Department, is merged then it will be lucky even if at the end of the 
year 1947, they can decide their minds as to when, where and to whom they 
af'e going to give orders for bricks necessary to metal the road. Therefore, 
unless some supreme effort is made to remedy this defect no progress, far 
less building a happy and prosperous Bengal on a large and gigantic scale 
that is contenjplated by many, is not likely to be seen in the near future. 

Sir, there is one distressing thing which I submit is agitating tlie minds 
of most of UK now. It is the price of the ordinary commodities which are 
rising rapidly in a spiral form. After the Government of India’s handing 
over of control of most articles, that how^ever has lai)sed and it is high time 
to seriously consider the (|uestion of checking the inflation of prices. 
France has started to check it drastically because the end of inflation has 
brought in disaster of a nmgnitude which many nations have not been able 
to overcome in a quarter of a century. We have seen that in Sind also, 
where there is a danger of inflation of every commodity price. Therefore 
I say that it is a matter for serious cx)nsideration and I earnestly appeal to 
the Government that they should apply their minds as to whether it is now 
possible for them to fall back upon the rigid price control and distribution 
of essential commodities of life. It is no use denying the fact that with 
control will come in corruption. We cannot and have not been able to 
completely eradicate corruption. But there is no reason why we should 
not make a serious effort to see what can be done to check corruption and 
inflation that is about to be an all embracing feature throughout the 
province. 

The next thing that I want to bring before the House is the remarks 
made by some of my friends opposite by way of criticism of the budget. 
They have characteiised the budget as a communal budget. Now, Sir, 
with regard to the remarks made against the grant of Bs. 10 lakhs for 
Muslim education, Mr. Dutta, Leader of the Opposition, has already given 
a proper reply to that criticism. I may say. Sir, in tliis connection that 
many of my other Hindu friends also have often said in the past that the 
need for Muslim education is very great and that for this they should be 
given as much as possible and no one should grudge it. But here only 10 
lakhs has been allotted f{)r Muslim education and ecjually another 10 lakhs has 
been given for a s(‘ction of the Hindus who are also in need of help. Muslims 
are, as you all know, admittedly in need of encouragement in the matter of 
education and they should get much more than has been allotted for their 
education. So a grant of only 10 lakhs for Muslim education, should not be 
objected to and any one having a sen.se of reality should not call it a com- 
munal budget, nor a iirovision of one lakh for the Islamia College should be 
objected to. I may say. Sir, that Islamia College is not a Muslim College. 
To it Hindus are as much wehome to join as Muslim are. Therefore if you 
have an Islamia College it will be for the general improvement 
of educational system and it is not a sectarian college which iny friends 
o])posite are api)reheiisive of, and therefore it is not good to try to put it a-s 
a communal budget. These sentimental or emotional remarks should 
not be made. Let us come down from sentiment or emotion to 
reality. The position is that if larger grants are made for Muslim educa- 
tion and if appointments are made in the larger numbers in public services 
for 10 years even then the number of Muslims will not be equal to that of 
Hindus. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, although it is customary to con- 
gratulate the Finance Minister on presentation of the yearly budget, it is 
difficult to observe that custom in face of the dismal financial situation with 
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which we have been confronted. In the current year the deficit is 13 crores 
28 lakhs 47 thousand. For the coming year, the deficit is shown at 6 crores 
20 lakhs and 14 thousand and if as we must add to it 6 crores more which 
will be necesary to give effect to the scheme for the revision of pay of the 
Government employees, the deficit will be 12 crores. In two years therefore 
the deficit is 25 crores which is an absoultely disgraceful state of affairs. 

Sir, the limit of taxation has been reached. There is hardly any yvay out 
of the impasse except by a subvention from the (^entre to offset the borrow- 
ing which is necessary to balance the budget with 2h crores more for the open- 
ing balance. Sir, Bengal is the richest province in India having the greatest 
jmtential resources and yet Bengal now stands at the threshold of bankruptcy. 
No doubt the financial relations between the Centre and Bengal biought about 
by the Meston Award and the Niemeyer scheme have operated very prejudi- 
cially for the latter and we have every sympathy with the Finance Minister 
in his efforts not merely to get the subvention but also to get revision of 
the schemes so as to put Bengal on sound financial basis. The League 
Government should realise before it is too late that discretion is the better 
part of valour and that in \vooing the Centre with the plaintive cry of “live 
and let live”, the League Government should see to it that its party buries 
fifty faBioms deep its war cry of “Larke Lenge Pakistan — a l^akistan. Sir, 
which is politically foolish and economically highly unsound. 

Sir, while we have every sympathy with the Finance Minister in his 
effort to win the good grace of the Centre, we must say that the manner in 
w’hich the League Government is carrying on the administration in Bengal 
and the manner in which they are handling the financies is open to the 
gravest objection. Sir, Bengal managed herself with 13 crores in 1937. 
The Government of India has always proved itself as Bengals Patron Saint. 
It wiped oft’ Bengal’s debt of 8 crores and allowed Bengal to start the work- 
ing of the new constitution with a clean slate. Gradually receipts and 
expenditure were mounting up and for lour more years Bengal pulled 
through with receipts and expenditure varying from 13 to 10 crores. Then 
came the sudden rise in expenditure to 31 crores with the receipts standing 
at 23 crores. Next year the expenditure rose to 42 crores with receipts 
standing at 32 crores and so on till we reached the present stage at which 
receipts stand at 38 crores 73 lakhs 2 thousand with expenditure higher by 
1,328 lakhs and 47 thousand and the receipts for the coming year forecast 
at 4,76,789 lakhs with the expenditure showing at Rs. 53,881 lakhs. Sir 
all these years it w^as the Government of India which liberally contributed 
for upkeep of this Government. Some excuses for inability to square the 
budget were handy, namely, war, famine, etc. I will not top to enquire 
who was responsible for the man-made famine ^’dilch devasted Bengal in 
1943-44 nor shall I point out how Ass«im being more in the war ba.se than 
Bengal could present far more satisfactory budgets than Bengal but this 
much I Want to saj* that for the past two years, Bengal is no longer in the 
grip of famine and that the war drum has ceased to beat since s'eptember, 
1945. Why then should we have in course of two years a deficit of 25 crores ? 
The League’s high-ups have made the Governinenit of Bengal a party caucus 
since 1937 and constituted the Government with a set of incompetent bullies. 
With full connivance of this puppet Government the Muslim Leiigue on lOtli 
August, merrily started Direct Action — wdiich resulted in the great Calcutta 
Carnage with terrible loss of life and property. Then followed the Noakhali 
and Tippera outrages resulting in considerably greater extensity in damages 
to life ancl property and in rupture of good relations between the two ma")or 
communities inhabiting Bengal. They had repurcussions in Bihar where 
for all the more deplorable brutalities which occurred, Government of 
Bengal must share the responsibility. Sir, conscious of that responsibility, 
Ihe erring Government deputed without consultation wdth the Bihar Govern- 
nient one of the most notoriously reactionary communal minded officer to 
act in liaison with the Muslim League party to share in works of rescue and 
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reh 4 ibilit.ation of sufferers in Bihar. They returned with 150,000 Bihar 
refugees who have been promised succour, relief, comfort and settlement 
in Bengal with the ultimate object of pakisthanising Western Bengal which 
is overwhelmingly non-Muslim. These activities of the Muslim League 
party with the full connivance and support of the Bengal Government caused 
ever-widening and serious drain in the finances of Bengal in the sha])e of 
21 crores for relief and rehabilitation of the Bengal sufferers and of over 1 
crore for Bihar refugees — all due to communal frenzy brought about by <the 
Direct Action Policy of tiie Mulim League party of which the Bengal 
Government is but a party. We are afraid that the Centre in considering the 
allotment of subvention may take into consideration all these factors and 
something more I am relating hereafter. It is this that the Direct Action 
Policy has taken a new turn. The policy has been taken up by the Govern- 
ment in right earnest in pursuit of which they totally ignore the existence 
of all sections of the people except the Muslims and are pursuing it with a 
ruthlessness the like of which it will be difficult to find a parallel. Take for 
instance the legislative ac-livities of the Government — their Bill for acquisi- 
tion of cultivable waste lands of Bengal which will require unlimited 
moneys with the intention, as we believe, of Moslemising those areas, that 
daylight robbery Bill — the Bargadar’s Bill to finish the middle class 
hh(i({ raloks as they finished the great body of Hindu creditors by the Debt 
Settlement Boards — their Bill for the exploitation and extinction of fisher- 
men in Bengal miscalled the Bengal Piotection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill. 

Sir, let me now turn to their educational policy. They are out to 
implement their promise to the Moslem League Party to get through the 
Secondary Eduction Bill over which a Ministry foundered and about which 
the Ijeague Party and the Government were left in no doubt as to the 
attitude and opinion of the non-Muslims. Yet they must have it with a 
mint of money. Their creation of a special fund of Ils. 10 lakhs for Muslim 
education ignoring the claims of adequate help to all educational institu- 
tions which cater to the educational advancement of all sections of the 
people isrespective of any caste or creed but which are dragging a miserable 
existence. Extension of Tslamia (College which since its start could not 
compete successfully with other progressive institutions in Calcutki, hostels 
for Muslim students in (hihuitta, grant to Islamia Hospikd, Madrasas, etc., 
which by themselves are not wrong are some of the significant items of 
expenditure in glaring contrast with the Government effecting a saving of 
the much-needed expenditure of 9 laklis which w^as earmarked this year for 
the expansH)!! of the University College of Science. But what is particularly 
wrong is the preliminary provision made to start a Muslim University. Sir, 
they are going to acquire 2, ()()() acres of land near about Calcutki, and they 
intend to move the Islamia College there and making it a nucleus they aim 
to start at the exi>euse of non-Muslims whose contribution to the public 
excheciuer is higher than that of the Muslims — they aim to start 
at a cost of d to 4 crores of rupees which after all would be a com- 
munal University. Bengal is suffering already from an overdose of com- 
munalisiu and this University when in action will breed fanatical com- 
munalists who will be a danger to the society and peace and tranquillity of 
the wdiolo province. If we kn^k at the past history of the Dacca Moslem 
students and of the Aligarh University students, my forecast will have 
ample justification. 

Sir, if the items of expenditure on subjects I have dealt with be added 
on one side together with what has been provided for the upkeep of that 
notoriously inefficient and corrupt department of Civil Supplies, a depart- 
ment, Sir, which frittered away 21 crores on leaky boats, boats which do not 
float, a department. Sir, which lias as yet given no just ificat ion for its 
further cxintinuance but which really is found essential for Muslim League 
supporters of the Government and we look to the deficit as shown in the 
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Budget. On tlie other side, we find that the communal policy of the pre- 
sent Government is mainly responsible for the inability of the Finance 
Minister to present a balanced budget. You do all ugly things, show deficit 
and then approach the Centre for subvention being (jiiite oblivious of the 
fact that he who seeks equity must come with clean hands. 

Sir, I have indicated in very brief outline the Direct Action which is 
being carried on by this communal Government to the prejudice of and 
against the best interests and wishes of the 45 per cent, of the {H)pulation 
in Bengal. Sir, the cominxuial activities of this i>iirtisan Government have 
so exasperated and alarmed a certain section of the people that already 
there is a strong body of public opinion favouring partition of Bengiiil. In 
fact, Sir, a conference was held on the 17th February, last, in which 
amongst others not less than 11 members of the Bengal Legislature took 
part and in which they decided to mobilise opinion for a separate province 
tor the Bengalee Hindus. vSir, in 1900, a province was i-arved out for the 
Muslims by Lord Curzon. A vigorous and sustained agitation against the 
partition of Bengal led by Sir Surendranath Banerjee of hallowed memory 
resulted in its annulment after six years of Ikistern Bengal Government at 
Dacca and Bengal was re-united and raised to the status of a Governor’s 
Province in 1911. The time has biought its revenge. The Muslim lieague 
in fanatical pursuit of communalism has so coloured the outlook of the 
fjovernment that Hindus very generally feel that their interests are no 
longer safe in its hands. In this atmosphere we have now before us the 
momentous declaration of His Majesty’s Government made in Parliament 
on the 20th February, last. Sir, before this declaration all other questions 
pale into insignificance. Particularly it is a declaration which touclies 
Bengal very mindi and with it its present and future budgetary provisions 
also. Sir, I will (piotc a relevant jrortion of Mr. Prime Minister Attlee’s 
Statement. Tt runs as follows: “His Majesty’s Government wish to make 
it cleiar tliat it is their definite intention to take mnessaiy steps to eff‘(‘ct 
the transference of power to lesponsibh* Indian hands by a date not latei' 
than June 1948”. Then In' goes on to .say, “Hut it it slnnild appear that 
such a constitution will not have been worked out by a fullv repre,senUitive 
Assembly before the time mentioned in paragrajih 7 (June, 1948), His 
Majestv’s Government will have to consider to whom tlie powers of the 
Gentrai Government in British India slnmld be handed over, on the due 
<late, whether as a whole to some lorm of C’entral Goxernmeni for British 
India or in some areas to the existing Provincial Governments or in sucdi 
other waj as Jiiay seem most reasonable and in the best interests of the 
Indian people”. Sir, we have betore us the budget for the next 12 mouths 
to end on March 81, 1948, and here is a statement of definite date for trans- 
ference of power to happen in next 15 months with a very sinister hint at 
Bengal. Sir, 1 have no apprehensions us to tdie (’entre whicli, I trust, will 
be made strong to withstand any outside or inside attacks. But as 1 have 
said Bengal is in ilanger. 1 will, therefore, not toindi on other jxiints tint 
shall confine myself to the (piestion-s relating to Bengal. Sir, J stand for 
united India and as a jiart of it for united Bengal, if possible, divided Bengal, 
it necessary. It was not for nothing that Bengal agitated to be re-united. 
In the agitation which followed in the wake of the partition, arguments 
lor and against partition were exhausted. It is tcxi late in the day now to 
go over them again but with the danger looming ahead not a day must 
be lost for all non-Moslem leaders in Bengal to put their heads together 
and to solve what threatens to be perpetual serfdom of 45 per cent. non- 
Muslims of the province. I should think a joint demand should be pre- 
sented with an ultimatum h) the Government of Bengal and the Muslim 
League party which should be to tbe effect that (1 ) the present inefficient, 
corrupt and communal Ministry be dissolved; (2) the Ministry to be 
reformed being composed of equal numbers of Muslim and non-Muslim 
representatives, the Prime Minister being alternately a Congressman and 
a Leaguer; (3) joint electorates to replace the communal electorates from 
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the legislature down U) the loctil self-governing units; (4) public services 
to he filled by men recruited by a (xjmpeteut and non-partisan Public 
Service Commission through open competitive examinations; (5) religion to 
be divorced from the Slate and Bengal to remain a part and parcel of united 
India. 

If by a certain date, .sa> , four months from now, the demands are not 
mei, there must be p^usistejit. raging and tearing agitation carried on by 
the joint efforts of all non-Muslims braving all consequences making it 
impossible for Mr. Attlee to transfer power to this hostile, inefficient and 
corrupt Goverjiment whi(di draws its sustenance from communal votes and 
which, thereloie, is not a democratic institution at the same time demand- 
ing separation ol tin* west from the east of Bengal. Sir, if in spite of the 
Muslim licaguc, the s(‘|)>arat ionists can hope to curve out a separate pro- 
vince, then snicl\ the ^e|K^•atlonists joining forces with the unionists can 
enforce' the above demands. Sir, if the demands are met, there will be an 
agreed (vonst 1 1 ut ion and then things will so turn out that there will he no 
more deficit hudgetas. 4diere will he i)eace and i)lenty, progress and 
lmj)j)in(‘s.s all round. I'hcii' will he above all leal freedom which will enable 
each and every one of us to work on with luxol erect, with head on high. 

dai Jlirid. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Mr. Presnlent, Sir, before 
1 projiose to off(‘i‘ my congiatulat ions or thanks, if an\ , to iIk* youngest 
member (d the Ihmga! ('ahim*t through whom the coming yt‘ai-'s budget 
has lieen jirt'seiited to us, I ieel temjiital to give vent to mv feeling ot 
surj)rise as t<i wh\ tlu' honourable members ol tlie Opposition should be 
so much lacking in <‘lo((U('n((* to offer tiudr sincere gratefulness to him for 
giving t belli the giddi'ii ojipori unity to style this budget as a one-sided 
paii> budget on tbe giound that a small fraction ot the estimated amount 
has been provided lor a few Muslim iiisiitiitions althougii this amount pales 
into insignificance as com pa ic'd to what lias been provided for the benefit 
of the members id the (dln'i ( ommunity wdiose cause they are here to 
advoc-ate. Unfortunaiely tin' use of the 'words Islamic and Muslim seems 
to Inna* ♦created a consti'rmit lou in the Ojqiosition Group which has found 
expression on the fioors of both the Houses as wu'll as in the columns of 
new s[>iq)crs. Some' of t he* friends of the Opposition have gone to the 
lenglli of saving tliat n is a budget to have the w^ay to Pakisthan and fo 
salisfv those who are advocate's of (hal ideology. But it we go ilirough 
the budget carefully with an unbiased mind and judge it in its true per- 
specl i\ e*. till* irresist ihle a oiiclusioii is that it is not so. It is a niamuli 
hiidgi'l - a laucN jiroductioii ot the old hurc'aucratic* machine with charming 
))ictuies here aiiil then*-— \ c'lv beautiful to look at with nakc'd eyes, wliereiii 
atteiii})! has been made b^ the* so-called ]>eoples’ Government — J mean the 
present ('ahim't — to provide some aniounts for several luilion-huilding pro- 
jects and to meet reasonable jnihlic demands to some extent. T think the 
Finance Miiiistc'r for some of his frank and straightforward slateinents 
while presell ling the budged But I must at the same lime tell him that 
his si 1 algid lorwardiiess is not (o he a])preciate{l by those to please wliom 
tin' most valuable time aiid the best energy of the Fahiiiet under the able 
giinlame ot tbe llon’ble Fliief Minister are being devoted. Lavish allot- 
ments of crores for institutions wdiereiu the iidvocates of one nation theory 
and A k hand Bharat 4ire ruling and which in name are open to Muslims 
hav(' not satisfied them and on the contrary a few’ drops for the educational 
iqiliit (d Muslims who are admittedly hackw’ard and to mitigate S 4 ^me of 
the long-felt grievances, have become their eyesore. Allotment for the 
extension (d the Islamia (hdlege and the old scheme cd' Madrasas has been 
th(' suhject of hitter criticism, hut those critics do not utter a single word 
about the allot iiieiit of about 2 lakhs for Europeans and Anglo-Indians at 
Eurseoug under the “Improvement and extension of building”. God only 
knows when this mentality will he changed. Mr. Mazumdar in the con- 
cluding lines of his speech instructed the Muslims to shape their own 
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destiny hy establishing a capital at Dacca. This reminds us of the Bengal 
partition days more than 40 years back. I’ntorlunately not only you 
Mr. Mazumdar but many Hindu friends including the roaring tiger oi 
Hindu Mabasabha realises after a long lime the necessity of partition which 
was a settled fact unsettled by you and some of your predecessors Tlie 
contention of my friends of the Opjiositioii that it is a communai budget 
for the benefit of the Muslim community alone to be passed by a brute 
majority because of a small provision tor souk' Muslim institutions as 
good as calling a long-bearded or fowl-eating Hindu a true iMnslun. I 
would rather advise my friends to go deep into the budgi't and I am sure 
they will be disillusioned. I am grateiul to the Leader oi the Opjiosition 
who, however, <iwdug to his large-heartedness does not subscribe to that 
view. 

As my honourable frieiul Mr. Nur Ahnu'd, a very old meinbei- oi Ibi.'^ 
House, has very rightly remarked that the discussion ot the budget on the 
tlooi of this House is nolbing more than mademic, I will not take mm li 
of the time of this House by elaborate discussuui on different heads oi 
proposed expenditure, and in doing so, I .im undei the ]).tinfnl necessiiy to 
submit that almost the whole ot the Inidgel pi ov isfon has been earmarlonl 
lor works of jniblie utility in West Bengnl and in the surroii ndin^- s oi 
Calciiita. I am sorry that the Tton’ble Finance Minister wdio bails from 
North Ihmgal wuis not even tin* least ins])irt'(l by a bit of lo(‘al jiat not ism — 
juatriotism in the sense oi impartial treat inenl seems to lx* wanting. ()\(‘? 
and above the lavish provisions in the budget toi irrigation jHoj<*cls m West 
Bengal, all atientiori ot tin' ( ro\ ernim*nt appears to liavi* been c(*ntrefi 
round ralcuita for improvc'inenl of indiistr> and agricnlt nre. f fail tf> 
un(b‘rstand the logic behind it. East and Noidb Bengal nitli their dumb 
«nd iinletti'ri'd millions lia\e been .ni\ions]\ lookiii;' tor ward toi fuai't rca ' 
s(di(‘ines to be worked out in their liands ioi lli(‘ir economic U]dift and 
advaneemenl. But, unfortunatel\ they have been totallx' disajipointed. 
Even under bead “Medical and public li('altir' gioss lunmticc has bc<ui done 
to East and North Bengal. 1die rampb(>ll .Mcdnal Scfiool wdl be iais(‘d to 
the standard of a medical c-ollege— a new mcdnal cirllegc* will be started 
near the lake area at enormous costs, but iio such scheme is in cont(‘mpla- 
lion in tin* above two parts iri B(*ngal (‘X(‘ept addition of s(*veial hundiefl 
bods in the Dacca Medical fkiliegc. The distri(*t oi M ym(‘nsingh -- 1 he 
biggest district m the jirovince inliabiteil b.\ a population of more than HO 
laklis — has been running a small medical school with g*reat difticnltv. In 
spite of repiesent.at ions, net a tai thing has been provided in the budgel to: 
its improvement. The S. K. llosjiital in the headijuarteis of the disirn ! 
can sc‘arcely meet the large demands ot the putv'.jc. 1 nnnnieiable patients 
aic being refiis(>d admission every day owing to tlie limited number of seats. 
An addition of at least 2lK) bed.> by an extension of the hospital building i^ 
an urgent necessity. The Myinensingh miinicipahly owing to its limited 
resources can scarcely meet both ends with the r(*su]t that the roads and 
drains have been turned into nui.sance. The drainage scdienn* samtionod 
bv Government should be financ(*d at once to be worker] out m tlie inleresf 
of public health. The A. G. Ho.spitals started in different parts of Benp»a] 
are doing excellent w'orks. But tlie system of honsiug is so had and tlie 
supply of drugs and medicine so inadeijuate that medical officers cannot 
give medical aid to the public according to necessity and demand. A bett<‘i 
housing scheme .should be drawn np; tin* nninber of beds should lx* 
Increased and substantial raone^^ provided tor supply of medicine, etc. In 
the interest of rural Bengal all the A. G. llo'.pitals should he made perma- 
nent. The Finance Minister who is in charge of I.ocal Self-Gnvern nu*Tit 
and Medical Department ought to have thought it prudent to estalilisb one 
of the T. B. hospiiaLs either in East Bengal or in North Bengal. 

The provision for seed store at each thana headipiarters to the extent 
of 18 lakhs has been appreciated by many of us. But according to many 
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of UH the Department of Agriculture is a failure for all practical purposes. 
We have not yet been enlightened as to what effective result was produced 
by the allotment of 41 lakhs for establishment of seed multiplication and 
jute multiplication farms in the last year’s budget. There is a proposal 
for broadcasting of 45 laklis for researcb-cw77i-])reeding station at Harin- 
gliaia and JG lakhs for establishment of 4 livestock breeding farms and 
stud bulls. I doubt very much whether these projects will ever materialise. 
In this way lakhs and crores have been wasted after experiments. But 
alas the Department of Agriculture has remained the self-s^ime theoretical 
department. Experts from Europe and America have devoured much of 
Bengal’s fortune with no net result. The Department of Agriculture is now 
dominated by officers indented from the Punjab. It is said that the Punjab 
has made considerable progress in agriculture. But may T know what 
agricultural training tliese officers did undergo before they were taken to 
this department Is it a fact that in the name of improvement of agricul- 
ture. even kodalis and half res whifdi are available in large quantity in 
Bengal are being indented from the Punjab? One word almut seeds. Let 
us hoj)e that seeds will be muliiplied by the multip]i(aiion farms, but let 
not our misfortune be multiplied along with that. Sir, I know of instances 
where seeds of ainan ])addy supj)lied to farms by the contractors turned out 
|(» be (tush and mustard seeds supplied were too old will) the result that 
they never germinated. But in spite of complaints the lucky contractor 
did not suffer in the least. Two lakhs 97 thousands provided foT* construc- 
lion of buildings in connection with i>oultry schemes, I am afraid, will not 
be a good investment. 

Now about industry, no scheme or project has been i)resented to us for 
spiead of cottage industry. It appeiars from the budgel thai attempts will 
be made to overindustrialise the surroundings of Calcutta. The extension 
of electric power up to Burdwan will also help the growth of industry on 
the two sides of the line in West Bengal. I do not know what ])revented 
the Government to introduce a similar scheme in North and E;ist Bengal. 
So in a word the fate of hia^t Bengal and North Bengal is sealed, so far as 
industrial itnpi>ovement is concerned. 

The Civil Supplies Department is another cause of anxiety to the i)ublic. 
Fortunately or unfortunately one amongst us is holding the portfolio. We 
afe tired of bearing al><3ut maladministration and oorrupt practices in that 
d(‘{)artment . 1 do not think the Hon’ble Minister has suci'eeded in running 

the administration with a strong hand. We are disappointed to hear that N 
is still ruling and Y is bossing even though he is said t-o be at the helm of 
affairs. 1’he ])rovision foi- 4IM) deeps and 4 .sj>eedy light planes in the last 
year’s budget gave us the hope that the Ministers and the high officials will 
have e\tensiv(‘ U)urs all over the province and thereby mitigate public 
sufferings. But here too we are disap]>ointed. In the present budget one 
lakb 7() thousands have been provided for Parliamentary Secretaries in 
place of 9d thousand of the previous year and in place of 4 lakhs there is 
an allotnnml of about 7 lakhs for Ministers, TiCt us hope that things wall 
improve to a great extent in future. If the hon-ourable Ministers sincerely 
want our co-operation, then \v(‘ as iwirty members will certainly lend it, nay, 
1 am sure, even members ot the Opposition will not de])rive them of file 
same it they really mean business and not mere show. 

The absence of any provision in the budget for compulsory primary 
education and to give effect to the proposed Secondary Education Bill, if 
]>assed into law, has caused apprehensions in the minds ol many. Many 
iiright hopes were held out to the public at the time of the hist election 
about these two measures of legislation and the abolition of Permanent 
Settlement, but it appears that all tliese three measures are going to be 
shelved for an indefinite jieriod. We demand a definite statement in this 
connection from the Ministers holding the respective portfolios on the floor 
ot this House at a very early date. 
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Before I fesume my seat, Sir, I must say that I am really sorry to remark 
that honourable Ministers holding the different portfolios might have been 
present in the Chamber at the time of the discussion of the budget by this 
House. We consider their presence to be a privilege which the honourable 
Ministers should not think of denying to us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think 1 should will u{K)u any other member 
to speak today. But what about the date to which the House should he 
adjourned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, it hauS already been agre«‘il 
upon that there should be no sitting of this House on the 3rd and 4th ^Marcli. 
The House can, therefore, be adjourned till the 10th March, when we can 
get tlijough the Ordinance Bill and on the 11th and 12th we may resume 
the general discussion of the budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would rather suggest that we should not fix the 
llth and 12th March at this stage for the discussion of the budget, because 
it would not he wise to anticipate what time would be taken by the Ordin- 
ance Bill. It would be better to wait and see. 

The Hon’bte Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All right. Sir, as you suggest. 
1 have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Besides, one day may not be sufficient for the Bill. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, one day may not be sufficient. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Then the discussion of the budget 
he resumed after the disposal of the Ordinance Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I think that would be more convenient. We 
ran lesume the budget discussion after the Ordinance Bill is finished. The 
House, theretore, stands adjourned till 2-1-3 p.m. on Monday, the lOtli 
March. 


Adjournmant. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-1-5 p.m. on Monday, the lOth March, 
1947. 
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Members absent. 

TLe toliowiijg iiieiubers were ubseut from the meetiiiff held on the 28th 
February, 1947:— 

(Ij Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali (.’howdhury, 

(d) Mr. Mungturam Jaijmria, 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan, 

(d) Mr. Huiiiayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(6) Mr. Syed AhduJ Mazid, 

(7) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(8) Dr. Kumud Sankar Hoy, 

(9) Mr. Biswanatli Roy, and 

(10) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sesslorii 1947 — No. 14. 


The Council met in the Leg-islative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 10th March, 1947, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
fourteenth day of tlie First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (>2(2) («) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.t.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

Obituary References. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable members of the Council, 
it is the melanclioly duty of the Chair to refer to the demise of Sir Francis 
Stanely Jackson, an c.r-Governor of Bengal. This sad incident took place 
in London on the 9th of March. He was a prominent cricketeer, a great 
sportsman and was long associated with the Marylebone Cricket Club. He 
was for some time the Chief Whip of the Conservative Party and also 
Financial Secretary to the War Office between 1922 and 1923. He was the 
Governor of Bengal from 1927 to 1932. He was universally popular and 
respected by Europeans and Indians alik(‘. We deeply mourn his loss. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra (Jiandra Ghosh died in Calcutta at the ripe age 
of 87 on the 3rd March. He was an advocate of the High Court and a 
fellow of the ('alcutta University for a long time. He was an educationist 
and took considerable interest in promoting the Association known as the 
Scientific and Industrial Association for Indians Abroad of which he was 
the Founder Secretary. W(‘ dcejily mourn his loss. 

May their souls rest in peace. 

I would now request honourable members to rise in their place’s as a 
mark of respect to the dejiarted souls. 

(After the members have risen in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the permission of the House 1 would convey the 
sympathy of the Legislative Council to the members of the bereaved 
families. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Recommendations of the Shore Committee. 

64. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury); Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state — 

(а) if the attention of the Government of Bengal has been drawn to the 

recommendations of the Committee of Public Health, popularly 
known as the Bhore Committee; and 

(б) if so, what steps the Government of Bengal are contemplating to 

implement these recommendations? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) Yes. 

(5) The Development Schemes undertaken by the Public Health and 
Medical Branches of Health and Local Self-Government Department 
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implement some of tlie more important short-term recommendations of the 
Bhore Committee. Schemes 187 and 191, for instance, are in accord with 
the short-term recommendations of the Committee with regard to water- 
supply. Schemes 185 and 189 implement some of the recommendations with 
regard to Leprosy and Tuberculosis respectively, while Scheme 188 deals 
with malaria control as envisaged in the Bhore Report. In addition, it is 
proposed to implement the main recommendations of the Committee in two 
selected areas, Polba in district Hooghly and Kaliganj in district Dacca as 
pilot experiments and to await the results of these experiments before finally 
accepting all the recommendations for the Province as a whole. 

Educational Plan for five years. 

65. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether there is a 
5-year Educational l^lan drawn up by Government for developing general 
and technical education in Bengal?' 

(6) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to give us in short an outline of 
that plan ? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to give us also an approximate 
estimate of the costs therefor? 

(d) Is it a fact that there is the dearth of educational, general and 
technical experts to carry out that scheme? How will Government meet this 
difficulty ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (n) Yes. 

(h) and (c) Individual items of the plan are now being examined by the 
Development Department and after they are approved and sanctioned by 
India Government, the whole plan will be published. 

(d)*Yes, but an endeavour is being made to get trained staff either by 
recruitment from abroad or by sending students for advanced studies in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arising out of the reply to (d), is there any 
committee to select such students who are sent abroad ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many years will it take to bring 
the trained students back to Bengal to undertake the work? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: They are 
generally sent for two years’ training. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What is the personnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Some of 
them are being selected by the Public Service Commission and some are 
being selected by ad hoc committees set up foi the purpose. The personnel 
differs from year to year. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In (c), the reply says, “Individual 
items of the plan are now being examined by the Development Department 
and after they are approved and sanctioned by India Government, the whole 
plan will be published”. May I request the Hon’ble Minister to publish 
the scheme as soon as the examination is over so that the public may offer 
healthy criticisms before they are sent out to Delhi? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a suggestion and not a question. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. SAITED MUAZZAlltUDDfN H08AIM: Unless and 
intil the plan is finally examined by the Government of India we do not 
sropose to publish it. 

Khan Bahadur GHYASHUDDIN PATHAN; Arising out of (h), how 
ong has it been under examination by the Development Department and 
vhat time it will take to finish the examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The^s are 

‘xamining item by item and they have taken six montlis and it is expected 
;hat they will take six montlis more to finish the examination. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Will the IJon’ble Minister be pleased 
.0 state if communal ratio is being observed in selecting the candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Yes, we 
nsist on communal ratio being observed. 

The post of the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

66. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
IVIr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury): (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
.‘barge of the Education Department be pleased to state who is the 
permanent incumbent of the jiost of Director of Public Instruction, Bengal? 

(b) Who is officiating in his place at present? 

(c) When is the retirement of the otficiating incuinheiit due? 

{(]) What arrangements have been made for filling the iiost of Director of 
i’uhlic Instruction wium tin* otliciating incumhimt retires? 

(c) Is it a fact that the present officiating incumbent was chosen in 
mpersession of senior officeis in the department? 

(/) AVill the Government give an assurance that no sn(‘h >u])orsession will 
;ake ])hice when the post is filled aft(*r the retirement of the present officiating 
licunibent ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Mi ♦A. K. 

Jhanda. 

(h) l)i. Snehamoy Dutta. 

(c) Dr. Dutta will leach the age of sujierannuation in October, 1949. 

{(h No arrangenn'iits are at pri'scmt necessar\ . 

(c) 'Phere has been no su])(‘rsession of any oflicer.* 

(/) Government will take into consideration the claims of all officers. 

Behari refugees accommodated by the Bengal Government. 

67. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
■barge of the Department of Co-operati(m, Credit and Belief be pleased to 
itate whether it is a fact that over 18,000 Behari refugees have been accom- 
nodated by the Bengal Government in 8 camps opened in Asansol 
lubdivision ? 

(h) Is it a fact that for all these camps the Bengal Government have 
ippointed 8 Superintendents, 12 Assistant Superintendents, about 60 clerks 
ind general assistants and about 60 metluirs and menials? If not, what are 
he accurate figures in respect of these officers and staff? AVhat is the total 
‘ost for this staff? 

(c) Of the officers, clerks and assistants, is it a fact that in appointing 
^cni, Communal Ratio Rules have not been observed and that all are 
nusliins? If so, why? Will Govt»rnment consider the desirability of 
'epatriating these refugees at an early date? If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in charge^of tha DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): (a) 

Yes. 

(h) No. 

The accurate figures are 8 Superintendents, 17 Assistant Superintendents, 
18 clerks, 32 sweepers and 132 servants. R8.24,277 per mensem. 

(c) Yes. It has been found essential that for the smooth running of the 
camps they should be Muslims. (Tovernment will consider the desirability 
of repatriating those who are now willing to go back to their Province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how many months this amount 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, will you please speak up? I cannot 
follow you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My question is for how many months 
Government spend Rs.24,277 per mensem to keep up the camp at 
Asansol ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
inform the House whether any Special Officer has been appointed to take 
charge of this camp ? If so, what is his name ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: There is no Special 
Officer for this camp, but there is a Special Officer for tlie Bihar refugees. 
His name is Mr. Ali Ashgar, i.c.s. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what apprehensions w'ere working in the minds of Government in not 
observing the communal ratio rules in the appointment of the staff af the 
camp — why are they all Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: We have found it 
expedkmt by experience fhat for the Muslim Relief Camps there should be 
Muslim officers and for the Hindu Relief Camps there should be Hindu 
officers and that is the reason why in this case all the staff are Muslims. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Question No. 08. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I request you, Sir, to 
kindly hold this question over? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. Question No. 08 is held over. Questions 
over. • 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now take up the Bengal Ordinances Tempo- 
rary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I rise on a point of order, Sir. In the 
Order Paper for today the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill. 
1947 (as passed by the Assembly) is shown after Questions and Answers. 
I submit, Sir, that this violates rule 23 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules and that rule says, “All business appointed for any day 
and not disposed of on that day shall stand over until the next day of the 
session available for business of the class to which it belongs”. Sir, on the 
last sitting day w^e had our discussion on the General Budget and that had 
not been ended. It is to continue still. So I submit. Sir, that under rule 
23 we are entitled to have budget discussion today, I mean general discus- 
sion on the budget and before that general discussion on the budget is over 
this business cannot be taken up nor can it come up under rule 23. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I say a word, SirP 
The rule is quite clear, I mean rule 23. It says that all business appointed 
for any day and not disposed of on that day shall stand over until the next 
day. That means that such business is ta be carried over to the next day, 
but the rule does not say that such business shall be placed first the 
Order Paper of the next day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have also looked up the rule. It is 
clear. But it does not say what the Hon’ble Minister has said. It is 
cominonsense that a business not disposed of on a previous day should be 
taken up first on the next available day and disposed of and then only other 
business can come in. Not only has no priority been ^iven for the ^‘(‘ueral 
discussion of the budget as the first item after the question hour, but also 
there is absolutely no mention whatsoever in the agenda lhat tluTe would 
be budget discussion today all hough the discussion of the budget still 
remains incomplete. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this, Mr. Das. You know 1haf dates 
for the discussion of the budget are fixed by the Governor under the Bengal 
Legislative Louncil (Governor’s lUiles). Such dates are not goviuaied by 
the rules you refer to. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But we have tin* Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Pules so far as conducting business in this Hous(‘ is 
concerned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are two sets of rules. One is the one you 
refer to and the other is the Goveiaior’s Pules and the Governor’s ILiles 
have pr(‘(*edence over other rules and the Governor fixes the dates for the 
discussion of the budget. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: (an d iscussion of the Supplementary 
Budget Grants take j'lact* before general discussion of the budget is over? 

Mr, PRESIDENT:: That question do(‘s not arise; that is not th«i point 
raised by Mr. Das. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The last Bill 
that this House was discussing Indore the House reassembled today after 
the adjournment was the Calcutta Pent Bill. We have not finished dis- 
cussion on that Bill and yid we do not find that Bill as the first item in 
today’s agenda after the question hour is over of t^ourse and some other 
Bill is shown which is rather curious and is not permissible under rule 23 
of the Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I refer you to rule 20(7) of our Rules which 
says, “At times when Government business has precedence, the Governor 
may arrange that business in such order as he thinks fit”. So the 
Governor has got the right to pnqiare the Order Paper in any manner he 
likes. He can change it also. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I do not question the powers of the 
Governor, Sir. What I say is that under our rules a business not disposed 
of on a previous day should have precedence over other business on the 
following day. I wms referring to the Calcutta Rent Bill wdiich has not 
been shown in today’s Order Paper as the first item for discussion as the 
discussion on that Bill is not yet over. A partly discussed Bill should have 
precedence over new Bills. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: This Bill wTiich is showm in today’s Order Paper 
18 Government business and the Governor can vary the Order Paper direct- 
ing which Government business should be taken up first. Please look up 
rule 20(7) where it is clearly laid down wdiat the Governor can do. That 
IS the position, Mr. Nahar. 
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The HoWble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the 
Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise on a point of order. My 
first point in this point of order is that what is being attempted to be done 
is not a Bill as we understand it, containing provisions to which we arc 
entitled to submit amendments, but the Ministry is arrogating to itself 
powers and rights which are not given to it under the Government of [ndia 
Act, 1935. Practically, Sir, if you look to this Bill, it is really an 
Ordinance and not a Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, will you please allow the Hon’ble Minister 
to move his motion first? A point of order can arise only out of a matter 
which is before the House. So, please let him move the motion first and 
then you can raise your point of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, he has already moved it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, he had not finished when you interrupted. Go 
on, Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, several Ordinances 
which had been passed under the Defence of India Rules by the Govern- 
ment of India and thereafter adopted by this Government lai)sed about the 
3()th of September, 194G. These Ordinances touched the jurisdiction of 
Proviiicial Governments and consequently they lapsed six months after the 
expiry of the Defence of India Rules. \Ve had therefore the alternative of 
either allowing the Ordinances to lapse altogether and wait for the Legis- 
lature to assemble before we could place them before it in the form of a 
Bill or Bills or to enact the Ordinances ourselves. Some of the matters 
affected by the Ordinances were matters of such seriousness that if any time 
had been allowed to elapse between the lapsing of the Ordinances and their 
enactment into Acts the whole scheme of distribution would have b(*en 
thrown into confusion. Also, we had passed through very difficult times, 
as everybody is aware, in Calcutta and in other parts of the province and 
it was necessary that Government should take in their hands certain powers 
for the purpose of preserving peace and quelling disorder and lawlessness. 
For these two purposes the Ordinances were promulgated by the Govern- 
ment. I wish to assure the House that Government have no desire whatso- 
ever to govern through the medium of Ordinances, but the situation happened 
to be so critical and was so extraordinary that we had no alternative but 
to promulgate those Ordinances, As the House is aware, these Ordinances 
will lapse within six weeks of the sitting of the Legislature and 
hence these Ordinances will la])se on the ITtli March. Now, in order that 
the provisions of these Ordinances should form ])art of an Act, it became 
necessary that we should enact these provisions in the form of an Act of 
the Legislature. 

Now, Sir, if we had taken each of these Ordinances separately and 
introduced them as separate Bills then we know, and the House knows, that 
the legislation procedure is so dilatory that we could not have got through 
a single Bill by the time these Ordinances lapsed, namely, by the 17th 
March, 1947. Consequently it has been considered not only desirable but 
imperative that the provisions of these various Ordinances should be enacted 
by reference and in one compendious Act. The Ordinances have all been 
collected in a schedule. These Ordinances are not being enacted and we 
are not continuing the Ordinances. What we are doing is that we are 
enacting the provisions of these Ordinances by reference. That is the 
procedure which has been observed in the House of Commons when it hat^ 
been considered necessary to put through several measures in one conapen* 
dious Act and where time has not been available to get through individual 
Acts. In this House too this practice has been resorted to on two definite 
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occasions when the provisions of several Ordinances have beep enacted by 
reference in the manner in which we are proposing now. So this is nothing 
new and I am sure that the House will appreciate the necessity of putting 
through these Ordinances before the 17th March and will support us in the 
measures placed before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Ordinances Tempo- 
rary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. The Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, provide for Ordinances by sections 88 and 89. By 
section 88 the Governor can promulgate Ordinances during recess of the 
Legislature and by section 89 tlie Governor can promulgate Ordinances at 
any time in respect of certain subjects. But what the present Ministry 
attempts to do is to enact the Ordinances thereby usurping th(‘ power of 
the Governor. The Bill is named the Bengal Ordinances Temporary 
Enactment Bill, 1947, a Bill for the purposes of enacting the Bengal 
Ordinances. Ileally it you will kindly look to the Bill itself as presented 
before the House, you will find that the whole thing is contained in its 
schedule. The schedule makes reference to 10 ditVenmt Ordinances, namely, 
the Bengal C'ivic Guards and Collective Fim‘s Continuance Ordinance, the 
Molasses C'ontrol Ordiiianci's, the Bengal Drug (^ontrol ('ontinuance 
Ordinance, and so on and so forth. They hav(‘ only mentioruMl the 
Ordinances. In fact, had this been a Bill there would havi^ been 10 different 
Bills containing provisions of all these Ordinances and then the members 
would have been called upon to submit their amendments in ri'sjiect of each 
of those Bills. Instead of that they hav’e practically usurped the jiower of 
the Governor and have taken upon themselves the power of enacting the 
Ordinances 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point Mr. Dasi' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. My jioint is that the Ministry have no 
power to promulgate an Ordinance. They are not enacting any law. A 
Bill containing provisions of these Ordinances should have been fratned and 
then it should have been j)ut Indore the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you say that the Government are promulgating 
Ordinances ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. I will give another instance. 
Take for instance 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I draw the atten- 
tion of the honourable member to the second poi. 'graph of the Bill— — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am not giving way. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: I know that.) Now, Sir, take the case of the 
Calcutta Kent Ordinance. Supposing today or tomorrow the Chief Minister 
succeeds in passing this Bill into Act then what would be the effect of this 
Ordinance Bill upon the (adcutta Kent Bill, 1947. As a matter of fact we 
are in seizin of that Kent Control Bill. That Bill was referred to a Select 
Committee, the Select Committee has already submitted its report and we 
are now considering the different provisions of the Bill. There are only a 
few sections left 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point of order is this that this 
Bill is not to be an Act of the Legi.slature in the sense we understand, it is 
really promulgating Ordinances. The Government is really usurping ui)on 
themselves powers which are not given to them by law\ Ten different 
Bills should have been put separately with their provisions so that we could 
submit our amendments. This is the usual practice. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I think I have followed your point. You 
object to these Ordinances being enacted into law in one Bill. That is your 
first point and the next point is that you have not the opportunity of putting 
in amendments to the clauses of the Ordinances. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir, my point is that in the guise 
of a Bill they are really promulgating Ordinances. In the usual course a 
whole month would have been necessary to enact these Ordinances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case, these Ordinances have now come before 
the House in the form of a Bill. The Bill has been passed by the other 
House. I may draw your attention to the Preamble of the Bill. “Where- 
as the Ordinances specified in the schedule wdiich have been promulgated 
by the (Governor of Bengal under section 88 of the (iovernment of India 
Act, 1935, are, by virtiu* of clause (a) of sub-section (2) of that section, 
Itemporary in their duration ; 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the temporary enactment as 
in this Act mentioned of the provisions contained in those Ordinances.” 

So, this Bill is really to enact those Ordinances, to put them on the 
Statute Book as ordinary Acts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, enacting those 
provisions of the Ordinances through the medium of reference. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I draw your attention to the 
Statement of Objects and R(‘asons of this Bill? I draw your attention to 
the last sentence of it. “This Bill has, therefoi'c, been drafted witli the 
object of temporarily enacting the provisions of the said t)rdinances so as 
to afford sufficient time for the separate (tonsideration and (mactment ni 
ea'tenso of the provisions of each of the said Ordinances. Bills for the latter 
purpose are separately being introduced. Bills tor the latter purpose are 
separately being introduced in the Provincial Legislature.” Sir, mark the 
words “separate consideration and enactment in eivtenao' 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But the Statement of Objects and R easons is not 
before tke House. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is a part of the Bill, Sir. So 
what the (Iovernment are doing is nothing but promulgating Ordinances 
through the medium of this House which is to do legislative business in 
proper manner. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It has come before the House in the 
form of a Bill already accei)ted by the other House. So I do not think we 
can refer to the Objects and Reasons. The Objects and Reasons were meant 
for the other House. Here it is in the form of the Bill as passed by the 
Assembly. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Whatever has been done in the other 
House, even if they have passed it, never mind, I think we are entitled to 
raise points of order where necessary and to show in tliis case how the Bill 
is really not a law diaft of proposed law but merely Ordinance. Although 
the Assembly have passed it, I think I am within my rights to point out 
here what they are attempting to do which merely is the promulgation of 
Ordinances and not enacting any law. This Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, although meant for the Assembly, has been circulated to us along 
with the Bill. So I can refer to it and to point out what is at the back of 
the Ministry’s mind. They are only biding time. They say in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, “This Bill has, therefore, been drafted with 
the object of temporarily enacting the provisions of the said Ordinances so 
as to afford 8uffi('ient time for the separate consideration and enactment in 
ewtenso of the provisions of each of the said Ordinances. Bills for the latter 
purpose are separately being introduced in the Provincial Legislature.” 
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Sir, the Ordinances already promulgated by the Government ftre being put 
through" this Legislature hurriedly so as to give the colour to it that it is 
an Act of the Legislature. I again say that it is nothing but promulgating 
Ordinances. Promulgation of Ordinances can verj^ well be done by the 
Governor under section 89 of the Government of India Act. This is one 
thing, Sir, which I would like you to consider. Another point ’cvhich I 
would like you to consider, Sir, very seriously is what would be the posi- 
tion, if this Bill is passed, of the Calcutta Rent Bill which is before the 
House in an incomplete stage. This Bill now before the House has in its 
schedule The Calcutta Reiii Ordinance, 1940. If tliis Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance, 1940, shown as one of the many Ordinances in tlie schedule, 
becomes an Act then I want to know what would be the position of the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. The House was in seizin of that Bill the other day. 
We liave already gone through some ])ortions of it. So what is the point 
in bringing all the Governor’s Ordinances including the Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance, 1940, under one Bill and liaving them enacted into law in the 
same form ? This House must go througli tlie Ordinances one by one in the 
form of different Bills containing their provisions and transact, legislative 
business in the proper manner as is done in otljer cases. The Government 
cannot promulgate Ordinances through the Ia*gislature. As such they 
should not be allowed to proceed with this Bill as there is no power conferred 
on them under the (jovernment of India Act to ])romulgate Ordinance's. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am sorry 1 cannot agree with you, Mr. Das. 
What I fee'l is this that the (xove'rnment are within their rights in moving 
this Bill. That it has ])iecedenc(‘ over a Bill wliich is still incomplete, of 
course that is a fact. The matter is not free from doubt. It is a matter 
of consid(‘rable com])le*\ity. But following tlu' usual convention of this 
House, when tlu're are doubts and it is not clearly a case of a measure 
being ulf/d nrcs of the Legislatui'c we ha\e allowed the matter to be 
considered by the House and 1 have to do so accordingly. If its validity is 
questioned that can be done only in a court of law. As regards the point 
raised by you with I'eference to tlie Galcutta Rent Bill, I may say that this 
Bill has to be passed by this House, then by the other House, then it must 
seek the Governor’s assent, may be tlie Governor-General ’'S assent too, 
before it becomes an Act. This will all take much time, and if this Bill 
is passed by the House, the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1949, contained in it, 
will be kept alive till such time as is leipiired, at least till such time as the 
Calcutta Rent Act comes into force wlien this Ordinance will be repealed. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of, order. Sir. We cannot 
entertain tliis Bill, Sir, because we are already considering another Bill 
which is a part of this Bill, namely, the (^alm’Ua Rent Bill. Can we 
consider two Bills on the same subject at the same time in two different 
forms y 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We are not considering two (Calcutta Rent Bills, 
The Bill before the House is The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment 
Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ Hi $• 8UHRAWARDY: There are precedents. AVe 
have passed or rather considered as many as 19 Bills amending the Bengal 
Tenancy Act at one and the same time. You can consider that. The way 
we want or intend to proceed is this: that the Rent Bill which this House 
is considering and which we do not know when it will be enacted into law, 
because the mere consideration by this Hosse and passing by this House 
does not turn any Bill into an Act until it has been passed by the Lower 
House as well, we intend to put in a provision in the Bill repealing such 
provisions in the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, so the 
provision of the Rent Control Ordinance will automatically disappear as 
i>oon as this Rent Bill is passed into law. There cannot be at any time two 
conflicting statutes on the Statute Book. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: How will the Rent Ordinance automati- 
cally disappear, as it will be part of the new Bill that we are asked to 
consider ? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS As the Hon’ble Minister said just now, the Rent 
Act under this Bill will be repealed by a later Act, and the Ministry propose 
to put in a section in the Bill in the other House to that effect. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May I say one word on this point of 
order ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you must finish it quickly. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: What Mr. Suhrawardy has said practi- 
cally supports my view point. He has said two Bills of the same nature 
are beinp^ considered in the same House and he does not know what time 
will be taken to pass the Rent Bill into law and so he wants the same Bill, 
ithe same thing, to be considered 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it may not be the same thing. Take for 
instance one concr(‘te case. Suppose that three or four Bills are introduced 
by diff'enmt non-official members in this House and they may all aim at 
amending the Bengal Tenancy Act; so that all those Bills are before the 
House simultaneously. So long as tlie provisions of one Bill do not conflict 
with the provisions of another, I think there is no difficulty. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, in that case, namely, in the 
case of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bills, a number of them coming 
up and being passed, they relate to different sections of the main Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May or may not relate to different sections; may 
also relate to the same sections. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But the whole of the Calcutta Rent 
Ordinances is going to he enacted into an Act and there will also be the 
same Act under this Ordinance Enactment Bill, the latter, however, lasting 
only sif months. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Mr. Das, what makes you assume that that 
jDill which will emerge from this House and the other House and will 
ultimately receive the assent of the Governor or of the Governor-General 
will be exactly the same as the one now before the House? In this view, 
I am not prepared to di.^cuss your point of order further. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: May I rise on another point of order? 
Sir, so far as 1 can see, it is not a Bill ; in a Bill we are entitled to propose 
amendments, but in the case of this Bill we are not entitled to do so, 
because the whole thing is not before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have considered that point also. You would 
have been perfectly justified in putting in amendments to the clauses of 
this Bill provided that you had also at the same time put in amendments 
for modifying the Preamble and the Title of the Bill. But I have received 
no such amendment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But we thought that we were not 
entitled to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No question of your thinking in that way; if you 
make a mistake, I cannot rectify it. It was open to you to put in amend- 
ments for modifying the Title and the Preamble of the Bill and you couhl 
also put in amendments for amending provisions of those Ordinances 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Our difficulty was that the whole of the 
Ordinances was not before the House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: They were published in the Gazette. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, they were published in the 
Gazette m the form in which they would only have the force of the previous 
Ordinance of the Government of India and in fact the Government of India 
Ordinances are not before us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case these Ordinances were published in the 
Gazette at one time, so you should not say that they were not before the 
public 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But, Sir, those Ordinances are the 
Government of India Ordinances 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Naha'r, I do not think there is anything in your 
point of order. 

Now, is there any objection to taking up the Bill for consideration? 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, I oppose the consideration of 
the Bill. From the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill it appears 
that Government still tliink that it is necessary to have all these Ordinances 
which have been incorporated in the schedule. It has been pointed that 
the circumstances necessitate the i)romulgation of such Ordinan(*-es as are 
specified in the schedule to this Bill continue to exist 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one thing I would ask. I would ask the 
movei's of the amendments to move their amendments first regarding 
consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA'DAS: Sir, we are opposing the consideration 
of the Bill and if we succeed then the question of amendments will not arise 
at all 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Ultimately the motion that the Bill be taken int(» 
consideration will have to be put to vote. But when the substantive motion 
has been moved the amendments will follow and if any amendment is carried 
the motion will be put in an amended form, otherwise the original motion 
will be put to the vote. That is the proper procedure. ' 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I do not understand how 
after all these years of parliamentary experience these gentlemen speak like 
that. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I think the main motion for 
consideration should be taken up first 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is never the practice. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; But, Sir, unless the consideration 
motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nahar, will you just try to understand what I 
say? When the substantive motion is moved it is always the practice to 
move amendments, if any, on the substantive motion. Then the amend- 
ments are put to the vote first and if the amendments are defeated then the 
original motion is put to the vote and then the House has the right to accept 
or reject it. But if all or any of the amendments are accepted the original 
motion, as amended, is put to vote and then the House has a right to accept 
or reject the motion as amended. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With regard to practice, the general 
practice is to take up the consideration motion first and then go on with 
the amendments. But such occasion very rarely arises. So we oppose the 
consideration of the Bill and if we fail then the amendments will come and 
it is our privilege to rise up and say that we oppose the consideration of the 
Bill. If we succeed then there will be no question of amendments, either 
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in select committee motion or circulation motion. When the main proposi- 
tion is before the House that this Bill is to be considered, we have got a 
right and privilege 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you please look to rule 52 which says that 
the circulation motion or reference to select committee motion can be moved 
when the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration is moved and at 
no other time? 

Mr. AB D U LL AH^AL^M AH M U D : Sir, Mr. Has had already raised a 
point of order regarding the 10 Ordinances which are going to be enacted. 
His objection was to the introduction of these Orsinances. You have already 
given your ruling on that. Can he now refer to it again 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point order. Either he moves his 
amendment and he speaks on the motion itself or votes against the original 
motion. Mr. Has. will you move your amendment or you will not move it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: T will move it. Sir T be”- to move that 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, lf)47 (as passed by the 
Assembly) be circulated tor the purpose of eliciting o])inion thereon by the 
doth fluno, 1947. My submission is that the (diicd’ Minister in one of his 
arguments said that he was struggling against time as the Ordinances weic 
going to expire very soon. He was suggesting that he would come lattu* 
on with the different Bills embodying the provisions of the Ordinances and 
get them passed. Instead of adopting this dubious way of rusliing this 
Bill througfi, which concerns us and in fact affects the rights and lib(*rties 
of the people in various ways, I should think that the ])(‘ 0 ])le should be given 
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on these Ordinances. The 
Government says that the provisions of the Ordinances are essentia] for the 
maintenance of peace and order and also for conducting the administration 
and that the Ordinances will expire on the 17th March. But, Sir, they 
could adopt a straightforward course and that would liave been to reipiest 
His Excellency to exercise his jiower under section 89 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, to promulgate Ordinances which His Excellency can 
do at any* time so that if the Ordinances are promulgated by His Excellency 
[then there will be no question of shortness of time. Sir, the Government 
can respect the wishes of the public by allowing the public to express their 
opinion on these Ordinances. They can cause them to be circulated and 
for the public express their opinion whether they have any objection to the 
enactment into law of these Ordinances. These Ordinances seriously affect 
the rights and privileges of the people of Bengal and so they should be 
circulated for the ])urpose of eliciting ojiinion thereon b.^' the 30th June, 
1947, and some time should be given and that time is not long. I have 
mentioned the time as the 30ih June, 1947, within which time public opinion 
could be easily gathered. Among the Ordinances, the Bengal Speidal 
Powers Ordinance, 1940, is a very dangerous Ordinance. Under this the 
civic rights of the citizens are jeopardised ; their liberty may be disturbed 
at every sfep and the people rendered absolutely wdthout any means of 
redress against the arbitrary acts of the Government or their servants. 
The people can be detained; they can be imprisoned; sent outside the province 
at any time without any reason ; they may not be allowed to hold meetings 
in public or even in private places. I view" this Ordinance with grave 
concern and I think this is a matter on which the public should be asked 
to express an opinion. I cannot understand wdiy the provisions of the 
ordinary law are not sufficient for the purpose of carrying on the adminis- 
tration. The Government are already doing things that are contemplated 
to be done under the provisions of these Ordinances, under other laws. 
They are prohibiting the public in their attempts to hold meetings by using 
section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. In certain other places, they have 
shot down people, for example, the Hajangs of Mymensingh and in other 
places also, they are seeting on merrily with the exercise of the powers 
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under ordinary laws of the land. Sir, the people are very seriously affected 
by each and every one of these Ordinances. So it is very important that 
these Ordinances, more especially the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 
1946, should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. With 
these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA; Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, he circulate.! 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1947. My 
friend, Mr. Dass, has already advanced sound arguments in favour of 
circulating the Bill and he has already moved his amendment and mine is 
similar to that. The Chief Minister said that he does not wish to govern 
the province by Ordinances, but really he is doing the same ihing by bring- 
ing forward this Bill embodying all the Governor’s Ordinances. These 
Ordinances were promulgated to control the unruly elements in the country, 
but now I do not know whether these Ordinances will be directed against 
the innocent and law-abiding citizens. That is the reason why I wish that 
the public should give their opinion on these Ordinances, whether they are 
to continue or to end. I do not wish to delay the consideration of this Bill 
and so I have put the shortest date possible, namely, the 31st March, 1947. 
so that by that time we would have received public opinion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendments moved — 

(1) That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 3()th June, 1947, and 

(2) That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 31st March, 1947. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, 1 rise to su])port the amendments 
moved by m,> friends for circulation of the Bill. We find that this Bill 
has been meant to introduce into Bengal lawhvss laws and proposers to rule 
by Oidinaiices. AMiat we find in this Ordinances Temporary Enactment 
Bill is a catalogue of certain Ordinances which were promulgated in 1946, 
although there are some Ordinances which were in existence in the same 
form even in 1942. But, Sir, that was an emergent period during the 
continuation of the war when IBatish Imperialism wanted to suppress the 
national movement and so introduced certaih Ordinances. But I do not 
see wiiat reasons our Ministry has to liave those Ordinances still continuing, 
specially in Bengal when we are on the verge of a great transition. Uo 
you think it is a sample of the future (lovernmeiit that we are expected to 
nave from the hands of the present Ministry or the ministerial partv or are 
we to take it that they want to rule Bengal not by laws or Acts wfiich are 
to be considered by this House, but merely by Ordinances which are to be 
thrown or forced upon us according to their wish and pleasured In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill it lias been mentioned that 
as the circumstances necessitating the promulgation of such of these 
Ordinances as are specified in the schedule to this Bill continue to exist and 
have not materially changed, it is necessary to enact the provisions of the 
Ordinances, etc., etc. May I ask, Sir, what are those circumstances accord- 
ing to the Hon’ble Minister? Are those circumstances really prevailing 
today? What are the circumstances necessitating the continued existence 
of the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance and the Civic Guards Ordinance 
today? Do the Government think that we should still continue to have 
the same type of civic guards or the same type of A.R.P. personnel or things 
like that in Calcutta or in other parts of Bengal? Do the Government 
think that they require to have the same powers as they had under those 
Ordinances? tinder one of these Ordinances the Government can arrest 
any person whom they please at their sweet will and pleasure. Why do 
they want to retain such powers at the present moment? Do circumstances 
which necessitated their promulgation still continue today? I do not think 
so and I also do not think there is any necessity to enact those Ordinances 
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into Acts of this legislature. Among such Ordinances is one called the 
Bengal Molasses Ordinances. This has been introduced to support the 
sugar industry, to support the capitalists. What is the present position ? 
We find that if we go to the villages or to any towns we do not get any 
sugar and why? It is because Government have suppressed the production 
and supply of sugar or of {/vr whicli is the primary right of the citizens. 
Government have debarred them and even taken away the right of the 
people to eat sugar and {/ur or even to produce them in their own homes, 
and have thus created black-mnrkets and profit(‘ers out of thesi; Ordinances. 
If these Ordinances were not there 1 am sure we (tould have got most of 
these things just like fountain pens wdiich have novr flooded the market, 
although there is a price control on it even now, and that they are being 
sold at much low^er rates only because of tlieir availability in larger nunibeis. 
So also is the case with medicines; many medicines are corning to Calcutta 
but are not released because Government themselves ai'c supiioiting black- 
marketing and profilei'ring, all for the pui-pose of consolidating their pai'ty 
or for keeping their own party intact. If all these Ordinances under this 
Bill become law then 1 am sure people will curse you and not allow' you to 
go on in this fashion or to rule by Ordinance. They wtini to be ruled^by 
their own representatives and not by your whims and pleasures. AVitli 
these words I support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, in rising to support the circulation of the Bill 
I would mention several points. A few of these points have* already been 
mentioned by Mr. Lalit (diandra Das and Mr. Nahar and whicli w'cie 
practically supported by you although you subsequently ruled the point out 
of order. We have not before us Ihe provisions of the Ordinances which 
are now to form part of this Bill. The names of the Ordinanc'cs are simply 
put down in a schedule wdiich you want to rush through in a day’s time, 
because the Chief Minister knows that even if we oppose it, he will be able 
to carry it through with his brute majority. I think, Sir, these Ordinances 
should' not be enacted when the war is over. We do not think that tliese 
are necessary any longer. Why then the Bill is being rushed through? 
Is it merely done to crush the movement of the peojde of Bengal to ris(‘ up 
to a man*to demand of the Muslim League in Bengal either to join tlie Centre 
with a unified Indian Government or divide it into two sections. East and 
West, and also to further their petty interests? But the people as a whole 
cannot be cowed down and your Ordinances will be of no avail. In spite 
of your Ordinances, in sjiite of your control, theie is black -marketing 
rampant in the jirovince and there are all sorts of lawless activities and we 
all know that these cannot be overcome by merely promulgating Ordinances 
Then, Sir, the Ordinances are not befoie us. You have overruled the point 
of order of Mr. Das on the ground that they were imblished in the gazette 
and that we members of the Opposition have not had the ()p]H)rtunity of 
placing our amendments in time on each and every section of the Ordinances 
so that we could bring them under discussion before the House. Sir, you 
yourself were at first doubtful about its legality, but then you corrected, d 
I could understand you alright, and said that we could have submitted 
amendments on the ‘title and preamble of the Bill. Unfortunately we did 
not do it. We did not think it would be necessary because we thought and 
we still think that the Bill moved was out of order, but you ruled that we 
could have submitted the amendments to the title and preamable. So w'e 
were not allowed to clear the picture 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have misunderstood my point Mr. Boy. You 
could have put amendments on the clauses of the Bill provided you also 
gave notice of amendment to the preamble and title of the Bill. But you 
have not done so 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Because we have not done it, you have surrendered 
your right. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of surrendering my right. It 
was your right to move amendments and you did not exercise that right. 
So it is your mistake. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir, we accept your ruling. But what I was 
trying to explain is that our rights have been overridden and these Ordinances 
have been brought before the House in an illegal way to rush them through 
and pass them in a day. We know that the brute majority of the present 
Ministry can stifle us down now. (Mr. Btioy Sini^h Nahar: Not for 
long.) Yes. But I ask, Sir, is it necessary to haine these Ordinances now? 
Can you show me why is it necessary to have the civic guard.s? 
Government have police and the military. Why then is it necessary to 
have the civic guards? These civic guards do not do anything. They, on 
the other hand, are helping the black-marketeers. They were even found 
to steal telephone and telegraiihic wire which they were asked to guard. 
It is a fact. So I do not think this Ordinance is necessary now. 

Then the next one is about molasses. Mr. Nahar has stated that the 
villagers are being deprived of their only sweets — the manufacture of qur. 
Next one is Drug C'ontrol. I do not think that Drug t'ontrol is necessary 
at all. We are on the Drug Control (Joinniittee. We wanted that it should 
be withdrawn comph*tely. 1 do not know on what basis this has come up 
again in the form of an Ordinance. Drug control was necessary to prevent 
quinine and other things during the war going underground. It would be 
silly if foreign drugs are now sought to be controlled, because foreigners 
will be very much interested in bringing their stuff in the markets now. 
We need drugs keenly and we do not want to stop its flow. Of course if it 
is only to give some shops to the members of the Government ])arty, that is 
a different thing altogether. Mr. Nahar has spoken about the fountain 
pen. They are now being sold at below the controlled rates. 

About the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
already explained that there will be repealing clauses in the Ordinance. 
Now, we have already passed some amendments of the C'alcutta Renh Control 
Bill, but this Ordinance will be passed today. Then the Bengal Consumer 
Goods Control Ordinance, 1940, Everybody here, even the Governnent 
party, would agri'c with me that any consumer good which has come under 
th(} control of this Government has vanished from the market and a moie 
clearer picture will be available if we look to the fact that within three days 
of decontrol mustard oil which disappeared altogether from the market has 
appeared in large quantities. You can at least purchase the mustard oil 
whatever may be the price. So, I say no furthe ' Ordinance is necessary. 
Do not try to rule by the Ordinances. After all June, 1948, is the date line 
— after that perhaps you will not be here or we may not be here or none of 
us will be here. All your Ordinances will be swept away by the people. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I shall first put Mr. Das's amend- 
ment. If that is carried Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra’s amend- 
ment will not then arise. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 


AYES— 8. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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NOE8--32. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne. 

Khan Bahadur Byed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hoesain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Uon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
HMln. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddin Pathan. 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethei Robertson. 

Dr. Kasiruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 32, the amendment was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 
1947. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SuhrJiwardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, k.c.s.i., c.i.e., Khan Bahadur, 

(3) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahmud, 

(6) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7) •Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr, Hemendra Kumar Das, and 

(11) tlie mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members w’^hose presence sliall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, here are ten Ordinances before the House and we are asked first of 
all to take them into consideration outright, without a preliminary 
examination of their provisions, Instead of bringing this Bill for considera- 
tion before the House, the Ministry should have follow^ed another course. 
As I pointed out while speaking on my circulation motion they should have 
asked His Excellency the Governor to promulgate all these Ordinances 
under sections 88 and 89 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Sir, these 
Ordinances affect the lives of the people of the country very seriously. We, 
therefore, think it to be just and proper that all these ten Ordinances should 
be placed before a Select Committee of the House for examining its 
provisions and to see how those provisions can be modified to suit the 
circumstances of the country prevailing at present. It they are so examined 
it will be found that most of the provisions will not be necessary at all or, 
even if necessary, they could be easily modified. When you lump together 
ten different Ordinances to be enacted into one law that is a huge joke. 
That is a joke upon the members of the House. But if it is not a joke 
perpetrated upon the members of the Council, this House should insist. that 
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a committee of its own should examine the provisions of the Bill just to 
see how far the provisions will suit the present condition of the province, 
how far it is necessary for the "ood administration and what modification 
can he made to improve it. So unless you go through each and every one 
of the Ordinances in detail you will not he able to say what modifications 
are necessary and what improvemenl can be made. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select (bmmittee consisting of — 


(1) The Hon'ble Mr. fJ. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minist(*]\s l)ej)artment and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhamniad Azizul Haque, K.C.S.I., c.i.E., Khan Bahadur, 

(d) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Hashid ChowAhury, 

(o) Klian Baharlin- Abdullah*al-Mahmud, 

(()) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7 ) Nai Baliadur .Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. (i. .1. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Ma ha la nobish , 

(Kh Mi‘. }l«‘in(‘ridi a Kumar Das, and 
(11) tin* Tnf)vei, 

with iiistriK't ions lo submit thmr report by the dOth June, 1947, and that 
the numlier of members whose jni^sence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum sliall he four. 

Mr. Naliar, will on mov(^ your amendment P 


Mr, BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: \es, Sir. 1 lieg to move that the Bill 
he n ferred to a Select ( OmmittiH* consisting of — 

(1) The Ilon’hle Mi\ H. S. Suhia-wardy, Minister in charge of the 

('ll let Ministm’s Dcqiaitment and of the Horne Department, 

(2) Mr. \ur Ahmed, 

(d) Mr. D. J. (\)h(‘n, 

{ 4 ) Ml. ('. K. Clarke, 

(o ) Kai Bahadui .logendia Nath Ray, 

(h) Mr. iJamidul Huq Chowdhury , 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Tusuf, 

(8) Mr. r'}iaudhur\ Moazzem Hossain, 

(9) Ml-. Tb'swanath Hoy, 

(HM Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 
(11) the mover, 

with instiuctions to suhmit then repoit by the 21st March, 1947, and that 
he numhei nf memheis wjiose presciiee shall be necessaiw' to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 


Sir I have already pointed out that this Bill attempts to curtail the 
uvil liberty of the peoph‘ of this province. This is a most dangerous 
uocedure that has been introduced in this Bill. We find, Sir, that 10 
Ordinances have been placed into om* Bill and the Hon’ble Minister wants 
o rush It through in this fashion. In many of the provisions of the 
mlinance.s wc find there are di.screpancies and there should be substantial 
-hanges not only here and there but in many places. I would cite one or 
wo instances, namely, the Calcutta Rent Control Order. In this House 
it be allowed that a tenant can sublet and for 

ublettjnp there would be no ejectment. But under the Ordinances for 
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subletting there can be ejectment. So it -wdll be seen that it is self- 
contradictory and you are pushing through tliese Ordinances. So it is 
proper that the provisions vslumld be considered in a select committee to find 
out what changes are necessary, what should be the shape of these 
Ordinances. Then, Sir, with regard <o another Ordinance, namely, tlie 
Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, there are schedules of various 
articles and I am sure that evtm the Minister in charge and the members 
of the Government Benches wdll agree with me that there are many articles 
which should be removed from the s(d)edule and which do not require any 
control at all. 1 have already pointed out about fountain pens. There arc 
many other articles which do not require any further control. For example, 
you will find plenty of American goods, pencils, combs and other articles 
are being sold at, a very cheap price. Does Ihe TIon’ble Minister think that 
they require control? 1 df) not think so. So we sliould go into di'tails, 1 
have put very short tiim* for submitting the report of the S(dect Commit.t(‘('. 
If you do not go into details and hav(‘ the 10 Ordinances as they are, it 

would be some sort of lawless law — a black law. This is most dangerous. 

The Hon’ble Minister may think tliat he can get it passed through sheer 
majority. But 1 must say that it wdll hav(* such tnunendous eft’ect U])on 
the people of the province that they will not remain as tlu‘y are now. You 
will have to fact' terrible, things if you want to rule by the Ordinances. 
The days of rule by Ordinances are gone with the days ol the Britisli 
Imperialism. We should now consider what, is really beneficial to the 

people. Tliese things can be considered in i\ sidect comniitt(*e if tin* 

Government rcuilly m(‘ans business. T do not knou’ Avlndher our friend 
Hon’bh' Mi‘. Suhrawardy wdll agrc'e to this. It he agrees to this amcuidment 
really he will serve th(' people. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill he ndeni'd to a 
Select Committee consisting of : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. TI. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in cliargi* of the 
Chief Minister’s Depaitment and of the Home Department, 

(2f'' Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. 1). J. Cohen, 

(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(5) llai Bahadur -logendra Nath Hay, 

(O') Mr. Hamidul Hu(] Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(8) Mr. Chaudrury Moazzem Hossein, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 2lst March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence sliall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose the two motions. 
I have specific ground for opposing the motion of Mr. Tjalit ('handra Das 
which does not apply to the motion of Mr. Nahar. Mr. Das has included 
several non-existent members of this House in his list of members of tht' 
Select Committee. There is no member. Sir, of this House who is known 
as Sir Md. Azizul Haque, k.c.s.i., Khan Bahadur. Again there is no 
member known as Khan Bahadur A. M. Shaboodul Haque or Khan Bahadur 
Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. Nor is there a member known as Khan 
Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahmud in this House. Speaking generally as well, 
this House will have an opportunity of considering the provisions of the 
Bill in the form of separate Acts and there they could put in as many 
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amendments as they liked. Mr. Nahar is continuously harping on the theme 
that these Ordinances are lawless Acts and lawless Ordinances and so on, 
but at the same time looking through tlie list ol umeudmeiits I find that 
he has attempted to introduce certain of the Ordinances within the schedule 
which he thinks ought to be inserted therein. 1 believe there is a certain 
amount of contradiction in the attitude taken up by him. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Order, order. T will put Mr. Lalit C'handra Das’s 
amendment first and if that is carried then Mr. N a liar's amendnieiit will 
not arise. 

The question before the House is that tlic Bill be rideired to a Select 
('ommittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardv , Ministm in charge oi th(‘ 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, k.c.s.i., c.t.k., Khan Bahadur, 

(d) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shuhoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid ('bowdhui'V, 

(5j Kliau Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahinud, 

(G) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7 ) Rai Hahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Malialanobish, 

(10) Mr. Heniendra Kumar Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their rejiort by the dOth *lum‘, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose* firi'sciict* shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and a division demanded. When the bell had 
ceased ringing and Indore the House divided the (piestion was again imt 
and the President declared that the Noes had it and proca'edi'd to»put the 
next amendment to vote. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We had already demanded a .livision. 
Sir, and so tin* House should divide on this issue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDV: I understand, Sii, that (In* 
rule is that an honourable member should lise in his seat and demand .i 
division if he wishes to call a division. Hi* did not rise in liis ^‘at when 
the question was put to vote after tin* bell had ceased Tinging. H(* w a^ 
simply swaying in his seat mumbling something. 1 think tin* Ijonourable 
member is out of order in demanding a division now wdien tin* amendment 
had already been declared lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case I did not observe an \ mem her stand u]) 
and demand a division or if at all any member stood u}> he did not catch 
my eye. There must be some amount of misundt*rstanding. Any how, 
Mr. Das, the otlu'r amendment is coming up and you may havi* \our division. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We will ceitainl.\ rise uj) and stand and 
ask for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawaidy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and ot the Home iXqiartment, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 



(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(5) Rai Bahadur Jugendra Natli Ray, 

(6) Mr. Hamidu) Huq ('howdhur^ , 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusul, 

(8) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lai it Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report })v the 21st Maieli, 1947, and that 
the number of meml)ers whose presence sliall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The question was put and a division taken with the tollowing result: - 

AYES— 9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oas. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Oat. 

Mr. Satiih Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya, 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rat id 

Choudhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Huttain. 

Mr. Abdui Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yutuf Aii Chowdhury, 

Mr. C. k. Ciarke. 

Mr. 0. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrt. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazai Ellahi. 

Ayes being 9 and the Noes 85, th< 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bil 
taken into consideration. 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

1—35. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.i.E. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

HaJi Md. Yusuf. 

‘ motnm was lost. 

before tlo' II()us(‘ is that tlie Hengul 
I, 1947, as passed h\ the Assembly be 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Su', I would like to oppose the camsidera- 
tion of lii(' Hill. Th<‘re ;irt‘ two sets ot amemlnH'iits, one st‘t on Iht' original 
motion and the other std on the clauses. Hut we aie now’ concerned with 
the main motion beloi-e the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das. .n (' >ou now speaking on the main motion!*^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, it seems to me that 1 
have to point out llu^ parliamentary procedure to the honourahle member 
wlio as a veteran ought to know- better. Sir, tbest* aimMidments are moved 
and if anybody desires to sjieak generally on the motion he permitted to 
do so, but once the amendments have been voted down there is nothing 
before the House exee])ting the main motion itself. The hoiioiirable membei 
should have taken the earliest ojijiortumty to mak(‘ general observations 
against the motion. When he lias not done so, I do not think that lie can 
at ever} stage get up and try and make speeches. 1 am not saying that 
he has not the right. 1 am only pointing out the usual practice in this 
House as well as in the other House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT. That is not the usual practice, it is true. But us 
you have the right to reply on the main motion I must allow the honourable 
members to speak on the main motion ii‘ they want to do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, 1 would like to speak on this 
motion. 1 oppose the consideration of this motion that “this Bill he taken 
into consideration”. Sir, it wouhUappear that the (iovernmeiit ai’e trying 
to enact 10 Ordinances by one omnibus Bill. The House has to consider 
them. May I enquire from the Hon'ble the Chief Minister whethei' we are 
free to consider all these 10 Ordinances’^ There is no provision in this Bill 
like that. Practically there is nothing before the honourable nnunbers to 
consider. It will be said “well, the Ordinances were actually publishtal 
and the members are expected to know what the provisions of these 
Ordinances are". This is one way of meeting the ditliculty. The other 
way is to proptuly put all the provisions of all the Ordinances in the form 
of a Bill 01 ' Bills and then ask the House to consider them. That has not 
been done in this case. Therefore the House is in a very great difhcults 
so far as this question of the (‘onsideration of these Ordinances is concerned. 
Some ol these Ordinances are not at all necessars to be enacted into land. 
The emergiuicy is over. The Ordinaiu’es ceased to hi* effei’tive since tin* 
time declaration of emergency was withdrawn. The present Ooverninent 
have given a colouring to the situation which is not as they depict it to be. 
May I give a picture of the Ordinances P A little reflection will show that 
they are not actually necessary under the present cinninistaiu’cs. Sir, the 
civic guards are not neitessary now. Theii work is being carri(‘d on by thi‘ 
police and the military and they aie now a burden on the administration. 
At no time, they were useful. The sooner these civic guards go th(‘ better 
it will be for all concerned and tor the financial position of llengal. Idu* 
next thing that comes in. Sir, is the Bengal Molass(‘s ('ontrol Ordinama'. 
194(). Why should the molasses b(* controlled now!’' Onc(‘ thi'se are 
decontrolled the jieople will be in a jiosition to obtain th(‘ molasses more 
heely than now and the jioor peasant and labourers will get their tobaco 
at much less cost. This control, if at all ther(‘ be any advantagi' in it, is 
onl> to (‘liable some of the supporters of government to obtain p(*rmils for 
molass(*s and hy selling the molasses to earn money. But so far as the 
convenience of the jmblic is concern(‘d this control should go and if this 
goes there will be free competition ol traders in importing and st‘lling these 
molasses at prices within the easy reach of the poor, d'hen conies the 
Bengal Drugs (’ontrol ('ontinuance Ordinance, 1941*. This nia> he c-onsi(h‘i- 
ed necessary by the administration, but in our view it is al)solut<d> 
unnecessary. If this control is taken away drugs will be freely coming 
into the market and tlie price also will be within reach of those who are 
urgently in need of medicines at a moderatf* pric(‘. Now, Sir, in spite oi 
the control, the drugs are sold at such high prices that not even w’cll-to-do 
jiatients can afford to purchase them in spite of their being badly in ne(‘d 
of such medicines. The pric(‘> are r(*all\ be>ond their jmrchasing power. 
If the drugs are freely allowed to come in, the position would b<‘ far easier. 
Then comes the Calcutta Kent Ordinance, 1946. It is surpiising. Sir, that 
the Government h} saying what they intend to do h(‘reaft(‘r in the Assembly 
when our Calcutta Kent Bill is passed by this House try to escajie from a 
difficulty which I pointed out, namel\ , that this Calcutta Kent Ordinance, 
when enacted, would conflict with the jiositioii, namely, that the Calcutta 
Kent Bill is before this House and we are in seizin of it long before this 
Bill was introduced in the Assembly. Sir, it will appear that the lease of 
life of this Ordinance, wffien enacted into law, will be ti months which can 
be extended by another 6 months by a notification. This provision is in 
direct conflict with what we did in the case of the Calcutta Rent Bill, in 
it we fixed three years as its lease of life and gave power to the Govern- 
ment to extend it by another three years. Here, Sir, the whole thing that 
is now being done is in direct conflict with what w’e have already done and, 
therefore, Sir, all the members of this House should strongly protest against 
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any attempt made by the Government to enact this Calcutta Bent Ordinance 
into law. Then, Sir, comes the BengaJ Special Powers Ordinance, 1940. 
This is a most important matter. Sir, this House should consider it 
seriously. It is a queer position. Sir, that the Muslim League Party to 
which this Ministry belongs protested against the Punjab Public Secxuity 
Ordinance and they protested so very vehemently that they invited the 
Hindus and the Sikhs to join with tliem as their campaign was really 
against the Government which were putting obstacles, according to them, 
in the way of the civil liberties of the people. Now here we find a ver^ 
contradictory position taken up by the Muslim League Government, the 
Government of the Hon ’hie Mr. Suhrawardy. There the Muslim League 
Party actually fought the Punjab Public Security Ordinance; they fought 
for their rights of taking out processions and also for their right of holding 
meetings and they invited all others to give their support to the campaign 
because they were fighting for the restoration of tin* civil rights and in 
this, Sir, in their attempt in the Punjab, several of the notiul Muslim League 
Leaders went to jail. Here the position is quite the reverse. Look at the 
Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 194b*, which they want to enact. 1’he 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is really trying to do an act which the Muslim 
League Party as a whole in the other provinces of India are directly against. 
Here he is taking power in his own hands to interfere with the civil liberties 
of the people; it is such a bad law. Sir, that I am amazed that it has been 
put in along with the other Ordinances which are of quite another descri])- 
tion. 

Here is an Ordinance which is going to inteifere with the ordinary 
freedom of speech, freedom of association, with the tn'edum of holding 
meetings and with all other things that we value most. Here, in this 
Ordinance the police has been given extraordiimrv powers, to unnecessarily 
detain people, to interfere with their lilx'ities, to intern them, to extein 

them, and, in short, to do whatever they think right and proper. It is 

really a thing which no democratic or civilized Government can countenance 
in any shape or form. That is one fact about these circumstances which 
1 place before the House and of which the Bengal Premier ought to take* 
due note of, but of which he seems not to be really cognizant 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, go on, Mr Das. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 was waiting for the Chief Minister to 
finish his business with you, Sir, and to get hack to his seat. I want to 
say to him that now has arisen a. situation which has quite altered the face 
of the country and here is a situation in which the Premier, as also the 
head of the Muslim League party, should not take advantage of, by enacting 

the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance into law. 1 a.sk him to look at the 

position that a great change is ahead. I’lie British Government has already 
notified that they are going to quit India at the latest in June, 1948. In 
making that announcement His Majesty’s Government through Mr. Attlee 
also proclaimed that ])Ower maj be transferred to the Central Government 
or if occasion arose it might also be transferred to Provincial Governments 
or in some other areas according as Iht'y think fit and proper. Sir, there 
is a great danger ahead of Bengal. The danger is that power may be 
transferred to the Muslim League Governnumt which is a communal Govern- 
ment antagonished to other elements of Society in Bengal. Will the 
Hon’hle Chief Minister allow us to protest against that measure? Will the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister allow us fo formulate our grievances against the 
present Government, to take out processions, to hold meetings, etc., to show 
what we think or what we want to do with regard to that declaration? Or 
will he take advantage of the Special Powers Ordinance provisions and 
apply them against us wlieii w'e protest against the transference of power 
to the present Muslim League Government? AVill he take advantage of this 
Ordinance for the purpose of thwarting us in holding meetings or stand in 
our Tvay of demonstrating for showing in what way powers should be 
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transferred, namely, among other things, by creating another province 
with a separate Legislature within Bengal in which the non-Muslims may 
feel safe and in which they can find their own salvation, political, social 
and economic? That is the danger. Sir, that is where our danger lies, 
namely, if he takes advantage of the powers under this Ordinance and tries 
his utmost to thwart us and tiikes away our liberties, etc. In fact even 
before enacting this law, he is not withdrawing section 144 in Calcutta. 
It is there since August, 1940, with the result tliat the people cannot freely 
take out processions and liold meetings. The present Government are 
acting in most arbitrary fashion against the civil liberties of the people 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The honourable member is not very intelligible and it is very difticnilt to 
follow what he is saying. What little 1 have been able to follow shows 
that he is constantly repeating not only the arguments which his colleagues 
placed before the House before but he is repeating his own arguments which 
he put forward in the beginning of his speech. 1 hop(‘. Sir, that you will 
try to cull) his enthusiasm for repetition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, with regard to the remark made hy 
the HonTde Chief Minister just now, I may say that while T was speaking 
he was attcuiding to other business and was not hearing what I was saying. 
He was attending to other business when this particular business was going 
on. Sir, he has not followed my spc^ech as he was talking and confabulating 
with you. After all he is a human being and cannot attend to two business 
at the same time. He certainly did not follow my sja'cch and. therefore, 
his remark is quite unjustified. Now, Sir, as 1 was pointing out, whih‘ 
the prestuit (jovernmeiit are trying to continue th(‘ Ihuigal Ordinances, they 
have fouiifl it convenient to withdraw tin* Ordinances enforced in Noakhali 
and South Tippera whcr(‘ tin* situation is still very sei'ious where murder 
,ind arson ami loot ari* still g'oing on. If thi'y had retained those 
Ordinances along with the other Bengal Ordinani'es, tlum tlnwi* would have 
been some show of impartiality on their part. But their action in with- 
drawing the Noakhali and South dhtijiera Ordinance's shows how partial 
they are. We on this side of the House think that the St>ecial Security 
Ordinances for Noakhali and South 1’ippera should have been there ‘because 
acts of murder and loot are going on there even now. Tlie Hon’ble (diief 
Minister is showing anxiety for continuing the Hmigal Sfiem'al Powiws 
Security Ordinance. But may I ask why this measure sliould be retaini'd? 
Will he give us assurance that so far as the othei parties are concerned - 
his political opponents — he will allow them to have their civil liberty of 
taking out processions and holding meetings? Will he give us a pledge 
that there would be no bar to our doing so? If h(* does, then he would 
be showing some reason anrl some impai tiality. Sir, this Ordinance is not 
necessary to Tueet the situation arising out of the Trvaaa dispute* and rising 
in Mymensingh. The provisions of the ordinary law that f)btains in the 
country are sufficient to deal with them. 

Then. Sir, the Tut(* Mills Ordinance, 1049. Of course our Kuropean 
friends would he able to say how far the Ordinama* is necessary. They will 
be in a position to comment on it. Then the Bengal Criminal Law' Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1047. I have already said that Ordinances like these 
curtail the civil liberties of the people and prevent them getting proj)er 
trial and impertial justice. I need not go into detail. Rir, I oppose the 
consideration of these Ordinances as put in tliis omnibus Bill. They 
interfere with the ordinary liberties of the people and are also intended to 
vstiffle the popular agitation in the country for redress of grievances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qm •stion before the House is that the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947 (as passed by the Assembl> ), 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hou.se stu nds adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 
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Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th March, 
1947. 

Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 10th 
March, 1947. 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumai Dutta, 

(2) Sir Md. Aziziil ILujue, Khan Bahadur, 

(d) Mr. Mungtuiam Jaipiiria, 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan, 

(5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

((i) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanobisb, 

(9) J)r. Kumud Sankar Hay, 

(10) Mr. fJiaru (liaudra Sanyal, and 

(11) Mr. Satish ('handni Sen. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 15. 


Thk Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative BuiUling, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 11th March, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the hfteenth 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (j2(^)(u) of the (Jovern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the llon’ble Sir Buoy Prasau Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I put the question No. 09 on 
his behalf'' It is a veiy impoitant question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly not; you belong to the Opposition. Let 
some otliei' member on the (jioverniiient side put the question. 


Corruption in the Civil Supply Department. 

69. Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAIN (on behalf of Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur 
Rashid Chowdhury): {< 1 } Will tlie llon'ble Minister in chaige of he Chief 
Minister’s Department be p]eas<‘d to state v\hat steps the (iovmninent have 
taken or intend to take on Rowlands Committee’s Re})()rt for ei ad. dating 
hiibery and coiruption rampant among the offiiials, sjiecially in the Civil 
Supply Depai tment r' 

{(>) How many proceedings have been drawn up against such officials and 
with what result I'' 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
.Minister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): {a) In pursuame 
of the rei ommendatioii contained in paragiaph 228(0 of the Rejiort only 
a small number of officeis havi* b(‘en selected who aie authorized to is.^ue 
permits and detailed instructions have been issLual conceiniiig the eligibility 
of candidates for receiving jierniits. A confidential circulai' coveiing the 
points mentioned in sub-paragra])hs (n), (ni) and {/v} of jiaiagrpah 228 
lias been issued to all conci'rned and orders giving effect tf) tlie recommen- 
dation contained in paragraph 228(r) have also been issuerl. 

The Government of India, who were reipiested to enact leg’islation on the 
lines of the recommendations contained in paiagrajiiis 229-3 J ol the Report, 
promulgated Ordinance VI of 1940 as an ud interim measure. The Pieven- 
tion df Corruption Bill, 1946, has been in(roduce<i in the Central Legislative 
Assembly and is now pending before that body. 

The various Service Associations were addressi^d on the subject of 
restoration of the traditions of the public service mentioned in paragraph 233 
3nd constructive suggestions were invited- The suggestions have been 
examined and Government are considering the possibility of setting up a 
special organisation for dealing with bribery and corruption in the services. 
The details concerning this organisation are under examination. ^ 
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(b) Since the publication of the Rowlands Committee's Report proceed- 
ings Lave been drawn up against Government servants for bribery and 
corruption in 237 cases with the following results — 

Cases. 

Dismissal from service ... 89 

“Acquittal” ... 39 

Minor punishments inflicted ... 37 

The remaining 72 cases are pending. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Will the Private Secretary be pleased 
to state if there is any such member as Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There is Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury and 
the Khan Bahadur before his name may be dropped now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But why is it printed before his name 
in this question F It was objected to by the Chief Minister yesterday in 
another connection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T.hat is not a question which the Parliamentary 
Secretary can reply; it is not his concern. This department has not yet 
been informed either oflicially or unofficially either by the members con- 
cerned or by the Government that all titles attached to tlie members of the 
Government Party should be dropped and that their names should appear 
without the titles. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Chief Minister objected to the title 
Khan Bahadur standing before his name, I mean before th6 name of Syed 
Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is neither here nor there. Will you kindly 
put your supplementary questions, if anyP 

MCi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will Government be pleased to give us 
the names of the small number of officers who have been selected and 
authorised to issue permits leferred to in answer (a)? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot give that offhand; I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want to know whether they are all 
Muslims or whether there are non-Muslmis also in that small number of 
officers. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I have already said that I cannot give the 
names of the officers offhand as if I could give out the names of the officers 
it could easily be made out whether all of them are Muslims or all are 
Hindus or how many Hindus and how many Muslims. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mill the Parliamentary Secretary please 
tell us w-hat is meant by the words “Government are considering the 
possibility of setting up a special organisation for dealing with bribery and 
corruption in the services” towards the end of the first paragraph? Is 
there any obstacle in the way of setting up this organisation? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There is no obstacle but details are under 
examination. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I take it that Government have 
already drawn up a scheme for such orgnaisation ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: W^hen is it likely that your considera- 
tion will end? 
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Mft ABDUL RASHID: That will be taken up very shortly: I cannot 
give^you |iny target date. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary please 
state how many out of the 89 men dismissed were prosecuted? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg your pardon? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your question, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is said that out of 237 cases 89 were 
dismissed. May I know whether Government prosecuted them also for 
corruption and bribery? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is, whether besides dismissing the 
Government also prosecuted them in a court of law. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 1 want notice. I could not tell you that off- 
hand. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: With reference to answer (h) 
regarding proceedings against Government servants, w^ere these prosecu* 
tions diawn up departmentally or in a court of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Departmentally. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Why were not they prosecuted 

in a court of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: As regards the remaining 7? 
cases, they are pending, but pending where? In a court of law or in the 
department? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; In the department. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When you say tliat out of 237 corrup- 
tion cases 89 have been dismissed, do you mean to say tJiat none pf them 
have been prosecuted before a court of law ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. * 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Then these 72? They also are before 
you and none of tlieni is before a law court? 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID; These are pending. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary let 
us know the sort of minor punishment inflicted upon the 37 cases? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Do you want details? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, whether a fine, or jail, or what? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In that case I would like to have notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If you want notice in every case, yon 
should take time and don’t try to avoid answering questions like that. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: If you want details, I cannot give you a 
straight answer. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In that case. Sir, as the Parliamentary 
Secretary is unable to answer supplementary questions, the question may be 
held over. We wanted to know the nature of minor punishment inflicted, 
whether it was a fine, whether it was departmental punishment, or whether 
itliey were sent to jail, and in most rases he wants notice. That is why 
I suggest that this question be held over. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, let this question be held over. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Sir, the honourable members want details. 
Let them give notice and the details will be given. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At least in three cases he has asked for 
notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It appears that Mr. Rashid is not in possession of 
all the facts required to answer a supplementary question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, is it ever possible for any- 
body to know all the details in connection with any question ? He can 
only say iliat certain people were punished and may not be able to give 
details regarding that punishment. For this purpose 1 submit notice should 
have to be given. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Das, do you want the question to be held over 
only for that information ? 

. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, in regard to other supplementary 
questions also, his answer was “I want notice, I cannot say offhand”; and 
tnat is wdiy 1 ask that this question be held over for proper answers to 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are your other questions? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: For the moment I cannot tell you, Sir. 
But it is on record. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He wnuits information regarding community, he 
wants details of the minor punishments and he wants tht^ names 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, let the question be held over 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mazumdar it is not the practice 
to get up when the (’hair is addressing tin* House. So, Mi. Das, \ou wanted 
thes(‘ details and tin* Parliamentary Secretary asked tor notice to get these 
information. Now, it is not jiossible to answer all the iiuestions offhand. 
Are you prepared to give fresh notice? 

Mr. IaLIT CHANDRA DAS: All lhat I want to say is that the 
Hon ’hie Mr. Sulirawardy is in charge of the Department and if he had said 
that he would ask tor notice, 1 would have acc(‘pted it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It would not have liecm possible even for the 
Hon’ble Ministt'r to give details offhand. When the Pailiamentary Secre- 
tary is answering the (jnestioii he takes the responsibility on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge ol the Department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, this question should be held over 
for the reason whieh 1 have already given. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Arising out of answer {h), namely, 
fiince the publication of the Rowland (’ommittee’s Report proceedings Imve 
been drawn up. Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state when these 
proteedings have been drawn up? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: It is not possible to give the date when the 
proceedings have been drawn up. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Give us an idea of the time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that is a question which can be 
answered offhand by any Minister. He has already asked tor notice. 
Either the question should he held over or fresh notice should be given. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This question may be held over. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, let the question be held over. Questions 
over. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is another question — No. G8 — which was 
held over yesterday. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Commerce is 
present here and it should be answ^ed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not find it on the agenda today. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, it was held over 

yesterda,\. It may be taken up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Post-war development of cottage industries in Bengal. 

68. Mr. NUR AHMED: (r/) Will the Hoii'ble Minister in cliarge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state what 
amount has been allotted for the post-war development of the cottage 
industries in Bengal ? 

(h) What are the industries whiih have been included in the post-war 
development cottage industries schemes? 

(c) How many workers will be benefited thereby? 

{(1) Do the Government of Bengal propose to set up development organi- 
sation on the lin(' of the Punjab Government for development of cottage 
industries in Bengal? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) and (h) 

A reference to pages 171 to 242 of the I’ost-War Keconslructjon Plan of 
this Government will indicate tin* amount as well as the particular.^ of the 
schemes intended to tackle and stimulate cottage industries. A copy of the 
Plan is placed in the Library. It wall be seen therefrom that apart from 
the schemes that directly aim at development of specific' industries such as 
salt, silk, leather, handloom weaving, etc., there are others which will also 
contribute towards the development of cottage industries particularly those 
intended to impart tc'chnical training and to provide for aid to industries. 
In fact, the schemes in tlie post-war plan have been drawn up mainly with 
the object of encouragement and development of small-scale and cottage 
industries. 

(c) It is difiicult to state in precise terms the actual number of workere 
who will be actually benefited. 

(d) and (e) Government have no precise information regarding the 
development organisation of the Punjab Government. I shall however 
enquire of that Government about it. This Government is having its own 
industrial policy, if it thinks that the policy adopted by any other Govern- 
ment would be helpful, Government would certainly try to benefit by it. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Arising out of (h), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government have any plan for importing expert or 
sending Indian students abroad for technical training? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Both are being contem- 
<f)lated. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As regards the reply in (c), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to arrange for a 
of the number of workers in the cottage industries mentioned in 
^ 2^2 2 / the Post-War Reconstruction Plan? In the absence of p 
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Th6 Hon’bfe Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government will consider 
that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know when the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Labour, wliom I see present now 
in the House, will answer the question regarding the tramway strike? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow that today. It is not on the agenda. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is a held-over question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When was it held over? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Last week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House did not sit last week. Well, you raise 
this question tomorrow. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I have some more supplementary questions to 
ask. I thought Mr. Mazumdar w’as asking some questions out of this 
question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AYell, that is not my fault. Now, let us go back 
to .the Bill. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

• Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Cl ause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in chiuse 2 of 
the Bill, the w’ords “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act of the 
Provincial Legislature and shall” be deleted. 

Sir, we have already expressed our views that this side of the House 
does not want such a Bill to be enacted into law. This Bill contains series 
of Ordinances which havt' been juomulgated and Government want to 
continue them for some time more. It would be better if we could have 
deleted the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act of the 
Provincial Legislature and sluiH”. The Ordinances are not before us only 
the names are before us. We are unable to consider the different aspects 
of the Old i Fiances clause by clause. It would be prudent, therefore, Sir, 
tliat the Bill should not have the force of the Legislature’s wishes, or that 
this liegislature has not really passed this Bill into law. If this Bill is 
passed it would be thought that the Provincial Legislature has considered 
are aspects of the Ordinances and is satisfied that these Ordinances are 
necessary at the present stage and that these Ordinances should conlinue. 
But, Sir, we have said more than once that there is no necessity of any of 
these Ordinances to be in force. Government have already enough power 
to control the various things and the Government should ask for the 

ganction of the Legislature to pass these Ordinances? Sir, these Ordinances 
really w'ere meant for the war period. The war period is long over, the 
emergency of the war is long over and at this time it is most unwise to 
have these Ordinances enacted into law as if the Ordinances had been 
approved by the Provincial Legislature. Therefore, Sir, I move that these 
lilies be deleted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in clause 2 
of the Bill, the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act 
of the Provincial Legislature and shall” be deleted, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would like to "support this amend- 
ment. This portion of the statement in clause 2 of the Bill brings the cat 
out of the bag so to say that these ffre really Ordinances and not an Act 
of any Legislature. Now what do they mean by this expression ‘‘as if they 
had been enacted in an Act of the Provincial Legislature”? Here we are; 
this is the Legislature and whatever law would be enacted would he enacted 
by this Legislature. When they use the expression “as if they had been 
enacted in an Act of the Legislature” it shows, as a matter of tact, that it 
is not really a law, it is not a Bill, a draft of a proposed law but really an 
Ordinance. This expression is to be found in section 88 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act wiien an Ordinance is promulgated by the Governor 
during the recess of the Legislature. In sub-clause ( 2 ) of section 88 of 
the Government of India Act we find this expression “An Ordinance 
promulgated under this section shall have the same force and effect as an 
Act of the Provincial Legislature”. Now, Sir, this expression can be used 
by His Excellency the Governor for promulgating an Ordinance. But how 
such an exprc'ssion comes in w’hen the provisions of the Ordinances are 
before this House for the purpose of enactnumt as a law. These words are 
redundant and they should be scrapped. With these words I support the 
amendment. 


The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the utility of these words 
is self-evident. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in (dause 2 of the Bill, the words “have effect as if they had been 
enacted in an Act of the Provincial Legislature and shall” be deleted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. * 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

I Mr. Biswanath Roy. 


NOES— 27. 


Mr. Abdulla-al’Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. 0. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Ayes being 9 and Noes 27 the amendment was lost. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: I beg to move that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, for the w'ords “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” be 
substituted. 

Sir, this Bill has been introduced for the purpose of having its life for 
six months more. The time factor is a very essential thing. There may 
be emergency in future; but there is no emergency at present. Still the 
Government want these Ordinances to continue for six months more. What 


Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ail Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Ta ak Nath Mukherjea. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Dr. K.asimuddin Talukdar. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 
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is the motive hehind it? Do I take it that within six months the emergency 
period will be over or in the period of the next six months they will be able 
to have these Ordinances enacted into proper Acts? I do not think that 
the idea behind it is to enact these Ordinances into law within the next six 
months, because the Government know that there is no necessity for these 
Ordinances to continue: at least within the next six months they will not 
be able to have these Ordinances enacted into Jaw. Now, Sir, the question 
is how long this rule of Oidinance should continue? If the Government 
really want to continue the rule of Ordinances it will be a dangerous thing. 
Ordinance is a thing which is very seldom used in any province or by any 
Government and is only used to meet a very serious situation. Really 
people want that they should be governed by such laws under which they 
can live happily without any interference by the Government. Govern- 
ment now interferes at every stage. Now, Sir, we are having more or less 
much easier time than we had during the last few years. So, this rule by 
Ordinances should not continue any longer. So, I have put 3 months instead 
of G months. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” he substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I rise to support this amendment. 
This Ministry calls itself a popular Ministry. Is that the reason why they 
want to introduce 10 Ordinances by which to control us in different ways. 
Sir, we are passing through a period in which it is absolutidy necessary that 
all restrictions on our civil liberties should be removed and controls regard- 
ing our food and drugs should also be removed. We know by our experience 
how the mustard oil has hooded the market as soon as the control was 
remov(‘d. from it. Such will be the case in resjiect of drugs and consumers’ 
goods also. I can say. Sir, that immediately after the controls are removed 
the markets will be hooded with these things. Then, Sir, with respect to 
the civil liberties, we know that we are still having section 144 imposed 
upon Calcutta from Kith August since the Muslim League started “Direct 
Action”. The result is that we cannot take out any proc(‘ssion. Now by 
Special Powers Ordinance the Government want to ban meeting’s even in 
private' houses. We think, Sir, the sooner the controls are withdrawn the 
bettor for us all concerned. With these words, Sir, I support tlie motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is hoped that within 
a period of G months the provisions of these various Ordinances now proposed 
to be enacted into law will be placed on the Statute book through separate 
Bills. If we were satisfied that we would have time and that the Opposition 
would be reasonable enough to accept these Bills without delay and without 
obstruction, we might have been able to reduce the period but as we are not 
certain of this, for we are to pass as many as 10 Ordinances, we have there- 
fore put in a period of G months. For that reason we have taken a further 
G months in case owing to any difiiculties we are not able to complete our 
work within the first six months and because there ought not to be any 
hiatuses. Can Mr. Lalit Chandra Das guarantee that controls will be 
removed by the Government of India within G months or an year? After 
all, the controls we have put have been necessitated by the controls imposed 
upon us by the Government of India. Everybody knows that. The Govern- 
ment of India has removed the control ever mustard oil. We had been 
moving the Government of India for a considerable time to remove the 
control ever the mustard oil in conferences after conferences. We have 
fortunately now succeeded. The whole question of controls depends on the 
Government of India’s controlling the various things. And we have got 
to keep the Control Orders on here as well in respect of most of these 
subjects. Sir, the period of 6 months at the beginning and 6 months there- 
after is reasonable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” 
be substituted. 
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The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 9. 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Birsndra Kishors Roy Chowdhury. 


NOES— 30. 


Mr. Abduila-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Syed Badrudduza. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amuiyadhone Roy. 

Dr. Kasimuddin Taiukdar. 

Mr. Mci. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 30 the motion was lost. 


Mr. LALtT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I beg to move that the proviso to 
clause 2 of the Hill be omitted. 


Sir, the proviso to clause 2 of the Bill runs as follows: — “l^rovided that 
the Provincial Government may by notification in the official Gazette, direct 
Ithat the provisions of any of the Ordinances specified in the Schedule shall 
continue in operation for a further period not exceeding six months if in the 
opinion of the Provincial Government it is necessary in the public interest 
so to do.” 

Sir, a direction may come from the Central Government upon the Hon ’hie 
Chief Minister of the Government of Bengal not to withhold control and he 
will only be too glad to follow that suggestion and will not withhold the 
control. He will at once say that the Provincial Government consider it 
necessary to do so. And then there will be another extension for six 
months; and against this we put up an emphatic protest. It is enough that 
rule by Ordinance should cease and that if it does not actually cease 
altogether, then it should be as short as possible. Therefore, I say that 
it may remain in force for three months and not a day should be extended 
for any one of these Ordinances. With these words I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the proviso to clause 2 of 
the Bill be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y; I have nothing further to 
add to the remarks which I have already made and which cover this amend- 
ment as well. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill be omitted. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 9. 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hememlra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Batlsh Chandra Jana. 

Rti Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Bliwanath Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Ghowdliury. 
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N0E8— 28. 


Mr. AbdulIa-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Oatta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodui Hague. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amuiyadhone Roy. 

Dr. Kasimuddin Taiukdar. 

Mr. Md Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 28 the motion was lost. 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, T beg to move that in the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “three months” be substituted. 

Sir, I have stated my reasons before that we do not want to give the 
Government so long a latitude for full one year to continue these Ordinances. 
I need not add anything more to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the proviso to clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I have nothing more to 
add to what 1 have alr€*ady stated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “three months” be substituted. 

, The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Schedule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. Das, you move your amendment and Mr. Nahar may speak on it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194(1 TI — the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 194(1. 

Now, Sir, this Ordinance should not have found a place in the Schedule. 
It is not at all necessary. It is an unnecessary burden on the finances of 
Bengal. Some of the civic guards are not even of ordinary honesty and 
some of them were even found stealing wires and other things. In fact. 
Sir, the duties that are assigned to the civic guards often times correspond 
to the works which are done by the police and the military as w'ell as the 
chowkidars and others. The civic guards are absolutely unnecessary and if 
they are abolished so much the better for all concerned and also for our 
finances. As to Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance I should say that 
it is also unnecessary. In the Police Act there is provision for imposition 
of collective fines whenever necessary and so far as this Ordinance is con- 
cerned it is out of time I should say. The present atmosphere in the 
province does not require the continuance of this Ordinance. With these 
words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that in the Schedule of the Bill, 
the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194G II... The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 194G”. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the amendment: 
that has been moved by my friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This Bengal 
Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuanne Ordinance, 194G, was 
introduced at a time when the war was going on and the Government 
required the help of the people of the different localities in organising the 
safety and defence of the country. Sir, this was an emergency measure. 
This Ordinance was first promulgated in 1940 and this Ordinance of 194G, 
under discussion now, followed suit and gives powers to the District 
Magistrate in a district or the Commissioner of Police in a Presidency 
Town, as the case may be, to constitute a body to be called the civic guards 
[the members of which shall discharge such functions in relation to the 
protection of persons, the security of property or the public safety as may 
be assigned to them in accordance with the provismns of the Ordinance and 
the rules made thereunder. Sir, for these reasons this Ordinance was 
promulgated at that time. That was an emergency and the Government 
wanted to defend the country by the people of the country at that time. 
There is no such emergency now whicli necessitates the ('ontinuance of 
such civic guards. AVe know that the.se civic guards were discontinued — 
that is at least what I know of — but why again you want to have those 
civic guards? AA^hat is the motive behind your action? AV"e know also. 
Sir, that at that time the Collective Fines Ordinance was promulgated, and 
that was promulgated when the famous August 1942 Movement was started 
by the C'ongiess. There was nothing bet ore that.* That was meant to 
suppress the national movement of the people of the country. Sir, do the 
Government still insist that that type of Ordinance should continue? 
During the riots collective fines were imposed and you havi'. ample powers 
to impose collective fines if such an emergency arises again but there is no 
such emergency now. Then, Sir, it is mentioned that this (dvic Guards 
Ordinance extends to the whole of Bengal. Do you want to organise civic 
guards throughout Bengal at the expense of Bengal’s Exchequer or do you 
want to have a dummy show only in Calcutta? Chief Minister has not 
explained that when he moved for consideration of the Bill, did not explain 
what is his intention in keeping these civic guards still in Bengal. Several 
examples can be cited to show what kind of people these civic guards are 
and what they have done by way of theft, etc. As regards their status they 
are more or less in the category of ordinary constables and they were select- 
ed from out of the people who had practically no woik to do and they joined 
the civic guards and the result was that many of them had to be prosecuted 
for various offences including theft of articles which they wme asked to 
guard and to see that nothing untoward and disorderly ]inp])cned to them. 
Sir, this is the type of people who were selected to be members of the civic 
guards. Tlie civic guards of that time were doing rather vaiious sorts of 
injury to the public at least in Calcutta in their own locality ; they were 
behaving as if they themselves were the Government and coniinitted various 
zoolurn.s which were brought to the notice of the Gov(*rnm('nt at that time. 
It was rather a happy augury when the civic guards were discharged and 
the people of the locality were saved from terror of tlnun. Do the Govern- 
ment, does the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the so-called popular Chief Minister, 
still want these civic guards to continue in cities, villages or throughout 
Bengal, just to terrorise people and hold them in awe, and to behave as if 
they were the Government? Does the Chief Minister want to have these 
civic guards to maintain his power or to have in them an extra police force 
or military force to protect his own or his party’s interests? AYe all know 
that the Britishers are quitting India next June, that is, in June 1948. 
Does our present Ministry mean to make over this province to the tender 
mercies of these civic guards? I do not know. AYill he kindly explain 
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why they wish to have these civic guards now? We find that there is no 
emergency at the moment and there is no war also; therefore there is no 
necessity for any civic guards of this type. This Ordinance also empowers 
these civic guards in many places to use compulsion on the people of the 
locality to become members of the civic guards or help in various ways the 
doubtful activities of these civic guards. This is really a great hardship 
on the people of Bengal. Although at present there is no war or emergency 
yet they are asked to support the acts of omission and commission of the 
Government. The authorities in the various places are doing at their 
sweet will and pleasure various acts and now by this Act they will be doing 
further and further mischief to the people whom however they are expec ted 
to guard. In this way rjovernment are forcing the province into a condi- 
tion which is unwant(‘d and whicli is rather most harmful to the people of 
Bengal. With these words 1 support the amendment moved by my friend 
Mr. Lalit Cluindra Das. 

Mr. BISWANATH ROY: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. I 
find no justification on the part of Government to introduce tliese Ordinances 
in the form of Bills in tne present circumstances. Before entering into the 
controversial point as to whetluT this Ordinance should be enacted as 
common law I would like to point out that Government has done a serious 
injustice in not having this measure circulated for eliciting jiublic opinion. 
On the other hand, Government is trying in an arbitrary and in an autocratic 
way to govern with the advantage of their brute majority and is rushing 
this Bill througli this House. Sir, it will be admitted on all hands that 
emergent situation calls for emergency law, Ordinance or wlmtever you may 
call it. I would like to ask Government to say if they consider that the 
present situation in the country is such as to perpetuate an Ordinance of 
this type and to enact it into common law. Surely the Government does 
not feel so weak with its ordinary and special apparatus for maintaining 
law and order, I may say so with a particular eye to the budget allotment 
on this yiarticular item, as not to lie able to maintain peace and order in 
the province without having recourse to special Ordinance. The war is 
over, tifne is normal and every one ought to feel comfortable under ordinary 
law. 

It is a matter of regret to note that the Government is completely 
neglecting the opinion of a very large section of people in this province. 
Within this Legislature the only course left to us is to record our protest 
but outside the Legislature there is bound to be a reaction which, I am 
afraid, no power on earth can suppress. The Ministry seems to be very wise 
to rush through such legislations but I wonder whether they at all consider 
what reaction there will be outside the Legislature throughout the province. 
The situation is not at all happy and if the Government goes on in this 
fashion, people will, I am afraid, be forced to go beyond the thin line of 
toleration which still hangs between inaction and dangerous reaction. 
In spite of the fact that it is a one-party Ministry, we on tiiis side of the 
House would still appeal to the better sense and wise judgment of the 
individuals forming the Ministry not to act in such a way as would 
comonly affect the civil liberties of all classes and communities whether 
they be Hindus or Moslems. 

I have been keenly observing the attitude of my honourable friends in 
the European Group too. It is high time that they should rise up to the 
occasion when big political developments are happening in this country 
and surely they may also have a chance to live in this country in peace, 
and should take a cautious move as not to alienate the sympathy of any 
particular section of the people in this country. I appeal to the good 
sense of the members and hope that they will support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable 

members should have no doubt observed that this is a temporary Bill, and 
when the main Bill for the continuance of the civic guards is placed before 
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the House they will have ample time and opportunity of discussin^^ the 
question whether the civic guards should be maintained or not. I never 
realised that honourable members who desire a reign of peace and order 
should be distrustful about the civic guards. There may b(‘ some distrust- 
ful and lawless elements — 1 do not know — and 1 am siire the honourable 
members of the House do not represent those lawless elements. I wish 1 
could agree with iny honourable frieq/ls opposite that the situation in the 
country is normal. Unfortunately, it is not so and the new dispensation 
before us will 1 hope not set any new fire ablaze. But there aie seeds 
therein of the creation of an abnormal situation. Therefore 1 do not think 
that we can lightly dispense with the services of the civic guards who did 
their best in inomens of strife and stress and into which organisation we 
have been able to hainess to some extent the non-ofiicial forces in the 
interest of law and order 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Did they help in the riots? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SU H R AWARD Y: Yes, surely they did. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, they did, in the looting in Noakhali 
and Tippera. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order, the question before the 
House IS that in the schedule of the Bill, the following be dtdeled, namely: — 

‘H94G II — The Bengal C’ivic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 194(1.” 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 9. 


Mr. Ualit Chandra Das. 

Mr. hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 


NOES— 22. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. SuitanuCdm Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choubhury Moazzem Hossain. 

Mr, Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Golran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqiie. 

The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mojarak All Khan. 
Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mt. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss. Ethel Robertson, C.S.M.Q. 

Dr. Kasimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 

22 the amendment was lost. 


Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I heg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194G III — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1940”. 

In the preamble of the Ordinance, a copy of which has been circulated “ 
to us, we find it said that “for control of the production, supply and distri- 
bution of, and trade in, molasses in Bengal” this Ordinance has been 
introduced, and they want to continue the control over the molasses. Sir, 
we know how the contiol of the present Bengal Government is giving itdief 
to the people. Sir, whenever we find control over one thing we see that the 
article immediately disappears fiom the regular market; black-markeU 
spring up and are encouraged thereby ; the prices go up and all the stocks 
in the regular maiket vanish. In clause 3 we find it mentioned “for main- 
taining or increasing the supply of molasses or for securing the equitable 
distribution or availability of molasses at fair prices”, etc. Sir, we do not 
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know how far fair prices have been maintained and what is the production 
— whether the production is going up or going down. Sir, so far as I know 
production is going down. As a result of this control the production of 
moJasses that was being done previous to this Ordinance has gone down 
and that is not at all giving relief to the people. Sir, the poor people use 
these molasses in their homes for feeding their cattle, for use in their 
tamak (tobacco) which the villagers generally take. They have not got 
so much money to buy cigarettes as the people of the city could do or the 

membeis of this House could do. They use these molasses and produce 

their own tobacco at their homes. You have controlled the production of 
these molasses even at their homes. They cannot produce them until you 
give them licences. Sir, it has been mentioned that the Government will 
issue licences, permits or some such thing either for production or for 
storage, transport, etc. That means you are taking away the right, the 

members of this House could do. Tliey use these molasses and produce 

these things at their homes from out of the sugarcane ])roductions or the 
gur productions from which these molasses are being prepared. You have 
taken away their private rights and you are encouraging certain big 
industrialists or the persons who can go round you and dance attendance on 
you, the security permits either from you or from the district authorities 
whom they will satisfy in any manner so that they can have their permits 
and what they do after obtaining the permits. They give something accord- 
ing to the directions of the officials, they give something to the market and 
take away the rest to the black-market where they earn more money than 
is fair out of this Ordinance that you have promulgated. Sir, I know, and 
many of the members on the opposite side also must be knowing, what are 
the results in the mofussil of the enactment of these Ordinances, and the 
continuance of these controls. On account of this control the people are 
handicapped and Government is in a way rather helping the rise of prices 
or the disappearance of these articles from the ;narket. Now, Sir, there is 
a provision in this Ordinance which says that they will keep a staff tor 
collecting information and statistics with a view to regulation and prohibi- 
tion, etc. I know that Government always want to inciease their staff just 
to please their supporters here and there. They want statistics out of these 
but we ‘have never seen any such statistics being published anywhere about 
these productions or about productions which were then before these 
Ordinances were promulgated and at wdiat rate they are being produced 
now. We have not seen anything of the kind, Sir. There may be a staff 
maintained drawing fat salaries and feeding fat upon the poor people of this 
province. Wc always see that our budget is in deficit and this is the way. 
Sir, that deficit is being caused. 

Next, Sir, we s(*e that producers are to maintain books and those books 
are to he inspected at any time by (jovernment officers as they please. Sir, 
the poor village people produce their gur and molasses at their own homes. 
Do you expect that they could ever keep their books and accounts and 
maintain clerks for the purpose just to show thmn to Government’s 
lnsp(*ctorsF Are these poor people who anyhow are able to produce at their 
* own home some quantity of gur and molasses, are tlu*y expected to maintain 
a secretariat staff' to keep proper books and accounts p What will happen 
'*if they fail to please your officers in respect of these records? Pei haps 
they will be fined, or taken to a police-station and there will be scope for 
coiruption, and many other things may happen. Therefore these Ordinances 
do not really help the country or the province in the matter of production; 
they do not give the people any impetus for more and more production 
which is required; these Ordinances might have been helpful during an 
emergency, during the war-time when Government wanted to control their 
production and sale. But the situation is now normal and more production 
has become necessary but Government want to check such production. Do 
not the Government see that other countries outside India are flooding our 
markets with their products, while they themselves are not allowing their 
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own people to produce more and ’ more. You want to control them, to 
compel them to dance attendance at your offices, pay them something and 
get permits froni the Civil Supplies Department. I)o Vou want this posi- 
tion still to continue and still say that you are a popular Government and 
rule by just laws? Is this a sample of the process by which you will rule 
Bengal in future and you want our support and co-operation? We will 
certainly refuse to co-operate with ^ Government which does not want this 
country to flourish or to produce more and more articles to become rich, 
and rather handicaps them and wants foreigners to send us large number 
of articles to earn as much as they can and I have a suspicion, Sir, as to 
whether they themselves do not earn something out of these things. There 
is a provision which empowers officer to search. We know, Sir, what 
happens in the course of a search. We know that the officers of the Civil 
Supply Department generally go to the hats and take over those articles 
from the poor men in the hats armed with this Ordinance and do not allow 
them to be taken from one place to another. They harass the poor people 
by unnecessary search in their houses, entering their house only on the 
pretext that Government have the Ordinance. The Government want to 
rule by Ordinance and harass the poor people in this way. Really this sort 
of control by Ordinances takes away the inherent right of the people — the 
poor villagers — to produce their own commodities for their own use and at 
a time when we want to have our country — our Bengal — to be prosperous, 
rich and happy. We do not want that at such a time these Ordinances should 
exist to retard the growth of improvement and the production of commodities 
required by the people so badly. Rather you should give impetus by giving 
grants to the people to enable them to produce these things, and hereby 
bring money to the people. With these words, Sir, I oppose the inclusion 
of this Ordinance into this Bill. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194G III — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance 1946”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to support the amendment' 
moved by my friend Mr. Nahar. To understand what molasses liieans, I 
would read the definition as given in the Ordinance : — 

^molasses” means the final residual by-product of faclories manu- 
facturing sugar from cane, or by refining guv, by means of vacuum 
pans, but does not include convertible molasses which are the final 
residual by-product of factories operating on the open pan system”. 
Sir, it affects the poor men. The molasses are used in the pieparation of 
tobacco which is generally used by the agriculturists. This commodity i^ 
also used for feeding cows in order to get more milk — it increases theJ^' 
quantity of milk — the milk which is so dear now — that can be had in plenty 
by tlie use of this commodity. Then, Sir, what was an Ordinance during 
the war-time was repeated in September 1946 and now the Government seek 
to continue the same when there is no emergency. How tliey want to 
control will appear from section 3, sub-section (2), which says— “ Witliout * 
prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by sub-section (/) an 
order made thereunder may provide — ^ 

(a) for regulating by licences, permits or otherwise the production of 
molasses ; 

{h) for controlling the prices at which molasses may be purchased or 
sold ; 

(c) for regulating by licences, permits or otherwise the storage, trans- 
port, distribution, di.sposal, acquisition, use or consumption of 

molasses ” I need not read further. 

There are also portions as to how to control it. This only shows that instead 
of allowing the molasses to be produced in plenty in the villages they want 
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to manage it in such a way that the peopi^ darnnot have it in plenty at all. 
We tolerated all these hardships during the war but as there is no war now 
and also as there is no emergency there should not be any control in the 
matter of molasses. 

With these words, Sir, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I wonder if Mr. Nahar 
will ever realise that his continued and inapt references on every single 
occasion to rule by Ordinance, war conditions, normal conditions make his 
observations unworthy of notice. Increase of production or lowering of 
production or making the country rich or Bengal rich or India rich or Asia 
rich or the world rich and so on and so forth. Now, Sir, molasses is not 
gur nor is gur molasses, neither is molasses sugar or sugar molasses. 
Molasses is nothing else but the refuse or the by-product of certain 
factories. If the honourable member will read the definition he will find 
it out. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: I have read the definition.) Not you, 
I am referring to Mr. Nahar, You have lead the whole thing and so you 
have wasted the time of the House in citing instances which are in the 
possession of any ordinary member of this House. Now, molasses are used 
lor the useful purpose of manufacturing spirits, methylated spirit, rectified 
spirit and spirits of other kinds and so it is necessary that the distilleiies 
should be assured of the sujiplies of molasses. Therefore in order that this 
most imiiortant article most of which is used for medicinal purposes is 
assured to the public it has been found necessary to continue in force the 
provisions of this Ordinance until such time as molasses aie a free commodity 
and could be moved from one part of the country to the other without 
hardship. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
in tlie Schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 111 — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1946”. 

The question was put and division called. 

Mr. 8,ULTAtltJ|D0IN AHMED: For such divisions I think three mem- 
bers hav(‘ to rise iii their seats. Only one member rose this time. Three 
members have to rise. 


The division was taken with the following result: — 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oas. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 


AYES~8. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

NOES— 23. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Suitanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

^ Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

r. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain. 
han Bahadur A.dul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Eilahi. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak hath Mukherjee. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amuiyadhone Roy. 

Miss. Ethel Robertson, 
br. Kpsimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 8 and Noes 23 tJie amendment was lost. 

Mr. BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely : — 

“1946 IV — The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 1946”. 



1947.] TEMPOJIART ^^NACTMENT BILU? 295 

Sir, this Ordinance is in continuance of the Ordinances promulgated by 
the Government of India under the Defence of India Act, 1939, as we find 
in the preamble. The Hon’ble Chief Minister pointed -out that if India... 
Government withdraw these Ordinances then he would be glad to withdrafi?^ 
them, but it been mentioned that^^under rule 81 of the Defence of India 
Rules they wdll cease to have effect — (The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8 . Sohuawakdy : 

1 never said any such thing). Yes, the Chief Minister had said that before, 
hut it is easy to forget. Now, Sir, this Ordinance is being promulgated by 
the Provincial Government and not by the India Government. In this 
Ordinance Government want to have control not only over production bui " 
also over imports, w’holesale or retail sale, etc. They want to control not 
only production but also the import, sale and distribution and all these by 
this Ordinance, and I do not know why. We knew that the Government 
of India’s Ordinances were meant during the war for the purpose of 
military supplies to their own military troops and that is why they gave 
these medicines the first priority tor the troops. Foreign medicines as Avell 
as medicines produced in India, in Calcutta or in any other places, they 
Avere taken by Government under their owm control and they wert‘ offered 
first to the militarA- and next to th(‘ ])eople of the country. That was duriiig'* 
a Avar emergency and the imperialist Government had to do all this just to 
save their OAvn face, jdut there is no w^ar emergency noAv, the war has gone 
and although the Chief Minister seems to think tlmt there is an emergency 
existing now, (I do not agree with his view) for which they should have 
control over the production of drugs I do not see eye to eye with him. We 
knoAV that the chemical factories and the chenjical industries are trying their 
liardest to produce more and more but it is the Government tliat is not 
alloAAung them to produce hut is restricting them from getting articles of 
manufacture. If they do not get proper articles they cannot manufacture, 
and if you do not give more' and more licences to your producers you do not 
get more productions. You ought to give an impetus to the capitalists or 
scientists who want to ])roduce these drugs because we know that it is 
very difficult to get licence tor production of drugs trom tlje Civil Supply 
Department. We know, Sir, how the Civil Supply Depariment is A\'orking. 
We know’ Avhy they are ham]>ering the cause of those industrialists who w’ant 
to bring the public all these artiedes (Mr. Muhammao Taufiu : What about 
black-marketing ?) Y^es, 1 am coming to tliat. My friend has raised the 
point about black-marketing. I agree with him ami I can cite one or tw’o 
instances. You all know. Sir, that Martin and Harris is a big firm in the 
city which imports foreign drugs. If you really mean business you should ‘ 
go and in.spect their godown. If you do so, you Avill find a very large 
(piantity of valuable drugs there which have not been released and there is 
every chance that these line drugs go underground. They are not available 
to the real sufiterers. But they go underground and fetch more money than ' 
th'3 control price to such dealers. That is the way in which hhick-market- 
iiig is going on by your order, and by your action you are encouraging 
those business people w’bo are indulging and thriving in this sort of nefarious 
business. It is high time that the people should get the medicine they want 

so badly and it is the duty of Government to see that (The Hon’ble 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: Hear, hear.) Are you short of hearing H " 
(Laughter.) But the Government is trying to handicap the business people 
who are trying to produce more. You are also putting handicap in the w^ay 
those businessmen who want to import and sell these medicines in the 
market. We know that foreigners are producing more of these drugs than 
before and they do not want these drugs for their own soldiers or military, 
but for the sake of their business they are producini? these drugs and are 
willing to export them to those places which require them. But by these 
Ordinances necessitating permits, licences and such other restrictions these 
businessmen are being discouraged to export. So you are not helping the 
people* of the Province to get more; but von are standing in the way of the 
peoplOj^who are suffering and want the^ medicines. We know. Sir, that 
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but if one ^oes to the black-market these medicines will be found in plenty. 
But if anybody goes to the shop and want a medicine at control price the 
shop-keeper says “oh it is not available, all sold out”. They might have 
sold some, out of the stock at a control rate, but the bulk of tlie stock 
underground to be sold at a very high price in the black-market. Then, 
Sir, for these Ordinances you have to maintain a big staff and you are nol 
getting any money from this business. This is also a heavy burden upon 
the exchequer of Uie Provincial Government. When we do not want anj' 
expenditure made on account of these things 3 "Ou forcibly want to do it, 
.The thing is that you have some people in the department whom you dr 
not want to displace because they are either your supporters or relations ol 
your supporters. If you do away with their services they will go out au( 
speak against you. That is wliy you are afraid to do away with the stall 
of the (hvil Supply Department and you want to maintain these people 
You do not consider whether tlie people of the city or of the province gel 
their medicines or not. 1 think the main idea behind this Ordinance is tc 
maintain their own people in the various Oivil Supplies Department. (Th( 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suharawkdy: In the Civil Supplies Departments 
You know better than me. What I say is this that you want to keep thes< 
'Ordinances only to patronise your own people. Now, Sir, there is a provi 
sion in section 5 which runs as follows: “The provisions of the said Orde. 
us so continued in operation shall have effect notwitlistanding anythiiijL 
inconsistent therewith contained in any other law lor the time being ii 
force or in any instrument having effect by virtue' of any enactment othe: 
than this Ordinance.” Sir, there is the ordinary law by which the producer: 
and the distributors and the shop-keepers are governed but by thesi 
Ordinances you want to take away the legal rights of those peo})le. Yoi 
want to supersede all tliose laws by passing this Bill into law. We alway, 
used to say that the (]lovernor of the province used to do all these thingi 
and not the Legislature but by introducing this temporary Bill you ar( 
trying to make this Legislature responsible for all these misdeeds by over 
riding all tlie ordinary laws of the land. This is a most dangerous thing 
This should not have any precedence over the ordinary laws of the land. 

Lastly, 1 would appeal to the House not to pass this Ordinance regard 
ing the drugs at least. People are dying for want of medicine. Tin 
'.Government should withdraw this I^’ug Ordinance from this Bill. Do jjo 
pass this Ordinance by mere majority. It will be really taking away tin 
medicines from the markets, from the people, from the patients who badlj 
require these medicines. I would again appeal to you not to pass thh 
Ordinance. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Scheduh 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194(1 IV — The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 194b” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to support this very reasonable amendmen 
of my friend Mr. Nahar. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister stated earlier ii 
this House that by his efforts he had been able to have the mustard oi 
control removed by the Government of India and therefore today it has als( 
been removed in Bengal and we are in this happy position at least that thos( 
who could not get even a drop of mustard oil is getting something. W( 
accept the position that the oil is now available in Bengal after the remova 
of the control. In respect of the drugs control the same thing can be done 
I would request the Chief Minister to go up to the Government of India ii 
the same spirit to take aw^ay the control from the drugs so that this Ordinance 
at least could be wiped out in Bengal and we could freely get medicines no 
only in the cities but also in the interior parts of the country. If W( 
tupport this Ordinance we would be doing something which would bi 
** contrary to the resolution we accepted last year moved by Mr. Nur Ahraei 
Tfiffardintf the indigenous drugs industry in Bengal and we passed thii 
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wkich urged ObverUmei^t to come forward to help the development of 
indigenous drugs industry in this province. And now by this Ordinance 
we axe taking away that facility. Not only do the Qovernment not want 
[to develop our own indigenous drug industry ; not only do tliey not want 
that more drug shops should be opened in various part^ of this province to 
ameliorate the conditions prevalent at the present moment but they are also 
going to control the import of drugs which would have normally tlow^ed into 
this province because everybody wants to do business in this country now^ 
and thereby increasing the normal flow. As we could see, in case of some 
consumer goods which are controlled partially, they are flooding the market 
and the prices are coming dowui, even rates low’er than the control ])rice are 
prevalent at the present moment. In some cases, even those drugs which 
have gone underground since, on account of their being controlled, could 
be obtained, during the period when the war w^as on, at even Ixdow’ the 
controlled rate. It is not a fact that all the drugs immediately w'ent into 
the black-market during wn\r-time because of the control enforced by the 
Government of India. Everything wmuld have come dowm in price if these 
foreign drugs, at least the sulpha-drugs, and other new^ medicines which 
have been developed during the war period in the U.S.A. and in the 
continent be allowed to come freely, to be imported and sold in the province 
freely and as a result, many of the diseases which are also the outcome of 
the famine conditions and pestilence in this province could he very w’el! 
tackled. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, how long more wdll you take 
to speak ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Some lo minutes more. If there is no time wv can 
take this up tomorrow and continue. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Let us continue this tomorrow'. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-1 h p.m. 
tomorrow'. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
March, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

Tlie following members were absent from the meeting , held on the 11th 
3fiireh, 1947:— ' ’ 

(1 ) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(2) Sir Md. Azizul Ilaqiie, Khan llaliadur. 

(d) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(4) Alliadj Khan ilahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(b) Alliadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(S) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanoldsli. 

(9) J)r. Kuniud Sankar Itoy. 

(10) Mr. bhai'U ('handra Sandal, 
ill) Mr. Kmc Derniot Doyne. 

(KM Mr. T. B. Nimino. 

(Id) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(14) Kliaii Bahadur Mukhlesur Bahaman. 

(lo) Mr. Balirani Boy. 



BEIKUL LEGISLA'gVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

•' ■ - — *r 

Fini S»Mlon, 1 947— No. 1 6. 


Titk Col'Nf TJ. met in tlie Legislative Chamber of tlie Jii'gislalive Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednewlay, the 12th March, 11147, at 2-15 p.m laung the 
sixteenth day ot the First Session of 1947, i)ursiiant to section h2i2Hn) of 
the Gfovernment of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy PuAS.\n SiNOii Boy, K.i .i.i}.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Re-examination of the Post-war Reconstruction Schemes. 

70. Mr. NUR AHMED; in) Will th(‘ lloirbh* MiniNb'r in cLarge of th(‘ 
Chief MiiiLstorhs Dejiartmenl be pleased to state if it is a fact that most of the 
post-war reconstruction scliemes as printed in the Blue Book publislnal by 
tln‘ (Toverument of Bengal wme prepared during the regime undei Sta tion 94 i' 

(5) If so, do the (ioveinment propos(‘ to re-examine these schemes by 
ail exjiert committee consLsting oi iion-otlieial niemheis and ollicial expmtsP 

(c) If not, why not? 

{(/ ) Is it a lact that most of thes<‘ schemes are preliminai\\ schemes on]> ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA (on behalf of the 
Minister-in-charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (o) Yts. 

(ff) No. 

{(') Idle schemes ait‘ al\^a;\s under (‘xaminat ion by t'xjx'its; and my 
colleagues ami 1, ^^ilo consider them in detail in (’ahinel CommitttM', art* fully 
in touch uiilt non-oihci.il opinion on ])olic\. Mcmhms ot the Legislatnii' an' 
also being consulted m the district.^ under the organisation no\\ bf'ing std 
iij). 

((/) Not now. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: II ave members of the b'gislatuie Ixam inxitial as pci’ 
answer (c)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Tin > wen not 

invited hut were consulted from time to time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, but who were eousultc'd ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 11 the hoiiouiable 
member wants to know’ tlu* names, then I want notiem 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are any Hindu members included in that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (Vrliunly, when the 
Oceasion arises and as tlic case may be, they are eertainly invited, 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Th ere is no (piestion of occasion arising. It is 
‘'tated that members of the TiCgislature are also being consulted in the dis- 
tricts r*Mn w'hat districts and wdio are being consulted, and who liave been 
consulted up to this time and what are the schemes on which their 
co-operation has been invited? 
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The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Member represent- 
ing- a district wliose schemes are being considered ate generally invited for 
the purpose. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: In which districts work is proceeding? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Almost in all the 

districts. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: 1 think, Sir, the (piestion should stand over, as in 
fact many thijigs are involved in it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Honourable Minister has replied to the ques- 
tions and 1 see no reason why it should stand over. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: All right, Sir. I shall then put other supple- 
inentury questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister i)lease state 
wdiether he is prei)ared to publish lor general intorniaiion tlie, post-war 
reconstruction scheme^? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Hie original sclienies 
were iJiiblisln^d and further details will bc‘ published in due course. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Details are not rtady then? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The details are being 
'Considered and as soon as a final shape can he given to them they will he 
made public. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are you ])re])an'(l to admit that 
besides official experts there are also exi)erts outsidi' tlie otlicial circle.'' 
Will the IJoirble Minister admit that? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What is your point, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point is: It is said in (c) that the 
schemes ai'(‘ always under examination hy ex])erls; my ([in^stion is whether 
these ex])er1s are all official who examine the schemes; ])resuuial)ly they are 
all officials? 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, normally, they 
are offi(‘ials hut if a ease demands outside ('onsultation outside experts will 
be eousnlted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is meant by the answer “not 
now” in {(!)? 'Fhe (piestion was — if it is a fac'i that most of these schemes 
are preliminary sehemes only, and the answer is — not now. MTiat is meant 
by this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; I re umahly it is a 
jirinting mistake. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will yon kindly (‘xjilain what is the 
nature of the mistake? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; It is not a preli 
minary scheme. These sehemes are being finalised. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be ])leased to state what 
are the sehemes wliieh are not at the jiriliminarv stage at the present 
moment and what are the schemes which are very much advanced? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, it involves 
skating in great details. If the honourable member wants in detail I can 
Supply them later. 
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Mr. BI8WA NATH ROY: ‘Will the Hoii’l^le Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any sclienies in the Tresidency Division P 

The Hen’bte Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, rertainly there 
are many 'sehemes in 'the I’resideiiey Division. 

Mr. BISWA NATH ROY: Who have been consulted wilh reyard to 
these sehemes in the J’nvsideney Division:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 ( mnol yive yon 
the names otl-liancl. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As the llon’ble Minister who is r(‘plyiuy to the 
question re])r(‘sents the JUirdwan Division would lie be jileased to let us 
know what sidienn^s relating to that Division canu' to his knowledge and 
rite that tliese are the schemes ot his division? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Itoy, it is the privilege of the members to ask 
(pie^lions tor information. But it is not the function of the Opjiosition or 
any nn'inlxu* of the House to (‘ross-exaniine a Minister — that is not the 
object of })utting' qiiestioim, Askiny for information is the only object 
underlying (he vdioh' system. It. is not the jiractice to cross-examim^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: J am not cross-examining the Minister, but I am. 
putting (jiie.stion to elicit information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sure it is th(‘ duty of the Minister to give yoti 
information. J5u1 no (jut'stion should be put in a sjiirit of cross-examinatioix. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, Sir, there are 

liiinduMU of sclieiiK's. such as, iirigalion sclieimu road d(‘V(do])men 1 sidieme 
ami siudi otlu'r sidienies. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Aiising (Hit of answer (r), namely, 

' nimnbm's of the la‘gislature art‘ also being cousiiltml in tlu‘ districts under 
tfi(' oi'ganisation now being set up”, is tln'K* an\ instruction from tin* 
(iovm-nment that in all cas(‘s members of the Legislatuii* of a jiai'ticular 
hx'ality should b(^ consul tml? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: M< nil.ers are ( on- 
^lilted ■whenever oi'casion demands. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Jn vie w ( i the 

laet that ex])t*its are high hoise power men a\ ho art' to bi' eiintrolled, is it 
not desiijible that matters Nhouhl not lie ltd ( tmtirtdx in tlu' hands ot the 
o\]mm1s hut should he (*\anmied hv a (’ommitttM‘ or the administrative 
di-j*.iit ment liom their jioint ot view? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The (kihin t Deve- 
lopment Committee ahvays consider tht‘se things. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is then no 

likelihood ot some til these im]iortant stdimncs htdng left in tlu' ])igeon holt*s 
ot the Scertdariat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will th(‘ Ilon’hle Ministt ‘1 ht' jilcased 
to consider the desirability of instrinding the dislriet authorities to consult 

imuiihers ot the J^egislature in tlieir i (‘Sjxu livt* di.stiicts wdtli rt'gard to 
the schemes in their districts? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; They will be 
informed about this. 
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63. Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR; (a) Will the Hon'ble Miuilster in 
ciiarge of tli(^ Department of Commerce, Labon and Tncliistries be pleased to 
stale what steps llie Oovernment propose to take to bnii^^ about a settlement 
of the (lis])ute between the workers and the management of the Calcutta 
Ti’amways (V)., Ltd., at an early date? 

(/>) Will the Ilon’ble Minister make a statement explaining fully the 
present position of the strike in (iuestion ? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) The dis- 
pute has been referred for adjudication and continuance of the 
strike is now illegal. Government do not pro])ose to oi)en any nego- 
tiations with the workers for redress of tludr demaiuU until the strike is 
called off and they resume w’ork. Meanwhile action is being taken under 
the law against those who are responsible for continuing the strike. 

(h) I have alrcuidy made a statement on the Tiamwa>’ (‘injiloyees’ strike 
in the Ass(*mt)ly on ISth hVbiaiary, 1947, co])y of which is placed on the 
Tabhu I liav(‘ nothing to add to it. 

Stdfcincnf referred to In repli/ to question l\o. do. 

Statement made jjv the Hon’rle Mii. Siiamsi])J)JN Ahmed, Minister in 
CJIAROE OE CoMMFJK^E, li^nOTR AND INDUSTRIES DEinRTMENT, GoVERNMEN'J 
(►E DeNGAL, in THE LEGISLATIVE AvSSEMLIA' ON THE 18tH EeRRUAR^, 19d7. 

Sir, 

I beg- leave to make a statement on the Tramways strike whi(di still con- 
tinues. The other day there was a motion for a<ljournment of the ILurse to 
discuss th(^ matter, but permission was nd'uscd. GoAernnnuit are aware of 
the serious inconvenience which is being caused b\ the continuance of the 
strike, and Mould like to be given an o])portunity to stat(‘ all relevant 
facts in the hope that their action has the full apju'oval fd‘ tlu*' TTouse. 

Rt'lations betMTHui the Tramway Company and theii' ('mployee^, as repre- 
sented hy the Calcutta Tramway Workers’ Union, Ivdw for some time now 
b('(*n far from harmonious. In 1944 the Union gave notice of a strike wLicli 
was averted on reference of the matters in disputt‘ to adjudication. In 
1940 the Uiiion ])iit forward a list of as many as 49 demands which had 
again to he reftured to adjudication. This tinu^ the Union have ])ut forward 
7 demands including a demand for increment of basic wages and revision of 
pcales and grades foi- all categories of staff and a demand f(U' 2 months’ pay 
to b(‘ given imnu*diat(dy to i‘V(‘ry member of the staff as bonus. The Union 
ga\(‘ notice on the 7th January that unless these demands were conceded 
by the morning of the 21st January, the workers wmuld resort to a comjdete 
strike and would continue the same until the demands w-ere fulfilled. 

On receipt of the strike notice the Labour Commissioner endeavoured 
to settle the matters in dispute by conciliation. He failed. Having regard 
to the importance of the Tramways as a transport service for the Calcutta 
area, he jiroposed reference of the dispute for adjudication. When the 
Workers’ Union served a notice to resort to a strike I was in Delhi. On 
my r(*turn T was told that efforts had been made for conciliation without 
any fruitful result. In spite of the adjudication order 1 called the representa- 
tives of labour to a conference and asked them to come to a settlement and 
acce]>t adjudication orders ])assed by Government. However in s]>ite of 
iny appeal to them they did not accept my advice. I asked them to see 
me again, ^feaiiwhile I .sent for the Acting Agent of the Tramway Com- 
pany, Mr. Cross. The Acting Agent saw me. I told him the whole ’situa- 
tion and asked him as to whether he could do something in respect of bonus 
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aiul increase in ba.sic wages before tlie Adjudicator bears both sides and gives 
decision. lie pleaded for time to communicate to the Directors at Home. 
The day following when the worKei\s saw me again at my I’esideiice, I 
pleaded with them to grant time and postiame the .strike it at all to a later 
date. The workers’ representatives refused to grant any (ini(‘. This ('on- 
fereuco took place one or two daj^s before ‘21st when the actual strike was 
resorted to. I told the workers’ representatives the ]’>osition oi (lovern- 
nieiit in matter of disi)ute between the emph»y(‘r and the employta'. The 
fine course left open is a settlement by (‘onciliation failing that (io\eni- 
ment could order adjudication. 1 told them if the Tramway workons went 
on strike even after the adjudit*ation order the strike would be illegal and 
in that case (lovcu'nmeiit would he fonaal to take action and that ^^ollld 
not be fair either to tliem or (tov(‘niment . They did not listen to my 
advic'e aud resorted to an illegal striki' a(‘('ordiug to tin' notice' on the 21.-^t 
•lanua ry. 

(Government made an onh'i* on tlo' 14th damiary a]i])ointing Mr. (rii])ta, 
,1 nipinher of the Indian ('ivil Serviee and an otlicei’ of judicial ('\p(‘ricnce 
with pie\ious knowledge' ol adjudication work, to ailjndicate in the dispute. 

( ()pic> (vt the order weie duly .se'ut to the (’omjiany as we'll as to the' Worker^’ 
riiC'n. ( ro\ e'rnim'iit issue'd a l*re*ss Note' on the same' da\ late iii the' 
jlU'inooii aiinoum iiig tor public infoimatiou that the' Tramways dispute' li.ul 
re'ierie'd to adjudication and that it was an olfeue'e' [(»i‘ worki'is to n'liiaiu 
oil strike' and for leade'i's wlio ai’e not woike'is to instigate its cont iiuiane ('. 

Notwithstanding this, the' strike' e omnie'm ed on the' 21st (hi the' 24tli 
iloirble the' Cliit'i Miuistei issued a state'iiu'iit dejae'e all ng continuance* of 
the* strike*, and while* he nlte'ia'd a warning against the* e ouse'eiue'uces ol e on- 
tiiiuaiice' ot the* sliikt* he* made* a ie'iwciit ap|)eal to woike'i's to le'siimc work 
ami wait the' Adjudie ateir’ s de'cision. The'ie was no ii'sjMUjse' trom the* 
woikci's. A lew ela\s atte'r the continuance* oi the* strike* some- Muslim 
woike'i's saw me at m\ residtuie-e. I tolel tlu'iu the same', tlmig that the'v had 
eloiie* an illegal ae t ami aeUise'el the'in lee call oil the* stiike* anel re'suinc tlu'ir 
(liiiie's and if they wanted my ]»e'rsonal intervention 1 would be* pre'paicd to 
in tt'i \ e'lie jM'ovided the'y called off the si Tike*. A tew days late'i tin* worke'is 
saw Air. Abul Ilashim, the* Se'crelary ot the Jh'Ugal l’ro\incial Muslim Le'ague* 
Mr Itashiin had con ve'i sat ion witli me' o\e*r the pheuie'. 1 told him the sanies 
tiling that “you will |>]ease' ask those men to call off the' strike* and 1 will 
tMiisonallv intciwe'iie in the* matte'r in sj)ite' ot the ael juelie'ation oreler but unh'ss 
tlie'N call off the* strike 1 am sorry I caiiiiot take* any action”. ’Fhe I're'side'nl 
ol the' Union, Air. Ismail, wrote to me a letter on -Ktth Januar\, “Sir, Our 
Tf'jii'f'sentatives had ]>een ]>i('se‘nt w In'ii Air. Alud Tlasliiin, Secretarx^ oi tlie 
Ih'iigal Rrovinedal Mn*-liiu League', talke*d to you ove'i the* ])]i()m* vcsIt'Tebiy 
oil the* fjuestion of settling the Tramway’s strike*. ’I’he'y w'e're* giveu tee undci'- 
stand bv Air. Hashiui that you would be willing to discuss with us liow the 
eiiK'stion of bonus and increa.se* in the liasic wage could be setth'fl straig'htaway 
even without referring to adjudication. 

If that he so, will you kindly l(*t us know when it will he convenient for 
ye^u to discuss svith our reiiresentatives the alH)ve* eiuestion.” S<]. At. Ismail, 

I replie'd hut no resjionse came from the* w'oikers. The re'jily that I gave 
them was that as the strike liad })i‘e*n illegally launched J could not discuss 
^'ith tliem the> terms of the' demands unle'ss it was calle*d off. 'J’he ver\ same 
thing I told Air. Ilashim “liOt the Trannvay workers call off the* sfrike 
=‘tid then I would he prejiared to personally intervene in the matter l>ef()re it 
mx's to the* Adjudicator ". Even now mv offer stands. AVhat I told 
Mr Ilashim was that “if the strike is callcil off J am pre'pared to meet their 
re*prose'ntatives and discuss with tliera the (juostion of Ixmiis and increase in 
hiisic wage.” AA>11, my doors are always open. I have tried to alh'viate* the 
fondition of lalxeurers after my assumjition of office as Minister in charge' of 
^abour. The rejiresentatives of labour can .see me at any time and tell me 
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tlieir grievances. But in this conneeticn 1 must tell you that in sjKite of my 
rejK'ated Avarnings the Tramway Workers’ Fnion launched on an illegal 
strike. 

Then the workers a])j)roaehed llie Mayor of raleutta, Mr, Osman. He 
had talks with me and In* told me that the workers wanted to see me and T 
told him that the* workers were always welconu* to see me in spite of the 
adjudication order. 

Four or five days hack some of the workers saw me and they pressed me 
to get their demands aeeed(‘d to hy the Tramway C'onipany. I gave the same 
rejdy. In this connection 1 might mention that on these three occasions every 
time new hatidi of workers (“ame and saw me. Tin- first hat(di of workers 
ineduding the Se(;r(‘tary and Achariya came and saw me. The second time 
V, hen tin Musliin workers saw me there was only one man of the first hatch 
and on Ihe third occasion when they saw me in my ofiice they were ahsolui^dy 
a new group, f told them that “that is not the way in whi(di you should 
behave. Youi- l^resident who wrote to me and your Secretary and Achariva 
who saw ni(‘ on the first oc'casion should have come. Is this the way in whicli 
the Tramway Workeis’ Thn’on should behave* 

The continuance of the strike raises certain vei \ ini])ortant issues. One 
is that a party in dispute asks to be the judge ed' it*- own demands and to be 
allowed to by-jiass the machinery provided by law lor se'tt lenient of trade 
disputes, if the Tramwa.\ Workers’ Fnion will not lake* ])art in tin* adjudi- 
cation jiroceedings and must continue the strike, tlieie is r(*ason to aiijuehend 
that oth(‘r workers’ unions (‘qually well organised might be tempti'd }(> follow 
th(‘ir (‘xample. The other is whetln'r (iovei nnieii t aie (*\p('cted to continin* 
to condone the commission of an ilh*gal a(*t. .Not onl\ workers are refusing 
to resume w’ork, but many other.s wdio an* not woiket*- are instigatin'’* the 
worlu'rs to continue to be on strike. 

(iov(*inment hav(* noticed a statement made b\ tin* Fnion in tlu* Tress 
that if their demand lor minimum wage.s was acc(*pt(‘d, tht*y might call off 
tin* strike. The Tiamway Fonijiany sanctiom’d a certain increase in basic 
pay from 1st danuar\. Tin* Fnion was not salisli(‘d. Now tin* jioint that 
1 w’ant to emphasise is that there is no legislation which lays down what 
should be tin* basic wages in C(‘rtain und(*rtaking or in cei'tain industry. All 
that b'gislalion can juovide is the ])iocedui’e to be fol1ow*(‘d in dc’termining a 
basil'’ wage. The issm* regarding basic wages has bi*en includ(*d in the 
i*t‘t('r('nc(‘ foi* adjudication and Uovernment haw given an assuranci* that 
they will juiblish tin* entire t(‘xt ol the Adjudicator's decision and take stcjis 
to im])lement it. Tin* Fomjiany, I ma\ add, have voluntarily agrt*ed to 
abide* by tlu* Adjudicator’s (h'cision. 

In the circumstanc(*s what, I ask, is the justification for continuance of 
the strike. This is no case in which a charge cun lx* made of (jovernment. 
standing on its piestige. (lovernment have tried conciliation and offered 
adjudication. Government have made rejicated appeals to the workers to 
call off the strike. Government have given an assurance that they Avould 
fully implement the Adjudicatoi’s decision. 

Government must continue to explore every means of bringing the slrikc 
to an (*nd. If wankers continue to defy the adjudication machinery, Tram- 
way Company will be compelled, as the workers are continuing their offence, 
to terminate their services and employ new* hands. 

I might mention that in this country in its jnesi'iit stage of industrial 
development uncertainty of jiosition regarding labour and the constant 
threat of strikes which si’cms to be a jiart of tlu* programme of work of a 
particular section of labour representat ivos is hardly conducive to the 
develojiment of industry. It is impossible to make any headwuiy in this 
country when everything is in a nascent state of existence. I fully realise 
that labour must have a living wuige but the Government of the day is not 
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unaware of it. A popular Goveruiuent is fully alive to its responsibilities 
but at the same time it cannot forj^et its duties to the people so far as the 
governance of the country in a peaceful manner is concerned. I can assure 
the House that this Government after its assumption of office has dealt with 
labour in a fair and scpiare manner and it proposes to pursue the same policy. 

I do not like to end on a note of threat. My sympathy with labour is 
wellknown. I need not cite instances, but even during' my short term of 
otfice I can claim in quite a g'ood number of cases I ])ersomilly intervimed and 
broug-ht about satisfactory conclusion of labour strike. I can mention some 
ot these: The Dliakeswari Mill labour strike, The Data, Ibniria lute Mills 
1 ( 11(1 a few others. 

[ have always tried not only to sympathise with the woi'kers but 
to help them and in many cases [ hav(‘ told the employers that time has 
come that employers should change their angle of vision and look at tin' 
demands of labourers with toleration and sympathy. I am sorry to say that 
in this particular case 1 have not been able to meet with any amount of 
.success. I have already told the workers that this is a case in which the 
jiiiblic utility concern and the worki'is should realise the inconvu'nience that 
they are putting the ])ublic in this matter. Even today my offer stands. Let 
the \\ork('rs call off the strik(‘ and lesume work and 1 would pcusonally 
inteFV(‘ne in sjiite of the adjudication order. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister ]d(‘ase state 
what ste])s the (toveiimu'iit have taken to ](ersua(h‘ tin* Tramwax Company 
to aec(']d the terms of the (‘mi)loyees? 

The Hon*ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Tin whole (piestion has 
been ](>terred to the adjudication — both the employer’s points of view as also 
tin* emi)l()yees’ ])oints of view\ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Is it a fact that Mr. Somnalh bahiri 
with Mr. Osman, the Mayor of Calcutta, a])proaeh(‘d the Hon'hle Minister 
to negotiate in this matter*:^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, they came to me. J 
liavo always told every])ody whoever (‘amt* to see me in this connection to 
.id{ the employees to join, because it was an illegal strike, for it has already 
b('en referred to adjudication. But they do not listmi to nn*. 1 do not 
know who guides them. Possibly the ('oimnunist Ihnty guide tliem. dlie 
stiike has already been declared illegal. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister inform the 
the House the principle that is followed in regard to these strik(! dis])utes in 
( aleutta and in the suburbs? Have all these been referred to adjudication ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Mazumdar, that is a general (juestion. J do 
liot think that that question arises out of this. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, you will see the lelevaney afi(*i- 
Wards when I put another question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the j)resent one does not arise, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Do the (jovernirn'iii consider that their 
duty ends as soon as they refer the matter to adjudication? Why do they 

open negotiation with the representatives of the wmikeis hut only take 
‘Action against those who are responsible for continuing Ibis strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Government asks fhe 
I’jirtics to come to terms hut when tliat fails the Government has no other 

ernative left but to refer the matter to adjudication. 

Wr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does the Government r(*a]ise the great 
e 1C inconvenience owing to the stoppage of tramways? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUOOIN AHMED: Government know that li 
is a jwhlic utiJity coueeru and that is why this matter has been referred to 
the adjudication. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR:^ Will the Hoidhle Minister please inforiu 
the House wliether the adjudication award is binding’ on Government? 

The Han’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Adjudication is alwa\ 
binding on Government but when tliere is difficully about the terms it v 
tor the, ( lovei'iinnoil to decide what, paiticular item ot the award would l)c 
favourable to both the j)artios. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I take it that the 
Ilon’bh* Miiiist(*i wiien he sa\s “Aw’ard*’ means decision of the adjudication h 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have Goveinmeiit put any pressure' 
u])on th(‘ com]>any to see to it that the Tramway Conijiany ini])orted worker^ 
from outside and ran the service. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; In view of tin; re])ly given b\ tin? Hon’ble IMinistei 
1 do lud thirds your (|ueslion is reh‘vunt. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: W ill tlu Hon bit 

Mini>lei bt' ])leas(‘d to state wind Inn- it is a tael lhai in the past in ever_\ 
such case' adjudication had been accei)ted 1)\ (iovernmeiit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, 1 may also tell m> 
friend that so long as we have been in otlice all tin* c;»ses that have biam 
rt'fcrrc'd to adjudication liave proved very fruitful Only rt‘ceutly the 
Hui'ni)ur case was put before the Adjudicator and both snh's cam(‘ to .i 
setthnnent sjx’cdily b(‘fore the Adjudicator gave Ihc award and all othei 
easels Jhat came before the adjudicator have fuoved very fruitlul and alway-' 
both the sides have been ])leased wnth tlie result. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: W ill the Hon bl 

Ministm be phaised to state wludbei adjudication is the only alternative 
left ojani to (iovannment in such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; As a (juestion of principle is invoked may 1 request 
the Hoii'ble Minister in (diarge of Labour to let us know- whether in all 
cases ot stiikes, in which he thinks on the best autfioiity unreasonable 
demands had been made, adjudication is ordered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Adjudication is ordered 
when the Government finds that both the querrelling parties could not conn 
to a settlement themselves. Otherwise why should Government ordei 
adjudication? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: My question has not beim projierly understood. I 
did not ask whether if one partv to the strike is unreasonable in their 
demand adjudication is ordered, fiecause if both the parties are fighting one 
party must be unreasonable and 1 w*ant to know whether the adjudication 
is ordered in such cases of strike only. Supjiosing the methars — they arc 
essential for maintaining the Inuilth of the jx'ople of tlie place by keeping 
the place neat and clean — of the (hilcutta Gorjioration or any other place 
strike, is adjudication ordered just as is done in the case of the Tramways? 

Tho Hon’bid Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I could not quite follow 
you. You say both jiarties may be unreasonable or one party may be 
unreasonable in making or meeting the demands. For examjile c’ertain 
demands are made by the employees. Certain demands are met and certain 
are not. Fven then the (juestioii of dispute remains. W^hat is lefi 
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io tlio Government then? (jovernmeut eannot tie them to”*ether and force 
them to come to terms except hy an order of adjudication. They have no 
other course. 

Mff BIREN ROY: That is exactly what I was asking ((n- and I now 
have the answer from the Minister that adjudication is '>rd(‘red in ever> sucli 
I'ase. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: ( eitainl> 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will Governmtmt take up th(‘ Tram- 
ways and run it themselves? Will the Government consider tlie desirahility 
of taking over the tramways and running it tor t!n‘ heiudit oi tin* ju'ojde in 
view of the indescrihahle transport ditliiailties tliey have heen ])ut toi" 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSHUDDIN AHMED: \ on mean natioiiahs.i- 
tion of Tramways, and other transport services. That will he ('on^idered 
lt\ (jovernmeiit. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will (lovernnnmt ])li‘as(‘ siaie if in the 
li'amce grantiai to the tramway (‘ompain then' is any such ('ondilion llial 
if the trac-k i^ hdt ojien and it tin' seivice i.'. suspended foi an iiideiinilr 
peiiod of time tin'll tln'ir liei'iict* will lie canct'lh'd? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 could not till >011 that 
fdlhatnl. I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will Government considei tin' desir- 
ahihty of takin5.> it up and running it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: You mean traiispoit (om- 
panies ( ioveinnient will consider that and At'iw soon Go\ I'l'ii iiient will h'l 
\ou know what they are going- to do. 


The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

fA.v l^issc/I h// lJu' Assciuhljf. ) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 was on my legs last time. As I was explaining 
\esterday, this House will he working comph'tely against the orinmples of 
a K'solulion which we passed last ;st‘ar wlieii we wen* diseussing a m n- 
ofiieial resolution on the indigenous Drug Jiidnstry moved h\ Mi. .Nur 
Alinied but J must exjiluiii and clear up my personal jiositioii in tliis lespcot. 
During the debate wliieh fidlovved, the lati* Khan llahadiir Moinin vanli'd 
to state in Uk* Douse that aetually the resolution niidei- disrus-mn w.is the 
ilevelopmeiit of indigenous drugs in India when'us the residution lan as the 
Development of Imligeiious Drugs industry which Tncan; aitually the 
manufacture oi drugs in this country hy indigenous tirnis ami that was the 
accepted view' of the lionourahle Minister in charge oi Imlusliy, wlio is not 
111 the present Cabinet. So, in view of tin* fact that we jiassed such a resolu- 
tion ht*re, w'e want tliat drugs should not h(* controlled and that drugs of 
all kinds in sjiite of the fact that they wen* being coiitrolh'il lor the ] ui])Obe 
of the war effort should he allowed to he maiiulactured hy Indian indus- 
trialists. If you discus.^ actually wliat led to this drug control ('nh'r >ou 
will find that the Indian Drugs Act cann* into ojierution in D)41), hut within 
three years, before the Act could he givi'ii ntfeet to, the Drug Control Order 
hy the Central Government (‘aim* into being and Indian industrialists waie 
iitimensely haiidicajiiied in the manufacture ot drugs heeaiisi* ot indiscri- 
minate id(*as of control, irregular ideas, I should say, which involved the 
i^cliedules of this control order. Now, in scdiedule lu). Part 2, we find that 
fertain essential drugs, as for example, pitiiitrin, aspirin and so on, wliieh 
''ere manufactured in England or in foreign countries were kept at sucii 
^ low' level of price that in Part I they were in direi't contradiction to tlio 
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same kind of tliiiiRs wliieh will Le produced by indigenous drug industry 
in this country, altlioutli those peoide who actually drew' up these control 
oiders knew veiy well that in another seeiic)!! in part 111 of schedule A that 
regulated the prices of the essential fine (diemieals and other stub's which 
w^ere not available or juoduced in India and which would only be made 
available to them either hy means of i)ermi1s or priietically by forcing them 
on to the black market for that is the only sphere where this agency of 
control w'ould driven ihem, otherwise it would not be possible that something 
that was available in the black market could not flow into the real market. 
They procured it at a ])rice much liigher than tii(‘ conirolled price and 
drugs jiroduced from such chemicals have to be sold by them under the 
Drug Conti’f)] Order at a price cheaper than what it would have been the 
])rice from tor(‘ign sources w’ho (‘xported them from tlie (uimitries where 
those essential things were manufactured. Now, Sir, tliese were the irre- 
gularities and things whi(“h we ])oint(‘d out at tin' tinu', but the Jlonble 
(diief Minister who is now^ at the helm of alfair.s mirsi be always willing to 
help th(' jieojile of the province and as lie put it himselt ht' was glad that it 
was In' who jiut forth his best efforts to try to do away with the Mustard 
Oil (kintrol Order by representation to the C't'ntral (loYerimn'iit and has now 
made it ])Ossihle to How into this jirovince, Avhy should he not then take up 
this important ((uestion of the manufactun' of drugs and their equitable 
distribution in the country, but instead, has not, it seems, gone into the 
thing at all. 'riicrefore he wants this most essenti;il thing to remain under 
contred and in a sweeping waiy get the wlnde Bill heaid in one day. Lnfoi- 
tunati'ly we an* dubbed as obstructionists and we have continned the discus- 
sion for thri'e days. We would have ('o-op(‘rated with his efforts if he had just 
givi'ii us an assuiance that if w'e sat round tin' tabh' and discussed the matter 
amongst ourselvt's oik' day and ex])lained that all these things were 
absolutelv and leally iK'ci'ssary thi'ii tin* ( )])])()sition would jiave co-ojieratt'd . 
If he sincerc'ly Acants our co-oj)eration then \\v will give it and we AA’ould 
have AVithdraw'ii our “t,a(*tics" and allowi'd him to creali' a good Avilt so tliat 
those things which vitally conct*rn not only the Hindus but also the Muslims 
ami sjiecially tliosc in the inti'rior ]>aris of the counti\. in rural areas 
should he made available much more' eheajily and fiei'ly than it is possible 
through this eontr(d nu'asure. When 1 say this. 1 think, 1 voice the opinion 
of the majority of my Muslim friends on tlu' other side who also Avant that 
this (‘(-iitrol order should b(* wuthdruAvn. Not only that, 1 know that there 
is a feeling amongst tliem that tliere should not he aii> control but that 
they are goaded to agree to the (Tovernment measures just as my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed liad to AvithdraAV all his auii'iidments the othei- day Avhich 
should liave been moved for the lu'iiefit of tlie jieople. I think he should 
ht* the first person to eouu' forAvard and state on h(*half of the (xoA^ernment 
meinluu-s that this Bill, at least the Drug ('ontiid Order, should 
he AvithdraAvn from the schedule of Ordinances. In explaining my posi- 
tion about this case 1 would only place one important fac't. The fact is 
that tlu're is a surplus of many essential drugs Avhieh have accumulated 
after the Avar not only from the military depots and other stockists w'ho 
brought these hut there is also a very large stock with the profiteers Avhich 
thcA want to disgorge. Buf il nou eoiitinue this control order these stocks 
Avill go underground and jirofiteering will go on with double vigour. If this 
eoiifrol order is not modified what will happen is that during these days 
Avhen things should move freely and should be manufaetured easily these 
drugs Avould he scarce and those persons Avho Avill have permit or license w’oiild 
he selling the drugs at a auu\v high cost when cheaper stuff could he made 
availahh' 1)\ imjutitation from abroaef. I AA’ill cite one case. Sir. Before the 
Avar Australia used to import not only drugs manufact uie<l in India but 
the\ list'd to iiuporl a lot of other essential things, >uch as. plants and raAV 
materials for the purpose of maniifaetiire of drugs and other things from 
India and also some eliemieals. But war changed the Avhole position and 
noAv Australia is flooding India Avith various things including drugs, as the 
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shipping position is very difficult and it is only easier for Australia 
and South Plastern countries to ship goods io India and thus we are being 
iiiade to pay heavily, as a matter of fad double the previous rate, for goods 
jiianulactured in Ihiglaiid and also from U.S.A. and oth^r ])lace,s. Ou account 
oi dollar control come through Australia, the position of Aiistialia thus has 
become doubly advantageous. 400 millions of Indians have to pay high 
price for drugs which are manufaxdured from her own plants and for which 
they have to pay twice and more prices ou account of this control system. 
Bengal, Sir, is full of various kinds of ])lant and Mr. Nur Ahmed in liis 
lesolution tried to im])ress the House of the utility of these jilants and ln‘ 
advocated that there should be laboratories for the manufacture o1 drugs 
from these ])lants, that there should be research work on the develojmient 
of drugs, but it seems that he has forgotten everything now. 

Tlum 8ir, why is this control? AVhy do you not Indp indigemons drugs 
01 indigenous drug industries? Th(‘y should be* allowed to de\elo|) in this 
country when I think you should have the‘ni inclueled in the l'ost-N\ar 
lie-con.struction Sedienu's wliicli have beem .see ably e'xjdaine'd in a vague 
way by the* TTeui'ble ilr. Tarak Nath Mukhe'rjea today. It ne get 
the* ine'dicines it can go a long nay in clie*cking the ])e'st ile'iice* and Aarious 
dis('as<‘s now ])re‘A’aihng in our country. \\'h\ leave* <*\ crytliing in thj^* hands 
o| the* Birlas and others Avho have* aln'ady made* >o much mone>y during the 
A\ar thiough the* me*dium e»l the contred busine-ss. 9'h<‘y are* lu’inging in 
nn'dicines Inun Luro]te* and Austr.ilia at a ehe'ajee'r rate* and .selling tlu'in 
hcie at a higher rate. ^Ir, Suhrawardy sa^^ that he* would late'T bring in a 
Bill embodying all the*se ( trdinanee‘s. That give*s us a flight. lie* wants 

to eo-opeia1e Avilh the* (Tovernme'nt . May we ask him to la* a. little 
Bengali-minded and not Be'iigal minde'd? Have* the Ih'iigali Mu>lims pio- 
tite'd ill any A\ay by anything that has been done* b\ the* -jire'sent IMinistiy? 

1 a])p(*al to him to stand up and say “Ve's”. Be*ngal *^hould be* feu* the 
Be-ngalis — Muslims oi* Hindus. If Mr. SuhravAardy agie'e's to it AAe* shall give 
him our ('.o-eiperation and Avitli our co-operation I think Be*ng.il will not lag 
lu'hind any preiviuce* in Tuelia in res])e*e*t of progress. No, Sir, we* shall imt 
lagp behind any country iii the* Avorld. The* Bengali boys prae*t ie‘allv unpaiti- 
tioned the jiaititione'd Bengal and if nei'i's^aiv th(*\ will now parliliem li .. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! ]Mr. Bo> . 1 am airaie! you ate eligie*sMng too much 
iieun the amendments re*gar<ling tin* dele*tion of the*. Diugs ('e)ntre)l (heli- 
nance*. I hojie* you Avill ke'cp yourself on the subjee*t mattei*. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want the (Government te) take* a, way at l(*ast this 
Drug (jontrol ()rdinaiu*e. The* Chief Ministe'i- say^ we* are* iinre-asona hh* 
but le‘( liim be* not unreasonable in this matter ot (Bugs. If he* takes out 
ihcs Ordinance it Avoulel be much sim])l<*r. 1 am ap}>ealing for the last time* to 
take* out this Drug Oidinance from the* BiU. If you do that Ave* shall 
co-operate Avith you. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sn. I.e ing one of 

the arcli criminals re*s])e)nsible at one .stage lor seurie ol tlie coutiol orders and 
with a good deal ot e‘>:]u*riene(* as to tlu* Avorking oi this Drug ( ontiol Orde*r, 1 
weenld only like to speak a feAv Avords at this stage*. I do agree AA'ith him 
that the control measures are not and should imt be* a jeeiniane'nt f(*aturc 
of the* economic life* of a eonntry and every (*arnest ojejau t unity slionld be; 
toiind to deeontred all eeemmodities wliicb have bee'ii brought unde!r eemtrol. 
Ihe only epiestion is the time and the eir<*un».stanees under whi<‘h snedi 
ooiitied measures sliould be witbdraAvn. I elei not think b\ h'gislating Avitli 
0 view' to take ])owe*r from the Drug ( ontred Drele*i it neee*s>;iril v means tiiat 
< TOA-(*rnment must ne'cessarily kee]> eontTol over the drugs ove*r a long peiiod 
ot time. It is epiite jio.ssiblc that Laving got the jioAver Covernment will 
decide soon after to-day, six months after or later tliat the (Control enloreeel 
Yioiild be taken aA\ay but if this amendment is earried it means the* imme- 
diate cessation of the powder of control which the* Covernment in the existing 
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circumstanceB consider necessary. My sole question to-day is whether, 
having regard to the fact that we have been living for some time under a 
system of control, we cannot put up with it for sometime more if it is neces- 
sary. My friend is perhaps aware of the circumstances under which the Drug 
Control Order had to be promulgated. My friend is probably aware that 
•Bengal of all the Provinces in India is the one place where drugs of all 
hinds have developed. There have been a good deal of researches by 
pharmaceutical firms and chemists and factories and 1 know by personal 
experience that a good number of things on the drugs line were not avail- 
able even at fantastically high prices. I know that i)ea])le had to go to 
Delhi and Bombay to pay Rs. 400 or Rs. 500 for a lb. of quinine in order 
to keep Iheir factories going. It was under these circumstances that the 
Drug Control Order had to be promulgated. Sir, the honourable member 
knows it perfectly well if he would have gone to a shop himself during that 
period he would not get even one j)ill of (pinine for a rui)ee hut if you send 
a S(irvant he would he able to get it at the same juice because he would 
bring it from the black market. That was the (drcumstance, Sir, under 
which the Drug Control Order had to he ])romulgated. (Mr. Bieen Roy: 
Are such circunistaiu'es j)revalent now‘0 That is what I am coming to. 
The (juestion is whether we have come to such a stage in which such a 
Control is no longer necessary and my friend as an argument in favour ol 
removal of such a control has suggested that we should import a very large 
(juaiitity ot drugs trom outside. VVtdl, I am astounded at such a suggestion. 
1 know that as a matter of fact a very large number of ]u‘o])le emj)loyed in 
this country ar(‘ anxious that no drugs, at least such ol those drugs as are 
j)repared in India should be imported from abroad. (Mr. Btren Roy: 
You have misunderstood m(‘.) That is a question whi(‘h will have to b(' 
entered into on its own merits. Tin* whole jioint is wdietliei' we should go 
on imjjorting drugs from outside although we have the same drugs here 
My triend know’s that lor some time then* w’as free import of all kinds oi 
medicines from abroad. By this I do not mean to say that there should be 
no imjHuts at all. But the qu(‘stion is whether as a policy, that is wdiat 
I am saying, you can continue to im])ort things from outside; whether you 
can accept it as a j)olicy that as a matter of fact w’e will not develop this 
nnlustiy within the country and will go on im])orting from abroad. 
(Mi. Bieen Roy: No, certainly not.) I am glad that he agrees with me 
that as a ])ermanent jiolicy we should try to develoji the drugs of this country. 
My friend has again said that the {fovernmeiit should do something as 
post-w'ar recoiistruction. Well, T am not yet aw'are of any country where 
researches in medicines can be done or is done by (fovernmeiit and I think 
it hasjilways been left to certain specialists, experts, universities and 
research organisations and particularly to those chemual and jdiarmaceuti- 
cal concerns which are emjiloyed in this line. 1 certainly would agree with 
mm subject to this that (fovernment should en(*ourage it by seeing that 
those who are employed in this industry do spend a certain amount of 
money for research purposes. But the tragedy in this country is that most 
of our industries they only know how to make a profit and they wmn’t cure 
to know that research is a valuable investment for the jiurpose of the future 
development of this country. I only join with him on this ground and ask 
tile tfovernment whether the time has come when taking away this jiower 
of coiifrol would be conducive to the best interests of the country and if so 
to withdraw the Control. If not— because there is a good deal of difference 
of opinion in the matter of continuing or discontinuing this control — this 
Control Order should be continued and the present Bill is merely to retain 
the power oi (lovernment til the necessity for such jiower disappears. 

Mfi BIREN ROY S Sir, may I have only two minutes bv way of 
personal explanation? 


Mr, PRESIDENTS You need not give any jiersonal explanation now. 
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Mr. B1REN ROY; I would like to do so because iny speech has been 
Biisunder^tood by members on the other side. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: AVhat do ydi mean? Your 
speech is on record, and no personal explanation is necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is youj; personal explanation about? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I wanted to say that it is not 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, what you wanted to say and did not say — 
etc., etc., does not concern the House; the House is only conc(‘riied with 
what you actually said. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What I said, Sir, has been misunderstood. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to make another speech. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Sir, I want only two minutes 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The House has properly 
understood you and you need not 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you, Sir, kindly allow me to give 
iiiv views? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You please take your seat * it is for the 
(’hair to say what he likes in the matter. 

Mr. President, Sir, I rise to sujiport the amendment moved by my 
Iriend Mr. Nahar that the Drug Control Order be discontinued. Now, Sir, 
it would appear that it is after all a continuance of the Drug Control Order, 
1945, first promulgated by the Government of India. As Sir Azizul Uaque 
has pointed out tlie whole question is whether conditions now exist which 
would justify the Government continuing the ('ontrol Order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Has, just one thing. If you eannol finish this 
Bill today by 4-15 p.m., I am afraid you will have to sit longer hours. 
You will kindly remember this point and adjust your speech aeeordiugly. 
I'here is no option; we have got to meet again. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Because I am told that the Ordinances wdil expire 
on a certain date and after the Bill goes through this House a Mi'ssage will 
have to ibe sent to the other House and the Bill will then have to be taken 
to New Delhi for the assent of the Governor-General. 


Mr. BE JOY SINGH NAHAR: Are we responsible for this, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not a question of anybody being resj)onsible. Y"ou 
ean debate on this matter if you like but the Opposition and the Govern- 
ment must co-operate on this particular issue. You can defeat any section 
in the Bill or even throw’ out the entire Bill, hut that is a diflerent 
question. You must, however, sit longer hours and try to finish the Bill 
today. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Cannot we then exjiress our views? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are not being deprived of any oj)portunity or 

the right to discuss the Bill. But I am only reminding you that if you 
yaniiot finish it within a particular hour, you will have to sit again today 
to dispose of this business. That’s all. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: If it cornea to that, then we will have 
to do so. But, Sir, all I say is this, that if these liateful Ordinances go, 
then" we shall not be in the least sorry. Anyway, if it is to be finished 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the House that will have to decide whether 
these Bill should be passed or rejected, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At the same lime, you will please see that 
as many as ten Ordinances have lieei^ put in a single Bill. We have now 
come to the foiirlh Ordinance and still six Ordinances remain, so that it 
may not be possible for us to finish the Bill today by 4-15 i).m. I want to 
speak on the Ordinances becausi* though the (Tovernment may be of the 
view that they are urgent, we hold that they are absolutely unnecessar 5 ^ 
It is necessary therefore that we should record our views with regard to the 
six others and tor that it may not be possible to finish discussion by 
4-15 ii.ra. to-day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy: It is quite (dear that it is 
absolutely the irrclevancies and banalities of the Opposition merely for the 
purpose of dragging the jiroceedings on, that is causing this delay 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Suhrawardy, I think it is the duty and the 
privilege of the Opposition to oppose, provided that it is done constitu- 
tionally. So I must give them suhicient opportunity to discuss the Bill, 
but I must remind the honourable members that it is for the House to dispose 
of this business within a certain time in view^ of the great urgency of the 
matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 would like to add with respect to this 
that I do not think that Government has assiginnl any good reason why 
the Drug Control Order should continue. It wais pjomulgated by the Govern- 
ment of India in 1945 and now it is being enforced with certain modifica- 
tion in Bengal. As Mr. Azizul Haque stated and as slated by Mr. Bireii 
Itoy in Bengal there arc many medical research organisations which are 
really making drugs and this control order is not only on imported drug's 
but also with legard to those drugs which are being manufactured here 
and which are bottled up and do not come before the public for ])ublic use 
in the way that public may be benefited. Here, Sir, 1 should like to give 
certain instance's. People of Bengal are suffering from various ailments 
and the poverty stricken ])eople of Bengal have been very adversely affected 
by this control order on drugs. They can with dihiculty meet the expenses 
of an ordinary medicine previous to tlie war w'orth 8 to 10 annas prescribed 
by tlie doctor, but wdiich now”^ is worth Bs. 5 or Its. G. It is now impossible 
for poor men to go to the apotliecary and get the medicine. Is it 
possible for an ordinary man to purchase a medicine at that price? That 
is the condition in which the public has been jilaced because of the control 
order. Not that the drugs are not liere, the drugs are there, but on account 
order tlu'y have gone underground and are not available to 
tlie ordinary man. Take for instanee, Angiers Emulsion. This medicine 
3S in almost all the chemist shops and if an officer of the Civil Supply 
Department makes a genuine attempt to find this medicine in the shop he 
will he able to do so. But the position is that wdien he goes to the chemist 
shoj) lie IS shown a few bottles but as soon as the ]niblic go there to get 
tiu' iiK'i heme they disajipear to ho sold in hlack-markel and is available to 
those afford lo pay 8 or 4 times its ordinary price. Same is the 

case ot ninkemis and Tick’s Vapours, Eorlicks aud other medicines. These 
medicines eaimot he had at their normal or control ]irice. But in the black- 
market they are available. These are the medicines wJiich we very badlv 
require but we eaimot get them in spite of their presence. What is then the 
necessity of retaining tliese Ordinances and control order to put a restriction 
on the supply of these medicines. The Hon’ble Home Minister has not 
given any answer to that. As stated by Mr. Azizul Haque, there was a 
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lime wbeu there was necessity for enforcing? the control order. Quinine 
was not available at all in the province during the war and if quinine 
could not be had poor people would siiifer, therefore it was necessary to 
impose control. But now the war is over and all these medicines could he 
imported freely. War is over in 1945 why then is it' ium essary to continue 
this control oVder with the effect that poor people ol the province are 
suffering? Tso reason has been gi^en justifying the continuance of this 
control in the year 1947. With these words 1 support, the amendment of 
Mr. J^ahar. 

The Hon’fole Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 propose to reply to 
this amendment and 1 hope this will be tlie last motion to whiidi I shall 
reply. 

J am surprised that responsible honourable member should indulge in 
speaking most arrant and continuing to speak the most arrant irrelevancies 
on the tioor of this House for at least minutes without conveying the 
slightest sense. I wonder if the honourable members opj) 08 ite will accept 
the dictum of the Government of India. Sir, it is the Oovernment of India 
that wanted us to pass a Bill in this House to empower this (lovernment 
to continue j)rovisions of this Drug Control Ordinance. So, in order to 
take necessary power into our own hands, we have included in a Bill all 
thesi* Ordinances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following Ibe deleted, namely: — 

“1946 IV... The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Oidinance, 1946”. 

The motion was put and a Division challenged. 

(When the Division Bell was ringing.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I suggest that when 
the members voting for the amendment are so small in iiumher the voting 
might be taken by show of hands? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may assure you that it may take more time than 
going to the 1 lobbies. 

Division was taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 10. 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 


Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. BIswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 


NOES— 30. 


Mr. Abdulla-aPMahtnud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed 
Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. j. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 

The Ayes being 10 and TIoes 30 the 


Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latiff 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 

amendment was lost. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I to move that, in tlie 
chednle of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

’"1946 V... The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946.’’ 

Now, Sir, in all fairness I should say tJiat tht‘ Oovernment should take 
lis out of the Schedule of this Bill on two giounds. The first ground is 
lat a Bill namely the Calcutta Rent Bill is still under discussion in this 
[ouse and so the inclusion of this Ordinance in this Temiiorary Enactment 
ill in the Scheduled is illegal and the second ground is the ground of 
iirness to this House. First of all I desire to draw your attention to 
ection 7d of the Government of India Act sii})-section (/). It runs as 
dlows : “Subject to the sfjeeial ju-ovisions of this part of this Act with 
aspect to financial bills, a bill may originate in eitlier Chamber of a 
legislature of a province which has a Jjegislativi* Council.” 

Now, Sir, the law does not say that a Bill may originate in both the 
harnhers of the liCgislature of the province at the same time. The word- 
ig is — a Bill may originate in eitluT Chamber of the Province which has 
IjCgislative Council. So far as that Bill is concerned, I mean, the 
alcutta Rent Ordinance Bill, it originated in this House and was referred 
) a select committee. We are in seizin of tlu' Bill. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, that question was discussed yesterday 
ad 1 do not think you should repeat it to-day. That very point was raised 
) far as I remember by you and I replied to tliat by jiointing out that 
overnmeut would very likely as the Chief Minister assured the House, 
lace a clause in the llill in the otlier jilace (hdeting this Ordinance after 
le (alcutta Rent Bill went through both the Hou.ses. So I do not think 
[)U need repeat that now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All this 1 raised, it is true but 1 did 

> in course of a ])oiut of order. But in discussing this (Ordinance I am 

Iso ])ointing out my view of the matter that it is illegal. All that 1 say 
1 that thi‘ llill having originated in this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT : T am afraid I do not see your ])oint. Because you 
.ive moved amendments, you have accejited the ])rinciple that the Bill 
before the House and the House has a right to move amendments and 
epress its opinion, I do not think you can raise it as a question as to 
hether it is competent to this House to discuss or considei- this Bill in 
iew of the fact that the other Bill is pending. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With due res})ect to the (.'hair, what I 
'.sire to say is that my amendment is that this Rent Ordinance be deleted, 
may say that here 1 am urging grounds by which Government may 
msider why it may be deleted if they are convinied on the ground of 
legality as well as on the ground of fairness. My ground is that this 
rdinance should go off the Bill and that is the point that I am urging as 
how this Bill having originated in this House should not have 
•igiuated in the Assembly also. It is illegal and therefore it should be 
.ken off the Bill. My second ground is fairness, that is, it should be 
iken off the Bill in fairness to us. Honourable members of this House 
lould feel the same with me in this matter as to whether in this particular 
ise they should support the Government, this house having the seizin of 
le Bill already. In their heart of hearts they know that it is only fair 
lat we should pass that Bill; we have already taken it under considera- 
on, and have almost gone through half its provisions and we shall pass 
in the near future, but in the meantime this Rent Ordinance has been 
itroduced and it it is passed by the Legislature it becomes law, then it 
ould certainly injuriously affect the position of this House in so far as 
le question of the consideration of the Calcutta Rent Bill is concerned. 

> is quite one thing for the Chief Minister to say that he will put in a 
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‘ 1 - later- i)n tluit^tlie. CaleUtta Reut Ordiiianee in this Bill be repealed 
e ^^t‘ pass the other Bill iu tho reguiar niauner, hul iii what way wiH 
llonouiahlt' Miuisler do 

I loi one do not understand in what \\a\ we lain do it 


Mr. PRESIDENT: j\Ir. Das you sliould ^ive up that jioint. I eanuot 
)\\ MUi to ]uirsiu‘ that arginnent an> luither. It' \ou want to suj)])ort 
1 ainendineut, pli'a.se do so. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 ohe\ \our ruling-. But all ihal 
[o say is that there is no rea.^on wh> it should not lu deleliul. With 
se words 1 eoininend niy motion. 

Mr. President: Ameiidmenl moved that in tlu‘ schedule (*i‘ tin* Bill, 
lidUuviug ht* deleted, namely : — 

V... The (laleutta Rent Ordinance, 194(i”. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, 1 use to sujiport the amendment 
V('d h\ inv friend Mr. Das. Wi* have heaid a lot about the (’aleiitta 
lit tOnliol Otdinam*e. 'riiis Oidinaiice has not givt'ii any rehef to the 
)])i 4 ? who cannot have any house to li\e in (hilciitta. In this Ordinance 
liave nut sei'ii an\ting which givi's impetus toi tin* construction of more 
Idiugs in this city. This has iesirict(*d nian\ things and ha\e given 
tain conces.sioiis and lights to the t(‘nants onl\ and as sin h this Oidinaiice 
^ not give an\ inipi'tus to capitalist to build mou* houses in the city so 
I the congestion in tin* city may bi* h'ss. ( lov (‘rn nn'iit have not yet 
de aiiv ariangenient so that ]>t‘opl(‘ may get iron, cenn'ut, hrii-Ks and 
ei materials in ordei’ to (‘onstrucl niori* buildings So unh‘ss and until 
si' things are doin* you cannot ri'inove the (‘ongi'st ion . You cannot 
lire tin* want of flats and rooms in the city id' thilcutta. I'heri* is 
iltier thing whiidi I want to sa\ and that is that the (loveriimeiil have 
done any thing to removi; the ti-aiisjioit <lith<-uhy. ddiev an* only 
S. 1011 S lor power. If suitieieut traiisjiort facility from suburbs is available 
congc'^tioii could have* been avoided. Nothing has been suggesti'd to 
.e a suhui'haii service for tin* divi'ision of the cong(*sti<in fiom the city to 
suhiirb>. 'The provisions only sa\ that tin* landlonls should not do this 
til. it. 'i'he ])i()visions do not touch tin* tenants. WTth IIk'si* words 1 
ijiorl till* ameiidnient moved b\ m> liieiid Mr. J)as. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, in supporting tin* aim*ndment. movi'd by mv 
‘lid Mr. Das I would draw tin* attention (d tin* IToiThh* ('lind Minister .. 
le llon’ble Mr. II. S. SuiiJtvuwKDV : ( )h go away.) JJow can 1 gm 

a\ J shall stay and continue. Now\ Sii', 1 wh(deh('ai ti'di \ sujipoit the 
endmeiit moved by my friend Mr. Das ('PIh* Hon'hle Mi. 11. S. 
liiiAWVKDY: Jjandlord!). Aien’t \ou a landlord — ai-e’nt \ on going to 

d over manv things!^ 1 do not want to comment on his landloi’ding 
diiess, of the Jloii'lile ('iiief Ministi'r, Sir, hut the main juohlem is 
d it is not U]) to the Hoiride ('hief Minist(*r to los(' liis temj)er. Wi* 
Sir, much younger than he in jiai liament.irv affaiis. But if js known 
all that filibustering is one of the pai liamentary pH/C('dui<‘ and we are 
ie miniaturi* and amateur- filibusti'is at that. 

WT do not take much of your time. AVe are taking ‘"i or 10 minutes 
I you want to stifle that too through interruptions. My main point in 
acking the inclusion of this rent (»rdiriance would be tliis: tliat the 
vi'rmnent has already wa.sted not only our time the responsibility of 
‘ich they now want to shelve on us but thev havi* brought a Hill in this 
uis(' and wt^ are in seizin of it. Tli(*\ apjiointed a S(*lect (’ominiftee 
go through that Ibll. Much money lias f)eeri vvasti'd on it. Being not 
isfied -wdth wasting that money t}u*y are now adojiting another ba^‘kdoor 
licy through other amendments to change the decision of the Select (Vmi- 
ttee. They wasted public money in giving travelling allowances and 
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other ‘feinoluments to certain members attenSiug* the Select Committee. 
They have not been able to make up their minds yet. Unfortunately, Sir, 
my honourable friends on the European side supported t'aat... 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Roy, I hope ,^ou will realise that we are no: j 
discussing tlie Cahuitta Rent Bill at the present moment. 1 request you j 
not to refer to any incident in connection with that Bill. i 

Mr, BIREN ROY; 1 am just imjiressing ui)oii the House why tlii^ 
ordinance should g(> out of this Bill. The Hon ble the Chief Minister lia^ 
already s1at('d in this House in connection viih the illegality oi bringing 
in this Rent Ordinance wl»en we have a Rent Bill on the point of order 
raised by Mr. Jailit Chandra Has— that he would bring in a repealing 
seel ion in the next Bill. But why all this fus is nec*essary. Much money 
could have been saved by not bringing in thai Bill. AH(‘r we have passed 
that Rent JJill if there be any piovisions which will ])e to the advantage ol 
the unfortunate landlords who hav(‘ been lr(*atetl like criminals becau>t' 
th(\v have buiH houses and rtmted them to those who haven’t, these wil! 
b (5 inoi)(M;itiV(^ and so when a reptailuig bill will come, it will bung in it" 
trail a nt'W Bill and anothiu' oidinantu' will come in again. Nothing 
has been done to safeguard tin* interests ol both tin* landlords and the 
tenants. Nothing has lieen done by which the landlords can get iron, 
steel Ol' cement from the control bus. Nothing has been done in thi-.^ 
rtvspi'cT so that the landlords can build more tints to relie\e the congestion 
When a tenant has bemi ejected he cannot have another house and theie 
is no jirovision by which such a timaiit can be heljieil with accom inodatioii 
and may not be harrassed. There is no beiudicial provision in the Bill 
Mort'over, there is no necessity for such an oi'dinancc^ now. In war time il 
had been necessary. You cannot put loj'waid the ])lea of emergency loi 
all time to come, instead of this you should cieate gooil will to win back 
tlie peojile. Ho not tiy continue all these ordinama^s. If you take out 
all tlu'se or(linanct‘s we shall automatically go out. Thert' will not bt‘ aii\ 
necessity' for us to sjieak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The {[uestion ixd'oi'e tlu' Jlous(‘ is that in the 
Schedule of tin' Bill, the following be deleted, namely' — 

‘T94(). V The Ealeutta Rent Ordinance, 

The motion was juit and a Division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 


Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy • 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 


NOES— 31. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr, Sultanuddin Ahmed 
Mr. Syed Badrudduja 
Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid 
Choudhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossein 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haquo 

Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Haquo 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon' ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latiff 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Miss Ethel Robertson, C.8.M.G. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Taiukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 31 the amendment was lost. 



Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I bet? to move that in the Schedule of 
the Bill, following be deleted, namely : — 

*‘1940 VI The Bengal Si)ecial Bowers Ordinance, 19U>”. 

Sir, this is the most dangerous of the ordinances that have been brouglit 
loiward before tlu* Legislahire. We know that this oidinanee was passed 
:it a time when the war was goini? on and to save the 1 mjierialist (loverii- 
nient such an ordinance was necessary in their own intiMests. But that 
[icriod of emergency has gone away and we do not rettuire il further to 
save any Impiuialist or any person or policy to maintain such a black 
ordinance. We know what hajipened to the makers of tliese ordinanc(‘s; 
we juotested at the time against smdi ordinances and we want(‘d tliem to 
(put India and the time has come now when tlu'v are to ([uit. I would 
worn tlu' (lovernnuMit that if they persist in the jiolicy of such ordinaiua's 
l!K*y will have to pay very dearly for that and it is no doubt that th(‘y will 
liav(' no existence Ihm’o within a short tinu'. The (lovi'riinu'nt w'ant to lule 
h\ ordinances, by force. Sir, tlie rule of force* has failed, the wair has 
pioned that rule by force no longer pa>s and it must dit*. I’liis ordinance* 
is nothing exce])t rule by force. We find that this ordinance* is meant to 
maintain essential (’eimmodities to safe'guard ])re*judicial acts for public 
and oi'der anel sei on. The* iollowing artie*h‘s have* be‘e*n mentioned 
under eHse*ntial commodities — feuid, water, fm*!, light, jioweu' and any edhe*r 
Hung esse'utial tor the* comnninitie*s whiedi liave got to be mainlaiiie'd and 
sate'guarded. 

Sir, w'hat is the fear that these essential e*ommoeliti(‘> are* in dange*r eef 
he'ing (Here the honourable member stopped speaking) 

Mti PRESIDENT: (to on Mr. Nahar. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: TTeiw e*an T go on. Sir, when the (Hiief 
Minister is talking wdth you and not hearing what T am saving. It is the 
(iuTy of the* (diief Minister to hear 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: T do not care 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: You should eare 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Nonsense 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, T siremgly protest against^ the* 
I' liiaiks of the (diiel Minister. He* said nonsense. Is he e*ntit1e*d to say 
ilmty Is it jiarliamentary ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, ewder. The preiceedings of tlie* House should 
he caiiied on with dee*euum and with mutual e‘ourte*^y. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: As 1 was saying, Sii, this (heiinance 

an ordinance by which the Oeivcrnment want te) rule liy (orce. VVe* find 
tu secliein 2 e)f the Orelinanee mention of the sp(*cial coiumoei it \ . It says 
“e,>>e‘ntial e-ommodity means foeiel, water, tnel, light. powa*r or any ot]ie*r 
thing esseiitiai feu* the existene*e of the e'ommnnity w hidi is notified in this 
hchalt h\ the ])rovineia] Oeive*! nment.” . Then, Sir, it is ])re)\ide*el in (lie next 
‘ huise* tlmt “to cause* elisaffection arnemg, or to pre'judice, preve*ni oi' inte*?- 
Htc with dise*ipline, health or training ed eir tlie ])e*rtormance> of their dutie*s 

''t ]tiiblie sei'vants ". Why does tie want powe‘r like* that 'i l)oe‘s he 

t<ar tiiat the*n* would he in terierence witli the duties oi the* public servants?' 
ihi (he othe*r lianel time* has e-eune whe‘n e‘very one should allow the* jiiihlie, 
^e'rvants tei eh) their duty so that rhe administrative weuk may he smoothly 
<arri(*d ein. But wTiv should we then have such an Ordinance in which 
soinehody may come and interfere. Then, Sir, what has the* liealth f*f the 
I>nblic servant got to do with interference. Is there any fear that some 
ohicer may be poisoned and it can ]>revent Bonicbody to give poison to the 
offie*er? I think, Sir, the whole thing has been copied emt from the Oovern- 
Jiicnt of India Ordinances, Then, in section 2(/) it is stated — “tr 
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cause, jpT-' produce, or to instigate or incite; directly or indirectly, Hit' 
cessation of work by a body of persons eini)loyed in any place nf ei)ip]()\- 
ment in wliicb one hundred i)crsons or more are normally em])l()yed , el( 
etc. We find that now-a-days there are labour movc'inents. Theie ma 
l)e strikes on ac'coiint of f>‘rievances. J)o(‘s h(‘ want to say that by Ibis 
Ordinance he will contred strikes — does he think that the l.iboiiiers shoiihl 
not have any ri^ht to have their own conditif)n improved and their ])io- 
pects in life*' bcHeredy Does he want io (ontrol the labour movement b, 
this Ordinance!^ Does he want that there should not be* any oiie\auce^ nt 
the labourers and th(‘V will submit to everything’ that then’ em]»loyers do' 
The laboui’JU’s have* a rig’ht to exist: the\ have a right to live like men 
not like so many slaves as was previously the case in tin* old r<'g’ime. I Im‘ 
time lias changed and w«* do not want oui’ labourers to be what they were in 
the jiast. Next, Sir, (diajde]’ TI provides tor tin* ]ii’ohibition oi jii’ejml'- 
cial aids, ])ub]icat ions and communications. Does the Tfon ble (dii( t 
Minist(‘r f(‘ar tliat tlnu’c will In* civil war? Df)es he fear that theie wiH 
he civil war against the ])resent Ministrv and he wants to safeguard tin 
present Ministrv by these Ordinances? Wc'll, Sir, if tlnue is ciNil w.i’ 
this Ordinance w’ould not help him in an\ way. d1iis ordinance would imi 
help him if tin* prmple really I’ise and n'volt against the tyiannv of tie 
present Ministi’y. Ff the peo])h‘ I’ealise that the> will lx* ruled b;. 
Ordinanc(' they wull always (’ome and protect and rise again^'t tin* Miiii^ti . 
in s])ite of your Ordinances, bullets and gun shots. 

They have shown that thev can I’ise against thest* things and T wan 
you that tlu'y will do it again in tutui’i* if occasion arises 1'he ordinam ' 
says “No ])eT’son shall, without lawful authority or excn^i*, (u) do an\ 
prejudiciii I lUct. .. ’’ I do not undmsfand what il means b\ the woie- 

“wn'thout lawiul authoritv” Does the Oowinnimit sanction an\ ]M(‘jmb- 
cial act l)\ their lawful authoi’ity or what? Does Oovf'rnment im'aii tlu' 
they can allow any p(*rson to do anv piejiidn’ial a<‘t by lawful a iit liorit \ " 
do they allow c(‘rtain [h'J’soiis to do prejudi«’ial ai’ts and ]')rev('nt otlieis fioin 
doing the same? Theit* is no s(‘ns{' — no head or fail in it S('ctnm 
says “...mak(', print, publish o?’ distribute any d(»cum('n1 (,'?) Tie' 

author, editor, printer and nublislnu’ of. and any nerson who otherwi->t' 
makes or })roduc<‘s an\ prejudicial report ” VCv liave st'cn Ikuv fai’ tie 
Government have' lu'i'ti abb* to control th(‘s(‘ things. ’\\di(‘m*V('i tlu'V had tiied 
to control tht'y failed. There w’cn* leaflets distributed una ut liorisi'd 
literature was distributiul. Nowy Sir, at that tiim* we wme fighting agaiiHt 
bur(*aucracy to drive the fo]’(‘ign(*i’s out. Wh* wanted to mb* oiirsidvi*- 
If you now' want to introdui’e this ordinance you will further incite tlnmi 
We know’ the Government which nih's least rules Ix'st. The country wdin it 
is least ruled is tin* ln‘st country. 

It .“eems that by this ordinance you want to create an ;it mospheia* that 
something is going to happen. Sir, Chapter IT deals with jiublic satet\ 
and ordei'. Section !(){/) says “Tlu* Provincial Govi'rnmenI may, for the 
purpose of securing the jiublic safety, (»r the mainteiianci* of public ordei, 
by general or s])e<’ial order, [irohibit, restrict or impose (’onditions upon, 
the holding’ of or taking’ jiart in ])ublic proci'ssions, meetings or assemblies" 
Sir, I do not see any argument in introducing tiling.^ like tln^se. In tli ' 
Punjab the Muslim licague Party wanted to r(*move sei’tion 144, thev 
agitated and they have been suci’essful. Here wi* find the same ])art\ 
wants to continue section 144 or restriction of civil liberties. This is mo.-t 
shameful and scandalous. We strongly dejuei’ate things like these. Not 
only that, in sub-section (2) it says even in private places \ou cannot hold 
a meeting. 

Sir, this is another clause which is very dangerous. It might be that 
in one ])1ace people havi* gathei’ed to express tluur views against the present 
rule of the Government or some misdeeds of the Government or Government 
officers and they want to express their views or w'here necessary to bring 
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their views before the (Toveriiiiieiit . But the offieer in rharg‘(rf>f the place, 
if a whim comes to his mind, that this will go against him personally or 
some other othcers 1i(‘ will go and interfere with the gatlu'ring; he may 
not allow the p(‘()])le 1o assemble at a place to express their views even 
before the (toveinment So, Sij’. this is a ino.st dangerous clause. 1 do 
not know whether our triends on Ihe opposite side have had t‘ver gone 
through thes(‘ ordinances; olheiwise th(‘v ^^ould havt' forced their ^linistry 
not to place this oidinance betore any b‘gislaturc, Thi'^ is a shameful 
ordinance ]daced lud(n(' this Legislature. The lU'xt jioini is Sections 11 
and LJ I niautul Diilling and LnoHicial ITnlonns. Tiu'y want to control 
the drills which wer(' unlawtul. Sir, these drills and unilbrms were 
thought unlawful at tin' time ot the war because tin' British (iovi'rnmenl 
in India did not want that an\ other part\ or body should havt' their own 
p('oph', should hav(' lln'ii nn*n trann'd or unifoi’uu'd becaus<' tlu'v nngld 
conn' and ie])resent tlu' inihtarv oi- hav(' their own militaiw. But now wt 
find that many ])aities, many associations aie having drills, scouting 
organisations and otln'r things. You w ant to ban these' I kings liy tlu'si' 
clauses. Sir, what hajipens to-day ? Wi' fiinl that tin' Muslim National 
(luarel is having drills and ])arad(*s in uniform, similar to those' unifeuius 
of tin' militaiw, in the jniblie* stre'e'ts eif ('ah'utta. Do \ eui want tei stoj) 
this eir do yem wuint the'Ui te) e*emtinuey It it is in tin* mind ot the' Minisiry 
that the\ want to allow the* Muslim National (luard to e'oiitinue' as it is 
ainl tln'T'e' nun not be' an\ e)ther |>art\ eir any either euganisation, Sir, we* 
on tliis side' eif the' House strongly jirote'st against this if tln'ie' be' any sucli 
thing in the' mind of the' (lovernnu'nt If the're' is tio such thing in the'i?’ 
minds why these clauses 11 atnl l‘.2y ('lause's II and 12 sav that you shoubl 
not have' any unitorm like' the' military or any drill. Is it be'cause' you 
want to ban the Scenits and other things^ The (iovernme'nt may eir may 
not recognise' that the' jie'eipb' wuint their youngsters to b'arn drills. Yem 
are ebung it; eithei's are doing it A\Hiy eh) yem want to ste)]i the'Ui? I 
lie'ar the Chie'f Ministe'r sav that I want to talk out. I am not talking out. 

is talking e)ut. T am verv brietlv comme'iiting on the e'lause's that I 
find lie'ie and a on should have* jiatie'ue'e te) he'ar me. 

Next conie'N clause ]h. Tt is also a vei> big clause'. It give's pe»wa*r tei 
i'('<|une' the' assistane'e* e)f ce'i-tain pe*rsons. It re*aels, “Any otficor eil fbiAU'rn- 
uie'iit a u t hoi'ised m tliis be'h.ilt b\ gene'ral or spe*e‘ia] ordei oi the' Ibovincial 
()0\ e'T'nnie'iit ma\, within sue-li aie'a as uuia be spe*e'itied in the' oreh'r, re'ejuii'e* 
an_\ mah' jx'rson in that aie'a te) assist in the* mainteiia ne-e' eer i e'st ora t ion ot 
laAV and oide'r or in the' prote'ction of pie)]»e'rtv for such pe'riod and in such 
nianne'r as the' eiffice'r max elirect". Sii. what is thisy You want eer rathe'i 
you will ioi'ce the' pe'e)])h* to juote'e't this anel that ])Te)pe‘rty liy this law'. I 
e*annot unde'istand this arbitrar,\ peiwe'r. You have \our eew n police' and it 
is the bemnde'ii ebity ot a (b)\e'rnim'nt wliie-h ge*ts its re've'mu' tieeni the' jee'eeple* 
to give* ])rote'ction and te) preete'ct the* pe'opio anel tlie'ir* ])rope*rty. Bv fliis 
eirdinance* a'ou feire'e’ the* pe'eeple tee protect this or that pro])ertA. I canmit 
at le*ast uneh*rstand anv sense behind it and in blindly e-eejeving tin* old 
ordinance' without going through it. Ami if anv peisem fails te com])lv 
witli anv hawdul directiem give'n to him he' shall be leiinishabh' with 
imju’isonment with or witlieeiit fine If aiyv eueler is give'n to me*, I will sav 
T refuse' if and if the* (Iovernme'nt give*s such an eneh'r I mav le'fuse it; I mav 
refuse it on perseinal greeiimls; on se*ntinM'ntal giounds; I le-fuse* it een peebtical 
g'remnds to sate*guaiel semie* intere'sts e)f ( ieeve'rnme'iit . It is reallv eheing harm 
to me to fence on me an order, and feir men-e-ompliance of whie-h to imprison 
me because I am not eheing some't li iniz- which is to tlie'ir inte're'sts e>r winch I 
luay he incafeable of. Here they have* mentioned that thev will fine' ew 
imprisein those whe) do not carry euit their or their ofhe'f*r's oreh'r tee elo a 
thing. What i.s this, I ask, Siry 1 sav that if fey thc'se Ordinances, by 
these Rules, you want to govern the preevinee, you want to liave jieewe'r eevor 
the province you wdll never have it. You canneet imagine to have it. 
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If the Government so think, they can do many' thing's ont of these rules 
and ordinances but they will have to reap tlie consequences {)f such laws 
which they are now goings to enact by force by limiting: tlie time for dis- 
cussion as we have just heard from the President that we shall have to 
finish it this day. If the time is short, we cannot pro])erly consider and 
discuss the bill or see whether it is really in the best inti'rest ot the country 
or against a large section of the ]>eople- If the Government think tliat 
they will be able to govern in this way, then they are living in the Pool’s 
Paradise. vSuch ordinances affect large sections of this huge population 
of the ])rovince. If tin* people refuse to be governed by ordinances you vill 
have no jmwer you may remind yourself oi the fact that a v('ry powerful 
nation is now jireparing to (piit India. If, in spite of all this you still want 
to rule by force tlien you will miserably fail. T voubl therciore urg(^ u])on 
the Government to have better sense and to rule by love and not by (.rdi- 
nanc(‘s, with the co-o])erat,ion ot tlie p(‘oi)lc, with laws passed by the 
representatives of tin* ]>eo]de, and that if ordinances are tin* sheet amhor 
of their rule, then they should b(* thrown out and that is wh_\ I urge that 
this ordinance should he deleted out of this Oidi nances Ti'injiorarv I'nact- 
ment Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment mov(*d that in tin* Schi'diile rf tin* 
Bill, the following* be deleted, nann*ly : — 

“104b VI — Tin* Bengal Special Powers Ordinain*(*, 1040”’. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I lise to siip])orl the motion of my 
friend, Mr. Nahar that tin* Bengal Sjiecial Pow(‘rs Gidinanci* be d(‘l(*t('d. 
Now, Sir, some of the members of the Gov(*rnnn*nt party were seen to Is* 
jubilating over some of the provisions of this oidinancc* and wi* art suie 
that when this particular issue go(*s to voti* they vill supjiort tin* Govern- 
ment and give their vote for this ordinanct*. But, Sir, tliey can \ole for 
it only under oin* conviction and that ci'rtainty is that noiu* of the provisions 
of this law will eve]* be a])p1ied against any member of tin* Muslim League 
party. Tt^ is (uily that b(*lief. Sir, that could induce sensible })('i‘sons to give 
their vot(‘ for such a drastic m(‘asure as this. 

Sir, a new situation has arisen in India, and tin* situatio'i is that tin* 
British Governni(*nt is going to (piit India and transfer ])ower eithei* 
to the Central Government or to the (*xisting Piovincial Governm(*nls or 
to some areas rvliere they think fit and proper. Sir, this is the situation. 
Now, the Muslim Tveague Governnn*nt is going to take f)owers in Bengal 
under tin* B(*ng’al S])(‘cial Pow(*is ()rdin:ince, powei's 'which are .so drastic 
that if it suits their conv«*ni(*nce and inten'sts th(‘y will ap])ly th<*m iigainst 
the party which is in opjiosition, and that party which is in op()osition is 
the C(mgj*(*ss Party, a part\ whi(*h is other than the Muslim Ijcagiie ])arty, 
"We Avant to know the attitmb* of the League towards the non-Muslims, as to 
whether as a Jiiatter of fact they will share* powei* with t1u*m ; this is what 
AV(‘ would like to know, AVe* know that (juite i*ecently the llriii bh* Chief 
Minister had been to Rajshahi when* he himself (‘xpressed that oiie party 
rule should not go on in the way iji Avhich it is going on in Bengiil. 
TlH*re should be a Government of all [)arti(‘s. This is not all. We want 
something more. What we want I may say categorically here*. AV^e want 
to know Avliether this Government will a])])ly the provisions of the Special 
Powers Ordinan(*es against us. That is a thing we want <o know. It is 
not enough for the head of the Muslim League Party or the Chief Minister 
to say that they are not against all-party Goveinment. AVe Avant to know 
Avhether Government is prepared to shed its colour of comniunalism, we 
want to knoAV whether the Government is prepared to give a goby to com- 
munalism. We Avant to know whether his ])arty or his Government is 
prepared to a(*cept joint electorate instead of separate electorate just to 
bring the two opposite parties together. We demand 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das we are not disoussiug’ tLe general policy 
here. 1 hope you will confine your arguments to the amendment before 
the House now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is foi tb' pur})os(' of explaining why 
we are opposing* the Bengal Spetdal Ihiwers Oidinanee it is lU'ci'ssary for us 
to ask the Chief Minister all these questions. If a slraighl torward satis- 
factory answer is given b,\ the Chiel Minister with regaid to tht‘ points I 
iiave given, then there is some ehaiiee ot the passing of thes(‘ provisions. 
We should like to have a definite answer from the Cliief ^liiiister. We 
want to know whether there will he any (diange of heart. Take tor iustaiu'e 
we want to know wToTlier instead of i‘ommuiial ilovmiiiiKMit there will he 
an all-party (joveriiment representing (‘(pial number ot l.eagut' and non- 
league partii's. Whether the Chit‘f Minister should he ajipointed alter- 
natively from League and Congress and whethei- there would he joint 
electorate? Whether all aiipointnieiits in tlie public seivi(‘(‘ should he filled 
by competitive examination conducted by a non-commiinal iiuhqiemleiit 
Public Servi(‘e Commission. Then, Sir, we want that Bengal should 
’eniain a ]iait of the unifiiul (hmtral (lovmunuent. We want to know if 
this (lovernment would _\ield (o these points \\v want to know whether 
this siiecial powers ordinance should he (uitorced. For iii'stama* wi‘ want 
to know wdiether it would be jiossible to take out jiiocession or to hold 
meetings to ventilate the grievances of the politiiail parties. Will this 
(foverriment allow' the Opposition these faeiliti(‘s? Now. Sir, tin' time is 
veJ'v important and we should not lose a moment, wi* want to know' whetlim' 
if we hold niei'tings and take out proci'ssions will this Oovernment let loose 
upon us tludi {K)lice ofiiceis and military? tinder si'ction .hS, jiower of 
detention has been given to the police, ft is a \ery general jiower and th« 
jiolice can detain anybody and arrest anybody and liaiass him il they like, 
Tliesi' are, Sir, wiy dangerous jU'ovjsions. ^I'here ai'(' many siudi di'astie. 
provisions in tin; Ordinances and wu* should like to know whether they will 
be enforced on us il we take out proci'ssions and hold meetings in order to 
cj'iticist* any acts of this Governmmit or dmnand our rights in view of the 
coming events. Tlnue are some other iioints but tliosi* ]ioi]its iiave bemi dealt 
with by Mr. ISahar. 1 would however rider to seel ion Id of the Bmigal 
Sjiecial Powers Ordinance which says — “If any peisons w'lien reipiiKul by 
or under any of the jirovisions of this Ordinanct* makes any statmiieiit or 
iurnislios any information which he knows or has reasonahh' cause to heliiwe 
to be false or not true, in any material jiarticular, hi* shall be jiunishable 
with im])risonment foi a term which may extend to three yeais or witli 
fine or with both”. 

NOw', Sir, this is a very dangerous jirovision. In tin* Indian J*enal 
Code there is one such provision in regard to tin* makiiiL;' ol lalse statement 
after taking oath in a court of justice. Suppose a police otlicer taki*s a, 
statement and it enti'is into his heml that the statemmit is not correet thmi 
the man wdio gives suidi a statement runs the risk of prosecution and may 
have to go to jail for a jieriod which may extend n[) to thiee years. Now, 
is any body safe under this section Id? Mi. Xaliar has relerri'd up to 
section I'L lie has not mentioned all these things, ruder section 18 
again w'e find “Any police officer not below' the ran-k- of Suh-lnsjiector, or 
any other officer of Government emimwered in this behalf by general or 
special order of the Provincial Government, may ai'iest without warrant 
any jierson whom he resonably suspects of having acted, of acting, or of 
being about to act, — 

{(i) in a manner jirejudicial to the public safet.y...” 

Sir, is not this provision very dangerous? Not only by this section 
and by otlier sections also the jiresent Government may ]»ut to jail a body 
of persons leading an agitation but it may prevent the press also which is 
the defender of public rights and liberties from publishing any such thing. 
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By sections 7, 8 and 9 they can gag the press. Sir, should the press be 
gagged at ‘a' lime when great changes are aliead, when the press should voice 
the feelings of the public!^ Under section 9 the power to impose censorship 
has been given. Under sections 7 and 8 even true information cannot be 
published for the simple reason that (iovernment may think that that will 
be prejudicdal to public safety — a convenient expression to cover many acts 
of omission and commission of the Government. Sir, the executive should 
not be armed with more powers than are absohitidy m‘ce>sar\ . Ordinary 
laws are enough tor them. The^' have enough jiower to suppriLss the 
Hazongs in Mymensingh or to shoot the stmh'uts in Calcutta, or in the 
Tebbaga movement. They did not require these extraordinary ordinances 
for that. They are doing all these things under the ordinary laws. If this 
is passed we suspect, and very rtaisouahly too, that thi> onlinancc uill he 
used against the political opponents of the presiuit Govei iimcnt. Othei wise 
I cannot for a moment think how the* su))])orters of Government are going 
gladly into the lobbies to vote for th(‘ coiitinuance ol this oiTliiiance. I 
submit that the Executive should not be given an^> more, jiowers than are 
absolutely iiec(‘ssary. They liave already got widi* jiowers sulhcicait for the 
purpose of carrying on the administration. T submit agtiin that at such a 
time — at such a tremendous time— when we are jiassing through a ])eriod 
when the history of a nation is going to be niadi* this i*xecutive Goveiai- 
inent wdiicdi is so hostile to the political aspiiation ot allot luu’ pai ty should 
not be given the powders envisaged in this ordiiiaiuM' 

With these w'ords. Sir, J support tin* motion. 

(Mr. Biren Boy rose to speak). 

-V Mfi PRESIDENT: You will not take long i believe. 

Mfi BIREN ROY: 1 shall be very brief, Sii-. 1 shall take* about three 
minutes. 1 want to put a question to the Jlon’blc Minister in chai’ge of 
this bill. He stated before that it was on tin* directive of llu' India Govern- 
ment that tliis continuing ordinance jiractically is bi'ing brought u]) belorc 
this Jloust'. Why our Mr. Suhiaward>, the (duel Minister, is so wi^ak 
and submissive to the (.Vntral Government on this aspeid h* Why, when he 
know’s he has iiower enough — and he stated in this Mouse on a ])iT‘vious 
occasion that he is jireparing for Pakistan to tight tlu' CongTcss and the 
British alike, he needs to be armed with the S[>ecial J’owms Ordinance 
wliiidi was nei'cssary during tlie war'' Jt is not ueiessaiy any longer, if 
it is mcessary even being a majoi'ity paity which leads, to stjth' us oi- gag 
us mimibcrs of this side of the Ilousi', tlum J think the Go\ernment is verv 
much mistakim. He wanted our goodwill and <‘o-oj)ei ation and we again 
appeal to the (diief Minister why do you submit to the (\uitial Government 
nowH You can protest saying that we do not want to be aimed with any 
such thing. AV^e are in a majority and we are popular, we can continue 
our rule with the goodwill of the ])eo])le and wa' nual not lie aimed with 
special Ordinances, My friends Mr. Has and Mr. Yaliar tiave explained 
in detail the various piovisions in the (dauses of these ordinances. So J am 
not going into the details. 1 would submit to him to withdraw this 

ordinance fjom the pui view' of this extending Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 believe that all Provin- 
cial Governments have armed themselves with siniilai* powers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. As the diseussioii is not yet com- 
plete 1 pro})ose to adjourn the House now till 8 p.m. to-night as ‘the Bill 

has got to be finished, and the other House is to meet here within a few’ 
minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To this I beg to say that it will not be 
possible for us to come again. 
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(Adjournment. ) 

Tlie Council then adjourned till 8 p.m. the same day. 

{After adjournment.) 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ‘Mr. President, Sir, Permit me to make 
u statement. I think you will be able to finish the business ver\ soon. 

Sir, I am (*onstrained to lodge a definite objection to tlu‘ procedure that 
ha> been adopted by the Chair in muzzling the public opinion and stifling 
the voice of the Opposition in n^spect of the black Pill wliich seeks to lega- 
lise the arbitraiy and the executive orders of the Oovernment in the form 
of an omnibus Act. An attempt has been made to legalise ten aibitrary 
black ordinances which are calculated to interfen* with tin* civil liheitie^ ()f 
the people and to perpetuate a i-eign of terror in Pengal b\ giving h'gal 
sanction to those ordinances. As a representative of tin* jieojile and on 
behalf of the Congress party which T have the honoiii- to n*present ln‘ia*, 
1 owe a duty to mysi'lf as well as to the [x'ople of Jh'iigal to vi'iitilate (h(‘se 
gii('vanc(‘s and protest against the high-handed actions ot tin* (rovcin- 
im'iit in att(*niptiiig to laish through this lawless Pill in a manner jnejudi- 
( ial to tin* best interest of the people at larg(*. 

Moreovi'r, tin* thmgress party has hei’etofore co-o]>erated in the normal 
busincjSS of the House. Put \\(* arc* paintully suipiiM'd to timl that the 
('hail in cont >aveiitiou of the established canon oi ju-t !(•»*> has fixed uj) a 
iiJiihl silling of tin* House without consulting the (tpposition. s]k*('i.iII\ 
with tin* avowed object of rushing through tin* Pill in an imh‘e<-iit haste at 
tin* b(*h(*st of tin* (jov(*rnm(*nt . And mor(*ov(*r w(* aie eoiisideiably handi- 
cap])ed tor hn Ic of transjHut fai-ilities caused by tin* eonriiim'd striln* of the 
tram and continued overcrowding ot tin* v(*liieulai traliie, manit«*stl\ due 
t( the ajiatliv and inconi])etence of the administration. Sir, you gave a 
definite understanding to tin* 8(*cr(*tary of our partv that there wanild be a 
contiiiiu'd sitting this atteinoon until the business was tinallv disfiosed of, 
hilt cuiiouslv ('uough, without consulting tin* Opjiositioii voii changed our 
oiiinion and siid(h*nly adjouined the Hous<* to 8 o’clock l(might in older to 
aeeomniodat(* the (loveinment in tln‘ii‘ anxii'ty to g(*l this bhn-k Pill pass<*d. 

( miei lh(*se cii ('unista iiccs, we regia*t W(‘ cannot lake an\ turthei jiail 
tonight in tin* proceedings ot the House and w(* tln*]elor(* wilhdtaw undej 
protest. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Has, will you kindly i(*sui!n‘ youi seat so that 
I may say a tew words? 

M**. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Pul, Sir, w(* aie w it hdi aw ing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Put before you withdraw , jilease In* »r what I 
laopose to say. You can withdraw' if you like, but I hopi* you will be good 
enough to hear me first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my partv members are insisting 

and therefore I am afraid I cannot oblige you. My [lartv membei's are 
urging me to wdthdraw. 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM H088AIN: T),. v r, utiai.l 

oir. 

(The Congress party then withdrew' from the Chamber.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think I owe it to the House to 

^^I)lain the whole position. It w'a.s never the intention of the Chair to 

nuizzle the opposition. I am sure every membe*' of the House will agree 
^'itli me that the Ojiposition has been alloweil the utmost faeiliti(*s in niov- 
iiiS* motions, in supporting and speaking on amendments 1 made it 

mndantly clear that if the House did not fini.sh the Bill by 4-15 p.m. this 
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-alternooii it would be necessary to sit again, and it was well known to the 
.jnembers of the Opposition that the sitting of the otlier House intervenes, 
.so naturally we would have to sit after the sitting hour of the other House 
was over. It is the duty ot the Uhair to see that the business of the House 
proceeds. The Chair is not in any way interested in the result of the vote 
or Uje (liscaission, i.e., whether the Jbjl is accepted or defeated. But it is 
definitely the duty of the Chair to see tlnit the ])roceedings ot the House 
are not hampered in any way, and taking into consideration the convenience 
ot all p[irties, the ( haii* fixed cS o’clock toi' re-assembling ot the House. 
May 1 now’ have tin* o})inion of the Hon’ble Home Minister whether we 
should pro(!eed with the Bill tonight in the absence of the Oj'position or 
give the Opposition an opportunity to come back:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 fear I must adopt the 
view that we should proceed with this Bill and finish it in the (■ourse of 
this evening. It is uniortunat(‘ that the Ojiposition have thought it 
advisable to withdraw' from the House, but it was clear to us that they 
were adojiting and iutimt on adojiting didaying tactics in order to delay the 
passing of the Bill. You can see, Sir, from the s])eeches that w'ere being 
made <m amendments that some members were sjieaking in a manner wdiicii 
shows that they were not serious but tliey wen* taking a gri^at deal of time 
in the (()urse ot their speeches. If 1 liave felt at all that their withdrawal 
was justified, or if I felt at all tiiat I had in the l(‘asT sto])j)ed them froiii 
fijieaking, I would under the circumstances have most certainly rtHjuested 
you to adjourn the House and give th(*m another opportunity to come baisk. 
But a])art li'om the tact that the Bill must go to the other House and must 
re(jeive th(‘ asstmt ot the ( iov(*i‘nor-( lemu al and be ])ublished in the (xazette 
before the ITth ot this month — and we have very little time to do that — 
ajiai't from that tact, I feel that enough lias been said on the door of this 
House in respect of each ot thes(‘ items and the Opposition has gained its ob- 
ject and nothing really would (amie out ot it il tlie meeting is siisjiended till 
anothei’ da\ and the (Ipjiosition is given a furthei opjxutunity to discuss 
the mattei'. 1 theretore teel that in the circumstances J will humbly 
rerjiiest you to jiroct'cd with the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite appreciate what has been said by the 
Ilon’ble the Home Minister but at the same time 1 would just like to know 
if w'e take up this Bill tomonw morning and try to finish it, will there be 
much difficulty in getting the assent of the (Tovernor-tjeneral in time. I 
think still there w'ould be 5 (‘bmr days availahh* tor the Tuir])ose. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy: Sir, it has to be jirinted by the 
IGth and it must be ])ubTished on the 17th Manh. Tomorrow’ is Idth and 
there is no (!ei taint y that the Opposition will not adopt the same jirocedure 
as they adopted today, namely, three or four members w’ill speak for long 
hours and rejitat the same arguments on each of these amendments. There 
is no guarantee that the Bill w’ill go through tomorrow. As a matter of 
fact, you. Sir, found yourself, it I may presume to say so, absolutely 
helidess today before them when they insisted on speaking as long as 
possible on each of these amendments although it w’as quite clear that they 
were repeating the same things over and over again. It was very clear 
that they were not prepared to deal with this subject, if I may say so, in a 
<*q-o])erative manner. They knew that it w’ould embarrass the administra- 
tion considerably it they could somehow or other impede the passage of the 
Bill and make it diiiifuilt if not ini])ossible to get the Grovernor-fxeneral’.s 
assent on it in tinn*. Their jmrpose for the last few days has been nothing 
else lint tci drag on the consideration of this Bill. These are the farts. Sir. 

^ adjourn the House till tomorrow there is no guarantee that the Bill 
W'lll be passed tomorrow. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It is true that there is no guarantee. I quite agree., 
But don’t you think that the Opposition should be given another oppQiR^ 
tunity to co-operate. I will just request you to consult the administrative 
officers whether it is absolutely impossible to get ilie assent in time if the 
Bill is finished tomorrow. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The position is difficult 
Because if it is actually passed tomorrow by this House it will go to the 
Assembly before it can be forwarded for assent. Only if it is passed at 
any time before the Assembly meets it would meet the situation. If you 
are, Sir, so very, if 1 may say so, inclined to give them another oppor- 
tunity, may I suggest that the House may meet tomorrow at 9 or 10 o’clock 
feo that even if they adopt dilatory tactics or dilalory measures we can 
continue after lunch? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I think that is a very good suggesiion and I am 
inclined to accept it that we adjourn the House fill 10 o’clock tomorrow in 
the morning and go on with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If you feel so inclined, I 
will have no objection. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right. The House stands adjourned till 10 
o’clock tomorrow morning. 

Adjournment. 

Tlie C’ouncil then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Thursday, the T'Uh March, 
1947. 


Members absent. 

The loll(*wiug' members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on t he 12th March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Ti. r. S. Bonrne, 

(2) Mr, Eamini Kumar Hiitta, 

(d) Klian Bahadiir Shaik Fazal Elalii, 

(4) Mr. Miingtnram Jaipuria, 

(f)) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh M a hammed Ian, 

T>) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 
iT) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan, 

(5) Mr. Syed Ahdnl Majid, 

(9) Ml. Nagcjulia Nalli M':holanobish, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

\T1) I)r. Kiimud Sankar Ray, and 
(12) Mr. Cham Chandra Sanyal. 


WBGP-47/8-4193A-750 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No, 17. 


The CorNCiL met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the liegislative B’iu]tlin|f, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the Idth March, 1947, at 10 a.m., being the 
seventeenth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 02 (a), 

of the Government of India Act. 1935. • 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Pras\i) Singh Boy, k.cm.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947 (as passed by the 

Assembly). 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yesterd ay we were discussing amendments Nos. 11 
and 11 A. Y'es, Mr. Boy. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: ’rym, a 

I ‘At: House-iJ Bengal Ordinance Temporary Fnactment 
Bill, 1947, i ’Ttm At Ordinance!?!^ 

k ? f% (Tf^i ^'z^ -^'z^ ^7 

C'fl A^s At Ordinance Ordinanece^ special 

’ttn 1 Ordinance^^ ^'-1^ Special Power Ordinance Act 

I Ordinanc(‘^^ c^m 

^'3 (Tf5|t 7^1^ special 

I Ordinance, ^t^ ^ts^n xzi^ 

1 Ordinance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, we are not discussing the general principle of 
the Bill no'v. You come to the amendment. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: special power I Special Power Ordinance — 

(?T^l specially vr.^3 w^TT i meeting ^ TO 

meeting ^o!^t=7 toi 4l^l'S special 5’c^i At 

’JlPRl At Special PowTr Ordinance 4^ ^t'^5 I (?7 

-Ts ^-'1} 1 4^9:^ 4^^ 

cn 4^^ At Special Pow(ir Ordinance I 

4 ^f%^i '^Tsf 7] I A^^ 4t?R^ 

^71 1 4 ^*<11 (Tf 4^ Special Pow^er Ordinance 

C?C*t I I 4^«n ^^7 4^^ 751 TO'Q 

(Tft Special Power Ordinance 1^^ 4^ ^f'Ti 4^: 4^ ’Ts 

75T^ declaration ^i c*r'^7ii 751 TO 3775 ^ 

I A^\ ^Z^ Tstf^ ^ f^ '^TT^r^l 4^r.^ 4^^ ^ ^ 

^ 4t Ordinance 4=7 ’trs «rtTOl 1 

c^TOft? ^ 75H 4^feti?7 Control 

=TO ^*tl 5 :^, 4^f^^ t[^757^ CTO f^tVf ^ 

TO C^75 ^7T 75i’ To CTOTfr=T WtTOf^n pp/t^ ^^1 TSt? 4^^ TO 

’eriPr ^1 4 Ordinance TO 3 f^l 5tTOr=T I 4^ ^^7 ^ cTO 

sfcT^vs fTO 1 ^1 cTO TOR cTO f^i I c*r^r 5 

♦11^ TOtro (R fiffr^^ TO^R tori 751 ^ ^ I '®lTOl CTOI «IKT 

^TO7 TOTOftTi TO ^ control ^ZM% TO permit issue TOI 

«7 
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permit ^ cn fwf^ i c^r^r firf^ control ^ ^ 

Cl ^ Jim, ^r ^’CST m ^<1 ^ 

'jRtm ^ ^t?ii ^ci c?’3?ii ^ \ ®nf% 5in5 c^Si 

c5§i nw^TT f^f ^ (TTf^fs c'^ci 

c^, c^ T>tn Cl ^r?rf^ \5tT bzi^itft w*it ^3?!^ 

c^*rt 3Ti^i^T (7F<n^OT ^ji fe ^m^fi ’t<7'5 c’Crfk^ ^ci f%7i c^r^i i ^tt 

cn '^TT?! , 1^7 '^rWm ^fT3 Utf%i:^ C7\3?l ^l’ ^ Cl, 

c^jf7 cFt'4 ft^fi ^ 3Tf'3?n ^’i!^ 

mai ; I w^rr^ ^Timj ^-rr#h ;h^ c’frs 

d Cot7 ^ 'Si’ c^<f ^ House ^1:^7 ^Ts Tr%7'3)'3jlC't ?| 

cutr^ ^rfTO Cl ^ c^tt^ coN ^1 tr^’ ®FtPRi ^ c^ f% 

oq^rtc^ ‘i]^ Ordinance c^ ^ ^] ^ci ^ I 

wtf7 fe c®7c7 ^f-f ?ftr7 1 jTi c^n^r ’tt-t 1 

^ ^vfi ’ftf? 71 ^w tfrsj^ [77 'iit r^zm ^rm 

TCTT '7vf^ Bousei]^ 3]^^f7 ^rjr?:5T f^tsT^i Tr^p 

C5Tljfe5R7m7l Houfleei]^ 71^ C7C7 tf^TT^T^ ?7^ =Jft'S7t7 ^^7 ?7, 57^ T77t 

C’tTK 71, ^7^ ^'T^ ^t7 ^7?^1 0^1717 71— t[C^r^7 '3?71 7t*^ ^75 C7f7 

'srff7 71 ii]7tC7 ^1717 “77 ^fTi C7^ f7C77 TCT^ '7t7t7 C77 I Ordinance 7R withdraw 7^7] 

^ — jff;^ tsft^ ^^^^ %cr7 7C7T Special Powers Ordinance delete ^71 5'7 ^z^ '7t7Ti:'f7 f% 

^^tus 7T^? 7f7 C^r7 7?t77:7 C7?t7 777 77^17 5^13 7tC7'^C7 ^ 77l ’7tf7 C^l7 717 77C^ 

^f 7 , 7 ^C 7 ^ ^7 C7t7 77717 07^1 7f7 C7f7 777 77717 77, 3:77 '71717 ^71^1 Ordinance ^771 
C7TO ^ I Ordinance ^f%7 ^^7^^ f777 7 (7 '7lf^<j 'Sfl^C*! 71717 '577-177 ‘71r7 ^C7 <1)77^ 7^1:7 
'Tlt^ 7^7 777T7r77 '7(7^17^ 71 7^1, 777 >01 ^:) I ^^T?^ Ordinance 7F713: 91171 fef|7 

3)77 '71^? '717 47?^ Ordinance 7:7 777f 7I ^-17 77171 77i:7^ ?t“3; i 7171U77 7l7i:7 f77 

^1 ?3J I 7^77 7l5'177 Ordinance 7C7 'S R7 717 777 C7i^1 77717 i 

^i?l 771C3; C777 717T:?7T '771171 f%f77 C^l> C:517 ^Z^ 031717 '7l7lC^ #1717 0717 7tSf 77l7 

=51C7l^-'^71 717 07t I ^Bl^^^l '7lf7 77C3) ^1117 '71^7 0WlC7 meeting 771 79- 771 070^ 9f|^ ^ 
Meeting 7703! 0707 permission f^3i ?7 i vfj^ permission C7^i717 317 7107 <117617 7f^Prl077 
!<tC3 I 7f^7 f3f7 717077 71^ 77 I 3l5'l07 771 0703 9ll07 71 07 f3f7 T'J 7771 €l7 7617 C7t7 

^Tl^l f^7 717 71 I '71771 0707(5, 6117717 '7f%7l7 573 meeting <i]7 permission (70^7 

71, '71717 07^ 6117^117^ 0771 717 '717 «77?^1 037f7 770^17 meeting '31771 3l7 CR7 ’7(37^7 fll5^<i]7 
permission (73757 l (^^7 7077 meeting 5’07 31 3l7 7^ (707FT1 71 '^OTt permission (^07 077 1 
7(7 '77’?! 57 3l?’07 '7l7l077 T^lW ^^717 '^7-'5:(771 >^10^ 71 I ^^3107 ^ '71^ 57 315*0^ 
07 permission 07^3717 '7717’fM^l 07 5<371 ^J7 '77131(7^ 31 '7t7l7 707 57 71 I 7l*f077 

317 573 (^7 7037 0717? 7107?, 3l7 (70W7 77'Q ’^lO^ I '71771 (3^J03 ^7(7 77^3- 

3107 meeting 507 71055, permission 9ft37i 71055 '717 <ii ^i?l c^oti (V^3t 'Js'17 permission 

9}1'Q71 0*517 71 1 3lt lilt '77^1 7(7 'il^^ 7171 57 3l5'07 '7l7l077 ^0617 ^ 3^(3 57 lil^ 7^077 
(70*17(707571 7?71 ^(^ I iil7 917 07 73Rg (W <ilt Ordinanceil7 707T r7f9l77; '7105 C7<3(7 t[03r^ 
(77 '7171077 #l777l23t7 '7^7 'sr3>^ 777?l7 '775 '71771 ii]7(73t07 07^77 (^7 0317 ^7(5 iil7' '7l7 
'7t7tC77 ^PlO^ '7l07l '7!J77 5’03 ^117(5 71 I 3Tt '71(7 «ilt Tf'^l 707 '7l7l7 75 (7c° 7l5t7 07 motion 
17^7057 317 777'7 7?7f5l 

Mr. NAGEHDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH ; Mr. President, Sir, I 
beg to support the motion to delete the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 
1946, from the list of the Ordinances which is going to he continued. Now, 
Sir, this ordinance practically takes away all civil riglits and liberties of the 
people. If you, Sir, carefully go through the ordinance you will be satisfied 
that anything and everything that a man might honestly and conscientiously 
do can be brought within .the mischief of this ordinance and it is going .to 
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30 continued for several months more. Before we consider why this 
ordinance is sougdit to be maintained we would certainly want to be satisfied 
from the Hon’ble Minister as to what are the particular reasons, what are 
the circumstances which impelled the Government to eontinue this particular 
ordinance, what are the circumstances in the country that have arisen which 
compel them to continue this. On the doth September when this ordinance 
v\'as issued the position was, so far as I could gather, nothing more than 
some communal trouble that was practically brought into the ])olitics of 
Bengal by the action of the Muslim League through the unlort unate Direct 
/Action that was sought to be displayed in ('alciitta and in other x^laces that 
caused that trouble and that also caused troubles in other places. One can 
easily see that if the Muslim League do decide not to create any communal 
trouble in the country there can be no communal trouble. They being in 
power in this province, they being ])ractically the administrators in this 
province, it is tliey and they alone who by their own act, by their own policy, 
by their own resolution can at once do away with the trouble that was 
started in Bengal, on the Kith August and that continued for some time. Is 
it not extremely easy to stop all apprehensions of communal troubh* if this 
[)articular Ministry can make a simple declaration that there should not be 
any communal trouble or that the Muslim League should not act in any way 
[hat might provoke the other communities? They c.in very easily do it 
They can very easily start a movement — an agitation evem at Government 
cost — they can send emissaries to towns and villages saying that on no 
account anything should be done which would strain the feelings of the 
different communities. Have they done it? Have they tried in any way 
whatsoever to ease the communal situation? We see that there has not been 
anything done save and except one or two communi(iues that were issued 
now and then deploring the communal tension in the country. I submit 
that is notliing. That is not the way in which >ou can stop communal 
trouble. If you are really sincere, if you want ])eace in th(‘ country, if you 
want to avoid trouble, it is your duty by your acts, by your professions, ])y 
your speeches, to convince the ])eople that we cannot gain anything ]>y 
communal disturbances, by communal wranglings and so on and so forth. 
But inst(‘ad of doing that, what is the object, what is the idea behind when 
you want that this Bengal Special Power> Ordinance, should continue 

and continue for fJ months or more. 1 would certainly reciuest the honourable 
members to go through this Bengal Sjiecial Powers Ordinance, 194b, over 
and again and to see from the definitions therein and its provisions how 
drastic the definitions and the provisions are, how any ordinary a(*t of a 
person, how an innocent act can be, by twist of the language in this parti- 
cular ordinance, brought into the i.n'scliief of this particular ordinance. As 
for instance I would just like licu.ourable members to refer to section 2, 
clausi' ('D wiiere “prejudicial act” is defined and if you carefully ponder 
aver these provisions you can easily be satisfied that any act, any speech, 
any words uttered might be brought within the purview of this clause. I 
would just give a sample to the honourable members. “Prejudicial Act” 
means any act which is intended or is likely to cause disaffection among, 
or to prejudice, jirevent or interfere with the discipline, health or training 
of, or the performance of their duties, by, ])ublic servants”. Xow I ask 
honourable members to consider what can be got out of this claus(‘. ^ If I 
just meet a police constable and if I have to protest against some of his acts 
which I honestly believe to be wrong or improper, well, he can at once say 
that I am interfering with his duty and that, therefore, I am liable to be 
entangled under this ordinance. May be that that is not intended and it 
may be said that the police or the Government will not be so foolish as to 
prosecute a man for doing that. But that i.s not the question. The (ques- 
tion is that you obtain such a power from this ordinance. If you like you 
may use it against an honest citizen in the way in which I am .suggesting 
might happen. I submit. Sir, that such an enactment ought not to be in 
the Statute Book for a minute more, not to speak of months. Why should 
you have such powers? You the majority party who are governing this 
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province.^ The law is in your hands. You direct its administration. You 
perhaps ^?ive interpretation and you can use it if you like to the detriment 
of the other communities, of the other parties, whom you regard as your 
opponents. Certainly legislation is not intended to arm the Government 
for the time being with such powers which they may, at any time, if they 
so like, use against the other party, against their opponents. I therefore 
plead for a very serious consid(‘ration of the honourable members whether 
such wide powers should be given to the (jovernment which can be used 
practically in an arbitrary fashion. Now, if there were no such communal 
trouble, if there was no such sharp division either in the House or in the 
country I could have condoned this, that ceriainly this will not be used by 
one party against the other. Now if certainly there is a movement, as we 
find now that the movement or agitation has already started on the question 
of the partition of Bengal, I am not however to be understood as pleading 
for partition but I say there is the movement and tliat movement is grow- 
ing, now if this particular Government of Bengal do not like this move and 
it there are public meetings here and there in which that particular move 
is advocated I submit that if the Government like they can at once stop that 
movement under this ordinance. They can issue orders u]>oii their executive 
authorities, the local authorities to stop the meetings or to arrest or 
prosecute the people wdio are advocating that because they may say that 
that will create a commotion, disturbances and so on and so forth. Then, Sir, 
if you would just refer to another clause of tliis jiaiticular section 2, >ou 
will find that “prejudicial act” means any act A\hich is inbmdi'd or is likely 
to render any public servant incapable of efficiently ])erforming his duties 
as such, or to induce any public servant to fail in the pc'rformance of his 
duties as such — is so vague. Sir, God heljrs those who come in contact 
with such jmblic servants because anybody who come in contact with such 
a i)ublic servant may be supposed to be disturbing him or in the language 
of this particular clause, “render liim incajiahle of efficiently porfoiming 
his duties”. Now, Sir, when the public servant is showing his arm and is, 
directing traffic if a man go(‘s to him he may he accused of disturbing him 
in the efficient discharge of his duties. It may be said that I am going to 
an extreme length in order to illustrate the absurdity of this legislation, 
but it is these extreme cases that will actually })rove that these provisions 
are so absurdly wide, that such wide powers should not be given to the 
Government. 

Then, Sir, there is another clause which is equally wide and equally 
dangerous which also occurs under the definition of “prejudicial act”, 
namely, any act which is intended or is likely to prejudice the recruiting 
of, or the attendance of persons for service in, any ])olice ioice or fire brigade 
or any other body of perst)ns entered, enrolled or engaged as public servants. 
Then, Sir, to crown all, there is another definition, namely, (d), which 
says that a prejudicial act means any act which is intended or is 
likely to cause fear or alarm to tin' public or to any section of the 
public. Sir, I do not know what would cause alarm in any section of the 
public. If I say that Bengal should be divided into two halves, namely, 
Hindu Bengal and Muslim Bengal, and another section says that it causes 
alarm in its mind, therefore I am doing a prejudicial act and should be 
prosecuted. I submit that if such a case was put forward before a court 
of law^ I do not know what the defence would be. Therefore they can put 
forward a person to come forward and say that my statement has caused an 
alarm in his mind, therefore I have done a prejudicial act and I am liable 
to Ihri'e or four months’ imprisonment for doing what I should think is quite 
a legitimate act. Sir, if j^ou go on considering the clauses after clauses 
of this ordinance you will have absolutely no doubt in your mind that the 
Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, I94G, which is sought to be perpetuated 
or continued for sometime more is a negation of all civil rights and there- 
fore Government want to rule according to their sweet will only under the 
name of an Act of the Legislature. But instead of doing all these, instead 
of putting all these provisions under the semblance of an Act of this 
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legislature, let them rather saj* that all laws and rights in the province 
should he suspended for another six months and Government would rule in 
any way it likes. 

The next point to wliich I would like to draw the attention of tlie House 
is that this ordinance is going to override all other laws tor clause 3 of the 
ordinance says that the provisions of this Ordinance and of any orders made 
[thereunder shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith 
contained in an> other law for the time being in force”, etc. So that is the 
law — ordinance is the law in th(‘ country an> otlier law notwitlistanding. 
Therefore those people who might he acting according to a particular law 
will he told that these laws are abrogated. I do not understand why is it 
necessary in ibis province to have the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance as 
the law of the land for the time being and wliy do you repeal other laws in 
favour of this Ordinance. We have not been told why do you want such 
a wide power tor the Government. Now, Sir, if you fuither consider this 
Special Powers Ordinance you will find another matter in section 3. In 
thaf section it is said — not only provisions of this Ordinance' hut any orders 
made thereumh'r. There is always a reserve powei* for the Gove'i'nnu'nt, not 
satisfied with that all embracing powt'r taken by the Ordinance'. In aeldi- 
tion to the ordinance there are sju'cial ])owers I'l'seivcd with la’ght to 
])]omulgate the* e)relers. We' eh) not know ^^hat e)rele'rs aie' ])assed and when- 
► eve'C there is an,\ thing u hich woulel agitate* the' mind of the ))e'opl(* of this 
country (foveniment may take one* view and the'y may st^aighta^^ ay issue* 
orders under that ordinane'e, they may make living of a man in his e>wn house 
illegal. Not being >atisfied \\iih the* stringe'iit ]n‘ovisions of llu* e)]’dinance 
vide ])owers have' ht'e'U teeken fe)r ?-ese'rving furlhe'r ])o\\t']s of issuing orders. 
Such ])o^\e^s should ne've'v l)e given to an,\ (love'rnme'iit. not to spe'ak of the' 
pl‘('^ent Gove'T’iiment of Bengal. Tlu'ii u)u will find in (3ia])te‘i' U the 
me'thod that is supj)ose'el to ])ie‘ve'nt ])re'judicial ae*ts and you will find along 
with that the provisions for gagging the ])i‘e'ss. Eve'H during the' war 
when suedi elrastic measures weie take'ii ye)U did neet think it ne'e'e'ssary to 
gag the ])ress. The ])re'ss were not gagged in the vay in -which it has been 
(lone 1)\ this Govej-nment after the war and is being sought to lx* dom*. 

I would just like to remind iny frie'uds ()])])().sit(' that the gagging of the 
press does no good to anybody. It is no use suppressing correct news now. By 
misleading and hy suj)])r(*ssing corr('(‘t news _\ou do encourage jumour 
mong(*ring and lumouis engender a lot of mischief. I can say without any 
f('ar of contradiction that many of the unfortunate ('vents at Xoakhali, 
Tij)])era and other j)laces wt're due to a gieat ext(*nt the sup])ression of 
coriect new's. If Government wan^- (o administer in tin* interest of the 
country tlo'y should not in this time try to su])])ress the ])ress or to gag the 
]>ress or want tin* ])ress to Mi])])ress the time news from the iiublic. There- 
fore all these provisions in this juuticular cha])ter of the Bengal Special 
Powers Ordinance are obnoxious to all sense of justice. Then, Sir, the 
next cha])ter in this Ordinance is the chajiter dealing with public safety 
and order. You will find from reading it — a casual observer will find that 
unlawful drilling is one of tin* objects which the Government want to 
prohibit. 1 would ask the Hon'ble Minister as to w'hat they are doing 
with the Muslim guards. Are they or are they not drilling? T am sure, 
if 1 remember aright, the other day in another place the Hon’bb* Chief 
Minister said that that w'as an organisation which were made for social 
service and they had to be imtained. If that is so cannot the other 
communities also raise their volunteer corps for social service* and drill 
them? Xow, everybody knows under -what ])eculiar position the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister finds himself and his party. He is trying to have his 
own way in having a large number of volunteers in the Muslim League 
Xational Guards and he wants at the same time to ])revent any other 
people in this province from organising themselves in the way they are 
doing. What is his answer to this (juestion? Why do you bring in this 
<luestion of unlawful drilling in respect of other communities. It is 
known to everybody that the school boys and the college boys drill and I 
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think having regard to the transferen^ of power from the British Govern- 
ment 1o Indian hands in June 1948, it ought to be the duty of every citizen 
specially young man to drill and to have military training so that in case 
of foreign aggression we may protect ourselves. Why at this juncture 
you bring in the question of unlawful drill? What is the motive behind 
it? AVe have not heard from the Home Minister what is his object in 
making drill an unlawful act. AYith this question of drill comes the 
question of uniform. Now, Sir, we all know that when boys drill they 
wear uniforms. What is the idea underlying this whole question? AVhy 
is he anxious to have power in this way? if we say that you are doing 
this with an ulterior motive, with the object of aggrandisement of your 
own party, you are trying to suppress us, the Oi)position, or the 
members whf) do not belong to your party, have }Ou any reply to give to 
this answer? Can it not be suggested that you are doing it with a view 
to have an undue advantage for your party or for your community much to 
the detriment of the other communities. AVhat is the guarantee that you 
will not use things against us. Therefore legislation should be in such a 
way that even if one wants or the administrators want they may not use the 
law to tlie deh'inient of the other communities, to tlie disadvantage of the 
other communities. I would submit that there is absolutely no necessity 
now to have such mischievous ordinanc(‘, namely, the Bengal Special Power 
Ordinance, 194(1. It should not be allowed to continue. With these words, , 
Sir, T support the motion. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 have nothing to add 
to wlmt 1 have already stated. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, this is a very impoitant matter. 
AVe have s])oken and in doing so we have raised im])()rtant ])oints, expressed 
our and the public outside's apprehensions about these oidinances but the 
Child' Alinister has declined to reply to tlmse points. AA^e really feel the 
.treatment that he is meting out to us by not replying to the ])oints raiseil. 

Khan Sahib MD. WAHIDUZZAMAN : I move that the question be 
now put, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the question 
be now put. 

The (juestion that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely : — 

“1940 A^I. ..The Bengal Sjiecial Powers Ordinance, 1940.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AA ill you allow me to say one thing, 
Sir? By rejecting our amendment tlie Government have passed the inclu- 
sion of the llengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1940, in the Bill whereas we 
wanted to delete it. AYe viewed it as a very important and dangerous 
ordinance and as a matter of fact yesterday I wanted to know certain facts 
from tlie Chief Minister what his intentions are with respect to this ordinance 
and today also my friend Mr. Mahalanobisli pointedly put certain questions 
and really wanted to know the intention of the (lovernmeiit, the attitude 
of the Government towards their political opponents. As a matter of fact 
we expected that in this important matter he would make the position clear 
both for his party and also for us as to where we stand and where he stands. 
He has not at all re])lied to them and if this is the attitude 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I have understood your point. If the 
Chief Minister did not exercise his right of reply at this stage and did not 
give you the information you wanted or the assurance you wanted and if 
he intends to clear up the points at a later stage he can do so at the third 
reading of the Bill. 
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Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: j£ir, I move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

‘'1946 VII... The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, before I speak on this I feel constrained to say tliat we are not at 
all satisfied with the manner in which the Chief Minister has treated us 
because, Sir, we on this side of the House want to express our views in 
these matters which are very important for tlie purposes of enactment of 
law and also for the purpose of the future guidance of the country whicli 
perhaps were unpalatable to him. We have to make our position absolutely 
clear to see where we stand and where the members of the opposiU* side 
stand. We wanted to make our points clear. We put certain questions 
during the debate but no reply was given. AVe are being treated in such 
a manner by the C’hief Minister, Sir. The position is really very ridiculous 
and we do not feel that we should continue to speak or to continue to be 
treated in this fashion. But Sir, you have given us to understand that the 
Chief Minister may say or explain his position during the third reading of 
the Bill. Let us hope that he will not lose the opportunity of explaining 
himself at least at that time, Sir. Now, Sir, regarding the Consumers 
goods we find that tliis ordinance is going to be made law for Uie purpose 
of controlling the production, supply and distribution and for maintaining 
or increasing the supply of any scheduled commodity a list of which w(‘ find 
on page 4 of the ordinance. There are various articles and those articles, 
and commodities are being regulated for sale, production and eviuy thing, 
in certain ways. The way is this: Govennnent nant to regulate by nn'ans 
of licenses, permits or otherwise, the ])roduction of connnoditit*s or the 
control of prices at which they may be purchasiMl or sold, and so on. There 
are various other legulations for ])rohihiting or Muthholding from sale of 
any scheduled commodity ordinarily kept for sale, etc. These goods are 
being sold in the market as we find many of them in luinjis in the streets 
of Calcutta. But if you go to a shoj) to purchas(‘ tluMu you to do not find 
any, because they are not allowed to b(‘ sold, whereas in the streets of 
Calcutta we find huge (piantities dumped, specially befoi’c tln^ AVriters^ 
Building and Dalhousie Square. You will find fountain ])ens ami pencils in 
huge lots and in large numbers being .sold in the .streets of (Vilcutta but if 
you go to a shop which is licensed or scheduled you will find very few of 
them, and the reply of the shopkeeiiers is that they are under (mntrol and 
not to be supplied without permits. So that we cannot get them straight- 
way from the stockists because of this control policy of the (fovernment. 
This is the way in which these ordinamvs have been promulgated. There 
is another very impoi’tant aspect which relates to the regulation of licenses. 
Licenses are issued by the Civil Supplies Department. But what is being 
done? I do not know whether there is any communal proportion or 
representation therein. But I am afraid. that any dealer who wants to take 
a license is put to various difficulties. The difficulties are well known to 
many members of this House. I may point out one or two. If you go or 
apply for a license the main difficulty is that you do not get a license unless 
you dance attendance not only at tlie department but also on some influen- 
tial members of the legislature or of the Government Party and it you can- 
not persuade the persons in authority you are not favoured with any such 
license. Next, we find that in giving out a license the departinent treats 
different communities in different ways. AVhenever a license is reciuired 
there is misuse of power by the department in such a fashion that we cannot 
describe in words. They treat the persons as if they have come to them as 
slaves to ask for favour, as if they are doing some favour to those persons. 
Sir, the issue of license is not a favour but is meant to control the manu- 
facture, and sale of these things, but these aspects are not being considered 
whether there would be increase of production or not, whether peo])le are 
getting these things cheaper or not. That is not their outlook, Sir. Other 
considerations than purely helping the people come in and thus this misuse of 
power is going on under this ordinance. The next question is about the 
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production. May I ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister the mover of this Bill 
whether by this ordinance they have been able to increase any production 
or supplies to the consumer? We do not find that those ordinances have 
really helped to increase productions or increase of supplies to the consumers? 
We have one example before the House and that is the case of mustard oil. 
As soon as the mustard oil control was removed we find in a few hours maunds 
of mustard oil flooding- the market. When there was control, we saw long- 
queues of persons waiting for mustard oil. But as sof)n as the control was 
removed it was available everywhere. So, Sir, I am sure that if this control 
is removed we would get things more easily and at a cheap price. One 
thing more about mustard oil and that is that as soon as the control was 
removed this commodity was made available in the market in no lime. The 
point is that it was here in certain godowns of certain dealers. But no 
attempt was made by the Civil Supply Department which is being main- 
tained by the Government at a huge ex])endituT-e to detect this unlawful 
hoarding and bring it out for the purpose of use by the general public. It 
was in the godowns in (klcutta — I moan the mustard oil that is available 
now since the abolition of the control — and not brought from elsewhere. 
It is on account of the inefficiency of the (dvil Suiiply Department that this 
huge quantity of mustard oil kept locked in the godowns in Calcutta could 
not he detected or made available for sale lo the public. It is on account 
of theij- inefficiency that the dealers indulged in black-marketing and 
proflt(H*ring. It is evident that the Civil Supply Depai-iment staff is either 
inefficient to deal with these black markefers or you liav(‘ emydoyed persons 
who are full of corruption. In spite of this bad and inefficient management 
you want control of these goods. Then, Sir, we find fhat most of fhese 
things are for big peoyde — things such as refrigerator, silk and other things. 
Then* is also control on crockei-y and I will give you an examj)le hf)W 
profiteering and black marketing is going on on this thing. If you go to 
the mark(*t you will find two kinds of crockery ini])orted — ])lain and with 
design. Now the control ymice of plain is half of the price of crockery with 
designs. What is done by the dealers is that they import plain crockery 
and have it designed cheaply locally and ynit double charge for it. Your 
department do nothing to detect and prosecute these unscrupulous dealers 
who make a huge amount by this unfair means. Because of the control there 
is no competition. If the control is abolished these things might be 
brought from outside in huge quantity and there will be competition with 
the result fhat the people will get them cheay>er. So, this (’ontrol Ordinance 
on consumers goods should be removed from the schedule. With these 
words I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
the following be deleted, namelA : — 

“194G VII... The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Oidinance, 19415”. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I shall be verv brief in supporting the deletion 
of this Control Ordinance. The ymrpose of control over the consumer goods 
is in the public interest and with this object in view these things were 
controlled during the period of war emergency and here again I would repeat 
what the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has said, namely, that by the direction 
of the Central Government lie is trying to get this control order continued. 
It is surprising that some of the Muslim League members of Bengal — I am 
not speaking of the Muslim League members of other provinces — are at this 
very moment urging in the Central Legislature like us for the removal of 
such controls, and i)erhayxs controls over consumers’ goods might be revoked. 

I do not know what would be the attitude of the Hon’ble Minister wdio is 
the leader of the League party here in regard to them. Besides, Sir, when 
goods are controlled in the interest of the public and for equitable distri- 
bution, why should there be the necessity of controlling the production of 
such commodities in the province when there are persons who are willing 
to and who are now in a position to produce such goods in such quantities 
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as to be able to supply to the public more of such goods and at a far cheaper 
and reasonable rate too. There are many consumers’ goods which are being 
produced in this country or being imported and some ot‘ them are already 
surpluses. So why this control*^ Take for instaut'e tlie fountain pens 
which one can get in abundance in the markets. Watches and clocks are 
being sold at a higher rate and if controls are removed these will be cheaper 
and available to all. I am not so much interested about refrigerators. 
These can be controlled in order to conserve the dollar I’elease. But things 
like plastics and bakelite can be produced here and control over such 
materials or their raw materials should be withdiawn forthwith, (.’ontrol 
should also be withdrawn from ferrous articles, copper, brass, aluminium 
and other materials which are very necessary for our daily use. There have 
been many latest scientific discoveries in the field of plastics which if made 
available to us in Bengal would come to our much relief. 

Then there is the question of coconut oil. You cannot get it in the 
market. Now, Sir, time has come when the Hon’ble Minister should I'cview 
all such cases where the control should be withdrawn much to oui‘ advantage. 
If he repeals drugs control and consumers’ goods control Irom tlie o])eiation 
of this Bill he will be doing a service both to the Hindus and the Muslims 
alike in this province. By these (‘ontrols only sucli ]>eisons who are at the, 
helm of affairs are being benefited. They have been fortunate in getting 
the permits at the ver\ beginning and since then they are manii)iilating 
everything. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 gave an undertaking 
in another place w hicli I am glad to nqieat in this House that these Acts 
will be repealed as soon as the commodities come out to tin* maikiH. We 
do not want to control them permanently but there is no doubt about it that 
the consumer goods are in short su])ply at ])res(‘nt and nti far :cs the future 
is concerned the prospects of the continuance of su})])ly of consumer goods 
are somewhat dark. At the same time. Sir, we are examining the ])osition 
of each article in the Schedule and I would like to assure this House that 
as soon as we find that the goods are in the market control will be with- 
drawn but it is necessary liowever that (jov(‘rnment should keep to itself 
the power to control these goods for feai' of shorter supply. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Help production here; we shall be* thankful. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, order. The (juestion befon* the House is 
that in ’the schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — “J94t) 
VII — The Bengal (’onsumer (Tootbs (Vintrol Ordinance, 194(i.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I move that in 
the schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely; — 

“1946 YIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946.” 

Sir, this is another machme tor terrorising the ])eople of Dacca. We 
often hear the theatrical utterances of some of the Minister^ including the 
Chief Minister that in this jirovince the majority community should protect 
the minorities. We have seen, Sir, the (Ireat (’alcutta Killing following 
the Direct Action Day Eatwa. We have seen the atrocities perpetrated in 
Noakhali by the majority community. These actions have drawn the atten- 
tion of the whole world. Hence they \\n\e changed tiieir tactics so that 
they can oppress the minority community in a way that people may be given 
to understand that the Government is proceeding in a legal way. We have 
got suspicion in our minds that this Ordinance has been designed to oppress 
the minority community. This suspicion is strengtliened by the action of 
the Ministry as they have withdrawn the Noakhali and Tippera Area 
Security Ordinance,* 1946. You know, Sir, the culprits in the Noakhali 
outrages belong to the majority community. 
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Already the agents provocateurs have been let loose. You have seen 
in the papers that some sergeants belaboured some Hindu boys who refused 
to shout Pakistan Ziridabad at their request. These servants of the Govern- 
ment are required to keep law and order, yet they have been behaving in 
an uncivilised way. It is reported that already a list of 150 persons has 
been prepared to bring them within the mischief of this Ordinance. These 
persons belong to the minority community and they are doing there admir- 
able work to keep peace and harmony. 

This is the picture of the Government we have been asked to co-operate 
with. The League Ministers wanL co-operation with daggers under their 
sleeves. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

'‘1946 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 194(J.” 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the motion which 
has been moved by my friend Mr. Maitra. It will appear, Sir, from section 
4 of this Ordinance that the District Magistrate of Dacca has been made all 
powerful. It is stated. Sir, that “whenever, after a state of emergency is 
declared under section 3 to exist in the Dacca Area, and the District 
Magistrate is satisfied that any person within the Dacca Aiea is committing 
or has committed or is likely to commit or is assisting or abetting the com- 
mission of a non-bailable offence against :niy juuson or property, or the 
offence of criminal ijitimidation, or any offence involving a breach of the 
peace so as to be a (hing’d' to or cause or bi* likely to cause alarm to the 
inhabitants of the Dacca Area or any section theieof, the Distiict Magistrate 
may, subject to the control of the Provincial Governnumt, by written order 
direct such person to remove himself from the Dacca Area within such time 
and by such route as may l)e s])ecified in the Order and not to return thereto 
for a period (not exceeding one year) to be specified in tlie order without 
the written permission of the District Magistrate”. 

Now' Sir, if all that we liear is true, then it must be an extraordinary 
thing giving the District Magistrate such wide powers ovcu’ tlie minority 
community. My friend Mr. Hemendra Nath Das who is a member return- 
ed from Dacca is not here today. lie is a resident of Dacca, all that we 
gathered from him is that the situation is extremely horrifying. Apparently 
the majority community could not cow down the minority community in 
Dacca; it proved itself brave enough to withstand any attack upon them by 
the majority conimunity and many young men whose names have been listed 
will be deported to outside Bengal. If action is taken against those persons 
then the situation from their point of view would be horrible. Not only 
will the minority community ])e deprived of the services of these young men 
but at the same time many families will have to go without their wage- 
eainers and as a matter of fact many families will have to be on the famine 
list, so to say. That is the situation, Sir. Of course relief is provided from 
the District Magistrate’s order in the shape of an appeal to the Provincial 
Government. But of what avail an appeal will be in face of the order of 
the District Magistrate.^ The District Magistrate ivill insist that he is a 
danger to society and should be removed from the Dacca area. I think 
therefore that there is very little chance of relief even if an appeal is filed 
before the Provincial Government inasmuch as the order of the District 
Magistrate (that will, of course, be submitted to the Provincial Govern- 
ment according to the provisions of the ordinance, ) will be considered 
sufficient. So that, practically everything that the District Magistrate will 
do will remain the final order. Then, all that is provided for as relief to 
persons who are deported outside Bengal is that if the Magistrate is satisfied 
that the person is a Bengalee and that the allegations against him are true, 
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then all that the Magistrate can do is that though deported out of 
Bengal, he can return to and remain in any part of Bengal but outside the 
Dacca area. But in that case his chance of earning his livelihood will be 
gone. Taking all these facts into consideration and also the fact that tlie 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has got in his hands now the Public Security 
Ordinance, a handy weapon in his hand, he should be pleased to take out 
this Ordinance at least from the list in the Bill. With these words I support 
the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: But as far as Dacca is con- 
cerned, until the situation there improves — and we have got to watch the 
improvement for a number of years — we have got to keep the Dacca Act 
on. I am not quite certain to wliich community the honourable member 
was referring when he spoke of the majority community in Dacca — when 
I say this I am not speaking of the Dacca district but in the Dacca town 
itself — in the town itself the Hindus happen to be a majority community 
and I do not wish at this stage to say anything as to who^ has been 
responsible for the riots or recrudescences from time to time. Sutlice it to 
say this that so far as the Government is concerned it looks with an eijual 
eye irrespective of minority or majority community and treat them (‘xactly 
in the same way. The District Magistrate is tlie person on the spot who 
knows who should be removed. AVhenever tlnne is a (‘ommunal disturbance 
there is a general outcry that goondas should be ana'stcd : tliey should b«^ 
detaini'd, they should lie removed, exti'rned; but when time jiasses every- 
body seems to forget about it and sa>.s that action taken in r(‘s])cct thereof 
is liable to cause hardship to the ]»ersons against whom steps au* taken. 
The puiqiose of this Act is that ])ersonN who fonnmt distnr])ances and have 
been responsible therefor and are liehind the various incidents of minders 
and ai'son, should b(‘ rennived from that ari'a so that others could not be 
eneoinaged to carry on. I hope that in these circumstanc(‘s the honourable 
member will not ])ress his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The (|ue stion before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1940 AHIT — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1940”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: 1 beg to move that in the schedule of 
the Bill, after the line “1940 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 
1940”, the following be added, namely, — 

“1940 IX — The Noakhali .nnl Ti])pera Enn*rgency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946.” 

Sir, the reason for this addition in the schedule of ordinance is that this 
Harvesting Ordinance was originally in the schedule but although other 
ordinances have been kept in it and are being put into law this Noakhali 
and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Oidinance has b(‘en removed fiom the 
list because it afiects the Muslims. On the one hand Government is insist- 
ing upon all the other ordinances being continued and on the other this 
Ordinance which is a very important ordinance has been removed from the 
list in view of the fact that the Muslim Leaguers do not want it. Sir the 
position of Noakhali is the same as it was before. It has not changed much, 
and though there is some change still it is a fact that those who came out 
of the district leaving their hearths and homes at the time of the riot have 
not been able to return to their homes. Thf*v are by circumstances forced 
to go there. They are asked by the Government to go there but the position 
there is still such that it is impossible for them to stay. I know of various 
cases where the persons avIio had gone there had to come back again. I 
do not blame any body or the Government. I am just saying that the posi- 
tion there is such that they cannot go there and live there peacefully. 
therefore need these harvests and other things and Government should 
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therefore insert this Ordinance in the Bill, The people want their paddy, 
rice and other foodgrains hut they are unable to bring- them from those 
places. Supervising Officers have been appointed and if you remove them 
now the villagers will not be able to relate their grievance# and get them 
redressed. In the absence of these officers they do not know where to go, 
whom to approach, how to carry on litigation and other things. I would 
urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to liave this Ordinance included in the list 
of the schedules of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
after the line ‘^1946 Till — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 194G”, the 
following be added, namely: — 

“1946 IX — The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the reason why this 
Ordinance has not been inserted is that there is now no nect‘ssity for this 
Ordinance. The honoui-ahle member has slated that the position has not 
changed since ihe Oidinance was ])romu]gated. It has indeed changed and 
the harvesting has already finished and Ihis Oidinance was for the purpose 
of seeing that the harvests of the Hindus who had left the locality are not 
misappropriated by others. Indeed it is a matter of congratulation that 
after the Ordinance was iiromiilgated steps were immediately taken by the 
Hindus whose harvests were on the fields to take the local people including 
their Muslim friends and the harvesting was mostly done in harmony and 
in co-operation with t he Muslims and wJiere it was necessary for the Govern- 
ment to step in, did Government sti‘j) in to look after tlie interests of tin* 
peo])Ie who had left the areas. I liope, iSii“, the situation in Noakhali and 
Tippera will continue to improve ami it will not be necessary to continue 
this Ordinance or in fact any other Ordinance for any length of time. 1 
can assure the House that if such a situaticin arises in future st(‘ps will be 
taken to jirotect the interesst of the persons who might be affected by any 
other communal disturbance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Or<ler, order. Tiie question before the House is 
that in the schedule of the Bill, after the line “1946 Till — The Dacca Area 
Security Ordinance, 1946.”, the following be added, namely: — 

“H)4() IX — The Noakhali and Tipptuu Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
J946”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, i move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, after tlie line “1946 VIII — The Dacca Area Secuiity Ordinance, 1946”, 
the following be added, namely: — 

“1946 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, we have just heard from the Chief Minister, when he was referring 
to the Dacca Area Security Ordinance, that still such communal tension 
exists in that part. Sir, he lias just mentioned that in Noakhali and 
Tippera the situation has eased but it has not come under control fully 
still now. Probably the Chief Minister might be getting various complaints 
from various quarters and we also know that still the people fear to go there 
and the people of the place I mean the minority community of the place I 
mean those who have returned there are still afraid of the opposite community. 
Sir, I would mention just one thing, a letter which we got only yesterday 
from one of the persons engaged in relief work on behalf of the Congress 
stating that in various places wherever the Hindus have gone back to live 
and they want to purchase something from any shop the shopkeeper insists 
on certain subscription for the Muslim National Guard and if that is not 
paid the shopkeepers of the opposite community refuse to sell them any 
tj^nnds refuse to sell anvthinv to the non-Muslims. That such a situation 
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still exists there can be no doubt about it. So still there are the various 
organisations and even Mahatma Gandhi was working very hard at that 
place to bring about communal harmony. But until and unless you lyive 
certain laws for the protection and safeguarding of the life and property of 
the people, until the people are assured tliat really you will take drastic 
steps against the wrong doers and the people are assured that they are safe 
in the hands of the Government or in the hands of the local people there, 
you cannot say that the situation is completely under control and has eased. 
Sir, the situation no doubt has somewhat eased from what it was at the 
beginning but, Sir, still there are doubts in the minds of persons. This 
ordinance which is sought to be reinstated will really be helpful in bringing 
the two communities together and in at least giving lelief to the Hindus, 
will allay the fear in the minds of these Hindu people who came away leav- 
ing their homes and everything behind Avhen there was the ri()t, Avill give 
them the impression that still the Government is trying to hel]i them so that 
no further incidents might hai)pen. I would appeal to the Chief Minister 
to see that such measures as are in the Ordinance should continue 
so that the people might feel secure. Still, Sir, avc find in the paptu's that 
a large number of persons go round even to the police stations, even to the 
Government officers and are trying to snatch away the ])eople who Avere 
arrested for certain Avrong acts. Sir, if this thing continues, can you say 
that the peoph' Avho came out of the placi* can feel secure to go back and 
to rehabilitate. If you reallA and sincerely feel that the peo])le should go 
back to their places, should go back to their places in Noakhali ami Tippera 
and rehabilitate you should do something; it is your duty to do something 
to bring to the mind of the ])eople that they are safe and thati the peo])le 
of both the communities may liAa* in harmony. 1 would re(juest arid urge 
upon the Government to really take up the matter in hand to see that not 
only in Tip})era and Noakhali l)ut throughout Bengal ])eo])le njay live in 
peace and rehabilitate together in spite of the community to which they 
belong. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
after the line “194(> YITJ — The Dacca Area Security Oj'dinanca*, ll)4t>”, the 
following be added, namely: — 

^‘1940 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Grdinance, ]94G’\ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to su]>])ort the motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Nahar. Sir, an ounce of fact is Avorth a ton of fiction. 
The Hon’ble Mr. SuhraAvardy was telling this House Avhih* speaking on the 
Dacca Area Security Ordinance, i94G, that in dealing Avith the ordinance in 
accordance Avith its provisions bovernment Avould see to it that even-hande^l 
justice Avas being done and that everything Avill go on well if he found that’ 
there was no emergency in Dacca. Noav, Sir, in the list of schedules, this 
Noakhali and South Tipjiera Disturbances Ordinance found a place. No 
explanation has been given as to Avhy these tAvo ordinances have been taken 
out of the list. 'I therefore say that tliis Government is amenable to the 
influence only of his oAvn ])arty, namely, the Muslim Leiigiie; otherwise 
there AA’Ould have been no ground AvhatsoeAer for taking them out Avhen 
there was the Dacca Area Security Ordinance and when there Avas also the 
Public Security Ordinance, 194G, at his disposal besides all the other 
ordinances affecting the ciAul rights of the people. Sir, Noakhali and 
Tippera have draAvii the attention of the whole world, so niuch so that the 
greatest man in the world today had to go over to Noakhali to establish peace 
between the Hindus and the Muslims and stayed there for over three months. 
During this period it is only by his efforts that the tAvo communities have 
been brought nearer, and closer to each other and the situation has improved 
but it has not improved to such an extent that the anxiety of all reasonable 
and impartial men can be said to have disappeared. In fact, Mahatma 
Gandhi intends to come back to Noakhali after he finishes his tour in Bihar. 
There are several workers there who have come from outside Bengal, 



340 


BEN. ORD. TEMPY. ENACT. BILL. [13th March, 


namely, from the Bombay side who were working during the past three 
months in those areas. According to the reports of Mr. Thakkar and 
Mrs. Kripalani the wife of the (ongress President, we know that the 
situation has not eased, though it has improved. In fart, quite recently 
certain events happened wliich leave no doubt in our minds that the place 
is still passing through a dangerous time. Ouly the other day, a party of 
police officers went over to round up and arrest a goonda, a criminal, but 
at once a large body of Muslims turned up and facing the police prevented 
them from arresting the goonda. A constable was seriously injured in the 
affray. The police had to fire and the inan wanted was shot dead and all 
this is a fact. There was a cas(‘ of abduction close to Chandpur, where a 
woman has been claimed as a Muslim but she has been handed over to the 
other side, and there is a struggle going on between the two sides. There 
w'as another abduction of a woman. She had been removed to Agartala 
and even there some men appeared from Noakhali to claim her. We have 
also known of incidents of arson taking place in certain parts of south 
Tippera. In Noakhali, loot is still going on although not to the extent it 
was previously. Surely condition of Noakhali and South Tippera is such 
that no impartial Government would have taken away this Ordinance from 
the schedule. The fact that this ordinance has been taken away shows that 
the Government which is a part of the Muslim League has yielded to the 
outciy of the Muslim League Party in Bengal and therefore when the 
political opponents of the Muslim League is in danger are they far wrong 
when owing to nationality of the Government the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance is retained? The ITon’ble Ohief Minister said sometime ago 
that Government look with equality both Hindus and Muslims. If that is 
so then as he has included the Dacca Area Security Ordinance in the list, 
he should have also included within the fold of the scliedule the Noakhali 
and Tippera Security Ordinance, With these words I support the amend- 
ment of my friend Mr. Nahar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not want to make 
a debating point out of it. But I would like to remind the honourable 
member that they should realise that Government have enough powers in 

hand under the Bengal Si)ecial ]h)wers Ordinanc'e to meet the situation 

(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Why then continue the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance?). They might well ask that it Government have these powers 
in hand why should they have the Dacca Area Security Ordinance. But I 
have already inade it quite clear that these special powers Ordinances or 
powers taken under them will not remain on the Statute for a long time 
whereas the Dacca Area Security Ordinance may have to be kept for years 
to come. So far as Tippera and Noakhali are concerned, as I have "said, 
if any person or persons have to be externed from that area they can be 
dealt with under the Special Powers Ordinance. The reason why the 
Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Ordinance has not been included in the 
schedule is that the situation in these places has eased and except one or 
two sporadic instances nothing has taken place and I hope that nothing 
will take place in future; and I can assure the House that if they are 
apprehensive that by withdrawing this Ordinance there would be no power 
to deal with miscreants they are not justified. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, after the line “1946 YIII — The Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance, 1946”, (the following be added, namely: — 

“1946 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 12. 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Das 
Mr. Bankfm Chandra Dutta 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 


Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish 
Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 
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Rat Bahadur aogendra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 


Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 25. 


Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed 
Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid 
Choudhury 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossain 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque 

Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul LatifT 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukher]ea 

Khan Bahadur Mukhiesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Taufiq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahlduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


The Ayes being 12 and the Noes 2o the amendment was lost. 

Mr, IBIJOY SINGH NAHAR! Sir, I move that in tlie scdiedule of the 
Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1947 I — The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947.” 


Sir, this Ordinance relates to C'alciitta. It gives power, certain powers, 
for the speedy trial of those olfenders who did some mischief dui’ing the 
period 15t]i of August to 3i)th of September, 194(1. Sir, may I know from 
the Government how many persons have beam arrested under this ordinance? 
We know of peisons who were arrested for doing miscliief in the city of 
Calcutta in those days and who are being released by the court for want of 
evidence as we find it. There are many arrests, both Hindu and Muslim; 
they are being placed before the court but they are released for want of 
evidence. We do not know why the Government propose to have this 
Bengal (himinai J^aw Amendment Ordinance still in forca*. Fop trials it 
contemplates to have a special bench of two judges only without any jury. 
Sir, if there is any person guilty of serious charge he should be trie<l in an 
open court of law but not in an arbitrary way as lias ])een suggested in this, 
it is suggested that this is only tor the speedy trial of offenders. But, Sir, 
months have passed. Yet we have not found that any such speedy trial 
has taken place or any such proceedings have been drawn up before the 
court. As I have mentioned, we have also seen the reports in the papers — 
and so far as I myself have emj aired into the mattei’ I hav«‘ found — that 
such persons are being placed before the Clhief Bresidency Magistrate or the 
Additional C'hief Presidency Magistrate but they are let lof)se as the Govcuai 
nient cannot produce any evidenc(‘ against them. Sir, I do not know 
whether any such special circumstances still exist or whether tin* Govern- 
ment still thinks that this ordinance will ensure speedy trial. Months have 
passed but we have not seen any sample of any speedy triiil by this Ordinance. 
Sir, there is another aspect in this clause to which I object. If you look 
to clause 9(-2) of the Ordinance it will be found that there is a proviso to 
the effect that there would be no adjournment of the case. Sir, in many 
cases parties would themselves like to have adjournments but this Ordinance 
wants to take away that right of the parties for having adjournments in 
some reasonable grounds even. AVe find that in this city of (alcutia goondas 
and those persons who were doing the mischief really were not arrested; 
they are still at large and I do not think Government will ever propose to 
arrest them. I do not mean or refer to members of any particular community 
either Hindu or Muslim goondas who really did much mischief in the city 
of Calcutta for their own advantage and not for any political aim, by looling 
and arson, etc., these men are stlil at large, and we have not oven founrl 
that they have been even prosecuted under this Ordinance. This Ordinance 
was promulgated on the 18th January and I find that although two months 
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have passefl yet none of these goondas have beeiji arrested pr put under trial 
for speedy trial under this Ordinance. With these words I move that this 
Ordinance be excluded from the schedule. 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of ^he Bill, 
the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1947 I — The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947’L 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support ihe amendment 
that the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947, be deleted from 
the schedule to this Bill. Sir, this Ordinance is (.)rdinance I of 1947. I 
can show from this Ordinance that Oovernment really think that as a matter 
of fact this law is very drastic, and because it is drastic therefore tliev did 
not consider it safe to bring witliin its o])erati()n the communal disturbance 
cases which have cropped up in Noakhali and Soulh Tippera. They also 
know that it was the majority community in those two disiricts that 
commilted oppression on the minority community and as they know that the 
accused are all Muslims th(‘y do not like that th(‘ Muhammadans should be 
tried under such a drastic law as Ordinanc(‘ No. I of 19^17. Tliey are finther 
aware that if they make this law apj)licable to the cases which have aris(‘n 
in those two areas, then their (/uddi wotild not 1)(‘ vorth a day t*ven and the 
Muslim League would follow them and hound them out of office. It is 
therefore for that reason and that reason alone that th(\v have not incluiled 
Noakhali and South Tippera within the provisions of this Ordinance, and 
have confined them to tlie Presidency town of Calcutta, and the districts of 
24-Parganas jind Howrah. They could have easily included Noakhali and 
South Tip])era in respect of the communal dislurbama* ea.yes. As T have been 
])ointed out by Mr. Nahai* the provisions of this Ordinance are very drastic 
indeed; where a special bench is to be constituted whenevm’ there is a 
difference between two judges the ojiinion of the* scmioi* will ])revail but 
when they differ as to conviction or sentence the matter will have to be 
referred to the High ('oiirt and everything v ill be finished there. Then, 
again, they have also made special rules about evidence. In fact, the 
Evidence Act has been really suspended as in clause S, Avhich says “Not- 
withstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, when 
the statement of any jierson has been recorded by any Magistrate, such 
statement may be admitted in evidenc(‘ in any trial under this Ordinance, 
if such person is dead oi- cannof. be found or is incapable of giving evidence 
and the Court is of opinion that such death, disappearance oi- inca])acity has 
been caused with the intention of interfering with the course of justice’' 
and the procedure under this Ordinance has been found controversial. In 
section 7 it is mentioned — “in so far as they relate to trials before a High 
Court by jury, or before a Court of vSession by jury or with the aid of 
assessors shall not apply to trials under this Ordinance”. So the whole 
thing is drastic from top to bottom. However heinous the offence is, if the 
oft’enders oj‘ criminals in Noakhali and South Tippera escape the rigours of 
a law like this, I do not understand why offenders or criminals in Calcutta, 
Howrah or 24-Parganas shoidd not get the benefit of trial according to the 
ordinary law of the land and get the benefit like the Noakhali and South 
Tippera offenders and criminals. With these words I support the motion 
of my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : Sir, I support the 
amendment. So long. Sir, we have been dealing with control of foodstuff, 
consumers goods and other things and w^e find that the result of the control 
imposed by the present Government is black-marketing and corruption. 
Now’, Sir, so far as this Ordinance is concerned, in my opinion the ordinary 
law is quite sufficient for trial of these offences. It is no use taking awmy 
the right of the people to be tried by jury under the ordinary law’. You 
cannot say that every one who is put on trial is guilty, particularly w’here 
people are apprehended on suspicion without any evidence, or where people 
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are falsely implicated. There are such cases not only in ('alcutda or 
24-Parp:aPas but there are such cases in Noakhali iftul South Tippera. So 
if you decide for one torin of j\istice in ('alcutta or 24-Par^’anas and another 
form of justice for Xo;ikhali ^lh])])era we niiist liave fc'elino- that there is 
some reason for this. So 1 submit that (iovernment ou^ht not to make any 
distinction between aieas as rej^-ards the dispensation of justice. AVith these 
words I siip]U)rt the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, If L limy taki‘ the 
speeches seriatim, 1 do not know exactly what to reiily to the ar}.;u]nents 
of Mr. Xahar becaus(‘ in his speech he has actually sU]ijK)rt(‘d the Onlinance 
and desiied that tin* Ordinance should be put into ojieration as soon as 
jiossible. He made a grievance ot the fact that the (ourts haM‘ not yet 
startl'd lakiny eoo-nisanee ol the easi's. Mr. Das stated that this is a very 
rigorous law. But I do not think it is ligorous. It is made really to 
ensure safety and fair trial for the aceusini. Jury trials and tlu^ ordinary 
procedui-e are vi'iy iirotraeted and often t'noiigh the persons vho are trii'd 
under ordinar\ ]U'ocedure suffer hundred deaths ludore they aie convicted. 
Jt is also known that coininunal tension is high at tlie ]>i‘es('nt inomi'iit and 
we alt have exjierience of cases under sections otio and Jit! and that the jury 
111 all th('s(' eases divide on eomnuinal linc''. Iherefoie it uill he much 
fairer to tin' accused it the trial is hi'ld b> traiiu'd judges who would judge 
till' value of the evidence ])ro])erl_\ . All. Das has made reference about 
Noakhali and Ti])]»era and wanted to know why this (Irdinance has not bet'ii 
hiought in the Bill. Now, Sii , 1 am glad to find a change in tin' attitude 
the\ ha\e now' taken as the\ seem now to think that such (trdinances do 
jicrtorm a salutars dut\ and in f.ict the last anu'ndment shows that the 
honourabh' membt'rs ojiposite aie beginning to a})])reciate these Ordinances, 
We shall, Sir, coiisiih'r whether the Ordinance regarding Noakhali and 
Jh])])c!‘a on the same lines will not lx* usi'iul. The case ot Noakhali and 
Tipjieia and tliat of Calcutta and its sui*rounding areas aie not the same. 
Hound about Calcutta we have o.tlOO deaths, and wholesale murder and arson 
in many jilaces wheri'as in Noakhali and J i])pei‘a the deaths are not moi’e 
than 182. You cannot com])are these two ca.ses. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tin* question biTbie tlie House is that in the 
schedule ot the Bill, the following be deli'ted, namely: — 

“1947 I —The Bi'iigal (hiniinal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947”. 

The motion w'as juit and lost. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the schedule 
of the Bill, the tollowiiig lie deleted, namely: — 

“1947 III — The Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1917.” 

Sir, tliis Ordinance w'as jiromulgated in Bengal in a [leculiar fashion. 
The Legislatuie was going to meet on the ord Ft'hruary, 1947, and this 
Oidinancc was promulgated on the 2nd Febiuary, onl> one da\ hetore the 
meeting. This is an unusual piocedure in the histor\ of the Legislature. 
Sir, the Oovernnient knew that the lA‘gislatiire was going to meet from 
the drd February and I do not know' what w'as the hurry that just one day 
befoie the meeting ot the Legislature this Ordinance was ])romulgated . 
Sir, the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force was created during the w'ar period to 
do some esst'iitial service. There is no W'ar now and theie is no emergency. 
In clause 4 the duties of the ('ivil Pioneei Force have been mentioned. 
“It shall be the duty ot the ('ivil Iboneer Force and of the persons enrolled 
theri'in as and when required b> the Pro\incial (rovi'rnment, or by an 
authority authorised in this behalf by the Piovincial Oovernment, for 
maintaining supplies and services essential to the life of the community, 
(a) to carry out the con.struction or demolition of buildings, the clear- 
ing of debris, the salvage of property and the rescue ot human 
beings ” 
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Ah if this Onliniince was so very necessary on the 2nd February. We do 
not know what were ffie circumstances when clearing of debris, salvage of 
j)roj)erty and rescuing of human beings were required. I do not kf^ow why 
it IS necessary to keep this still on the Statute Book of the (lovernment 
and why it is still necessary to maintain this pioneer force. Do they 
anticipate any war in the near future? Do tliey anticipate any invasion 
from outside upon our jiiovince, uiion this city of Calcutta from anywhere? 
Let them siieak out plainly so tliat the people may know what ' is their 
position and whether they are going to face a war again? For our part we 
do not know of any such thing at pn^sent and we do not apjireheiid any 
such war in the near future. There is no (juestion of wai' oi‘ salvage of 
propi'rty or of rc'scuing human beings from out of those d(‘bris(‘s. They 
were maintained for th(‘ }>ur])ose of carrying on constructional work on roads 
and buildings, to load and unload transjiort vehichvs, etc., etc. Tlu'se were 
done during the period of tin* war foi- war emergency, to maintain this as 
a military unit, and they were jiractically siipphuntmting the work of the 
military. Sir, now those works have vanished, those duties are no longer 
required to be ])erform(‘d by this pioneer force. 1 do not know what is the 
idea behind the (Jovernment to maintain this foi'ce. Is it their isea that 
they do not want to discharge these men from duty and so want to feed 
them out of th(‘ (lovernment Exchequer or they have any other motive 
behind the maintenance of this pioneer force. Do they want them to be 
utilised as military? If they want to do so let thimi alisorb them in their 
military unit but don’t you hav(‘ any pioneer force under this Ordinance. 
You have the jiower to oi-ganise your military; ,\ou have your power to 
organise any other units like this but not a Civil Pioneer Force which was 
maintained and is still being maintained at such an extravagant expense 
out of the Government Excluniuer. Sir, a vtuy curious thing is also 
mentioned in section 11 — “Any person (mrolled who begins, excitixs, causes 
or conspires with any other pcuson to cause, or joins in an> mutinv”. "What 
is the mutiny about? Do um appndieud any mutiny? If so, what is the 
mutiny? Mutiny is war against any foreign (tovi'rnmmit. Now there is 
no such thing which \vv can call a, mutiny. If the fbitish Government were 
here in office they mighi have thought tliat an\ da.\ the Indians might rise 
in revolt and there may be a mutiny as against tlnui own. flut when we 
have the Gov(‘rnni(*nt of the jieople, by the ])eoi)le and for the ])eople here, 
where is the cpiestion of any nlutin^ ? Jbobably the makers of this 
Ordinance have not cared to read between the limvs th(‘ provisions and they 
have simply cotiied out all the old sections that were promulgated by the 
then India Government just to maintain their own military and all these 
things for the conduct of the war. 

Sir, there are other provisions such as summary trial. We do not want 
any summary trial anywhere. The people who are charged with any 
offence should be tried in a public court of law and justice done. We know 
what summary trial is ; we know’ the mockery of these summary trials ; they 
are held more or less in camera and justice is never done. The judges or 
the gentlemen w'ho try these cases they go by records that are placed before 
them only on behalf of the prosecuting party. Practically they give no 
chance to the other side; they do not hear the defenders in the suit. Such 
a summary trial is no longer required. Sir, another powder has been given 
to the police officer wdiich is most dangerous. In section 22, sub-section (2), 
“any police officer may arrest without warrant any person reasonably 
believed by him to be an enrolled person who has deserted his unit”, etc. 
A police officer may have a grudge against a person and he may arrest him 
on a charge that probably he was enrolled in some unit, in the pioneer force, 
and he had deserted it. Without any definite idea whether such a person 
was really enrolled in the pioneer force and that he had deserted it he 
would be arrested. The officer w*ould harass him and in placing him 
before a higher officer he w’ould try his best to prove to the satisfaction of 
that higher officer that he was enrolled but had deserted, though that might 
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not kave^een a fact. To entrust such poAver to a police officer is a very 
dangerous power that has been given under this Ordinance. I would again 
say that there is no necessity any longer for any pioneer force and the 
Provincial Government should not make any such Ordinance. I do not 
know if these very persons are any favourites of the Ministry or of some 
powerful men' in the province but they should be discharg(‘d here and now 
and this Ordinance be AvithdraAvn from this Bill so that no further expenses 
will have to be incurred for the maintenance of a force of men like this fiaun 
the public exche((uer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill 
the following he deleted, namely: — 

“1947 III — The Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947”. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before this item is disposed of may 
I make a request to you that members of my party may go home for luncheon 
and come back for the next sitting 

Mr, PRESIDENT: At what time? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: They will come back at 2-10 p.m. 
They havt‘ come without taking any food. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: No, let us continue sitting. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You need not worry; we shall finish the 
Bill today, as you want. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know. Sir, if the 
honourable members wish to finish the Bill now; if so, I shall be deeply 
gi’ateful, and tlien after adjournment come back alter 2-1 o p.m. for further 
business. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID; Why not meet again at l-4o p.m. today? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, no. That cannot be at least not 
today. May be from Monday. After 2-lo p.m. theit* Avill b(' the third 
reading of this Bill and sj)e(H*hes will be deliveied on that occasion tiom 
this side of tin* House, And particularly I may ini'oiin th(‘ Hou'ble the 
Chief Minister that he Avill he expected to reply to the points rais(*d by us 
regarding the Publi(j SecuriU Ordinance, and that I think will tak(‘ some 
time, for we are very anxious to knoAV the views of the Chief Minister Avith 
regard to his political opponents. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; May I suggest that we finish 
the amendments at least noAv and the third reading and adjourn till 2-15? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, we can't agree to that, as I have 
already intimated to the chair. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Besides, there arc many other speakers 
on the Pioneer Force Ordinance. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May I suggest that aa^c finish all the amendnicnts 
noAV and adjourn and return for the third reading at 2-15? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That Avill be quite alright. I take it that there are 
no .speakers on this motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the Civil Pioneer Force 
has been extremely useful in maintaining supplies, and, generally speaking, 
whenever it has been found difficult to recruit local labour, it lia.s stepped 
in and proved its utility. This is a force founded on military line.s and 
under discipline akin to military discipline and consequently the provisions 
of this Ordinance are on lines that are applicable to military units. That 
is the reason why some of these provisions may appear somewhat drastic 
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if applied to ordinary labour units. We do not know exactly hew thing^s 
are ^^•oin^>• to shape. There are disturbances in the offin^^ which I hope, 
however, will melt away and will not assume any serious shape, but we 
do not wish to odve away an instrument in our hand which can be utilised 
in order to keep supplies f’‘oinf>‘ and the life of the community flowinpf. I 
think, Sir, a time may come — I hope it will not come — when the members 
opposite will a])j)ieciat(‘ the fact tliat we havt* been able to continue the 
Civil Pioneer roic(* Ordinance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (]ueslion b(‘foi(‘ the House is that in the 
schednh^ ot the Bill the following be debated, naniel,\ : — 

“n)47 III The Bengal Civil IboiUHO- Force Oidinanc(‘, U)47.” 

Th(' motion was ])iit and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pie stion before' tin' House is that clause 2 
stand ])art of the Bill. 

Th(‘ mot ion was i)ut and alien'd to. 

Th(‘ (]UCstion bi'tore tJu' Hoime is that the Title and Pi'canibh' bt* added 
b. the Bill. 

Th(' motion vas put .ind atjK'i'd to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We may adjourn now ami sit ayain al 2-1”) p.m. 
to(la_N . 

The fVmneil tlnm adjourned till 2-10 j).m. 

r.1//rr (1(1 joKni (iK’ftf . ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I lx n to move that the 
Bill as s(‘ttled in the Council b(‘ pass(‘d. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: l^Iotion mov(‘d that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be passed. 

Rai Bahadur JOG EN DR A NATH RAY: Mr President, Sir, I beo to 
ofipose the Bill. This Bill embodies the provisions of as many as those' 
Ordinances ot a hi^'lily re'pressive character which will aitect most of the 
cherish(‘d civil and political liberties of the citizem. The' Tica^ue Ministry 
of Beno'al has, by its brute majority, rushed this Bill throufili the' Council 
despite stiff resistance of the Op])osition. The Bill has not at all been 
moelifie'd in the lip-lit of the criticisms of its opponents. The' Ministr>^ has 
brushed aside the reepiest that we made on the floor of this House for 
circulation of the* Bill or that it had not the patie'nce to wait tor an examina- 
tion of the pi'ovisions ot the Bill by a Select Committee ot the House, tt 
will emero-n from the Council e'xactly in the form in wliich it has been 
presented. Still we think that we* will fail in our duty if we do not protest 
a<’’ainst this authoritarianism — a menace which must be fought by all lovers 
of (lemocrae'y. 

These poweis n-ivon^ we are afraid, will find ine'vitable expression for 
]>('rs(uial and se'ctional a ^-^-ran disemen t and for suppression of le<^itimate and 
]>oliti('al activities ot the nationalist ors'anisations. It is a matter of 
sui prise that nhen there is enou^di restrictions on the press fresh powers 
aie sou(i‘ht to cripple furtlum the freedom of the press under these Ordinances. 

1 fail to uneh'rstand how the revival of the Civic Guard organisation 
which could not stop communal disturbances in the past will be of any use 
in future. Only the* other day the police fired ii])on innocent students who 
happened to stage a demonstration in supjmrt of the freedom movement for 
Viet Nam under powers of these* ordinances, and the same police, it is said, 
did not or do not say anything while the Muslim National Guards were and 
are marching in the streets of Calcutta in military uniform. The Collective 
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Fines Continuance Ordinance has also been administered in a manner dis- 
criminatory against a particular community. So far as the effectiveness of 
the measure is concerned, it has been disproved by. fhe events that have 
occurred since the promulgation of the ordinances. Mr. Sulirawardy's 
Government has failed to prevent or control any of the cominiina] or economic 
disasters in the Province. It is therefore nothing but a pretence on the 
part of our Hon’ble Chief Minister to ^ay in justification ot the oidinances 
that they are necessary for the niaintenanct* <if law and order in the countiy. 

But, the measure is (*ertain to become law in due couise. Op]>o,sition to 
the bill has been of no avail. Gur cry here will be a mew cry m tlu- wildei- 
ness. However, I shall conclude tins with an a])peal to tlo' iloirble I he 
Chief Minister that he may be jileased to .see that tlu'se ordinaiu'cs may not 
be utilised in a discriniinatory manner and that they may not In* (^Mocised 
arbitrarily nr unnecessai ily . The ]H)lic> of the (ioveiaiment is to deal laiily, 
squarely and justly with all people and theia' should not la* an\ (jiu'slion ol 
discrimination. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I rise to op])o.se tlu‘ jias.sage 
of the Bengal Ordinance.s Temporary Enactment Bill and in doing so I say 
that the da\s of rule by Ordinance are no more. Oialinanct's failed i‘vimi in 
the hands of the might> Biiti.^h (loveiiunent in 1921, in IDdll, lhd2 and 
1942 and in sevcunl other years. The might> British Gov('rnment with a 
mighty machinery behind them could not sto]) any legitimate activity of 
the j)eo])le. Ordinances ari‘ necessary in cases of emergency to meet an 
eineigcmt situation. I do not think any such emergmicy has come at the 
present moment. Bathm- 1 should think that the ordinary bus s ot the land 
art‘ (jiiite sufheient to control any act ol lawlessness it there be any. It is 
a discredit on tin* j)art of any Government to rule by Ordinances. It 
pre-su])])oses that the ])eo])le ai’c not syiiijiathetic toi\ards the govmnment, ; 
j)eo]»le are against the activities of th(‘ (lovernment and as a soi-t of ladalia- 
tion till' Governim'iit has started enacting oi'dinances to control them under 
special poweis, as though, jiractically thei'c is a stati' of wai’. I do not 
think such a stati' exists in Bengal, esjiecially at jiresent. 1die administra- 
tion ot a countri deja'iids upon tin' goodwill of tin* ]K‘o])le, and tlu'rt' miist 
be absolut(‘ harmony between the luler and the ruled. This series of 
Ordinances that are Ix'ing (‘iiacted on the floor of this h'gislature today, if 
thrust iqion tlu* jieojile against their will is surt* to jirodiice very had effects. 
At least the ])eople will not be ([uite hapiiy to be ruled by tlu'se ordinances. 
Sir, this is a time vheii a great iiolitical change is coming over us and 
practically vt' an* going to take ov(‘r tht' absolute administration ot the 
land. Is this the tiim* to control i)eo])le by means of ordinances? I do 
not think it would he a credit on the pait ot tin' jir^'sent ministry to iiress 
for thes(' onlinances by continuing them; lathei the jin'sent Government 
controlled h\ the iiresent Ministr\ should ajqx'al to the peo])Ie and appeal 
to theii' good senst‘ to shoulder tlu' i-es])onsibllity that is coming to them 
ver;\ soon. AVhijijiing is not always good. It may <diastis(‘ naughty boys 
but wbipjiing a nation is always bad. An oj-dinanc(‘ is ('('itainli a sort of 
whipjiing and should be avoided as much as possible and nioie so when it 
concerns a nation. 

Next, with reference to some of the sjiecial jxiwers, I refer to the Bengal 
Special Powers Ordinance, Section 2 of tliis Ordinance di'als v ith defini- 
tions and sub-section defines a, ]irejudicial act and says that 

jirejudicial act means any act which is intended or is likely lo cause dis- 
affection among, or to })rejudice, prt'vent or interfere with the disci])line, 
health or training of, or the jiertormance of their duties b> , ]mblic servants, 
etc. Sir, this is very vague. It means that if any prejudicial act is done 
it should be done in* front of a police-station, .sO that a police oflicer niay 
not injure his health In running about ten or twelve miles to investigate 
a case. It should be done, I mean, a prejudicial act should be done, not 
in the dead of night but in the day time, or at the end of the night. So 
that the police officer after finishing his good sleep at night may comfortably 
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go for the investigation of the prejudicial act; thirdly, it means that no 
prejudicial act should he done in heavy rains Icvst the public servant going 
lor its investigation may injure liis health and this may add to the prejudicial 
act. Even if an act is done which is not prejudicial hut affects the health 
of the public servant it may become prejudicial and that is practically very 
peculiar. So it seems to nj(‘ that any a(*t which comes under this Ordinance 
must not be done in any malarious or nialaria strickeii district or village, 
So that the public servant going for invesligation may catch malaria and 
lose his health. No act ol‘ this nature should be done where there is 
<'])ideiiiic so that a ])iiblic servant going for investigation may lose his health. 
I think the woi-d “heaHh”'has been very unhappily placed and that is why 
a discrimination has betm made in the case of Dacca, and Noakliali and 
Tippera. Dacca is certainly a malarious ])lace wdiero a public servant going 
on investigation may contact malaria and lose his health. So Dacca, comes 
under the jiuiview ot tliis Oi'diuance, wheieas Noakhali and Ihjipera not 
b<‘ing nialaiioiis plai'es have been hdt out becaus(‘ any activities in 
these ])laces may not injure' the health ot a ])ub!ic servant; and f think that 
is why Tipjiera and Noakhali have' b(‘e‘n lett out. Then comes (e/) pie* judicial 
act cause fear oj- alai-m to the ])uhlic or to any st'edion of the public — “To 
cause feuir or alaini to the jiublic” is ver\ wid(\ It rh'pemls ujxui the sweet 
will of the ])ublic servant to determine wlu'ther an ahmu has bee'ii caiisenl 
or not. It is ihere'fore a machinery to hara.ss any and ev(‘r\ ])e‘T'.son or any 
and eveiy association ot jiersous. Tin* word “alaiin” should have* be‘<*n 
defined. Then I e*ome to (c) “])rt'juelicial ae*t to imja*de, elelay or resti’ict 
the means of tianspoit or hx'omeetion, oj* an\ work necessar\ toi‘ the* supply 
or distribution of any e'ssential commexlit^ “. To restrie-t. means e)f transjieirt. 
A party may impede anel elelay, but how e*an it re'st l ict Doe's it mean that 
any act on the pai't of the lailway servants or eui the ])art of the lahourers 
comes under the* puiview' ot prejudie*ial act!^ I do not know whether any 
strikes come under the* prejudicial act. Sti*ike‘s mav cause* le'stiiction e)n 
the means of tramspoi-t ami impede, elelay or restiict distribution e)f any 
essential commoelity. Se) “essential commodity'’ shoulel be ele*fim‘d more 
clearly. It is not e'h'aily de*fine<l. Essential e-ommoelity may lee anything 
or may not be* anything. Then ceemes “prejudicial reiieeit”. Prejudicial 
report me*ans any re'jeeert Avhether true or false. It is used only or rather 
mainly feer war ne'W^s. AVhen the'ie is war in any e*ountr_\ sometimes true 
ne'w\s are not alloweel to be* circulateel because it mav e-ause alarm. But I 
do not think a state of war is prevalent or present in Be*ngal where true news 
should also be sujipi'essed. It any ])e*rson a])pi()ae*he*s or- is in the* ne'iglibour- 
hood of any sue*h building, whate'ver may be his ohje'ct and if a irublic 
se*r“vant thinks that he is there* to cause* elainage* to that building he* can be 
nrre'sted and bT’ought be*te)ri* a court oi law'. It is a ve*ry w'ide ])owei' ami 
in the* hands e)t an unscruimleius jiublie* servant this approach may mean 
anything, this peiwen* may then be a machineiT for harassing good peojrle 
alse), 

(diapter ITT deals with i)ublie safety and order. There is a provisiein 
in this chapte*]’ by w'hich ])ow'ers to require* the assistance of certain per.sons 
have been given. During the w'ar in 1914-18 we heard of special constables 
and now' under this section 13 ])re)vision for spemial constables has been 
made. It says “Any officer ot (Jovernment authorised in this behalf by 
gene'ral or s]H*cial order of the Provincial (xovernment may, within such 
area as may be specified in the order, re(|uire any male person in tlmt ar(*a 

to assist in the maintenance or restoration of law' “ It is ]u*actically 

conscription to be enrolled as special constables. It is a machinery to 
harass respectable per.sons and in fact many respectable persons have been 
harassed in the jiast in this w'ay. Zemindars and business men even as 
old as hO \ears w'ere called upon to be enrolled and that wurs a sort of terror 
to the village people specially of East Bengal. Now', we find that machinery 
has been sought to be given under this Ordinance to the administration 

where unfortunatelv the niiTiiber nf iin«aernnnlnns naranna arA -mn-n-tr 
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Now, about the controls. The control has been a source of trouble to 
many, almost to all. I may cite an instance. The other day I found a 
permit for waterpipes issued in the year 104d and even now the pipes have 
not been supplied and tlie labourers of that place wanted to stage a strike 
for want of water. Such is also the case with cement. One company got 
a permit some six months ago, even now the company has not got it though 
the entire value has been taken away from that company. This cement 
company is a very ros])ectable and reputed firm of Cahntfa. Control is 
thus creating difficulties in the way of the people. The Control has 
unfortunately created the black market and the name “black market” has 
come with the Control. Whenever there is Control there is rise of prices; 
iheri' is scarcity of materials, but all the materials (‘an hv found if ex(’(‘ssive 
pi'i('e< ave ])aid. ^Jliat is tin* difhhoilty of Control. 1 always say, in the 
hands of unscrupulous people, these Conti'ols w'ill be a sort of trouble to the 
peoyile and they do not at all helj). This Control does not help in any way 
the daily life of the yieople. The Chief Ministcu* said that Ordinancu's and 
Coiitiols should continut' because' the su])pl> is v('ry i (‘strict«‘d , tind so wlum 
the su])]dy Is restri(‘t<Ml Control is neci'ssaiy for (‘(yuity of distribution. But 
the r('V('i\s(' is tlu' (‘fleet in jiractice. AVhen(‘\t‘r there' is ('ontrol, eve'u if 
th('r(‘ is less supyily, it beconu's lesse'r still, and a good yiortion of tlu'. 
coTitrolh'd ai'tiede goes somewhe'ie, nobody knows. Th(*y are again returned 
by some unknown channel to the yieoyih' at e'xcessively high yuices and that 
is the difficulty. Taking advantage of this Conti’ol, some hrnis, some yu'oyile 
have bee^onu' inime'nsel^ rich. Those living on fixed ])ay basis, the public 
servants, the yirivate servants and tliose earning fixed pay are juif to great 
hardship on account of this C'onfred. So I think these Control Ordinances 
should not In' allowed to be continued. Tjet normal trade routes Ix' hd't 
0 ])en and if there be any Control it should control the ceiling price of every 
commodity and that ceiling price (‘onti’ol should be rigidly enforced. 
Regarding suyiyily, normal trade eliannels .should be left o]>en. With these 
words I opyiose the passage of the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Kmu'tment 
Bill, 1947. 

Mr. BIREK ROY: 1 rise to op]»os(' tiie ])assag(‘ of this Till I . We have 
heard the Ilon’hle diiet Minister reinaiking that th(*](' is something in the 
otiing lor which sonii' S('eurity Ordinanct' as ('iivisagi'd in this Tionyiorary 
Enactnn'iit Bill is being yiassed. W(' want to have detailt*d information 
from till' Miiiislt-*!. IB' has not exyilained what was in the otiing. Sir, 
after a vei,\ good lunch in a mutual ndmirafion society tlu* Cliii'f Ministi'r 
is dozing. He woke np only when my frii'iid on this siih' hroiiglit up the 
talk of the Avhij) wlieii he was making the eomyiarison of the whip with this 
OrdinaniM's Bill and he was ti(d\led a hit and jotti'd dowui soini'thing to whip 
us with. I would like liim to he a little hit mindful about oui- apyieals 
and on re(iiicsts niadt* in oui speeidies while oyiymsing the Ordinances 

principle. AVe are trving to imyuess (The Hon’hli' Mr. H. S. 

Srii \Hi)Y ; On a joint of jiersoual exjilanation. Sir, 1 say I urn 
listening. T am hound lo listi'ii hut 1 am not hound to see.) A\b‘ have 
hei'Ti for so nian_\ (la\> iinju’essing u])on liim as wi'li as on tlii' othei- side, 

I mean mt'inhers on the (rort'rnmeiit benches, somi' ot wdioin agree with us 
and the\ have givi'ii vent to their feelings in the lobbies and some of the 
European members also wdio do not like that this piovinci' should he ruled 
by such Ordinances. Sir, wv aie of course jdeased to learn, altliougli we 
do not know wlietiii'r the HoiCble Chief Minister will keep his word later, 
that as soon as lu' finds that things havi* comi' to normal these Ordinances 
Tvill be rejiealed or taken away, but wi' find tliat tiieie are two Ordinances 
at least wdiieli are in comjdete contradiction to the state of tilings that 
exist at juesent. The first is tlii' Drug Control Order and the second is the 
Consumers’ Goods Control Order, both of wdiich are letarding the actual 
supply of goods in the market for the ordinary jieople and the common man 
is not at all benefited by them. The Rent Ordinance, it has already been 
accepted by the Chief Minister, will be repealed later. It was not necessary 



to include it in this temporary enactment Bill. But, Sir, what we find 
missing here is that although these unnecessary Ordinances have been 
introduced an^l are being rushed through here, there is nothing lieie which 
will even at this non-emergency period carry on with the normal essential 
life of the community and that is an Ordinance to i)revent strike> or internij)- 
tion of the Essential Services. Here 1 may say that I wanted to elicit 
information on the ])oint of ])rincip]e as to whetlier adjudication is onhued 
in every case when it is found that either the strikes are unreasonable or 
the employers are unrea.sonable, or whoever among the two parties is 
unreasonable, if an adjudication ordered oi- only in some cases, tlu* (iovern- 
ment sim])ly kept quiet. As lor instance, 1 uould like to retei- to the case 
which was l)eing brought liv one of my fiiends hen' but which lu' missed, 
namely, tliat the laboun'is in a (*ertain jdace wi'iit on strike loi tiie sole 
reason of non-supjily of water. Tlu'y could not get watei- because no tube- 
wells could be sunk as ])ermits lor the sup|)ly of piiies had to be obtained 
in the first instance. The ])ermit was obtained in l!)4d but even in the yeai 
1947, -with tin* permit, tin* jiiatmials could not be obtained. LahouierN aie 
of course not vc'ry liteiate jiersons and they did not know what w a> Inqipi n- 
ing in the (lovi'inment ’s chanm'l ol distribution, which is (piite abnoimal. 
But nowdiere in any of tin* Ordinances have the Ooveriimeiit thouglit il tit 
even at tin* ('iid of the enn*rgt*ncy ])eiiod that tin* natural chanm*l ot di^tii- 
bution should he brought into o'pi'ration. In tin* case of tlu' Diiig ( onliol 
Order the natural channel of distribution was advocated not only in this 
House but also in the ci'iitral legislatuu* that it should he liospitab. 
dis])ensari(‘s, doctoi's and i)ati(*nts; iiisti'ad it went lo the slio|)s hi.st and 
then to pi’escrijitions and then to patn'iits. Prescri])! ions weie sold 1)\ vonu* 
of the doctors and medicines thus found tleui way into tin* black iiiaiki*!. 
What was tin* Enforcement Branch doing, Siri^ Nothing. When mu'«taid 
oil was d(‘-controlled from tin* statute* book, bariels of mustaid oil weie 
found in Calcutta; tln*\ surel\ did not conn* Irom unde*! giMiind, irom the 
sewers of Calcutta; they weie in o])eii place's but the* Enfore'eme'iit Brancli 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: HaNc >ou found those 

barrels h 

Mr. BIREN ROY: rnfoitunatel.v , iKil. Hill SI) have many iitliers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Tlien \ou must be ve'ry 
unluckv. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; But as seiem as the* Control was removed niiistarel 
oil is being sold in the market again. What I mean to say is that even 
when there is a C'ontrol eirder, esse*ntial e'e)mnn)d]tie*s must be* made available, 
and in the'ir absence there is e.xjiected to be a labourers' stiike or a me*hte*is’ 
strike eir some other strike whie-li will jiaralyse the socie*ty. But no provi- 
sions have be'e’ii made in orelei- to make* such strike's illegal when it m really 
the duty of the (Government tei continue* the maintenance of an essential 
civic oryanisatiem. Take the case of trannva\ strike. In this case the 
Company is kee'iung epiiet, the (leivernnu'nt are ke*e])ing eiuiet and the 
wmrkers aie* kee])ing quiet. Semietimes the Eurojiean members taunt us 
and sometimes they exe*ite us also saying why shoulel we neit elo this and 
that. But I W’oulel ask the'in wdiy .should they, being legislators liere. not 
raise their voice when this Bill is being rushed through — w’ell, I would not 
say rushed through — w e have had our chance ;~when the Goveinment evi'n 
in normal times and even after the wuir was over are trying to continue to 
have extension of all these Ordinances wliich were necessary during the war 
period and when the civil liberties ot the people are being curtaileil, nothing 
is heard from my European friends. Mr. Morgan had his snubbing from 
the (liief Minister at the time when he objected to the observance of iioliday 
on the Kith August last and wdien he wms told that if it wms not a holiday 
he w^ould have run the risk of liis hat being taken off or his necktie being 
snatched away. N’ow', Sir, they have no S 3 unpathy for us because they da 



ot care. Sir, as pointed out by Mr. Das, I want to get this information 
'om the CHiief Minister whether this Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enact- 
lent Bill is going to be utilised at all against all tl»ose who oppose tlie 
overnnient only and not against those criminals whose actions do really' 
ring about disruption. AVhat will be the state ot luture Ihmgal, that is 
tter June 11)48^ We certainly have some fright — some misgiving — but 
e all want Bengal to be ruled by both Hindus and Muslims togetluu- tor * 
le benefit of all sections of tin* ])eople. We do mg want one ])arty rule and 
je ( bief Minister himself gave out at another place that he does not want 
ae-])arty rule. If a on do md want that wh> do you bring these (hdinances 
) create misgivings in tlu* miml ot the ])eo])lc and say that these' Oidi nance's 
re nec'cssary. Many ot the' imunbei's of tlu* other side would he (pnle 
illing to agrc'e with us, if “whips" were' not uscel that the\ must be* hereb'd 
igetlier and must vote feir the Ordinances with the ieb'a that it is ace-ording 
) tile dire'ction from the Central Oovernment. Then, Sir, as ] pointe'el euit 
etorc, why should the Chief Minister be so meek and submissive to the 
entral (jovermnent ? He wante'd Pakistan, why the'ii this submissiveness 
ll on a sudde'ii, that he must carry out the elictates of the' (entral Oovern- 
lentP Is it be'cause his Finane-e Minister wants so much subvention frenu 
le Centre' to maintain the Civil Su^iply Department at a cost ot 14 oi' Hi 
lores H Aftf'r all they are not getting it because the (.entral (lovernment 
re as nearly bankrupt as this Oovernment. So the best thing is to win 
ver the goodwill of all sections of the jieojile in the* ])rovince'. We on this 
ale of the House certainly want to co-o])e‘rate with >ou. But we* do not 
ant to be' exjihuted or elominatcd by any one. A\4iy this Ordinances Bill 
lioulel at all be brought in and much bitter feeling rouse'el wh(*n othi'i steps 
hould be taken to allow' us, the* Ojiposition to sit toge'ther ami co-ope'rate, 
tail to umh'i stand, AVt* woiilel reepiesl the* Chie'f Ministe'r tee think along 
Ills line' of re])(*aling all thes(' Ordinances as quickly as he can. His ow'n 
arts memlu'is in the* Ci'iitral Legislature— as tlie radio announce's today — 
ri' trying to g('( the' (Vnti'al (Tovernment agree to rcjieal ('oiisumers' (loods 
’onti’ol (irehnance. I would reepie'st him once' again that as soon as he* 
mbs — the sooner it is^])ossibh' the be'ttei — he should w'ithdraw all these* 
ein])oraiy t'liactme'uts anel not only that, he shemlel extt'iiel his hand ot 
o-ojieration to all nu'inbers ot the Op])osition, the Congre*ss, the Hindu 
dahasabha and others not even to tlu* exclusion ot the* Kuroi)(*ans whose 
nterests are md at stake. If Ave combine tlie British ruling class cannot 
emain lu'ie. I will also re(jU(*st him not to carr.\ on a j()utim*>bound 
(Iministi ation giiideel b\ the J.C.S, The*\ elo not so much care to find out 
rhat tlie'se Oielinaiu'es aie and the Cliiet Ministe'r liaA'ing not suilicii'iit tinu* 
lannot go through all the ]irovisiems ot tlu'se* OrdinaiU'es. If the Cliiet 
Minister had time to go throng)' ihe schediib' lu' would have* tound that 
ome aidiclcs should have bee'ii excliuh'd. Tlit'se (.li’dinanci's have* bt'cn 
iroughl in as it tlu* war is still tlu*re oi as it tlu're* is going to be a civil Avar 
n Bengal. It you have the good Avill ol the peojile tlu're* AAould liaAe* lu'cii 
10 necessity tor llie police hel]) during tlu* ])ejio(l trom Kith August to KMli 
August. In our sub*, south ot Ali])ore', not one case* ed stabbing, oi hading, 
)r burning or murder was re*}>orte*d, althougb em our thre*e sides jieojile* weie* 
ighting. We did not call for ])olice he*lp. A\ e the Hindus and tiie Muslims 
ven* together and heljted those* who wante'd it, gave them she*lter.^ It the 
leople are intent on having a civil war the* jiedice cannot sto]) it. Ibis Avill 
inly make for more* mischie*! anel, let leiose the goomlas. Bengal has 
mtiered too much during the AAar and also after the Ayar. I <lo not think 
we should be made to suffer again when there is no emergency and when 
we are* just going to haA'e the jioAver transferred to us. If Ave remove* all 
these Ordinances and if Ave unite we shall be able to build a province bette^u' 
diaii any other in India. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAHOBISHi Mr. President, Sir I 
beg to oppose the consideration of the passing of this Bill mainly on the 
ground that this is a very novel method ot enacting several Ordinances into 
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law without giving the legislature and opportunity tp discuss the provisions 
of those Ordinances in detail. This shows that the t^egislative Department 
of this Government was not disposed to take fime by the forelock. If the 
department was apprelierisive that the Ordinance was going to expire they 
ought to get it for a longer time as long as the law permitted so that this 
Ordinance might be brought within tin* purview of a Bill and have it passed 
through the Legislature they should have brought in actual Bills before the 
House so that the House could examine each oiu' rd those provisions and 
suggest their amendments and to try to improv(‘ upon tlie provisions of such 
Bills. To ask for the sanction of a Legislature to continue c(‘Tiain Ordinances 
not one, not two but near about a doz(‘,n Ordinances ad hoc -and to ask this 
Legislatme to consent to their continuance is, I submit, an insult to this 
Legislature. Ton enactial these Ordinance's ])ra(‘tically* only a few montlis 
before and at that time \ou had the time and the o])porl unit_\ to bring for- 
ward each one of those Ordinance's Ix'fore this House'. But you cari'fully 
avoided that and had the Governor sign tin' ordinance's te) make them law. 
That means that this is a law which a particular Minister thought should 
be enacted without the sanction of the' Legislature. They thought that it 
shoulel not come' to the' Legislature or that at the time eef issuing the^e 
Ordinances if I conceeh' that they hael ne) time to have' a Bill and tei hav*' 
it jiasseel thi'emgh the Ijegislat ure'. TIu'v ])i eielue'e'd the' Orelinane-es but 
tlien they kne'w that the 0]-elinanc('s could not e*emtinue leii- moTe' than six 
months or if the' Fa'gislature sat th(*y woulel lajise* y'ithin six weeks of the* 
first meeting of the Legislature' wliichever is earlit'r. But whate'ver may be 
the position at. that time', if the (iovernme*nt thought that tln'se Oielinances 
-ought to lu' continui'd for some time more' than was ])e‘]inissible 1 submit 
that all these Orelinances should have be*en sejiarate'ly brought iorwaiel in 
tlu' foiin of Bills. Te) ask us to say that all these Orelinance's shouhl continue 
for another jierieiel is to lor(*e us to say either “Yes" eir “Nei". I submit 
that, so far as 1 could gather, there has never bee'ii ain previous occasiem 
W'hen such legislation was sought to be enacted in the w a> in which it is 
senight to b(* done in this connection. Whethei it was in order oi' not to 
introiluce' a Bill of this natuiv I elo not like to discuss but 1 must submit 
with all the* seriousness that. 1 can command that it was most undesirable 
that the Govc'rnment should biing toiward a Bill of two sections whi(‘b 
would actually imply that .several hundreds of sections in si'Vi'ral enactments 
should have the sanction Ot law and the sanction oi this Legislatui ('. 

Tlu' m'.xt {)oinl that 1 wouhl like to submit is that none oi these 
Ordinances is n'all_\ nt'cessary to be continui'd. W'e ha\(' been Tilled by 
the Defence of India Buies from Ltd!) to BMd during the war. It was well 
known that thi'se Defence of fndia Buies would ('xjuii' after (! months fiom 
the t'lul ot the war or fi'om the declaiation of the cessation oi thi' emeigenc_\. 
That ua.s known to the (iovi'rnmeni and the Govi'innu'iit should have there- 
fore armed themselvi's with i)i“o])er legislation in time. As tor instance, \ 

should sa_\ , one of the ( )i dinanci's which has now bei'ii brought toi'waid and 

included in the Schedule of this Ib'11 was jiassed only a day befoi-e tins 

(ouncil met in Septemb(*r. Now is it not (piiti' pal])able that the idea of 

the (Jovi'rnment was to have their own w’a\ and not to consult the Legislature 
before the,\ had ])ractically I'liacted a law of that nature namely the Civic 
(iuaids Ordinance P Now let us consider what was the urgency, what was 
file emergency in which that Ordinance wms passed a day earlier than the 
date fixed for the session of this Legislature to begin. In any other country, 

I submit, this sort of procedure rvould not havt' been countenanced b>' any 
legislature. I do not think the Hon’ble Minister in charge can contend 
that the enacting of these Ordinances a day or two later wouhl have caused 
any disaster to the province, or that the position was such that^a delay of 
24*hours or even of 24 days wnnild have mattered in the least. This shows 
how this particular Government was really slighting the legislature and 
how^ they are governing in their own ai'bitrary way. I hat shows their 
entire disrespect towards the Legislature, and in any case if we allow these 



tilings to go on without protest it means that in every matter Government 
may have an Ordinanee promulgated even a few days before the Legislature 
is in session and tium come torwanl heiore tlie House and ask for their 
enactment and coniinuance. 1 suhniit tliat tliis was never the intention of 
the (Government of India Act, It will he a violation oi the principles 
Linderlying legislation within the purview ot the (loveiiinumt ot India Act; 
i,vhy does the (joveinmcnt ot India Act ])rovide tliat Ordinanci's imnlc under 
(hat Act should not coutinnc tor more than six wcc'ks after the Legislature 
dts. Si]-, nhal vas tht' idea The idi'a wa> that tin* Li'gisialui »' must tie 
[i-iven an o]ipor<unilv to discu'''' :ill these things. It ( Jovei-ninent \\ ant to 
continue th»' ])rovisinns ot those ttidinani-es ( lo\ to nnient should hiing tnr- 
vard Bills to tlmt t^tlec-t so that (‘vmx claiisi* ot those Hills niav he scrutinised 
ind tJie Ja'gislatuie niav have an o])])()i tnint y o1 t.dther allowing or disallow- 
.ng thosi' ])i(*ces ot h-gisiation. ^fliis is eiM-l.ainl\ a ver\ gross violalmn of 
the princijiU's ot h'gislalion. Mow. So. the hist thing that has l>een 

brought torwanl within the Hill is the Hmigal ('ivi<* (liianis and Collective 
Fines ()r<linaiK*e. Tsow this ( ’olleet ivi' Innes luisiness is going on nailly 
Irom the month of August last year whether the Li‘gisiatuu‘ should have 
ictually acc('])te(l tin' ]oiu(*i])les wliK-h have Ix'en laid <lown in tiiose 

ti-dinances and wladlu'r they havi' hemi niodihtal or not is a iliilerent matter, 
hut (lovermiKMit seem to think that hat. the> havt' thought out and the 
principhes that Government havi' considcriMl to he light must he ac(‘«'])tc(l 
hy the Legislatiin' without in any way mo(lif\ing it. I only want to 
niprcss u])on tin* House that tin* time through whieh we aie iiassiug now 
is a time wdieii one should not ndy u|K)n th(‘ iintidtered disendion of 
GovernnK'ii t . As 1 have said we have conn* to a eiitical tinii' aftm- the 
declaration of the 2(Mh of l^'ehniary hy the Hritish Ihiriiament and we should 
like hy all iiuxiiis to eoim' togidhei, II nidus and Muslims, and other 

:ommunitii*s and devise ways ami me. ms how hi‘st w<‘ can further the 

interests oi tht' ])rovince, and how we can ht'l]) in liaving our indepcndcn(‘i‘ 
without an\ hitt'li oi ti-oiihle. It is not nect‘ssai_\ to have all Iht'se Ordinances 
with a view to the governance of the coiinlr\ ht'caust' (he majority ]>arty 
governing Hengal al the jirt'sent momt'ni is leally trying to hind the 
aiinority community hy these Ordinances. 1’he majtnity inirty does not 
really considt'i- that their own ])arty should ht* govt'rned hy these Oi-dinanct*s 
aIso. It is ])t'rlect]y ch'ar that tiit' majoiit\ ])art\ iutt'iid to hind im the 
ruinoi-ity ]>ar(> l)> tliest' Oi-dinanctcs. As I have had o(‘(*asion to ])oint out 
in connection with one of the Ordinanet's. namely. No. S of OBi, that is. 
the Dacca Area Si^curitv Oidinancc, which prohibits dj-illing and 

using uniforms. On all these ])<nnts I mad(‘ mv comments at that tiiiu' and 
J do not lik(‘ to i(‘])eat them now. Hut I think that in view ol the ]>olitical 
change that is coming over to u tiie (diief IMiiiisj^u- should think it tin ice 
before lu' w^ants to place ibis Hill on the St.itnte Hook. As you liavi' got. 
overwhelming majority \ou can have any law that \ou want to he passed 
through both the Cliamhers ol the Li'gishitun* without much dithculty. 
ACliat is the harm then it you just wait a few months and sei' what hajijicns. 
After that it you think juoper \oii <-nn have an\ ot'thest* (trdimmces ami 
extraordinary powei at an> time. I'lii'i-e is no dithculty. 'riii'ii' is no such 
turmoil, no such dis]mt(s, tioiihh’s or agitation in this country just at tliis 
moment wdiich would iccjiiiie you to ha\e rei-oiirse to exti afirdinai-y ])ow(‘r.s. 
Therefore I a]>peal to tlu' Government just to wait and see and leave this 
Bill asid(' and see Avhat liai)])m»s. \ oii can havi* your t trdinaiices at any 
moment if the Legislature is not in session. A ou can ]kiss any legislation 
you like at any time. Thcicton* the idea of governing that extraordinary 
power — tliat Ordinance —sliould he ahandoiicil anil an attempt should he 
made to see as to how the ])ositioii stands it this extiaordinary legislation is 
not with the Government, d’hat ought to he the attitude of the Goverm 
nient. I would just retei tf> the tew Ordinances whieh are being sought to 
be extended. Now, Sir, take tlie Bengal Molasses (ontiol Ordinance. What 
was the hurry about it P How many sugai- mills are then' in Bengal whieh 
would require protection ot the Bengal Molasses (Vuitrol Ordinance P I do 
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not know, and then we do not know why the otlier, Ordinance— the Bencal 
Drugs (Vmtrol Contmuimce Onliiiaiioe slioiild be kept alive for a further 
term. My trieiids Mr. Naliar and Mr. Das have already spoken about it 
and it has been the expernuiee of many of iis, if not all of us, that because 
of this cojitiol ortho- it is vtoy difficult to hnd drups we need. The next 
Ordinance that has lieen Inouglit forward vvilhin the ambit of the schedule 
IS the fa cuffa Iteiif Ordinance on which L thiiik a Jbll has been introduced 
and winch is a1 Hit* ])r(‘sent mt)m(‘nt on llu' anvil of I lie Legislature anti we 
are tliseussing ifs ])rt)visions. Why (hen biiiig this Kent Ortlinance within 
this JtillV 1 ^^nuld ask \t>u ft) ctmsidcr whelher it is at all necessary (t) 
have this Keiif Oithnaiice Jbll whtoi ^^e are ct)nsith'rini> (he Jiill itself. The 
Bengal S])t‘cial J^iwtos Oitlinanee has ahso betoi inciudt'ti hertun and I wouitl 
like to know wh\ 1ht‘st‘ ptiwtos aie retjuiit'tl by (he ( to vtu nmtmt . Wht) ;ii e 
the ptosons against wlitini (ht'se sjiecia! ])oweis are gtiing to be usetl and 
why?" lL‘gartling tin' Ihmgal ( 'oiisumei-s’ Otiotls Ordinanct', my friemls h;ive 
alreatly stated that this (ontrt)! is mil at all necessary. Manx items of the 
Consunn'is Otitttls Onlinanct' are aiticles of luxury anti if they are ctmtrolled 
thert^ wouitl not bt' an_\ tliffienity ftn- tin' ortlinaix ])et)ple. It is my nltn 
that more tin* ( tintrtil tin* mtne (in' blaek marketing anti (orrupt it)n . So 
every Ooveriimt'iit shoultl tiec.mtrol the aitn-les as soon as ptissilile after 
tin* war. On the other ham! we fiml hert' that our Oovernnu'iit ait* trwng 
to keep this ctuitrol as long as ptissihle. \tm eanimt ft'ctl the ])tm])le of 
this jirovince, Ytmr piticuremenf ptilicy is going to fail. Tin' ])rice t)f net' 
has gtme up in evt'ry tlistiact anti in siute of tin' assurance of the (’liief 
Minister, I vt'iituri' tti ])i(Mlict that tht'it' xvill lie a st'iitms scait'ity of fotil- 
stufts in Ifeiigal this xt'ar Berhajts then‘ nniY ht' a famine much mtne 
teiiible than what wt* saw in 1114-1. Dii't'i't \t)ur action and \t)iir enei’gx to 
tlnise things which wtndtl save millions tif ])t't)])h‘ than gtiing in ftir these 
sjiecial (lowers to gag tin* (iit'ss tir tti sttip tin* asstieia t itms tti litihl meetings 
or tt) stop the (lolitical movt'nn'iit. Sir, we havt‘ alivaily dt'alt with tht' 
varitnis Ordinaiiees iinire tir h*ss but beftire I ctmclinle 1 wtiuhl likt* tti sugg^^st 
once more that we shoultl bettt‘r givt* u]) ctuitrol foi- the time fieing lintli as 
regards (In' tliflerent artich's anti men anti h't us see Imw Ifeiigal fai’es and 
in the meantime let us all — all (lartit's —nn'et togethei ainl eonsitler how 
best xvt* can acce])t (In' transf(*r of (lowei irtun tlu' Jfritish Oovernment in 
the interest tif all tht' peojile imt tmly of this province but also of India. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, this ctmt rtivt'isy tiver this (liece of 
legislatitin stH'ins tt) me to lit' a tempest in a tt'a jitit. Nt)W, Sir, the tiues- 
titiii that is lu'itirt' this House is this that there are ci'itain Oitlinanees whicji 
have bet'll pi oniulgatt'i] hmg agt) anti which havt' been the actual law t)i the 
ct)unti\\ it)!' tht' tinu' ftcing Itir a tt'm]»t)rary ])t'rit)tl tlit'x arc iiow' stiugiit It) 
be rt'taiiictl as law tor a furtht'i jit'iititl anti foi lhaf juiiptise this Bill ha^ 
been brtuight in. Nt)w. tht* ttbp'ctitiiis as far as I ctuihl gatlu'r, aie two 
foltl — oiu' is, that the rule 1)\ Drtlinauees is bat] and the t)ther is that ctintml 
is bad. Mitli rt'sjteef to the first, — I (piite agree that it is bad. But here 
we are askt'tl tt) makt' the (irtivision t)f tin ( Irtliiiaiiet' as law— on our passing 
tin* same they will be no Ituigcr Oitlinanee but the law of the etuintry. 

AVith res]H'ct to the otlier thing — regarding eoiitrols ot tliflerent articles, 
we fiml tht' ct)ntrtd every when'— from birth to tleath. Control has been tin' 
order ot tin* tla\. St), Sir. I tlo not fiml any ohjeetitin ft) this as])eet ot tin* 
question. Tin* tuily t|uestitui that we ean eoiisider is wliether eeitain piovi- 
sions Avhieh are nti Ituiger necessary to be retained in the Ortlinanct's sht)ultl 
lu* ('ontinut'd t)r not. That is really the (uojiosititm that shoultl be consiih*,- 
ed. Now’ ftir that pur]H>.se the matter lias been brought before the Legis- 
latures. It has been alreadx considered in tin* Assembly and after consider- 
ing the thing it has been passetl. Y(*s, it may be that it has been passed 
by brute majtirity. Jlut uiitortunately in a demoeratie country the majority 
must nih*. St) I tit) not think we ean possibly object to that. The same 
objection might be math* ami is made by tin* minority parties in tire Congres-^ 
provinces but that can be ot no avail because the majority must rule and 
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the wishes of the maioxity must be carried. It is no rjueslion of ri^ht or 
wronf? but that has been passed in the As.sein))ly. In this House also the 
matter has been considered. We have ])assed the staoe of consideration. 
Many controversial points have been raised and many ar^unumts have 
already been advanced while the Bill was in the sta<:»’e of. consideration. But 
we are now at the third sta^’e, at the thiid reading. Now over this (|iies- 
tion if we now again raise all these objections — 1 do not think that it would 
he leasonable tor us to do >0 and thereby to cause delay. AVdiv we should 
delay the consideration of this matter at tiiis stager' But 1 ijuitt' agri^' that 
thcM'e is the right of the member', to advance ai»y argaimtmt the_\ iik(‘ at any 
available ()])]>ort unity or at an\ s1aga‘. The\ e.m <lo it, hut. as I ])oiute<l 
out, at this stage, at third leading stage, tlie pi-esent dehati' semns to me 
a temjK'st in a tea pot. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: T would like to (amgratulate 
the House on having passed thi‘ Bill, foi not ha\ing anuonh'd the Bill and 
I'oi maintaining it in the toim in whndi they receivial it tiom the As.smnhlv, 
They have undoubtedly realisiMl tin* uigenex and the m'(‘es>il_\ id the Bill 
and eonsmiumitlv have us(m 1 their disci imniatoi \ jatwcu's ]\\ jiassing it in 
till' form in whndi the,\ h'ccimmI it I do not know why the honouralde 
nieniluM's o])j)osite still insist on calling this Bill Ordinances It is no nioie 
an ( IrdinaiK'e. It is now going to hi' an Act. ft is no nion' a. (luestioii 
of iiih' h\ (hdinanecs. An honourahle memhri- has asked nu' to assure him 
that thi'se Ordinances 01 any particiilai Ordinance -1 sui)])os(‘ he was 
])ai ticiilarly reti'rring to tin' S])eeial l*oweis (tidinaiiee -will not h(‘ iiscil in 
a disci iniinator\ inanni'i'. T liaidK think that an\ sindi assurance is called 
for. AA"e have not usetl it in a discriminators manner. As a matter of 
tact, it at all theit^ are a jipi eheiisioiis on this sidi' or that side of tin* House 
because thesi* (tidinanci's conlt'i mor<* pow'eis on Ooveinnient, I shouhl sa\ 
that thesi' Oidinanccs will hi* admiiiisti'red h\ ])('ison,s, undoubtedly si'ivants 
of rxovei’unn'nt . w ho jii'iliaiis belong in tin* mam to tin* same ])orsuasion as 
my friends ojiposite. I howevei- havo no doubt in m\ own mind that there 
is no cause for apjuidiension on the )Mit ol I'lther side of the House. These 
Oidiiiances now' about to be turned into law will be onfori'i'd w'iihoiit anv 
di.stinction of wdietber the jiersons who will be atVeeied by it belong to tdie 
Minivsterial group oi- not, that is to say, whethei- he is in the o])])osition or 
otherwise The honourahli* memhe]- has stati'd that thi'ie was no necessity 
for some of these moasiiri's as the ordinary law of the land would be sufhcii'iit- 
to control lawb'.ssni'ss — these are the words that In' iisi'd. Sir, as far as 1 
remember. \ do not know' whetlier be really meant them or not. It is 
true that the ordinaiy law' of the land is suflicii'iit !<» control oidiiiary law'less- 
iiess, but tlii'se s])ecia1 jiow't'is are a])plieabb' not to ordinai'V law'lessin'ss 
blit to extraordiiiaiy la w'lessness. He wa-nt lurthei and stall'd that the 
])romu1ga1 ion of these Ordimmees is einiivah'iit to the '‘whi])ping of a 
nation”. I think, liowevt'i , that that !>, placing tie* mattor too liigh. It 
is not at all equivalent to the \vhi])]>ing r»f a natnm, but thr wliipjiiiig ot the 
bad bovs of a uation, and f tbink that on tlmt point T am sure that all ot 
us will agree that bad boys should bi' pio]»t*ily ami adeijuateh' dealt with. 
Ill any event the Special Pow('is Ordin.meo which will now be i»assed tor 
SIX months only and may be continued t<u' aiiotlu'r six months will be iilaeed 
before Ibis House, as aKo othei Oidinanet*'. m the tonu of Bills, in the iorm 
ot sepaiate Bills, and memheis oi tliis Housi* will have an ample cipporiunity 
of amending tliem in a reaNonahle and .suitalde manner. 1 would also like 
to tell the House that the Special Pow'crs Ordinanee particularly wTll he 
hiought in with a limitation of two years onl\ . AA e do not pro]»ose to 
maintain the Ordinance, on the Statute Book for a longer ])t'iiod than two 
years and we hope that it will not be continued tbeieafter, but I am sure 
that if an emergency arises for which tin* honourahle inemher.s consider it 
desirable that it should be continued they w'ill come up again before the 
House for extension. 
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Ono lionoiirable member has vsuggested that Gov’eriimeiit should appeal 
to the people and the public for co-operation, and another member has asked 
what will be the attitude of (xovernment rt'garding the future constitution. 
Sir, it is rather too early in the day to speak of the future constitution, as 
nobody yet knf)ws what form it will take. I can however visualise that 
whatever may be the form, the Province (d' Bengal will attain independent 
status and under tlnvse circumstances, as I havt* stated elsewhere, it is highly 
desirable that Government should be cairied on not only with the co-opera- 
tion of all sections of the ]>eoj)le but that all sections of the peoi)le should 
hav(* a voice in the Government of the countiy. It is thus and thus only 
that the administration and the ])(*o])le in genei’al will have confidence in 
Government and undoubtedly such a Government will work for Bengal. I 
hardly think it maa'ssary for me to meet other points raised by the honour- 
able members. Somebody sjmke about tramways and the fact that we have 
not j)rovided anything in the Ordinances for this. I do not think that it 
is necessary to have such Ordinances as there are laws already in existence 
to meet these cases. The Tramways Company has not effected a lock-out. 
The Tramways Company, it must be said to their credit, accepted the 
Government offer of adjudication, the previous conciliation having failed. 
The workers still remain adamant, ft s(‘ems to me that apart from the 
coercive action which Government are most reluctant to take, the matter 
must be left to the employers and emplo\ees to settle among themselves, 
the Govei'iiment stepping in for the purpose of nnaintaining peace and order. 
1 hope a solution will f)e found but if a .solution is not found I hope steps 
will be taken which will enable the tramways to 1 unction in the near future. 
There is no power yet in the hands of (fovernment to take over such 
companies and to run the s(*rvices thumgh ])olice and military as was being 
done during the war in other countries. Sir, Mr. Boy has adverted on 
several occasions to what he terms as undue subniissiveness of this Govern- 
ment to the Central (jiovernment in continuing (’onirol because the (.Vntral 
Government want those ( ontrols to be continutMl. Jt is not a question of 
submissiveiK'ss at all; nor is it a (piestion of falling into line with the Central 
Government. But wlnm an article is contiolled at the source and the 
source is in the hands of the Central Government, tb(‘ ])rovincial Govern- 
ment have no other alternative but to fall in line with the Central Govern- 
ment. But it is not a question of submi.ssivem*ss. It is a question of 
natural se(|Uence of events. In the ciicumstances I hop»' this House with- 
out more ado pass this Bill so that it may be (macted as soon as possible 
and placed cm the Statute Book before the 17th of March. 

MTi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 32. 


Mr. Abdulla-ahMahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhulya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid 
Choudhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossain 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outt 
The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 
Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haquo 


Mr. G. il. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak AH Khan 

Mr. Abdul LatifT 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea 

Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddin Pathan 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson, C.S.M.G. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Taufiq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 
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^ NOES— 12. 

Mr. Laiit Chandra Das Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish Mr. Brojendra iCishore Roy Chowdhury 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 

The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 12 the motion was carried. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, and also to give notice that 
I sliall move at short notice on the 19th March 1947 that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Eazle llabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(3) ('howdhury Moazzem Hussain, 

(4) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad, 

(f)) Mr. Muk hies war Ka liman, 

((Jj Mr. Amiilyadhone Hoy, 

(7) Mr. (t. Morgan, 

(8) Mr. Batiram Hoy, 

(9^ Mr. Biren Hoy, 

(10) Mr. Laiit Chandra Das, and 

(11 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tlieir report by the 31st March 1947 and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

This Bill was published in the CaJcutfa Gazette E,rfraor(Iinarii, on the 
11th March 1947 and necessary number of copies of the Bill were sent by 
the Legislative IXqiartment to the Legislative Council Department for distri- 
bution to the members of the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want time to give our amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am suggesting 3 p.m. on the 17th March, i.e., 
the coming Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We object to the Minister’s statement 
regarding short notice. Why should he have a short notice for this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tod ay is the 13ih and the Hou’ble Ministei is only 
moving for reference to Select Omimittee. Then; can lie only two amend- 
ments, one that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion and the 
other for change in the personnel of the Select Committee suggested by him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There can be an amendment with 
respect to tlie time also within which the Select Committee is to report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That should not require much time on your part. 
So you agree to my suggestion fixing 3 p.m. on Monday for putting in 
amendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Can we take up the general discussion of the budget 
now? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; To this I have jpy objection, Sir. Will 
you kindly hear me? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want two days and we would like 
to have tlie 17th and the 18th for the ])urpose. Today we have o-iven about 
four hours’ time to the (xovernment for the passino- of this Bill. AYe worked 
two hours in Hit' inornin**’, whicdi is our scdieduled time and over and ahov(* 
that, we have just now been sitting- for more than one ami half hours, or 
for f)ne houi’ ami 4o minutes to he exacd. So w(‘ I'cciuest that the ^emu-al 
discussion of the hudoct sliould not he staited today. It will have a very 
had ehecd, Sij'; besides many memheis fiom our side want to s])(«ak on the 
hud^’et. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May T have the views of Air. Aloigaii-' 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: About uhat? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: JN‘?d)aj)s Ah'. Alotyjaii ha.s not hecm 
listenin;^-. ll js jhis: The cjiuvstion is wh(‘tJi(*r Ihe ^tmeial disru>sio]i o( 
the hud;^(d vill slart now. 1 am jjointinn- oip that we liavt* aliead\ ^\(ll'ked 
in till* moiinn^' for two hours and this time we have worked for one lioui 
and for'ty-li\-e minut<‘s, and this makes a total (d' -I hours and do minutes. 
AV(* ai'e eniilled to furtlu'r twai da\s foi- lln* o-cricral disc'i^ssion of the hml^'el. 
But if we start then the imnainin^- ]>oition of the' day will ht‘ t.iken as a 
full da_\ and only om* day will remain. This is not considcMvd fair h\ my 
parl\ for many iiiemlao-s ot my pai-t\ want to s[)(Mk on tlu‘ hud^'et. Tlii‘re> 
foi’(‘ 1 su^'^(‘st that the dis(*ussion ol tin* hud^’et imy take jilaei* on the I7lh 
and l(Slli, ioi' lull two days. That is what I was sii'^'U't'slino' to th(‘ Chair. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: In that case my ojnnion is that the 17th ami 
the 18t.li would ht‘ the best suitabh* days to have the bud^'et discussion itnd 
finish it. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: AA"e have no objection on this 
side. But could we not hav(‘ the debate on tin' supplementary estimates 
on the 18th also? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us see what pro^Tcss is made. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVe would rather have the discussion erti 
the supplemental^ (‘st imates on AA'ednesday, the lf)th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin finance Alinistei will ])erhaps recjuire three 
quarters of an hour to rc'-iilx to tiu' discussion 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: f shall require at least one hour, 
Sir. 1 could not do jiistict* to the subiect in less than oiu' hf)ur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlimi. how mmdi time will lie Icdt for the others? 
So .sU])|demen (aiv esiimatc.s cannot la' taktm up on tin' 18th. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: AeiN well, Sn 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All ri^dit The House stands adjourned till 2-15 
l>.m. tomorrow\ 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14tli March, 
1947. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were abseiil from the meeting held on the 13tii 
March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(3) Khan Baliadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Mangtiiram Jaipuria, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan 

(6) Mr, Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Sj^ed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(10) Dr. Kuraud Sankar Ray and 

(11) Mr. Suita iiiid din Ahmed 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947 — No. 18. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative ILuldiug, 
Calcutta, on Lridax , the 14th March, 1947, at tl-lb p.ui., being the 18tli 
(lay of the Fiist Session of 1947, pursuani to section of the 

Groveminent of India Act, 19d-3. 

Mr. Deputy Pre^idiMit (Mr, Anni i. Hamid Chow DiiuitY, i.n.i was in tho 
Chair. 

Laying of Appropriation Accounts for 1944-45, Audit Report, 1946 and 
Finance Accounts for 1944-45. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: In compliance to Sci'tion 1()9 of 
tiio Government of India Act, 1985, 1 |)eg to lay before the Council the 
Appropriation Accounts for 1944-40 and the Audit Report, 194(i, as also the 
Finance Accounts for 1944-45 and the Audit Reports, 1945. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. My 
point is this that these accounts were audited but this House lias no 
representation in the Public Accounts (,’omniittee which examined the accounts 
of thes(‘ rejiorts. I underst.ind that th<‘y will be ]uiblished under the 
authorit\ ot the Bengal Legislative Council. AVlien we have no hand in 
the mattei we cannot allow our names to be associated with the publication 
of these accounts. We hav(' had no opportunity of discussing and examining 
them and therefoie iny jioint is that they should not be published under the 
authoiity of the Bengal Legislative Council. So it is useless to present the 
accounts r(‘|mrt here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sii, ma\ I havt' >our jauini^sion lo move 
a short-nolice motion for the jiurpose of i(d'erring this to a Committ(‘e of this 
House so that this Committee may go through the re])ort and tlum submit a 
report to this House?" 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; At th is stage you cannot do that because 
it has been presenti'd. This is m»t the occasion to move the motion. As 
regards the point laisod by Mr. Mazumdar, T fully ajipreciate it. It is not 
a new question. It is an old (jm'stion which has been agitating the mind 
of this Hous(* for a long time. Se\('ral time.s this (juestion was raisial on 
the; floor of this House and s«‘V<ual times it tried to come to a decision but 
that decision is not in sight as yet. A ftwv day.s back, as far as I rtunember, 
when this question was raised, th(‘ Hon’ble President inforuHMl the House 
that the matter is receiving his consideration. I believe it is still under 
consideration. The Hon’hle the Finance Minister has presented the 
Accounts and we are to receive them without comment. About our 
representation on the Public Accounts Committee the Govern meni have not 
yet come to any decision and they are expected to come to a decision, if any 
decision is to be arrived at at all. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My point is that this should not be 
published under our authority, i.e., under tlie authority ot the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with your permission, may 
I clarify the position. Government will take .some time to arrive at a deci- 
sion on this point. In fact, Government decided to extend the representa- 
tion on the Public Accounts Committee Jto this House, but Government 
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could not implenu'iit liial decision as there was some legal difficulty. A 
conference w^as held between the Hon’hle Presirf^nt and the Hon’hle 
Speaker. It w^as decided at the conference that the matter should he 
referred to tlie Advocate-General for liis opinion if a Public Accounts ('oni- 
mittee can be formed with the members of tlie Vi)per House included in it 
and whether that will be intra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
As far as I remember a few days back I received tlie views of the Advocate- 
^ General and His opinion is that a joint commiltee f)t Public Accounts will 
be ultra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. So, we shall again 
have to examine the ([uestion. We fully sympathise with the sentiments 
of the honourable members of the Upper House that tliey should take part 
in the discussion of the Public Accounts Committee. Govei’nment likes to 
be on the safe side and they cannot give effect to any decision which may 
be ultra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Sir MD. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I think tlie House might 
remember that this question has been engaging the attentnm of this House 
since the inauguratnm of the Provincial Autonomy. In the very beginning 
the whole qiiestiim was thoroughly gone into. As the Finance Minister has 
already pointed out, thm-e are certain things which are not within the 
competence of this House to discuss, namely, the (piestion of finance. 
This is reall.N in the background of this whole question. I distinctly 
remember that this (piestion of the representation of the members of the 
Upper House on the Public Accounts ( ommittee was thrashed out on many 
occasions. And the difficulty is exi»erien(*ed not only in the other provinces 
in India where there are two chambers but also in other countries wIick' 
there are more than one representative institutions. Now, Sir, perhaps tJiis 
Gov(‘rnmerit of India Act, 1935, will be scrapped u]) by .lune 194(S and till 
then we might have to (*xperienc(‘ this difficult.\. Gt coiiise tlnu'c are ceitain 
])ow(‘rs whi(di wi‘ would like to have, but w(‘ (•anm)t. The Hon'ble the 
Finance MinistiU' says that the Government are (“onsidt'iing tin* (juestion 
again, but I can well visualize \^hat the result of that (examination will be. 
The resulting ('xamination (‘annot overhi]) the statutory jirovisioiis of the 
law on the subj(‘ct ol the Ihiblic Accounts ( 'ommitttM*. Th(‘ Public Accounts 
(binmittee arc more' oi- less in the nature of keeping check ovei’ the budget 
grants that are made. This House hav(‘ not the power to sanction the 
budget. It IS the other House which havi* got the ])()wer. That House 
which should sanction the grants have the inherent right to see that the 
grants whi(di are sanctioned are siient within the purview oi the budget, 
i.e., exactly within the scope of the budget. I do feel that probably a change 
in the constitution may be n(‘cessary with a view to see that certain powers 
as regards finance are confm-red on this Hous(‘ also. Put so long as the 
power of sanctioning the grant lies with anotiuu- House, onl\ that House 
have the power to see that the grants are projierly spent. Anyone who has 
read the rt'port of the Public Accounts Gommittc(‘ will see that the Account- 
ant-General has rejiorted to what I'xtent the grants under the different heads 
have bemi sjient, under what heads the grants have b(‘en fully spent, under 
what heads the grants have not been fully utilised and under wffiat heads 
the grants have been (‘xceeded and the expenditure incurred. Now if my 
frieiuTs suggestion is accepted — to which I liave not the least objection — not 
merely the question of representation of this House on the Public Accounts 
Ckmimittee wdll aiise but also the competency of this House, whether the 
House have got the power over this budget ^yi\\ arise and that is also to be 
considered. I am only drawing attention to the fact that it is not merely a 
question of representation of this House on the Public Accounts Committee 
but also the question of the right of this House as to wdiether they should 
have the pow'er of discussing about the grants. 

MTi LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I missed the point which has been 
raised by Sir Azizul Haque in this matter. It is not a question of our 
interference in financial matters. I agree that the right to admit or not to 
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admit the financial de»iands lies with the other House, lies \\ilh the 
Assembly; but the whole point is quite different. After the demands are 
actually granted by the Assembly, how’ the sums of money are spent, how 
they are appropriated, those are matters which are examined by the members 
of the Assembly. Now^ all that we do want is this, not that wo want to 
interfere in financial matters in any way, nothing of the so]*t, because the 
power vests in the members of the Assembly to sanction the grants; but that 
when a certain demand has been allowed, has been granted, W(* want to see 
whether action was taken in accordance with that grant. We want to 
examine the accounts to see whether the accounts an* in projier order. 
That is not interference in financial matters. Nor do we ariogate to our- 
selves the right to refuse or to grant any demands. After tlie thing is 
actually done and finished the matter begins, namely, a Committee of this 
House as well as of the other House examine whether things have been 
properly done. It is in this view of the matter that the Government 
realized that this House is really not going to inierfere in the financial 
matters but only they are a.sking for the right to see whetlier things have 
been done properly in accordance with what was granted or retus(‘(i in the 
Assembly. It is with that view that the Government actually agreed to 
;idmit two members of this House in a joint commitlee with the Assembly, 
(lovernment have already yielded to that poinl. The nmt1(‘r was then 
K'ferred on the advici* of the President and the S]ieak(‘r of this House and 
the otht‘r House to the Advocate-General wheihei- to do so would l)e right 
and proper and the iVdvocate-General reports as a matter of lact that the 
loint committee would be ultra vires of the Act. If that is so, let us have 
a sej)arat(‘ committee*. dTiat is what we want, to have a st*]>arate Coirnnittee 
for the purpose of examining the* Ap})ro])nation Accounts ])iescnte( I. Hy 
this we do not mean to arrogate to ourselves the power or the right to sanc- 
tion or to refuse to sanction a particular grant. That has already been done 
and finished. All that we do want is only to examim* wlieth(‘r things have 
been projierly done, whether what W'as granted was actually spent and il 
not why it was not sp(*nt. As a matter of fact you will see that my iiosition 
IS correct. AVe h ave no power to allow or refusi* to grant an_\ money but 
even then tin* budget is actually ]>r(‘sente(l to this Housi* tor discussion; 
because the budget is presented for discussion il cannot bi* said that Wt* 
cannot offer criticism. That is not the position. Sir. Tin* jiosition is that 
all that we can offer is criticism, and no interference with tin* inner 
mechanism of the budget. Here, also, the Appropriation Accounts, etc., 
are presented not for the purpose of granting or refusing any mom*y but only 
for the purpose of seeing whether tho sums of money voted have been spent 
in accordance with the grants. And this is not interfering with financial 
matters at all, nor is it arrogating to ourselves the power eiflier of gianting 
or refusing money. AVhen the ])osition now is to the e(f(‘ct that a, -Joint 
Public Accounts Committee of both Houses cannot bt* allowed I apju'al to 
the Finance Minister to see whether he cannot arrange for a separate com- 
mittee of this House only for the purpose of examining the apjiropriation 
accounts. Even if a Joint Coniinittee is declared to be ultra vires of the 
Government of India x\et, he shouhl allow a se])arate accounts committee of 
the Ilpjier House to see whether the aecoiint'^ havi* been ])ropeily managed 
by the Government ; I hope he will be jileased to rejdy to this point raisi'd 
by me. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reb reiice to my jioint am 1 
to understand, as has b(*en already ])ointed out, that the K(‘port will not be 
publisbed under the authority of this House? H so, then may I move that 
this will not be jiublisbed under the aiitlioritx of the Ih'iigal Legislative 
Coimcil? AVill you allow me to move a motion to this effect? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AVell, that is perfectly understood. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Can you give an assurance that it will 
ttot he published under the authority of this House? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is another aspect of the thing. We can 
take it that the Hon’hle Finance Minister is very much interested in 
upholding the dignity of tlie House and is quite prepared to give representa- 
tion to this House in the Joint Committee tliat was once proposed. But 
quite apart from the illegality of the thing, as Mr. Azizul Haque has pointed 
out, I say that there is no bar in the (Government of India Act, 1935, to 
allow the Finance Minister to bring in a Finance Bill before the House to 
give the House power 1o vole upon the Bill. There is no ouestion of refus- 
ing or granting any moiie> but it he brings in a Finance Bill purely, then in 
that case we can discuss the appnqiriations and that is done so far as I know 
wherever (here is a second chamber in any country. On the other hand it 
that power is givf'ii lo us ne can go into committee and that will obviate all 
irregularities and illegalities. If a suitable finance bill is brought forward 
by the Finance Minist(M“ so that members can take their part either in refusing 
the bill oi‘ giving supplies to the Finance Minister. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May I suggest an 
alternative and it is this: — I think my point has been misrepresented. I 
made my point quite clear. Suppose Mr. Das advances a sum of Rs.500 to 
B and Mr. Haque conies in and says that he has got the right to look into 
the accounts 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Unless the matter were referred to 
Mr. Haque then certainly lie would have no right to look in 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: My sole point was 
not whether the House should have the right of having a Public Accounts 
Committee, but once the right of sanctioning a budget is in possession of 
[the other House, it is a question whether under the present Constitution we 
can have a look into the expenditure of the accounts. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is why I suggest that a Finance Bill be 
brought forward . 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: But, Sir, the point which 
has biM ‘11 raised for the second time is quite different and that point is this 
that future presentation of the Appropriation Accounts to this House, as 
this House has a right to discuss the Appropriation Accounts as the presenta- 
tion ol' the Biidgt't, that can also be discussed. This is a question which is 
not free from difliculty. Here we are acting according to the provisions of 
the Uovernmeiit of India Act 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I intervene, Sir, at this 

stage As far as Ihe reports on the I’libln- Account are concmaicd, tho> 
are (IiscusscmI both m lht‘ Lower and the Cjipm- House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I draw the attention of the House 
to section,'. 107 and lOS oi llu* Bengal Legislative ('ouncil Procedure Rules 
Section 107 says — “When the accounts of the province and the report of 
ithe Auditor-General thereon have been hud before the Council, the Secretary 

shall cause them to be publisluul " Is it the duty of the Secretary ^ 

and then it goes on — “and a copy of the accounts and the reports shall be 
made available for the use of each member”. That is the rule which has 
been adopted by tlu' Government. Then, Sii', section 108 says — “No dis- 
cussion of the accounts of the jirovince and the reports of the Auditor- 
General thereon shall take place in the ('ouncil until the report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts on such accounts and rejmrts has been presented 
to the Council under rule 109”. Rule 100 >.ay.^ — “The report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts on the accounts of the province and the report> 
of the Auditor-General thereon shall be jiresented to the Council by the 
Finance Minister”. Now, Sir, all these sections read together means after 
that is done “the Secretary shall cause them to be published” and after that 
they will have the right of discussion. The right of discussion is conceded 
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by section 108, namely “No discussion of the accounts of the province and 
the reports of the Auditor-General (hereon shall take place in the Council 

until the report of the Committee on Ihihlic Accounts So it is a 

clear implication that not only it will he presented under Rules 107 to 109 
hut the further thing that is allowed hy the rule is that the Secretary shall 
cause the reports to he published and made available to the members and 
then we shall have a right to discuss that subject. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is what I also said You 
can discuss it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can we discuss it-^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir, as miou as we are in 
possession of the report w(‘ shall arrange it according to our choice. We 
shall have a Commiltee of the llouse. We shall arrange our own affairs 
according to our convenience as soon as a copy of the repoi't is made available 
to us. We Avill hav(' a dismission on the report, hut how avo will have that 

discussion you havt* no riglit to dictate*. We shall ask the Gommittee to 

examiiK' tin* leport and submit a r(‘])or( on it. Now, Sir, the* llon’hlo 

Einance Ministc'r rc'ally rt'alise‘<l all tlu'st* ditliculties ami realising all this 
he was agrc'cahh* to have* two immiheis in the* Public Accounts ('onnnittee 
hut ditlicult> has be(‘n raised by Sir A/.izul llaque by a strange* s])(‘ech 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I am atraid my friemd Mr. Das 
IS misrepresenting my speech 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will \(^^i ^‘How me to finish y The 

Finance Minister reahs(‘d the difficulty, had vympathy and yielded to our 
fh'inand tlial there should he two memh(‘rs on tin* Fommittee* in order to 
minimise tin' business hut a^ked that theie should h<‘ a joint conimitt(*e' and 
we agreed. M’^e want a eommitte'e of our own. lict im have a commilt(*e 
of oiu own. Tin* Advocate-General has e.xprc'ssed tin* view that a joint 
committee will he nlfvd r/rcs- hut there is nothing to ]uevent us from having 
a committee of oui own. Gur conimitti'e will rt‘]iort. and wi‘ will have dis- 
cussion on th('S(' accounts. Keport of the Commit t(*t' mc'ans tin* fOmniittee 
of this Douse, it cannot he the Ui'port of anothi'r House. We hav(* nothing 
to do with th(‘ Accounts consiih'ied by the other IJousi*. Tjet. not this 
presentation of these Accounts he a mi'ie farce, a joke to this iIous('. Rule 
108 of th(‘ Bengal Fi'gislatiA'e ( ouncil Proceduie llules gives us the power, 
gives us the right to have a coTumittee of our OAvn. All that I r(‘([uest is 
to alloAV me to move a motion that avi* an ant to have a Commit t('(* of the 
Public Accounts of oui- oanh. I shall move that at a short notici'. 1 hope 
the Finance Minister Avill agiec* to this. 1 umh'rstand tlii' honourable 
members of the House liaAe no ohjei'tion to the moNing of smh a motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, may 1 make the ])Osition 
clearer? Whi'ii 1 said that the matter an as reeeiA’ing tin (her consideration 
of (TOATU’ument T meant to say tliat we nni'Ic trying to I'xplore cither avc'iiue.s 
to come to a coiicdusion on tliis maltei, to meet the demamls ot the honour- 
able members ot this House, We want to examine' whc'tlic'r it is feasible 
to have in the T’pjier llou>e a Comniittc'e' an Inch will he intm nrts ot tin' 
Government of India Act. J think it can he* done, but 1 cannot make any 
commitments at this stage. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das is accustomed always 
to see the dark side of the Government and imimtc'^ motives to the Govern- 
ment. But that is not a tact. AVi* are synqiatheiically c.onsidering the 
matter and Ave fec'l that tlie Cjijier House should be represented in tin' Public 
Accounts Committee. The honourable members liaAe Availed for a long time 
and I would earnestly request them to wait for a fortnight more hy Avhich 
time we think we might come to a decision. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; On a point of order. Sir. My point i^ 
that Secretary of tliis House will not pul)lisli the Keport of anothei 

Houhe. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, I submit that this ques- 
tion should not ]>e treated as a party question. It sliould he 
treated as a privilej'e of this House. So, if you so wish this 
question may be discussed wluui (lie Hoii’ble President is present 
in the House. Jt is useless to consider a Kejiort examined by the 
other House. This matter ma> lie broii^dit in the iorm of a Uesolution next 
Friday. This (|m‘stion was not deeideil tor o()od m the last S or 9 years. 
So, on this ocaaision also 1 am not very saiif^uine whether the present 
Ministry Avill be able to solve the proldem. I do not think they will come 
to a satislaetory solution, in the meantime I would su^'S'cst that Mi‘. Lalit 
Chandra Das’s jirojiosal mi^ht either be made today, 1 mean his motion may 
be moved toda\ or latm-, in any case not later than Friday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Dejuity President, T would request 
you to see section lOiS of our Jbocedurt* Pules and reijuivst that it be gaven 
effect to and 1 lie allowed to nio\e a shoit notice motion. The Financ(‘ 
Minist(‘r is presmit and has presented the Ap])ro])riatioii Accounts, etc 
Under Pule KKS we may have a eommittci' of our owm and tlu'.v mu^t disiuiss 
(these Approjiriation Accounts. So please allow mty Mr. Dejmly Pi«‘Nident, 
to move a short notic<‘ motion to the following- effect, J w'ant to lead it 
suf>‘^'estino’ the nam(‘s of the committee that is to be formed uiidiu Pule 108. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May 1 make a 
suj?^‘estion to the Opjiosition, to my fricuids over there, to consider wdiether, 
in view of the aiinouncmiumt made by the Finanei' Minister that he w'ill 
make soni(‘ announcement within a fortni^dit. we cannot wait for a fortni^’dit. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Kvmythino- may or may not be w'ell up 
to that tim(‘. We wuint to jiroceed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This is a controversial point: it is not 
a new tiling’. 1 have alrcad\ stated that this (piestion has been raisial off 
and on in tliis House and it i.s now' lamdino' for years lo‘»‘ether and yet no 
decision has lieen arrived at. Tn view' of the iirojiosal of Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury and Mr. J>as I do not want to <>‘ive any rulino- or decide the 
issue on ni\ ow'ii. T think it should be my duty to be puiided by the wisdom 
of the lUuisi' and it is for the Houst* to decide wdudher they should wait for 
a lew' da\s mori' or allow tin' resolution which my friend Mr. Has wuints to 
inoviu to be moved today. If it i^ the desire of the House that they cannot 
wait an\ lono^u’ and the> should have the lesolution moved here and now' [ 
have no objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 beo- to move that the Appropriation 
Accounts 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of tuder, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You are not a member of this House. 
You ar(* a ll 0 ^tlh' member. On a point of onler. Sir. This cannot be taken 
up in' this House today, as that is not down on tlu* Ordor Paper. Today is 
a non-ollicial day and ilime can be no special resolution on such a ('ontro- 
Wrsial matter. T do not like. Sir, that one. House should lake up an attitude 
Avhi(di ma\ hnul to a quarrel between the two Houses. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: T am sorry that an TTonTile 
Minister has raised the ijuestion ot controversy between the two Houses, 
it is ver\ unlm])])y. There is absolutely no conliovorsy and no suo'^estion 
of a eontianersy should be o-iven es])ecially by a Minister in this respect. 
The matter has’ come befoie this Hou.se for discussion and the efficient and 
the best wa\ of diseussino- it is first to set up a committee of this House to 
examine the details first and then leave it to tliis House to go further into 
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i\w inattp]'. It cannot l)c sai<1 that it is a (picstion wliicli is licyoiid the 
power of this House noi- ran it l>e said to raise a question ot a qiianad between 
tlie two Houses. The statement wliieh tlie Hon'hle Minister made is very 
iiniortuiiate. As regards admission ot a sjieeial motion that Mr. Das likes 
to move today in this regard I should sa\ that it tht- House is unanimous 
that it is a very important resolution and it should lie moved first I think 
the House can change the order of husine.ss of today to allow of that special 
motion being' moved and 1 believe, they are competent to do so without 
violating any Rules of the Council. 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM HOSSEIN: I suggest that the special 
motion be jiostponed till Friday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is in the ordm- pa]i<u : we hav(* got 
it and it arisivs trom the ajipropriation reports and the audit re]>ort. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, T associat(' m> si'll with what 
has been said b> my collmigue the Hon’ble Mr. Fa/.lur Rahman and 1 would 
like to siqiplement the objec'tion that he has raised by saying this: 1 refer 
to the Rengai Legislativt' Council Jb'ocediire Rule 2'2(2) wIku-i' it is said 
that no business not included in the order jiaper for the day shall be transact- 
ed at any meeting without the leave of the Rri^sident. So the statement 
that Mr. I)e]uity Rresidi'iit has made that he is entirt>I\' in the hands of 
the Hous(' in this matter is not (|uit(‘ correct. The powm‘ to allow or dis- 
allow has been vestial in him alone. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, this is almost a refleidion on the Chair, and the 
Hon’hle Minister should be asked to withdraw his remarks. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: T have said nothing wrong. I 
liave only ilrawn attention to the fact that the decision in the matt(*r does 
not lest with the House, The words “without the leave of tin* Ib'esident” 
would mean that Mr. Dejuity Pn'sident is not entirely in the hands of the 
House. His consent is necessary before such a motion can be moved, and 
be is at liberty to withhold such consent. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid the TTon'ble Finance Minister 
is labouT’ing under a misconception. The question has been raised as a 
question (d Piivitegi* of tin' House and such a question can be raised at any 
moment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid the Chair has mis- 
understood mt*. I have only stated that a re.solution which is not on the 
Order Papei' can only be moved ^vilh the consent of the Pn*sident only. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This imans the President or 
any other ])residing otlicer. In tin* absi'iice of the Ibesidi'iit tin' Deputy 
President tor the ])ur])oses of the House exercises all the functions of the 
Chair; otherwise there is no smisi* in having a Deputy President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that tlie A jipropi iation 
Accounts for 1944-4d and Amlit Reiiort, PMb, and the Financf* Accounts for 
H)44-4d and the Audit Rejioit, PHd, b(‘ reti'rred to a Committee consisting 
ot the following to H'jiort thcieon within a fortnight trom dati' ; — 

The Hon'ble Minister in chargi' of the Finance Department, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mr. Hamidiil Huq Chowdhury, 

Air. Geoige Morgan, 

Mr. Haridas Alazuimlar. 

Air. Riien Roy, and 

the mover, 

and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to form 
a quorum shall be tWee. 
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Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Sir, may I again 
say for tlio, sake of peace and amity: It seems that what 1 have been point- 
ing out all along this day has not been understood 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM HOSSEIN: Sir, I cannot allow as 
long as 15 days for the purpose for the Einance Minister to arrive at a deci- 
sion, but let us wait tor 7 days, that is, till next Friday. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I support the motion moved by my 
friend Mr. Lalit (diandra Das. 'J1iis matter has been hanging hre for a long 
time and I think no further time should be allowed, and the sense of the 
House may be taken on it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, older. T take it that it is the 
pleasure of the House that some motion should b(‘ moved on this ])oint by 
this House. 1 hav(‘ considered it from all jioints of view. 1 have also 
taken into acc.ount the objeedion raised on behalf of the Goveinmenl. Now, 
may I request th(‘ House to wait till Friday next to bring this motion before 
the Hous(‘? May 1 take it that it is accepted ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes. 

Sir M, AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Ma\ 1 take it that in the 
meantime it is o])en to any memix'r of th(‘ House to give notice of anv 
motion relevant to the issue 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ves. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with your ])ermission I beg 
to introduce the Bengal Bure Food Bill, BJ47, which was published in the 
Calcuifa (idzcfic on the 8th March UM7. I also give notice that I shall 
move at short notice that the Bill b(‘ takim into (*onsideration on the dlst 
March 1!)47 and also move on the same day that thi‘ Bill as scdtled in the 
Council be passed. 

The SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): The Bengal Bure Food Bill, 

1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is not in the Order Paper. Today 
is the non-otlicial day. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: AYe have so many Bills to move and introduce. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Do we understand that the 
lionourabh* members do not want ])ure food in the proviiicei^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is simide introduction. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: So, Sir, the otlier introductions also may take place 
before discussion of Bills in the order presented takes place. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. Now as regards the Pure 
Food Bill sonn^ time Avill have to be fixml within which the members might 
put in their amendments. May I fix the 24th of March 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; This is a very big Bill. It may have tr 
go to Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: This Bill was refererd to a Select 
Committee and it has come out of the Select Committee. Because the Bil 
lapsed it had to be reintroduced. The point is this that this Bill wai 
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introduced in tlie Lower House and tliere it was referred to n Select Com- 
mittee and we have already incorporated the recommendations of the Select 
Committee in this Bill which is now beino- iulroduced in the Upper House 
here. There will he no purpose in sendiTig it to the Select Coinpiittee again. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDEHT: So I fix the 24th of March for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In this time for amendments meant only 
for amendments such as that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon, etc., or 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All sorts of amendments including amend- 
ments for the existing clauses of the Bill. 1 have allowed you ten days’ 
time. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the (himinal ihocedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Oixh'r, order. Is it the plejisure of the 
Hous(‘ to grant leave to Mr. Nagmidra !Nath Moholanobish to introduce the 
Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment ) Jlill, 1947:^ 

(Thei't* AAas no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Ciiminal Procedure (Bengal Amendmei\i) Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Si]-, I beg to move for leave 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rise on a point of order. 
Tliis Bill i-(‘(jui7es the ])revious sanction of the (lovio-nor and I bidii^ve that 
sanction has not been grantinl. The Bill thendore (*annot be introduced. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may T enquire if it is not 
possible to devise some ways ami means by which members’ Bills may be 
actually takem u]t tor consideration in view of a large number of Bills that 
are }>eing intiodma'd and sent to Select t'ommitteevs ? TTi(‘ etlecl of all this 
is that every Bill kills the other Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The jirevious .sanction of the Governor 
not liaving been obtained, tiie Bill cannot he introduced. 

Extension of time for submission of Select Committee’s Report. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may I formally move two similar motions, of 
which I have duly given notice y 

One is that the Uouneil is ol opinion that time tor submission of the 
Beport of the Select Committee on the Kastern Jhmgal Disorderly House 
(Amendment) Bill he extended np to the dlst October, 1947. 

The Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I Leg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Land-revenue Sales (Amendnaent) Bill, 1946. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of llie House to allow 
the nieiiiher leave to introduce the Beiif^'al L«in(l-rev’'enue Sales ( Amen dine nt) 
Bill, 1940? 

(There was no ohj(*etion.) 

SECRETARY: The Benf^al Land-revenue Sales (Amendment! Bill, 
1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill i.s iiifroduo(*d. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : I he^ to move for leave 
[to introduce tin* ('rimiiial Procedure (Bengal Second Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is i<, ihe pleasure of the ILiuse to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1947? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Criminal Piocedure (Bengal Amendment^ Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to inlroduce the Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, J94b. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the ])leasure of tln^ House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic 
(Amendment) Bill, 194(i? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 194b. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: I beg to move tor leave 
to introduce the Bengjil Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the ph'asure of the House to allow 
leave to the member to introduce the Bengal Municii)al (Aimuulment) Bill 
1947? 

(There was no ohjection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Munici])al (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Public (Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 194b. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the idea^ure of the House to allow 
leave to the member to introduce the Bengal Public (rambling (Amendment) 
Bill, 194b. 

(There was no objection.) 
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SECRETARY: The Bengal Ihihlu- (iamhlin^' ( Aineii<li)ieTit ) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill i^ iutmlueeil. 

The Bengal Release on Probation and Temporary Release of Prisoners Bill, 

1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I he to move tor leave to introiluee the Bengal 
Release on lh'ol)at]on and Teinporar\ Ihdease <d Pri'^oiuo’s Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1^ it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the nienilx'r leave to introduce the Beuf^al Release on 1‘rohation and Tempo- 
rary Release of Rri>one]s Bill, 194t)‘:' 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Release on J’rohation and Teni])orary 
Release of Prisoners Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill i. introduced 

The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to mov<‘ tor leavt* lo ]ntr(»duc(‘ the Bengal 
IT ban Poor and I nom])loyed Ibdnd' Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ts it the pleasure of the TToiise to allow 
the member h'avi* to intioduce the Bengal Prban Poor and limmiployed 
Rehet Bill, P)47 

(There was no objection. ) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemidoved Relief Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill i. introduced. 

Now the IIousi^ will take up th(‘ consideration of iln^ Psuiious laians Bill. 

The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The TTouse will now take u]i considera- 
tion of the Psurious l.oans (Bengal Anumdment > Bill, PMO, clause by 
clause. 

( 'hmsc /, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 1 .tand jiari of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii, A\ith your permission ] want to mov(' a short- 
liotic(‘ amendnumt 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ab»u cannot move ii. Ta*i sonu' other 
honourable member mo\e it on youi liehalf. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sn, 1 beg to move that in phu'c ol ‘‘1944” the 
figure “1947” be substituted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It >m 11 tlun lo>e its antiquity 
Value. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment mo\ed that in place of 
”1944” the figuie ”1947” be ^ub^t ituted. 

The qu(‘siion befoie the House is that in pbu e of ”1944” the figure 
”1947” be substituted. 

, (The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The quesiion before the House is that 
clause 1 as amended si and part of the Bill. 

(Tiic motion was jmt and af»Teed to.) 

Clause lA. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Clause lA stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that cdause lA stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was jnit and af’reed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clauses 2 and d stand j)art of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Title and tlu' Freamble be added to the Bill. 

(The question was put and ajireed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I be<^ to move that the TTsurious Loans 
(Bengal Anumdment ) Hill, 1947. as settled in tlie Council, be i)assed. 

Sir, this is a ver\ smij)1e amending Bill. 4’he Csurious T^oans Act was 
passed in J91(S. Its ])iinei])a] obj(‘et was to gi\(‘ i-elief in all kinds of loan 
to the debtors in case of e\c(‘ssive and unlair rates of interest and in 
other wa\s. The Central Banking Lnquiiy Committi*e and some of the 
Provincial Banking Knquiry Coinmitl(‘es lound that that Act A^as practically 
a d(‘ad lettei' and had i)e(‘n made Ai‘ry little use of by the Indian (k)urts 
owing to th(‘ defects in scadion 4 ol this Act. Theii* aie two conditions 
precedent which are to be eomplnal Avith Indon* a court can e.xercise power 
under this section. Tlu* first condition is in sc'ction d(/)(o) “the interest 
is ex(*essiAa‘’ ’ and th(‘ second condition is in section that “the 

transaction bc‘tv\(‘(m the ])arties was substantially nnlaiC’. Tho two condi- 
tions ar(‘ coniu'cti'd by th(‘ Avord and and so the court will see if both the 
conditions ai(' lulfilled before taking action. Noav according to this amend- 
ing Bill the conjunction and is converted into or so that the court cannot 
insist on the fulfillment ot both (he conditions. Fithm- (a) or (It) will 
suffice for the purpose of thmr taking action. In the absence of such a 
chang’e the couit ma,A or ma\ not us(' their discridionary powers to give 
relief to a debtor. Now b\ this aimuidment it is compulsoiy ujion the court 
to take a(*tion. 4his is a very imeful aimuidment and J comnuuid my amend- 
ing Bill, namely, the Usurious lioaiis (Bengal Amendment) Bill. 1947, for 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the TTsurious Loans 
(Bengal Aimuidineiit ) Bill, 1947, as settled in the (kmncil, be passed. 

The (juestion before the House is that th(‘ I surious TiOans (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the rouncil. b(‘ passc'd. 

(The question Avas put and agrei'd to.) 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As regards this ]bll the first reading is already 
over and tlu* motion for consideiation Avas ])assed. Noaa^ the second and 
third readings are to be taken uj). 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Y(‘s, the House will uoav take up 
consideration of the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940, clause 
by clause. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Court of AFards 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration, clause by clause. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, there will be some short 
notice amendments from the Government side. 
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Clause 1. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The quest iou before the House is that 
clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and ag-reed to.) 

Clause 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agri'ed to. * 

Clause .2.4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The que stion is that edause 2A stand part 
of the Bill. 

The Hofl’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg- to move an amend- 
ment which is in the nature of a drafting annmdment, namely, that for 
2A of the Bill, the following clause* he substituted, namely: — 

2A. In section 5 of the said Act, tor the second ])aragrai)h commencing 
with the words “it shall deal” and ending with the woi’ds “jirovisions of 
the Act”, the following shall be substituted, namely, “it shall deal with 
every person and every property which may be placed under its charge in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act or of which it may take or retain 
charge under this Act“. 

This is merely a drafting amendment. Sir, to make matters clear and 
this is also an imj)rovem(*nt on tlie draft as m the IBll. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2A as amended stand part of the Bill was Jthen 
put and agreed to. 

Clause o 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, as I have intimated, I beg 
to move another short notice amendment, namely, tliat in clause 3 of this 
Bill, for Hie proposed section (JB, (he following section lx* substituted, 
namely : — 

GB. A\ hen in re,>pt*ct of any pioiuietor an order is made by the 
Provincial Government under section G or si'ction GA, — 

{a } the Coiiil shall take chaige ot all ihe j)ropi‘rty of such proprietor 
within ils jurisdiction and may in its discretion also take the 
charge of the person of such propiletor if such jiroprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 

{h) the C'ourt may in its di.scretion also take the idiargc* of the person 
and property of any minor member of the family of such 
proprietor who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the 
jiroperty of such ])i'oprietor. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 3 of 
the Bill, for the proposed section GB the following section lie substituted, 
namely : — 

GB. When in respect of any proprietor an order is made by the Provin- 
cial Government under section G or section GA, — 

(a) the Court shall take charge of all the property of such proprietor 
within its jurisdiction and may in its discretion also take the 
charge of the person of such proprietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 
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(h) the Court may in its discretion also take the charge of the person 
and pi'operty of any minor member of the family of such 
proprietor who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the 
property of such proprietor. 

The question before the House is that in clause 3 of the Bill, for the 
proposed se{!tion GB tlie following section be substituted, namely: — 

6B. When in respect ol any proprietor an order is made by the Provin- 
cial Government under section (1 or section GA, — 

{a) the Court shall take charge of all the property of such proprietor 
within its jurisdiction and may in its discretion also take the 
charge of tlie person of such i)iO})rietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 

(h) the Court may in its <iiscretion also take the charge of the person 
and property of a!iy minor member of the family of such proprietor 
who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the property of 
such proprietor. 

(The motion was jnit and agieed to.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The question l)elore the House is that 
clause 3 as amended stand })art of tlie Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 4 of the Bill in the proposed section 7 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH ; Gn a point of order, Sir. 

I find that the llon’ble Minisler is moving anumdments one after the other. 
They are not formal amendments at all and notice ot these amendments have 
not been given to an> mmnbei^ of the House. \V(‘ jire all in tin* dark as to 
how th(\se amendments aie going to atlect the main ])r()visions of the Bill. 
If my friend Mr. Nur Alimed acce]>ts tlu' amendments I tliink the best way 
of doing so is to have those amendments incorporat(‘d in the Bill after due 
notice to the members of the House so that ne may be in a position to 
understand their nature and eff«*ct. Of course short-notice amendments can 
be allowed b\ the Chair if h(‘ thinks it is nece.ssaiy. But we are in a 
difficult ])osition to follow Avhat is going on. So Avill it not be proper to 
give us notice and take up the Bill later 

The Hon’bie Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the amendments I have 
suggested are all formal and are only drafting changes 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, the matter went to 
the Select ('ommittee and the Select (bmniittee reported on it and unless 
Ave have notice ot amendments A\e eannot understand the implication oi the 
ame n dm en t s 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is altogether a had principle (o 
alloAV ainendnu'iits to he mo\ed Avithoiit giving us notice. We feel it a great 
difficulty to follow the amendments and we object to it. Simply because the 
Hon’hle Minister says the) are formal Ave cannot accept it. We must 
understand that the)' ari' ioiinal. We have not got copy of the ameiidmeuts 
and we eannot fidlow what the Hoihhle iMinistm* says. We must under- 
stand that the amendments do not materially affect the Bill and are of a 
formal natm(' before avc> can accept them. Therefore the Chair is chary and 
we are unwilling to allow' the amendments to be iiiOA’'ed in the Avay in Avhich 
the Hoihhle Minister is moving them. I suggest, Sir, that tlie Hon’ble 
Minister should not be allow'ed to move the amendments. We have not even 
got a copy of the amendments. 
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Mti DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. So long* I was allowing* 
lese short-notice amendments because I hclieved that the honourable 
lonsor ot the Bill has no objection to accept them. I was also under the 
npression that the amendments were simply drafting changes. However, 
there is any objection from the House, well, 1 am luepared to postpone 
le consideration of the Bill, but at the same time I would like to remind the 
onourable members that this is a non-official Bill and non-official Bills are 
iken up very rare. If 3 ’'ou miss this opportunity, the sponsor of this Bill 
ill hardly get another opportunity in the near tuture to move this Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH ; Sir, T do appreciate 
hat has fallen from the Chaii*. 1 submit that the members should have 
ifficient opportunity to consider whether thes(‘ are merely verbal or formal 
janges, whether they affect the provisions of the Bill." All these things 
jght to be taken into consideration in allowing these shoit notice amend- 
ents to be moved. Moreover, we have not received copies of the amend- 
ents and therefore it is difficult for us to tollow' wdiat are the changes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the (lovernment is not 
Lsponsible for this Bill. It is only wdth a view^ to help the mover of the 
ill that the Government has brought in some formal amendments so that 
ns Bill is not passed with many drafting defects. If the House so likes 
shall not move any amendments and let the Bill proceed as it is. 

Mr. DEPUPTY PRESIDENT: Apart from the fact that these amend- 
ents are going to be moved at a short notice the office could not examine 
le amendments that are now being proposed. Under these circumstances 
think it desirable that the Bill should not be proceeded wdth any further, 
should b(‘ ])ostponed and in the meantime tlie copies of the amendments 
lould be circulated to the honourable members. 

The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now* take up the Indian Lunacy Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
mendment) Bill, lf)4d, as re])oited by the Select Committee be taken into 
insideration. 

Sir, it is a very simple Bill. It only provides for the temporary release 
the lunatics when the guardians or relatives so desire. It is a non- 
intentioiis Bill. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy 
dengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, as reported by the Select Committee, be 
iken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Indian Lunacy (Bengfa] Amend- 
ent) Bill, 1943, as reported by the Seh'ct Committee, be taken into 
)nsideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.; 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I^ it the phasu re of tlie House tliat the 
hll should 1 »e proceeded with or do they want time or notice for jiutting in 
men dments. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: So lar as I could see, 
lie Select Committee repoit has changed the original Bill altogether aiid it 
rill be convenient it the members got some time to consider the change and 
would like to submit that this Bill requires recirculation. Anyway we 
my be glad to have an opportunity to put in amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How’ many days wull be necessary? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 10 days. 
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Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I fix 3 p.m. on the 21st March as the time 
up to which amendments might be put in. 

The Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 
Regulation Bill, 1940. 

(As reported by the Select Committee.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 be g to move that the Bill as reported by the 
Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Muslim 
Marriage Exlravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, 
be tak('n into consideration. 

(Tht' question was put and agreed to.) 

Hon’ble Mr, SYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: I request that a 
long period of lime may be given for submission of amendments to the 
clauses of the Bill. I would suggest 15 days. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. Notice of amendments to this 
Bill may be given by 3 p.m. on the 31st of March. 

The Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) 

Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: I beg to move that the 
Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Hindu Women’s 
Rights to Pro])erty (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943, be taken 
into consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: First let me ascertain if the House want 
time for giving notice of amendments. Is it the pleasure of the House that 
the Bill be forthwith proceeded with? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, Sir, it cannot be taken up 

forthwith (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: You are not a member of this 

House and you cannot object to it.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: No, we are not making 

any change except this formal change. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Time for notice of amendments is allowed 
till 31st March. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales and Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1944. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I beg to move thal the Bengal Land Revenue Sales 
and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The HmCble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land and Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Laban yaprabha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 
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(6) Mr. Choudhiiry Moazzem Hos.sein aJt(ts Lai Mia, 

(7) Mr. Haridas Mazunidar, 

(8) Mr. Latafat Hos.saiii, 

(9) Mr. Lalit CJiaiidra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) tlie mover, 

vitb instructions to submit their report within five months from the daj© 
)f reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
lecessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

This is a simple amending' Bill which was circulated 'to 'the members and 
^ do not like to dilate on it. I commend it to the acceptance of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred 
:o a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazliir Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land and Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Labanyaprabha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(G) Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossein alias Lai Mia, 

(7) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(8) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mrr*"Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

vith instructions to submit their report within five months from the da'fe 
if reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
lece.^Mirv to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ((uestion before the House is that 
he Bengal T.and Revenue Sales and th(‘ Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
lill, H)44, be leferrt'd to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Tli(‘ Hon’bh' Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Ministo]- In charge of the 

De]):i] Imeat of Land and liand Revenue, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. X. S. Roy, 

(•V) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(G) Mr. C1u)udhur\ Mf)azzem Hossein alias Lai Mia, 

(7) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(8) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

=^ith instructions to submit tlieir report within five months from the date 
4 leterence and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
lecessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

41 
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The Bengal Holy Quoran#ale Bill, 1943. 

T. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Holy Quoran. 
Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the- 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankiin Cbandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Charu Cbandra Sanyal, 

(6) Mr. Satisb Cbandra Sen, 

(7) Kban Sabib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Jlon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.e., c.i.e., 

(9) Kban Bahadur Gbyasuddin Patban, and 
(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months trom the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence sliall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this Bill has been brought in only to regulate the said of the Holy 
Quoran. This has been passed into Act in the Punjab, N. W. F. P. and 
Sind. This is a non-controversial Bill. I commend my Bill to the accept- 
ance ‘of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal Holy 
Quoran Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the- 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit (’handra Das, 

(5) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(6) Mr. Satisb Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.e., c.i.e., 

(9) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date- 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move a short notice- 
amendment, namely, the name of Mr. Latafat Hossain in the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many members are there now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Ten. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have no objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the name of 
Mr. Latafat Hossain be included in the Select Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
name of Mr. I.atafat Hossain be included in the Select Committee. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIOENTil The question before 'the House is that the 
Bengal Holy Quoran Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon’])1e Mr. Tarak Nath Miikerjea, M.n.E., c.i.E., 

(9) Khan Bahadur Ghyasiuldin Pathan, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report witliin five months from the data 
of referenda and tliat the number of members whose presence shall ha 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

The Bengal Practitioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Practitioners of 
[ndian System of Medicine Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within four months from the date of the passing 
M the motion for circulation. 

It has been circulated once and I believe that the honourable membera 
of the House have gone through the opinions and so I do not like to make 
Et speech on it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Practi- 
tioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944 be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon within four months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
che Bengal Practitioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944, be 
firculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon within four monthft 
:rom the date of the passing of the motion for circulation. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

The Agriculturists Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Agriculturists Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing of the 
notion for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Agriculturists 
Loans (Bengal Amendment ) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of 
diciting opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing 
)f the motion for circulation. 

The question before the house is that the Agriculturists Loans (Ben^ai 
Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting option 
.hereon within five months from the date of the passing of the motion for^ 
firculation. 

(Th^ question was put and agreed to.) 
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The Bengal Village Self-Government |(Amendment) Bill, 1944. ^ 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I move that the Beno-al ViUaoe Self-Govern- 
ment (Aiijendment) Bill, 11)44, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing the 
motion for ciiculation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Village 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within five months from the date, of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for tlie purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing of the 
motion for circulation. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is proposed to change the meeting 
>ime of the House from 2-15 to 1-45 p.m. May I take it that there is no 
objection from the Government side? 

(Some memhers on the Government side. — Except on Fridays.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p.m. 
on Monday the 17th March 1947. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday the 17th March, 

1947. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of this Council 
held on the 14th March 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(r3) Mr. Hemeiidra Kumar Has, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Hutta, 

(5) Ml’. Eric Hennot Haync, 

{()) Khali Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Elhihi, 

(7) Mr. Mungturaiu Jaipuiia, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(9) Mr. Huma>un Z. A. Kabir, 

(10) Mr. S.yed Abdul Majid, 

■{11) Mr, T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) Hr. Kumud Sankar Boy, 

(13) Mr. Muhammad Taufiq, and 

(14) The llon’ble Sir Bejoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.I.e. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Fir&t Session, 1947 — No. 19. 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 17th March, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., being the 19lli 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2)(rt) of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, 1936. 

Me. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e ) 
was in the Chair. 


General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister has given this Ilouse a fairly detailed statement on the lamentable 
( ondition of the finances of the Province- 

For 194G-47 the deficit will amount to the enormous total of 
IIL 13, 28, 47, (XK) and for 1947-48 the anticipated deficit is Its. 6,20,14,000. 
Ittese are very heavy items and so far as one can see we have no means for 
balancing the budget. 

The Finance Minister is lioping for an adequate measure of financii^ ‘ 
assistance from the Centre but so far has not received any resi)onse from' 
that (|uarter. He said that should there be no fair and equitable financial 
settlement between the Centro and the Province, then the Province had no 
other course open to it than to ask for ad hoc subventions from year to year. 
Idiis is a terrible position to he in, and in view of the latest statement mad© 
by His Majesty’s Government it now appears an urgent necessity that the*’ 
Ihovinco should obtain a financial statement with the Centre which will 
enable it to stand on its own feet. We share Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta’s 
View that Muslims and Hindus in this Province must co-operate it the 
^indesirable alternative of a partition is to be avoided and in our opinion the 
best basis of co-operation is to be found in the Cabinet Mission’s Plan. We 
hope, therefore, most earnestly that the Muslim League will enter the 
f«^^o^nstituent Assembly. 

• Looking to the future, it seems to me tlmt there musi be some drastic 
cutting down o£j expenditure if we are ever to balance our budget. 

In the debat^ on the budget last year I said that there was scope for 
(‘utting down ex])enditure in two departments, namely. Civil Supplies and 
Agricidture. The first named department (fivil Supplies, is a very costly 
one and we do not get any commensurate results. The Finance Minister 
tells us that a sub-committee of the Cabinet is looking into the question of 
possible reduction of staff, and that is 10 lakhs had so far been saved.^ But 
what about the loss of sale of subsidised food amounting to Its. 2,45,26,000 
in the revised budget for 1946-47 and to Bs. 1,51,00,000 in the budget 
estimate for 1947-48? No information has been given as to how this loss 
was incurred. 

Again the loss on Boat Construction Programme was Hs. 29,76,000 in the 
revised estimate for 1946-47 and is Rs: 1,26,56,000 in the budget estimate 
for 1947-48. Severe criticism was levelled against Government on boat 
construction during last year’s budget debate and was evidently justifi^. 
Now GovQj'pment intend to cut their loss and practically wipe off this i^. 
The ’iteit'toilding contractors would seem to be the only people who li^e 
benufetli 'by the scheme. If the Civil Supplies Department was drast^ 
al®i retrenched our deficit would be greatly reduced and I woul^ suggwy^ 


38? ^ GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. [17th March, 

.that the Finance Minister should enlist the aid oi business men in overhaul* 
ing the expenditure of this Department. It is difficult lo see what parti- 
cular benefits we derive from an expenditure of about six crores. 

As regards Agriculture, there are items of expenditure which could be 
cut out without impairing the efficiency of the Department. AVhat results 
do we get from “Agriculture Demonstration and Propaganda” 
Its. l,ll,13,UWr^ This is a veiy large sum but we Jiave no details about 
results. Again, “Agricultural Development” Ks. G(>,U2,000 — what is thisi^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I enquire of the Leader of the House as +o 
where the Finance Minister is. He should have been here. 

The Hon’hle Mr. SAIYED MOAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: Sir, he has 
sent word that he would be coming just now. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJI: Sir, the Parliamentary 
Secretary is here taking notes. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Parliamentary iSecretary is after aJl Parliamentary 
Secretary. Finance Minister should have been in the House. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I would also like to draw the attention of the Finance 
Minister to the “Advances to Cultivators” which shows a balance outstand- 
ing on 1st April, P>47, estimated to be Ks. 41^110,000. It would be 
interesting to know why and how these loans are given. Who is the decid- 
ing authority in the matter of granting loans and what ( onditions do Gov- 
ernment lay down before paying over!' Large aniouiits are budgetted for 
seed farms and seed stores m every thana. 1 have no laitli that these items 
will give any practical results. The elimination of these items and some 
other smaller ones would reduce our deticit. 1 would suggest that an inde- 
pendent body on business lines such as an Agricuiltuial Credit (h)-operaiion 
should be set up. 

I now tui’ii to the Load Constj'uction i^rogjamme. A sum of 
[ts. 1,32, 00, (HK) has been j)rovided for 1947-48 and the details are given on 
pages G2-(>3 of the budget estimate of Civil Works. It has been stressed 
over and over again by Vicejoys, Governors and ])ublic bodies that Hoad 
(Vnistruction should liave No. 1 priority and yet theie is no apparent recog- 
nition in the Budget kStatement of the im])ortance of Poufl Construction to 
the development of the Province. 

I do not know how the programme is decided upon. Was the decision 
based on the King’s Iteport or was it on proposals put forward by the Pro- 
vincial Board of Communications h* 

In any case I hope Government realise the impoi Uince of jmshing on with 
Road Construction as rajudly as possible. 

As regards the revised 5-Year Development Plan, amounting to Rs. 153 
crores, 1 may say that in view of the constitutional position, my opinion is 
that as much as possible should be undertaken before June, 1948. Where 
will Bengal get its share of the capital expenditure not to speak of the 
recurring liability?' Government must surelj^ have some ])lan for meeting 
these liabilities. 

I now turn to the Debt Position. The Finance Minister has omitted 
an explanation of the Debt Position. We are entitled to know what the 
position is, having regard to the recurring deficits and to the accumulating 
load of unproductive debt. I expect a reply to this. 

As regards Medical, T would like to know whether the Finance 
Minister has any idea of what this Province will have to provide for under 
the “Workmen’s State Insurance Act”, when passed by the Central 
Ijegislature. An agreement has to be made between the Board aha the 
Provincial Governments regarding the sharing of the cost of medical 
timenities, 
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• Referring to the Calcutta (Corporation loans, I object most strongly to 
this body being bolstered up by finance taken from provincial revenues. 
Why should provincial tax-payers have to put their hands in their pockets 
to enable the Calcutta Corporation to keep its head above water. 

I see the Finance Minister has agreed to grant a loan of Rs. 50,00,000 
repayable within 12 months provided the Corporation agrees to the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of Experts to examine its hnancial position and 
administrative set up. But what hope is there of repayment within the 
time specified? 

Since 1929 the administration of the Calcutta (Corporation has gone 
steadily downhill and it is high time that some drastic action should be 
taken, even if it means that Government should supersede the Corporation. 
This Corporation is a glaring example of what can happen in a Democratic 
Body which had bred the imagination of the late Surendra Nath Banerjee 
m 1922. I was then one of the ('Councillors. 

Referring to Education, the grant under this head seems to be insuffi- 
cient as when grants-in-aid are allotted, the grants already given to existing 
schools are reduced in order that new schools may get some grant. This 
seems to me to be a bad policy and more money should be allotted to cover 
grants lo new schools where necessary. 

To sum up, the finances of the Province are in a very bad state and the 
future looks decidedly gloomy, but we must do our best to get a balanced 
budget in the near future, and we must always bear in mind His Majesty’s 
Government’s announcement in this connection, as no one knows what 
the position of the C(*ntre and the Provinces alter June, 1948 will be. 
The iiosition of the (huitre as disidosed by the budget does not warraut Uft 
to expect much help from that quarter. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : mm, m, TO at 

51^ <rr^ m\ ^rr^rr srrro 

awr ctoh 

^ ^ TO 515 a^ m.- 

TO ct«?rr to m aum to: ^ TO" tor TOnt 

l ^Tn^TR 54^5^ ®1R <rr^cTR ^R SRT UST 'STR ^SOSR JTR 51 1 

^ TO <uc'feui? 51-^ 5r a^^ 5^^;tor «(TfTO « 

TO ilTO <IC'SiCl? R RtTOR5, OT 

’KT RfTO TO5r TORI TORR TO5.15 51 

to: 5Rr TO 5ri 

TO TO TOR 5RT5I1to 55 ®(TTO 

TO 5’^, 5RT ’TlfTOH TO, 'JTTO TO 5^ fTOl ^ TOTO CTOTO f5C:^ TO I at TOi*r 
^TO TORI Half nTf^>5lC5< R TOSi^ TOR « TOTO R TO5r TOR 

R»t RRT TO ^ TO15! 

55; TOITTO 6 TOROTO « 5TtR TO CTO I 51^ 5«R 

5rC5iC&5 grant 5R C521 f5f54*5TC5 ^T^ER 'sr^ER 5^5 5515 C5C*r, *5^ 5TC?^ 

TOCR '8 5lC<SiCi?5 Cii>655'R figure TOCR 5TO 51851 ?R5 5^ TO rt^, «IR 
:TO TO^ 5Ttl 

^ 511^ TO i5*R 5fTO »cnl»<5rt5 TO TOR51 15^ 5T C ^ S 

®tC5<F 5Fi[T TOR, RTO’ develop TO iJTO 55^ 5C<T «£l5t^l R*CT 

develop 5^’TO RR CTOR CTO f^R^T 5^;;C^ "TTf'TO TO TO55, TO TO 

^ W5ri 



384 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. [17th March. 


a^pf^ fro iot «rr$lT5 ^r:i^i 5 ^;^ *m- 

»rnw CHTHK « to totort srr&f®^ 

a?^ mHc' 5< ^ 5T^ TO w TO =^"1 a^ ^ » p a 1 cK< >i«t to N 

TOTO H<S>1<1 ^iSTo develop TOST TOH^ 

2 tf^ SRT'Tl a^: developmental n-bICo f^ 5wil TOf, TO(^ 

5(TO[ ^ TO TOT TO TO« assf^ SSTTT, a^ f^fK-l TOTO SfTO TOTO 

^TO«rT toItor ^ 5(5 to sc?r 15 ^ ctoIs ’Q 5 t?p as^ 

2IR*t TOT CTO®TT TO! loanas CSTO CTOIS 

[®TO ^T!^ ST 5^f;;f5T OT5 fnTOTO SCTORI SSTOSS ’STfTO CS 5TO 6 TOTTO 

®1<HK IR, OT TOST iTOTO STl Sf^TCSS ©[TT5 TOTO SRTC^ a^S TOv^ 

sniTOt, ®rTs ®TrsTRs to^tt ^'•i ^ttott tok^ [^<p ots iSt«Gi i stnctt 
R*t TOR, TOR *3 fsTO a?; TOT as" g[TO SR froi Controlas 5 t;;irt^ fro a^ 
STSTO TO^ TO^l TO 5^ ^'U5 S^f^TO aRS TO(^ TOS’ CS*ftl 

SKHICS S^T5*T <TO[ TO5, ®rTS STs^ SIS C^TTTOR I ^TTS I^T^ ^TST ^TTSTS 5S STn^TTS 

iSiHHISTSI^ Sf C*TR^ SIS SJTRS ^SS ^T^ *9 SSS^Sl as Civil Supply Department - 
a foH s^Hcs a^ st“ stt ^ csr^ 8 o G ist istts^tr [kcsc^ i otrs siTsisrtt 

as’ csTTOTS ®i®TR a^ R a^s;;;isTT Gists aGisr st^ctts sfsa ^r^stsi'ts st¥ i^tr 

®RTTS SSI ST'^T IS^TRS tSISTRS SISG’ ISIS S*TST fs*bS^ RISS STl STSTO a^ Civil 
Supply Department , a^ ^TOl? D(‘partment TOSC^ S?t; WcTRST SS^tTO TO 

TO TOR. fS^ g[fSSTS TO ISTSTTS TOST ^Rt 1ST R’TO <TTt STl TOS SR TO SSt 
TOTTRTT a?: TOGR as^ STtlS RTS ST CSR S^ISRTKS ISTTRS IS^TST ST SSRS I5T RiTCGs RTTR 
TO TO STR 1 a TORS a^ R»t 1 SnroST to RR R STS ®TTfS R*t1 fsi; SSI^ UJt ST t 
issssTs s^-asfG ssis fsijitsfsfss riGstG" hist sGst Scs^is sts?rr toi st^ijs fbzr 2 r*U> 
SSTtR sfsi 

S^SST RTTO R SRItS aSs TO^IST SS^STS R TOfstlSTOS srtT5T ®TfSH ^TTR. 

rSSTR ®(TfS RISIt R RfSTSSTS CISTSTS RTTS TOTS fsfM SSSTIS SJt: 'STTSflJ « SSTO5 
Ss^s ST ISS. RST STS 5TS STTS "TOSST 00 STST SSTOJ STfSCS STSl all SlfSIS STS ST 
SfS SSTO^ RSTS 5RS iJ^TST fSR; GTST CHSTR fSIS TOII? HTISSl ait R ®(S^ a^ TOTO? 
iSRT TOf^ SST ST TORS SSTS CSTS TO TO5: SRT ®UtS ST S;TOrSTtHS^ STfS STt'l 

OTSss sT^cTTs r*i^i — a^ f*nsT Ts^ks r Gist sts sst si^, tot ®TTs*ns^Ts i^^rts 
snroj SSI S^Tm ISR tot SST^ TOTT TsCS tscs STncTTS HSH? ISTTO Free Primary 
Education aSRT STSS^ SST S’Sl ST I OTSHS a5: Primary Education free SSSTS 
HI«S HRS STTOTSj^S SSTS SST a«R6 CSTS TO TOIRSO ST^l STISTG S^TCS CS«U 

STS a^ stistG CSS5T css SST TOR assra'asf^ h*^2RTcss ctors fro e cscscss fros 
iSRf, TO css TO H*gRTISS ?TO SCS^ ST HSTST S’CS CSR — TOTS TO TOSTSiSl Sit I a^ST 
^HSrfSST SCTOiO ^HSTfSST RIR?S SISCSSl StS HSlt SST TO TOTS TO5 TO?^ Sit I 

fs^ ®nts at SST sro Rt sss tHsiTssr scs^ sst to, i5ss st^sts toiss «is;ji®' h^- 

STS ISTifM TO S^SSTOS css Cissfs asf& SIHiST SST S’S ST? TO S*T STO SIS 

StSSPSTS TOSlSig^ STTflSS 5TSCSS STSSTS ®ITO5 'SlH^fSST HCT« ^^TISS 5TSSTS TO a<R^ 
CSR CSIRGS sst To Sit I ST^TO STlfSCSCB TOSiHff' iSOlM S?ft TOR CSR HTO aS^. 
CSR HS5 S;-I5R, TOIS SSSO ST flRiSR STCSSl S^SRS S;-l^ S*2ft «ITRSl ®IT1 s 
tSISSTOS I5^ICSS S51CST— SSS SIRTC^ tHHlfSST SCSi^ SSSTS at provision HTSIJ SKS 
TOT TOSlS^ I^T1 t 5S fHTO TO astS" SCSi^ SSR provision TOIS ST CSS? 

S^TOR iSTTfiS CTO TOSlS^ iSTifiJ fWS H;;;S CS<t ^ SRI STC^ ? SC *R^TCS f»tTO 
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i-uftm <£i^ ^ ^rro, 

s'ji ®i^fl35 A\^\ ^ ^ TO 5i<R c^rfn 

59prf“t5i'^ iSiiTo^i SiHi c<M«^ <K^i ^*r?T <Tr^, hch 5 ^ l^isrrtsiirr 

^ 5Trca«n1w TOf TO ^1 *i;<c; s[^ JTT^gr- 

TOTiSi 1 

TO’R Irrigation Department TO In‘igation*a5 iSRT 

department ^^TIW^T. n4<i*i<G Writers’ Buildings dt fauil? 

TO CTO^ Srf^’irfcUJ 51’^, C^<ci: scheme ’R scheme 

TO ^TTG^rr OT:i ^nTO a$: irrigation Depart rmnit a?' 

•'<[<11 c<FR isnir^nir c<tH f<c^ ^ru ^m<ti 'SHRCo i a§; 

]n-igationa^ fiR I a§; Grow more food 

m 5v;t ^WT TO <t<t'<l<t f<R^ al“Grow more food” 

.scheme ‘^TOTT food grow 3TO Chilli ‘Rf^T C‘T»<ori «T'i5^^^T^51 

sdiFTO CTOT TO! TOaiZTO ^ ^ ®tT^, TO TO^TO TOPTO 

5i:5r^ ’Ttwcn ^ to i tjr to to^t tot? $rt 

r<Ra fror '^'TOTH TOTOi m tot isero; ^®^ia1<t trc5{^i totot ^ ’tiijts' 

1:5^ ^’TO TOTO ^ ’(teK«T TOrpn’Trr ’ttoi f^ ^ 

fro ^ CTOT ^’TO^l ^ TOTO ^ ^ ®TOl TO sTT^fT ®rrtR 

a^ TO ^TOTt «(TRr C^TO TO^%T TOtT^ 5Ti:<(T 5l^^TOTr C^ttsrri C^^fTR 

TO fzP'T TOTO fw iSilRI TOT^ TO TO TO? (embankment) ?r TOT? caiTI- 
TO CTO TO I C?TOT a^Rra TOC?? 2TTOT ^TOT a^ ®ftTO TO iSrTO C? TOTOTO1? CTO 

-^cij TOCR? ctoI ?? TT i ?c? c?^ ^ifro c^r? tt 1 

^C5l C^TO?T? mm iTO^ TO Wi STI^ TTO, TOTO? TOT ^tW«fCTC^ 

^■;TO? tot f?C^l ‘‘Grow more Food” scheme «nta: C^IC?' C'^rai C?5 

grero? cro to 5-'a tti a^^rw irrigation a? tc«t tcst 

])nblic worksa? C? TTTOT '5|TC^ t5T? cfsiT ?'a? | 5^ gTTI'S'^f 

^ntr f^ tro oni'Jt a^ a^ to toIwi? «(;;to cto? 

Tf^TO TTO^l ?T^5'^TO?rT T?^TO ?taT>TO TOTO “TOTjUTT^ 

v^cc TT^TOTr <t r^ r ' fei^i ®rr? cttt <si$ i a^ grc*^? J'sc? 

TO TO TCalTOR C? TO a^ TTTO ^C^, CT^ ‘fC^^ 

:to 5TR)'it1<ir 1 a$ c? “tito'T c?t^" to ?*r ?vTO? ®rfTO «'a IG)a(J fJoai'd c^rc^t* 

a? ?Porfi; TOT? <K^1 TOtel C^ ?TTO ??T KJ?? ^STT, C?^ ?TT!)T? ?rc^ tT'TTO 

TO fro? ®i?T c? TO^-^grar fm, c?^T;;fa ??;;fTO to?' ?Tt?T 5t?rcFi tTO c?«?t 

‘<'CTO i51?Kl?l ?r5TO?^ TOT? ?f??^ TOT ^C?!^ 1 i5r5TT5r ®Tr? CTOT t?^ ^T 5? Tit I 

TO?? Mctol c?c^ ?iTTO OT TO?^ ^rai&TO ?t^t to f?c?c5i to c? TO*f^ 

C?$TO?t ?C? CTOT — C?TO? TO?T f?? ?^TO ?;r<f C?C«t1w? I TOT? TC?! CTOT 
^ru TO CTO TO ^ ?T I al: ?t? 5T? ??'TTOa: TOca aiVUaru 
TO ?T? C5I& ?!?;;?€ Ca«nTR 5ac^ ?TT? ?T1 T^^TCTO? ?ac?? 1^ td W. Departments 
a^ c? a^ ?t? to 5 P 5 , ca^ f?c? <ti?5(?rcil<i S?to to jtc^? ttto? c?c?^ ara- 
c? ?Ta 5 T TO^, ca$ ?T? 5 r f?c? wcat ?r ?ra 5 a^ arc? tt to to 

? fa«>l5 i?tc^ ^f&?5T f??r Hl\i)’it1?r C? ?T^ to ?T?T?1 Repairing- 

a? iSTTT ?<S)'‘t CV^ Ct?*5l ^’?C^H? 

TO?? <lCiS(Ci> C??r ?T? ?r"aTWC? loan TOT? TOT? ^ ^?T? 

TO ?C?C^ 1 TO ^ a^ a^ ^TTO C?<1 ?T? TO ^ \ a^ loan 
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'oilnlH ^ C? tw loan <11^ 

loan atiKCffiml <fr?[«Tr ®P5l^ «rT^’c ikit ctoi ®iTf5( 

^rf^, loan »(Kl^ <511 ^'»tl officer sro? 

^W[ 'mro CTO C^TC^ tor certificate TO 

5WT TOiR ^RT *[CTO I ’R ’iR C^ ’tT^TO C^ *>l®rTO*t?[ TOCR 

certificate ^ 5ITO1 (3^ TOR SiRTO fTOR certificate 

?*RT TOC51 5Mr^ zi'SiRi bicK^i <fij?"lH<i, TO ^TTO tro 

fpR t£(^ &TTO fJTTO 5!’^ ^ Ledger^ C5[«rr ^\ TO Loan Collector 

ficsc 5rr«?R TO feR TO cw m tor r loan tor ^ tor 

Rt SRT TO^TT Certificate ^1 CRRT C^l <(’R ^RT 

TOR ’TO fro TOR I CertificaU) Officer fTOR Ledger certificate issue 
TO( fTOR^l f <C<P<l R’RR ?R?[ ^R OTTO! R loan TOTR ^^TO 

TOT ?TRR, ®ir^ TOT !5TR^ R^l^lbH ®rR ilR' TOT <Rr TOI ^ 1 

®fR 67t: Agricultural Income-tax TOTR SROTl TOTO toI 

!5®fr fife TOfe5 income-tax TOf 'S !5TCfR fe^ TOiR — 5Rfe5 

<£1^3 [ TOTf?^ t£l<t3r H^*1 *n 5T TOTiFR STR 4lcl( 41 U fil 1 R’^T 4R C4K 

OTOTi ^TO'S ®nOTR ’STTR, R 'MT4*CH f'W 5 TnTO fTO TOiRT R RTR? tax 
*Rr RR TO income 'SfiRl toIr TOt: tax assess W — 

TO ^’R Rifer R*S5r iRl <£ll! R Kt^a f TOR OTTO TOI-^HiOT ISRI- 

<RTO feTR *n^ 4r TO’JC ^ 1 ^I6X R ISTTR tT feR, 31 ^• 

TO ’TTR ffi" I ilTOT TO ^ ©iTtri TO ^R RR 

Th« 1IH 1 fe^ CTO ^<^1 ^C4R, C5T feR (£1^ feJT TO fRTOl Income-taxa,^ 
4^TO 'T’Ci^ CTOR CTO^l CSIC^ TO*i& ^R $fTO C^n^R TOtC^ !TO§. TO 4TOOTR 5T4 
*(?[5' 5R 4Rl [4'^ C*tWrC«t ft.4o 1OTC3^ (£IC5T Cfi’^IJ C^C^T tax 4Rf ^41? ^15 15R 

JOt 1 Tax TOf 's(C44* C^iCS JR fiT^: fe^ SKTO" 4TO i£lH[46IC< 'SHI^ iSiTt^ 4^ 21^ feU- 
f3^ l?:’C^l dlTOR JR^ tax C^tC^ TOl^ C^TC^. 'TOT5 TO HICH CHl31'‘r issue 

^CTOl i£l^^[C< R 15TR TO” OT3 t TO tax C’lC^ iR*ftl 

agricultural tax RIRT a^HRR “TSTO CWi feife’^ TO '-‘ITO 4TO 

JR ’’TTl ®n1^ TOTT ^ H'£\1 h^[*R <£1 feR fe*TTOR feJT TO4^ agricultural 
income-tax 4ffi properly TOR TO^ W IJT’TO felR TO^ il$: fife fe^ 

fWt'T il5i^i®TR feUfe ^iT ^ TO 5^;TO>^r ^’TOfil 

TOi ^TsciT CfiC*R ^’R (£1^ R 41 Si'S PiC5; R ^RiC’J zlC^><P iRlRR fR ficTO’jr''R JTR 

^C^TR I aCTOF iSiR^TR CfRT 4TC^ R SIC^SIOT fiR 4C< iW'Bl fi^i ^RR ’iTR, ®(R ^£1<'T3 fi^ 
feflfe TO 1 Cfi’iO’ TO TO^ TOTO ^SifTOTO >£l^ fi^TO TO TO^t TO TOT" 

'KRl ^R C^RTOTR TO ticT *l’R ®nRl Sllofeo TOiT 15^^ RTO ‘’iflJ? TOil 4m 
TO^TT TOi <£l^'S>IC< TOe? TOHR SHRR '£1^*IC< 4ffi TOR 5(TC^ — fife g[iSiR 

^ "TOT « CTO®T filfl? 5rrC4i, TOC5i TOTO CTO R ^ TOR 6^ TOTO 

^ife TOR W4 4i’R fTOOT C^fe C^TK TOCJR, fei C44 \5T <£1^ CTO CfiCR 1 

®[T^ 151^ 444' 1 4 rRc^ >£1^ 14-41 41 4 4,r44'S H 4*41 \ R“ felC^T^^TR TO^iR 4lC'Si3 S[R4 ^C4 

TOTO Wi? 4*lC'Si4 f4*fR ^4T — ^lifsi 4C5i TOR TOR gI5®i 4*4t41 1 

Mr. BiSWANATH ROY: Mr. President, Sir, while considering the 
budget proposals put forth in this House by the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister I cannot help pointing out that this budget has been made out 
if by a bureaucratic Government and not by a popular Ministry. The 
budget placed before us this year is also a deficit one. The Finance Ministci 
admits that this is the 9th consecutive deficit budget of this Province, anfl 
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for tlie deficit lie flirows the responsibility on the shoulders of the Central 
Government and demands a subsidy to meet the deficit. At the same time 
he does not hesitate to introduce new items of expenditure though the time 
is abnormal, and the situation in the country both economically and poli- 
tically is very unsteady. The hidden sources of income have* not ^en 
properly tapped and a number of items of expenditure could have been well 
done away with under healthier circumstances. I admit that while con- 
sidering the budget proposals I have to keep all these factors in view but 
ran we not on this side of the House expect a greater imagination, a 
healthier outlook and a broader and more liberal view-point on the part of 
the Ministry in framing out the budgets 2n no circumstances we are 
prepared to receive the budget proposals from a popular Ministry that do 
not helj) to ameliorate the distress of the people of the Jh’ovince at large. 
Whei-e is that insight that is legitimately expected of a popular Ministry 
to find out the real needs of the [leople? Where is the imagination b}' 
whiih the unta])ped resources of the Province could be exploited to yield 
better revenues? And where is the sympathetic outlook to equitably distri- 
bute the funds on the items of expenditure that were to be incurred for liie 
general prosperity of the Province? In my consideration sufficient funds 
should have b(‘en provided for better agriculture. How we wish that much 
laigei- sums had been allotted for exploring improved methods of cultivation 
and for providing cultivators with better equipments. Improvement of the 
sod was also an important item to have been considered. Thifortunately 
ihe Government does not find tbe money for these items of 
('Xpenditure. We find that instead of engaging itself to the larger interests 
ot the jieople the Ministry is very much preoccujned with })arty politics 
ending upheavels that are often suicidal. U])heavels create unnatural con- 
ditions to meet which the Ministry has had to provide big sums. How 
ve wish that tlnxse sums of money could be utilised in ways that might lead 
to a substantial benefit of the people. We have been told that Jlengal was 
made a major base for the operations in the Far Eastern theatre of the last 
war and consequently she had to bear the brunt of all the evil legacies that 
are often left behind by war and that in spite of the deficit the Ministry 
had had to provide a very large sum for relief and rehabilitation. This is 
not an occasion to a])])ortion blame between a group of individuals ot‘ 
between this jiarty and that as to the responsibility for (renting these con- 
ditions. The conditions are there and they have to be met with. But the 
Government by its omissions and commissions has given undue indulgence 
to these communal disturbances in the Province. I consider that the Ministry 
was competent enough to see that such conditions should never happen 
as to jirevent the waste of such a huge sum of money on the items of relief 
and rehabilitation. The administration has to be carried on without any 
bias and the administrator should lie immune all sectarian and communal 
considerations. But unfortunately in this budget we find that ample con- 
sideration has been given for a particular communit}^ in the different items 
of expenditure neglecting the interests of the jieoide in general. The Gov- 
ernment is virtually run on a communal basis as judged by the benefits of 
Ihe Government wbich accrue, mostly to one community. Even in educa- 
lion which is the pivot of culture not only liberal discriminating grants 
lire made exclusively to the Muslim institutions which in particular cases 
may be justified as a special measure to level up their standards but policy 
is being pressed even to the extent of meeting fancied communal demands. 
Again, in Trade and Industry a clear tendency is at work for discrimina- 
tory and preferential allocations of licences and permits without any heed 
h> the conseciuences that such a method, if systematically applied on the 
plea of fixing an equitable ratio, will generate by itself operating as a divid- 
nig force. At present the only sphere where there seems lo be no idea of 
reparation is the sjdiere of raising the revenues, but when it comes to 
' Xpenditure, the communal principle holds its sway. Sir, in administrative 
postings and promotions also the ratio principle is apjdied with vengeance. 
We have a notion that for better yields ot revenue we have no expert’s 
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knowledge but it is a false cry. Tlie Finance Minister invited an expert 
from overseas to advise him bow to explore avenues to make the financial 
position of the Province self-supporting. 

Jhe Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, no. I never said any sucL 
thing. You have got hold of the wrong end of the stick. 

Mr. BISWAHATH ROY: I am sorry. The Finance Deimrtment has 
rathei* sent out an officer for the purpose. Surely an expert’s knowledge 
can be obtained in this very country if too much empliasis is not placed on 
the communal question. There are instances where we find that if no 
qualified Muslim in Bengal is available for a certain post earmarked for 
Muslims, a Muslim has to be im])orted from outside and given the post to 
the exclusion of the children of the soil belonging to any other community. 
Having these points in view I can only say that the budget proposals iiave 
been w'orked out without looking into the fundamental needs of the peo])ie 
ot the Province and it does not redound to the credit of the Ministr\ whicli 
is at present ruling the Province in a ruthlessly autocratic way. 

Khan Bahadur BYED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, I congratulale tlie Hon’ble Finance Minister on presenting the budget 
for 1947-48 at a time when the country is passing through a gi'eat crisis 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, please speak uj), or it would be 
better if you go to the microphone. 

Khan Bahadur SYED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY; All right, Sir. 
At a time when the country is passing through a great crisis due to the 
scarcity of foodstufi's, communal feeling and communal trouble all over 
Bengal. 

I also think him most (cordially for making provision of Its. 18J lakhs 
for increasing the salaries of the ])rimary school teachevs in the next year’s 
budget, for making provision of Its. lO* lakhs for the Muslim Education 
Fund and also for making other necessary provisions in connection with the 
educati(jn of Muslims of Bengal who are still much backward in education. 

But at the same time I must say that the ])rovision of Its. 18J lakhs for 
increasing the salaries of the poor and most ill-i)aid i)rimar> school teachers 
is quite an inade(|uate amount. Thej’^ belong to the most im})ortant' nation 
building deparlment under which our boys and girls are taught. Many 
Quaide Azam Muhammad Ali .linnahs, Liacpiat Ali Khans, Gandhis, Nehrus 
and Mr. Mohammed Ali (the Hon’ble Finance Minister here) will be born 
aniong these boys and girls. And this is the only department in which they 
will hav(‘ to fni-m their (diaracter, wdll have to acquir(‘ a burning desire for 
independence and will have to learn how to sacrifice their lives for the sake 
of the community and the country. But unfortunately this de])artment has 
all 'along been neglected. The increased jn'ovision of only Ps. 18.^ lakhs is 
too inadeejuate to meet the requirements of the primary school teachers at a 
time wdien the price of all necessaries of life are much higher than before. 
Moreover, the primary school teachers have announced the date of a general 
strike from April next. This Avill no doubt hamper the progress of educa- 
tion of our children to a great extent. This the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
ought to have pondered over lon^ before. However let me hope that the 
Cabinet wall try to avert this serious situation by making adequate provi- 
sion (in the supplementary budget) in order to meet the demands of the 
teachers. Their claim is just and fair. 

This is the ninth deficit budget of the Bengal Government. The Gov- 
ernment is sure to run into bankruptcy if certain ways and means are not 
devised to put the provincial budget on a more stable basis. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister seems to admit this and assures us to try his level best 
for an equitable financial settlement between the Centre and the Province. 
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But I must condemn, with all the emphasis that I ran command, any 
sort of new taxation upon the already overtaxed people of Bengal. Central 
Governmpt should he urged upon to give this Province its full quota 'd' 
duty on jute and also her legal shaj^e from other taxes such as income-tax, 
customs duty, etc. 

Provision of more than Ps. crores has been niade in the nexi year's 
budget for the Civil Supplies Department in which corruption prevails from 
top to bottom. Even the officers, however highly placed may be, they do 
not think it a (*rime to take bribe and thus ai'e doing mis(*hief to tin* ])eo]>le 
in geneial. This is a fact wlietln*!- they admit it or not. Tliis is (lo* public 
money by wliich they jiass their time in the midst of gieat ])leasure and 
amusement. There was a lot of criticism in regard to this Department 
in the ])ast. But the Hoii'ble Ministers have turned a deaf eai* to all these 
criticisms. They seem to think that they have done their duty after ai lo- 
cation of funds to the different heads and forget their duty to have strict 
e\e upon the staff of the department most of whom belong to the either com- 
niunity. My appeal to the Hon’ble Minister and the Ministry is to liave 
sirict watch iqion the Department. If they cannot, they may abolish it 
altogetber. They have no justification, Sir, to maintain a Department 
which they cannot control. 

Under the head “Famine’’ the Government have spent one core and eighty 
lakhs as relief to the refugees. This is undoubtedly very good. But what 
strikes me most in this conneedion is the waste of money for tliei purchase 
of unnecessary foodstutf lik(? dehydrated vegetables. It is not t‘ven 
possible for many very well-to-do and rich people to use this sort of 
foodstuff. It will not be out of place to mention here that the (loNern- 
ment officers, presidents of the union boards and the secTctaries of the Union 
k'ood CVmimittees had the iirivilege to use these foodstuff. This is no doubt 
due to the negligence or conni\ance of the higher officers most fif whom 
belong to the other community. Is it not the duty of the Hon’ble Minister 
to keep an eye upon this corruption and ill-practice, rampant in all the 
departments under the Muslim licague Ministry of which we ourselves ai'C 
so ])roud. 

Tinder the head Bolice, there is an increase of about lakhs in rhe 
revised budget. Out of this amount Its. 8 lakhs w^ere sjient, the Jlon'ble 
Minister stated, to strengthen the Police force both in Calcutta and outside, 
‘JO additional snb-ins])e(do]‘s have been {ippointed in the (kilcutta Pf)lice, 
878 sub-ins])ectors and 70 assistant sub-inspectors have been a])point(*d in 
the Bengal Police. But the Hon’ble Minister is quite silent whetln*]’ the 
( Ommunal Ratio Bnles has been maintained or not in this aj)i)oinhnent. 

1 do iKjt know' tin* percentage of the Muslims in this DepartmenI but T -lo 
not think that it will exceed 20 per cent. The following list will show the 
percentage of the Muslims in the Calcutta Police: — 



Muslim. 

Non-Muslim. 

Total 

Commissioner of Police 

0 

1 

1 

Deputy Commissioners 

3 

10 

13 

Assistant Commissioners 

3 

14 

17 

Inspectors 

17 

74 

91 

Sub-Inspectors 

67 

130 

197 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors 

61 

207 

268 


151 

436 

587 


Thus the total number of Muslims in the Calcutta Police is 151 and non- 
Muslims 436 out of the total number of 587. This is not the only 

ITimcfirtii +/-V +V« Q. XTii olt-iTrt Q n1c3r\ iTi »v» o 4"f At. ■r»T»r»'r«r» /*\+i \f 11 ai i Tin o 
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ho J ding service for fifteen years have been surpassed by the non-Muslims 
holding service for four years only. It is a great misfortune for the Muslims 
of Bengal under the Muslim League Ministry, that only 20 per cent, of them 
had the privilege of promotion whereas 80 per cent, of the non-Muslims 
had the jnoud privilege of being promoted even sometimes superceding the 
most just and right claims of Muslims holding service for fifteen years. 
The pro])ortion of the Muslims in the Bengal Police must be the same. The 
lesult is that the ])eoj)le of Noakhali and Tippera are living in the reign 
ol terror for the last few months due to o])pres8ion of the police upon the 
Muslims. 

There (‘an be no denying* of the fact that some rowdy elements among 
the MusHtiis have committed o])preasion upon the Hindus by setting fire to 
some homes and also by looting their proptmties. The number of Hindu 
homes in the Karidganj police-station is 1,^150, out of which 208 Hind a 
homes were fully and jiartly burnt. 1 cannot give you the correct number 
of houses looted by the f/oo/uJas. But it was true that most of the Hindus 
posted signboards before their houses saying that they had embraced Islam 
and thus escaped from looting. Moreover they removed their valuables just 
on the sight of the fire breaking out in the Eaipura iiolice-station in the 
district of Noakhali. In the Earidganj police-station the number of Hindus 
killed is 20 and in the Chandpiir jiolice-station is a bit more. 

But just after the riot was over the Mussalmans as a whole became much 
frightened and I myself also held several meetings of both the Muslims and 
the Hindus. In all the meetings the Muslims promised by show of their 
hands that they would maintain jieace and order in future and help the 
Hindus to the best of their ability. Hindus also assured that they would 
not leave their liomes. But afterwards at the instigation of the Hindu 
volunteers fi-om outside the subdivision and even the province most of lie 
Hindus whose houses were neither burnt nor looted left their homes and 
took shelter in the refugees’ camp either at Earidganj or at Chandnur. 
Some uf them had gone to Agartola, Comilla and Akhaura also. In the 
refugees' camp they had their doles and clotlnvs free from the Government, 
giving of free ration and clothes also attracted some of tlnuu to take shelter 
in the refugees’ camp. 

Now lei me iurn to my jHiints that after the riot was over Mussalmans 
w’ere hiding themselves in the jungles and other places where they considered 
themselves safe. The armed police force is still ruling the district d' 
Tipi)era and Noakhali. 

Gut of thousands of most brutal police oppression only a few* are pub- 
lished in the paper. Taking the advantage of absence of the male-members 
the police even do not hesitate for a moment to commit brutal oppression 
upoii the Muslim women. Due to this oppression about 31K) females of 
Hainichar have come to Ghandpur, where the Government give them free 
ration. 

Even ail infant of one month and seventeen days old wuis trampled under 
feet and killed b}^ the police when they were searching the house of 
Eouzdai- Khan in Baikpara union with some local Hindus 

Fii'st Infojination Eeport also has been lodged against the Muslims who 
heljied them during the riot. The ])olice are also arresting the peojde indis- 
criminalely without making any distinction between the guilty and. the 
innocent. The police assauit them mercilessly and after extorting money 
from the innocent allow* them to go. Hundreds of pages will require if I 
am to state all the cases of police ojipression in full. So I must again say 
that the people of Tippera and Noakhali are now* living in the reign of 
terror as if the British Government have quitted India before June, H148. 

We went on a deputation to the Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong 
and also to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at Chandpur. Both of them 
piomised to put e stop to this police oppression but to no effect. 
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We also went on a deputation to the Hon’ble Chief Minister on the lOtli 
February last. Thanks, he gave as a patient hearing but the result is as 
before. 

I beg to draw the kind attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
again to the police oppression upon the Muslims of Tippera and Noakhali 
at a time when the soil will have to be prepared for cultivation. But the 
])eople do not dare io come in the field for fear of indiscrimiiuite assault and 
arrest. As a result the vast j^addy field will remain fallow and a greater 
famine than that of 1943 is apprehended a< a time when the country is 
])assiiig through a greater food crisis. And it w'ill n^t at all be possible 
for the Government to cope with the situation when laklis of people will 
iiave to perish. The Government will be held fully responsible for this and 
any sort of explanation io convenience the ])eople by sweet words will be 
of no use. 

The course, Sii‘, the jnvsent (Cabinet is pursuing now is tar from satis- 
factory and there is a possibility of the Muslim Ijeague ladng un])Opulai’ if 
the Cabinet sticks to this course. 

rhougli th(‘ Muslim Jjeagu© was founded in Bengal in 19<K), actually it 
’.vas foumhal about fourteen hundred years back by our most respected 
]n’ 0 ]ihei wIk) is the onlv and the real leader of the Muslim J^eague. Our 
juesent leader of Bengal will also have to follow him in every aspect of his 
Ufe and will have to guide the Muslims of Bengal to the tiue sense of ihe 
tenn which Islam means. When our leader and we ourselves (‘an follow 
our most beloved and most respected jiropliet fully then and then only we 
(an a(‘hieve Pakistan. The literal meaning of Pakistan ihe land of holy 
j'lare. Sc lor the achievement of Pakistan we reijiiire to be holy. We 
shall have to ]’evi\(‘ our faith among the Muslims, llindes, Christians and 
Buddhists by our philanthropic deeds and not by high sounding speeche.s 
and this is the suggestion of (luaide Azam also to revive the faith of tlui 
Hindus. You will have W prove by your actions which you speak. We 
appealed to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to giv(‘ one Muslim and one non- 
Muslim officer to enqiiiie into the cases filed by the Muslims of Tippera 
district against the jiolice and the Hindus. But unfortunately for the 
Muslims one non-Muslim officer has been placed in charg’e of making enquiry. 
Sf) thert‘ has been widespread discontent among the Mussalnians of tin* said 
dj'.iiict for not ])laciiig one Muslim offi(;er in charge of the enquiry along 
willi the non-Muslim officer. They think that they cannot expect an 
impartial en(|uiry at the hands of a non-Muslim official. So my appeal to 
the Hon’ble Chief Ministtu’ again is to put one Muslim official also in chai*ge 
of the enquiry. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA; Mr. President, Sir, it is rather late in the 
day that I rise to discuss the budget estimates for 1947-48 presented by the 
Hon’ble the Einance Minister before this House. Naturally, Sir, 1 must 
have been anticipated by most of the speakers in both Houses of the liCgis- 
lature. Mine should, therefore, be more or less a rehash o^‘ the argmmmits 
already advanced and a rejietition of the same train of reasoning. Never- 
theless, Sir, I have the advantage before me of the estimates of receijds and 
expenditure of the various Provinces as also of the (ventre during the last 
2/3 weeks. While United Provinces has a small deficit of only 40 lakhs, 
Bihar of 37 or 38 lakhs, Orissa of a little over a crore of rupees and while 
(’entral Provinces, Madras and Bombay show a surplus, thoug-h very small, 
Bengal alone is burdened wuth a huge cleficit of 134 crores during the current 
year and 0 crores for the next vear 1947-48, making allowance for the fact 
that we have yet got to meet an additional demand of another 6 crores of 
rupees if revision of scales of pay were to be given effect to. In that case 
the deficit for the vear 1947-48 will amount to 12 crores of rupees. vSir, let 
me not be misunderstood. My approach to the position will be friendly 
and constructive rather than destructive. Opposition for the sake of oppo- 
sition, criticism for the sake of critici.sm has been the melancholy burthen 
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of many a 8|)€ecli in both Houses of the Legislature. But, Sir, even while 
in the Opposition I did not withhold my admiration for the bold step that 
the Government of Bengal took in releasing the political prisoners in res- 
ponse to the spirit of ihe times. It is in that spirit that I shall again 
approach the problem to-day. Far be it from me that I should in any why 
cast any aspersions or reflections on the Finance Minister or on any other 
minister or ministers. Perhairs in their position we might have suft'ered 
from the same disabilities, the same limitations and shortcomings that they 
are suffering from. So I would judge them by a broad outlook, by a 
liberal standard. We are concerned not so much with individual ministers 
as with the jmlicy that guides the machinery of the administration, the 
obje(d,ivo that motivates the inner workings of the Government of Bengal. 
Sir, Budgets are always to be viewed as a whole, never to be examined 
piecemeal and that will avoid unfair and unjust criticism and the character 
of the administration is always to be determined by its output, by its j)ro- 
vision for rural relief, its provision under different heads of Nation Build- 
ing Departments like Agriculture, Education, Public Health, Medical, etc., 
by its 8uj)reme efforts for socio-economic reconstruction of the Province, by 
its attem])t to raise the standard of life of the people in every possible way, 
])y the facilities it jjrovides for educational expansion of -he Province of all 
castes and communities including the Scheduled Castes as also of the other 
progressive communities that live in this land, by its attempts not to tighten 
but to lighten the burden of taxation upon the poorer ])ecple in this Pro- 
vince, and not, certainly, by an attempt in a haphazard manner somehow 
to balance the debit and the credit sides of the budget; leaving a yawning 
deficit which ci*eates an impression in the public mind of the financial rake’s 
mad gamble with the resources of the Province. 

Sir, I will now begin with the salutary jn-ovisions that have been ma<le 
under the head “Education”, in connection with which much bad blood has 
already been ci'cated both in this House and outside. There is a cry that 
the Government of Bengal have made sufficient provisions for Muslim 
education amounting to only ten lakhs out of the budgeted figure of 52 
crores of rupees provided for ex])enditure during 194T-48. Is that a suffi- 
cient provision, Sir, for Muslim education ^ There has been a persistent 
demand, a persistent cry from all (luarters, especially from Muslim youths 
and students of Bengal for a Muslim University and that for the largest 
Muslim po])ulalion in the whole wTudd. Sir, a. University for Muslim youths 
is urgently i*e([uired if not for anything else but at least to foster lln* growth 
of the eternal values of filings, those verifies of Islam, those magnificent 
trad if ions of fhe Islamic culfure and civilisation which ai'e a significant con- 
trihufion to Ihe cultural lieiifage of nuinknd. Sir, we have been urging 
fhe Government to make some jirovision for a Muslim University in Bengal, 
but bitherfo fhe (lovernment of Bengal have deliberately disregarded the 
voice of millions of Mussalmans, and I wuint them to take note of the volume 
and intensify of fhe feeling in the Province. 

T shall now refer to the provision under Education. In the revised 
estimafes of fhe current year there have been provisions of Rs. 4,32,000 as 
coniribufion fo the Muslim Education Fund, Rs. 50,000 for the opening of 
hostels for Muslim students in Calcutta, Rs. 29,000 for admission of a large 
number of Muslim students in the Presidency and the Islamia Colleges, all 
told Rs. 5,11,(X)0. And in the budget for 1947-48 there is an additional 
grant for increased contribution to the Muslim Education Fund to the tune 
of Rs. 5.32,000, an additional provision of Rs. 2,18,000 for Muslim hostels 
in Calcutta, and increased allotment of Rs. 1,80,000 for old scheme 
Madrassahs and Farkania Madrassa and increased expenditure in England 
for training of teachers and students abroad of Rs. 5,72,000, grant to the 
Buddhist Education Fund of Rs. 10,000 and additional grant to the 
Scheduled Caste Education Fund of Rs. 5 lakhs. In the development pro- 
gramme we find that there is a provision for increase in the salaries of the 
existing primary school teachers to the extent of 35 lakhs in the revised 
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estimates for 1946*47 and 54 lakhs in the budget for 194748. For 
encouragement of post-graduate research 10 lakhs was provided in the last 
year’s budget, but unfortunately that figure does not appear either in the 
revised estimates for 1946-47 or in the budget estimates for 1947-48. But 
there has been accumulation of u«spent balance in the District Primary 
Education Fund which has been provided for in the budget for 1947-48. In 
Bombay for primary education alone 178 lakhs was provided in 1945-46 
and in 194647 Rs. 2,39,00,000; and in 194748 3 crores and 79 lakhs. Sir, 
that is the regard that is paid to primary education in one of the neighbour- 
ing Provinces in India, whereas in Bengal only 10 lakhs has l)een i)rovided 
for primary education, a magnificent contribution indeed for the develop- 
ment of primary education in this Province. The question may be asked 
as to how to secure additional amounts for the development projects. We 
all expected that the Government of India would come to our rescue. The 
l^’inance Minister has himself revealed in the budget that he expects a sub- 
vention of 69 crores from the post-war reconstruction fund that nmy finance 
the development schemes during the next few years. But the desperate 
financial position of the Government of India raises no hope in our drooping 
minds and more so because w^e are passing tlirough a transition period; a 
great uncertainty hangs over the whole situation and we cannot clearly 
envisage the position of Bengal ns-a-vis the ('entral Government during 
ihe next 14 months God alone know\s what w^ould happen to Bengal and 
what fate awaits us in the near future. Frankly speaking, I have been very 
much alarmed after H.M.G.’s recent declaration. Already there has been 
a commotion, a crisis and unless the differences between the two major 
communities are reconciled we do not know’ if we will not head towards a 
tremendous crash. 

Now I come to Agriculture'., one of the other nation-building depart- 
ments, lor uhich a sum ot 2 crores 89 lakhs has been provided and one crore 
2 lakhs and odds have been provided under the Grow-More-Food schenu) 
alone. Sir, Grow-More-Food has been the cry since the beginning of times. 
But, Sir, w’liat have we grown so far? Have we grown food or 
thistles aud tliorns? Have we grown more food? Have we done anything 
to improve tlie i)osition of food? Have we imxjroved agriculture? Have 
we improved the lot of the poor agriculturists? In the Agricultuio 
l)e])artmeni ihe majoi’ porliou of tlie grant is consumed by the admin istiji- 
tion, the major jKU’iioii of the money is used for the salaries of the stall'. 
Is that the way of improving the lot of agriculturists? If the Punjab could 
he converted into paradise, if Sind could be converted into paradise, 1 do 
not see any reason wdiy Bengal should not be able to do so in view of tin' ia'*t 
that the jweseut Ministry has at least one w’ith a creative talent — at least 
one of the ablest Ministers in the Province — Mr. Salieed Suhrawardy — 1 do 
not see any reason why there should not be an well-planned sclieme winch 
could he of benefit to the agriculturists of the Province. TiCt us not be nny 
longer under delusion. We refuse to believe that all facilities have been 
])rovided for the improvement of agriculture of the Province. Bengal has 
in recent times passed through one of the most disastrous crises that any 
country in the world has faced and the people of Bengal have been the worst 
sufferers. What about the high cost of living? Have wc done anything 
to bring down the prices of all commodities? Prices of essential commodi- 
ties have risen at least 4 or 5 times, and they are still sliooting up. Have 
you done anything to reduce the prices? Is that the way to run the adminis- 
tration of the Province? 

Then, Sir, I come to the grants under different heads and I would take 
a few of them for the purpose of comment. In the Development Programme, 
under the head “Medical” a sum of Rs. 170 lakhs has been provided in 
the revised estimates and Re. 170 lakhs for the year 1947-48 for increase in 
tlie number of hospital beds and provision of new beds in rural areas. That 
is a very salutor^^ provision and it will be of real benefit to the people, 
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Hh. ],h3,()0(> lias been provided in the revised estimates for the current year 
and Ks. 2,08,000 in the budget for 1947-48 for the improvement of the 
Indian Mental Hospital at Kanchi. 

In the Public Health Department I will quote 2 or 4 items. For rural 
water-supply a sum of Ks. 2, 00, 000 has been provided in the current year 
and Ks. 2, 50, 000 in the budget for 1947-48. These are all salutory provi- 
sions. Again for anti-tuberculosis scheme Ks. 17,000 has been provided. 
T^o provision has, however, been made lor kala-azar investigation. Ks. 10 
lakhs has been j)rovided for free distribution of quinine in the revised esti- 
mates for the curreni year and Ks. 10 lakhs in 1947-48. For mapacrine 
tablets Ks. 40 lakhs has been provided in 1946-47 and Ks. 15,00,000 in the 
budget for 1947-48 for sale to the public and Ks. 10 lakhs for free distri- 
bution has been provided both in the revised estimate and the budget for 
1947-48. In the Development programme for rural w^ater-supply scheme 
Ks. 45 lakhs has been provided both in the revised for 1946-47 and in the 
budget for 1947-48. For the control of malaria only Ks. 96,(K)0 has been 
provided in the budget for 1947-48, but Ks. 1.00,000 in the revised estimates 
for the current year and Ks. 2,68,000 in the budget for 1947-48 has been 
])rovided for malaria control in the fringe area of the salt lake. These are 
all sound provisions for rural uplifl. All these grants have been made for 
eradication of malaria and for this, Sir, I cannot withhold my apju'eciation 
of and admiration for the Finance Minister. 

Now’, Sir, coming to the grants under the head Police I am simply 
staggered. I am staggered to find that the Police administration has taken 
away more than four crores of rui)ees. More than four crores of ru])ees nas 
been consumed by thi‘ Police J)ej)artment alone. AUell, Sir, we saw the 
activities of the Police ])e])arlment during the last riots. For 36 hours 
the entire city of Calcutta w’as left to the hooligans. The ])olice could nut 
rise to the height of the occasion — rise to the gravity of the situation, and 
on account of their inactivity and inefficiency so many innocent lives were 
lost. iSo the increase under the head of Police l)e])artment is absolutely 
unjustified. Unless a bett(‘i’ and a more healthy atmosphere is created in 
the Police Department th(*re is no justification for any increase under this 
head. I need not say anything more about it and I no’w come to one of 
the most distressing points in the budget. 1 am deeply distressed at the 
yawning deficits that threaten to hurry Bengal to her doom, h’rom 1913 
to 1947 is not a far cry and yet within tins incredibly short space of time 
Bengal has been landed into a disaster wdiicli has liad its effects on the 
finances of the Province. I will show by figures that while the revenue 
receipts have gone on increasing from Its. 13 crores and odds in 1937-38 to 
Ks. 47 crores in 1947-48, the expenditure has also increased to a colossal 
figure of Ks. 52 crores. While Bombay in sjiite of the riots of a chronic 
character could show a surplus in 1946-47 and in 1947-48. in spite of ite 
close proximity to war zone, Assam could show a surplus, in spite of the 
acute shortage and food crisis Madras could show a surplus, Bengal alone 
has a huge deficit. There are deficits in other Provinces, but the deficits 
there amount to only a few lakhs. And why this huge deficit in Bengal? 
The reason is not far too seek. All this deficit, all these losses can be 
traced back to the Civil Supplies Department. The whole machinery in the 
Civil Supplies Department has been rotten and gangreened to the core 
during these 3 or 4 long years. The total capital outlay on the transac- 
tions of food was placed at Ks. 76 crores during 1943-44 and the loss was 
estimated at Ks. 3^ crores. The total capital outlay in 1944-45 was 
Ks. 81 crores out of which a loss of Ks. 5 crores was anticipated on procure- 
ment operations. The actual loss incurred on procurement operations was 
Es. 3,86,77,000 in 1943-44, Ks. 13,62,06,000 in 1944-45, Ks, 2,25,20,000 
in 1945-46, Es. 2,45,26,000 in the revised for 1946-47 and Es. 1,51,00,000 
in 1947-48. Then under Boat Construction the loss is Es. 17,34,000 id 
1945-40 and Es. 1,56,14,000 as has been shown in the budget for 1946-47 
but which has since been reduced to Es. 29,76,000 in the revised estimates 
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and Es. 1,26,56,000 in 1947-48. These are colossal figures indicating 
colossal brains and schemes that operate behind the sQene. Sir, the Legis- 
lature was kept in the dark about these operations. They say there were 
]io storage facilities but actually there were any number of storing agents 
all over the country, any number of^ experts in boat construction available, 
hut these people could not be utilised for reasons best known to the people 
at large! Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury rightly pointed out the other day 
that all the businessmen in Bengal thrived during these years, but only the 
Government of Bengal sustained heavy losses. And aH these happened 
behind the scene. Sir, I stagger to think that these losses were not even 
properly accounted for. I do not like to rake up those unpleasant things 
ot the past which happened from year to year. They thoroughly exposed 
the hollowness of the j)retensions put forward by the ])ersons resi>ousible 
for the administration of the Province. Sir, the Woodhead ('bin mission 
lias shown wJio were res])onsible for the miseries ot tlie people in 194<k 1 

am sorry for the h’inance Minister and 1 sympathise with him in his mis- 
fortune. He has been suffering from an unfortunate legacy of the ]>ast. 
He pleads for the revision of Niemeyer’s Award. All responsible sections 
of this House and outside will co-operate with him in his demand for better 
allocation for Bengal, I have no grmlg'e or grievance against him. Unfor- 
innately, he has inherited a legacy and even now lie has to suffer on account 
of that legacy. 

These losses, as has already been ])oinfed out by other speakers, w(ue never 
.iccounfed for-. Prohajis the stocks were nev(*r verified and checked ,rnd 
nobody took any interest in tire niattm'. And the contributory factor’s like 
“damaged stocks", “loss in transit", etc*., etc., were responsible for 
furl her losses. They went on ex])anding and ex])anding and at last mounted 
u]> to a colossal figure and all these are connected with the administration 
of the (hvil Supplies Departrrrent. (Mr. Hmiidas Ma.uiaii)Ah : The loss was 
incurred jrerhajrs to develoj) the bank balance of some pco])le.) I shall not 
cast any reflt'ction upmn any irersori. I do not claim any perfection myself; 
( icser’s wife is above suspicion. This Ministry is at the helnr of affairs 
Jii this PJ•o^ince on the verdict of the eh'ctorate. T look to tlimn lor guid- 
ance and inspiration in this darkest hour that Bengal is passing tlir'oug'h. 
(Haver icsponsibilities will rest upon their shoulders to-morr'ow. It may 
be that the Bengal (fovernment will ac(|uire more powers with the passage 
of time. 'Jdiey jnay continue, but they can justify tliemsolves only by tbeir 
achievements, by flieir record, by their contribution, positive and significanr, 
to the political, the social, the economic, the cultuT-al and the ednc.itional 
n^const ruction of the Province. I deey^ly ai)preciated the observations of 
the I^eader of the Opjx)sition the other day while be was discussiTig the 
Mibjoct of a Muslim University in Bengal. He would have more and more 
facilities, would have more and more provision for Muslim education. That 
is the spirit that must actuate the leaders of Bengal. That is the spirit Ibat 
IS actuating the Hon’ble Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy at the present moment. 

It is in that spirit that the Ministers are vying with one another at the 

present moment and pleading for a greater Bengal, for a resettlement of 
the conflicting interests, for a reconciliation of the divergent claims. They 
plead for a coalition today in the year of grace 1947. Coalition in the year 
^>f Lord 1941 was a reality. Today again they are talking of a Coalition. 

we have ever pleaded for a better understanding, better relations 

between the different communities, for a greater Bengal, a wealthier 
Bengal, a richer Bengal, a cleaner Bengal, a more jrosperous Bengal 
which would adequately represent all the communities, ^ would thus 
^ead to the political, cultural, social and moral evolution of this 
Province. In this darkest hour of India’s history we look to the three 
great personalities of Modern India, Md. Ali Jinnah, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, to save the crisis of India. They alone can 
<le]iver the goods. They alone can make or mar the picture of India. 
There is not a fourth man in India at the present moment. Let us not 
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lose our heads ; let us look to them for guidance. But we cu our part must 
try to sit across the table, discuss things in a true spirit, not in a spirit of 
isolation, not in a spirit of exclusion, but in a spirit of affiliation, in a 
spirt of sympathetic co-operation, in a spirit of coalition, in a spirit to 
adjust ahd reconcile the divergent claims, to rehabilitate Bengal, to shape 
and mould her destinies and to integrate the scattered forces of Bengal 
towards political, social and cultural evolution. Sir, I would like further 
to place before this House the figures of two major Provinces of Bombay 
and Bengal from the year 1938-39! to the year 1947-48. That will at once 
clincli the argument that will show how Bengal has drifted from bad to worse. 
In 1938-39 the revenue of Bombay was 12 crores 44 lakhs and expenditure 
12 crijres 79 lakhs and deficit 35 lakhs. For the same year Bengal’s revenue 
was 12 crores 70 lakhs; expenditure 12 crores 76 lakhs; no deficit. For 
1939-40 Bombay’s revenue was 13 crores and 14 lakhs and expenditure 
12 crores aiid 83 lakhs; surplus 31 lakhs. For the same year Bengal’s 
revenue was 14 crores and 31 lakhs and expenditure 13 crores and 71 lakhs; 
surplus 60 lakhs. For the year 1940-41 the revenue of Bombay was 

14 crores, 48 lakhs; expenditure 13 crores 60 lakhs; surplus 88 lakhs. For 
the same year Bengal’s revenue was 13 crores 54 lakhs; expenditure 14 crores 
45 lakhs; deficit 91 lakhs. For the year 1941-42 Bombay’s revenue was 
16 crores 86 lakhs; expenditure 15 crores 25 lakhs; surplus 1 crore 61 lakhs. 
For ibe same year Bengal’s revenue was 14 crores 94 lakhs; expenditure 

15 crores 50 lakhs; deficit 56 lakhs. For the year 1942-43 Bombay's 
revenue was 19 crores 70 lakhs; expenditure 17 crores 78 lakhs; surplus 
1 cron* 92 lakhs. For the same year Bengal’s revenue was 16 crores 40 
lakhs; expenditure 16 crores 79 lakhs; deficit neaily 33 lakhs, that was the 
year of Mr. Fazlul Huq's (k)alition Ministry. (The Hon’ble Mr. Moiiammej) 
Am: which yeari^) The year was 1942-43. (The Hon’ble Mu. Mohammad 
Arj : Wrong, wrong.) In 1943-44 ihe budget estimaie as i)r(*sented b) 
^Ir. h’azlul Ilucj was 16 crores, 1 lakh and 87,000, expenditure 17 crores, 
54 lakhs and 85 thousand, the revised 22 crores, 40 lakhs and 9 thousand, 
and revenue expendiiure 32 crores, 53 lakhs and 6 thousand, and the actual 
was 23,71,72,000 and expenditure 26, 75, 18, OIK). Expenditure has thus 
mounted up till foday in the year of grace 1946-47 we have reached a 
revenue of 38 crores and an expenditure of 52 crores as shown in the revised 
for the current year, and for 1947-48 revenue receipts of 47 crores and odd^ 
and ex])('nditure of 53 crores and odds. 

Sir, this is the picture presented before the House. 1 will not quoti* 
any further figures. They only show which way the wind is blowing, ll 
is a j)eculiar phase of the administration. The Finance Minister says thai 
three crores of rupees have been increased under the head ‘'Famine” anl 
2^ croi’es under “Miscellaneous” for the relief of riot victims and refugees 
but these have been offset to some extent by reduction to the extent of 
about 2 crores of rupees, in respect of ordinary charges, under Agriculture, 
Tirigation and Civil Works. iSir, far be it from me to cast any reflection 
upon any Minister, but I have got to draw attention to the real state of 
things. The amounts likely to be incurred under the development project 
aie 8 crores, 6 crores under revenue account and the balance one crore and 
odds on capital account. Decrease of 3J crores under revenue account i^ 
accounted for by a saving of 48 lakhs under “Irrigation”, 9 lakhs under 
“Education’’, 14 lakhs under “Agriculture”, 27 lakhs under “Industries' 
and 2 lakhs 58 thousand under “Civil Works” and 27 lakhs under “Miscel- 
laneous '. Sir, you will see that under “Education’’ the decrease is due 
to the abandonment of the scheme for encouragement of post-graduate 
research in Calcutta University under the the “University College ol 
Science”. Sir, could anything more preposterous be conceived of in thi- 
land of science and culture in modern India, the land of Sir Jagadi^h 
Chandra Bose, Sir P. C. Bay, and Dr. Meghnad vSaha ? I would plead witli 
all the emphasis at my command for greater and greater facilities for eduCci- 
tional expansion for my Muslim brethren and the Scheduled (’astes, but 1 
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view with dismay^ any attempt to put a brake on the wheel of progress of 
a community which has during the last few decades built up the educational 
and scientific structure of BengaJ. To retard theii' progress would be 
retarding the general progress of education in Bengal and I therefore 
(ieprecate very much the cutting d<5wn of expenditure under this head. It 
is very unfortunate that there has been no cutting down or reduction of 
expenditure under the head “Police”, the Civil Supplies Department, Extra- 
ordinary Charges, or Eamine. The Civil Supplies Department, Sir, is 
a monster which employs thousands of men on colossal scales of pay. Our 
first class M.A.’s, B.A.'s are recruited on a scale of Es. 5U or Es. Gil per 
mensem but under-graduates, matriculates and even non-matriculates have 
been employed in this department on salaries ranging from Es.^OO, Es. 300, 
Es. 400, Es. G0(t to Es. 700. Sir, is public money to be squandered away 
like this? Sir, accidentally I met some students of the Dacca University 
while going to Mymensingli very recently; they pleaded for better emolu- 
ments. Dr. il assail, the Vice-Chancellor of the University, happened to be 
in the same steamer also. He said, “do you think that the University should 
co])y the example of the Civil Supplies employees of the Government of 
Eengal”, etf‘. etc. They are getting Es. 600, Es. 700 Es. 8(K> and Es. hOO 
and some limes more. The department is rotten from top to bottom — it is 
gangreened to the core — the whole atmosphere is full of corruption. Hitherto, 
Sir, there has been a stigma attached to the Police administiatioii of the 
ITovince. But the Police Department cannot compete in corruption and 
inefficiency with the Civil Supplies Department. The whole dejiartment 
has acijuired a bad odour about it. Why an army of thousand employees 
sliould he maintained at a huge expenditure and be allowed to drain away 
the resouTces of the Province y Loss than half the strength on much lesser 
salaries and emoluments would be more than sufficient for this poor 
Province. 

Now, iSir, I must say a few w'ords in reply to what the lionourahle leader 
of the European Group has said about tbe Calcutta Corporation. He cast 
a fling at the administration of the Calcutta Corporation and spoke about 
mismanagement of its finances and incidentally lie hinted at its supersession. 
Sir, I owe it to myself to join issue with him in this respect in the most 
respectful manner. Could there be a more glaring example of mismanage- 
ment than what prevails in the provincial administration liere^ If the 
guilt of the Coriioration justifies its supersession, I beg to be excused if I 
assert that the provincial Government has also to be superseded. What is 
sauce for the goose should be sauce for the gander as well. I know, Sir, 
there has been some mismanagement, some remisness in the Corporation. 
Having served the Corporation for a number of years, as its Mayor and in 
other capacities I know more of Corporation affairs than anybody else here 
except perhaps my esteemed friend Mr. Nahar who has been in 
the Corporation for a longer period and I hope he will correct 
me if I make mistakes in what I . say. I know, Sir , that the 
Corporation has blundered, has often mismanaged and has bungled its 
affairs. But there has been no bungling compared with the bungling 
of the Government of Bengal. Sir, today we are faced with the logical 
conclusion of the demand for partition of India. Now, Sir, I come to tne 
quesiion of partition of Bengal which is being advocated by a section oi 
the people. No good will be served by partition. We arc for Pakistan if 
Pakistan means sovereign State — nobody can grudge that. But why cannot 
we Hindus and Muslims discuss at a conference the real position — why 
should we not, 360 lakhs Muslims and 340 lakhs Hindus, be able to form a 
composite Government in the Eastern Zone and work for our mutual good, 
for our mutual benefit. Majorities must have the reins of administration 
in their hands and minorities have t( live on their suffrage. I do not see 
any reason why our Hindu brethren did not concede to Pakistan in the 
Eastern Zone. Under that scheme Muslim majority could have been reduc* 
ed from 55 per cent, to 51 per cent. In any scheme with the respective 
43 
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fltrengtli of Hindus und Muslims in the total population of Bengal and 
Assam, no Government can function without mutual co-operation and assist- 
ance. With mutual gcK)dvvill and co-operation only it is possible to have 
such a Government. Why then is a cry for partition. Fortunately 
Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose are against this partition. 
They are of opinion that it is not possible to divide Bengal. If it is done, 
there would bo no end of comjdications. I say it is not practicable. If 
you Uiint partition of Bengal, to-morrow in Bihar 40 lakhs of Muslims will 
cry to have a separate I’rovince, next day 60 lakhs of Muslims in the United 
Trovinces will ask tor the constitution of a separate Province, similarly the 
Muslims across the Malabar (toast in Madras will demand a separate Pro- 
vince, so there will he no end of complications. The talk about partition 
is not, thcjetore a fe;isil)le ])roposition. The Ministers are now vying wdth 
one another for a ('oalition Ministry. While we must look to the three 
great men of Inda, Mr. .Tinnah, Mahatma (iandhi and Candit Neliru for 
guidance, we ourselves must plead for an adjustment of the conflictijig 
interests in Jlcjigal. In the name of all that is holy, in the name of all that 
is grand and glorious, in the name of all that is noblest and sublirnest in 
human nature, in the name of truth and justice, we have got to develop our- 
selves, we iiave got to nitegrate the dying forces towards the track of spiri- 
tual reconstj’iiction of our society. 

Sir, we want to live and let live. We shall not encroach upon others’ 
rights and juivih'ges nor shall we allow encroachment on the sacred and 
inviolable rights of Moslems. Wo must ti^y to make it possible for all com- 
munities to live in peace and amity. 1 believe that if we leave no room for 
misgivings and doubts, if we mean w'ell and if our efforts are genuine there 
is bound to be peace and harmony in the land. 

With these words, Sir, I conclude my si)eech. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, 1 do not agTee with my honourable 
friends who think that the budget has been prepared tor one community 
alone, I do not agree wdth those remarks of my honourable friends wiio 
said that it was an Islamic budget. On the other hand I would submit that 
a w^ord of congratulation should go to the Jlon’ble the Finance Minister for 
creating a s])e(‘ial fund for the Muslims and the fluddhists. I also thank 
him for enhancing the grant for the education of the Scheduled Castes. 
But the budget does not indicate any solution of the financial problems with 
which Bengal is confronted. How long the administration of a Province 
can go on by borrowing or begging from the Centre? 1 think the Hon’ble 
the Finance ^linister's hoj)e for financial help from llie Centre may be 
belied. Even if the entire iwoceeds of tlie tax on income and the duty on 
jute is conceded, it cannot he (juite sufficient for our evergrowing require- 
ment. There is another asjiect wdiich should not be entirely excluded from 
our consideration. We may be faced wdtli unforeseen circumstances and 
innumerable ditiiculties on the eve of transfer of power fiom Britain to 
India. AVe may have to land in regions hitherto unknown to us. To meet 
all these contingencies the Ministry must mobilise all their forces and find 
out all their resources. Remove corruption, ill-administration and mal- 
administration. Li(|uidate tlie zemindaries and nationalise the industries. 

(Sir, I shall now put forward some demands on behalf of the Scheduled 
Castes. The Miuistry must concede to the Scheduled Castes a share of the 
trade and commerce in the country. I also congratulate my friend 
Mr. j'aliram Roy for claiming a separate college. My friend realises and 
he believes in the separate entity of the Scheduled Castes but pressed by the 
circumsiances, lie has found a place wLich does not suit him. I also draw 
the atteiiiion of flie HonTde Minister to a flagrant breach of the Communal 
Ratio Rules. To remedy this a member of the Scheduled Castes must be 
appointed on the Public Service Commission. So far as retrenchment is 
concerned, no member of the Scheduled Castes should be retrenched unless 
the community exceeds 15 per cent, of the appointments in the department 
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concerned. Another important aspect, another imporani feature of this 
year s budget is the declaration by ihe Einance Minister about the liquida- 
tion of the zemindary system. We liad occasion before to pronounce on the 
fl(K)r of this House and give the zemindars a clear ^^arning, That time was 
not far off when the people of Bengal would awake, arise and throw this 
inglorious chapter on the land revenue system into tlie Bay of Bengal. Let 
the zemindars, the creatures of the Permanent Settlement, respond to the 
111 gent call of the country. Let the zemindars once for all lorget the 
foolish and false idea that they are the proprietors of the soil. However this 
momentous declaration is lacking in some detail. Firstly tlu're is no idea 
(d time given by the (xovernment when this ])ernicious system will go: 
secondly how the Ministry jiroposes to pay this estimated sum of cS2 crores 
of rupees to the zemindais as conqiensation. At any rate, Sir, Bengal must 
not be mortgaged to the zemindars for another 200 years. If compensation 
IS to be paid it must be paid by instalments out of the income of the zemin- 
daries aftei- deducting the costs of collection of reveiun* and tlu' establisli- 
iiient. At any rate, no liability should be thrown on the geneial revenues 
I'l thi‘ Province. Now, Sir, with your permission and subject to your ruling 
1 wish to touch one or two points. Iteference has been made by my 
(olleagues on my right to the Cabinet Mission and the miscliievous agitiition 
now known as the Partition of Bengal. Sir, the decdaration of the (dibinet 
.Mission in regard to tin* ])osition of the Scheduled Cast(‘s is a betrayal of 
the most worst ty])e. The Labour (lovernment of hhigland caught by the 
traj) of the CongTcss in the false ho])e of trade facilities want to hand over 
th(‘ S cTores ot ])(‘()ple bound hand and loot — people who ai’e unconscious 
oi and unable to dcdend the natural rights of humanity. The ihime J^linister 
of England appears to be acijuainted with the disease from which the 
S(dieduled ('astes aie sutfering in the Hindu socicdy, but. Sir, he has 
referred them to a ]jli,\sician who lias been eating iqi their lilood and killing 
their soul for the last 2,000 ymirs. Now, Sir, a 'word or two about the 
liartition of Bengal. Tt is a silly, it is a foolish agitation (aired on by a 
lew handful of men to protect their vested interests. vSii , \vi‘ are not pre- 
paied to allow’ a section of our peo]>le to live within a purely caste Hindu 
/'(//, for fear of social, economic and political tyranny of the black days of 
ihe jiast and the ])resent. liook at the map of India and s(‘parate tin* Muslim 
majority piovinces from the Hindu majority areas. What do you find P 
Vou will find that the condition of the members of the Sclnululed thistes in 
the ^fuslim majority areas is much better than those living in the area 
dominated by the Hindus. You wall find, Sir, that the economic condition 
of the members of the Scheduled Castes now living in your future Hindu 
kingdom of West Bengal, Bihar, United Provinces and Madras is much 
worse. The social and economic tyrannies are by fai‘ greatt'r and extortion 
and exploitation and oppression at the hands of the Cast(‘ Hindus know^ no 
limits. The Scheduled Castes are not treated even wdth that miudi respect 
shown tow'aids beasts and dogs. Only a few months back the (hmgress 
Covernment of Madras sent a member of the Scheduled (Pastes to jail for 
the so-called offence of burning his child on the funeral pyre of the (^aste 
Hindus. I tell you, Sir, in clear terms that the Srdieduled Castes of Bengal 
do not w’ant any partition and yesterday a resolution has already been jiassed 
In the Bengal Provincial Scheduled Castes Federation to opfiose this move 
with all the force at their command. T am sure the Muslims wall never 
tolerate any fragmentation of the Province. Sir, prohahly the middle 
classes hetw’een the so-called caste Hindus ami the (Scheduled Castes 
commonly known as Navashakas are opposed to it. Then wdio want this 
partition? Two per cent, of the caste Hindus and wdiy? The idea behind 
this 

Mr, PERSIDENT: Mr. Roy, wFat about the budget? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Sir, some members have spoken on parti- 
lion and I am only referring to that. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you are making it the main topic of your speech. 
Piease come to the budget. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am only replying to a point raised by 
some of my friends on the other side. As I was saying, it is only one or 
two per cent, of caste Hindus that want partition. And why do they want 
it? They want it because they want to threaten the Muslims to give up 
their cry for Pakistan and my advice to them is that force is no remedy. 
The only way is to i)ersuade the Muslims to live in an united India is to 
restore their confidence by practical actions. That is the advice that I am 
giving them. TJie (Tongress has committed a great blunder by passing a 
resolution of the Working Committee on the partition ot the Punjab and 
il leads every riglit thiiiKing man to the irresistible conclusion tliat the 
claim for Pakistan is justified. (Interruptions.) Alas, the advocates of Indian 
nationalism and unity of India, you will go so much down. Yel probably 
all youi- colours have not been exhibited before the world and they will be 
gradually known as time goes by wilh the growth of democracy. Hut, Sir, 
as you are impatient, I would finish soon. In jtll seriousness ^1 would ask 
all Tuy friends to realise that the i)artition of West Bengal will lead to the 
partition of every district of Bengal, district by district, village by village. 
(Mn. ITaiudas Majumiiaii: Why?^ Mi-. Majumdar you should remain (juiet. 
If you do not submit to the Muslim rule, why should the Muslims in India 
submit lo Hindu rule? (Mu. MAJUMOAn : We don’t want them to.) You 
may take it fi'om me, Sir, that your West Bengal will nev(>r be partitioned 
and we shall resist it with all our force. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, even 
timely discussion of the budget estimates in this House and from this side 
ot it, is found to be more or less a formal matter and their discussion after 
voting on demands has already commenced in the Tiower House is rather a 
dull fruitless affair. So I do not propose to speak at any length nor do 1 
propose to lake the House through the labyrinth of figures. I shall c.ontcnt 
myself with making certain general observations only about tlie policy and 
the jirogramme of the (jovernment as envisaged in tlie estimates by one 
belonging to the Government party. 

Sir, the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister really deserves our sympathy, 
that for circumstances so ably narrated by him in his budget statement over 
which the Government had had no control whatsoever, he is confronted with 
the most awkward i)osition of having to present such a heavy deficdt budget 
for the st'cond time during his tenure of office as Beiigahs Chancellor of the 
Exchecjiier. Bengal had had seven other deficit budgets previous to this 
following the notorious Niemeyer Award and the reasons are not far to seeL 
Bengal will tide over the heavy deficit wdion either a financial resettlement 
lias been reached witli the Central Government or when Bengal has attained 
her full stature of being a Sovereign Independent State within a little over 
one year now, having full control over her financial resources. 

The Finance Minister deserved congiatulations for the boldness he has 
displayed in augmenting gi'ants under different heads ^r developing the 
Province without resorting to any new taxation immediately to wipe out 
the heavy deficit. He will possibly think of new taxation after the officer 
who has been deputed abroad to examine the technique of new taxation in 
foriegn countries, has returned after mastering the technique. We, on this 
side, have no objection to new taxation if, that does not touch the poor 
people. 

Sir, while things are moving very fast all around us, it is to be regretted 
that the Government do not appear to be moving with the times with the 
same pace. They are not ready with plans and schemes either in the post- 
war reconstruction sphere or any other sphere in the day to day administra- 
tion. Whenever a query is made about the progress of work the invariable 
reply has been either ‘‘that a comprehensive scheme is being drawn up’’ or 
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“that A comprehensive scheme, is under consideration”. There is no escape 
from the criticism that the Government have been moving snail like in the 
old hackneyed or leisurely way. Matters and things which call for quick 
decision and disposal, take long to get out of the Secretariat dovecotes. 

Tliat the Government have been too slow to move is evident from the 
fact that large sums of money sanctioned in the closing gear’s budget have 
lemained undishursed under many heads. Employment of olticers in tlie 
ciqiacity of Sjiecial Officers, after return from leave or training, for months 
together, having had almost nothing to do during the period they are so 
employed in between their posting to substantive posts, is another instance 
ill point. This shows that some screws /are very loose somewlnue and this 
aiitails heavy wastage* of public funds and man-power of the ^ro^ince. 
Serious note ought to be taken of this state of affairs and the screws cither 
Tightened or replaced. 

Sir, agricultural improvement of the country without providing for irri- 
gation facilities and exterminaion of water-hyacinth pests — theie being no 
such projects either for East Bengal or for North Bengal seems hardly possi- 
ble of attainment. 

The (fivil Supjilies Department, which I had called “Givil Jh'iiial Depart- 
ment” in my last budget siieeeh, has had a bad ])ast and does not seem to 
liav(‘ inqiroved any the whit. There is hardly any justificaition lor iiio 
existence and continuance of this Department at such heavy (‘osts when the 
Department having taken in its own hand the purcliase and procurement 
(»i ric(‘ and padds has signally failed to keep down the ]uice of ])addy and 
lice ill the deficit districts l)\ sending adequate quantities of paddy and 
’ice in those jilaces. The Government are certainly aware that a very high 
price is ruling in the deficit districts which is beyond the jmrchasng capacity 
ol ])oor and ])oor middle (dass people. The Department sliould justify its 
existence by taking immediate steps for stabilising the j'rice of rice and 
i>addy 1),\ procuring and sujiplying adequate (juantities or should wind up 
leaving the people to theii' fate. 

Sir, it is painful to have to refer to the boat construction scandal again 
this year. That ejiisode should have been long closed by (piick disjiosal of 
the boats and so niucli money should not have been wasted over the main- 
tenance. This is yet another instance how public funds are wasted for not 
taking quick decisions. 

Sir, barring a provision of dT lakhs for revisional settlement opiu’ations 
preliminary to state acquisition of rent receiving interests, there is no pro- 
vision in the budget for initiating iiroceedings for state aequisitioti even 
jn those districts where the revisional settlement op(*rations are already over. 

So it seems extremely problematieal as to whether the ({uestion of state 
ae(|uisition of n'nt receiving interests will be taken up by ilu^ (‘xisting 
Government under the existing constitution altliough a If ill is said to he ^ 
under preparation and proposed to lie referred to a Select Gomniittee a.ft<T 
introdufdion (Inriiig the current session of the Tjcgislature. It is doubtful 
if this will satisfy the people who are clamouring for the abolition of the 
/emindary system outright here and now — even without j)aying any com- 
pensation to tlie landlords. Preamble to the Jiargadar ^JVmjjoraiy Provi- 
sion Bill has raised suspicion in the mind of the public that Government le 
drying to evade the main issue for the time being. 

Sir, the Government have not yet been able to forsake their love for 
retired otfieers. The war exigency over, there is hardly any justification 
lor their retention in the public services any longer to the detriment of the 
uiterest of young unemployed and employed people. <xovernm(‘nt should 
he well advised to bid adieu to these officers at the close of this month. Sir, 
if contentment and security are contributory factors for creating zest in 
'vork and making for efficiency, what justification is there in keeping so 
many Deputy CoUectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors hanging on a temjiorary 
basis for such a long time? 
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Sir, criminal inaction of the police during the August distiiybah^fcs in 
Cal(‘utta and Howrah and their excesses in Tippera and Noakhali & October 
and November reveal a hoi)eless and a scandalous state of alBiairs and consti- 
tute a sluj- on the police administration of the J^rovince. y 

A complete oviuhauling of the Police J)epartnient is called for, to justify 
the enhanced grants tor it. vStrengthening of the })olice force alone will 
not hel]) in (he maintenance of law and order in the country. So long as 
the j)(‘ople professing ditferent religions and having different ideologic.^ and 
cultures will have no res])ect lor law and order, and will not consider human 
body, life and iiroperty sacrosanct and will not try to understand 
each othcT's views disjiassionalely, there will he no end of the troubles. 

Sir, it is a hajijiy sign that the Grovernnumt have set up an Advisory 
Clommittee in connection with the Sjiorts Stadium in Calcutta which will he 
a paying proposition and are contemplating t() set up a Housing Board for 
the admin isl rat ion ot the* scheme for ])roviding siihsidised housing accom- 
modation foi' the poorer classc's. It is hoped Government will iirofit h\ the 
advice of these bodies*. Sir-, of committ(‘es, commissions, boards and con- 
ferences, th(*re have been too many of these in this Province in the past 
entailing limivy costs but without hearing any fruit because the Government 
h.ad s(d them up only to diveud ])iihlic agitation and not to he irrofited h> 
their deliberations. Though the jrast. experience with rc'gard to these has 
heem anything but (mcouraging, still I would like to suggest the setting nj) 
of an Kconomic ('ommittee consistuig of ofiic'ials and non-otficials to ex])lore 
ways and means for- cdfecting (‘c.onomy in the cost of administration without 
impairing its efficiency on the lines projrosed by the llon'hde Mr. Liaqiiat 
Ali Khan, the h'i nance Minister of the Interim (foveniment. 

I would suggest the setting uj) of an Anti-( Corruption Jloard to effec- 
tively combat and (‘radicate coj-ruption in tin' Public Sei vices com])osed of 
a ])(‘isonnel of ti-nns])ar(‘nt. honesty and strong (diaractei-. Coi']’U])tion is a 
legacy ot the last world war which engvmdered the jrropensit.y of “getfing- 
rich-(juick” in almost all class(‘s of ])eo[)le not exceirting the public servant 
by means fair- oi' foul. Whipping in addition to heavy fine and imprison- 
ment should be imposed on those public servants found guilty of corru])tion. 

I would also suggest the setting up of a Board with ])ow'ers for I'evising 
the communal ratio rules in the jnihlic services, for seeing the revi'-ed com- 
munal 1‘aiios ludng ])roperl\ maintained not only in apirointments but also 
in postings thr-oughout Bengal. 

Bir, I shall now dwell on the educational ])ortion of the budget which 
has evoked so min h ungenerous and adverse criticism from some members 
of the Gjrposition who have chosen to call it an “Islamic Budget”, a “Com- 
munal Budget”, and a “Budget which has ignored the existence of Hindus 
in Bengal”, for the simple reason that some ])rovision has been made in t 
for giving faciliti(‘s to those who are admittedly backward in education in 
order to enable them to make the leeway. For the ten lakhs of the Muslim 
Fducation hhind, erring almost on the side of generosity, there is another 
ten lakhs for the education of tin* Scheduled Castes wdio are also equally, 
it not, more backward in education. Are they not Hindus ? How then, 
the Budget has ignored the existence of Hindus in Bengal y 

Now\ let me revert to item HT — Education — ^General and draw' the atten- 
tion of the Goveninumt to the growing public dissatisfaction as the Porvinee 
seems still to he groping in the educational field for lack of a clearly defined 
objective w’ith the result that little or no progress has been made so far. 
There have of course been committees and conferences but wdiat is exacth 
the ])olicy and juogriaiime of the Government we have yet to know. The 
Budget gives one the inqnession that the Government ire apparently still 
holding and nursing Macaulay \s baby. But, with only a little over a yeai 
betw^een now and complete self-Government, it is high time that the Govern- 
ment should start at least thinking about a substitute in its place. 
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Sif, AMempte merely to enlarge or ailaj3t the existing system are bound " 
to prove ‘wasteful and futile, because the i)resent sysUou has been built on 
ii foundation which is neither democratic, nor sound edin ationally, praciic- 
alJy confined to the upjier and middle classes of the Society. The existing 
system cliiefly aimed at prodmdng the clerical and other subordinate })er- 
sonuel for (jovernment and merchant oHices. With its emjihasis on the 
ubilitT to cram, memorise, copy and reproduce, it cindainly attained its 
oli^jeidive of mass jiroduction of people trained to do thing.s at the bidding 
ol others. With no real scope for free and indejiendent Moik at an\ stage 
of education, it has jiroved utterly unsuited for develojiing (he real ptiwers, 
ter producing the leaders and self-relicnt (dtizens, with initiative and enter- 
prise, with ])ower of clear thinking and constructive imagination, as we 
r(‘(|uire, if our country is to take its place among the liee nations of the 
world. It must be admitted that so far as the education of tin* masses is 
concerned, not even its fringe has so far been touclied. Adult education 
has been coni]detely negleided, and the jirescnt Biidgid lias not jirovided a 
pie for it. 

Sir, As regards primary (‘ducation, we have just an aitology for it. Our 
concejition of primary education lias at no time gone he\ond the narrow 
limits of luovision for mere literacy. Kven theie one notes with dismay 
that the percentage of literacy remains slationary at the shameful iigui-e of 
15. It is not surprising. Nothing better ean lx* eNjiected when the ]>rimary 
teacher is paid no inoie than a beggarly pittance. It is not education hut 
deception in the name ot education to continue which would he unworthy 
of a res])onsihle pojuilar (Tovernment. A redeeming- feature' of this liudget 
is th(‘ provision of Iks. 54 laklis under “Develojum'iit Programme'’ for 
iucreasiug the salary of primary teachers in place of Its. PO lakhs jirovided 
in the closing year's hudgi't. But, J am afraid, w'e are now jiast, the stage 
of tinkering wutli the problem. The time has arri\ed for hom'stly and 
boldly facing it. The maiter can no longer be shelved simjily on financial 
grounds. Whether as an autonomous ih-ovince or a Iree state, Bengal can 
now- certainly jilan on tiie ex])ectation that it w'ill get its full share of 
income-tax and customs duties including iOO jier cent, of the jute exjiort 
duty, in the near future, and if iiecessaiy fresh taxes must lx* levied, Init 
our present or future electorate cannot he left uneducated (‘xcept w-iili dis- 
n-'trous cousetjueiicf*s. A complete reorientation in the (Government’s out- 
look on education is thercfoie essential. There must be a comprehensive 
and well-thought-out scheme of edui-atioii dealing with all stages, and edu- 
cation must he real education whicli would prepare our pco])ie to jierforin 
their duties as free citizens according to their ability and ajititude. 

Sir, The Ilouse ought to be given the details of the eomjuilsory education 
scheme that the Government are proposing to introduce. The Go\eriiment 
should guard against the futility of compelling the childicn to alti'iid the 
lu-imary schools as tliey are today. Without an ailequate arrangement for 
improving the primary schools, such a measure would simply increase the 
wastage and might even end in a farce for want of proiier supervision, 
hatlier than take up w-hole districts as units for compulsory experiment, the 
Ijoverument should select, according to their resources, selected unions in 
i*ach district, and so equip and staff the schools in those areas that the 
■ilucation the children are compelled to receive is something w-orth Iiaving 
ind lasts long enough as to ensure against a relajise into illiteracy. If the 
suggested procedure is followed, sujiervision should also present no special 
1'1‘oblem, since the existing inspecting staff would be able to concentrate on 
uu li small areas. Other areas of the district may gradually be brought 
^imer the scheme as speedily as the resources of the (Jovernment in respect 
4 (jualified teachers, inspecting staff' and finance permit. 

Sir, it is a good thing that the Government for the first time have been 
4ive to the need for jjroviding facilities for primary training. But I should 

the attenton of the Government to a sad omission, namely, the lack of 
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any provision for researcli in education. It lias been our fa;te to* d©p^d tor 
our knowledge on sources outside our country and to be ''^content with 
secondliand knowledge, perhaps obsolete and out-of-date fn most cases, ir 
inapplicable to our conditions. There cannot be a greater tragedy than this 
that tliough our children are there in our own country, our teachers derive 
their knowledge of (diildren from otlier [)eoples’ study of other children foi 
the simple reason that no arrangemenl exists for a systematic and scieutifi( 
clrild-sludy in our country. It the hmndation, Sii', oi our education syffeui 
is to be truly laid, it must be based on our needs and it must suit oui' 
conditions. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: ITow long will you take to finish? 


Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: Two or three minutes, 
Sir. 

I would tlier(‘fore urge on the (Government the need for the establishment 
of a bureau or institute of child-stinly and ])sychological research. The 
(G()vernment of India have provided in the Jludget for 1947-48, for the 
establishment of such a bureau. Bengal should wake up and boldly face tb#^ 
educational problem if she does not want to lag behind. 

iSir, 1 feel T should impress on the (lovernmeni the urgency for improv- 
ing the educational administiation by changing it radically. It we are 
abolishing subinfeudation in our land system, let us also abolish the 
hierarchy in oui* educational administration. The amalgamation of the 
Director of i’ublic Instruction’s office and Secretary’s office can take place 
forthwith thereby increasing the s])eed and efficiency at headquarters. 
Enthusiastic, and energetic ])eople with j)Ower of initiative, drive and leader- 
sliip should be ])icked and chosen for tlie key j)osilions with the duties 
specifically defined and they must get things done within the allotted time. 
Inefficiency and delay should be dealt with ruthlessly. Thus alone can we 
achieve speedy iirog'ress. 

So, w ith these words I resume my scat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
1-45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment, 

The (7mncil then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th March, 
1947. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 17tl) 
March, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Eric Dennont Doyne, 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(G) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Eay, and 

(12) Mir. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 20. 


The Council met m tlie Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building 
on the 18th March, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., being the 2()th day of the First 
Session of .1947, pursuant to section 02(2) («) of the (iovernment of India 
Act, 193-j. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 


Cost of the Damodar and Mor Sohemes. 

71s Mr, SYED ABDUL MAJID; Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Irrigation and Waterways he pleased to state 

(a) what is the estimated cost of the Damodar and Mor Schemes; 

(b) what portion of the cost will he home hy the Government of Bengal 

for each of ihese schemes; ” 

(c) which districts or portion of the districts will he primarily henefited 

hy these schemes ; 

((]) wh('ther the Government have any such reconstructive scheme for any 
district of Eastern Bengal ; if so, what will he the cost of the 
scheme; and 

(c) whejher any committee of non-oflicials had heen consulted in prepara- 
tion of those schemes? 


MINISTER in Charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): (Vrtain 

iiifoiniation li;is been culled for and (be reply will be furnisbed us soon as 
it Is received. 


Mr. BIREN ROY; Is tlmt a reply, Sir? That is no reply and I think 
tlie (|U(*stion should he jiostponed. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED; Acs, Sir, tlie (juestion slifuild he 
postponed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I buve got (be 

answer, Sir, — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you can give it now. 

The Hon^ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Sir, with regard to 
{(i) ami (h) regarding tlie estimated cost of the Damodar and Mor seliemes 
it has not yet heen calculated finally what would he the cost, the 
‘Apportionment of cost has not yet been fixed regarding Mor schemes. 
(c) Practically all the districts will he henefited hy these seliemes. Tliere 
are various other schemes for North and East Bengal, namely, Tistha. 
Earnapluili Schemes and many other schemes. These schemes have lieen 
drawn up hv the expert engineers, and no non-official committee has lieen 
lOTined. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There are so many schemes, so will the 
Don ble Minister please state what has heen the estimated cost of the 
Gumti embankmep^* in East Bengal? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Gum tr will Cost 12 
lakhs. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the scheme be put into effect thi.s 
year ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is being experi- 
mented and if it is possible it will be put into effect this year. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Fm how inuny years the scheming Will 
go on and nothing will be done practically? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The difficulty is 

that these einbankinents are private embankments and we are negotiating 
w’itli the private persons, the landlords, for their consent and hence the delay. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We are hearing the same story every 
year, namely corresponding with the landlords. When will the practical 
work begin ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I do not know 
what were the stories told in this House jireviously but the fad remains 
that the Government took up these schemes only 3 or 4 months back and 
I hope they will be completed soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What will be the cost of hornaphuli 
scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA; Sir, I do not think 
this question does arise. This question is only about the Humodar scheme 
and Mor scheme. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (d) “whether the 
Government have any such reconstructive scheme for any district of 

East Bengal: it so, what will be the cost of the scheme So 1 

want to know vhat is the cost of toniaphuli scheme which will affect the 
(diittagong district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: There are 
hundreds of schemes and if the honourable member wants details, I want 
notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Qiu ‘stions over. We shall now resume the Gene- 
ral Discussion of the Budget. Yes, Mr. Biren Hoy. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, it is now ])ractically winding up the Debate on 
behalf of the Oiiposition at the fag end of the discussion today and we have 
only 45 minutes left after which the Finance Minister will reply. Perhaps 
the replies are also written for him and so it Avill be very unreal to bring 
about many things which may not be answered at all. I sympathise with 
the lot of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who had to place this budget, 
this big bluff' on us, I jiresume he would not have done so intentionally if 
he had the power to change items radically in the Budget. It is 
evident of course that he had tried to change some items. As regards 
Education and a part of the Medical expenditure we congratulate him for 
it but on one aspect particularly we cannot congratulate him and that 
aspect is the Stadium business. When such a big Civil Works budget has 
been presented which, considering the position of Bengal, vis-a-vis the 
Centre, will not be possible to execute on account of paucity of materials, 
he has given a' very high priority to the construction of the Sport Stadium- 
Practically most of the materials, cement and iron particularly, that will 
be allotted to this province during the next financial year will be used up 
for this purpose (if he would choose to do so as he ha^ stated in an open 
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press meeting that the Stadium will have the second priority" after the 
buildings executed under the bustee schemes by the ■ Inijirovemont Trust 
in Calcutta). In these two projects I do not know how this bustee scheme 
will fare in view of the other preoccupations of the CalcuUa Improvement 
Trust at the present moment. Regarding the building of liouses by which 
] mean small buildings for the common people for whom this Government 
IS so much interested and are trying to pass the Calcutta Rent Bill, I 
think no help will be given to these persons who have no homes at all. 
And not only that, those who are willing to rent out their ])laces even at 
the standard rent or those who cannot get the tenants out (on account of 
the stringent measures of the Rent Control Order) even when they reijuire 
the few more rooms occupied by the tenants for tlieir own use, they even 
cannot get such building materials to build more acconimo’dation. In 
spite of all this a big Civil Works budget has been pivsented to us 
amounting to several crores of ru])ees knowing full well that no part of 
ll.is budg<‘t will be executed for the reasons stated by me. Why is this 
])]aced y Is it because the contractors will go round them and something 
else will happen from beliind ? It is much i)etter to cut out this portion 
oi the budget and bring out a really imactical works project which this 
Government will be able to ])ush through during ihe next year. We find, 
Sir, from the details given elsewhere that practically in every branch, say,’ 
Iriigation, Education, Medical, Agriculture, there are provisions foi* 
some sort of building work and that those buildings take up mrist of 
tlie mone,\ and \i*t none of thest' buildings will bt* com])h‘ied or even 
attempted to be constructed durnig this year and therefore no Nation 
liuilding activities ])ractically will take placi^ within the coming ^ear. 
Tiierefore, Sir, I call this big Civil Works budget a l)ig bluff. I come 
now to otluT items, the first item I think. Sir, should be the J’oliee. I 
would take up this item in this way that a ver\ important deidaration has 
hemi inade, while we were ])roc(*eding with the discussion of this budget. 
ID this House and while practically all the criticisms liaTC been offered in 
tljt‘ other House, regarding a levy of taxation, a mwv form of taxation, 
on municipalities for the police force. Now, Sir, the Finance Ministm- is 
JiUo the Minister of the Local Self-Government Department and hence I 
don't know whether he had also this up in his sleeves. If that is so, Sir, 
tlion 1 would say on behalf of the municipalities in Bengal or ratlno' the 
niunicipalities which I represent at least (the areas around (alcutta) that 
these municipal Councils, if they are to be made to pa> some sort of 
taxation for the police force, they should be entrusted with the a])])oint- 
nient of such police force under their control as is done or as is (*ven 
luevalent in the iinlependent countries of the world and then these muni- 
(‘i])al bureaus or city fathers would have the sense of responsihility of 
]Me.s(‘rving laAv* and order and that would be done much bettcu’ by them 
than is now being done by the present Government in jiower and tlie 
citizens also will take care that such a police force in tludr areas do 
•x'tually preserve order or come to their help in ]»reserving law and order 
:‘nd not be despicable police force not to be found in case of riots and 
"ther lawless activities. Besides that I would point out in this connec- 
tion the appointments of non-Bengalees and that on a communal basis at 
that, to the police force of the Province. Tc communalise the ])olice 
^ulniinistration in a jirovince is a very dangerous thing. I am not going 
b' attack it on other points but only asking, Sir, as to why is it that in"^ 
jh'Tigal while the Ghief Minister says in another part of the province we 
are going to have independence soon, why should we in Jlengal be allowed 
policed by non-Bengalees? Is that not a disgrace that we cannot 
police ourselves with our own jieople of this Province? The Finance 
Minister at a certain place or rather at a conference of municipal chairmen 
of this Province harped on the theme of better relations between the 
^unnicipalities and other local self-governing bodies and local Government 
iind in this connection he tried to be humorous. He said that it is a 
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husband-wife relation ; when the husband does not want to give money to 
the wife, the wife has however to put the house in order anyhow and that 
sentiment was voiced by some other members in a particular way w'hicli 
I shall deal with later. But in this connection I would remind tlie 
Hon’ble Minister that the comparison of relation between husband and 
wife may be pretly sweet, but 1 want to remind him that when lie 
considers the position of this Province in relation to the Centre he should 
also view it in the same lighl ; we want to be united or remain united 
with the (-entre. Now, Sir, the Ilon’ble Finance Minister wants to have 
a divorce from the ( entre; though keen on such divorce, he will cry at 
the sanu‘ time, even being the guilty party, to have continued alimony 
and why should he have it? He knows he would not have it, and hence 
the budget he has presented is not only not i(‘al but. our discussions too 
are unreal in this House. You, Sir, as the custodian of this House when ve 
wanted an adjournment, the other day, asked us to take this budget matt(U‘ 
seriously and asked us t.o lefiain from adjournment, so that no other sub- 
ject should intervmn* but >ou found, Sir, though it may not ])erliaps bo 
due to >ou or to the Government that many things intmvmied in the debate 
and by this time reiilit^s to sonu* of tlu* itimis criticised luu'c have already 
been offered 1)_\ th(‘ Finance* Ministi'r at anotlu*i’ ])lace where* the members 
can practically control him b\ I'cfusing grants, here a\<' catinot. But 
surely we* can s\iggest to him things wliicii he* shouhl re‘nu‘mhe*r. In this 
conne'ction I ma\ mention erne thing re/garding the* munie*i])al]t ies about 
which a hint was tlirowm out )>> Mr. Morgan. It was a ve*r\ mischie'vous 
hint and that is re'garding the* loan whiedi was oi- is he*ing considereel h^ 
the Finance* Ministe'r to stabilise the Calcutta ( 'or]>oration . In another 
])lace I alre'ady me‘ntione*(l and have* tried to jioint out tf) him that the 
municipalities of Howrah and the* Corieoration oi Calcutta are* the two 
ado])te(i sons of the (ro\ e*rnment of Bengal and the other local bodies— 
(Iloii’hle* Mr. Moiiammk)) Am: Or ste']>-son?) Ve's, that is exactly so, and 
the* rest of the municipalitie*s do not count at all. I lio])e, Sii, he will 
(diange his attitude*. As to Avhether they aie adopte‘d sons or ste*p-sons I 
am not going to clarifv <)!• amplit_\ the suhje*ct ; the* h'inance* Ministe'i 
unde*i‘stands wli_\ I ha\e state'd it ; m,\ ])urpose* is to ])i'e've*nt the* bungling 
of the* Province*'s finane'e* and this Government cannot he* absolved from 
su(di blame*. I am not s])eaking of the Finance .Ministe*r\s own bungling 
of money but bungling of mom*_\ b\ those* Ministers wdiom the Finance 
Minister will allow to usurp finance* and bungle and he* has ini baiul in it. 

Sir, ill the matt(*r of sipiersession of a municijiality only on account ol 
financial consideration 1 think the Governme'iit sh'ould have a jiolicy ni 
future — I mean a standardised policy. The municipalities are bound by 
certain limitations ol the Act to tax ])eople but the expenditure side cannot 
be limited in a particular w^ay. Today all sorts of exjienditure foi’ cariw- 
ing on municipal activities have gone ii]) d to b hundred pe'r cent, at least. 
The Finance* Minister is thinking of sending somebody to the Uniti'd 
States of America at a cost of 8 to 10 thousands of rupees to find out 
special means of taxation. I think he should keep in view the limited 
sources on which to fall back when dealing with the municipalities of 
the Pi'ovince. But this is a very troublese^me point. The municipalities 
work under completely different system in the United States of America 
and in England. They have certain elastic sources of revenue whereas in 
the Bengal Municipal or (bilcutta Uorporation Act in this country we have 
not got such sources. Our only duty is to fix a rate of taxation on b or 
G heads and charge the rate-])ayers a consolidated amount as taxes. Only 
the rates are a bit elastic as we can only change tin* quantum and nothing 
else. But w^e cannot carry on any far-reaching changes, any work ot 
improvement for which we can at least realise money and here when 
wanted to bring up subjects for municipalisation of any essential service 
which can bring profit to the municipalities to run, Government steps in 
and say that they want to nationalise. Let us take the case of motor 



GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


409 


1947.] 


irinsport and transport by electric traction or the electric supply. All 
ihese aft'ect the ratepayers of Calcutta (\)rporation and suburban muni- 
rnrilities most. In a resolution about three years ago I spoke on these 
in detail: I am briefly stating them now for the guidance of the future 
nolicy of Government. Under what> circumstances these services should 
L' nationalised. We do not know yet what is going to be the shape of 
our National Government in the Province. It would be better to run such 
essential services on co-operative profit share basis by -means of wliicli an 
owner or an occupier of a building or land, residing in a particular area 
(»!' in the neiglibourliood should be allowed to invest in a liniiied number 
of shares, say o, 0 or 10, as was the case when the floating ot the Rc^smve 
Bank took jdace, and b> this manner the Electric Supply and the Trans- 
port ( ompanies should be taken over. Ther(‘by each person who is a 
lonsumcr of electricity or those who use this transport will be benefited 
k any profit that may accrue to such services. That will also practically 
put a\*Eeck in the matter (d‘ stopjiages or strikes in any such concerns, 
because it will affect the pockets of each and every individual who is 
interested in the running of such transport or services. But as soon as 
\ou nationalise thesi' things, it mean pakistanisation and it would imme- 
(Initelv bring in all sorts of (juestions ot party jiolitics, jobbeiN and 
eoiruptitm in such services. We have already found out that the tele- 
phone corporation as soon as it was transferred from i>rivate company 
enntrol to tlie Government wc* are deprived that efficient service which we 
V er(‘ so long getting when it was managed by a ])rivate limited com]ianv. 
It has already become a scandalous affair. (Th<‘ Hon ble Mr. MoiiammI'?!) 
Ai,i : That is not Pakistanising. ) Y(‘s, that may be iind therefore you 

are already going in for Pakistanising the Broadcasting, don t you 
icmtunber Y 

Now, coming to another subject which is also directly under I he 
Finance Minister, namely. Public Health. Hereunder Medical Relief, 
Iind lhat most of Ihe items of medical relief are about the erc'ctioii of 

buildings and buildings. That means nothing will be dom‘ in the way of 

]iiactical relief to the people. But in spile of our re(juests for the last few 
\ears and in spite ot the recjuests even from th(‘ women memlu'rs of this 
House nothing h:is been done u])til now or no provision has beiui made 

tor ]U‘oviding training to more Indian women as nurses or lady health 

visitors. That means that you have com)detely neglected the women and 
cliihlreu of Bengal. You have not tried even to ojien up a siiigh* maternity 
centre or childien’s clinic at Govei nimuit cost. Jhaui where these have 
been open(*d, the* Government have not yet come forward ivitli suitable 
contribution so that these may be imjnoved. I uish, Sir, that tin* 
Finance Minister should say that instcnid of Imilding this stadium, all tbese 
hricdcs, cement, etc., shouid go to ea(di of the suhdivisir)ns in Ibuigal oi’ 
a1 least to the ‘2(1 districts so that mat<‘rnity homes and (diild welfare 
emitres may be immediatidy built with these materials and suiiahh' 
contributions mad(‘ towards their efficient running. As regaids tin* stmding 
ol 1 ‘xperts to otlier foreign countries, which is one of tlieii' schemes, 1 
'^ould advise the Finance Minister to send a grou]) of ])ersons, \ ruing 
people, to study the modern metliods of housing and ivbahilitation alter 
this war in order to improve the slums. Tlncse things you should do. 
Von should also send persons to study modern methods oi education, that 

primary education. I think many who have been sent already have 
their set ideas and when they return they ar(‘ a]i])ointed as jircfessors. 
^ on should send peojile from non-official sources who (*ould givt* you tin* 
'schemes by studying these things at first hand. T on would be able to 
give effect to those ideas which would he of iuiniediate necessity 
to this Province. 

Now, about the “Dove” incidtmt. I referred last tiiiu* in this House 

Hiis D. H. Dove aeroplane for wdiich you set apart Rs. 2 lakhs for its 
delivery to Bengal Government and wJieu I pointeil out to the Hon Tile the 



Chief Minister that the Dove cannot be delivered even within a year, he 
said that it was on the way. Now, instead of that Dove you are being 
flown by other kites. Why don’t 5 ^ou cancel this Dove and give the 
EJyiiig Club, the only institution in Bengal which is carrying on the 
training of pilots in this Province at least for the next few years, annually 
Its. 50, 000 which is J of wliich you wanted to spend for one “Dove”. 

I now come to the other aspect of the budget, that is the Industries. 
Sir, fishing througli the whole budget I have come to an aspect that of the 
provision of one lakh of rupees set apart for fisli processing. I could not 
understand what is meant by this, (and that is the only industry) this 
fisliing business, tliat has been provided for in tliis budget and knowing 
how efficient this Government is, I mean how economically they run their 
own business, their boat-building busim\ss and also the Civil Supplies 
Department, I think this will be a sheer waste of money and the sooner 
they leave this fishing business out the better. Last time 1 suggested 
some other new sources of taxation, one was taxing the races. In Boin- 
biiy it has been done. I do not know why the Finance Minister here is 
so eag(‘i- to exempt these races from the ])urview of taxation wlien he needs 
so much money. He can easily get ‘25 to 50 lakhs of rupees every year 
by tin* ini])osition of a fee on these races. (The Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Moii.\mmei) Alt: Sir, is it any good wasting the time of the House with 
such irresponsible speech when the honourable member does not know what 
the budget estimates are? He does not seem to know what we are getting 
from these rac(‘s.) I am coming to that. 1 know there is the Gambling 
Act under which racing is taxc'd, but there is no siudi ad hoc licence fee 

levied on the Turf Club here to carry on ra(dng as is payable and is ])aid 

by the Western India Turf (Mub in Bombay, some 25 lakhs. Taxing on 
gambling is oiu' sour(‘e of revenue. But why don’t you levy a licence fee 
as is done in Bombay? That will get you anotlnu' 25 to 50 laklis. Perhaps 
the Finance Minister never read through tlie newspaj)ers. (The Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Mohaumiu) Atj : We are getting more than Bombay does.) 
He is sp('aking of only gambling tax. We want more, 25 to 50 lakhs in 

the shape of licence fee, you will get this I'xtra. Why don’t you 

do that? What sto])s you from trying it? (The Hon'ble Mr. 
M(>ii\mui:i) Alt: AVhat about Giey Hound Kaciiig?) Yes, that is not run 
noAV and as soon as it is run I shall ask you to tax it. 

J think, Sir, generally I have done practicall^\ the itcmis which I wanted 
to speak on and I do not want to gf) into the details f)f the statistics which 
liavc' been very well brought out by Mr. Badruddiija in his yesterday’s 
sjieech and 1 thiTik we cannot surpass liim in that respect. 

The Hon^ble Mri MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Piesident, Sir, I am 
gratetul to the membei's who particiiiated in the budget debate for the 
many valuable and consti-uctive suggestions they have given. I must 
confess at the outset that the debate in this House was of a veiy high order 
and that tin* membei's participated in a very good and constructive spirit. 
I wish I could say the same of the debate lhat took {ilace elsewhere. I 
was particularly impressed by the speech of Mr. Kaiiiini Kumar Dutta. 
His a])]U’oach to our pi’oblems in this pi-ovince was very i-ealistic and very 
rational. I shall ileal with the points that he I'aised in his speech when I 
come to it. I propose to take up all the points that wei’e raised by the 
various members who j)articipated in the debate in the order in which they 
inaih' their speeches. Sir, before I do that, I have got to make one 
observation regarding the very uncharitable remark of my friend 
Mr. Biren Roy. He said it was no use his jiarticipating in the debate at 
this late stage because my reply was already prepared and that I would 
not be able to adjust myself. He is wrong. This is not the first time that 
I have risen to reply to the debate. Last year when I presented the budget 
estimates for the year 194G-47 I replied to the debate on two successive 
days and if Tiiy friend Mr. Biren Roy’s memory does not fail him, I am 



sure he will realise that I did not give a written reply to the debate. I 
have with me of course some sheets of paper in which I have got points 
noted down by me of the issues that were raised by members and if Mr. 
Biren Roy’s eyesight is good, and I hope it is good because he is an 
aviator, then he will see that the right hand column is blank. I have only 
noted down the points to be replied to from my own memory; of course 
when I shall have to deal with st^itistics I shall take ret'ourse to figures 
which 1 liave j^repared but I have no set notes prepared eitlier by myself 
or by the department. With these words I shall first of all deal with the 
points raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. He says that lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees expenditure are being incurred under communal education, and lie has 
also protested against the provision for the expansion and development of the 
Islaniia College, and he calls that provision as communal provision. 1 am 
afraid that these points were raised in another place and I had to deal with 
them elsewhere but as those same points have also been raised here 1 will 
have to go over the same ground here too, but nevertheless I want to tell 
honourable members that Muslims are educationally backward thbugh 
they form the major proportion of the population of the Brovince. A 
sound educational policy should reflect the actual proportion of the 
Ih’ovince’s jiopulation in the schools and (‘oileges in the Province. It 
means that in a Province where Musalmans form oti jier cent, of the popu- 
lation the number of students in the schools and ('olleges should also be 
ob per cent., but what is Ihe actual position? In the schools and colleges 
we have barely per cent, of Muslim students, and what is tlie reason? 
The reason is that Muslims are not in a position to spend money for the 
education of their (diidreu ; they are economically backward and therefore 
as a natural corollary to this tliey are educationally backward. It is the 
duty of the State to make facilities available to the backward ])eople so that 
the amenities provided by the Stab* are available to all ac(*ording to their 
own legitinuile rights. That should be the })olicy wliich any (iovernment 
should adopt. But unfortunately Muslims are backward, for reasons 
which aie obviously known to honourable members and 1 do not want to 
cast aspersion on members either here or elsewhere. But 1 would like to 
trace the cause of this bacdvwardness and it is thi.s: the Mussalmans, a 
couple of hundred \ears ago, or even not as far back as that, were the 
ruling nation in the country; they wen* the nders and for reasons wdii(di 
are historical facts their rule over the country suddenly was transferred to 
British hands. So practically the Muslims from a ruling nation were 
converted into a subject nation. It was a g'real change foi’ them and they 
therefore could not, adjust themselves to tluit change. There was a gituit 
deal of mental setback, setback in social position, setback in the ecomunic 
position and setback so far as their mental (‘quilibrium also was comu*rned, 
and they naturally resented the intruders, the con(|uerois and the lulers. 
They could not come forward to the ruling race frir any kind of jiatronago 
or for loaves and fishes of ofHce. That is why they began to fiill batik 
but it was not the same so far as the great Hindu community was con- 
cerned. 1 am not speaking in any sense casting any as])e]’sion on that 
great community. AVith due and great res]>ect to that community, I 
want to say tlmt at that time they were a subject nation and tliey remained 
a suliject nation. So far as they were concerned it was only a question 
of a change of masters; they W'ere not so much mentally upset and they 
took the fullest possible advantage by co-o])erating with the conquerors 
and that is why they progres.sed aheml and the Muslims fell back. This 
is the reason why the Muslims are today very backward in this Province 
and that is the chief reason >vhy Government should provide adequate 
facilities so that 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: AAliat about Science College? 

The Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I will deal with all the points 
if Mr. Mazumdar holds himself in patience. The sound policy of the 
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Government is to see that equal facilities are available to everybody. 
But, Sir, whereas in this Province the Muslims should have 5G per cent, 
of the seats in the educational institutions actually they have only 25 per 
cent, seats and that is why Government is only doing bare justice to the 
Muslims by making a special allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees for the 
creation of a Muslim Education Fund. I hope the honourable members 
will realise this position and will not grudge this small amount — ^rightfully 
it should have been more — for giving educational facilities to the commu- 
nity which is backward. Then, again 1 may remind the honourable 
members that this allotment has been made by Government on the 
strength of a Resolution adopted by this very House. This Resolution 
was brought by Mr. Nur Ahmed and it was accei)ted by this House some 
time ago. It urged that a special fund be created for Muslim education 
and if Government implements that resolution of this House it does not 
lie in the mouth of any honourable member of this House to question 
that grant. Mr. Majumdar spoke of the provision made for 
the expansion of the University College of Science. I feel that there is 
really a necessity for scientific research and investigation. But what good 
will scientific research do if there is so much mass illiteracy? The problem 
before the Province is mass illiteracy and we must try our very best to 
raise the standard of education of the people to j)rovide literacy for 
every man and woman who inhabit this Province and before that is done 
the question of higher education does not arise. Primary education must 
have priority over higher education. First we shall try our best to make 
primary education available to all, then the question of higher education 
will come. I hope honourable members realise that primary education is 
essentially necessary for the growth and development of tlie Province and 
the question of secondary and higher education will come later. Of course, 
Sir, I am in sympathy with Mr. Mazumdar about scientific education. It 
is true that scientific education is also very necessaiy and that is why 
provision is being made by Government for the same. But what 1 want 
to tell him is that we must not ignore primary education and we must give 
it top priority. But before the (juestion of allotment for primary educa- 
tion, we cannot think of spending huge sums of money for scientific or 
technical education. At the same time we agree that these heads should 
not be starved. 

Sir, I now come to the boat construction policy. With regard to boat 
construction i)olicy, Mr. Majumdar said that it is a scandal. Sir, I agree 
that this was a very scandalous thing and J am not holding any brief for 
the Government wJio executed that policy. Government was stampeded into 
that policy, they were driven into that policy, because perhaps Mr. Majum- 
dar will remember that during J 941-42 the Government adopted a denial 
policy and requisitioned no less than dO, ()()() boats out of fear and panic 
that tliis Province would be overrun by the Japanese and that is why by 
requisitioning dO, ()()() boats the entire economy of the Province in the rural 
areas was disrupted, t]’ans])ort was disrupted and the economy was dis- 
rupted because there were a large number of fishermen who used to make 
their living out of these boats. The then Government not only spent over 
a crore of rui)ees in giving effect to the scheme of denial but they also 
destroyed most of these boats and they were sold as fuel. 

So, when things improved Government felt the necessity of boats not 
only for the traus])ort of foodgrains but for giving to people from whom the 
boat which was their only means of livelihood, had been requisitioned. 
(Mr. Biken Roy: Why don’t you want His Majesty’s Government 
to pay for the boats?) This policy Avas adopted by a Government of which 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar was one of the main props and support and there- 
foic I ask Mr. Majumdar whether it now lies in his mouth to say that. 
(Mr. Haridas Mazumdar ; The next corrupt Government took advantage 
of that.) Now, Sir, this was the direct outcome of a policy adopted by a 
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Government and of a party to which Mr. Majiimdar belongs. Mr. Majum- 
flar has talked of Coalition Government and said that it was the need of 
the day. Now, Sir, this is a question of high policy and it is a subject 
on which I am not competent to speak but honourable members of this 
House know that the Chief Minister has given his ideas on the subject and 
certainly nobody can gainsay the fact that everybody will welcome a 
Coalition Government which should be formed on common terms without 
sacrificing the aims and objects of any political party of this country. 
But I want to say this that the members of the opposite side should not 
deal with the question of Bengal separately. Because you cannot ])low hot 
and cold in the same breath. You cannot say that you want a united 
India and a divided Bengal. Now, Sir, the demand for the partition of 
Bengal has been put forward seriously. Everybody knows tbai in the 
year 1905-6 partition was an accomplished fact. (Mr. Biuen Roy : I 
was not born then.) Well, it does not matter whether Mr. Roy was born 
then or not. As he says he might have been in an embryonic stage. I too 
was not born then. How^ever, the fact remains that there W'as vehement 
agitation against the partition and the partition was almost an absohitely 
accomplished fact. Therefore this demand that comes forwuird now means 
that there is a volte face somewhere. 1 will not enter into the contro- 
versy. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has given a true perspective of this 
demand. He stated that this was a poli(‘y of despair. (Mr. L\UT 
CiiANDiM Das: Why this despair? Deal with communalism and you 
understand it.) He said that they did not want actual partition but it 
was a jiolicy of despair. I shall deal with it afterwards. I will come to 
that subject later. So I leave it as it is for the present. 

Then I come to Mr. Sanyal. He said that an Islamic Budget was 
presented when communal harmony w'as essential. I agree with him so far 
as the question of the essentiality of communal harmony is com'erned. 
There is no doubt that we and that everybody want peace, tranquillity and 
communal harmony in tlu* Province, because unless the Muslims and the 
Hindus in this Province live as brothers, unless they co-operate with one 
another, the prospects wdll be really dark and 'we cannot progress unless 
we live in amity and we work with one another for the common objective, 
namely, the amelioration of the condition of the people an<l the raising of 
the standard of the peo])le living in this Province and the betterment of 
the Province as a wdiole. That is true. 1 wmuld say that the Hindus and the 
Muslims are practically the two main wheels of the chariot of Bengal and 
if the chariot is to ])rogress the two wheels must not only revolv(‘ in unison 
but they must also revolve in harmony. Unless that is so one will be a 
sort of a drag on the other. Neither the Musliiiis can progress noi’ the 
Hindus can achieve progress if there is no mutual trust, goodwill and 
co-operation. I would also say that, though we are in a majority in this 
Province, we cannot do so, as Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has very coTiectly 
put it, and we have no intention to dominate over the minorities. He has 
extended his hand of co-operation and we will grasj) that hand of (co- 
operation. We will not only grasp the hand of co-op(‘ration but w(* will 
beseech him for that co-operation. We have no intention to dominate 
over anybody. We only want that the goodwill of all peo])]e should b(‘ with 
us and we only want to improve the lot of the people and thereby we should 
improve and better the condition of this Province. That is our objective, 
ISir. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: You have not replied to my point. Will 
you then yield to and admit that Joint Electorate is a nec'essity and must 
be conceded?) That is a very minor point. (Mr. TjALIT (Hiandra Das: 
That is the point; that is the whole thing.) That question will come up 
when the fuHire constitutional machinery is 1)eing evolved later. 1 am not 
competent to discuss the future contitutional setup nor to speak on what 
should be the method for the various kinds of electorates. That is a matter 
which can be settled later if there is goodwill of the people and if the leader’s 
sit round the table. Mr. Sanyal said that there was very little sprinkling 
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of funds to the Scheduled Castes for their education. We have granted 
this year an additional sum of 5 laklis for the Scheduled Castes Fund. It 
was pointed out that the Scheduled Castes being more backward than the 
Muslims deserve greater support than the Muslims. I want to point out 
to this House that by making a provision of 10 lakhs for the Scheduled 
Castes which is equal to the provision made for the Muslims we have 
given them four times weightage, because if the honouarble members will 
look at their population in this Province it will show that the Scheduled 
Castes form ^th of the population of Muslims. They are, to be exact, 24 ‘2 
per cent, of the Muslim population in this Province. Therefore 'by 
providing 10 lakhs for the Scheduled Castes we are actually providing four 
times the amount of that allotted per capita to the Muslims. The per 
capita allf)tment io them is four times that of the Muslims. (Mr. 

Roy: Yon speak of the o lakhs wdiich was not spent in the year.) This 
whole amount is available for the Scheduled Castes education in the year 
1947-48, munely, 10 lakhs of rupees. (Mr. Biren Roy. Including 5 lakhs 
which was not spent.) No question of that. Five lakhs recurring and 
five lakhs non-rcciiriing. Perhaps Mr. Biren Roy has been more busy in 
other mjitters than in the examinatioii of the Budget Estimates. 
Mr. Saiiyal has referred to the Brooklyn Ice Plant and he has made some 
adveise criticism but he does not realise that this ice ])lant has been taken 
over from the Dis])()sals. It was an American plant and has been taken 
ovei* for the purpose of hel])ing the importing of fish into (.'alciitta. 
Because of the scarcity of ice the fish trade cannot thrive. Fish cannot 
be brought into Calcutta. This plant for the inanufacture of ice will go 
a long way towards solving the acute shortage of ice for the pur])ose of 
kce])ing the fish in good condition for the consunuu’s in Calcutta and else- 
wheie. So this provision is really productive scheme because it will not 

mean any loss to Government. It is a selfrfinancing scheme and at the 

samt* tiim* it supplies sufficient materials for the fishing trade. Govern- 
ment is not mercenary and has to look to the inteit'sts of the pi'ople. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhuri has given us his good wishes and 
he hoj)es success will attend on our endeavours in our financial resettle- 
ment with the Government of India. I thank him for giving us his good 
wishes and I think that la* realises the ])osition that a great injustice has 
been doiie to Bengal under Niemeyer Award and the financial settlement 
with Btmgal continues to be exploited b\ the centn‘. (Interruption) I 
knou' that great constitutional clianges ar(‘ impending and J know that 
BengaTs finances will be solved, I mean the difficulties regarding the 
financial stringency of Bengal will be solved, once Bengal is allowed to 

get all the revenues to Avhich she is entitled. She will then be the richest 

Province in the country; she will have th(‘ largest revimue of over one 
hundred croiavs, moiv than most of the other provincivs will lx* able to boa.st 
of. I niaint;iin that Bengal is rich in mineral resources, rich in all kinds 
of ])ossible ways, it has got two ports and the Ih'ovince is the most fertile 
in the country and therefore Bengal will be the richest and most progres- 
sive country not only in India but in the East if once Bengal is able to 
break away fiom lier shackles not only from England but also from the 
(Vntre. Mr. Roy ('howdhury has refeiaed to the vital statistics for the 
year lf)4(l but 1 want to point out to him and to some members who have 
madi‘ criticisms regarding them and I want to say that when I said that 
the year 194(1 was the healthiest year in Bengal I meant that the vital 
stati^tics show the death-rate under malaria and cholera and other diseases 
was the lowest in the Province. Not only on the basis of per niille figure 
but on the basis of total jiopulation also, because I have checked the figures 
and found that even after the unfortunate deaths of so many jiersons 
during the 1948 famine, the population of 194(1 was not less than that of 
the year 1948, because the loss due to famine was counterbalanced by an 
increase in the birth rate, and the population was almost the same in J946 
as it was in 1948. Therefore nhen I quoted the figures I was not only 
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presenting an over-all picture but I was also presenting the ratio figures 
that is, per miller and I will give the House some figures in this connection. 
\Ve have got the recorded statistics since the year 1920 and 1 cannot go 
beyond that because there is no record prior to that date. 1 may say that 
in the year 1920 the ratio of per viille census of population that is the total 
number of deaths was 32*7 and 301. It came down in the year 1940 to 18, 
the lowest and the ratio per mil^e of population so far as malaria is 
concerned was 5 o in 1940; from IohS it has come down to o-o. Now, so 
far as cholera is concerned, from 1-2 the highest was 3 () in 1943 and from 
8-0 the lowest recorded in 194() is -o only. 

Now, Sir, so far as smallpox is concerned the highest was 2-3 in tlie 
year 1!)44. In the year 1944 the ratio per tuille of census of })opulation 
was 2 3 and last year it was only *1. Not only that the general death rate 
w^as loAv in the year 1940 on the basis of not only overall census of popula- 
tion but also on the basis of per iiulle of population. So the honourable 
members will realise that Bengal had the healthiest year in 1940. By that 
1 do not mean to say that the honourable members should run away with 
the idea that it is enough and more improvement is not necessars . Ear 
from it, the position is still very bad and people are still dying of cholera, 
smallpox and other preventible diseases. There is no reason why this 
should not be pit'veiited . Every ounce of our energy should be directed 
towards the eradication of these preventible disi'ases. I do not think that 
we should sto]) here thinking that we have done enough and now we can 
rest. That should not be our ])olicy. Even this 1 per ini lie of persons 
that (he of smallpox is itself very unfortunate. Small}>ox has been eradi- 
cated from all oilier countries why then should it not be ei’adicated 'from 
our Ih'oviiKH' and we shall take all sorts of measuies until it is put down 
to lh(‘ zero ])oint. So far as the Public Health grants an* concerned 
honoui'ahle memhius will see that in the budgid estimate we have provided 
for one lakh of lupees for Public Health campaign. We have done so 
because it is proposed to carry on a tearing and raging cami)aign through- 
out the length and breadth of this Province for educating iieople on iiublic 
health, foi- educating the ])eople to take vaccination and cholera inoculation 
and to educate the pe(Ji)le to live a more hygienic life. These things are 
iK'cessary. Unfortunately our p(‘ople do not know many of tlie important 
conditions of good living and sanitary and hygienic* living. So it is the 
duty of the (Government to (‘ducate them in these matters and for that 
l)urj)ose in this year’s hudgc*t we have made a ])rovision for ])uhlic health 
ciimpaign which we should carry on thi'oughout the huigth and hieadth of 
the Province. But T think, Sir, that the grant of one lakh of rui)ees is 
inadequate and that it may be necessary for us to come up again for the 
augmentation of this ])rovision. Eor the present we have made a soil of 
<1(1 hoc allotment and I think no member of this House will grudge the 
expemTitui’e made for educating the ])eople in hygienic methods of living 
and of lu’cventing diseases. * 

Sir, I have disposed of the question of one lakh which has l)et‘n raised 
by Mr. Birendra Kumar Roy (Jhowdhury. He said that every good man 
should have his due. 1 entirely agree and from the trend ol m\ I’eply it 
is appai’tmt that we also want that every man, womaij and child should 
have his or her due — that he should have a decent living and be a free 
citizen. 

Now, I come to Mr. Nur Ahmed. He has raised certain constitutional 
points. He has said that this House has very little powei' with regard to 
financial matters. I do not want to (*nter into that controversy. 1 know 
how jealous this House has been over that position. T am bi're by mere 
sufference and so it is not proper for me to enter into a constitutinoal 
controversy over which this House has l)een agitating for some time past. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed was perfectly right w'hen he said that the budget could 
have been balanced if grants under nation-building department could be 
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minimised. Now, Sir, it is very easy to balance a budget. If Government 
can ruthlessly cut down expenditure under the nation-building departments 
it can always balance a Budget. Mr. Biren Roy says why we do not cut 
dowm the Civil Supplies Department. I claim to know Mr. Biren Roy 
very well and I cannot imagine how he could of all persons say like that. 
Now, Sir, this department is there to meet an emergency — to supply food 
to the people. Of course, if we can cut down the expenditure under the 
Civil Supplies Department, we can thereby meet our deficit. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury asked why we incurred so much loss in the transaction 
of foodstuffs. He has made some allegations and ]ie is not present in the 
House. He said that he could not understand why this department could 
not be run on a commercial basis. I do not know what to say if a 
responsible member like him says this. 1 admit that if we run this 
department on a commercial basis there would be no loss. But, Sir, 
Government is not mercenary. The duty of the Government is to see that 
foodgrains aie available at a cost which is within the means of the poor. 
Mr. Morgan also wanted to know why this loss on account of subsidized 
foodgrains. I may explain this fully. Government procure rice at 
Rs. 11-4 per maund and this rice is available to the consumers in Calcutta 
and elsewhere in the rationed areas at Rs. IG a maund. It seems to the 
uninitiated from this that there is sufficient margin and therefore there 
should be no reason for the loss. Now, this is the naked price at which 
Government buy from the rural people. The following are the charges 


that the Government has to incur: — 

Rs. a. p. 

Grain ... ... ... 1148 

Gunny ... ... ... 0 G 0 

Purchasing agent’s commission ... 0 8 0 

Handling commission ... ... 0 8 0 

Transit including freight ... ... 0 12 0 

Storing charge ... ... ... 0 8 0 

Storage loss at 5 per cent. ... ... 0 10 8 

Total ... 18 15 4 


This is the average cost to Government. At this rate Government sell to 
the wholesalers. Government do not sell direct to the consumers. There 
are private grain shops in Calcutta — (Mr. Biren Roy: Will the Hnn’ble 
Minister please state how in normal time when rice used to he sold at 
Rs. 4 or Bs. 5 pej- maund in the interior villages, the grocer could sell the 
same at a profit of only 8 annas per maund and still thrive on it*:') I do 
not know what they were doing unless 1 have full facts on this from 
Mr. Biren Roy. (Mr. Biren*Roy: This fact is known to everbody — not 
to Biren Roy alone; every businessman knows it.) I do not know if 
Mr. Biren Roy had any interest in rice dealings but 1 must plead my 
ignorance. I had no experience in dealing in rice, hut 1 have produced 
rice. I cannot say that 1 know nothing about rice; 1 am a grower and not 
a dealer in rice and I do not know about its transactions. So I say that 
this is the average cost to Government and Government sells it to whole- 
salers at less than the cost which Govemment have to incur and there- 
fore you have raised the question of subsidy and in this cost to Government 
we do not take into account the establishment charges. Now if Govern- 
ment wanted to make the de])artment a selt-supj)orting one, Government 
would not only have to sell it at over the cost at which it is procured but 
Government will also have to debit to the cost of procurement the estab- 
lishment charge of the whole department and directorates and if this were 
done rice will have to be sold at a much higher rate. Probably you know 
that rice is being sold at the level of Rs. 20 in several districts even now. 
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And now wkat happens? People are getting rice in rationed areas and in 
modified rationed areas at a price less than the cost price to the Govern- 
ment and less than that prevalent in the mofusil. (Mr. Biren Roy : 
That is true.) So the question of subsidy is always there and that is why 
Government incurs loss on foodgrain transactions. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
commented that Primary Education is proposed to be introduced in only 
six districts of the Province and^not in all the districts. That is true. 
The cost of introducing free and compulsory primary education in the 
entire province is colossal and Government have not sufiicient funds to 
introduce it all at once^ throughout the whole Province. So it is to be 
introduced in some selected districts and gradiiaally the process of 
introduction will continue in other districts. So this cannot be introduced 
all at once everywhere. Mr. Nur Ahmed will realize the stupendous nature 
of this task and he cannot expect Government to introduce free and com- 
pulsory primary education in all the districts of the province in one year. 
(Mr. Buoy Sinoii Nahar: What about the Education cess that you are 
realising?; That money is being realised by the District School Boards 
and that money is not sufficient. If the honourable member is aware of 
the working and administration of District School Boards he will realise 
that this education cess 2 ‘ealised by the District School Boards is not at 
all sufficient to meet even now the cost of primary education, apart from 
the question of it being free and compulsory. If Government are to make 
primaiy education compulsory tlu'u sufficient institutions must he provided 
so that all the children of school-going age could bt‘ accommodated in 
these primary schools. It means setting up of a very great number of 
primary schools all over the district, wdiere it is introduced. But even 
now the School Boards are not able to meet their establishment exi)ense8, 
even for tin* lesser number of })rimary schools, from out of the funds wdiich 
they g'l't from the education ccss and Goveinment have to considerably 
augment the resources of the District School Boards and J am sure that 
Mr. Nahar — probably he do(‘s not know anything about the working of 
the School Boards — it he tries to find out the position he will be satisfied 
that Government have been making large subventions to the District 
School Boards to carry on the administration of ])rimai.\ education in the 
distiiet. But as soon as the ([iiestion of compulsory primary (ulucation 
comes in a larg(‘ number of schools will have to be established throughout 
the whole district so that an adequate number of institutions wall be ready 
to aeeommodiite the increased number of ])U])ils. (Mr. Biren Roy: 
What are the districts selected?) 1 am afraid I cannot say it corn*ctly 
and 1 do not think that the di.^tricts have been him 11 \ selected but as fai' 
as 1 know' the principle is that there should be one district selected from 
each Division of this Province. Perhaps the criterion wdll be the district 
in wdiich the education cess w^as introduced the earliest. 1 think that 
that is the princijile ; one district in each Division and that district whme 
the cess was introduced the earliest. That is, the district where the School 
Board was set up the earliest wdll be taken into the scheme. 1 am sure 
the House will realise the reasonableness of the polic,> , namtdy, first come, 
first served. 

Then, again, Mr. Nur Ahmed raised the question of prohibition. It 
is a ticklish question and a question Avhich bristles with gieat difficulties. 

1 am sure the House realises that there is a great feeling in favour 
of the introduction of prohibition even though the evil of drink is not so 
very great in this Province as in many other Provinces. Here so far as 
the actual Bengalees are concerned, they are not suffering from the drink 
huhit so much ; the evil is not so great so far as they are concerned. It 
is the foreign element in the pojiiilation wdio take recourse to drinking 
and therefore though w'e agree that prohibition should be introduced wm 
should consider the Question of the ^vil which is prevalent in the indus- 
trial areas and introduce prohibition gradually and not all at once, and 
even we should very carefully watch its effect aud repercussions. 
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Members of Ibis House know that prohibition was introduced in America 
a long time ago and after introduction other evils unfortunately cropped 
up, namely, bootlegging, traffic in illicit liquor and there was also 
gangsterism, and other evils, so much so that they became such a nuisance 
that the Government of the United States had to resile from the position 
they had taken up and made the country wet again and America was no 
longer dry. Pussyfoot Johnson had agitated and spread such revolu- 
4ionery ideas but they did not work wlien put into practice. Similarly, 
Afganistan became dry and paid the penalty. King Amanullah had gone 
abroad and came back to his country with a chockfull of ideas and he 
wanted to change the face of the country in one day by prohibiting drink 
and he had to pay the extreme penalty and lost his throne. There- 
fore what I say is this: no radical change should be effected unless the 
effects are carefully examined ; the change must be gradual because as soon 
as prohibition is introduced many kinds of evil will come in all at once. 
People similarly say that racing should be abolished. As I said sometime 
ago in connection with the introduction of a proposal for increasing the 
tax on betting and amusements, the gambling instinct is inherent in 
human beings and if it is tried to be thwarled it will come out in a 
different form or shape. 1 do not want to bore the House with the doctrine 
of Freud but people who know human psychology will realise that if there 
is any kind of repression its reactions and repercussions exhibit themselves 
in an ugly fashion in human beings. So the effects of proliibition may 
be worse than the actual habit itself. Therefore this question of after- 
effects must be tackled very carefully and ])rohibition can only be intro- 
duced very gradually. AVe do not want to hav(‘ a radical change. I agree 
that we should make an experiment with it and we have therefore done so. 
AVe have made an ex])eriment in Bakarganj district — it was tried this year, 
as honourable members may know. Noakhali was also tried last year; it 
was tried once before but during the war prohibition was susjiended but 
since we assumed office last \ear we made the district of Noakhali and 
certain areas contiguous to the district — 1 mean the district of Tippera 
or ])erhaps I am not ]>robably v(‘l•^ sure, — went dry. This year we have 
made the district of Bakarganj dry and hav(‘ been watching the lesults, 
and if it succeeds we shall extend jirohibition to other areas of the Province. 

Sir, Mr. Niir Ahmed also mised the question of conversion of the 
medical schools in the province to colleges. I agree with him that we should 
improve the standard of the medical education. But T want to draw the 
attention of Mr. Nur Ahmed to one important ]H)iut and that is that there 
are two different schools of thought with regard to this — one school of 
thought thinks that the standard of the medical education should be 
raised and I may say that Dr. Iv. S. Roy said some time ago in this House 
that we are having two kinds of doctors one for the rural areas and the 
other for urban areas. He enquired whether it was contemplated that for 
urban areas there would be better class of doctors and for rural areas there 
would be cheaper doctors — is the life of villagers cheaper than the life of 
men of the town ? That question was raised by Dr. Roy last yeai' and I 
dealt with it. I replied that that was not so. (Vrtainly Government 
consider the life of every individual as sacred and the same. There is no 
difference. I have also said many times on the floor of this House and 
other House that this Government have a definitely rural bias. This 
Government feel that the same amenities should be provided both for 
rural and urban areas and towns. But sufficient justice has not been done 
to the rural areas and it is high time that Government should now direct 
its attention from urban to rural areas. Now, Sir, as to the question of 
upgrading the standard of medical education, as I have said, there are 
two schools of thought — one is that the standard of medical education 
should be raised and there should not be licentiates as at present who are 
not fully qualified, only half qualified, and therefore they are dangerous to 
society and human beings because little knowledge is dangerous, they have 
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not sufficient training and experience and they cannot deal with diseases. 
The second school of thought is that it is desirable to have better qualified 
doctors. But this country is poor and the people living in the village are 
lialf-fed and half-clothed and open to death from starvation and from other 
diseases. So at the same time whatever rudimentary medical relief is 
possible should be given to them. Then most of the people in the mofussil 
cannot ail'c)rd a longer education for being qualified as doctors. They 
cannot afford it. So there should b^ some medical schools in the mofussil , 
which should be within the reach of the poor and the education should be 
cheap so that we may have a greater outturn of doctors. Now, Sir. thus 
the issues will be two, namely, whether quality should have the paramount 
consideration or the quantity should have the paramount consideralion, 
because the members will realise that if you want to raise the qualit> the 
(juantity will naturally go down. This was re])eated in the Bliore 

(^mmittee’s recommendations, namely, that tlie country need a very large 
number of doctors to cope with the health problem of the rural armi and 
our outiurn will be slowed down and retarded if we go for higher education 
suddenly, to get the optimum number of doctors. Therefore Government feel 
that they should choose a via maKa course between the two. So 
(iovernmeiit are going forward with their schemes of medical schools and 
colleges gradually and propose to keep some medical schools for some time. 
Taist year the Medical School of Dacca was converted into a college and 

we are going to have this year two extra medical colleges in Bengal. 

Then we will have the Campbell Medical vSchool converted into a college. 
It was due to be done this year but we are not doing so. It will be 

converted into a college next year or the year after. 

The (piestion of the Chittagong Medical School and otlier medical 
schools will come in due course and T assure tin* TTouse that (iovernment 
is contemphiting to conveit these schools into colleges. We feel that there 
should be sufficient nunibei* of doctors and licentiates in the iwovince with 
]) roper qualifications. 

Mr. N\ir Ahmed complained that most of the schemes were ])repared 
during the 9d-regime and wanted to know whether tliose schemes liave 
been scrutinised or not. 1 can give this assurance that all thes(‘ schemes 
ha\e been very carefully scrutinised by the ])resent Ministry and schemes 
which liad to be modified have been modified and schemes which had to be 
altered have been altered and some schemes have been rejected a^ they 
W(U’e considered to be useless. Therefore he may remain content that this 
Ministry has not adopted schemes without scrutiny and examination. 

Hai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy said that the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
had appeared in the role of a beggar. I do not want to dis])ute that 
statement. The Finance Minister has always to be a beggai’ as he has to 
depend for the revenues on the people of this Province. So far as this 
question is concerned, I fully agree. But when he says that 1 beg from 
the India Government, I join issue with him, I differ. 1 am not in the 
role of a beggar before the Government of India. Because we feel — 
(Mr. Amulyadhone Roy: We have a right.) Yes, we have a right 
to get it from the Government of India. They take large amount of taxes 
from this Province. Great injustice has been done to this Province in the 
allocation of finances by Sir Otto Niemeyer. AV^e want a 7‘eadjustment of 
those revenues. Sir, Bengal pays (iTI crores to the Centre as import duties 
from the Chittagong and Calcutta Ports, ‘.3^ crores for jute duty of which 
only 1 crore it gets from the Centre. Last year it got 1 crore and this 
year the duty has been enhanced and therefore the f'entre will get more 

from Bengal. I shall give you the figures AYell, I cannot find them 

just now. However, I sptak from memory. I think Centre realised 17 
crores as income-tax last year from Bengal. Now, if Mr. Biren Roy 
totals these figures he will find that they will amount to 100 crores. I 
have left out revenues from the railways and post and telegraphs, stamps. 
So, as I was saying we are not actually beggars before the Government of 
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India. We are demanding our legitimate rights. I think the Rai Baha 
dur will correct himself. If he again says that we are beggars before th( 
GoYernment of India, I lodge my vehement protest against that remark 

As regards Mr. Moharak Ali’s complaint that this budget has dont 
little to alleviate the distress of the cultivators I may say that we have s 
rural bias and if he would examine the budget estimates and scrutinise 
them he would find that much has been done to improve the condition oi 
" the people of this Province. We have several large irrigation projects, 
viz., Damodar project, the Mor project, Teesta Valley scheme, other irri- 
gation schemes and other schemes for re-excavation of derelict tanks, 
khals, etc. We have also got schemes for improving the seeds of the 
agriculturists, namely, the seed multiplication farms and various other 
schemes enumerated in the budget estimates. All these have heem drawn 
up and are calculated to do gooel to the ])eople living in the rural areas. 

Sir, now I come to Mr, Kamini Kumar Dutta’s remarks. As I said 

before, his approach to the j)roblem was very realistic and very rational 

and I hope that the spirit in which he oft'tued his criticism was very 
laudable. I very much ai)preciate it and I am grateful to him for the very 
many noble sentiments that he expressed. I think if there were more 
leaders like him and if the view that he has taken is shared by other 

leaders of his party Ben gal’s trouble will be over. 1 say this in all 

sincerity that Bengal’s trouble will be over it the views and sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta are sliarcal l)y other leadens of his 
party. lie said that the Hindus and tlie Muslims, if tliey work in unison 
and co-operate with each other, we can do the greatest jxessihle good to the 
Preevince. That is true. I liave already stated ])ri‘vinnsly what 1 felt 
about tJie position, namely, that Bengal cannot progiess unless thc're is 
mutual ti’iist and goodwill between the two majoi- communities. 
(Mr. Biren Roy: Did any member on this side say that the Hindus and 
the Muslims should fight with each other r' Why do you liarj) on the same 
point so miichy) There have been members wbo have been saving many 
kinds of things which are not calculated to the ])romotion of communal 
harmony and goodwill. As 1 was saxing befoie the interru])tion, that 
was the spirit, Sir, in which the debate was conducted on the fioor of this 
House and 1 said also that 1 could not say the same thing of the debate 

whicb was conducted elsewhere. There wer(‘ seveiail blows ainuMl at me 

below the belt and if Mr. Biren Roy goes through the proceedings of that 
House h(‘ Avill riailize why 1 am adverting to this thiMiie ovei‘ and over 
again; it is because, as f have said at the out.set, 1 appreciate the spirit 
in which the members of this House ])articipated in the budget discussions. 
Ml’. Kamini Kumar Dutta said that this demand tor the |)artilion of Bengal 
is a demand born out of desperation and he says that Bengal should be 
united. T want in this eoniu'ction also to refer to tlie 7‘emark of Mi'. Biien 
Roy as h(' said that fleiigal should be united to the Centre, which is true. 
Now, in Mr. Kamini Kumar Dulta’s a])])roach to tlu' jiroblem he was 
thinking of Bengal. Ct'rtainly we all want to think of Bengal first and 
foremost but Mr. Biren Roy was talking with his tongue in his cheek, 1 
should say, because he sometimes talks as if his inclination is towards 

Bengal and then he talks in a manner as if he is owing allegiance to the 

Centre. But 1 want to make this clear that we want to be free, we do 
not want any domination, as far as we are concerned, either foreign domi- 
nation or central domination. I think the Hindus and Muslims of this 
Province and the other minority communities will agree that we do not 
want to be dominated, we want to be absolutely free, we want to be free 
in this Province, we want to shake off the shackles of foreign bondage; 
we want to shake off' comjiletely and we do not want to be shackled either by 

the Centre or by any other foreign power. Therefore in that sense 

(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Then forget your two-nation theory and shed 
your communal outlook.) Many-nation theory. What is America.^ 
There are many nations living in America. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the members have raised certain issues 
ill their speeches and you have raised some in >ours and the Iloii’hle the 
Finance Minister has every riglit to reply to them ami you should listen 
to him with patience. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: What is America? Sir, 1 was 
asked a question as to how this two-nation theory would act in a united 
Ben^'al. My answer to that is bow it acts in America which is inhabited 
by Englishmen, Italians, Germans and other peo])le of other nationalities? 
How are they governed there — all these i>eojde ol diil'erent nationalities? 
(Mr. IkithN l(o\ : lUit there is no separate electorate there.) Oi course 
I do not want to go into (juestions ot constitution. The,\ have certainly 
now evolved a constitution which is satisfactory to all and by which or 
under which the,\ can call themselves Americans, and forget other consi- 
derations. ddierelore 1 see no reason wh> , with the s])int which motivated 
Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutt, we should not also have a united Ifengal with a 
constitution satisfactory to all concerned, so that Mussalniaiis and Hindus 
will not feel that they are dominated by the othiu- and therefore their eultuial 
rights will be kept intact and all the coiiiniunities will be abb' to ])articipaU‘ 
in th(‘ governance of tlu* ])rovince for the common good ol all. 1 do not 
see why that is not jiossible in indejiendent Btuigal. (Hi. Biukn Roy: In 
Aimuica Jews can vote tor Uhristians, will the conditntns be sanii* here?) 
I want to quote Mi'. Dutta wdien he says that — Sir, 1 cannot but make Oiie 
further (juotatioii from Mr. Dutta’s speech. H(‘ said, “the two connnuniti 's 
in Ibmgal ari^ int«‘imix(‘d and you cannot improve the lot oi one community 
without doing some good to the other”. He says a very salutai\\ thing. 
Sir, in this connection I am reminded of another (piotation and it is this: 
“Hap])iness is a perfume which you cannot pour on others without getting 
a few dro])s \ ourself’. Therefore, wdien Mr. Dutta e.\])ressed those senti- 
ments how very correct and right he was: you cannot do any good to any 
community without getting anything yourself. 

Sir, the loss on boats amounting to several crores and the loss on 
subsidized food, I have already dealt wdtli it. Again, Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Uhowulhury, 1 w'onder if he is here in this House, I do not know" wLat 
was his actual feeling wdien he said that except for the (Jiief Minister all 
the other Ministers were really no better than head assistants in the 
Bengal Secretariat. He is not here, and so I do not w'ant to reply to him. 
Sir, when I was a boy of o or i\ years of age, 1 used to read a lot of fairy 
tale.s, stories, interesting stories, and Aesops Fables was one of them. 
There w"as a story there W"hich ended with the remark that ‘‘the grapes 
are sour”. 

His next question w"as the loss on food, and I have answered that 
question. He also w"auted to know' about the Kanchrapara Development 
scheme. He wanted to know’ what w'ill be the set up and what w’e propose 
to do in the matter. Sir, Kanchrapara is being administered by the 
Local Self-Government Dejiartment; it is a vast piece of land that w'as 
occupied by the military; the Government of Bengal projiose to take it up; 
a part of the land w'ill be allocated to the Central Government for the 
construction of a locomotive workshoji and anolhei' paid loi an Institute of 
Higher Technology which will be established by the ( entral Government. 
After that the remaining portion ot the aiea w'ill be utilised for Goverii- 
nienfs making allotment to certain industrii*^ so that the country’s 
industrialisation may jirogres^ and also to make ai rangeimmts fnr bousing 
in order to relieve the congestitm in ( alcutta. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Fourteen hundie.l oi 14,n(Hl? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know what the e.xa'-i 
area is but it is a vast area In a ])ait of thi^ area W'c have C'^tablislied 
our T. B. Hospital. 
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I now come to the points raised by Mr. Lalit C'handra Das. He said 
tliat Il»(' limit of taxation has l)een reached. Of course, Sir, this question 
has to ])e examined from all points of view. So far as incidence of taxa- 
tion to the provincial exchequer is concerned the limit of taxation has not 
been reached, because a lot of money paid by the agriculturists is going 
to the cotfeis of tlie Gov(*rnment of India. But it we take the whole 
taxation of the Brovinee, tlien no taxation is Jiigher than any other Ib'O- 
vinee. At ])resent the incidence of taxation in Btmgal is not much higher 
than the other ib'ovinces in India because liere we have a tenancy system 
wliicli is quite diffeient froni the tenancy s>slem of other Ibovinces. But 
it tlie (‘ntir(‘ amount paid by the agriculturists is taken into accf)unt or 
aft(‘r the abolition of the zemindary system when tlie Janrl is nationalised 
then it wdll b(‘ higher tlian any otlier Province. We ho})e that after the 
abolition of the zemindary systejn when tbe money is lealistal b_v tlie Gov- 
eriniK'ni direct then not only the Govmnment will be benefit ted financially 
but then it will be iiossible for Mr. Jialit ('handra Das to say that the 
incidence of taxation is higlnu’ than an.\ (dher Proviiici* ; but at juivsent it 
is not. Mr. Lalit (diandra Das has also referred to the Debt Settlement 
Act and said that the Debt Settlement Act and the Debt Settlement Board 
has laiiiKMl many Hindu middle-class families and that with the introduc- 
tion of Bargah Act whatever remains will go. AVhat T w'ant to say 
Avith r(‘gard to this ])oint is that this Debt. Settlement Act has come into 
o]U]at]on hecause the jioor people have been exploited by the middle-class 
people. So it Avas the duty of Gov(*rnment to bring this Jii^gislation so as to 
stoj) fhis ex])loitation of the rich against the poor ])eo])ie. It was with that 
end in vit*AV that this Act was brought into force and it has done sufficient 
good to the poor peojde of the Province. Then* is no gainsaying the fact 
that it is tin* duty of Government to prevent ex])loitation of the‘Tiave nots". 
It is the duly of Government to ])rotect the ])eo])le fiom ojijiression, 
harassment and exploitation. 

J now come to the points raised by Mr. Ghyasuddin Pathan. He said 
that injustice has been done to the agriculturists in Bengal and that most 
of the Government sidiemes are for the benefit of Western Bengal people. 
Of course it is correct that wi* have got a very big sidieme for the develop- 
nuMit of the Western Bengal, namely, the Damodar Talley Irrigation Pro- 
ject. But it is a self-financing scheme. We have also a similar scheme for 
the Noilh Bengal, that is the Tista Valley Scheme. II that is materialised 
the ])i*(q)le of North Bengal Avill have no grievance. Mr. Pathan also 
remarked that the Finance Minister has not been inspired by any sense of 
local jiatriotism and that he has not .shown sufficient interest for North 
Bengal. That reminds me of a A^ery nice story. One gentleman was 
addressing a meeting — a political meeting in England — and they wanted 
some sort of home-rule. Some body Avanted home-rule for Ireland and 
others lor Isle of Wight and one gentleman Avanted home-rule for Hell. 
The man at once jum])ed up and said that is right. Let every man have 
home-iule for his oAvn country. (Jiaughter. ) Noav, Sir, nobody can for- 
o-el his oAvn country. 1 come from Bogra. 1 have close affinity with that 
district and shall ahvays think of giving the greatest benefit to niy own 
district. It Avill be my natural inclination. At the same time it is my 
duty, being in the Government, to look to the Avhole ProA'ince. 1 have 
been'imt on trust by the repre.sentatives of the people. Therefore I should 
not have any bias for any particular district even it be my oAvn district. 

Noav about the Dacca Medical (Tillege. This AA^as started long ago. 
The Lake Medical (Vdlege Avill come into existence this year. The 
('am])bi‘ll Medical School Avill be made a college next v^ear or the year after 
the next. Therefore it may be said that there will be two neAv Medical 
colleo'es in Calcutta and near about Calcutta. A suggestion has been made 
that^the auxiliary hospitals should be made permanent. I entirely agree 
with it. They have done the greatest good to the people living in the 
rural areas. Hospitalisation of the rural areas has been one of our 
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schemes. Through these hospitals we have been able to provide more than 
20,tK)0 beds all over the Province. Now, we want to redistribute these 
beds on the basis of population. The>e hospitals were started at a time 
when there was food scarcity in the Province and they were started in 
the districts where the famine condition ])revailed .vith tlve result that 
main districts were ignored. Wi* want to redistnbiiie these beds fairly, 
justly and equitably. Therefore \y,e are to cut down the number of hos- 
pitals in the distiicts whicdi have got moie than their legilimaie sliare. 
(lovt'inmenl will now cintail tin* nnmhei- of hos]»itals in ])artiriilar areas. 
The,\ will immediately take the Daei-a ami the Eand]nn‘ disliicts. 
Because there Ihe hos])itals are iai in (‘xces^ of the numbc'r to which they 
are entitled. By curtailment the ( lovto nimmt will ])n)vide ilu‘s(' hos]u1als 
in areas where tliere is noiu' or Avhere there are in smallei* numher than Hu'ir 
h‘gitimate >ha] e. Tlu‘se 2(hn(l(l he<ls c«).st ( iovco nimuii 170 lakhs of riqiees. 

AVe do not know what the financial ])(»sition will he afier o years. So 
I cannot as.'-ure the House ihat these hospitals wull be jiermanent hiO «‘very 
effort wull be made to keep them jiermanently during the five-_\ear pmiod. 
But tor the ])i(‘sent the scheme has tin* sanction for five >(‘ars but 1 do 
not see any reason wly\ these hos])itals should not be made permanent 
be^ond o years. Sii, the time is short and I think I have only 10 minutes 
more within which to finish mv rejdy. 1 will now^ tak(‘ u]) the ])oints 
raised by Air. Alorgan. Alany of the jioints raised by him have alnnidy 
been dealt Avith. One is the (piestion of subsidising Ihe foodgrains tran- 
sactions. 1 have already dealt with it. lie has then referred to the 
Aluslim League and said that the\ should enter the Constituent Assembly. 
That is ,[ mattei of high ]>oHcy and it is not for me to make any comments. 
He has said alanit the hrss on Boat ( onstruction Programme. I have 
ali'eady said something about it. Of course it is Yer\ unfortunate that this 
loss has been incurred but we want to cut dowm our loss. If I may take 
th(‘ House into confidence they will be amazed to hear a proposal W’hich I 
liad to lace before the Budget Estimates were jiresimted to the House. 
As Finance Alinister all proposals from the different depaitment come up 
to me. I received a jirojiosal from the Civil Supjdies Department and the 
])ro})osal w'as that we should sjiend 79 lakhs of riqiees on boat disposal and 
float maintenance with the idea of recovering bO lakhs. Just imagine the 
])osition. Jimt imagine the position of the financial implication of the pro- 
sal, that we should sjiend 79 lakhs of rupees to recover 50 lakhs. AVhen thin 
])ioposal came u]) to the Finance Dejiartment we scrutinised it; we w’ere 
amazed, we weie astounded beyond words to just imagine that a Govern- 
ment dei)artment sugg<‘sts a proposal to spend 79 lakhs of rujiees for the 
purpose of dis])osing of floats to recover JO lakhs, an outright loss of 29 
lakhs. AA^e had a conference and in that conference I conveyed my deci- 
sion that I sfiall not spend a single ]iice fie.Nond the 91 st Alarch 1947 over 
the maintenance of boats or for their dis])osal. The\ should either be sold 
for the best jiossifile ])rices offered, or sold as fuel or sunk in the river or 
given awaiy gratis to the deserving poor, and nothing wu'll be spent on tlnun 
beyond the 91st Alarch. This uiqileasant chapter must b(‘ closial once and 
tor all on the 91st Alarch. That was the outline that I gave. But I waint 
to tell you this thing that in the Budget Estimates (1 am surpiised that 
memliers have not commented on it) is sliown some amount of expendi- 
ture for the maintenance of these floats which, however, will not be 
incurred, 1 ma> sa\ . This item went into the liudget before the different 
items were pioperly scrutinised and we did not ffnd like (Uitting it out and 
so let it remain as there was surplus. But I want to assure the House 
that the amount provided for maintenance, dlspo'^al and transport of these 
floats will not be spent. Air. Nur Ahmed raised the qiieslion of advances 
to the agriculturists. He wanted to know' what arrangements w^e have 
got for the recovery of tliose advances and wJiat is our policy regarding 
granting of advances, I mean, loans to agriculturists. In this connection 
I want to say that of course the position of advancing loans was very 
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unsatisfactory and loans were made to a^-riculturists by certain Government 
ofbcials in sucli a manner as to make it difficult for Govtnnment to realise 
tli<‘ money. Tl)eref(n(‘ we are cominj^- forward with an amendment of the 
Public Demands Recovery Act which will enable Goveinment to recover 
these advances made to ao-riculturists undei’ ]>rovisions of that Act. That 
will ena])]e us to effect speedy recovery of the advances already made and 
to be made in future. That will j)iit things on a more satisfactory footing* 
and these bad assets if you call it, will be converted into gf)od and more 
dej)endable assets. 

And so fai' as the expenditure is concerned we have already appointed at 
high level an accounts officer in ordei* to ])ut the thing in proper order. (At 
this stag(‘ Mr. Hamid ul Huq Chowdhury put some (|Uestion to the honour- 
able Einance Minist(‘r.) Sir, it does not lie in the mouth of Mr. Hainidul 
IIiui (Jhow(lhui\\ to say an\ thing. He had ma(h‘ some allegations and 
criticisms against tin* (iovernment and was absent all along today and at 
this concluding stage of ni\ sjieech he comes and tries to interrupt me 
and ])uts a question. I cannot repl\ to him at all. 

The term of leteieiice to this accounts officer is that he 
should e.xaniine tin* systi'in of disbursi'inent of relief expenditure, at the 
headquart(‘rs and also at tin* outlying stations and take necessary notion 
with a vi(‘w to ensure proper control and suiiervision to i-(‘ctii_\ irregulari- 
ties and sim])lil\ ])i‘ocedure wherever possible. He should also arrange 
in consultation uith the Accountant-Genei al tor a regular ])eriodical 
audit of the relief exjienditure both at headquarters and at the outlying 
stations, and he should also i*xamine and dispose of all objections. He 
should also have access to relevant records and deal directly with distri- 
buting ofhcers and tlieir disbursements. He should also keep the Finance 
De])artinent ])Osted with the jirogress of settlement and of audit operations. 
This is the term under which this officer has b<*en appointed and we jiro- 
j)Ose to make further apjiointments so that the accounts branch will be 
exi)andt*d and the\ will go through the expenditure incurred ' in the jiast 
and })ut the accounts in pro])er shape and also kee]) a proper check on all 
future disbursements. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Morgan wanted to know what was the position with 
regard to tlu* loan to the agriculturists and cultivators. The jiosition is 
as follows : — 

Balance outstanding on 1st April, 1941 — 2 crores, 17 lakhs and 40 
thousand. 

Advances proposed to be made in 1940-47 — 1 crore, 2o lakhs. 

Total — d crores, 42 lakhs and 40 thousand. 

Out of this deduct anticipated repayment — 1 crore, 10 thousand. 

Therefore estimated balance outstanding on 1st April, 1947 — 2 crores 
42 lakhs, and 90 thousand. 

The actual repayment during the last 3 years is as follows: — 

1943- 44- -04 lakhs, 09 thousand. 

1 944- 4 d — 9d lakhs, 70 thousand. 

1940-40 — 70 lakhs, 38 thousand. 

In view of tlu'se repayments we need not at piesent fear that these 
are altogether bad assets, though a small portion of the loans will have 
to be ultimately written off. 

Now 1 ('onie to the road construction programme of Government to 
whiidi leteuuice has been made b\ Mr. Moi'gan. I ceitainly agree that 
the policy of iinpioving the load coinunicatioiis of the ])rovince should be 
giv(*n a high piioiity , because this will make availabJi* to the ])eople living 
in the rural ari'as facilities tor the puiqiose of despatch of foodgrains and 
other essential goods and when the marketing facilities will in this way 
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be available the condition ot the people living in the outlying rural areas 
will improve -and tlierelore it is the duty ot Government certainly to give 
a high priority to road construction. Government did have a scheme 
giving priority but unlortunately last year the whole programme was up- 
set and everything was disturbed because ol the un'^ettled conilition in 
Calcutta and elsewheie. These disluibances put our time-table out ol 
gear and it is expected tlial Goveinimmt will go ahead with its programme 
so far as the eivil works department is concerned. 

Mr. Bireii Boy ha.> ])oiiited out that tliere are great difheulties in the 
way ot finding the essential building materials, but Government is trying 
its best to proem e essential materials lor the purpose and sutiicient steps 
are being taken. 

Sii, the time is up and it is not possible tor me to answer the various 
othei points raised by the honouiahle members. But betore I sii down 
1 would like to say a tew words in reply to Mr. Biieii B(),\ about liu' 
Stadium. About the Stadium Mr. Boy has made some adverse remarks. 
Coming Irom a sportsman it is a gicait sniprise. I do not know what is 
behind Ml. Boy's mind who once upon a time was a great sponsor ot ilit' 
gr(‘^ liouiid racing, Bireii B(),\ : J was not a sponsoi ot tlic gi'ey- 

liouml racing: your tathei was tlime.) It is wrong tor him to say that 
Government has given second priority lo Stadium. That, Sir, is a re])orl 
which IS being circulated and which has apjiearml in one ot the leading 
dail\ papers which is responsibh* ioi il. Well, Sii , I give credit to the 
repoilei of that newspajiei' who look it loi granted that Sladinm vvould 
be gjvmi second priori!;^. He got that idea horn a black-board in my room 
in which 1 keep a descrijition ot the piogiess of work 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: What has Finance Minister 
got (o ilo with Stadium^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am also Minister m charge ol 
laical S(dt-G()\(‘rnmeiit and Bubiic Health. Now, Sir, as I was saying, 
in thal black-hoard, the schemes are shown in various st.ages and then' 
Siadinm is shown as being tlu' mwt- item. Tin* leporier took it toi gianicd 
lhat i( v\iis the second item. Il is conect only so tai as Calcutia is 
concerned. Jkit the first problem is the problem ot housing the people ol 
the biistees. They are living in a terrible condition and tliey are denied 
the aiiH'nities ol Calcutta. So tar as the construction ot Stadium is cim- 
eerned wliat is the harm il Government can construct it without spending 
a single jnee troin its eotier. We have no Stadium in Calcutta. \Ve have 
a eoniractor firm which has an (‘nclosed giound and is taking gale moii(*y 
and thus a large amount ot money goes to swell the pocket ot thi.s private 
firm. What is the harm it this money goes to the cotter of the Govern- 
ment whi('h will be utilised tor the development ot physical culture and 
the develojmieni of sporting activities in Calcutta and elsi*, where. So il 
this great henefit comes without spemling a single pice tioiri the Govern- 
ment colter and Bengal derives benefit from it why should anybody quarrel 
over it. 1 assure the House that the Stadium would lie financed from loan 
and a sinking fund will be created in order to meet the intercist charges 
and a. large part of the proceeds Avill go to the interest charges. A part 
ot it will also be used for helping the people to train good sjiortsmen and 
a part ol the proceeds will be distributed throughout thi* Provine.e for the 
encouragement of sporting activities by which the people living outside 
Calcutta will he greatly benefited. The proceeds will thus be used for 
this and otliei youth welfare movements. So this is a scheme whicli should 
be welcoiiK'd and appreciated by every one. Bui instead of that it is 
being opposed by Mr. Boy of all persons. He calls hiniselt a s])()risman. 
I am surpiis(‘,d and as I havi' said earlier, I do not know i1 he has some- 
thing behind in his mind. Probabij he is labouring under a grievance 
that he was not allowed by the Government to run his greyhound racing. 
46 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: I was never in the Greyhound Racing Committee. 
J was the Chairman of the Municii)ality which opened it. The Finance 
Minister's father was the steward. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Now, Sii, before T sit down, I 
thank you for giving me enougJi time Imt even then 1 have been unable 
to do sufficient justice to all the points raised heje. I also thank the 
honourable members for giving me a patient hearing. As regards Mr. 
Kamini Kumar Diitta's offer of e.o-()j)eration, we * are not only willing to 
grasp the hand of friendshij) which he so kindly extends to us, but we 
are willing to offfu- both our hands and 1 hope they will be grasped in the 
spirit in which they are oft'ered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


AdJoMmment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 [i.m. on Wednesday, the 19th 

March, 1947. 

Members absent. 

The following menihejs were absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Kric Dermol Doyne, 

(2) The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(3) Mr. Mahammad Azizul Haque, 

(4) The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(5; Mr. Mungturam daipuria, 

(b) Ml’. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Mr. ^Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(ID) Di’. Kumud Sankai’ Ray, 

(11) Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(12) Mr. Jj. P. 8. Bourne, and 

(13) Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 



BENGAL* liiGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947~No. 21. 


The CouN('iL mot in tho T^eg'islative Chamber of the I^egislative 
luil^ing, Calcutta, on AVednesday, the 19t]i March 1947, at 1-45 p.m., 
eing the 21st day of the hhrst Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
t the Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hoirhle Sir Buoy PitYSAD Singh Boy, k.cm.e.) was 
II tbe Ciiair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Teesta Valley Barrage Project. 

72. Mr. C. MORGAN: (a) AVith reference to the reply given by the 
[on’blo Alinister in charge of the Department of Irrigation and AA'aterways 
) lu.v question No. 56 regarding the Teesta Valley Barrage Project, is the 
lon'hle Minister aware that a statement was made by Bai Bahadur 
.. N. Khosla, Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Water- 
ays, Irrigation and Navigation, to a correspondent of a Calcutta daily in 
imla on 14th duly, 1946, in which the height and location of the Teesta 
►am was given as 659 feet high and two miles downstream of the Teesta 
ridge 

{h) If tli(‘ reply is in the negative, wdiy was liis attention not drawn to 
lese particulars by the Irrigation Department? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA): (a) 

overnmeiit are not aware of any statement made by Bai A. N. Khosla 
ahadiir, Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Waterways, 
uigation and Navigation at Simla, to a correspondent of a Calcutta daily 
a 14th duly, 1946, but in Bai Bahadur^s note, dated the 11th December, 
145, on the Teesta Dam project he made a suggestion similar to that stated 
\ the honourable member. Since then further investigation has been 
Lk(‘n up ill the locality. The height, location and number of dams will 
^pend upon the results of the investigation. Government have under 
LVestigation the possibility of the construction of a dam at a site roughly 
miles below Anderson Bridge. The present indications are not unfavour- 
)le for the selection of the site for the construction of a dam of approxi- 
ately 500 feet in height but no final conclusion has been reached nor can 
ich conclusion be reached until the results of geological exploration of the 
te become available. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Supplemt *ntary (question, Sir. Has tlie 
cn le Alinister got any information as !(• how long this geological investi- 
afion would take place, now that tlie forests on both sides of the river at 
mt ])articular site have been cut down? lias he any information as to 
>w long it would take to finish the geological investigation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Three months at the 
test. 
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The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Lai^ llll, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission { 
beg to move that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, he 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr, Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chawdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein, 

(5) Mr. Sultaiiuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.E., 

(8) Mr. Ratiram I^oy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Sir, in moving this Bill I would like to explain why the Bill has been 
necessary. The object of the Bill is to set up a special machinery for 
acquiring waste lands so as to utilise them for purposes of — 

(1) increasing the production of foodgrains, (2) afforestation, (3) irriga- 
tion, drainage or road development projects, and (4) setting up of 
model villages. 

I sliould like to inform the House that Government have laid down a 
clear policy regarding the settlement of these lands and the manner in 
which they are to be brought under cultivation. Honourable members may 
be aware that a large number of persons of this Province have recently been 
discharged from military service. Many of them are without any means of 
livelihood. There is also a vast army of indigent cultivators, hargodars 
and landless agricultural labourers whose meagre income is scarcely suffi- 
cient to maintain their families on the barest scale of existence even for a 
part of the year. There being not enough land to go round, by far the 
largest number of agricultural population of this Province subsist on petty 
uneconomic holdings. Government owe an obligation to these different 
categories of people to provide them with means for a reasonable standard 
>of life. It is therefore proposed to settle as many of these people as possible 
on tli(‘ available waste lands of the Province after proper reclamation. In 
certain cases as the circumstances may justify, lands may also have to be 
settled with a number ol persons or a corporate body so as to enable them 
to carry on large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise, by the 
use of mechanical appliances. I should like to make it clear however that 
the underlying principles of these settlements will be to encourage 
co-operation in farming without which, it is admitted on all hands no 
agricultural improvement of the country is possible. 

As regards the paramount need of the province to increase its foodgrains, 
I think, Sir, there can be no two opinions. It is now beyond all contro- 
versy that Bengal does not produce sufficient foodcrops to feed her teeming 
millions. liTever l)efore had this painful fact been brought home more 
poignantly than during the tragic events of the last famine. It is for 
these reasons that the Woodhead Commission emphasised the stern neces- 
sity of increasing the food production of the province by using all the 
resources of science and technology to bring under cultivation all ayailable 
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lands. They recommended that land reclamation schemes in particular 
should he vigorously pushed forward. The 2 ^re 8 ent Hill seeks to imple- 
ment this recommendation of the Commission. 

Afforestation is another object of this measure which is perhaps no less 
important than the question of bring-ing- more area under cultivation. It 
has now been well-established that owing to the progress of denudation of 
forests in West Bengal the process of erosion which impoverished the soil 
by washing away its valuable surface layer has been accelerated with the 
reffult that large tracts of land are becoming bare and almost unproductive. 
It is also the opinion of experts that destruction of forests is rendering 
West Bengal as a whole more and more liable to flood and drought. They 
therefore have emphasised that measures for preventing the evils of 
denudation should bo taken without further delay. Government accord- 
ingly propose to take up afforestation of as much of the waste' lands as may 
be considered necessary by the experts of the Department. Other pur- 
poses, as I have already mentioned, tor which waste lands are proposed to 
be utilised, are only ancillary lo the main purposes of increasing the yields 
of foodgrains of the province and creating belter living conditions for the 
rural people. 

The honourable members may be aware that a macliinery was set up in 
1944-45 for collecting reliable agricultural statistics of this Province so as 
to enable Government to mature schemes of development. The statistics 
so collected and compiled show that there are altogether 40 lakli acres of 
cultivable waste lands in the province of which 5.^ lakh acres are in big 
blocks of 100 acres and these lands have been lying tallow and unculti- 
vated for a variety of reasons such as want of embankment and irrigation 
facilities, infestation with deeji-rooted weeds and jungles, depopulation of 
large tracts due to malaria and last but not the least, ni'gligence of the 
owners or their incapacity to bear the cost of reclamation. It is proposed 
to acquire in the first instance about 4 lakh' acres of tl)(' larger blocks of 
these lands whicb will be developed according to a definite programme. I 
may inform the House that my Deiiartment have worked out two schemes 
for tne purpose— one covers an area of about lakh acres to be completed 
in a period of 5 years. The lands after development will he setlled wdth 
about 10,000 demobilised ex-servicemen who will be required to cultivate 
them^ on co-operative or collective farming system. A capital grant of 
Bs. .50 lakhs is expected from the Central Government fo^ this scheme at 
j>cr capita rate of Hs. 500. The whole of this amount will be spxint for the 
benefit of ex-servicemen. The other scheme covers an area of lakh acres 
to be completed in a period of 7 years. These lands after development will 
he settled mostly with Ihc (‘ullivators ol llic special classes as I hava 
a.r<Tidy uic'iitioned. The inidertaking- of <hes(> Iwo schemi's, v ill be 
pii'ieded by Iwo pilot schemes — one in West Biuigal and anothei in North 
Bengal. 

1 need hardly say tliat the nature and extent of developnu'at works to 
he undertaken in the different blocks will largely depend upon their jiresent 
conditions hut everything wu’ll lie done according to a veil-laid out ])lan 
With ;i view to establishing model hamlets or village sites or (ivmi entirely 
villages if the blocks are big enough so that the settlors may not only 
be I'lovidea wuth the minimum resources to earn a liveliho.id by their owm 
c-\(iti(:n hut also enjoy all the necessary amenities of a village life. 

so far as I have attempted to give a hrii'f outline of the purposes 
bauds are proposed to be acquired and to sf.ite the policy 
0 Government in the matter of settlement of these lands. There remains 
louexer one point regarding the manner of cultivation of these lands on 
Tr ^ should make a clear statement in this House. It has been 

P oveii 111 many advanced countries of the world that small cultivator.s can 
leve their own progress given opportunities, encouragement and initial 
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help by the State through a planned development oL co-operative associa- 
tion and enterprise as a fundamental part of agricultural economy. Co- 
operative associations have not only secured material progress but also 
corresponding educational advance in self-reliance, responsibility and 
citizenship. It has been found to be one of the best instruments in the 
practice of e(Jonomic democracy. 

In this country however advantages of co-operation in fanning have 
not yet been fully demonstrated. It is recognised that there are many 
impediments to ihe adoption of any kind of co-operation as the basis of a 
sound agricultural policy, the foremost of which is the existing outmoded 
system of land tenure. Government have accordingly decided to mend it 
by acquiring the interests of all rent-ieceivers so that Government as a 
sole landlord may btj in a much better position to undertake effective 
measures for agricmltural re«‘onstruction of the country. Meanwhile, it 
is proposed to undertake a few pilot schemes of co-operative or collective 
farming in well-chosen areas, work them successfully and then convince 
the cultivators of the neighbouring villages of the economic benefits of the 
schemes. This will go a great way in overcoming the general dislike of 
the (iultivators to any change in the existing system of individual cultiva- 
tion. And the best field for such experiment and demonstration in 
co-operation will be ihe areas where neu communities are settled for the 
first tim(‘. Accordingly, it is proposed to regulate settlement ol the waste 
lands ill such a manner as will encourage and ensure a co-operative system 
of cultivation — Government ])royiding the necessary capital outlay on 
agricultural machinery or operational needs as also free service of expert 
staff not only for advice and direction but also for actual management of 
the farming business. Experiments will be made under two types of 
co-operative farming societies — one is the Co-()])erativc Tenant Earming 
Society and the other the Co-operative Joint Farming Society. Under the 
former system Government will settle the lands with the society on certain 
terms and conditions and the latter will allot and lease out the lands to 
individual niemhers as tenants stipulating payment of a fixed rent and such 
restriction regarding transfer of land and otlier matter as may he required 
imclcr the terms of the lease. Each memher will cultivate the land of his 
holding and he entitled to the produ('.e thereof being subject to the society 
only so far as culiivation is to he carried out in ac'cordance with a plan 
laid down by it. The society in its turn w’ill supply credit, seed, manure 
and iinpro])ed agricultural equipment which may be beyond the financial 
capacity of the individual member. I may inform the honourable mem- 
bers that one such experiment^ has already* been made in this province in 
the Cox’s Bazar Subdivision in the Chittagong Division and from all 
accounts it appears to have been a great success. The other type with 
which the Government intends to experiment is the Co-operative Joint 
T arming Society. Under this scheme settlement will he made with indivi- 
duals but they will he required to pool their lioldings together and to work 
on the entire farm so constituted under the direction of an elected com- 
mittee of management. Each working member will get w^ages on “work- 
day” unit basis either in kind or casdi as the Committee of Management 
may think fit. The crop will he raised and disposed of collectively and 
whatever w'ould he left after meeting llie charges on account of labour and 
management will be distributed as dividend to the members in proportion 
to their shares in the joint farming. I think. Sir, I need not take any 
more time of the House in supplying further details regarding the types 
of co-operative farming which Government propose to introduce. I need 
only say that these are the projects which are uppermost in the mind of 
Government. If they are attended with success, they will make easy the 
task of inducing the cultivators of other areas to adopt the principle of 
co-operation in farming on a voluntary basis. 

regards the Bill itself, I think the House may be expecting to 
know the reason why it has been considered necessary to provide for a 
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special machinery fot acquisition of these lands instead of having recourse 
to the existing provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. In the Land 
Acquisition Act market value of lands is the only basis for determination 
of compensation and the main criterion for determining market value is 
the sale prii'e of similar lands in the vicinity. There are no specific provi- 
sions in the Act or in the statutory rules regarding valuation of waste 
lands. As sales of such lands® Avliich have very little market value are 
rare, it becomes impossible in most cases to determine the market value of 
these lands under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. The result 
is that t]i(‘ question of determination of ( ompensation is left to the discj^q;- 
tion of the T^and Acquisition Officer without any guidance from the Act or 
the statutory niles. Such a procedure cannot be considered suitable for 
large scale acquisition of wasti' lands as contemidated under the provisions 
of the present Bill. Accordingly, s])ecific princi})les for determining 
com])(‘nsatioii have been laid down for the guidance of the land acquiring 
authorities. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to commend the motion for reference of 
the Bill to a Sf'leid Committee for acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, motion moved that the Bengal 
Acquisition of Waste Tiand Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select Committee 
(‘(uisistiiig of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Fazle Babbi Chowdlniry, 

(2) Klian Bahadur Abdul l^atif ('howdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Bahman, 

(4) Mr. Cliowdliury, Moazzem Hossein, 

(5) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(()) Mr. Amulyadhone Boy, 

(7) Mr. (leorge Morgan, c.t.f.., 

(8) Mr. Batiram Boy, 

(9) Mr. B iren Eoy, 

(10) Mr. Jialit Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their rejmrt by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
the number of nnunbt'rs whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Mr, GEORGE MORGAN: Sir. I rise to sup])ort the motir)n moved by 
Hon’ble Ministt'r for r(‘ference of tin’s Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There are amendments to the motion, 
J^ir; tlnu’e are my own amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Morgan. Tlnu'e are amendments to the motion. 
The first amendment is the one to be moved by Mr. liulit Chandra Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill be cir- 
culated for the purpose of elicu'ting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. 

Sir. there is no great hurry for a Bill of the sort that is now before us. 
The Bill is for actiuisition of wa.ste lands in Bengal. So many years have 
been allowed to pass without their attention being attracted to this and 
without (jovernment doing anything with respect to this. Some time 
more should be allowed to pass with res]'ect to this without any danger of 
any loss on the part of the Government and in the meantime attempts 
should be made to gather public opinion bearing on a law like this. Sir, 
this Bill practically expropriates the landowners to a considerable extent 



and therefore violates the provisions of the Government of India Act, 
particularly section 291). This is not the time for me to point out in what 
way this Bill olfencls against section 299 of the Government of India Act. 
I would do so when the appropriate time comes. To-day, Sir, my object is 
to point out why this Bill should ])e referred for the purpose of gathering 
public opinion thereon. This Bill, Sir, has, within it, Ihe principle of 
nationalisation, I should say. Now the principle of nationalisation 
in demand is a good thing and also the nationalisation of lands. I was 
for long a supportcu- of this principle, of the principle of nationalisation 
of all the key industries in Bengal and I was not even opposed to the 
question of nationalisation of lands in Bengal provided of course it is 
really nationalisation, /.c., nationalisation in the sense that I understand 
it. I would of course say that this Bill violates that principle of 
nationalisation which I mean. The very constitution of the Government 
in Bengal will show that, as a matter of fact, tliis is not nationalisation of 
the land as we may seem to think, in the sense in which we think. It is 
after all a communal Government and not a national Government. If it 
is a national Government, Sir, it can seriously take iiy) the question of 
nationalisation, not only of all the key industries but also of all lands why 
waste lands alone. But if the composition of the Government is such that 
it views with disfavour communities other than which it represents. If it 
really favours the two-nation theory, application of this law will redound 
seriously to the discredit as well as to the injury of non-Miissalmans I 
should say and therefore the principle of nationalisation of land is really 
not truly applicable here althoug^h it aims at that. I will rather be more 
explicit. All that I was going to say is this: if you nationalise the 
/emindari(\s, all permanent interests in land and remove them and there is 
nobody to intervene between the Government and the actual tillers of the 
soil, and then after that if you take away the inieT’esis of ihe tillers of the 
soil and become the sole owners of the land and then redistribute the same 
and arrange for cultivation thereof according as you think tit remaining 
responsible for food and raiment of the peoi)l(‘ cninniitted to your cliarge 
including their education, then it will be nationalisation. It 
will be equally nationalisation in this sense although they are merely waste 
lands throughout, the whole province and as soon as you go to take them 
up, you are really nationalising the waste lands of Bengal. This is a law 
by which you are going to take power and possess tliest' lands and 
therefore^ you actually nationalise those lands. ]liit that would be 
real nationalisation when the Government would be tiuly national, 
and so long as the Government, is not truly national or remains 
communal I say such nationalisation is mercdy Islami/ation and so it will 
I'edound oidy to tlie benefit of one ])articular community, namel\, 
the M uslinis, although a})parently and generally speaking it would look 
lik(* nationalisation. Jt will be however for the l)enefit of a particular 
community and therefore violates all principles of nationalisation. I 
therefore oppose the Bill ;dso on this ground. There is also another 
groujul which I shall ])lace before the House which will go to show that 
it ought to receive the imprimatur of ])ublic opinion. Take for instance 
the reasons that the TIon’ble Minister lias assigned for the purj)ose of 
ac(]uiring the wasle lands of Bengal. It is said, for example, that they 
will settle these lands with ex-servicemen: well and good. We have 
listened with great interest to the otherwise very good speech by the 
HonTde Mr. Fazlur Ilahman hearing on this Bill. He told us in this 
connection that no less than 10,000 ex-servicemen will be settled on these 
waste lands. W(‘ are really apprehensive of this. What does be mean? 
With whom does he want to settle these lands? It is necessary that the 
people^ of Bengal should exjiress an opinion on this point. Quite recently, 
in filling u]) certain posts in the Police Department, the Government 
imported a large number of Punjabi ex-s(ddiers and made them members 
of the armed constabulary in Calcutta ; Sir, these ex-servicemen are 
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Punjabi, non-Muslims. Why should tbcy J?et land in Bengal? Are you 
going to put such ex-serviccmen — Muslims in possession ot these waste 
lands in Bengal? If so, then in what way will the people of Bengal be 
benefited by this action? The ways of this Governnient have been in the 
past so dubious that it has aroused great susj)ieion in our minds. Sir, 
tliere is a Communal Ilatio Rule regarding aj)pointment and when ^iluslims 
are not found in Bengal, suitable to fill a post, then instead of drawing 
upon the non-Muslim community te fill it, they import men from the 
Punjab, from outside the Province, and give them the appointment. That 
is tJieir attitude and it is this Government that is seeking to acciuire all 
ihe waste lands of Bengal and to become the sole arbiter as to whom to 
settle these lands with. So 1 take it, that 10, 000 ex-s(uvicemeii from 
outside the Province will be put in, who may be Punjabis and olhers; there 
is nothing in the Bill to show that the seltlement of lands will be confined 
only to the Bengalees. Therefore T say that if Government rcailly want to 
look to the interest of the people of Bengal, it is fair and ])roper that they 
should circulate this Bill for the opinion of the public. Then, Sir, there 
are other facts which have to be referred to. In sub-clause (c1){i) it is 
mentioned “ the operation ot natural causes or cir- 

cumstances such as disturbances of the juiblic tranquilliiy” . This may 
bring about beggary or jxiverty to ])eople. To them it is intended that 
tliese men should be settled. This is to be found in sub-clause (a) of 

clause 4 — “settlemcnf. of land with any pierson or jiersons on 

causes or circumstances, such as disturhanc(‘s of the jmblic liuTKjuilliiy, 

ov(‘r whicli they liave no control ”. Now, Sir, wliat is the intention 

of Government in jiutting this clause? Will these lands be settled with 
Ihose driven out of Noakhsdi or South Ti])j)era because of the disturbances 
of ihe public iran<|uil lily there or will ihey be settled with the Bihar 
refugees lb0,()00 of whom have been brought Iku'i^ in tlu' Burdwan dis- 
trict juid in some other parts of the West Bengal? What is the intention 
of the (Tovernmeni of Bengal? The expression is cl(‘ar that- the lands will 
be settled witli those persons wlio have been out of eiujiloyment owing to 
any causes such as disturbances of the public traiujuilliiy. Will thi'se 
lands ac(iuired by the Gov(‘rnment be actually settbal, for example, with 
tin* Bihar refugees to the detriinent of the interest of the peo])le of Bengal? 
W(‘ know that several lakhs of ])eople who live as havgadam and there arc 
filso several lakhs of landless labourers both Muslims and Hindus. The 
liC)vernment should liavt' said wheth(*r these ]nen will be given the 
priority. 4die interests of these people liiay come in conflic't with 
tlie Bihar refugc'cs. Can you trust a communal Government of this 
iiatine and give then) ])Oucr with legaid to so much land iti Bengal? 
VA hen I raise the (juestion of nationalisation if is foi’ the ]uii])ose of 
lenefiting the ])eoj)le of Bengal. Nationalisation of the land is very good 
>ut it sliould be done by a national (iovernment. A communal Govern- 
"^icnt cannot do it. So long as we have susjiicion, so long as this Govem- 
nent continue to be a communal Government deptmding on tin* votes of a 
oinmunal electorate, we should always remain suspicious that the real 
puipose ot the Bill is different and that it will be apjilied moslly toi- the 
>en(‘f]t of the people of a ])articular (‘ommunity. To this Bill, Sir, I lay 
uy emphatic protest and therefore on this ground I say that before this 
dill is sent to the Select Committee it should be circulated for eliciting 
mblic opinion so that the people may have their say, whether they like this 
dill or ^diether they like this Bill to be dropped. Then, Sir, there are 
it her things. For example, it is said that there is ])rovision for model 
ullage sites with better agricultural facilities and sanitary arrangement so 
is to bring about an improvement in the standard of living of tlic cultivators. 

oil and good — this is a very good sclumu' no doubt when put in 
^aper. But it depends on how it is applied. What sort of model village 
ntes should be created in these waste lands? Did the Government attempt 
o construct any such village in hhas inahal lands? 
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Sir, the same question arises from whichever side vou examine the 
provision of a model co-operative system of farming. Therefore, I shoulr] 
say that so long as the constitution of the Government is not changed, good 
intentions of the Bill may he diverted and used for bad purposes against 
the interests of a particular community. I will draw the attention of the 
House to another thing. It has been stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons “Large areas of cultivable waste lands in the Province have 
been lying fallow for a variety of reasons, such as want of irrigation, 
drainage and embankment facilities.” I would like to know whoso 
duty was it to see that there was irrigation, proper drainage, proper 
embankment facilities. Cerlaiuly, it was the duty of Government. But 
Government did not (‘Jirry out those duties. Owing to the default of the 
Government there are fallow lands. The Government did not discharge 
their duties ])roj)erly and as a result of that there are many cultivable 
waste lands and now Government want t(» acciuire them. Why do you not 
ask the owners to cultivate these lands to iucreiise production of food in 
Bengal by hel])ing them with money and by giving them various other 
facilities imduding facilities in irrigation, drainage and embankment? 
You will err in your duty and take advantage of your own ladies and now 
seize this occasion for the purpose of acquisitioning the waste lands. Now^ 
Sir, I would draw’ tlio attention of the House to certain clauses cf the Bill 
Everything has been l(*ft to the arbitrary action of the Colletdor, So far 
as the ae(|uisition of land is coneerned, there is already a law^ namely, the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894. Why instead nf taking advantage of the 
provisions of that Act Government should take pow’er for the purpose of 
acquiring all the w’aste lands of Bengali^ The fact that they have not 
done that proves that they have some ulterior motive behind all these. 
If their intention was good they could experiment by ai'ipiiring some 
waste lands under the Land Aeijuisition Act of 1(S94 and after doing some 
good w’ork they could have come forward to this House and say that they 
have done ibis and that they waiiit more lands to turn the lands into a 
beautiful paradise of modern world. Nothing of the sort. They could 
help the eultivatoiis with modern machines and other things. No, they 
W’ant to impose upon the public their sweet will, they advance certain 
arguments only to imp()S(‘ their will on ilie public. 

We cannot believe. Sir, that tbc Government, taking pow’cr under tlu^ 
Act to ac(iuire all the wmste lands of Bengal, w’ill at once go into starting 
a nuinher of model village sites throughout Bengal or a number of 
co-operative societies for bringing under meehanised cultivation all these 
waste lands. The first thing they should do would be for them to take 
advantage of the provisions of the TiUiul Acquisition Act and acquire 
much land as they would reciuire for the purpose of starting model farnn 
a.s well as foi- the co-o])(‘rative system of f aiming and tlum prove hv 
actual facts that tlieii' attiunpts have been successful. Not having done 
that, to come at onet* to a(*(|uire all the w’aste lands of Bengal would go to 
fhovv that there are ulterior motives behind their hack. The objects and 
reasons have been put in only to make the reasons for aciiuiring th^ 
waste lands of Bengal very attractive. That is all, Sir. Not that they 
require all these w’aste lands all at once for this purpose. Then, Sir, you 
will see what tliey intend to do wdili respect to aequii'ing these waste 
lands. They want to finish the wdiole Imsiness w’ith the Collector, and 
the tkilh'ctor, Sir, after making a short enijuiry is only to report to tlie 
Provincial Government and the Provincial Government, Sir, will surely 
be satisfi(‘d wdth the report of the Colleetor and the w’hole thing is finished 
in this way: there is thus the acquisition of w’aste lands and their people 
can go at oiire and enter into them. Now, Sir, that is how they 
arranging this. Now’ look at the already existing provisions in the Land 
Acquisition Act. There are provisions in the Land Acquisition Act fer 
appeal against the arbitrary acts of the Collector and those provisions are 
DOW going to he given the goby and, Sir, all that has been provided in the 
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Bill in the matter of appeal is in section 17 and under this section also 
the Provincial Government has taken all the powers. They will say which 
body will be the appellate court. The section reads — 

“Any person aggrieved by the award of the Collector may, in the 
manner prescribed, prefer an appeal, within six weeks of the 
date of such award, to the prescribed authority, whoso decision 
thereon shall be final,” 

Now, Sir, that authority will be prcwscribed by Ilules under the Act. 
WhyP This is an iniportant point where public opinion should be taken 
whether they are satisfied with a provision like this leaving it to the 
sweet will of the Government to prescribe the api)ellate authority later on, 
as they please, by i)romulgation of their lUiles. In the Land A(‘quisition 
Act we know who is tin* primary authority for the purpose of actjuiring a 
Innd. We also know where to go after tlH‘ Collector finishes an luuiuiry 
and gives an award. Ther(> are clear indications in that Act, Sii‘, as tu 
the method to be adopted. But, Sir, here the whole thing is to he left to 
the Provincial Government and the Provincial Government may do 
whatever it likes. That is a matter. Sir, on which the public should be 
( ctlb'd uj)on to express their opinion. 

Now the most objectionable of all the sections, .Sir, is the provisions 
laid dowm in section 13 “Principles of determining Compensation”. The 
])riiiciples laid dowui, Sir, are, I should say, so outrageous, dustice loudly 
(‘alls for referring the Bill to the judgment of the public. Under sec- 
tion 13, Sir, arrangement has been made by Government to ac(iuire lakhs 
and lakhs of acres of lands in Bengal lying fallow, for a meie song I should 
sa^V- The i)rovision laid down is this: 

“In determining the amount of com])ensation the Collector shall be- 
guid(‘d by the following provisions, namely: — in the case where 
the land was recorded as waiste land under the denomination of 
Puratan or Nutan Patit in the record-of-rights prepared during 
the first Distiict Survey and Settlement Operations and finally 
published under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 

and has remained uncultivated up to the time (d' publi(‘ation of 

the notification under sub-section {!) of section 3, the immediate 
owner of the land shall get (‘om])ensation at the rate of five- 
rupees per acre”. 

1 desire to know whether there is any old man is Bengal who has ever 
heard that an acre of land can be had on Bs. 5 only even tliough they he 
waste. Tn the past waste lands have been tak(‘n over by newly floated 
companies, lands whereon there never grew any crops at any time, and 
we know, as a matter of fact, that, for these w'aste lands also, th(‘ newly 
floated companies had to pay a very ver\ heavy prici*. but to ]mrchas(‘ lands 
at this rate even though they are waste at iui)e(‘s five' pen- acre is siin])ly 
astounding. This, 1 should say, is really exj)ro])riation of tlu? ical owners 
of the lands, the landlords, taking away all these latnls for a mere song. 
This is a clear violation I should say, oi the intents and ])urp(^ses of 
section 299 of the Government of India Act, 1935. And not only that, 
Government not only propose to pundiase land for Bs. 5 per acre; they 
have also made ])rovision that if the land does not fetch any im-onie, for 
acquiring those lands also a principle has beem laid down for fixation of 
compensation and the rate is that the compensation shall he equivalent to 
five times the annual income to be determin(‘d in the uianner prescribed, 
hut if the land fetches an income then ten times th(‘ annual raiyail rent 

lor an equal area of cultivated land in the neighbourhood. Suppose, Sir, 

the rental of a bigha of land is one rupee and eight annas in the 
neighbourhood, which is really under cultivation; now three times that 
would be rupees tour and annas eight, and 5 time« that figure is Bs. 22-8. 
oir, with Bs. 22-8 they are purchasing one acre of land ! This is proposed 
in sub-clause 2(a) of clause 13, and that is absolutely outrag(‘ous, and 
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violates all canons of justice and f airplay. Even when the land has an 
income, the utmost that the Government are willing to give for the 
purpose of compensation, the compensation would be equivalent to ten 
times of the net annual income to he determined in the manner prescribed 
or ten iimes the annual raiyatl rent tor an equal area of cultivated land 
in the neighbourhood which the Collector may select. That is to say, 
when a land even though for the time being lying waste actually gives an 
income, to purchase such land at lis. 45 (Us. 15 per kani) per acre is 
simply astounding. Such are the outrageous provisions of the Bill. 
There is absolutely no urgency for the bill to be rushed through the House. 
These provisions should be laid before the public and their opinion 
obtained. These provisions constitute really expropriation of the owners 
of the land considering the compensation that is proposed to be paid for 
them. Sir, they are really afraid of using the machinery of the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894, and instead of actually following the provisions of 
that Act, they want to acquire the huge quantities of waste lands in 
Bengal at mere song. They have become quite arbitary and have been 
violating section 299 of the Government of India Act. 

■Sir, what is the average price at which rice is being sold per maund 
at present in Bengal. The price is now ranging between lis. 20 to lis. 30. 
Sir, this has been the state of affairs since the war began, and the value of 
land has gone up considerably in the inofussil. It is difficult to get a 
bigha of land for less than lis. GOO to lis. 1,000 in fhe mofussil. 

This is a state of affairs in all parts of the country. The Government 
according to the provisions of this law will be able to acquire land lying 
fallow from owners at a mere song. Whoever ever heard that, waste or 
no waste, an acre of land, which is equal to 3 hams, can be purchased at 
Bs. 5? But here, Sir, a hard and fast rule is laid down — a principle is 
laid down, beyond which the Collector cannot go and will not go. We 
know that under the Land Acquisition A(‘t the Collector awai'ds a very 
low price for land acquired and then that becomes the subject of an appeal 
to the District Judge and we know that when it goes before the District 
Judge they really get iln^ ])iop(*r value of the laud. In opening the case 
of Government Mr. Eazlur Bahman stated that one of the real purpose of 
the Bill is not to tala* advantage of the ])rovisions of the Land Acquisition 
Act, the 1 ‘eason l)t*ing that the market valm* there laid down is so high 
that \i is nut })()ssibl{* to malic* it the basis to d(*1erniine the value of the 
land to h(‘ aeciuired. You became afraid to ])ay the market value provided 
under fhe Land Acquisifion Act hccausci you want lakhs and lakhs of acres 
of land of waste land in Bengal at a m(*re song. Y^ou arc laying down a 
princi])lc which is (nitrag(*ous and devoid of all sense of justice and fair- 
play. Therefore it vshonld he cir(*nlat(*d for eli(*iting public opinion. 

Then, Sir, the leader of the Euroj)ean Grouj) Mr. Morgan and his 
group are giving all sorts of support to this sort of legislation. They 
know where tin* shoe pinches. But we inhabitants of the province of 
Bengal aie icjdly affected and Mr. Morgan having no interest started with 
the word “I support”. Wc, Sir, who are vitally affected, are of the 
opinion that it is a matter w^hich should go for eliciting public opinion 
thereon. There is no hurry, heaven will not fall if there is a delay of one 
or two months for getting ])uhlic opinion. You have majority in the 
Ijegislatuie, you can carry it at any time in any way you like. But what 
is the harm in circulating* it fo see fhat fhe })uhlic have got to say regarding 
this Bill and after hearing what they say you may do what you like. 
This is a Bill which ought to receive consideration of the public. With 
these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal Acquisition of 
Waste Ijand Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th June 1947. 
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itr. Morgan do you want to speak at tEis stage? 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I want to speak on the main motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you shoukl wait till the third reading or when 

ainendnients are disposed of. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: All right, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I support the anu'ndinent moved 
,v Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. A Bill of like nature was puhlished in the 
'alrutta Gazette on 30th January, 1947. The present Bill published on 
he 11th March is certainly an improvement over the old one. In the 
ednition of waste land the meaning of crop has not been made clear 
ill ether thatch bamboo or shrubs for fuel or grass for fodder should be 
iieluded in the definition of crop. 

The “period” of keeping fallow has been kept vague. This should be 
'ut and dried. As for instance a sentence like that the land has been 
tallow say from the year 1938 or 1940, would have been more wel- 
■oine and intelligible. There is no special mention of lands in urban 
neas. Do you come under the purview of this Bill? The word “any 
iiud” covers' a wide field. A minimum ])iece of land say 100 acres should 
liive been defined as “any land”. It is still unknown wdiat would be 
he position of embankments or protective works whiidi are non-crop 
learing but are required for cultivation work in places wdiere inundations 
ire (omnion. The fate of mela or grazing grounds hangs in the balance, 
riie Bill as such seems to have been hurriedly drafted and requires consi- 
Jerabl(‘ clianges. 

A complicated l(‘gal question may crop up in matters of m-quisition of 
permanently settled land by passing tliis Bill into law% wdiether this will 
nijiersede ih(‘ contract of the (lovernment wdth the zemindars of Bengal. 

Tli(‘ tenants of hhas mahal lands of whiidi the (lovernment ar(‘ th(‘ direct 
proprietors have not yet been favouriMl wdth any aid coutem])lated in this 
Hill although thi' (Tovernment as zemindars w'ere ])leased to enjoy ^the 
leiils oi iibout one cior<‘ of ruju'cs ])(‘i year for about a century. 3 he 
(loveinment of Bengal received revenue from the permanently-settled 
iiK'iis of Bengal to the tune of nearly twai crores and a half per year for 
more llian a century and a half. Can the (lovernnumt of Bengal cite 
instances wlnu’e tiiey have undertaken free of (diarge tor th(‘ benefit of 
tin' much maligned zemindars or much talkml of cultivators any scheme 
of (l(ni'lopment of culturable Tvaste land in Bengal in consideration of 
the huge sum the (government enjoyed for so many yiuirs. The tenants 
hy their efforts improved the lands and the zemindar Government kindly 
hail the lands sur\eyed after a fixed ]ieri()d and increasi'd the lent. So 
the ])(‘0]ile have become very susjiicious about the movements of the Gov- 
cniment. The first duty then is to do some acts to bring back the confi- 
dence. It is therefore proper for the Government to translate into action 
soiiii' of the salutary measun‘s contemplated in tins Bill at fii'st in the 
I'has tnnhal areas. At least let the Government set up one ideal village 
^liere the people can enjoy the amenities of the towm and one model agri- 
<'ultural farm with modern mechanised method of cultivation and develop 
mie piei'e of land by irrigation or drainage. Idiis exiieriment is not at all 
costly. Then a Bill of this nature may not take even a week to pass 
torough the Legislature. 

During the last Great War No. 2 large tracts of forest land belonging 
to tlic Government and also to private persons have been deforested to 
^lu'ct war emergencies. 

There is a “Private Forest Act” to deal with private forests. It is 
h loi- lilt Government to take up afforestation business in the clear 
filled areas of the Government foretts of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and 
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Chittagong. There is a little bit of afforestation work in all these phie^s 
but the work must be speeded up considerably. Mr. T. M. Coffey, Chief 
Conservator of Forests, said in the llotary Club that only 9 per cent, ui 
the surface land in Bengal is “forest” as against 14 per cent, in the whole 
of India and 29 per cent, in England. If it is so may I ask what the Oov- 
eminent of Bengal did for so many years to increase the area of forosts 
in Bengal? Why this question is raised so late? Is there any oilier 
motive underlying this when the Minister states that waste land should 
converted into forests. Acquisition of culturable wuiste land for afforestaiion 
purpose seems out of place at the present moment. This should be reserved 
for food crops and portions of unculturable wastes may be developed lor 
the puijicse. The iiurpose of afforestation has not been slated in the Bill. 
But I presume that it is for the supply of fuel w'hieh is in great w^ant now- 
a-days and also for the regulation of rainfall. (Quickest growing iue] 
plants take at least fifteen years to be ready for falling. Timber idaim 
require at least half a ceirtury lo be ripe. Forcing up fuel wood bv 
coppicing or pollarding cannot be done at all places and this also takes 
about t( years in very fertile lands. Attorestatit)n tor the increase ul 
rainfall should be done with (*aulion after due flood control machinery h;is 
been set U]). The account of annual rainfall, inundations in the last 2i) 
years district by district may serve as a guide. The Minister in charin' 
has informed us of Co-operative Agriculture in Cox’s Bazar. If I am 
right 1 am very glad to hear that something fostered by the (jiovernnieut' 
has succeeded whicdi is probably a singular instance* and he also speak.s cd 
capitalism in agriculture, (^uite so. This should be encouraged as lar 
as possible to have mechanised cultivation. Why not then start joint- 
stock companies subsidised by the (jiovernment wdiere the* cultivators will 
be wage earners as envisaged by the Minister in charge. Of course lliitt 
looks from the side of other people preposterous but tor the develo})iueiit 
of waste land and for the development of non-cultivated land, capitalism 
is certainly nec’essary at least for the time being. 

Lasily, the Bill being very controversial in nature should be circuhitcd 
for public opinion. A .Select Committee formed after the public o])imi(iii 
is received would be in a more advantageous position to discuss ovei llii- 
Bill and make necessary alterations. This ])ioce(hire has been adopied in 
the past in many ])rovinces to save much loss of time in getting 
through the legislative bodies. 

I therefore commend the motion for the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, T was surprised by lli‘ 
opposition that has been given by Mr. Das and Mr. Sanyal to the niolion 
for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee — a Bill which is of gnat 
benefit to the country. 1 was astoundc'd to find that a Bill which 
intended to benefit the whole of this Brovince and a Bill which is inteiidni 
to inaugurate a revolutionary exiieriment in agric'ulture, that Bill should 
be opposed by the Congress party in this House. On the contrary 1 luul 
thought that Mr. Das wmild be the first person to congratulate the 
ernment for bringing a measure of this nature. (Mr. Ii.\LiT Cifvxi)K^ 
Das: If it was a national Oovernment, certainly, wt should not ha\t' 

opposed.) Sir, it I am to accept that contention of Mr. Das, then it (*aniiot 
take up any beneficdal measures for the country wdiich in their opinion 
should be stopped because the (Tovernmc'iit bringing forward such legis- 
lation is of a communal charact(‘r. If that is his proposition, then no 
legislation which is intended to benefit the country can be brought 
this House for it waiuld then be contended by the same opposition t o‘ 
this (loverument is bringing forw’ard this benefic’ial measure or that 
it has not made any improvement in agriculture, nor has it done anyth nip 
to raise the standard of the masses, but when the Government do bmv 
measures for that particular purpose they wall come and say the intention 
of Government must be very bad, otherwise why should they want to briHr 
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inpasure like that, the Government being communal Government? Sir, 

( annot really follow the logic of this argument of the opposition. 

Xow, Sir, this is with regard to the question of sentiment, but coming 

0 question of merits that Mr. Das has raised in the course of his 
, ^Pt-(‘h 1 hiid that he has not been really able to make out a case for cir- 
nilation of the Bill for public opinion. He has said with regard to the 
iijpstion of settling the waste lands with 10,000 ex-servicemen that they 
vill he all Punjabis or other than Punjabis but not Bengalees. Sir, 1 may 
msure my friend and the House that all these ex-servicemen will be in 
)racti(‘c Bengalees, and not Punjabis or persons belonging to any other 
‘roviiu'e. He has also referred to one clause in the Bill and remarked 
hat these lands will be settled with jiersons displaced by circumstances 
jver which they had no control. This has raised an apprehension in his 
jiind and he says why it should not be provided in the Bill itself to the 
.}tect that these settlements should be confined to Bengalees alone. Sir, 
may I refer my freind to section 298 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 

hich says: — 

“No subject of His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only 
:)f religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of them be ineligible 
lor office under the Crown in India or be prohibited on any such grounds 

from acquiring, trade, business or profession in British India ” 

[Mr. Lalit Chandra Das : Well, we know that very well.) Sir, this 
accounts for the absence of any such provision in the Bill. Then he said 
tluit (lovernment should first experiment with other lands on co-operative 
method of farming — collective method of farming — and should be con- 
nneed that Government is in earnest . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: One question, Sir, my freind was clear 
on oiH' point, namely, about the settlement of land wilh the ex-servicemen 
bi' said that these men will be all Bengalees. Now, Sir, with regard to 
other lands will the Hou’ble Minister give us an assurance that th(‘se lands 
will be settled with no other than Bengale(*s. Will he ])lease make it 
dear that these lands will be settled wutli Bengalees and no othiu* people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I cannot give that assurance, 
Sir, I cannot give that assurance because the population of Bengal do not 
consist of Bengalees only. There are people of other provinces domiciled 
in Bengal and they have equal claim with the Bengalees. But about 
cx-servicemen I can say that they will entirely be Bengalees. 

Mr. lalit CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister give us a 
definition of domiciled — whether 10 years, 8 years or G years stay will 
make domiciled? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Well, that depends upon the 
circumstances. Mr. Das as well as Mr. Sanyal referred to the Bihar 
refugees. Now, with regard to these refugees it is the responsibility of 
the Government of Bengal to look after them, it is an act of humanitarian 
that they have been given shelter and in course of time if for one reason 
♦jr other they become the responsibility of Government, in that c.ase no 
ciscrimination will be made between the Bihar refugees and Bengalees 
^'ho want to settle here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Now we know whv you want this Bill 

1 or 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I made it clear that when they 
become the responsibility of the Government then this matter will be 
considered; but till then the question of Bihar refugees does not arise, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; We have understood you. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With regard to the question ( 
co-operative and collective farming, I do not quite understand what m 
fieinds opposite want. I cannot really follow the argument of Mr. Da 
and Mr. Sauyal that Government have not done this and Government hav 
not done that, or will they do this or will they do that, or Governmen 
should do this or should not do that with the waste lands. Arguments c 
this nature do not help. We are acquiring these lands exclusively h 
use of <-ertain men who will be in a better position to experiment on co-opert 
tive and collective farming. Today we are doing this on the land of pea 
santry or debtor-holders or on the land of the zemindars, and if they do nc 
co-operate then it is not possible for Government to make the experimeni 
Government is at present doing this on a limited scale and as I have alreud 
said, we have experimented it in Cox’s Bazar where we have succeeded to 
great extent. Mr. Sanyal said that why we were not administering tli 
Private Forest Act. He knows that in West Bengal the lands are practical! 
becoming desert by erosion. If the evil eifect of erosion is to be success 
fully checked it can only be done through acquisition of wastelands an 
planting forests on those lands. 

With regard to the question of compensation, I think the House wi] 
agree with me if it reads section 13. Section 13(ii) says: “In the cas 
where the land was recorded as waste land under the denomination o 
Puratan or Nutan Vatit in the record-of-rights prepared during the firs 
District Survey and Settlement Operations and finally published unde 
Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and has remained uncultivat(‘ 
up to the time of publication of the notification under sub-section (i) n 
section 3, the immediate owner of the land shall get compensation at <li 
rate of five rupees per acre”. 

These lands remained at the time of the first Survey and Settle 

ment, in some cases 20 years ago and in certain other cases 3() to 35 yeur 
ago. The owners do not derive any income from the lands. The member 
opposite are protesting against the payment of Its. 5 per acre but do th(' 
not know that the Congress Government in United Provinces are payni 
Es.4 per acre. (Mr, Lalit Chandra Das: I do not know.) When 
say that, I say from facts. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Well, that is 
National Government.) That is also a communal Government in the sens 
you call this Government a communal Government. Now, Sir, the Flou 
Commission has recommended that in the case of acquiring proprietory right 
the rate will be 10 times the income. In accordance with that we have als 
provided that the rate should not be more than 10 times the income. Unde 
the Land Acquisition Act I cannot compute any compensation for these land 
and therefore I have to get an Act passed for this purpose. But thes 
matters can very well be discussed in the Select Committee. Of course thcr 
may be difference of opinion on these matters. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the circulation motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House i 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of (diciting opinion thereon by th 
30th dune, 1947. 

Tlie question was put and the amendment was lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in the personiu 
prop(Jsed in the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, for ili 
name of “Mr. Lalit Chandra Das” the name of “Mr. Birendra Kishore lb'. 
Chowdhury” be substituted. 

Sir, I would like that Mr. Birendra Kishore Hoy Chowdhury should b>k 
my place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one point in this connection to which 
would like to draw your attention, Mr. Das. How many members there ar 
in your party? I find one party is not represented at all. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We are entitled to 4; we have got only 
3 in this. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Anyhow as far as the present issue is concerned I 
leave it to you, Mr. Das, to decide whether Mr. Birendra Kisliore Hoy 
Chowdhury should take your place. 

Mr. BISWANATH ROY: So loi^, Sir, 3 members were taken from the 
Congress and 1 member from the Nationalist Party was taken into the 
Select Committees. This time only 3 members have been included in the 
Select Committee from the Congress Party and no member from the 
Nationalist Party. So, if the other side agrees, I am ready to move a short 
notice amendment to include one more name to represent the Nationalist 
Party. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think the (Congress are really entitled to 
more than two seats according to calculation. The Congress is not entitled 
to more than 2 members (I mean excluding the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill) forming a Select Committee. There are in the House 63 mem- 
bers altogether and the Congress according to their number is entitled to 
two seats on such committees. 

• 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our strength is more than 12 and the 
Congress is entitled to 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case I am not going to raise that question 
today because the parties are yet in a fluid condition and we h^^^e not 
received authorised lists of membership of each party. 1 just wanted to 
mention that, nothing else. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to the Nationalist Party, 
Sir, wo always used to get one seat. In this case through oversight we did 
not mention a name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would suggest that you come to an arrangement 
with Mr. Das in this matter. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I had a talk with Mr. Das and 
from next time onwards matters will be set right. 


Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, how many members constitute a 
party ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall look into that matter later on; take your 
seat j)lease. 

Order, order. Motion moved that in the personnel proposed in the motion 
for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, for the name of “Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das” the name of “Mr. Birendra Kishore Eoy Chowdhury” be- 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
personnel proposed in the motion for referring tlie Bill to a Selee.t Committee, 
ior the name of “Mr. Lalit Cdiandra Das” the name of “Mr. Birendra 
Kishore Hoy Chowdhury” be substituted. 

The question Avas put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next amendment, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not moved, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now comes the original motion. You wanted to- 
speak Mr. Morgan. You may do so now. 
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Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: I rise to support the 'motion moved by the 
Hon'ble Minister for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. My 
party, Sir, like other parties in this House, have had little time to examine 
this Bill. We must confess however to serious misgivin^fs regarding the 
far-reaching implications of the measure. It is proposed, Sir, in furtherance 
of certain policies, to invest Government with extensive powers of summary 
acquisition of land throughout the Province. Before agreeing to grant 
those powers this House must be satisfied firstly, that it is absolutely vital 
in the public interest that those powers be given, and secondly, that they are 
only exercised to tlie extent that is necessary, with the least possible damage 
to the interests of those persons whose lands are being taken frOm them. 

I do not propose at this stage to offer criticism of the declared purpose 
of Government in bringing forward this Bill; let us accept for the moment 
the plea that cultivable waste lands are required on a large scale and that 
the machinery of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, is too cumbrous. We 
agree that it is lengthy and involved, and we are as anxious as the Hon’ble 
Minister to find ways and means of acquiring or resuming land, particularly 
for industrial purposes, by a simplified procedure. 1 hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will remember that we do agree with him on this point whiui 
considering another measure before this House. 

Apparently, howevei', the main objection of Government to land acqui- 
sition ])i‘Ocedure is the cost: the assessment of value would be too correct, 
too fair to the owner of the land. Government not only wants the laud 
quickly Ij^ut wants it tor next to nothing. We shall be interested to heai 
in due course how the Hon’ble Minister proposes to justify tbe rates men- 
tioned in the Bill, which seems to us to amount almost to complete 
expropriation. 

There are other aspects of this Bill which are causing us some concern, 
but I will refer only briefly to two of these. Eirstly, the definition oi 
cultivable waste land is much too wide: any land which does not happen 
to be cultivated on a certain. date. There may be many perfectly valid 
reasons wdiy a particular plot of land may be left uncultivated ; it may Ix' 
part of the land attached to industrial premises; it may be a recreation 
ground for football; it may be common grazing ground and, as such, an 
essential integral part of rural economy. 

This matter of possible annexation of village grazing lands leads 
naturally to my last point, namely, the exercise of the powers to be con- 
ferred by this Bill by the subordinate officers of Government. The inten- 
tions of the Hon’ble Minister may be wholly benevolent in seeking these 
powers, but what this House is concerned with is the possibility of tluni 
misuse. The House should not be contented with assurances: it must be 
seen that fhis measure, if passed into law, is framed in such away as to 
render it impossible for the officers of Government, who may not always 
keep in view considerations of justice and fair dealings, to utilise their 
powers in an arbitrary fashion. We are far from satisfied that the provi- 
sions of the Bill, particularly with regard to appeals, are not sufficient safe- 
guard for the public against injustice. 

With these remarks I support the motion for reference of the Bill fo 
Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House 
that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, be referred to 
Select Commit tee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Fazle Ilabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein, 
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(5) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E., 

(8) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(10) Mr. Bireiidra Kisliore Roy Ohowdliury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
tlie number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Discussion of the Supplementary Demands. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will take up the discussion of Supplementary 
Demands now. Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I will hear the debate and then 
rejily. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You do not want to initiate the discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, this disciission is nothing but 'post 
inurtcm examination and 1 only congratulate the FinaiKa* Minister for offer- 
ing this opportunity to speak a few words with referen(?e to the speech made 
by him yesterday on the general discussion of the Budget. Sir, 1 cannot 
subscribe to the statement of the Hon’ble Minister yesterday that Bengal 
IS virtually enjoying independence und('r the suzerainty of Delhi. If in the 
period in the 18th century 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Mazumdar you must confine yourself to the 
supplementary demands. The latitude given in the general discussion of 
the budget cannot be allowed in the discussion of the supplementaiy 
demands. You are raising a political question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This has bearing on the supplies, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you must change your manuscript. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: You just hear me, Sir, I am coming to 
tile point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to make that speech. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In this speech you will find, Sir, that 
it has hearing on the subject under discussion— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Majumdar you are trying create a very danger- 
ous precedent, I may tell you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, all the items concerned have 
been touched by me. Who does not know that the Raja 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar I am really very serious, I cannot 
allow you to make such a speech. You must speak on the supplementary 
oemand or resume your seat. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; I am going into detail : just hear me, 
‘jir, I can say that in the best interest of Bengal and in the best interest of 
the Government of this province one should confine his attention to the 
interest of the people as a whole and not to one section alone. That is my 



444 


SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS. 


[19th Maech^ 

point. As regards the census, when census report continued without aii\ 
bias. It is with the advent of the Muslim League Ministry that the report 
has undergone thorough manipulation. The Government of Mr. FazJul Huq 
in which — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Mazumdar these are not the items included m 
the Supplementary Demand 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In the Civil Supplies it is included— 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is included 

Here is the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1946-47. There is no 
mention of Civil Supplies Department in it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 can criticise the fdvil Supplies Depari- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had your opportunity of criticising the Civil 
Supply Department at the time of the General Discussion of tlie Budget. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Also in connection with the Suppl('> 
mentary Estimate I can criticise the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there is no mention of tin* 
Civil Su])plies Dejiartment in the Supplementary p]stimate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is what I have been trying to impress on 
Mr. Mazumdar. Mr. Mazumdar, if you are not ready to criticise thes*' 
particular items you better not speak. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister raised 
several questions yesterday and I shall have to reply to them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not the occasion on which you can speak 
on those matters. You should confine yourself to the particular items. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Can I not refer to the general mal- 
administration of the Province 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot, I tell you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Then what is the use of examining thi^ 
item of expendituj'e which has already been spent. It is a sort of post 
mortem examination. It is nothing but a mockery. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I d esire to draw your attention and 
the attention of the honourable members of this House to sf'ction 81 of tJir 
Government of India Act, 1935. It runs as follows: “81. If in resped 
of any financial year further expenditure from the revenues of the Province 
becomes necessary over and above the expenditure theretofore authorised foi 
that year, the Governor shall cause to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers 
a supplementary statement showing the estimated amount of that 
expenditure.” Now, Sir, this provision has not been observed by tin' 
Finance Minister. He should have anticipated the expenditure and before 
the expenditure was really incurred he should have taken the authority from 
the Assembly for the expenditure of this amount necessary and then he 
could have placed that before this House for criticism. He should have 
brought this earlier. He has not done that and it is a sheer mockery on 
the House itself to have to criticise an expenditure which has already been 
spent. The money the Government has spent under Grant No. 31— Famine — 
is a huge amount — Rs. 2, 93, 31 ,000. So long you have been telling us and 
the Chief Minister was also telling us and the outside people that there wn- 
no famine but the papers here show that there is famine in some parts oi 
Bengal. Anyway it proves very much that you wanted to minimise tbe 
situation and for what purpose you know best. I say. Sir, it is a very huge 
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amount which has been spent under this head when they say actually there 
is no famine. You did not spend so much money even when there was the 
victual famine during 1942-44. (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saited 
Ml vzzAMiJDDiN Hosain : You must address the Chair and not the Minister. 
You are addressing ‘"you”). That can be surely done. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, no details have been given how this expenditure 
^^a.s incurred. All that has been stated is that “the increase is due to 
purcliase of accessory foodstuff such as ‘Ralston’ , milk-powder, dehydrated 
^cgetables, etc., for relief purposes; distribution of doles and clothings on 
a large scale; and opening of a larger number of cheap grain shops”. Were 
llu> Bills examined by any person to see how this huge amount was spent? 
It was necessary that there should be vouchers for all kinds of ex]>enditure. 
\V(U(‘ these examined and have you satisfied any committee that the monies 
a(;tually spent and s])ent according to the rules of accounts, I mean 
according to the rules of the Government. Or did somebody simply come 
loiwanl and say that such and such amount was si)ent and you only noted 
that down and you have accordingly put down this huge amount before us 
raying — AVell, this is the amount we have spent. This is a very bad habit 
aliogether. You should have anticipated what is necessary for the i)urpose 
(it meeting an extraordinary situation and having anticipated that, brought 
\our supplementary budget in right time, say in the winter Session. Now 
tills is tlu‘ fag end of the year. In the year closing month of March you 
lone brought it and a few days more, the financial year would have been 
over, and pr(‘senting it at this late stage you say that we incuiTed an 
e\})i‘ii(lilure of 2 crores 94 lakhs and 41 thousand iinder “Famine (Grant 
No. 41). That is an exti-aordinary demand. Criticism at this stage is 
uM'less. All that W(‘ want to say is that you must change tliis bad habit, 
iiaimdv, jiri'senting the supplementary budget at tin* fag end of the year 
:ui(l a few days more the financial year will be over. You should bring your 
siijipleTnentary budget in right time and then get it passed. 

Now I draw your attention. Sir, fo the head “Police” (Grant No. 17). 
Ill the Explanatory Memorandum under this head it appears that “the 
iiiciease undi‘r ‘Pay of Establishment’ , is due to the strengthening of the 
Aimed Branch of the (‘alculta Police and that under ‘Other Contingencies’ 

due to the rearmament of the Calcutta Police Force with '404 rifles and 
tlj(‘ juirchase of 10 jeeps for the Calcutta Police”. Now, Sir, look at how 
li.is this strengthening of the Armed Branch of the (‘alcutta Police been 
ellecti'd*? Tt is, Sir, by importing from the Punjab a large number of 
er-s(>r vicemen all Muslims. Now, how nice the position would have been 
laid you placed this budget early, Cc., before importing these Punjabi 
r,/-scrvic(‘men and asked for a grant like this? I think. Sir, in that t*vent 
you would have got the advice from this House as well as from the Assembly, 
which has got tiie right to sanction or refuse a grant, that, if you require 
llie Aimed Force to lie strengthened, you should do so by appointing 
Bengalis and not by importing the c.r-servicemen from the Punjab. You 
liave deprived both the Houses of their right of criticism, of their right 
of persuading you to do the right tiling at the right time. And in this 
aiatter of appointing e.r-servicemen from the Punjab as constables in the 
f’alcutta Armed Forces, whether you heard us or not, there would have 
hi'en the chance for us of appealing to your sentiments, to your feeling of 
local patriotism. We could have per.suaded you in right time to take even 
the Bengali Muslims in the armed forces instead of importing the Punjabi 
Muslims. You have taken away that opportunity from us. Therefore I 
repeat that it is a bad practice to bring in supplementary budget estimates 
lihe this for criticism at the fag end of the year. 

I would like to touch also “Grant No. 20 — Charges on account of 
Loucation, a token grant of rupee one for Muslim Education”. In the 
^^Pl^natory Memorandum under this head it is stated “This token demand 

Re.l is made for the purpose of obtaining the assent of the Legislature 
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to tile payment of a contribution of Rs. 4, 32, 000 to the Muslim Educatioii 
Fund which has been createc^ this year for the advancement of Muslun 
Education. The balance of the contribution will be met out of savin^.s 
elsewhere in the current year’s Education Budget.” 

Sir, you have cut away a very important grant, for it actually made foi 
the e^yiansion of science in the Calcutta University. There they cut out 
9 lakhs. Can the balance be met out of the savings made on that head i' 
If not, then it is a grievous wrong done to Edncalion. If this grant luul 
been presented in right time b(*fore the House we could have pointed out 
the necessity of such a provision along with that for Muslim education, 
Madrassahs and other things. Sir, an allotment should be made for hel])- 
ing and starting a hostel for scheduled castes students. Have you niadt' 
any such provision. I think you have not. (The Hon’ble Mr. Mohamaikd 
Ali: Yes.) But tlum a much larger grant is necessary and we would 
have b(ien able to point that out to you when tlie pi-ovision was brought 
before the House; we could have pointed out to you what the grant should 
be in comparison with the provision made for tht' education of the majority 
community. No, Sir, this token grant will i»ot do. That men are suheriiig 
from severe hardships in respect of education 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I rW 
on a point of order. According to Rule 10 of the Procedure Rules of thi^ 
House a member desiring to make any observations on aiiA matter before 
tlie Council shall speak from his ])lace, shall rise when he speaks, and shall 
address the President, etc. But he is addressing members direct as “you, 
you”, etc. Is this in order P 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, I am awai’e of this ruh‘ and 
observe it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He h as not addressed any member personally hui In 
really means the Chair. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am a})]>ealing to the treasury benches 
through the President, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: But, Sir, he 
using expressions “you” meaning not the Chair but the Ministers. He 
putting questions diiect and not in the thii'd })e!‘son. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, plea.s(‘ don't jjut any question to the 
Hon’ble Ministers direct. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I may say at the very outset that 
whatever ] do say I am saying through the President. The Hon’ble Ministei 
should not lx’, so thin-.skinned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th at is an unparliamentaiy ])ra(*tice and it shouhl 
not be allowed to develop, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir, there is no such fear; but at 
the same time the Minister should not be so thin-skinned. When the 
Minister whom I am addressing is not objecting, I do not think he should 
interrupt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the rules of the House should be observed, 
Mr. Das. You should not forget that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, he need not do so 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Leader of the House is perfectl} 
right in drawing attention of the Chair to this breach of rules. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I do not say that that he is not right, 
but I simply say that he need not be so thin-skinned as that. 
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Anyway, Sir, all tliat 1 do say is that tlie grant for accommodation ol‘ 
scheduled astes students is absolutely inadc(|uatc and it the Ilon’ble Minister 
concerned bad brought torward this ]>ro|)osal at the right tin)i\ then we should 
ciu'tainh have, considered the matter and moved for amyile provision for the 
education of the members of that commuint\ , so that iliere Avouhl not have 
])een any room for com]ilaint whatsoever on this scon*. 

The last observation that I would make is that the demaiul loi- such a 
huge amount in the su]>])lenu‘ntar\ (hunand only pinvcs tliiit tlu' lloii’blc 
Finance Minister did not antici]iate properly the ex])en(ht ui (> ol things to come. 
We think the Finance Minister should always be of sindi ca]).icit> that In* 
Nhould be, abh' to aiiticjjiaie comiiig (‘vents and make cot i ('sjuutding provi- 
sion for them. The amount, asked loi* is so huge that it onl\ shows llu' 
('xtreme carelessness Avith Avhich the original budget Avas diaAvn u]> 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : suppleiiu'ntary ^T'CiSi'Ca^ 

^ ^rrcol 3^rR m ^ heads head 

^ U^k ot? cot 

fOTC^l Bihar refugee OT iSRT ^ t^RT OT OTC^l 

OTT TO aCTO 

refugee TO OTv <rT?rr TOTR acTO oi'TO ^ z^c^ 9rrc?[i 

z^ ^ ot 

t'TO TOTO ^Tz^\ al: tmt\ ^stht m m <ii?r ^'z^ 

R ^ cTO't ot wot ott jri a^" ^rwcotr 

wsi ^ ^ al’ l<<ti<lTO WWW w<w?i ‘Jw toot 

cww aw WTOiR ao ^ wtc»^ r wwpr w?nr wi cw 

W«''tTsf[5 fep aWOT W fwra i§RT ^FFT OT WVTTO 1 STR a^ C^ 

tWOTlro 'SiHt tR OTT ‘<'Z^ OT ^TWT [hC^ \ 

TOd w<^ WOT m. mj? a^ cw ta ww TO5I5 

:OT wot WOTT COTf?^ W SR'K OTI W’C^fet tw%' WTsW 

otI aM'WR WR fw? fOTOTi z^ cws: al: $wr, '<rw^ a^ 

OTT tOT WtT SOTTO, WW ^'Zo TOW — ^TOTO 'SRT WTO^W WX^ -~Tw^ 

■<TS‘>TTcfftW W^‘ ^ WWT ^'T tOT Wha i^OTW i^’RTW J'"? WTnOT COT'' OTWT WW WTO 
’TTtw Rt 

aw TO wIr Grant No. 13 a WTW WTWa 5TOT 'dWWT WTW WWT OTC^ I a^ 

RIw WTW fWCW Too WTsOT' twT^ iSrTW^rrW Exe(*utive OthciTTO WTOSiW 

^OT iOT frowi WTOT CTO aw RTWr TOWTWl WrCSiW ^WT WO^ WT -u w a^ 
wrw tOT OTCWW R-OTi^rcww OTs^titww ©r^^otw ;ii(jrw wtwF ejottw --’yw rw^rl ^wr 
OT TOWr itCTOl WTO CTO a&T fWTO ^ WTO CW a:i WTW cti swrc? WTO stt roi 'I C^W 
^TO propaganda WWTW TOltWW sy^fWWT 5XTOI aWRTOW OTawrfww fww WTnOT, 
WTTOW cww TOa TOC? fw^^oifwo ?^’cw TCOTi a^ isFtw WTW tror towtwI ^totw ww- 
OT fww propaganda W a;^wr WWT f’C^l OTSwlfWwol-tww 5 :'C^ 

a^ iSila WTW fror TOI WTTO OT administration aw acOTW WF.Wf OTa- 

Itor WTOl acoiw OTOT ^[WTOWTO WCtO ^aOTTOoOT aw^ fOTICTO 

WWT 5:-C8^l OTTOltWW WTTO WfCW^ aWW W^'WO CW, OTT 

H^TOTCWW wewy WT^fTO RTO^5 WTl WlTctT a®=fCWCOT ?Wt^ fWTOa® aWW aw^ WT?fW'T- 

^ w^^ i5(OT cw ^ c^TO cw*T w;;;^ ot c^-w^rto wtto Twwya w^fwo 1 

’WWiR ®(Tf51 WTO artw a^ Assembly, Council House aWN Secretariate 
Upper Divisions Clerk ®nOTW OTCTO ^TO TOTTOTCW fWCWBRT WWT 5R WTl 



448 


SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS. 


[19th Marci] 


Assembly « CounciM?: Secretariat rankiH<[ clerkci^ 

^ 1 ^*141 

'oiUc«^ 45. promotional^ «iK^l Secretariat ^£1 ranki] 

'5(fxp‘/ir<fCK<l ^ U[ eiTO I s^SIOT ^1 W C*tWCcl il^ fW'^i 

f«)05 (£iiR I ^ 3^ <r '5ir<!7i<i ^ sir*^! ©let 1 '^fp^rr ^rt’ 

R 3^"^! t^c’i'^®ic< <f-<ic<w 1 la^ CH?ic ^ ^a^ 

?T«^rr^? iTrar hhih 6 k< toRi ^ oitot (Mi 

HariIoas Majumdar: C 5^ <\OTTl) 

iSR’ra fro tw'^ f*r^ni ^T?r or;^— or;?(o 

^*(1 froii: ^ TO ciSTc^rs ^ Sfi^i a^'-^rr w?! 

rIto ^i:^i 5i;'TOR ^aro f*tTO a*5 T<^’R otr 5 f^iro ^g[^ 

TOTR t^TO ^ ^ 5^, ^TC^ WITO enaf^ ^l 

'TOC isoto f*T^R ®rt 5 :’c^ biRi^ ^ihicv 

va^ic^ait?) I <'3^mH ^icaCb 'S^rfo? f*pstr< iSRy ’Ttf ^ Sk- 

^?rPR ^ TOC^ n^curring W ‘^\U recurrinj. 

TO '51 RTTO toIi To •a^ TO «a^ R Muslim Education Fundi 

^cTT 5:?r i9R7(^’*nH ijcrr 

Snt'TO^ 'SRT §Wr RC?!! ?i’C*lCS» 1 il TOR ^cTTO tal; C^j 

wKs R af?RTa Rc?ir oicr to 1 o^inw toc otIi 

TO TOa h^RT, m Education Fund 'TO¥ m Education Func 

TOR ^nTO 5t;;H5iTO n^aro^'' rfr T'^hr toItopR: 

TOSv CH$ R ?irTOa Fund a[<t?ll<4b R TOHK^<1 RRI 

TO RRT 5^^5^5rr 5pcacij^ 51^ ^aror '^'C^ arc? ^2 rtc?i5 ^ ^'U5 aiR 

R", HR^C^< M©l<, ^I©|[<'^ 2R^f^ ©R t^iR TT, 

TO 'sntTOl I<©ICR il^ f*Rr ~ 6 ^\ <l<^ tot RR oRIkT^I; 

CTO CcTKR itrC5 ^0^1 TOSit TORT TO'^T RTO^ Education Department 
al^blTO TOR C^R ^^IRR s^arop? TOI to R’^TR fTO" fTOR JR 

si;;HcRR R«(rR s^^C^lTOTO fSRT ^<R CTO TO*1TO5T Rt 1 Ol 

CTO ’t^'TO Fund TO 5!'^. iSrltR iSRT TO R’C^ ^1 

^ ^RR TOTO t(unp()rary ^TR TO a^Tb” &RT TtoR, C^R TO^ nlHHi 

\ ?;TN^r?[ tsulb H'^R n<t4 ICT^T a*bT^a'^ l 'bt^r TOC^?t TOR ' 

t»RR n'R^RCi s^^mR R^SRR ^ atWTOT ^RC^, oTCRS 

^5KTO 'al?<lRo5 T*RR ’TO^’R MtbR ^SRI RTb" ^RT RR ^ Go 

5^ ^RTC RC^ CR5 t tor 5^ RT CRC^ TO^ fTOR R^^aPil TO?! CR 

TOI TO^ RltRl 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 presunn* tliai tlie discussion of Suppleinenlai \ 
Demands will continue. Is that the idea 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Y"es, Sir, some memhers of ilu^ 
Government Party will also speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then we may adjourn the House now and tomorrow 
we shall take it up again. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I understaid 
there is a Tlimlii festival tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know if the Assembly is closed tomorrow - 
In any case we do not go by the time-table of the Assembly. If 
honourable Hindu members want a holiday tomorrow for the “Baruni” I hope 
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the Muslim members will not stand in their way. It is, in any case, for 
the House to decide whether there should lx* sittino- tomorrow or not. 

The Hon^ble Mr^ MOHAMMED ALI: AVe can have no objection, Sir, 
if ilie other side, if the Hindu members want a holiday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If tomoiTow tJie House does not sii and if this dis- 
i ii^sion of the Supplementary Hud^'^d is not continiK'd tomorrow the next 
sillinj^* day is on Friday, but tlum Friday is a n()n-olH(dal da\ and the 
Sn])plementary Hud^et cannot be taken up on Friday. 'IMiat will upset tlie 
tniK'-table, will it not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes. a bit 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am sure you realise' th(' ditli- 
( iilties, Sir, hut we do not stand in tlu' was of our tiiends ojpiosite. ll is 
a question of religious festival. AVe cannot ojijiost' it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Tin* memlx'rs of my jiarty are insisting 
tluit they should have a holiday tomoriow for the ft'stival. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All rigdit. As the Hindu nn'inhers wanl a holiday 
loniorrow the (iovernmeiit, an* also agri'i'abh' the Hoii^i' siands adjourned 
till p.m. on Friday. 

Adjournment. 

The (Jouncil then adjourned till 2^10 p.m. on Fiidav, the 21st March, 
FM7. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from ibe meeting held on the 19tl 
March, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. L. R. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(d) M]'. Biinkim (liandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Karuini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) ^Ir. Erie Dermot Doyjie, 

(()) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Eazal Ellahi, 

(7) Th<‘ lloiride Mr. Abdul (lofran, 

(8) Ml'. Mungtuiam rlaijuiria, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Mubaniinad dan, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(11) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(12) Mr. Nagendra Nalh Mahalanobish, 

(Id) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, and 

(14) Dr. Kuinud Sankar Roy. 
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First Sessionp 1947— No. 22. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative IJuildinff 
(’aJcutta, on 21st March, L)47, at 2-8o p.m., being the 22nd day ol the First 
Sl^‘<sion of 1947, pursuant to section G2(^)(n) of the Cioverniiient of India 
Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phas.^d Singh Roy, k.c.i e ) ’was 
in the Chair. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of privilege, Sir. On Friday 
last Mr. Deputy President was in the Chair and the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
laid before the House the accounts of the province and tlie Report of the 
Auditor-General thereon and we wanted to move a motion thereon. It was 
understood that it would be taken up first thing today. Day before yesterday 
ve called on you in your Chamber, Sir, and we understand tliat a certain 
compromise was arrived at with regard to the Resolution. We however 
ha^e not got a copy of the resolution. Can w^e get a copy now, SirH 

Mr. P^RESIDENT. I understand, Mr. Das, a copy ol the resolution was 
scut to Government for their views. I would therefore propose to discuss 
the matter with Hon’ble Finance Minister as regards the foun of the resolu- 
inui. it can be taken up any time today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. 

Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that tliis Council is of ojunion 
that {h(‘ Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to take vciy cuirly 
dc])> to found a Muslim University in Bengal on the line of Aligaih Muslim 
1 iiiveisity and oilier similar special Universities of the world and to enact 
.Miit.ihle legislation for that purpose. 

Sir, this is a most important resolution from Muslim educational point 
ot Mew. At the very beginning 1 want to clear a misconception about this 
ic'^nlution. I (lo not move this resolution with ain communal motive, 
iheie IS notliing communal in tlie proposition. Sir, this resolution asks 
loi ,sj)eeial facilities for the Muslims of Bengal in view' of their very back- 
wai(ln(\ss in the field of education, so that they may make a very rajiid 
icogiess in the fitdd of education to make up their deficiency. h\)r this 
P'ii])ose it is urgently necessary that special faciliti(‘s should’ be given to 
muslims arid other backward classes wdio are very backward in education 
'“id the policy of giving special facilities has not only been not admitted in any 
‘^^^tem of public instruction of this country but also have now' been put into 
“mnatioTi from inany decades. Many special institutions such as Benares 
iliiulu Lniyersity, Sanskrit College in Calcutta, Islamia College, Aligarh 
-luslim University have been established which justify the soundness of 
^ “s policy. The Commissions and Committees wdiich have investigated into 
F causes of the backwardness of Muslim education recommended the 
of this policy and the Calcutta University Commission, w'hich 
fP^ichshed its report in 1917-19 in Part 1, Cliapter VI of Volume I of that 
Commission remarked “Mussalmans have their own tradition and 
V ) ■ ^ ideal which are the common property of Islam but 

iich cannot be identified with those of any other communities. Prominent 
^^uong the ideals which sw'ay the ordinary Mussulman — the conviction that 
th n ^ would compensate for the loss of 'the conscious membership of 
® Mussulman community of the world. So while the Bengali 
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Mussalman is genuinely anxious tMt the community reap the full benefit 
of secular education, he is not prepared to take these benefits at the price 
of any real sacrifice of Islamic tradition, culture and custom. The feelings 
of the Muslims have been tinged with not unnatural pride, its traditional 
culture, the culture which was evolved during the great days of Islam. 
The Indian Muslims like the Hindu patriots feel towards India as their 
mother land. The ideals of Islam, their conception of society are at once 
cosmopolitan”. 

The Indian Education Commission of 1882 practically made similar 
remarks strongly recommending for special facilities to the Muslims by way 
of special licholarships, stipends, establishment of special institutions for 
Muslims. Dr. W. W. Hunter in his book “Indian Muslims” in 1871 
ascribed to the system of education introduced by the Britons the cause oi 
Muslim backwardness in education. He wrote “Our system of public 
instruction ignores the three most powerful instinct of the Muslims, 
According to deep thinking men secular education signally failed in Ireland . 
In 1913 Mr. W. Hornell as Chairman also recommended the establishment 
of special institutions for Muslims. The Secretary to the Government of 
India, Education Department, in his letter dated 1913 stated the necessity 
of establishing special institutions for Muslims at important Muslim centric 
of population. The Calcutta University Commission stated that up to 
Matriculation class on Slst March 1917 the number of Muslim pupils 
less than l/5th of the Hindus. In other words, though the Muslims 
represent 52-7 per cent, of the population of Bengal Presidency their children 
constitute only about l/5th of boys and girls who were receiving secondary 
education. In 191G-17 the percentage of Muslims in the high schools wn^ 
only 2G-5 per cent, and only 7-3 per cent, appeared in the Matriculatinn 
examination in that year. ‘On account of the slow progress of Muslim 
education in Bengal the University Commission recommended “We conshb^r 
it de.sirable that a college for the Muslims should be establishecl in Calcutta." 
In pursuance of their recommendation the Islamia College was established 
The majority of those who oppose communal representation are in favour 
of communal colleges, even a communal University. Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, 
the then Principal of Erishnagar College, favoured the establishment of .i 
separate University for Muslims. Mr. S. G. Dunn of the Muir College. 
Allahabad, considered tliat the needs of particular communities such as ih(' 
Muslims should be met by the establishment of special Universitie.'. 
Mr. Mark Hunler, the then Director of Public Instruction of Burma. 
expresse(l the same view in favour of a communal University. Rightly nr 
wrongly there is a strong feeling amongst Muhammadans that though tin y 
are iiuinerically superior to other communities in Bengal, and are making 
every effort to* advance in education, very little regard is paid to tlnur 
Te(juirements in the University. Mr. Sharpe was of opinion that 
Muslims require larger representation on the governing body. This can be 
best arranged ])y the establishment of special University as centres 
Muhammadan education, like Dacca and Chittagong. For their backwaid- 
iiess, for the backwuirdness of Muslims in higher education, the Calcutta 
University Commission in paragraph 1(^2 of Volume I of their Rejn'i’t 
advocated special facilities tor rapid progress of Muslim education. 
paragraph 103 of Chapter VI of Volume 1, Part I of their report the Calciitbi 
University Commission made the following specific recommendation in 
following Avords : — 

“A satisfactory solution of the difficulties in the way of Muslim educaia^T^ 
is not unattainable. It will be found— w^e hope it will be found— parti 
the establishment of Muslim colleges, halls of residence and hostels in whu | 
the tone of thought w'ill be congenial to Muslims and their w^y of life ai> ^ 
worship observed; partly by endeavouring to ensure that, where there an 
considerable groups of Muslim students in any college their tutorial 
social needs should be provided for; partly through a reconstruction of tlie 
University which should welcome the erudition of Muslim teachers 
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other Islamic scholars chosen for theip eminent learning not from Bengal 
only but out of the whole Islamic world and should furnish them with 
opportunities of teaching and research. Sir, purposely I have referred to 
the opinion of this expert body like the Calcutta University Commission, an 
Indian Education Commission, to prove that there is no communal question 
involved in this resolution. The necessity of such a University was felt, 
advocated by many learned bodies, learned non-Muliammadan educationists 
m the past. The (jovernment of India as well as the Government of Bengal 
liuve already realised the necessity of special facility for the Muslims in the 
tield of education. There is no danger of commuiialism in this demand for 
larger facility. Muslims of Bengal have been demanding special facilities 
for moie than a century. An All-India Muslim deputation waited upon the 
tlien Lord Minto on 1st Gctober, 19()(), at Simla and presented a memorial 
containing Muslims’ grievances and the need for establishing a Muslim 
T'liiversity as a centre of their culture and tradition. The Hartog Committee 
^shich as auxiliary to the Simon Commission investigated into the progress 
of education in India in their report published in 1929 after reviewing the 
causes ot the slow growth of Muslim education specially in Bengal, at page 
2(K) of their report remarked as follows: — 

“If, therefore, special arrangements inside the public system of education 
were made now and possibly for some time to come, to enable Muhammadan 
community to take its full share of life and in the advance of the nation, 
would not in our opinion be inconsistent either with sound democratic 
or sound educational principles.” 

Then that committee recommended to the Government of Bengal to give 
iacilities to the Muslims in all possible ways for making up the gi’eat leeway 
Hi the field of Muhammadan education. As the expression of the principle 
which was involved in the resolution quoted above remarks, I now come 
to the most important question, that is why a Muslim University is needed 
in Bengal, to accelerate th(^ progress of Muhammadan education. I have 
tried to show to some extent the need for such institution in Bengal by 
quoting the opinion of committees and learned bodies like the Calcutta 
Cniversity Commission and the Hartog Committee. Now I will prove the 
miserable condition of Muslim education as it prevails in Bengal at present. 
1 will (|uote some figures to show how the Muslims still lag behind in the 
field of education. The latest figures disclosed to this House in reply to a 
question of mine by the Hon’ble Education Minister were that in 1940-41 
tlicr(‘ were 7,()()d,()9l) Muslim sfudents in the i)rimai’v stage, that is their 
]iercentage was dl, but in the middle stage that number from 17 lakhs 
drop]n‘d to d(j, ()()(), that is to 2<) per cent. In the higher stages it was still 
fuither reduced to dU,44d, that is to 2") per cent. In Arts colleges it was 
icduce<l to 7,07(1, i.e., to 20-7 per cent, and in professional college's it was 
icduced to 8')0, i.e., to 12 2 per cent. In technical schools and commercial 
''‘■liools it was 2,239, that is, 20-9 per cent, and in comim'icial .schools it 
'Wis .■)(;(], ire., 21-8 per cent. Even if we compare the figure for 1940-41 with 
Oit' figures of 1945 it will be seen that there has not been any appreciable 
increase in the number within the.se five years, in number or in the 
j'cicentage. Rather in some respects it has been reduced. In the primary 
-^Uige the number of Muslim students ha.s rather decreased from 17 lakhs to 
1(> lakhs that is from 54 9 per cent, to o4’-), though it seems to have increased 
' } a sliglit extent at the middle stage. From oO,!)!)!) to i(j,000 that is dl’9 
ill high stage it has been increased to 00, 091 that is from 25-5 per cent, to 

])er cent. In Arts Uolleges its inimher has decreased. Here it is found 
^diOO, that is, from 20-4 to 19 3 per cent. In professional colleges it has 
increased from 122 to 15 4 per cent. In technical schools it has increased 
little, that is 2,392. It has increased in percentage and not in number. 
Compared with the latest figure with tlie figures of 1927 we find that during 
Uie 30 years the progress of Muslim education has not been considerably 
advanced. That is in 1927 the percentage of Muslim in primary stage was 
^1- It has increased only by 3 per cent., that is, 54 5 per cent. In the middle 
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stage it lias increased by 12^ per c^t. But in high stage it is 5 per cent, 
only. It was 15*5 per cent, in 1945, it is now 19*5 per cent. In Arts Colleges 
from 14 per cent, to 19 per cent, that is, an increase of 5 per cent. In 
professional college from 14 per cent, to 15 per cent., that is, 1 per cent. 
At this rate if the Muslims are to progress it will take a century to make up 
the leeway in resyiect of education. It is apparent from the percentage ot 
Muslim to the total number of population that the progress of Muslim 
education is very slow during the period from 1927 to 1947. From these 
figures it will be proved that the percentage of Muslims getting education 
is very inadequate and it has practically remained steady, in the middle 
stage it has increased a little and in the high stage it has increased by 1 per 
cent, and in Arts Colleges it has increased to 5 per cent. So Bengal lags 
behind compared with the education of Muslims in other provinces. It will 
be seen that Bengali Muslims lag tar behind as compared with their brothei' 
Muslims in other provinces in the field of education. According to the 
Hartog Committee’s report, in Ihmgal the ratio of people is far less than 
that of Muslim population. The ratio of Muslim population is 54 ja^r cent, 
but the students in the Arts Colleges is 14*2 per cent. In Madras tli(‘ 
percentage of Muslim population is b*7 but flu* percentage of Muslim pupils 
is 11. In Cnited Provinces the })ercentage of ^fiislim population is 14 '> 
and the percentage of Muslim pupils is 18. In Bihar, the percentage of 
Muslim population is 10 9 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, I may just tell you that half-an- 
hour is the time-limit givcui to the mover of a resolution and you ha\t’ 
nearly reached that time-limit. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 shall very briefly refer to the present coiuU- 
tion ot the Muslim education especially in the higher education. During 
the last 10 >ears from 1941 only 2,225 boys have passed the Matriculation. 
Of successful candidates only 9(» ])assed l.Sc. against 1,040 of the Hindus. 
Only 18 ])assed B.Sc. against 501 Hindus. The number of Muslim stud(uit> 
Avho ])assed M.Sc, from 1945-48 was 14 against 050 of the Hindus. In 
1948-49 tlu‘ ])ercentage of the Hindu boys who W(mt to high schools fi'oni 
primary schools was 74*5 and sucdi number ol Muslims was 24*7 only. Sn, 
only 18 iNfuslim bo> s passini M.Sc. during the 5 years from 1945. As m\ 
tinu' is U]) I do not want to dwell on other asp(‘cts ol the (piestion. I thmk 
1 have already sulliciently shown what is tin' ])ie,st‘nt condition of Mimliin 
education in Ilengal. It is still l/5th in higher education. So specri! 
faciliti(‘s ar(‘ nec'ded in the field of education. Don’t you think that il tlir 
Muslims aie not educationally equipped for taking equal- share in tin* 
administration of the country they will not be able to do greater good to thi" 
great country ? I atqieal to my friends to consider this demand for giviim 
special facilities to the Muslims and I ho])e they will support my resolutimi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this Council is of O])inion that 
the (lovernment of Bengal be strongly urged upon to take very ('arly step^ 
to found a Muslim University in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim 
University and other similar special Universities of the world and to enact 
suitable legislation for that purpose. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege again. 
May we know when the Government resolution will be in regard to the 
Public Accounts Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am going to discuss that matter. AUill you plea>e 
wait for some time. Let Mr. Kabir move his amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move my amendment to the 
resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed that for all the words beginning with ^‘found 
a Muslim University in BengaP’ and ending with “for that purpose,” th^' 
following be substituted, viz. : — 

“secure the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal specially v^ith 
a view to enable the Muslim community to make up their leeway 
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in scientific and technical education by providing for free tuition, 
boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and 
technologies for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 
per cent, marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta 
University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, Dacca, and the 
grant of suitable stipends ^m\ scholarships to oilier deserving 
students selected on tlie recommendations of a Board composed of 
two educationists nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta 
and Dacca.” 

As amended the resolution will therefore read as follows : — 

That this f'ouncil is of opinion that the (xovernment of Bengal be 
strongly urgml upon to take very early steps to secure tlu‘ advance- 
ment of Muslim education in Bengal s])ecially with a view to pliable 
the Muslim community to mak(‘ up their leeway in scientific and 
ti'chnical education by providing for free tuition, boarding and 
lodging, in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and technologies 
for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 per cent, 
marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta University 
or tlie Board of Tntermediati' Studies, Da(*ca, and the grant of 
suitable sti]H‘nds and scholarsbijis to other deserving students 
seb'cttnl on the n‘commendations of a Board composed of two 
educationists nominated bv each of the Cniversitii's of Calcutta and 
Da(‘ca. 

(At this stage the Deputy President took the Chair.) 

Ml*. Deputy Pri'sident, Sir, I think it will not be necessarv for me to 
ni.ike a long spi'ech in support of my amendnnmt. To a ver\ large extent 
1 find my bonourable friend who moved the r(‘solution has advanced argii- 
nanits wiiich are arguments not in favour of his resolution but in favour 
of an amendmiuit of the type which 1 have "jilaced before the House. The 
mam arguimmt which he placed was that the Muslims are today educationally 
l)af‘kward and for that they require certain special facilities, and it is only 
vitli a view 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of Order. Is the 

aniendnumt really in order. Sir? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: It has bc'eii moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: II Ims liwi fouml In lie in nnler. 

t 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; The amendment seems to be 
tofallv of a different kind, different altogether from the imriioM^ (d the 
UMiliition itself. It must have some connection with the resolution Imt 1 
find it has not. The amendment is a good resolution standing by itself, 
and 1 should welcome an opportunity to discuss it but not in the form in 
vliicli it is brought, namely, in the form of an amendnn'nt to a resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Fortunately before taking tbe chair 1 
cniisulted *1110 very point with the Hon’ble Presidmit and the lion ble 
Ihcsident is of the opinion that it is in order and he has referred me to ]iago 
'A 7 of May’s Parliamentary Practice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Thank you, Sir, If I might digress for a 
iicnnent, I would draw the attention of my honourable friend who raised 
this point of order to the recognistal parliamentary practice by which a 
mover Qf j^ri amendment is permittial to remove every single word of tlie 
'iiiginal resolution following aftin* the words “That the House resoUe. 

I believe that the question raised by my friend regarding the inadmi.ssil)ility 

niy amendment has been already settled by you. Anyway, as I have 
I'ointed out, my friend, as a practitioner of law, should be more aware 
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of parliamentary procedure and practice and as an experienced parlia- 
mentarian he should not forget things which he himself has done in the 
past. 

I will now, Sir, proceed with the amendment which stands in my name. 

I would go further and say, by whatever name you like to call it, that there 
is a definite proposal in it, a definite suggestion for carrying out the very 
purposes of the honourable the mover of the resolution. He wants that, in 
view of the backwardness of the Muslims educationally, special facilities 
should be provided for them so that the backwardness may be overcome. 
That is the whole purport of his resolution. I do not think there is any 
particular point or any special fascination for the words “Muslim Univer- 
sity”. And here in passing I may also say that in a sense tlie wmrds 
“Muslim University” are a contradiction in terms. A University is a place 
w’here*the universe meets. It is a university where the whole universe is 
invited for the exchange of knowledge and learning. To talk of a 
“Muslim University” is to ask for (as we say in Bengali) Shonar Pathar Bati 
(an earthen cup made of gold). What my honourable friend wants is 
more facilities for Muslim education but wdiat he exactly means by demand- 
ing “a Muslim University” tor the purpose, he did not make clear in his 
speech; at least I am afraid that the wording of his resolution does not make 
it clear. 

AVhat do ihe terms “a Muslim TTniversity in Bengal on the lines of the 
Aligarh Muslim University” and “other similar special universities of the 
world” mean? There are certainly sjiecial universities in the world; there 
are technological universities, there are universities which deal with arts 
subjects, universities which are confined to particular branches of knowledge 
or learning. But 1 do not think there are other special universities of the 
particular kind that my honourable friend lias in mind. Sir, one of mv 
friends mentions the name of the A1 Azhar University. That, however, i- 
an institution that is not a Muslim University in the sense in which it 
used in the resolution. It is a university in the real sense of the term, 
whose doors are open to peojde of all climes and races, not only today hut 
has been so for centuries. And peojde from the farthest reaches of China 
and South Afric.a have come there and received education. 

Coming to the Aligarh Muslim University, wdiat is the special Muslim 
characteristic applicable to it? And what is it that we exactly understand 
by the expression “Muslim University”. Is there any physics called 
Muslim physics? Is there anything like “Muslim biology”? Or is there 
anything like Muslim Chemistry? AA'hat exactly is to he understood by 
this exju-ession? I quite agree Avith my friend that today for varime 
reasons the Mussalmans are unfortuiitely, educationally backward. Among 
those reasons one, though not the chief, reason is the mistaken policy o] 
the leaders of that community. AA'hen English education Avas introdueei 
in the country, the Mussalmans did not at first take to it. They kept alool 
1 can understand their jnsychology, I can sympathise AA'ith it. Peojile avIk 
Avere in jioAver Avere all on a sudden reduced to the position of subjects 
People wlio had hitherto been accustomed to education through a particulm 
medium suddenly found that medium changed. It caused a mental revul 
sion of feeling and they boycotted English education of the type taught 
Sir, it is a j)sychology that is understandable, but not at all logical n 
defensible or defensible from the point vieAA^ of the interest of the communiiy 
The educational backAvardiiess of the Mussalmans today is largely due ^ 
the fact that Avhen Eurojiean education was introduced into this country 
the Mussalmans kept aloof. Ever since that time, we have been trying h 
make up the leeway. Attempts are being made in this direction, th 
object is common, nameh', the provision of special facilities for the 
mans. This is an object’to which I think not a single member of the Hou> 
is opjiosed. Every one of the members here wants that all cornmunities 
India, and Mussalmans wlio form one of the major communities in inu 
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and the majority community in Bengal, should not be educationally back- 
ward; they should be at least equal in educational standards with the other 
communities. 

Today we live in the days of democracy. Democracy means the rule of 
tlie masses, of the people. If the masess are not educated, they cannot take 
a wider and broader outlook about ^the affairs which govern the relations 
between man and man. The whole country will suffer in such case. For 
the sake of his own interest, every Hindu should therefore support every 
measure which w^ants to advance Muslim education. Disraeli said long ago 
that now that democracy has come, we must educate our masters. Sir, 
that is the problem today. But how can w’e solve that problem by providing 
tor a separate Muslim University, something which is a contradiction in 
terms, something wdiich is xilainly absurd and has never succeeded anywhere 
in the world ? 

I do not intend to say against any one of the recognised institutions in 
this country. At the same time, can anybodj' fail to notice the gradual and 
.stimdy fall in the standard of education in those “separate” institutions? 
Tile slackness of discipline and general tone of educational atmosphere in 
those institutions.^ I would ask members to consider this point. IVe of 
course w^ant to make up our leewuiy, but for this we must find out the 
reasons of the backwardness. What are the reasons — why are Muslims back- 
ward today There are two or three main reasons but the first and foremost 
]s ])Overty. In many cases the average Muslim student comes from an 
c'conomic group which is financially much less prosperous than corresponding 
groups of other communities. That is particularly true in Bengal. What 
ve w’ant is advance of education and not the creation of a few more build- 
ings at a huge cost and importation of a few professors of doubtful reputa- 
tion. What w’e want is that the best Muslim students should get the 
wherewithal to prosecute their study. 

There are so many problems. There are problems of lodging, there are> 
]nohl('ms of boarding, there are problems of suitable accommodation in the 
colleges where they will prosecute their study. These are problems wiiich 
oiiglit to be tackled first. Over and above, there are problems of financing 
the ]ioor and brilliant students who for lack of funds cannot make any 
uhance in their study. In Bengal Muslims are not unfavourably placed 
111 t]i(‘ low^r, middle or upper vernacular or even in the high schools. There 
the\ can hold their own. Only when they come to the college stage, do 
tlicy hnd themselves in difficulties. It will be found that although the 
Aliislini population is about o4 or oo per cent, in Bengal, Muslim students 
ui the colleges and in the university are very much lower in percentage. 
The main reason for this is the want of adequate finance. 

We should go to the root of the disease and make education free ami 
ai;ike it available to all. I take it that every member of this House — 
Musi inis and Hindus — every one will agree tlmt the country will ]>roHper — 
die province will prosper with free education. I am sure every section of 
this House will agree with me that education should he free for all 
communities. It should be free for evtuy meritorious student so that the 
^<ate will get the benefit of his ability and merit and ])rf)fit by it. It i.s 
ta)t so much for the individual advantage of such brilliant students as for 
the advantage of the State that there should be sufficient financial help 
lorthcoming for meritorious students of the Muslim and other communities. 

Many brilliant Muslim students coming from poor families cannot 
complete their education. This is not only a loss to the Muslim community 
hut it is a loss to the State. On account of wa-iit of financial backing, 5S 

cent, of the people of Bengal cannot contribute their requisite quota, to 
dje cidture of the land. Their proportion in higher education would be a 
help — a great asset to the State. 

In my amendment I have asked for help to the Muslim community to 
ii^ake up their leewmy in scientific and technical education by providing for 
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free tuition, boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, tbe sciences and 
technologies. These are all problems the nation must solve. We have 
not sufhcient scope for meritorious students who have special gifts- or 
qualifications. If they are given proper opportunity, they might be of 
great advantage to the country — they might be ot great service to th(' 
country. Bengal, nay India would profit by the services of these brilliam 
students. I am not thinking of the benefit to the individual, or only to tbe 
community but to the country as a whole. 

My honourable^ friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has referred to the repoits of tin 
Committees and (Vnninissions which, unfortunately by the passage of time, 
have become obsolete. They have become out of date. Tbe si)irit ot fln^ 
time today demands technical education for the masses, facilities for medical 
educatio-n fo tbe masses, faciliiies for agricultural education to the masses 
^ on must ju'ovide for scientific progress. Then and then alone will tluMe 
be true and real Muslim education in tbe ])rovince. The Mussalmaus will 
be benefited by it and the ])iovince as a whole will be benefited by it. 

A separate university means new buildings; you spend hikhs and lakhs 
of rupees over buildings winch are of little use. ' It is our bitter experiem 
— and when I say this my friends on the otlnu' side* will agree with me. tb ii 
there are i)eoi)]e who talk of Madrassas blit they themselves never send tlie;: 
cbiblren to tin* IMadrassas — they are for other peo])le\s children and not fo’ 
their own. That is the position not only of tbe Madrassas but also of otlic 
denominational institutions. These denominational institutions whei'e bo\s 
of only one community are huddled together cannot bav(* tbe nectessary giv^' 
and take that young peo])le need. Tbe spirit of co-o])erati()n , tbe atmos]dit'i(’ 
of freedom and comparative liberty from any kind of communal, ])ersona . 
s(dfish and other interests are more iwc'sent among tin' yontig than the oh) 
If the children and >oung men of tbe different communities are ])ut togetber, 
they pick uj) friendshi])s which last to the end of their lives. In siK'li 
atmos])bere, you can ho])e to build a corporate body. This is of s])eci il 
iin])ortance to Bengal. AA batevc'r baj)])ens elsewbt'ri' in India, in tin'- 
])rovinc(‘ \ ou cannot divide one community from the other. They aia 
unesca])ably mixed with oin* another. Any (]uestion of division or partnimi 
is meaningless luu’e. If we want a division, if w(' want your education ’ ' 
be separated, if we want your territories to be separate, we will arrive' :si 
a ])Osition which will be not only absurd and illogical, it will also li 
impracticable. 

It is a. strange irony of fate that at one time the Hindus of Ih'Ugal Ini'l 
been bitterly op])osed to tb(‘ partition of tbe province. Today tbeie ao* 
ct'i'tain sections of the Hindus who infuf paidition. At one time, it was I Ik 
Muslims or a section of them who fought for tin* jiartition of tin* ]irovince ainl 
noAv tlu'y are o])])osed to it. These* are things which ha])])en eve*ry day m 
politics. The political ])osition of today may become' nonsensical tomoiao*''- 
Honourabh* member of this House, to whichever jiarty or side he ninA 
bele)ng, shoulel renu'inber that in politics, we must always choose the lea-^l 
undesirable eaf the elilh*rent alternatives. The best is eeften beyond e)iu 
capacity. The worst we must avoiel. It is absurd or foolish to take uj) 
position from wliich you cannot witlidraw or resile. AA"e must never tak * 
up a position in which we cannot compromise. Experience shows that 
politics is a matter of continual compromise. 

The resolution which has been moved in this House wants tliat educate 
should ])e separate. Now, Sir, education cannot be sejiarate, Pliilosopliv 
cannot be separate, economics cannot be separate. The same law ‘b 
diminishing return will apply to the money in the pocket of an Englishnuu * 
Scotchman, Mussalman or Hindu. If you are a shareholder, you will ba 
affected if there is anything which will go against the Stock Exchange 
If you are not a shareholder, you are not interested in the question at alb 
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Philosophy and economics cannot be divided on communal lines. If any 
one wants to divide them on communal lines he is just talking through his 
hat. It will fail to serve any community. 

In my amendment I have proposed that meritorious -students should have 
free education. No'w, free education is also an ambiguous term. It would 
exempt you from tuition fees, but^xijho would pay tor the boarding and 
lodging and other things? If the student cannot stay in ('alcutta, free 
education is of no use to him. My suggestion therefore is that for the 
ivally meritorious student, the State must ])rovide everything. Those who 
iiH' able, but not of the first rank, I have put in a different category. 
Stipends should be given to such students. For those who differentiate 
themselves from their fellow students by their merit and excellence, the 
Slate shall take the res])onsil)ility of theii' education and not only give them 
tuition fees but also provide for their boarding and lodging. Tlu* second 
category do not deserve the same assistance and in their case there shoiihl 
he special stipends and scbolarshijis. This should be done on a ]mn‘lv 
educational basis. There are already two universities in Bengal. There 
is the Dacca Tbiiversity and the ( alcutta Tni versify. If each of the 
universities is asked to nominate two educationists, and a Boai’d is formed, 
these gentlemen will sehud the best ])ossible students. Thost' who have 
com(‘ in the first class in the iMatidculation Examination, i.e., those who get 
uliove ()() ])er cent, of marks, automatically come into tin* ]ucture. In their 
( thert' is no qiuvstion of any sided ion Board. Th(‘X select themselves, 

1 slumid say. For cases where the candidates could not do well thi-ough 
snuH‘ mischance, let us havi' a Board liki* this. Aftm- the Boai’d has gone 
through the lists of candidates fit for sjiecial treatment and the sehudion is 
in.uh', x'ery little vill bi' left neiaxssarv tor tbi^ advancmni'nt of Muslim 
iMlucation in the jirovince. You have bud t he ni'Cixssary foundation and \ on 
ha\e given the jirojier direction; you have provided for ever\ student what- 
(■\er education lie reijiiiivs and that is the onl\ method by whiidi Muslim 
education in the jirovince can be advani'ed. 

I will draw the attention of the honourable th(‘ mover to a jiossible 
ceiisefjuence, a jiossible dangiu' ot the suggestion which he has made. Let 
u- lor the sake of argument assume that a Muslim Fniversity is ('stablished . 
A\ell. some jieojile already call the Dacca Fniv('rsity a Muslim Idiiversity. 

1 do not know if that is corre(*t or not. Similarly sonn' j)eo])l(‘ call the 
t alcutta 1 nivei'sity a Hindu I niviu’sitx. 1 do not say anything about it; 
n iiia\ b(‘ trm*; it mav be fals(‘. I am not going into that (juestion of 
coniinunalism luu’e. This is a fact t.hat there are two univ(U'siti(\s in Bengal 
‘Old the (Tovernment of Bengal and the jieojile’s (joveriimmit of Bengal 
lia've a control over both the universit itxs. Eighty jier cent, of the body or 
bie simate oi the Falcutta Fniversity is exen today nominated by the 
t'overnmeiit. The Fovernimmt therefore have a, say in th(‘ affairs of the 
C alcutta Fniversity. They have not made any comjilaint against the 
1 iiiversity so far, 1 believe - and if now tin' (lovernment although apjioinl- 
iiig SI) jicr ctmt, of the nominees, have any coinjilaint against the ('alcutta 
1 Iiiversity, th('y bave only tliemseh^es to thank; they cannot blame anv- 
l"'dy idse. Eighty jier cent, of the nominations are controlled by- the 
Lovernment. If after controlling 80 jicr cent, of the nominations if the 
Lovernimmt can come and say “we are helpless”; if the sujijiortius of the 
Lovernment come and say that they- are heljibxss, (tod only- can helji them 
‘Old I doubt if t‘V('n (tod xvill belji those who do not help thmn selves. You 
<oiitrol 80 j)er cent, of the votes and y-et you cannot control the university 
'dlairs. The same remarks ajijilv to the Dacca University. 

My own ajiproacli to the question is from a different angle, from a broader 
■‘Oigle, I hojno A university-, if it is to be a true university, cannot be a 
^’’nimunal university. A communal university is a contradiction in terms 
''lid has always been a contradiction in terms. My- honourable friend the 
inover of the resolution talked of the spirit and the tradition of Islam. What 
that tradition? The tradition of Islam welcomed everybody-. It never 
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raised any barriers; it broke down barriers and made knowledge available 
to everybody. It invited people from the farthest corners of the world; 
it sent out its own pupils, its own young men to every corner of the worlTl 
to acquire knowledge wherever it could be acquired. Therefore the idea of 
a communal university, the type of university which my honourable friend 
has mentioned, is not a good idea; I think that is not what he actually wants. 
In his speech he made it clear that his o»ly objective is to advance Muslim 
education in the province and to provide special facilities for Muslims because 
they are educationally backward and backward in other respects also. 

With these objects, I think every member of this House will agree; 
every member of this House will agree that there should be special educational 
facilities provided to members of this majority community so that thev 
may be raised to a higher level economically, politically and culturally. 
The Muslims of Bengal have not contributed their proper quota to the cultuK* 
of the pi'ovince and today because of that fact Bengal is poorer, the Hindus 
of Bengal are poorer. Every man of good intentions will admit that special 
educational facilities should be given to the Muslims but they can be givmi 
only along the lines that I have indicated whereas the path which my honoui- 
able friend the mover has suggested is a path which will lead to a quagmire, 
which will lead to destruction and retardation of Muslim education. Muslims 
have much leeway to make in the field of education because of their mistakes 
in the })ast. Today those who have power in their hands, those who exerciM^ 
responsibility, they must know that if again they make mistakes the 
community will not forgive them a second time. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for the words 
beginning with “found a Muslim University in Bengal” and ending with 
“for that j)urpose”, the following be substituted, viz. : — 

“secure the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal specally with 
a view to enable the Muslim community to make up their leeway in scientific* 
and technical education by providing for free tuition, boarding and lodging 
in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and technologies for all meritorious 
students who secure mor(‘ than (!() per cent, maiks in the Matriculation 
Examination of the Calcutta University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, 
Dacca, and the grant of suitable sti])ends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of tvo 
educationisth nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta and Dacca.” 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, while I have every sympathy for 
the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Kabir — 

Mr, ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD : Sir, may I enquire how long you 
are going to continue this subject, because it has been found that the movei 
of the resolution as well as of the amendment were given almost half-an- 
hour each and more than that. Therefore those who support the resolution 
and those who opjiose it would like to get an idea of the time they will he 
allowed to give their views. So let us understand the time that will Ic 
allotted for each speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Fifteen minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Fifteen minutes only? However, Sir, 
as you have already fixed the time limit it is not for me to express an opinion 
on it. My friend op])osite seems very anxious to finish the discussion today 
but it is an important subject and every member should be given facilities 
of expressing his views, taking as much time as he likes. There is no 
hurry to arrive at a decision. But as, Sir, you have given your decision 
fixing a time limit I do not say anything about it. 

I have no hesitation in extending my sympathy to the amendment move<I 
by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. But I rise to record my emphatic 
protest against the main resolution moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. To my 
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mind, Sir, his intention is not at all obscure. His intention is to establish 
a communal Universtiy on the lines of the Aligarh Muslim University. That. 
]s his intention and with that view he has moved his motion for founding a 
Muslim University in Bengal. With regard to the amendment I would 
just say a few words in support before I turn again to the main resolution. 
iJy friend Mr. Kabir was not here for a long time and he is perhaps not 
a\vare that Government has already taken steps to secure the advancement 
oi Muslim education in Bengal by creating a permanent fund for this year 
^vith a sum of ten lakhs for the purpose of giving scholarshijis to meritorious- 
Muslim students, and again after getting the vote passed the Hon’ble the 
( hief Minister had been to Rajshahi where he made a speech and there he 
declared that next year this fund would rise to 15 lakhs particularly for 
facility of advancement of education of Muhammadan students. Now, Sir, 

can only hope that when meritorious students will he found among 
other communities, say, belonging to the scheduled castes or even to the 
(Ms1e Hindus they also will receive adequate assistance; and in respect of 
poor students and whose guardians cannot pay their educational expense, 
(hivernment will see to it that they also get educational facilities for 
conducting their education in colleges. It is certainly a commendable 
amendment and we certainly have sympathy for it. 

With regard to the main resolution I desire to say this that my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has already forgotten that a tremendous transformation 
ahead. Fifteen months hence each and every one of us expects that 
there will he a new constitution and we do not know what will happen iu 
the course of the next 12 months and yet in face of this ]>olitical picture 
helore us I do not understand why he should bring forward a proposal for 
founding a Muslim University, which will require a mint of money and 
then again at a time when the Muslim League is in power in Bengal. T 
think. Sir, I do not exaggerate when I say that there is no democratic 
tiovernment in Bengal — it is a communal Government. Sir, T understand 
th(' anxiety of my friends on the other side; I understand why they are 
iiiixious that there should he a time limit jiut in making speeches. They 
Mm])ly want to lusli this resolution through. Well, they can do so through 
ihc brute majority at their command. But at the san'ie time it would he 
jimnoral to have* a XTniversity like this with the help of your brute majoritv. 
It is a fact, that the minority in Bengal forms 45 per cent, of the pojuilation 
‘Hid we all know also that this minority contributes at least 70 per cent. 

oi Ihe receipts of the province (Mr. AnDrLi.A-An-MAHMooi) : AVliere do^ 

>"U get it?) (jet the actual fact and then question. Now, Sir, 45 

per cent, of the population contribute 70 per cent, of the receipts of the- 
province — this is the position — and by sheer brute majority they want to rush 
li through: they want to estahli.sh a Muslim League rn'iversity. The 
( alcutta University which is the biggest University and the only University 
locognised throughout the world, as you all know. Sir, has Various big* 
oejiartments of Islamic learning and culture in India and thest‘ departments 
ran really satisfy the Muslims in every way. Foi‘ examjile theie is provi- 
"lon there for teaching Islamic law^ and culture and History and whatever 
they would like to know about Islam there is jirovision there in those 
departments of the University. But I do not know why my friends instead 
dt taking advantage of these departments of the University want to havfv 
separate University of their own. A separate University will serve the 
purpose of communalism. If they really want a separate University let 
them develop the Dacca University. But at the present moment to form a 
^(‘parate University has many disadvantages. Sir, after the partition was 
‘^nulled the Dacca University was offered to Muslims and we want to know 
ftow far they have utilised that University to their advantage. Even now 
Jhey can extend the Dacca University according to their own choice, 
Uoyernment having full say in the matter. Why should they want a separate 
hniyersity of their own in spite of this.^^ I have heard Mr. Nur Ahmed 
quoting figures regarding the progress of Muslim students. Those- 
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figures are really condemning the Resolution itself. The educational 
progress which t!ie Muslims have made do not warrant for establishment 
of a separate University. They cannot claim a separate communal 
University. We know as a matter of fact, that the Muslim League Govern- 
ment is keen on having a communal University. There is a proposal to 
acquire a vast piece of land in the neighbourhood of ('alcutta. About 2,000 
bighas of land are going to be acquired for that purpose. Behind this move 
we susi)ect there is an attempt at turning out Muslim graduates galore for 

Oovernmeirt services T mean the Muslim University if and when it 

comes will giant clnnip diplomas to help the students to get to Governmeni 
service. Education will deteriorate. If it is so, it will be highly regrettable. 
All I say is that we have enough of conimunalism in this country. Tliis 
proposed Muslim University will bring forth students who will have sel 
ideas which, I am afraid, will be t)ound to prove a source of great dang(‘r 
to file ])eace and tranquillity and law and order of this province. As an 
instance in point, and a i‘(‘ference has already been made to the students of 
the Aligaidi University, 1 may say that the students of that University insult- 
ed Maulana Azad whih* he was ])assing by the Aligarh station and wIia 
becausi' Maulana Azad holds a ditl'erent jiolitical views. Then again, light!, \ 
or wrongly it is said tliat the Dacca University is under the control of tln^ 
Muslim students. Sir Mirza Ismail was invitcnl by the Vice-Chancellor oi 
the Dacca Univi'rsity to deliver the (.'onvocat ion Address and he was insulti'd 
by the student'^ of tin* Dacca University for no othi'r reason than that he 
was a Nationalist and- not a Leaguer. These' students also insulte'd the lad,\ 
students of that institution when tlu'v w<'re out to celebi’ate some sociai 
functions. So, 1 say tlu'se communal Universities will generate student^ 
of a ty]ie who will jirove a danger to the ])(*act‘ and t raiujuillity and law and 
order of the pI■o^ince. 1 have the strongest objection for an institution like 
this. 

Lastly, we know that the Govei'uim'ut of Bengal is almost a liankrupt. 
We know that as a mattt'r of fact in the cuii'ent year tlu'rc is a deficit of 
Rs.lrl croi'es and tor the next yt*ar, i.e., 1!G7-4<S, the deficit antici]iated i*^ 
12 crores and altogether in two U'ars — Its. 2-') croies to be exact. 
In oi-der to tide ov<‘r this ditHculty, tlu‘ Govei’nment of Bengal apiu'oached 
the (io^ernment of India for subvention but for aught we know that prayer 
for a subvention has bemi retusc'd. 1 wonder why knowing all these iact'^ 
my fi'ieiids on tlu“ o])])o>ite side's want, to have it by brute' nlajority of A'otc''. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Mr. Deputy Uivsident, Sir, T rise to 
lenel my u liolehearted su])])ort te) the r<'se)lution that has beem so ably moveMl 
by my frie'iid Mr. Nur Ahmed. Ne*cessarily, my arguments are all against 
the amendment that has been move*el by Professor Jlumayun Kabir. The 
])assages that haA'e* been re'terred tee by Mr. Nur Ahmeel trom various report^, 
the' ]ie’rcentag'e' e)t e’diication, the fae*ilities offere'el to the' Muslim chilelren 
have be'e'ii lueddly stated by him on the tloeir of this House and the Musliim 
of Bengal luiAe tor a heng time been keenly feeling the necessity of establish- 
ing a Muslim U nive>rsity. Now, Sir, let us under.stand what is the objee^Maon 
in having a Muslim University established in Be'Ugal. Mix Humayun Ivabii 
wants us to feirget e)ur own tradition and culture. Mr. Kabir Avants us U 
believe that the- establishment of a Muslim University will mean the establish- 
ment e)r building of huge buldings Avithout haAlng any specific purpose foi 
the Muslim eelucation. I Avould just remind him as he knows more than 
anybodv else do know Avhether the Muslihis produced tlie best econoniisU- 
matheinaticians, scientists, jioets in the ages when others were enveloped in 
perpetual darkness. Philosophers as well. Ea’cii today if they are 
sufficient facilities, if they get sufficient scope, 1 think they will be able 
compete with anv nation or anybody in the open field. The Muslim^ 
Mr. Kabir said, committed a blunder from the very beginning and that tlie> 
kept themselves aloof when the British Government introduced this EngH^i 
on the soil of India. But Avho is responsible for it.^ Did the Muslims o^ 
their OAvn accord keep themseHes aloof or keej) their. children aloof tiom ^ 
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education which was so much coveted and which they really yearned for 
They in ancient times gained reputation throughout the whole world ami 
foreign writers including the English writers have mentioned that the whole 
of Europe wouU have been enveloped in perpetual darkness but for Muslim 
education and for Mus^lim civilization. Professor Humavuii Kabir wants 
us to believe that this building will^be constructed without servinir anv 
specihc purpo.se for the Muslim education. Now let us understand the 
Htuation There m the ( alcutta University and the Dacca I niversitv. 
He said that the Dacca University was meant to be a Muslim University. 
1 do not agree with his views that the Dacca University was meant to be a 
Muslim University these universities though they might be a little moie 
accommodating only the Dacca University was a little more accommodatiii"- 
in the case of Muslim boys than the Ualciitta University. He has told us 
that when 80 per cent, of the nominations to the body of the Senate id' the 
CaHuita University is done hy the (jovei’iiinent and vet the (’alcutta 
Lnneisity is treated as a Hindu Tjniversity the hlaine is entirely on the 
(jovernment and not on anybody else. But let us not foro-et how tlie dav 
to .lay inlmmistration is run there. 1 think lie lias been in the Senate tor 
a lono^ time. He lias seen how thf‘ administration of the Ualeutta University 
is hem- rim since Its establishment; how many Muslim students have been 
-iven special facilities for higher education, given special seliolarslnps and 
other lungs; ivhether there was ample scope evmi tor the Muslim hoys to 
have their e. ucatioii m the way and in tlie sense their own religion enjoins 
therefore tlmik that if any of my friends opposite thiidvs or many of'theni 
hehf've that the establishment of a Muslim educalional insiilution 1 mean 
llie establishment ot a Muslim University, will only widen the «nilf of 
communal feelings or differences between tlie two communities, (hat is an 
ahsoliitely mistaken idea. Everybody, whether lie is a Hindu or a Muslim, 
must nrst ot all try to iimh'rstaiid his own religion, his own culture 
o\ui civilization, and then only he should try to understand what olhers'say 
yhat others have got to say. Unless and until he is in a jiosition to know 
vhat his religion says or what his culture is, what his traditions are what 
is ns position in the whole world and in the field of education, 1 think his 
outlook will not be widened and hroadmied in the manner mv honourable 
tiieiid Mr. Humayun Ivahir suggests. His arguments were almost based 
on the hnes ot the arguments advanced hy Moiilana Ahul Kalam Azad. I 

practical exjierience and that of everybody 
m the political atmosjiheie thiouglmut the whole of India, nav throughout 
|m wliole world, has lieen surcharged and has been vitiated with the idea 
lont every nation wants to predominate over the oilier. AV(‘ Muslims do 
•t like to predominate the Hindus, who in Bengal form Id per cent, of (he 
'pulation. Ifut we do not like the whole administration as it is heiiin- ruii 
hay although there is a Ministry (Ilie Mu.slim J>eague Ministry as^'it is 
Ned) but I think it will be a mistake to believe that the Muslims of 
'ogal have done anything detrimental to tlie interests of the otlirn- 
emniiiuiiities 11 T get time I will try to show, I would like to move another 
evolution today, how in spite of the fact that a Muslim League Ministry 
^ iaue, they have m inany cases failed or tliey have appeased mv Muslim 
nemls in order to satisfy them. Therefore, Sir, I think the (‘stahlishmeut 
a ^lusiim University, though on its language it might he argued that 
Hui-^luslini institutions might be jeopardised or prejudiced by the interests 
N whole, I think this is an absolutely mistaken idea. My 

I Jcmi Mr. Has says that the ministerial party can ‘ have the resolution 
assed by a brute majority. Well, Sir, brute majority indeed! look at the 
^ 'tie and the other seven provinces and let him not forget wliat other 

legislation must be passed by a 
brT. ^ P '’r 18 to 82. Therefore his argument about a 

hv / appropriate and he has tried to create bitterness 

tin ^ communal issue and question in the matter. We from 

We House do not look at this matter from this angle of vision, 

say that if the Muslims were in a position long ago to govern and also. 
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to teach by their education the whole world, not to speak the non-Musliui 
Bengalee alone, or India alone, why today they should be puf to such 
abjection? Therefore my submission is that the resoluti(^ moved by niy 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has been moved only with a view to give tlie 

Mussalmans more facilities and to give them absolute facilities fof their 

own culture, for their own traditions imparted to them and by their own 

men who are learned in the sphere of education. With these few words I 

support the resolution. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUODOilA: Mr. President, Sir, when I entered the 
Chamber today, I was definitely under the impression that there should he 
no controversy on a simple proposition, namely, the establishment of a 
Muslim University in Bengal. As a matter of fact, in the course of the 
budget discussion I definitely made a complaint against the present Govern- 
ment of Bengal in not having made any provision in the budget for purchase 
of a plot of land to serve as a nucleus for the formation of a Muslim Universitv 
in Bengal. But I am rather suprised to find that my esteemed fricaill 
Mr. Humayun Kabir w^ould be introducing certain things which are not at 
all controversial in character but which might as well be provided for lu 
any Muslim University. We are not against the improvement of the condi- 
tion of Mussalmans in any sphere of life. We want to provide for the 
development of Mussalmans in every walk of life, in every sphere of activilv 
and in every domain of thought. That is what we aim at. But our approach 
to the problem is slightly different and we deeply appreciate the observations 
nf the learned Leader of the Opposition that while the Muslims should be 
, given or provided with all facilities for educational expansion in Bengal, 

' 4he minority communities should also have opportunities for self-expression, 
self-edification and self-development in every possible sphere of life. Sir, 
my friend will not dispute the proposition that Muslims have a distinct 
culture of their own. As a matter of fact Islam has given a new orientation, 
created a new phase of thought, a new' angle of vision, has given a iu*\v 
direction to human tendencies and aspirations, a new conception of human 
life and destiny, altogether new values of things and an entirely new inter- 
pretation of the aim and end of existence. It has given an idiology and 
culture distinct and separate from all other systems of culture that hav(‘ 
prevailed in the w'orld. Islam has given us a civilization, created an outlook 
w'hich is quite consistent with the progressive tendencies of a fast advancing 
community, compatible with the growth and evolution of culture in all its 
glory and beauty. That is the contribution of Islam to the cultural heritage 
of mankind throughout ages. In Islam’s definition of culture enlightenment 
of the heart has been stated to be its essence, truth its principal object, 
inspiration its guide, God its inspirer and the words of man its utterer. 

In otlnu’ words our heart must be chastened, must be purified, musi 1"' 
purged of all dross, so that the stream of truth, the stream of justice, Ibc 
stream of magnanimity, the stream of generosity, the stream of friendslup. 
the stream of fraternity, the stream of brotherhood, the stream of freedom 
may flow' on in its pristine purity. The Islamic culture in its compic- 
heiisiyeness welcomes all classes and communities in the w'orld. It has the 
combination of social, the individual, the material, spiritual, cominiiiml. 
national and international aspects of human life and it fosters the growl n 
of real fraternity and patriotism in humafi society. AVith this culture thec 
will grow' a genuine aspiration for progress, a tendency to rebuild the worbi. 
to reshape it, to remould it and to reintegrate its dying forces towards the 
track of social, moral and political evolution. But the entire Islan'c- 
culture, is a distinct culture. There is a distinct culture for every nation, 
for every class and community. There is a distinct culture for the Hindim, 
there is a distinct culture for the Muslims and there is a distinct culture foi' 
the Germans, there is a distinct culture for the English people and there 
a distinct culture for the French — all of them have their distinct culture'^- 
Before the advent of Islam in Persia the Persians had a civilization hoary 
with ages, though most of their centres of culture had been destroyed after 
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the conquest of Alexander Alie Great. Persia was just bleeding from the 
wounds inflicted on her soul when Islam appeared on the scene. Its 
u])pearance changed the entire atmosphere, revolutionised not merely its 
thoughts and ideas, but also its language and religion and transformed its 
culture and civilization in the most wonderful fashion. It is only after the 
advent .JOf Is}am that we hear of the^, names of Hafiz, Omar Khayyam, Sadi, 
Auwari, Runii, Jami, Khaquani and Quani, that briliant galaxy of stars 
that has shed an ineffable lusture on the literary firmament of Persia raising 
Persia and Persian civilization in the estimation of the whole civilized world. 
]'^lam and its cultural heritage is a legacy for the entire human race. The 
reiorm movements of the Phth and Kith centuries, the movenients of Dadu 
Aanak and Chaitynna felt the impulse of Islam and the great movement 
initiated by Raja Rammohan Roy directly or indirectly derived inspiration 
liom this great fount of thought. Islam has not merely paved tlie way for 
Peuaissance and Reformation in Europe but has also directly or indirectly 
iiilluenced all the socio-religious movements in the world that have followed 
it. I agree with my friend Professor Kabir that we want a natural atmosphere 
i(.i the spontaneous growth of our genius cut oft* from the real sap of 
the soil. Our plastic impressionable children cannot grow and expand to 
the full stature of their manhood, the height of their genius. In this 
connection I am reminded of the memorable words of a great thinker Emer- 
son. “Be thyself — do not, imitate — every heart vibrates to that string. 
Because no kernel of nourishing cores can come to you save by tilling that 
]»articular plot of land which is furnished you by Province. " I tlierefore. 
lilead for a natural atmosphere for the growth of our culture — a natural soil 
lor the growth of the genuine aspirations of our children — a real setting — . 

background against which the magnificent srtucture of our glorious^ 
culture and traditions may again be reared xip. In this natural atmosphere 
we have produced scholars of encycloiioedic range — like Aircema and Averros 
(Babu Ali Sina, Alne Riisho) those characters in human history — who are 
a I once a pride and honour of the entire human race. I have no complaint 
against the Calcutta University. I am myself a product of the Calcutta 
Cniversity. I must not be ungrateful to tha.t University. I drew my 
]Tisi)iration from that University. It is far from me to say anything against 
tills University which has a cultural heritage of its own. It is far from 
me to encroach upon the cultural heritage, the rights and privileges of any 
other community in India. As regards the Hindus, I have always admitted 
that for the last 100 years they have built, a magnificent structure of culture 
<0 which the Muslims also could contribute but for certain circumstances, 
I'T certain political cataclysms, over which we had no control. Sir, 
I'olitical cataclysms after cataclysms dragged Moslems down from the height 
ot glory and eminence, politically, economically and socially. In one or 
two generations they were removed from all positions ol tiust and 
responsibility. It is only for the last 2b years that they are making some 
leeway. The proverty of Muslims is certainly responsible but then character 
m still more responsilile for this degeneration. My friend has stated that if 
the money is provided for the establishment of a Muslim University, that 
'vill be used for buildings only. Now, Sir, we have a peculiar character, 
])eculiar culture, a peculiar tradition, a peculiar ideal, and a peculiar angle 
vision. Sir, I have forgotten to mention one fact, viz., the example of 
Hindi and Urdu languages in India. These two languages look their start 
tfnn the same source, but owing to different traditions different political 
‘•‘J>d cultural associations, different outlooks on life and life’s problems, 
owing to different surroundings they have become two entirely different 
hniguages, Hindi is permeated with Hindu thoughts and associations and 
' rdu with Islamic thoughts, culture, ideologies and traditions. What I 
’oive suggested is that we want a Muslim University for the largest popula- 
tion of this land. They have been so long for natural growth and evolution 
deprived of all facilities and opportunities by the British Government. The 
Jjritish Government had a policy not merely to crush the Muslims politically, 
Hiey had chosen to make inroads on the Muslim culture and traditions as 
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well, up to now not a single Madrassali lias been able*tt) fiu*n*put a. famous 
Muslim. Sir, I have deep appreciation, regard and admit^tipn foj; Moulanu 
Abul Kalam Azad though he belongs to a different party, for ms contribution 
to human culture, his deep education and scholarship. My friends will also 
admit that Maulana Azad also is a product of a Muslim institution^ He was 
not nurtured in the Calcutta, Oxford or Cambridge University i's^jSir, it 
we have a Muslim University, does it suggest for a single moment that 
simply because it is a Muslim University no other community wdll be entitled 
to go there for learning. Sir, any student can go to A1 Hajar, which is a 
Muslim institution and read there. Does not my friend remember that 
during the middle ages students from various parts of Europe flocked to the 
centres of Muslim culture and learing more specially in the cities and towius 
of Spain. In the llenares Hindu University, the Aligarh Muslim University 
students of both the communities also read. Though w^e have been returned 
on separate electorate, we are all mixed up here, working for the common 
welfare of the people. Sir, we have very often pretended to speak oi 
nationalism, but actually in the sphere of life we do not see any sign of it. 
As for instance no Muhammadan has been elected Chairman in any Wc'st 
Bengal munici])ality or district board except perhaps through nomination 
or for the mattei- of that no Hindu has been elected a Cliairman in any East 
Bengal district boai’d. This shows which way the wind blows. I do not 
understand how a protest can be made to the Muslims having university 
of their own. The Muslims have a ciiltun*' a tradition, an ideology, 
an outlook, which is distinct and separate from all other civilihu- 
tions of tlie world. No sensible man in the world will dispute 
this. While discussing one day in a particular conference I had to join 
issue with a friend of mine. Bi'ofessor Humayuu Kabir will appreciate 
my remai'k when 1 say that all religion, all culture, may be the same a^ 
exactly all men are the same in the beginning in as much as they take ilieir 
origin from the source and partake of the same essence. They are gimerall,' 
the same in the beginning but they develoj) si)ecific and distinctive tendencies 
as they unfold themselves in the process of evolution. All streams oi 
culture, all currents of thought, all the constructive force's ot civilization, 
all the systems that have prevailed in the world from time immemorial ha\(‘ 
changed the outlook of human society and have contributc'd to cultuial, 
social and political evolution of all humanity. One common source is tlu'ie 
and the difference lies not in the beginning, but in the process of evolution 
and also at the end. One man is a saint, another an ordinary man and a 
third a rascal although these different men are generically the same, bui 
yet owing to diffeieiit cultural traditions, different associations, differeni 
outlooks, (liffeient surroundings, geographical, political, social, cultuial, 
moral and intellectual, they have developed into two entiielv different beine^ 
and these differences contribute to moulding of an individual or a nation 
in every s])here of life, every domain of thought, wliethei' political, social, 
cultural, moral, national and international. We And that these forces operate 
from different directions. As poet llabindranath Tagore has rightly^ observt il 
the stream of life Avhich is flowing on through all eternity is contributing 
to the development of every single being. Each distinctive culture, eaL'h 
distinctive civilization, each distinctive society, each distinctive outlook, 
each distinctive system of thought has contributed to the building up ' f 
the 'Composite whole. As the human system is an organism composed of a!i 
various organs, each organ contributing to the growth of the whole systcni 
and the organs in its turn determining the growth of individual organ''. 
So also different nations have at different times contributed to the civili/a' 
tion of the whole world and have themselves derived inspiration fn»ai 
various currents of thought that had developed in the past in the various 
regions of the globe, some of these streams ot thought have in course 'd 
time become stagnant and ceased to flow, while others have flowed on, 
soothing and refreshing the world as they have flow^ed on. Therefore 
the name of civilisation, in the name of culture, in the name of humanity? 
and in the name of all that is sublime and noble in human society no obstacle 
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should be ililaced in the path of any nation to develop their culture, their 
civilisation, their glorious traditions and it is time therefoie that none should 
create unnecessary troubles, unnecessary obstacles in llie path of the develop- 
ment of a nation’s distinctive culture. Let each cvJiiire and let each 
civilization develop on its own liiu's. I^et each one contribute to the compo- 
site whole. So all that I submit y^ul plead for is. let the Muslims have 
ia(‘ilities for their cultural expansion, for tlnur expansion in industries, in 
noriculture and in scientific students. They have got to revivi' the niagni- 
tieeiit traditions, the contributions that we have made so long to the Art, 
Aiehitecture, Music, Painting. Philosophy, polity of the entire civilized 
world, the cont labutions tliat the Muslims nnuh* during the Middle ages 
when the Avhole of Eurojie was sunk in darkness of ignorance and ieiidalism, 
let us hel]) them to di'velop that lost heritagi*. dliere is nothing communal 
111 it. there is nothing jiarochial, there is nothing sectional, there is nothing 
.iiit(>-iiatioiial in it. It will be consistent with the ordeied jirogress of 
liiiniaii society, conipatibh* with th(‘ growth and evolution ol human culture. 
’] he piosjierit \ of a countiw , as Imtlier has iightl> pointed out, consists not 
:ii mag nifi(*ent buildings, not in fabulous wealth, not in favourable dissipa- 
tions. not in midnight oigies. not in mild simsatons of the Pallroom, not in 
joolisli talk, not in ])aro(diial patriotism but in its mmi ot «*ducation and 
Miltun'. tlieir (aitholicity of outlook, iheii integrit_\ ot character, honesty 
ol ]»urpose. Let human society lx* raised from tin* chaotic condition in 
\\lijeli exists, let a n(*w ord(‘r of things bt* biought into hm'ng. I(‘t us pla\ 
oui ])art. in the shape of things to come which Avill redound to our ci(‘dit, 
let Hindus and Muslims be jiroud ol our culture and let us de\t*lo]) it. Let 
the Muslims go forward as India, unfolds its glory betoia* us and h‘t us move 
iiom strength to stri'iigth. I havi* pondered and })ond(,'n*d over and over 
iieaiii ovei the conflicting inter(‘sts ol human soei(*t>. over tin* cont rov(*i‘sit‘s 
lining on betwei'ii one communit\ and anothei and 1 havi* always ])h*aded lor 
.1 Itetter understanding, <i d(‘eper reconciliation. Lvi'n from this forum 1 
Mill ])leading for that understanding to solva* the eternal problems of our life 
h\ oiii contributions in the fiidd of science, philosojihy, cultuii* and politics. 
Ihovidi‘nee has (‘lit i listed to ea(*h one ot Us a mission ol Ag(* — (*ach om* has got 
tn iultil tlie purpose tor which lu* has been sent. Each om* ol us belonging 
In the saim* faith has also dili'erent t.(‘nd(*nc\ Iroiii the othei . Prob'ssoi Kabii 
mik] Hadrudduja represent two different tendencies Kabir and Ifadruddoja 
mpirsimt two different tendenci<*s, two difl'ert'iit as])irations in hie; om* 
!inilia]>s wants to lx* a musician, the second a ]iaint(*r, the third an architect 
ni jiliilosopher, and the fourth a statesman, and every one ol them will make 
Ills own contribution to the totality of human history and knowdedge accord- 
ing to ills own light and conviction. Sir, in this connection T am reminded 

"1 ili(* following expression from the Hol,\ (luran “W(* do not burden a 

''"111 excejit beyond its owui capacity”. Each one has got to deveJo]i his 
]'"tentia 1 ity , his possifiility, to the higliest scale of civilisation, so that the 
^\!ir)le Avorld may be enriched by tlie extent of his individual contiifmtion not 
nleT■e]^ to his own society or nationality but to the entire human race in what- 
place or part of the Avorld he might exist. Mussalmans have got to 
dev(*lop their distinctive culture, their distinctive tendencies, and to make 
Hn*ir distinctive contributions to the social, the cultural the moral evolution 
ol mankind as much as the Hindus have got to do so. 

Public Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, w it h your 
l'*‘rmission may I have a special Kesolution 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. If it is tin* jileasure of the Housi* to 
t^'ke up the Privilege Motion regarding the Public Accounts I'omniittee, it 
umy be done now. T would then susjieiid the motion row* before the House 
‘‘^id take up this matter. Is it the general desire of the House ? (Cries of 
.''OS yes”). All right. IVill the Hon’hle I^eader of the Hous(* now move 
die motion? ' 
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The Hon’bie Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Appropriation Accounts for 1944-45 ami the Audit Report for 
194fi and till' Finance Accounts for 1944-45 ami the Audit Report, 1945, 
winch were laid bfdort* fhe (buncil uTider section 1G9 of the Government 
ol India Act, J9.‘>5, on th(‘ 14th March, 1947, he relerred to a Committee 
of Ibiblic Acc'ounts ot tin* Council consisting of — 

^rh(‘ lion 'hie Mj Mohammed Ali, Minister in cliarge of the Department 
of Finance, ('hainnaii, 

Mr. Abdul Hamid ('howdhury, 

Mr. Jjalit Chandra Das, 

Ml. George Moj'gan, 

Mr. Halidas Mazumdar, 

Mr. Hamidiil Hik] ('howdliury, 

Mr. Sliahoodul HiUj, 

Mr. Biren Roy, and 
Mr. Taufiq, 

with instructions to submit tlieir report by the 1st of July, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
(juoium sliall he three. 

1 commend tins rirsolution to the acceptance of tin' House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tin' (juestion befori' the House is that 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I sujiport this motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (|uestion bi'foie tlie House is that the 
Api)ro])riatioii Accounts foi 1944-45 and the Audit Report for 194(i and the 
Finain'e Accounts foi- 1944-45 and the Audit Report foi- 1945 which w'cie 
laid hetoK' tin' ('ouncil under section 169 of tlie Government of India Act. 
19d5, on the 14th Maich 1947, be referred to a (.’ommittee of Public Accounts 
of this Council consisting of: — 

(1) The Hon'hle Mi. Mohannned Ali, Ministi'r in charge of Financ.' 

D e ] ) a rt m e u t , (Itair mu n . 

(/J) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhiiry, 

(d) Mr. Jialit tdiandra Das, 

(4) Mr. George Morgan, 

(5) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(ti) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chownlhury, 

(7 ) Mr. Sliahoodul Huq, 

((S) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 1st of July, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be three. 

Tht' motion was jnit and agreed to. 

Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now resume discussion on the non-offici:' i 
resolution. Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I rise to oppose the resolutica 
moved h} Mr. Nur Ahmed. Ot course. Sir, the speech that has been mad ' 
before me has made me shaky, still rvhen the grim tension between th^" 
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,,,aior community of Bengal and the minority community is showing signs 

laking up, when the minorities of Bengal are feeling that they are being 
lii'glected, a resolution like this should not have been brought belore tbe 
( vuincil. Jt is true that the majority community all hough greater in number 
1 . iinierically are comparatively weaker in education and ma\ ask for better 
t,ii ilities for education, but what cli^s foims tlie majority portion of this 
jiiaior conimunit;s ? It is the poor men living u\ th(' villages. It iv, they 
are in more need of education — the light of niodern education may be 
f\tcnded to them as quickly as possible to make them sociallv anti jmlilically 
(()ii>cious, instead of diverting Ihe entire alttmtion to ihe (‘diication of the 
iiias.ses, tilt' question of the education of children of moneyed and propertied 
iiieii being piishtHl to the forefront with the object ol side-tracking that 
oieat task ahead. The other day the Financ(‘ Min isti ‘1 on th(‘ tfooi' oi this 
Ilouse sought to shelve the main (juestion ot grant lo the t’alcutta Tniversity 
fni Scientific Eesearch exactly on similai consideration 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sanyal, how long you will take to finish? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Brobabl> b or 7 minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case let us .stop here. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, 1 have got two lormal motions to move, ask- 
ing lor time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; All right, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii, 1 beg to move tliat the turn' lor submitting 
ilic 11 ‘port of the Seh'ct ('ommittee on the J^^astmn Bengal and Assam 
Dismderh Bouse ( Amendinimt ) Ibll, J940, be extenih'd to 31st October, 
liOT L also bi“g to move that the time for submitting the report of the 
Scl(^ct C'()mmittce on Ihe Bengal lnd(*cent Advertismnent Bill, 1941), be 
cvtciided to dOtli August, 1947. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasuri' of the Bouse to grant Mr. Nur 
Ahmed permission to extend the time of these two Bills ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes 

Mr. NUR AHMED: W hat about tbe resolution iinilei diseussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is jiostponed; further discussion will take place 
Miter. The Bouse is adjourned till I-4b p.ni. on Monday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday, the 24th March, 
1947. 
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Members absent. 

Tilt*. foJlowiu^ iijonil>ei>» were iibsent irom tlie ineetiu'o' held 
2l8t March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Xauiiiii Kiunju Duttu, 

(d) Mr. Eric JJtuinoi ])o\nc. 

(4) Khau Haliadur Eazal Elialn. 

(5) The Hon' hie Mr. Ahdiil Gohan, 

(G) Sii’ Md. A/izul Haquc, Khan Bahadui 

(7) Mr. Man^'iuraiij Jaipuria, 

(8) Alliadj Klian Bah.nhii Sliaikli Muliainniati Jan, 

(9) Mr. Scd Abdul Majid, 

( 10 ) Mr. Na^'cndia Nalli Mahalanobish . 

(Jl) Mr. J\ II Niniino. 

(12) l)i. Kumud Sankai Ka\ , 

(Jd) Ml. Md. J'auhq, .ind 

(14) Khan Saliib Maiihi W.ihidduzz.on.tri. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947 — No. 23. 


The Council met in the Ceoislative ('hamber ot the Legislative 
lUukling, Calcutta, on Monday, the ‘^4th March, 1^)47, at 1-45 p.m. bein^r 
tilt* t vveiily-tbird day ot the First Session of 11)47, piiisuant to section 
of tile Government of India Act, IDdo. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Roy, k.c.t.e.) was 
in the Chaii-. 


Obituary Reference. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, ma\ 1 uith youi leave 
move a motion. It is my ri‘gret to jilace Ixdore this House a motion like 
tins for its acceptance. 

This (Council jilaces on leiuird its dee]) smise of sonou and loss at the 
(leiiiise of Dr. Md. Azizul Tlaijue, a sitting Meinbei' ot tins House, who in 
the cours(‘ ol his eviuittiii lift* v\as a Minister of tlu' (jONaM'iiinent of Bmigal, 
Sjieakei ol the Bengal Legislative^ Assembly, Vice-Chancellor ol the ( alculta 
Liiivtusit_\ , High CoinmissioiKU* foi India in Jjondon, and a Menibei of the 
Lovernoi-fieiierars Executivi* Council. He was an eiudile sehohu', a 
(caseless worktu, a man of unfailing- courtesy who ]‘ost> to great eminence 
tiiiougli sheer strength of characti'r, uieiit and industr\ . In his (h'ath the 
eoiiiitiN has lost a statesman ol liberal outlook and culturi*. 

Sir, Dr. Md. Azizul Haque whom we saw oiil.\ the otht‘r day sitting 
.'iijoiigst us and wFo helped us from tune to time with his experience and 
liiN wisdom has jiassed awa,\. His death was sudden and calamitous and 
came as a sho(*k to man\ of his friends. There are many (d us liei’e, Sir, 
v\1j() had the juivilege of knowing liim from the time when lie came from 
S:uiti]»ui to Calcutta. Coming from the rural areas h(^ had a wide knowledge 
ci the neeils and reijuiieinmits of the iiiral ])eoj)le and some of his books 
‘'ll (Le subject ])articuiarl^> “The Man Behind the Plough” evince his deep 
>,\nj])ath\ foi the rural population and his concern tor their betteriuent. 
>'^ 11 . Ills death came as a gi’H'Vous shock to us more })ur 1 iculai-iy because it 
"as ,so sudden aud it is not jiossible indeed to express adeijuately oui sense 

loss at his dmnise. 1 place this resolution, Sir, in 3 our hands. W'e feel 
llml a gieat man has jiassed away from amongst us and has left a gap which 
' ojiiot be filled by any one ])aiticularly at this critical moment in our 
{lolitical history. Wc are certain. Sir, that, had God spared him, he would 
h.ive been of the greatest asset to the country but, as He has willed other- 
"]s(', we have to submit to that fate and tliat is all. Sir, that we have to 

. The loss sustained by us is too great indeed for words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this Coumul places on recoid its 
i'cp seiisi' of sorrow and loss at the demise of Dr. Md. Azizul Haque, a 
" ttiuo- Member of this House who, in the coursi* of his eventful life, was 
Minister of the Government of Bengal, Speakm- of the Bengal Legislative 
-^sembly. Vice-Chancellor ol the Cahmtta Cniversity, High Commissioner 
h r India in London, and a Member of the Governor-GeneraTs Executive 
^ "uncil. He was an erudite scholar, a ceaseless woikcu-, a man of unfailing 
Hitesy, who rose to great eminence through sheer strength of characti^r, 
‘nit and industry. In his death the country has lost a statesman of liberal 
rutiook and culture. 
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[24tii Maiu’ii, 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, 1 would assoeiau- 
njyseli and the nienihers ol niy pnrty with the ex})re.ssion ot ct)ndo]ence inaiit 
by the Cliief Minister ot Jient^al on the death of llr. Md. Aziziil Ha(|ii. 
Sir, it was only tin* othcn- da\, I think it was on Friday week t)etore lav 
that we found liini in our midst taking- purl on a ceitain motion wlneh 1 h.i ! 
the honour to make m tliis House, a molion tor reiejeiice to a Comniitl.t^ 
tJie Public’ Ac’.eounts namely the A])pro])riation Acc’ounts with tin* Audit oi\ 
report ttiereoii wJiieh were’ placed on tlie taf)h‘ fiy the IJori’lile the Finamt 
Minister on tiiat day. Sir, we saw him bubbling with energy and m 
sparkling strength and we little thought that his end would be so neai. 
His death reminds us that we are living in the midst ot death and when dt'aili 
comes none can sta,> its hand. Sir, we know the services which have beei) 
recounted in this resolution by the Hon 'hie the Chief Minister in the scene 
of his life drama which has been unfolded. He acted liis part exceeding!) 
well. Sir, I would like to add one word more namely that in his memoiy 
we should adjourn this House and rise for the day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sii , on bell. lit 
of myself and on behalf of the party 1 represent in this House J associate 
myself with all that has fallen from the mouth of the Chief Ministei. 
Hr. Md. Azizul Hacpie was an acquisition to tliis House as a member. He 
was a man of great personality and he was a noble son ot Bengal lor whicli 
the whole of Bengal can be rightly proud of. He was an all-India figure 
and a man of veu’satile ability and through sheer merit he* had risen to the 
highest eminence. His loss is a great loss to Bengal and I think it caiimit 
be filled up within a short time. We only hojie that his soul will rest in 
])eace. 

AVith these words I sup])ort the motion which has been mo\ed b\ the 
diief Minister. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, on behalf of myself and on bch.iH 
of m\ [)ait\ I assoc’iatc m\self with I Ik* .sjiirit and hdter of tlu' motion mosni 
by tile Hoirbh’ tlu‘ ('hied Minister. Sir, in the death of Hi. Md. Azizul 
lia(|Ue I have lost a personal friend W'e were friends for a long tiimu 1 
rememb(‘r in ID-'ld hen a pri\.ite training collegt^ vsaiitiMl aftihation with 
the Calcutta Cniversity under my (‘fforts that ]>ro])osal wa,s turned dou n 
by ( lovernimuit and he was tin* Minister at that time. Although there weie 
differences of o])inion our relations were all cordial. He wa.s a r(>al Bengali 
gentleman. We have lost, a hauler of Bengal of grcuit simjilicit \ . Hi' 
touch. Ins symjiathy with the peasants ami ruial Bengal were known i<' 
everybody, and in him we have lost a great jiolitical figurt*. Jbuigal h.i' 
lost a Ituider and 1 associate myself (Uitii'ely with the resolution sf) al)l) movi I 
ami also with what has falhm from the lijis of the ])revious sjieakei.s. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Mr President, this i.s a great tragedy wliicii 
lias befallen us in Jiengal. 1 pers<mally knew Hi. Azizul HacjUe for vei\ 
manv years indeed and had a veiy high reganl tor his aliility, both as a 
Minister of this Province and as a Commerce Member ol the Vicenty " 
Exocutive ('ouncil. So, on behalf of the Kuiojumii ])arty T cannot refrai’i 
from ex])ressing our grief on the loss ol the late Hr. Azizul Haque, one c' 
Beiigars oinaments and brilliant sons. In this House we always respects i 
him. Ills moderate ^iews and considerate attitude and his determination I'l 
all subjects regarding the welfare of the province and of this country. A ' 
he had, his energy, his .ibility, he gave in the cause ol his ]ieo})h‘. Wr‘i 
this we honour the memorv of one whose disfi anchised spirit will hu.j 
bover in this Begislatui-e. Beyond this I have suffered a ])ersonal loss. I 
have suffer(*d a great ]K*rsonal loss because 1 had a very close contact wit , 
him in many mattm’s in his career as Minister and as Member of t! 
Unvernor-tieneraVs Executive ( 'ouncil. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Ordm-, order. Honourable members of the Hou-' ■ 
it is w’ith a heavy heart that I rise to associate myself with the expression 
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oiief of this House in the loss it has sustained by the death of one of its 
,,,(rst distino'uished members. Dr. Azizul Haque has passed awa\ with 
; a^'ic siuhlenness. ()u]> on Wednesday last he attemled the meeting of 
House and was apparenth in sound health. You can well imagine the 
^iioek and the suipn^e tliat ] ree(*ived when at 11-dll tliat \ eJ'\ nigiit J got, 
, Tele])honic message to the eileet that lie had cerebral hieinorrhage and 
ih.it he had lost c‘on,sciousnt‘ss. He was one ot tliose who nevei spared 
tiiin^elt in tlie seivice of his country. VVlietlier as Vic(‘-( diairman ot the 
Jtivtrict Board of Nadia, as a Membei of the Bengal Legislative Council, 

Hmistei ot this Brovince, as Vice-( 'lianeellor ot ( 'alcntta Cniversity, as 
High Commissioner tor India in London, or a Menihei ot the (ioveinor- 
(Kinuars Executive Council, he gave a very good ac, count ot Imnselt and 
lll■^charged his onerous responsibilities with courage and devotion. In tact 
iiidiistiy and devotion to dut^ were the ke,M»otes of his charactei and the 

motto ot bis lite. He attained success through sheer pm-severance and 

iiidustry. He made a special study of some of our rural problems and as 
the (diief Ministei- has just oliserved, and had dee]> svmpathy for the toiling 
iijillions ot this jirovince. Di . Azizul Haque was a great believer in Hindu 
Muslim unit.\ and evim in these daik days he was o])1iniistic of the solution 
oi this national problem. In his death the countiy has lost a sagacious 
statesman, a great patriot and a man ot culture and wide outlook. I take 
il that it is the unanimous desire of the House that the Uesolution which 
tia^ been moved b\ tin* Chief Minister should be accejded. 

N(»\\. geiith'inen. 1 would reipiest \ on to l ise in >our st'ats as a mark 

ftt respect to the ineinoiy ot the deceased. 

(Att(‘i the niembeis rose in their seats.) 

1 also take it that it is the (h*siie <d tin* House that a message ot 
-vnijiathy .ind eomhdenci* should la* s(‘nt to tin* meinbeis ot the bereaved 
1annl\ and th<it we adjoniii altt‘r this and that tin* otfi(*,e ot the Bengal 
begislatne Council should also rt*main closed as a mark ot resiiect to tin* 
'i/emor\ ot the deceased, 

ft has b(*en sugoested that w t* should meet at 1-ld ]) m tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (hiK toi lomorrou. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y. s 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: And sit ioi t\su honis. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes The House stands adjourned till 1-Jd p.in. 

1 ''imirow. 


Adjournment. 

The ( ouneil ihen adjourned til) 1-ld jum. on Tuesday, the >Jdth March, 
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Members absent. 

Tlie following- iiieiiilK‘rs ^\e^e absent from tlie meeting' of t!ie Couiic 
held on the 24tli March, 1947 : — 

(1 ) Ml-. L. lb S. Boiune, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf AJi fhowdhury, 

(f9) !)]■. Kasimhlin Talukdai. 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Eri(‘ Dermot l>oyne, 

(fi) The Hon'f)le Mi. Abdul Crofrau. 

(7; Ml. Satish ( handra Jana, 

(8) Mr. Maiigturain Jaipuria, 

(9) Alhadj Klian Bahadui Sluiikh Muhamniad Jan, 

(10) Ml . lluma.xun Z. A. Kabii , 

(11) Mr. Syed Abdul Majiif, 

(12) Ml. Nagamdia Nath MalialanobiNh . 

(Id) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(14) l)r. Kuniud Saiikar Ha\ . 

(lb) Miss Etiud Robeil sou . t.s.r.. and 
(10) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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BENGAL legislative COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 24. 


Tiik CoiKciL met in tlie Legislative Cliamber of *the Legislative 
ihulding, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 25th March, 1947, at 1-15 p.in., being the 
Jltb da}' of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 92(2) (a) of the 
(Jovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy Prasaj) Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
111 the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Transfer of the Hindu staff of the Dacca Intermediate College. 

73. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Iloii’ble Minister in eharge of the Education Department be pleased to 
^fat( — 

(^/) if all the Hindu nieiubers on the stall of the Dacca intermediate 
College have been transferred elsewhere; 

(b) if it is a fact that none but Muslim students are being kept on the 

college roll ; 

(c) if it is a fact that the De])artment of Sanskrit in the college has 

been abolished ; and 

id) if it is a policy of the Government to convert the Dacca Intermediate 
College into a college exclusively for the education of Muslim 
boys ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble, 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

{b) Due to communal troubles non-Muslim students have generally left 
ilii^ college on the ground of security. 

(c) A’o, but the I/ecturer in Sanskrit had to be transfeired elsewhere 
f'ltiporarily as there was no student to read Sanskrit. 

(d) Xo, Stej)8 are being taken for constructing the college building 
III a ])]ace where students of both communities may join without much 
fidiiculty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Next question. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, this question may be postponed as the Hon’ble 
Minister is not present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN : I think be 
''ill he coming soon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair should have been informed beforehand 
dint the Hon’ble Minister w'oiild be late. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, tlmt was 
'd the understanding that he would come late. He was to come in time 
hfobably he is held up owing to some unforeseen circumstances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Let the question be postponed. We shall now take 

the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 
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Disturbances at Bogra.^ 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Sir, I want to mention a very urgent 
matter. On the authority of the United Press we have it that due to ihe 
recent disturbances in the town of Bogra most of the merchants of a parti- 
ciiiaj* community as well as some Bengali residents have sent their families 
to safer j)laces. Tlie merchants of a particular community having sold aM iiy 
their stocks of goods such as mustard oil, mustard seed, salt, cocoanut oil, 
etc., the prices^ of those commodities are rising as it is feared that then* 
may not he any further indent of those goods for sometime to come. Tt 
also said that the kerosene dealers have refused to indent kerosene unless 
armed guards are i)Osted at the depots. Quotas for sugar and cloth foi 
March will not he available as the quota-holders are afraid to take deliver; 
of those things. 

^ Sir, T want to know and probably the House may like to know whetln'i 
this statement is correct. If it is so, then it is an alarming situation and 
we would like to know what steps the (iovernment are going to take undei 
these emeregent circumstances. 

Mr. PRESIDENTjl Are Government prepared to throw any light on 
this matter!^ 

The Hon»ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, it will be bn 
the (hvil Supplies Minister to make any such statement but he is not heir 
and is away from (Calcutta. T will communicate this news to him that this 
has been reported to the Council and the members of the Council want thai 
some enquiry should be made to find out what the facts are and to take 
necessary action if the situation is really as reported in the pa])ers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you propose to reply io this questioji 
will you make any short statement? 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No; the ( imI 

Supplies Minister is the Minister concerned and at present he is nol in 
Calcutta, On his return T will request him to make a statement about thb 
matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you expect him to come back? 

The H(>n»ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Within a da; i 
two. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please request him to make a statement as early as 
possibh> if he was to make one. 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: All right. Sir 

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission I be^ 
to move that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be referred to a Seletl 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

( 2 ) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(6) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.E., 

(7) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Koy, 

(10) Pai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, „ 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th April. The number of 
members whose presence will be necessary to constitute a quorum shall he 
five. 
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Sir, the Bill is designed to saf^guard the rights and interests of a class 
of non-agricultural tenadts of Calcutta commonly known as thika tenants. 
They consist mostly of petty traders, draftsmen, factory workers, milkmen, 
drivers, carters, menials and others of similar callings of slender means. 
They take settlement of the lands from the landlords' agreeing to pay rent 
at tile stipulated monthly rate which widely varies from locality to locality, 
(lenerally, no premium is paid for s?tich settlement. The tenants themselves 
erect their own structures or huts which may he of all sorts excepting that 
110 pucca roofing is allowed. In any case they play the role of middlemen 
bv letting out huts to sub-tenants while retaining a small portion thereof 
tor their own use and occupation. Under the existing law namely, the 
Transfer of Property Act, they are ejectable with 15 days notice ending 
within a month. The cases of these tenants is different in many respects 
from that of non-agricultural tenants in the rest of the Ih’ovince, and it has 
been brought to the notice of the Government that, taking advantage of the 
Indpless position of this class of tenants the landlords systematically exploit 
tliem by resorting to the coercive measures of arbitrary eviction and enhance- 
i)ie]]t of rent. There has been a persistent demand for safeguarding their 
legitimate interests and rights and Government after very careful enquiries- 
mb) the matter are satisfied that such tenants are in need of protection 
])articularly against arbitrary eviction and enhancement of rent. The Pill 
has been designed with this object in view. 

With th(‘se words I commend my motion for reference of tin* Pill to a 
Select Committee for acceptance of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the (hlcutta Thika Tenancy 
Pill, 1947, b(‘ referred to a Select Committee consisting of— 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, 

(d) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(()) Ml'. George Morgan, c.i.E., 

(7) Mr. Satish Cliandra Sen, 

(S) Ml'. Pan kirn (liandra Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Koy, 

(H)j Kai Pahadur Projendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(^11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th of A])ril. i h(‘ number 
of members whose presence sliail be necessary to constitute a ((uoium shall 
he five. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: T beg to move that th(‘ ('alciitta 
dhika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
th(‘reon by the 31st July, 1947. 

Mr. President, Sir, in moving my motion it is not m.v intention 
lo obstruct the passage of the Pill, lii the days of democracy it is proper 
that persons likely to be affected by a Pill .should know beforehand what 
is going to be done and be given an opportunity to expiess tludi ojiinion 
Ihereon. This Bill concerns the landlords and tenants of Calcutta and 
iiearabouts and it is not difficult to get the opinion from some representative 
body of those people and that can be done comparatively quickly. TVith 
'•iicii opinion before them a select committee will be in a better position 
b) consider the pvos and cons of the Bill and arrive at tentative conclusions. 
And by so doing a lot of amendments may be avoided and the Bill may also 
have an easy sail through the legislature. It is with this idea in. mind that 
1 request the House to accept my motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Calcutta Thika Tenanr\- 
Bill, 1947, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv tli^^ 
dlst July, 1947. 

Mr. Nahar, are you ^^oin^ to speak on this motion or to move your own 
amendment? 

Mr. BUOY ^INGH NAHAR: No, Sir, 1 will neither speak noi- ino\r 
my own amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, unless the oppositioii wislu's 
to delay llie ])assas‘e of a measure that will do good to the poor people, f 
would only re(juest my friend not to press his motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House that the Bill hv 
circulated for the j)urpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 81st July, 1947, 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, I shall put the original motion. The ques- 
tion before ilu* House is that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, hr 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Mohammad Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(0) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankiin Chandra Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th of April 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute .i 
quorum shall be five. 

. (The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Discussian of Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission T wish to make a few 
observations on the supplementary estimates piesented to this House, ft 
is the biggest sum, tliat is Rs.7 crores, tor which the sui)plementary estinialc^ 
are being ])resente(l to this house. This grant amounts to the lialf of the 
Bengal’s total income of the year 1920-21. 1 do not like to touch on ai! 
the points. 1 will touch on the grants under Police. Rs.30 lakhs has been 
budgeted for police in this supplementary. Whatever expenditure madr 
and added to this ever-growing force and the ever-growing expenditure, 
the police force in Bengal will not be sufficient to give sufficient security 
and protection to the masses of Bengal so that they can peacefully carr\ 
on their own business and march on the path of progress peacefully. A 
comparison with expenditures made by other provinces of India with 
larger ar<*a than Bengal shows that Bengal spend the largest sum on Police 
This sum which was 1.^ lakhs at the beginning of the provincial autonom\ 
has increased year by year and it has now exceeded 4 crores of rupees. It 
is most discpiieting and some other device should be found for giving protee- 
tion and security to the people. A suggestion may be made when 
independence looms large in the sky and Bengal should be prepared for that. 
I find from the reading of the constitution of Canada, Australia and other 
federated States that apart from federal army, each individual State has 
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their own militia, a national militia for local pnrposes for peace and order. 
]n Benf^’al similar attempt was made with home guard organisation which 
was initiated during the war and it did excellent work during emergency. 
Put all on a sudden it has heen disbanded and my humble appeal to the 
Ministry is that it should consider some such measure which would help 
to raise a voluntary defence force of some tiling like that. That force 
..iioiild be composed of both the communities of Bengal, so that both the 
( (unmnnities can have confidence in that force. Recently I find Bombay 
has passed a specific Act for the Home Guard Organisation and a Bill ha's 
])e(ni introduced in the United Provinces legislature also for this purpose. 
1 hope that such voluntary national defenc(‘ forces should be* laised in Bengal 
,so that Bengal’s expenditure on police may not be further increas'ul inid 
there may be sufficient defence forces to protect the people. 

roming to the General Administration, I find under this head the 
( xpeiiditure^ is the heaviest in comparison to the other Provinces. But the 
howlands Enquiry Gommittee and other rommittees which have gone into 
the Administration of Bengal, their deliberate finding is that Bengal is 
iniderstatfed, when compared with the Punjab, Madras and other Provinces 
it comparison is made in many matters Bengal will be found to be under- 
.i;iffed. As for example the Gircle Officers have to look to laro-er aivas 
th.in in the Punjab and Madras. There is no doubt about this position A 
s.Hing enquiry should be made into the expenditure on the General 
Administration Budget to see whether any retrenchment could be made or 
not. I have gone through the report of the Howlands Gommittee and T am 
sci'ptic about some of their recommendations. In these days when there is 
a timdency of decentralisation, this Gommittee in most (mses recommended 
foi centralisation and this centralisation is the cause of all inethciencies 
As a result of their recommendation centralisation is going on in the Bengal 
Secretariat and those who are conversant with the inner workings of the 
Secretariat know that this results into confusion and also make the Hon’lile 
Ministers except the Chief Minister to be so many glorified clerks The 
result Inns been that there is no initiative in many matters. Tt is time to look 
into their recommendations from a popular point of view and to see whether 
ilicv may not be put to an end. This increase in expendituie is due to the 
^Jiving effect to the recommendations of the Rowlands Gommittc'e’s Iteport. 

1 now come to another important matter, namely, Muslim education 
J liavo already stressed on this point in this House tin* other day when I 
produced figures and said that Rs.4,r)0,000 is a very small suin foi tlie 
('diication of the Muslims. That has been admitted by the Finance Minister 
and 1 think that in future larger sums will be allotted for this imrpose! 
Jhp requirements of the Muslims in Bengal is so large and tlnu’r backward- 
ness m education is so immense that they rccpiire every ludp fiom (.very 
dnarter to make up their deficiencies. Sir, when India’ is goiio. fn be 
nulependent very soon it Avill be necessary that every citizen of Benn-al 
s lould be fully equipped at least having got his elementary literacy 
niinimum literacy, so that they may be at least tolerably equiiiped to take 
nn intelligent part in the administration of the Province. Sir, from that 
point of view Muslim education should be encouraged in every way. 

P I touch on any other point except Famine, 

-^'penditure on Famine, I am glad to .see, has been incn'a.sed and thaf is a 
J'Uidable adventure, I must say, and for that our Ministers deserve special 
congratulation from the masses. Sir, there was a time when very little 
Mirna used to be spent during the period of Famine. Now a larger amount 
being spent on Famine and other Relief. This system should be syste- 
natised in such a way so that those who are really needy do get real benefit, 
j onietimes the money spent is not well spent. So my appeal to the Ministry 
to evolve some unified system so that the money may be well spent. 

sum has been allotted in the Additional Budget for Agri- 
tural Loans. The system of distributing loans to agriculturists is Ttill 
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old and on an archaic method the loans are distributed. Sir, it is imperatively 
necessary, in view of the larger provision for Ap'ricultural Loans, that some 
suitable system sucli as tlie Apricole system wliieh is very successful 
working in Egypt, should be introduced in Bengal or by amending 8oiii,> 
of the provisions of the Act some such system should be evolved so that tln^se 
loans may be realised automatically. In the Punjab I find that the Agri- 
cultural Loans advanced are smtcessfully realised and really the peasants 
are benefited by them. But here there are difficulties. Here the agri- 
culturists hav(' to apply for and repay the agricultural loans jointly and tlir 
difficulty lies in this. Tlit're are very few land mortgage banks in Bengal. 
Land mortgage banks are working very successfully in Madras and tlierp 
are central land mortgage banks and under it there are many branch mortgage 
banks and the Madras banks raise capital by issuing bonds and other certi- 
ficates and they are working v(*rv successfully ns T find from the reports 
Sir, Land mortgage banks should be established in Bengal, central as well 
as local banks, and an attempt should be made to lend money to Ibe ag?i- 
culturists of Bengal or Agricole, that is, a sort of co-operative society 
through which loans are distributed in Egypt and in some other countries. 
These are mv suggestions on the supplementary budget and I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance will consider them. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, the supph 
mentary estimate of the Hon’ble Finance ^Minister is a novel one — and tli(‘ 
novelty lies in its irregular ])roeedure which is contrary to all parliamentary 
practi(‘e, that is, placing demands Ixd’ore the House when the expendituiv 
was alrejidv incurred and no unforeseen emergency was ])rovided for. Tlip 
way in which things are being rushed through the House in tluyse days and 
crores of ru])t‘(‘s are beiiig sanctioned l(*ads one to think that perhaps tlnur 
was only one community in Bengal and tluu’e was only one party rule. Tlip 
rightful claim of the opposition to be consulted in alj important matters 
is giv('n th<‘ go-by and bills are being swallowed down the throats of the 
opposition in utter disregard of their opinions, feelings, sentiments and 
above all the security of their life and property and the honour of their 
womenfolk. 

The ])royision of three cror(‘s for faniiiu* relief is welcome if the 
Ministry really means business. But a huge sum nearly equal to the yearU 
reveniK' of the ])re-war Assam Government and of the Calcutta Corporation 
if spent simply to keep the Muslim League house in order, will be an utterly 
calamitious scandal for the Ministry when already the audit is lookin'’ 
askance at the nndhod of their s])ending. Huge sums are earmarked for the 
relief of famine but the masses are where they were. 

The provision of more money for Police is an open admission of the 
defeatist position of the Ministry. Is the excess money required for brine- 
ing in the Panjabi Muslims to terrorise the sons of the Province — ^Hindn^ 
and Muslims — because brother fought against brothers. The money 
being paid by those in whose utter distress and danger to life and property 
and women’s honour, the very Police is conspicuous by its absence and 
indifference. 

The provision of sup])lementary grant for education of Muslim is a shame- 
less betrayal of a communal mentality. If this provision is only becaii-^’ 
the Muslims are backward in education, and science, may I a.sk the Hon’hle 
Minister one (juestion P If the Muslims are backward in education, 
culture, tradition and wealth, in political consciousness, on what groumh 
do they claim to rule over this fair Province of Bengal? This brute majoritv 
and its brutal expression in Noakhali and other places will testify tn tl'f' 
efficiency of the administration for the future generation when a history 
of this comes to be written. 

The Finance Mini.ster seems to be a bit dejected at the flat refusal of th^ 
Centre for subvention. If Bengal cannot make both ends meet 'when 
has not to incur expenditure on the defence, railways, posts and telegraphSf 
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liow can she attain her financial solvency in an idependent Bengal — the 
dream land of the present Ministry of which the Finance Minister drew a 
losv picture forgetting all the while that every rose has its thorns. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any other speaker? Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before I actually reply to 
<he debate on the supplementary estfniates lor 194(1-47, I want to state that 
^onie misrepresentation or misunderstanding has arisen out of my reply to 
the budget debate in this House. Some newspapers have said that 1 stated 
that Bengal would be the richest and most progressive province' not only 
111 India luit in Asia with a revenue of 400 crores. But what I actually 
stated is what has been reported correctly in one neAvspaper only, namely, 
the “Statesman”, that at the present moment Bengal is paying over a crore 
of rupees to the (’entre. And that 1 visualised that in the future set up 
when Bengal would be free from the domination of the Centre or of any 
loreign power, we may have a budget framed with a revenue of Its. 200 
crores. That is what I said and 1 wanted to clarify my position before 1 
take part in the actual debate. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the points jaised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar — 
li(' said that the census in Bengal was manipulated and therefore these figures 
do not reflect the actual figures of Hindus and Muslims. Mr. Mazumdar is 
jiot here today, but 1 may .say for the information of the House that no 
doubt there was some amount of political agitation for getting some 
advantage out of the census of 1941. But the fact remains that in the 
IhoviiH’e we have a much larger number of non-Muslim olticers tlian Muslim 
otlicers. In the census operation of 1941 jiersons entrusted with the task 
mostly non-Muslims and Muslims were in minority and thert'fore if the 
census figures of 1941 showed a Muslim majority of o4 or oo it is not only 
collect but if tliere is any error that error lias gone towards deflation and 
not towards inflation. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das said that the sujiplementary estimates of the 
budget should be presented to the Housi' hi'tore the I'xpenses are actually 
nicuried. Theoretically I agree that it is a very soupd proposition but in 
luaclice it cannot be observi'd. It has neither bei'ii jiractised in this House 
or in other House and it is only when emergency arises and it is only when 
tlovernment are faced with certain emergent expenses which were not 
ioieseen when the original budget was presented that excess expenditure has 
to he incurred, when the Legislature is not in session. Therefore invariably 
the practice in Bengal has been to present the supplementary estimates after 
tli(\> are incurred. But I agree that it should be the Government’s objective 
to present these supplementary estimates as soon after as the expenses are 
incurred. I can assure the House that Government will always try to 
present these supplementary estimates either in the monsoon session or in 
the early November-December session. This year of course there has been 
a departure because of the fact that when this Ministry assumed ofldee the 
budget for 194G-47 had already been certified by His Excellency the Governor 
ol Bengal and the budget estimates for 1940-47 had to be presented by 
Government in July session. Therefore it is quite natural that our time- 
table had to be changed and the supplementary estimates had to be presented 
during the budget session of 1947-48. 

Next, Sir, comes the question that under the head “Famine” we have 
made provision of Ralston, milk powder and dehydrated potatoes — whether 
these items of expenditure is justified or not. To this I would say that last 
3 ear there was an apprehension of scarcity of food in the Province. 
Government after the bitter experience of 1943, for which this Ministry was 
^^et at all responsible, had to take extra precautionary measures to see that 
Gie unfortunate happenings of 1943 did not recur again and therefore 
Government had to buy these foodstuffs which would enable Government to 
provide additional food grains and foodstuffs for the people of the province. 
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Sir, “Ralston” is, I believe, a cereal food which can be served as 
a porridge and it was felt that this being rich in vitamin contents 
would be utilised iu food canteens as gruel and that would be able to 
supplement the scarcity of food which might have taken place in the Province 
last year. For the same purpose Government had to buy large quantitncs 
of dehydrated potatoes. All these steps had been taken in the nature of 
a famine insurance, and it was a famine insurance which Government had 
to adopt iu view of the fact that tlie food position last year was very alarm- 
ing. Most of the foodstuff has been utilised and Government actually had 
to spend more money than w^as anticipated. I hope the honourable members 
of the House would agree that the Government could not foresee that the 
difficulty would he tided over so easily and Government w^ould be able to 
harness all the available resources of the province in n manner so as to keep 
down scarcity of food in the Province. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also mention- 
ed that we were importing large number of Punjabi cr-service men as police. 
Now% Sir, this point has been cleared up by the Hon’ble the Chief Ministei' 
in the other House sometime back. For the information of the honourable 
members of this House I may say that the percentage of Muslims in the 
Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police was about 5 to 6 per cent, during the 
unfortunate happenings of August IGth to 19th. The Muslim population 
of Calcutta felt that the police should reflect actually the population in the 
Province so that there may be e(iual amount of confidence and a feeling oi 
security among the Hindus and Muslims. I have not the figures readilv 
available with me just now but T might say tlfat as far as I remember in 
the Armed Branch oi the Calcutta Police there were 1,200 non-Muslim^ 
mostly Gurkhas and only 08 to 70 Muslims. That was the reason why vc 
could not ])()st communally balanced armed pickets at strategic points. In 
order to do that we must have Muslim policemen. (Mr. Bankjm Ciiandka 
])UTT\: But why from abroad:^) Yes, it may be said why we could not 
recruit from lieie but the difficulty was that we were faced with an emergencv 
when Govcuiiment j’eciuired trained policemen — policemen with at least :• 
couple of years’ training. In order to train them as armed policemen the} 
must be fully conversant with the use of firearms, must be gobd marksmen 
and all these ([ualities cannot be acquired in a single day and therefore we 
had to adopi this ■{)olicy as an emergency measure so that trained men might 
be immediately available for strengthening the armed police in this metro- 
polis. In order to augment the armed force of the Calcutta Police tho.>c 
people w'ere recruited from the disbanded military personnel. Even after 
this recruitment the Muslims wdll form not even 40 per cent, of the Force 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also mentioned about the hostel for the students of 
the Scheduled Castes. Government are trying to do their best in order to 
encourage education among the Scheduled Castes and to give facilities foi 
the education of the backward and minority communities. A hostel for the 
Scheduled Castes has been provided in Calcutta. There Avas the Tayloi 
Hosted which was in the occupation of Muslim students but because that 
hostel happened to be situated in an area which was entirely non-Mmslim, 
tile Muslim students left that hostel and are now being accommodated ehse- 
wdiere and that hostel has lieen given to the Scheduled caste students ol 
Calcutta. In addition to this there are other messes' and hostels available 
for Scheduled Caste students. If Government feels that there is necessitv 
for increasing the hostel accommodation for Scheduled Caste students 1 
can assure the House that Government will not hesitate to provide such 
additional facilities for the education of a community wLich is acknowledged 
by all sections of the House to be backward. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Patiram Roy says that the people in Bengal are worse off 
than the condition of the Bihar refugees and Bengal’s money cannot be 
spent for non-Bengalees. This accusation comes from Mr. Patiram Rov 
who belongs to a party wdiich has been advocating the cause of a 
India. They maintain that there should be no division of India. The> 
further maintain that this country is inhabited by one nation. If that be 
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go I cannot understand how Mr. Patiram Roy seeks to create a separate 
nation of the Bengalees. I think he cannot blow hot and cold in the same 
bioath and therefore he must be consistent. If he says that India is one 
and it is inhabited by the people of only one nation he cannot at the same 
time differentiate a Bengalee from a ^on-Bengalee. But if on the other 
baud he thinks that Bengal is inhabited by a separate nation namely the 
briigalees then he cannot take his stand on the one-nation-theory. Let 
In 111 be consistent. That is my answer to his observations on this point. 
Ht* then says that the provision for Scheduled Castes education is inadequate. 
I may point out to him that tliere was a provisitm of o laklis of rupees for 
a .special Scheduled Castes Education Fund and this fund has been in 
eMstence for the last 8 years. This year the present Ministry has increased 
tlie allotment by another 5 lakhs, i.e., the allotment has been doubled and 
lli»' present allotment for the year 1947-48 would be 10 lakbs and therefore 
I ihink Mr. Patiram Roy cannot make any grievance out of Ihe fact that 
Government are not providing extra money for the education of the Scheduled 
Caste boys. So far as tlie administration of tlu‘ fund is concerned, 1 think 
Mi. Patiram Roy is aware of the fact that the fund is administered by a 
.sjircial committee, and there is also a special officer for the education of the 
S< heduled Castes. And therefore so far as the encouragimimit of education 
[imong the Scheduled C'asteii is concern(‘d, this matter is entirely in the 
liiimls of non-officials and officials belonging to Ihe Scheduled Castes 
cominunitj". Therefore, his charge that this matter is Ixdng negl(‘cted by 
Gnvernnieiit, does not, in my o])inion, hold any water. 

Now, 1 conu‘ to Ml'. Nur Ahm(‘<Cs observations. H(“ says fhat Bengal 
Spends tlie largest amount on Police. I liave not made a (*-omi)arative state- 
ment of allotment under the bead Police of the different Provinces. I admit 
that and therefore 1 have to accept as fact the statement of Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
but I must tell Mr. Nur Ahmed that Bengal at the present moment, in the 
pi ('sent political context nec'dh a large p(dice force in older to maintain the 
]i(MC(' and tranquillity in the Province' and tluMefeire no member in this 
liiuisp should giudgt* extia provision for strengthening tlu' jiolice fore'e. 
I'oi the progress and develo])ment of this country it is (*ssential that there 
ijiiisl be absolute tianquillity and absedute* law and order in the ]*rovirice 
ami if there is any dist inbance, any kind of lawlessness, all developimuit 
s(ti('nies and all progress of this Province will be retarded, ddieiefore it is 
t’sspiifial, I sliould say it is of ])aram()unt importance that we must make 
i^'^'iy elfort to see that law and order is maintained in the Province and 
d iK^cessary — 1 don’t speak of this amount — if it is necessary that further 
Minis should bt* spent in order to achieve tliat objective I am sine we shall 
liave the support of all members of this House in our endeavour to see that 
and order is maintained and for that purjiose extra money if neeessaiy 
■‘^Imiild be spent. He has of course givtm some suggestinu tliaf some 
UK'asures should he devised to give security and protection to the jieojde. 
I :igree with him that we should do our utmost to give security and ])rotec- 
to the people of this Provinc(‘. He has referred to Bonihay legardiiig 
llunie Guards and about the Bill which is jiending Ix'tore the I'nifi'd 
Ihovinces Assembly for tlie formation of a Home Guard organisation in that 
hniviiipe. He has not mentioned the fact that even in Bengal the present 
Government have under contemplation a scheme for some volunteer orgariisa- 
tiori in rural areas and it may he Home Guards or it may he Village Defence 
I'uriies, call it by what name you will. But it is the intention of Govern- 
nonit to set up volunteer organisations in the mofussil areas for strengthen- 
the hands of the police and for maintaining law and ordei-. As I have 
I entirely agree that such a volunteer organisation should enjoy the 
f’<»iifidence and trust of every section of tlie peyiole inhabiting tliis Province 
uikI therefore it should he composed not only of Hindus and Muslims hut 

Ihe Scheduled Castes and all the minorities living in this Province, and 
only if we are successful in setting up such volunteer organisations 
th.tt the real purpose of our setting up such an agency will be served. I 
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entirely agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed and thank him for his suggestion. He 
has said that so far as the general administration is concerned Government 
should make an enquiry regarding retrenchment in it. Members of tins 
House will remember that when T presented the budget estimates for 1947-48 
I sounded a note of warning. I .said that if the recommendations of ihe 
Pay Revision Commission are accepted then we may have to face additional 
expenditure of six crores of rupees, but at the same time T suggested that 
Government will have to examine the present set-up of Government's 
machinery and will have to find out whether we may be able tf) effect aiiv 
retrenchment in it. The policy of Government will be to see that efficiency 
is increased but at the same time if there is any surplus manpower that 
should be curtaile»l. We propose to give all persons an adequate salary, 
but at the same tim(‘ we should also see that the fullest return for that 
expenditure is obtained by Government. Therefore I agree with Mi‘. Ntu 
Ahmed that Government should examine this question very careful l.\ and 
I can assure the House that Government are fully alive to tliis fact tiial 
there is need for a tliorough over-hauling and examination of Government's 
departmental machinery with a view to finding out (a) whethei- the pieseiit 
set-up is adequate, and if not, how it should be made adeciuate, and (Ai. 
whether the scales of pay of Government em})loyees are sufficient or not. 
1 agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that the system of making advances for agri- 
cultural purposes, namely, agricultural loans, is antiquated and public mone\ 
lent to cultivators becomes bad becau.se of the fact that those monies hav(‘ 
been advanced by Govcuaiment officers in a most haphazard manner and 
without du(‘ regard to juoper arrangements for tlndr recovery. Government 
are however now trying to make re-arrangements regarding their recover\ 
It is known to members of this House that Government propose to amend 
the Public Demands Recovery Act with a view to bringing within tin* 
purvit‘w of tlie Act certain advances already made by Government so that 
the money may be recovered from the agriculturists under the provisions ot 
the Public Demands Recov(*ry Act and if this is done, then the mone> , a 
major ]) 0 ]'tion of which has become almost uni’ecoverable, will come hack 
to the coffers of Governnnmt , and 1 agna* with Mr. Nur Ahmed that Ihi^ 
proposition be examined as to whether the existing system of advances Ic 
agriculturists is good or whether it should be made through the agcmcy (•! 
co-ojterative societies or through properly constituted Land Mortgage Banks 
I personally agr(‘e with Mr. Nur Ahmed that the co-operative movement 
wiiich is capable of doing a lot of good H) the people has not worked up 
to the ideal wliich was thought of, but it is a movement which is certainly 
capable of didivering the goods to the agriculturists of the Province, and 
I am personally of opinion that this Department of Government slioiild 
require ])ropt‘r overhauling and jiroper reorganisation so that the co-operative 
societies may function entirely for the benefit of the people. Sir, now f 
<-ome to Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy. He has said that it is a novel 
practice ado])ted by Government inasmuch as the supplementary demanih 
are presented after the expenditure has alieady been incurred. But I ha^e 
already replied to that jioint. Then, Sir, he said that we are administering 
the Province on a communal ba.sis and that there is a communal, — fine pait,\ 
and one community Government. 1 would like to point out to him ho^' 
mistaken, how ei’roneous and how wrong he is. I can say this without an\ 
tear of contradiction that Bengal is the one Province in India in which tht iv 
is a broad-based Ministry. Most other provinces — take for example Bonib.i) 
there is one-party Government and one-community Government. Then tuku 
Madras, it has got a om‘-party and one-community Government. 
<Mr. lUxKiM (T].\x<I)iia Dxttta : What about Bihar P) Yes, in Bihar tlnuv 
is one party Government. In the Pnited Provinces there is one-}>arr> 
Government. Of course in the Punjab there is no responsible Governimutt 
now: there is Section 9d. Then, Sir, even in Sind there is one-jiartN 
Government. In Bengal, though it is a Muslim League Ministry, the 
personnel of the Ministry is not composed entirely of Muslims. In Beng'l 
we have a ( abinet in wdiich Caste Hindus represent — in which Schedule'! 
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Castes represent and we have representatives of the Muslim League. There- 
fore the Bengal Ministry is the most broad-based Ministrv^ in India today 
and it is composed of Muslims, Caste-Hindu and Scheduled Castes and it is 
oot a one-party Ministry. (Mr. Buoy Singh Nahah: To which party 
Mr. Tarak Nath Miikherji belongs y) It is not a one party Ministry in that 
sense. 1 want to tell you, Sir, thaf if the Muslim League wanted they 
could have a purely Muslim League Ministry without any Caste Hnidus, or 
without a Scheduled Caste and they could always maintain a stable 
Ministry. But the Muslim League point of view is that represmitation must 
be given to all communities. Muslim League does not want to dominate 
over others and does not want to inflict one community rule on the Hindus. 
As I have said during the budget debate, Muslims have no intention of 
dominating over other communities and they expect that similarly Hindus 
should not want to dominate over the Muslims in this Province. But the 
same cannot be said of othei- Provinces where ('ongTess have one-party 
Government. In the two major presidencies in India (-ongress have one- 
party and one community Government. So look how generous, how broad- 
minded the Muslim League Ministry in Bengal is. 1 hope Mr. Dutta could 
liave said the same of the Congress. 

I think, Sir, 1 have dealt Avitli all the points that have been raised in the 
debate. Of course as Mr. Haridas Mazumdar pointed out, this is actually 
in the natui’e of post-mortmii (‘xamination because the sui)t)lementary budget 
lias been passed and also has been authenticated by His Excellency the 
Governor. With these words I thank \ou, Sir, for giving me time to speak 
jjnd the members for giving me a patient Jiearing, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, ord(‘r, tin* Houst^ stands adjourned till 1-45 
p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council tln'ii adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 2flth 
March, 1947 : — 
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Members absent. 

The foJIowing* members were absent from the meetinff held on the 25tii 
March, 1947;— 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Eric Dermot Boyne, 

(3) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gotran, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(5) Alhadj Khan Ihiliadur Shaikh Muhtunmad Jan, 

(6) Mr. Humnyun Z. A. Kahir, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Na^endra Natli Mahalanobish. 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(10) Br. Kumnd Sankar Ra\ , 

(11 j Haji Md. Yusuf, and 
(12) Mr. Lalit C’handra Bas. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 25. 


TiiL ('()l^ClI inel ill ilu‘ Legislative ( haiiilier of tlie Le^^hslut i v(' Hiiild- 
('alfUiHa, on AV(‘(lnes(la\ tiie ‘JfJtli March, 1!)47 at l-4o fi.in. Ihmii”- the 
4:i\ ol tlie b’lisl St'^slen oi l!i47, ]mr‘«uaiit to section (>‘J (.‘J ) (o ) ot the 
v' MiHH'nt ol linha Act, Ih-lo. 

Mi rM'^ideiil (the llon'hle Sir lh.i()\ Pk'asvd Sim,ii IJov, iv.c.i.K.) was 
Ji; I lie ('hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Relief work in Noakhali by Mrs. Sucheta Kripalani, wife of the Congress 

President. 

75. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MCHIAN MITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das)! (i/i WMII tin* lloirhlc Miiii>ter in charoa* of the 
Jloiiir 1 )e|Mi I iiK'iil he pIcastMl lo .Nlali* whotlier the ( lOVtO’ii men ( lia.s seen a 
i.jioil 111 till' iK'w ‘*]ia|tci that at the »*nd ot Decciiilie? l.i^t Mis. Suclii'la 
l\' ii.ilaiii, wile ot the (^'ongiess 1 *i (‘siden t . with other- lionale workers w (O’e 
i!i ,1 K'lii'i caiiii) in a \i!la^‘<‘ ahoiil ‘J niih's Iroin l)atla])ara in Aoakhali, and 
, j.int to laid that cainp h\ the hooligans ol the majority community was 
Ii\ sdiiK' ot tile lelnd woikeis and lln* polici' and militaiv Ihmii” 

' ' Hied ill I line, t he |do{ laihal 'i 

' /m Will th(* tTo^errlnl^m1 tak(‘ an\ step-^ to find who were tlie jiloiters 
am! punish them r' If not, wMiy not!' 

The Hon’bie Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Minister 

in charge of the Home Department): te'i t)n the :{l.st Decemher, 

M ■ Kjipalaiii, who was tlu'U li\in<jr in Jhiralia villagi' mmr Datlapai’a, 
i’ih lined the Assistant Suli-l nsjiector of Ikilice at Dattajiara that she ap]U-<'- 
lauidcd an attack on her camp hv Mnsliin lmoli<rans that nijjilil The Assistant 
'^'ih-liispimtor imniediat(4y sent information to the military camp at Ilajir- 
para, and proceeded to Mrs. Kripalani’s camp accompanied liy the ftelief 
^ IT' !e Officer and the President of the Union Jhiard, Maulvi Jalaluddin, 
•'^onie troops also went from Hajirpara to Ilaralia. No incident took place, 
iind enquiries indicated that the information which Mrs. Kripalani had 
received was baseless. 

{h) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in response to tlie request of the 
Hoidble Minister in charge of Labour witb reference to my supplementary 
question the other day regarding tlie Tramw'ays strike- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. T tlioiight you w'ere putting up a 
-Mipplouientarv ([iiestion to (Question No. 7d. You should t.iki* the permission 

the (’hair before you get up. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I tliought you liad permitted me inas- 

h ah you did not olyjeet to my proceeding witli the matter. 

< riiere being no supplementary questions.; 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No-vv YOU can rai>e vour jioint, Mr. Mazumdar. 
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Mr. HARtDAS MAZUMDARs With reference to my question the other 
day regarding the Tramways strike, and in response to the request of the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of Labour and Commerce for notice to ansi,wor 
that supplementary question put by me, I tabled a short notice question 
which runs thus — 

With reference to the supplementary question and the request of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labour and Commerce fot' notice, in connec- 
tion with the short notice question regarding the Calculi a Tramways slrikt', 
will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state if any caus(‘ lues arist*r> for tlie 
cancellation of the licence granted to the Calcutta ’Pram way Company in 
terms of any condition imj)osed on them thercuinder o/ hy virtiie of any 
provision in I he (existing laws or n'gulations of the land. If so, why has 
not tlie lic(‘nee yet been canccdled? (de. 

That was the shoit notice quest if»n and it is on tlie 17th, Sir, that I 
tabled this (|uestion. It is a veiT urgent matter and I hoja* tln‘ Minister 
will he in a position to reply to this shoit riotiec' (juestion immediattdy . 

Th© Hon’ble SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I \\ant some time to answer 
this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So f.u' as J 1 (‘imunbei*, Mr. Shanisuddin Alinu'd, 1 
admitted this as a short notice' (piestion and vcuy likel_\ il was stuii to your 
D(‘partment. If \oii eaniiol r(‘pl\ lodav you ma\ do so loinonow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 shall tiv to repK 

tomorrow, Sir. As reg'ards tin* po'inl (hat it is to he itealed as a sliori notice 
question and I’ejilied to at shorter notiei' than usual. 1 find that il is staled 
in a Meinorandnm issued from in\‘ oHiee to your (h'pai ( nieiil that the lloiride 
Minister in charge oi ConinKU-ee, Lahour and Industi a's J)('pa i Inient, has not 
agreed to ariswtM’ the (jmcslion as .i short notiiu' ([IK'sIiom. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That means that the (pK'stion oi Mi. llaridas 
Muzumdar \< not going to he answiua'd h\ \ou as a shoit nnliei' qm'stion, 
1 S(a' the ])(iint. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: AnsViu- is dm^ on a longi'r notiea' also. 
I put in m\ short notice (|uestion on !7(li Mareli, 11)47. diist now the 
Jlon'hle Ministm said that In* \\ill replv lomorro^^^ H(‘ ma\ do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Questions over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: There Is (.m other iimstion. 
$ir, and that is to he answered hy me. I was absent yesterday and that 
(Juestion (No. 74) was held over by you, J beliiwe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That (juestion h as not again been elreulatcd to 
fiiemhers and so it cannot he taken up today. W(' may tak(‘ it up tomorrow. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: All right, Sir. 
t The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, instead of item No. 11 on the agenda I propose 
to take up item No. ITT first. Item No. IJ will come afteiwards. So let 
|US now take up the Calcutta Rent Bill. 1 believe, Mr. Clarke, you were 
i^ possession of the House the other day. 

^ Mr* C. E. CLARKE: 1 have alreackY moved the amendment (No. 8hB 
of Late List No. II) and I believe it is being debated. The debate has not 
yet been concluded I believe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I believe Mr. (’larke has moved his amendment 
No. 8;iB. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE; Yes, Sir, I have moved it hut the debate on it has 
not been concluded. 
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Mr. PREllOENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that for clause 13 
of the Bill, the following he suhstiluted, namely: — 

“13. (/) No suit or lu'oceediug by a landlord agaimft a tenant in posses- 

. sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom is wliieh an> of tl»e groundvS specifierl 
in clauses (h) and (<'/) of tiie proviso to sub-section 
(/) of se(‘fn)n has been taken as a ground for 
such evhdion shall lit* eutertainol h\ any Court 
unh'ss the landlord has been permit led by the 
Controller by an ordm* in ^^jiling undt‘r sub- 
section (.‘i ) (o institute such suit or pro(>eeding 
and has piodueml before such Court ]iro()f that 

such permission has been granted. 

{!^) Tf in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in juisses^^ 
sion of any pri'inisiNs foj‘ eviidion of such tenant therefrom, a decree or 
(tider for the 1 ('cov(M\ of possession oi such premi.ses has h(‘en made before 
l!i(' date of commencement of this Act on any of the giounds s]nH‘ified in 
tliiuse (r,i ot lilt' iii’oAiso lo suh-fia rag raph (/) of paragraph J) ot the Cahuiita 
House Rent Conli’ol Crdi'r, 11143, or in (dans(‘ (c) of the ])roviso to sub- 
)nrag]’a])h (/) of jiaiagiaph Itl of lh<‘ Ihmgal lIous(> Rent Control Order. 
rO‘2, hut tl)(' ])oss('ssioii of such ]M-emi.s(vs has not Ix'eii I'ecoviM'iMl from the 
tenant, tlu' ('.\(‘cii I ion ol sueh decree' or order shall hi* sla.\(‘d until the hiiid- 
1m (I prodiiees helon* Hie ( <un ( ])\ which such ih'cace or ordi'r may be 
c\i'(‘u(ed or ill wliich such c\(‘< ution is jicnding, as the ease* may ho, proof 
ilial he was p(*rmilted h\ the ( 'oiitrolh'i' appoiiiti'd umh'r the Calcutta House 
Kmt i'ontrol (hder, I'.l-i-l, or the Rengal llouse Rent Coutiol tinier, 11)42, 

;is the east* may he, lo inslilute su(di suit or proceeding or to prosi'cute 
such suit or pioceediiig or to i-eeovi'r jiossession of sneh ju’cmises h}^ the 

cNeeutiou of such dcciei* or order or that, he has he(*n jieimitti'd by the 

( oiitroNi'r h> an onh i In writing under suh-s(‘ction (»a) to recovi'r dohscssiou 
nl sucdi [iri'mJM*^ h> the ('\ecution of sueh decree or ordei'. 

(o) A landlord who desires to obtain from the ( 'ontrollei', — 

(a) any older ii'fi'ired to in snh-sei’tion (/) permitting him to instiiutr^ 
a suit or jnoceeding i’el(*rri*d l.o in that suh-s(*(*ti()n against a 
tenant in pn^scssioii iff any pri'inisi's ior evicting siudi tenant 
therefrom, iw i 

{h) any order lelerred to in suh-section (-2) permitting him to I'ce-over 
possi'ssioii ol llie jnemises in respect of wliii, li an_\ decree or 

order refi'iii'd io m tin* said siih-seetion lias lieeri made by tlu* 

e^'e('utIon of sueh decree or order, 

■‘'iudl apply in wiitiiig to the (kintroller in that hehull, ami il, on receipt 
('1 such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession 
•4 the premises an o]i])orlunit^ for show'Ing eausi* against tlie application 
^uid after considering all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied that, — 

(i) in the case referred to in clause (r^), there is sufficii'ut (uiuse to hol-ill 
tkat any of the grounds s]>ecified in clauses (h) and (d) of the 
proviso to suh-«ef*tion (/) of section 12 which lias he(*n taken 
by the landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in sucb 
suit or proceeding e.\isis, and tliat in tlie case of a suit or 
proceeding lor eviction on the ground specified in clause (h) 
ot the said proviso, the consimt of the landlord to sublet the 
premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

{it) in the case referred to in clause (fc), it is a fit case for the landlord 
to recover possession of the premises by execution of the decree 
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or order referred to in that clause on any of the gro-unds referred 
to in sub-section (2) on which such decree or order has been 
made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the Order 
applied for, and, if the ('ontroller is not so satisfied, he shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 
^ (4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (•>) any order 

referred to in sub-seclion (2) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by tlie execution of a decree or order, allow such time avS 
he considers nec(‘ss:iry to the tcmant to vacate the premises and to deliver 
possession tluoi'of to the hnidlord.” 

Mfi BIREN ROY; Sir, Mr. tlarke after being thwarted in his previous 
amendineiil by the (ioveinment has now tried to bring in the same clause 
j|3(I), (2), (.7), {4} which was in the original Bill. I think it w'as not 
inecessary tor the Select Committee spending so much money to go through 
the whole Bill after deleting the clause and go back through tlie back door 
and iristu't this clause in the Bill again. \V(‘ o])])ose the procedure as such 
and 1 think that this amendment should not be included in the Bill at all 

Mfi BUOY SINGH NAHAR! Sir, my friend Mr. Roy lias rightly 
pointed out that it is really a backdoor ])olicy. 1 am suiprised at the way 
in which the Bill has been conducted. This is a v(‘iy im])orlant Bill. We 
considei'ed in the Select Committee the Bill clause by clause. 1 was a 
member of the Select Commit t«*e ami 1 know that the clauses were acco])ted 
by the Select ('ommittee and ])TMcticall\ there wa> no ojiposition. Now 
Mr. Clarke brings this amendment k<*eping the former draft as a whoh' 
W'liieh was deleted by tin* Select ('ommittee after careful considmation . The 
thing that siupiise.s me is the attitude td (loveiiiment. (lovernment weie 
refjreseiiied there and the Chairman was the Hon'bh* Minister himself ami 
4 fccce])iing in the Select ('ommitti'e tin* \^hoh' Bill as has heiui recommended 
|>y the Select Committt'e thc\ aie now giving their siii)])ort to the amend- 
ment movtal by Mr. Clarke. I do not know what new thing lias sprung u^i 
in the mt*antime. ( iovejnimmi spimt a lot of moiie\ aHei‘ the Sidect Com- 
initlei' and now the whoh* spirit of the SidecT Committee is being changed 
by this amemlmeiit. 1 do not know' why (jovernment has clianged it^ 
attitude. May we take it that the ( roviunim'nt or the Minister in charge oi 
ibis Bill (lid not make up their mind before the ie])ort of tlie Select Com- 
mittee actually came before tlie House. We find that tlie Chief Whip 
df their party putting amendment of the clauses and Mr. Clarke has acceiiied 
it. The government at the begiimiiig did not consider what they want to 

or not to do. ('oming to the House they have changed their mind 
suddenly I do not know why. About the clause we fiud that it refers to 
taking permission from the Controller. W^bat happens is that when an owner 
tpf tbe House and the tenant find it necessary to start a suit they will have 
to go to the Controller first. That means they have to have proceedings 
^xce — first they have to go to the Rent Controller, they have to appoint 
lawyers and incur expenditure and when the suit is heard by the Rent Court, 
then when they have the permission of the Rent Court they will have to go 
16 the ordinary court and will have to incur further expenditure — there will 
lINduplicate expenditure over the same thing. What the Select- Committee 
aiiggested is that the party is to go to the court and not to the Controller 
therefore the court would decide pn’ma facie whether there is any case 
not. But the amendment provides for duplicate expenditure to he incurred 
by the party. AYe know, Sir, how the Rent Controller’s Office is doing the 
work. If you go, Sir, to the Rent Controller’s Office you will be able to 
see for yourself how difficult it is to get a thing done there. I would 
request "the Hon’ble Minister in charge really to go to that office to see 
these things for himself. For one piece of information a person has to 
dance attendance there for a very long time and has to pay large amount of 
money to the officers concerned. I make this charge deliberately and f 
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know what is happening there. Government should see how one. of thei 
departments is working. I do not know whetlier Mr. Clarke had an 
occasion to go to that office. I am sure if he hud g<*ne there lie would no 
liave brought in an amendment like this. To gel their grievajices remedied 
tenants will have to spend large sums of money as f(‘es to the lawyers i 
they have to go through the R(‘nt Controller. If they have not to g 
through the (bntroller lot of money would be sav(‘d. If the (Jovernmen 
want to do some good to the i)oor people, to the sufferers, and which we a!si 
really want, they should not adopt tins duplicate procedure. For it will hel' 
neither the tenant nor the landlord. Mr. Abdiilla-al-Mahniud told the IIous 
th(* oth(‘r day that the Kent Controller is of a judicial mind and one wdl 
not have to spend much exceiff annas 12 as application fee. Sir, he ])erhap 
does not know what is hap])ening there. 1 contradict him by saying tha 
tliere are lot of exjienses . I again say that let the Govern 

inent accept the Stdect Committ^^e’s proposal. If they do imt acce])t it theJ 
it is no use wasting the time of the honourable members by going to th 
Select ('ommittee and wasting the juihlic money. With these words, 
ojipose the annmdmeTit. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ FAZLUR RAHMAN S Sii*, Mi*. Nahar rais(*s a questim 
of procedure. Tie sa\s it Government does not accept tlie proposal of tk 
Sideet ('omniittec* then it was no good having a Select Committee. I thin] 
in that case a Bill lU'ed not come to this House again. From the Selec 
(‘ommiitee it miglit go to the Ass(‘mhl\ . I do not think an\body wil 
accept this jirocediii'e. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR! On a point of iiersonal (‘\])lanation, Sir 
] did not say that. 1 said Govmiiment should not go hack upon the Selec 
Coinmiltee Ke])ort to which they were a party. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN I I think the House* has the I'igli 
to amend the recommendation of the Sele'c.f Committee. J do not know wl^ 
Government will not have lhat privilege. Tin* (pieslion is the (pn'stion 
delay and the aineiidinent of Mr. Clarke aims at miniihisirig tin* (h‘la\ invedv 
(*d in disposing of a case because In* fe(*ls that elelay is nimee('ssaril>' invidve< 
Jii laking a ca.se first to tlie Kent Contndler and tin'll to the Civil Court am 
I think it is coniuion knowh'dge and common ex])erience that if thii 
jirocednie of approaching' the (but roller fiist is followed the cases will b( 
dis])os(‘d of much s])('C(lier than will be the case in the ('ivil ('ourt and u 
less cost to the partic'.s. The Seh'ct Committee projiosed two stages 
J'’irstl\ they will have to appl\ to the court on a ^neliminary ])oint whet he: 
those grounds allegc’d by the hmdhu'd in the ]K‘tition to evict a tenant exi.f 
oi not, and if there is a pnmd jncir case* made out against the tcmaiit fuJ 
<'victinn the couit AAill allow tin* hindlonl to jirocec'd with the suit. If thi* 
I'rocediire is followt'd the delay will he much more and the* e\]u‘nse involvec 
greater than would be the case if the ease is first referred to and decidey 
on by the Kent ('ontroller. Now (lovernment having considered tljk^ 
interests of both the landlord and the tenant with regard to the (iuesti<^ 
ot speedier disposal and lesser cost liad to disagiee witli the jirojiosal of Iht 
l^eleet Committee and waiitc'd to amend the clause* in the House*. Now' tiic 
bent Cbiitroller is subject to the control of the Government so far as tht 
inliiniiistrative side is concerned, i.e., it the (bntroller delays in disposii||p 
oj eases Government can call for his explanation w'hy a case lias not been 
'lisposed of in time*. In addition to him there wull he* a part-time llei^ 
Controller who will be appointed soon, probably before this JMll becomes 
Act of tlie Ijegislature. With tlie appointment of the part-time Reiit 
^ ontroller the eases cannot remain undisjmsed of for a long time. I hope, 

in view' of this explanation my friends in the Opposition w'ill not oppose 
bds amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not propose to read out the wdiole amendment 
(>ver again. The question before the House is that amendment No. 83B 
moved by Mr. Clarke be substituted for clause 13 of the Bill. 
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TKe question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 26. 


Mr. Abdulla-ai-Mahmud 
Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed 
Ral Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddifi Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Ghowdhury 

Mr. Ghowdhury Moazzem Hussain 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Ghowdhury 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Ghowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Ghowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Ghowdhury 

Mr. G. E. Giarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Dutt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 


Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das 
Mr, Kamini Kumar Dutta 
Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 
Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra 
Mr. Bejoy Singh Nahar 

(Ayes lii'ing and Notvs 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hussain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 
AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan 
Mr. Mobarak Air Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 
Mr, Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Miss Ethel Robertson 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 

w as 11 ^ I ('('d io. ) 


NOES— 11. 


1 1 lilt* inolioii 
S.ni\ al. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL; 1 (o iiioM* tliat, al'IiT clause Id 
of llie 1511!, Ilie fidlovvnii*- iit'W (dau'.e IdA, he addl'd, namely: - 

“IdA. Noi '\ illistandiiig anytliiny eonlaima] in 11ie('ouil le(vs Ael.in suils 
for evielioM of lenaiit ihe (’ouri tet* ])ayahle on I lie jdaint sliall be 
calc*ulidt‘d on I he amount of it'iit iiayahh* om* Jiionl h hut in no ease shall 
siicdi eoiirt lee exeei'd rupt'es live only”. 

Si.r, the ameiidineni is (luiie clear and I do not like to sjieak anything 
aboul it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment movt'd that alter clause Id of the Bill, 
the following' new clause IdA, bt* added, iiaim‘l\ : — 

“IdA. Notwithstanding* anything- eontaimMi in tin* Court fees Act in 
Buits for eviction of timant the Court ft-t* payable on the jiluint shall b(‘ 
calculated on the amount ol rt'iit jiayable lor one montli but in no case shall 
such court tee exceed nijiei's live only”. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I list* to support this ver;^^ simple amendment 
of my friend, d’lit* iimiii thing* lh«‘re is that (lovornment waint in the 
interest of tenants that eji'ctment sbouhl be made* ^uactieally impossible. 
Hero, Sir, a dictatoi* has been a])pointed and mort* dictators will be there 
unci aft(*r one passes fi-om one person 1)\ spending* a lot of money in the Couj‘t 
of the (Jontroller of Rent he lias to file a suit again in the civil court: that 
means lie is being* donhly taxed ami therc'fore if you only provide' a reduction 
in the court fee in such cases it would be of course a vi'i'y slight benefit to 
ike persons who are in real distrt*ss about getting possession of their owm 
i*t)oins. Therefore 1 think the Hon’ble Minister in charge waiiild not dis- 
agree in accepting this very reasonable amendment from this side of the 
Bouse. 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, this reduction of court fee 
is not called tor, because in tliat case ihe court wunibl have heard in tlie 
])reliminar\ point. Here he will jiay onl\ annas 12 as petition fcM* and if 
the petition i.s ri'jec'l.ed he will nol have to go lo the* Civil Court at all. In 
genuine eases wliere there is a priina fac.it' case against a tenant he will 
have to pay court fee on the annua) rental basis. So there is no hard.ship. 
I do not think the amendment is reasonable. 
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Mf. PRESIDENTS Tlie question before the House is that after clauLse 
13 of the Bill the following new clause 13Aj^ be added, namely : — 

“13A. Notwithstanding* anything contained in the Court fees Act, in 
suits for eviction of tenant the Court fee payable"* on the plaint shall be 
calculated on tlie amount of rent payable for one month hut in no case shall 
such Coint-fee e.\cee<l iu])ees five* only.” 

(The motion was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is that clause 13 as 
amended stand ])art of tlie Bill. 

(The motion was put ami agn'cd to . } 

14 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clau.se 14 stand part of the Bill. 

Anuuidmciit Nos. hdA . tM)(' and !t3A and 93(' are nut of oidcr. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: On a point of information, Sir. May 1 eiujuire 
why my amendmciit No.s. fttiA, tHIf and h-LV and ur(‘ out (d order’:' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'rh(\\ are (op <d orde?*, Ix'cause nhmlical amend- 
ments movi'd hy Mi. Nur .\hmcd had lu'en ri'ji'cted 1)\ the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Nur AhnuMrs amendments 

and these aim'iidments ai‘(' not the same. Thei‘(‘ is a dilferenct'. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What i. the ditference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; One minute. Sin 1 shall just 
exiilain it to \ou. In Mr. Nur Ahmed's amendmiMit (No. 7!tA ) that was 
negativiul 1)\ tin* lloust*, tin' puesiion (d suh-letting and the question of the 
permission ot ihe Bcmt Coutiolh'r to sublet were not tlnui*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 •shall have it examined further. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Yes, Sir In Mr. Clarke’s 
amendimuit substituting a new clause for the Bill clause No. 13, which has 
just now been jiassed b\ the House, Sub-letting has laam introduced. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: f think Mr. Nur Ahmed's amendment (No. 7!1A) 
turned down b> (he House* and the one Mr. (3arke wants to move now, 
namely, No. 0()A-9()C are jiractically identical. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Yes, Sir, that amendment No. 79A of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, T mean clause 14 which he wanted to insert for Bill clause 
No, 14, was already negatived by the House and amendment No. 9UA-9(}C 
:)f Mr. Clarke is an exact r^roduction of Mr. Nur Ahmed’s clause 14. 
Mr. Clarke’s amendment (^)'. 9GA-99C) is just identical wdth Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s amendment No. 79A already rejected. No question of the 
inlroduction of sub-letting arises. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I will explain the point. 

Clause 13 has changed the whole question. You look up the clauses and 
the amendiTjents one by one and in that way you proceed wutk them. 
Mr. Clarke's clause No. 13 which we have just now accepted was a new 
thing and therein has been introduced the (question of approacliiTig the Rent 
Controller for permission to sub-let a ]>remises. Reference is made therein 
to sub-letting a premises. This was not there in Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amend- 
ment. Earlier in the debate we had included sub-letting also. The wording 
may be the same but the scope is quite different if }ou examim* clauses 14 
and 15 in the light of clause No. 13 which has been accepted today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me have the point examined by the experts of 
the Council Department, Let the matter stand over for the time being. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; All riglit. Sir. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On appoint of ortler, Sir. AYe do not want this to 
be held over and inasmucli as Mr. Nur Ahmed’s clause 14 lias alread^^ been 
rejected by the House. Mr. Clarke’s clause 14 whicji is exactly the same as 
Mr. Nur Ahmed’s sliould not bo entertained by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. If the Chair is in doubt 
about a point the Chair is entitled to examine it further. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: AV e cannot haphazardly go on with the other clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me have the matter examined before 1 give my 
final decision. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: In that case we should better stop here 
for the day. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afraid not. 

Clauses 14 and h5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let clause 14 and lo stand over today. 

Clause 16. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 10 si and part of the Bill. 

(The ([Uestion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 16 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Clause lOA stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Sir, T ^beg to move* that in clause lOA of the 
Bill, the words “his rights under any lease in respect of such premises oi’’ 
in lines 9-10 be omitted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause lOA of the Bill, 
the words “his rights under any lease in respect of such premises or” in 
lines 9-10 be oinitted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that 
lOA of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“or his right to evict the tenant”. 

I do not make any speech. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Amendment moved that in clause IGA of the Bill, 
the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“or his right to evict the tenant”. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: This amendment is unnecessary 
as the obj(‘ct of the amendment is covered by the existing clause. So 1 
oppose the amendment. 

(The question was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question that clause IGA as amended stand part 
of the Bill. 

(The question was ppt and agreed to.) 
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Mr. FRESII^ENT: Clause 18 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL; I beg to move that at the end of 
clause 18 of the Bill the following proviso be adfled, namely: — 

“Provided that n tenant v^io is in arrears of rent shall not bo entitled 
to make any application under tliis section”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of clause 18 of 
the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely : — 

“Provided that a tenant who is in arrears of rent shall not be entitled 
to make any application under this section”. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, T rise to support this amendment of Mr. Sanyal. 
It is also a v(‘r>' reasonable amendment. Kverything has htnoi provided 
in clause IS by which the landlord will be asked within lo days — the timt 
has been eNtended a little bit — to repair any damage to his building. Tht 
tenant may he in ari-ears of rent f(U’ any number of months and ^auhaps tht 
landlord may not be able to file a case' on account of the proceedings of tlu 
Controller, i)ut at tlie same time he will have to pay out of his own pocket 
in spite ot the temant being a defaulter for any number of months, the cost 
of rc'pairs of his house, for th(‘ benelit of flu* said «lefaulter temmt, and 
which re])air must la* coin]>leted within two months. In these days ever} 
one knows liow difficult it is to do this when cement and otlu'r mateidak* 
are controlled ajtd are not available, and it is vi‘ry ditlicult for a landlorc 
to execute any |•(‘]^aiI^s of any kind. In these cinmmstances, we consnh'r tliii 
amendnumt V(*t y u'asonable which jirovides that Ji defaulter itmant sliouU 
not be (‘utitled to make any a])plicati<)n under section 18. 1 think tin 

Hon ’hie Ministei’ will accept it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I think this amendnnmt ii 
very unreasonabh' inasmuch as the lamllord is requinal to ilischarge hii 
obligation to rc'pair his house. AVhat he is re(]uirc‘d to do is to dischargi 
his obligation to his tenant to rejiair the building tliat is the first ])oint t( 
make and it is not constHiinmlial (Ui the payment of tin* rcml oi’ it carniot b( 
made obligatory that unless tin* rent is r(‘gularl\ paid tin* ie])airs \y(Uild no 
be made or tin* house would not be kejd in jirojier n‘pairs. If this sort o 
provision is allow(‘d to be k(*pt in the calusc it will dett‘at tin* (d)ject ot tin 
Bill. So I o])])ose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that at the (‘nd o 
1<^ the Bill, tilt* following proviso be added, namel,\ : — 

“Provitled tliat a tt'uant who is in arreai's ot i(*nt shall not be entitle! 
to make any application under this s(‘ction”. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir. I beg to move that after sub-clause (o) o: 
clause 18 of the Bill, the ftdlovving sub-clause be a<hled, namely: . 

”t^) If a landlord a])plies to the Contndler Tvgarding damages cause! 
by the tenant to tlie premises, the (nntroller shall cause a m>tice to b< 
served on tin* tenant within 48 hours of the rt'ceipt of such applicatif)n an( 
direct the tenant to allow inspection of damages by the landlord or his agen 
so that details of such damages may be submitted to tin* ( onlroller who wil 
then cause emjuiries to be made ri'garding costs of repairs and make th 
same payable by the temnit with the r!*nt of the next month so that repair 
may be promptly effected. Kailure to j)ay such cost sboubl be treated a 
non-coinpliaiiee with the provisions of this Act and should be a reason to 
ejection proceeding.” ^ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amondrmmt moved that after sub-clause (^ 3 ) of 
clause 18 of the Bill, the followinf^ sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(^) If a, landlord apjiliiLs to thf Controller rt‘f»‘a]'din^*^damuj^es caused 
by the tenant to (he ])remises, the Controller shall cause a notice to be 
served on the tenant within 48 hours of the receipl of such application- and 
direct tlit* Icuiant to allow insjiectjon of daiiia^^'e.s by (lie landlord oi' his ag*ent 
so that details of such damap-oH may be submitted (o tlie (bnirolh'r who will 
then cause en({uiri(\s to be madt‘ j(‘«ardinp; costs of lejiairs niid make tlie 
same pa.yalde by the hmani with the rent of llu' next month so that repairs 
may be jiromplly elTecti‘d. Kailure to [»a\ such eosfs ^liouhi be treated as 
non-com])lia,tic-e witli (fie ])rovisions of this Act aiul should Ite a leason tor 
ejection jirocccflino 

Mr. BtJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, 1 su])f)oii (liis amend iiumt. This is 
a v(‘ry reasomihie annmdmeni couscijumit ial on claii^'C 1!^. AW' liavi' provided 
thud whtuu'va'r IJo'ri' is aii\ (iaim)< 4 (' in tin' lioiisr tin' tenant (.annot always 
writ(' ti) tin' hunliord tor ie])ans. It the damai»’<' is due t,o tlie tenant's 

fault, if h(' did tlu* damage willinyls tln'ii the tenant is lia]d(‘ to ])ay lor 

the r(‘])aiis. Tlie Contjollei slumld ask the tenant to pay the cost of the 
I'ejiaii's. I !iop(‘ this amendim-nt should be a<ce[>it*d b\ (he t io\ e? niiK'nt . 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN I sir 11 is f'\h aoidinary that 

my frii'iids oppositi' ha\<' become enatnoiiM'd ol (in' ( ontn !lfo. Now, Sir, 
alrea.dy tlu'i'i' is a rem<'d\. Tlu' laiidbud can i^’o to tiu' Cm! ( ouri, a^’aiust 
these dama;.>'(‘s. He m'ed not o-o |o the Cont ioih>r-. 

] opjiosi' the amendnu'nt. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tin* qiu'stion Itefore tlie House is th.it after siih- 
cbuist* (o) of c!aiis(' IS (d the Bill, tin' loliowmy suli-elause be added, 
namelv : - 

“('0 If liindho'd a]>])!i('s to tJii' Con I ro! h'c re^^.ndin^- dam.iyes caused 
by tin- tenant (o the pii'iinsi's, tin' Contiidlrr sh.dl c.iuse a noma' t-o be 
served on tin* t<*iia.n|. wilhin IS hours ol ihe n-i-Mpl id sm h applieation and 
direed, tin* ti'iiant to allow iiis|)('idion ot d.imayes 1)\ ilu' himiloid oi- lus ae’ent 
so tfiat details ol sm li damae‘('s may be suhmitled to the Con t rol h'l* wdio wdll 
then cause ('mpiii-ii's to be madi' re^^-ardiiie- costs of i’('pairs and make the 
same payabh' by tin* tenant with the lent ol llii' in'Xt month so iliat repairs 
may lx* promptly (‘iVeetc'd. Kailure to ])ay such costs should be treated as 
iion-compliariee with the provisions ot this Act and should be a reason for 
ejection jiroceedin^’.” 

The motion w^as put and a Divi.sion taken with the following' result:— 


AYES— 10. 


JAr. Hemendra Kumar Das 

Mr. KaminI Kumar Dutta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Hal Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Be joy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 27. 


Mr. Abdulla-af-Mahmud 
Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed 
Hai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Mr. L. P. S. Bourne 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hussain 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Dutt 

Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Alhaj Yar All Khan 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Aii Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latif 

Mr. George Morgan 

Khan Bahadur Gyasuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mokhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdur Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson 

Dr. Kasimuddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Taufiq 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 


Ayes being 10 and ]S"oeS*'f7 the amendment was lost. 
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JWr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question Wore the House is that clause H 
stand part of the Bill. " 

(The question ,^wns put and ag'reed to.) 

Chivse ]SA. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This (*1:ius(‘ cannot he taken u]) now, hecause il 
amenthnents on chni-i s 1] .‘inl ] me admissihh', jluni onl\ iJiis will bt 
admissi})le, ollicrwisc nol. So, Ini this clause he hehl ovci'. 

(lausr 7-9. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: M’hc (juevjidn is (ha( ('huisi* HI .simnl ])art oi ihe Bill 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 h. jj ( . m ii .i m suh- 

clausi' (/) rtl ( ! d| ihe Bill, altej' (lie uonl “ k now ; n li 1 \ ” in line 1. 

(he "wokU ^‘oIHms (h ot’’ lx' 

Si?‘, lliis el.oisi' (le:tls will' |i.e peiialH tor i('co\ ('Hua’ rcMil In c\e('>s oi 
Ihc siainlio’d leni II is (he r('('ei\er who eonu"' nude! ihf' !»!i»vision> 

of this A<t. hill I Ihi'ik the e-i\er also nno'l lu' loped in heejiive h(' is alsc 
11 ]i:n I id ,in ilh'<.;M] hans.felion, and so ni\ anu'ndim'nt amis at holh llu 
receiN ('i .nid ihe e i \ t'l . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Am •ndiiK'iii nid\ed ih.ti in suh-ehmse f/i oi elaus( 
HI of ih(' Bill. jHei 1 lu‘ Wind "know ini>-!\ " in line 1, ihe words "oltc'iN oi 
])ays o? " he it;s(‘t led. 

The Hon’bic Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 sin!))i\ o]i|)ose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tiu (liK'sl'oii h(‘loT\> ih(' House is lhal in siih-clans< 
(/) of ehtnse Id id ihe Bdl. alier the w'oid "know ine-jy " in line I, the w'onh 
“offers or pa.N oi" In* inst'i liMl. 

Tin' ()Uestion was jnil and lost. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 h('e‘ to move iliai in snh- 
clausi' (/i o( chniM' Id oi i1m' Bill, lor tin' woids "tin' ]»ar1y aay'neNed" in 
line 7, the wouls "(lu' tc'iiant o?- tin* landloid as ihe I'ase nniN he’’ he snhsii- 
1 u I ed . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ann 'inlnn'iii niovi'd lhal. in suh-elaiise (7) of tlie 
Bill fo?- tin' words s‘Hie )>:nl\ aaa’i'it'N ed “ in line 7, llic words “Ihe tenant 
or tin* landlord as the ease ina.N h<‘" be subsi i I nied . 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 oppose* it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* Ijin'siion Ix'fort' the Ifrmse* is Hiat in sub-edauso 
(/) of ebinse Id oi the' Jbll, for ihe words “the ])aii\ a ef^’iii'ved’ ’ in line 7, 
the words "tin* ie'iiant or Hn* lainltord as (In* case ina\ he” In* siihstitnind. 

The motion was jnit and lost. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 h(‘o* to move that 

in sub-<daiise (/) oi clause' Id of tin* IBII foi the words he'f^i n ni n o* with 
“wdioever knowiii'^lv” and ending- witfi “party aeern'ved he liiihle” in 
lines 1 i() 11, the following' he substituted, namely: — 

“(7) Whoever kuowdupdy — 

(a) T'ceeives wdietln']- direcdly or indii*ectl\ any sum on account of the 
rent of arp\ ))remiscs in t'xce'ss of the* slamlard re'ni, oj 

(h) receives wln'tlrci’ diic'ctly or indireedly, or invites, ofle'-rs or asks 
for. any ])ie'niium, salami, tine oj- anv edln'r like- sum in addition 
to tlie standard re'ni ('xeept as piovided in s(*e1ion 7, or 
(c) receive's wlieiher dirce'il^ oi* indire'clK an\ sum as leni in advance 
in e'xee'ss of one meinih’s rent wiihoni (In' written consent of the 
(.’ontroi lei', 

shall on the complaint of the party a^g-rieved or of the Piovniciul Govern^ 
Jiient be liable — ” 



498 


(5alcuti?a REirr bill. 


f2iffTn Mauch, 

Sir, tile amendment is more or^iess consequejitial upon tliis Houb^ 
ing it in connection Avitli claqse f) Bill widely is an obligatory muse 

and this is a penal clause. This "^addii ion 1o tlte clausjHfeeks a "remedy. 
But liere the “J^rovineial Govej'iiment” ha8%1so been added. I do not Want 
to make a long s])eeeh. It is a consequential amendment and I hope the 
House will accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
19 of tlie Bill, for Ihe words beginning witli “whoever knowingly” and 
ending with “])arty aggrieved be liable” in lines 1 to 11, the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(i) "Whoever knowingly — 

' (a) receives whether directly or indirectly any sum on account of the 

" rent of any premses in excess of the standard rent, or 
(/>) receives whetlnu' directly or indirectly, or invites, offers or asks 
for, any ])remium, salami, tine or any otlier like sum in addition 
to the standard rent exce])t as ])rovidi'd in section 7, or 
(c) receives wdiether directly or indire(*tly any sum as rent in advance 
in excess of om* month', > rent without the w'ritten con.sent of the 
(bntrollm*, 

shall on the complaint r){ the party aggrieved or of the Provincial (xovernment 
be liable — ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, I ac<e})t it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The ques tion before tin* House is that in sub- 
claus(‘ (7) of clause 19 of the Bill for the woi’ds beginning with “wdioever 
knowingly" and ending with “party aggri(‘ved be liable" in lines 1 to 11, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(7) WliO('ver knowingly — 

{(f) receives wdietb(*r directly or indir(‘ctly any sum on account of the 
rent of any premise's in excess of the standard rt'nt, oi‘ 

{J>) receives wlu'ther directly or imiirectly, or invites, offers or asks 
foi‘, an_\ ])r(*mium, salami, fine or anv other like* sum in addition 
to the standard ri'Jit except as provided in section 7, or 
(c) I'oceives Avlo'thei* directly or indirectly any sum as rent in advance' 
in excess of one month's rent without the written consent of the 
( 'oiit I'oller, 

shall on the complaint of the party aggrieved or of the Provincial Govern- 
ment be liable — ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The que stion before the House is that clause 19 as 
amended stand ]>art of the Bill. 

^The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 20. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: riause 20 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 20 stand part of the Bill. 
(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

^ ^ Clause 21. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Clause 21 stand part of the Bill. 

Tlie question before the House is that clause 21 stand part of the Bill 
(The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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Mr, PRCSIi^lfT: ^Clause 31A sMifi! part of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA (ftXH RAY: Sir, 1 he#? to move that in 
clause 21 A of the Bill for the word “three” in lin*? 2 the word “six” be 
•iBiibstituted. 

Sir, the time allowed is extreiuely short. So, I have moved this amend- 
ment. : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 21 A of the Bill 
for the word “three” in line 2 the W'oi*d “six” he substituted. 

The Hqn’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|uestion before the House is that in clause 21 A 
of the Bill for the word “three” in line 2 the word “six” be substituted. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is that clause 21 A 
us amended stand jiart of the Bill. 

(The motinrf was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 22. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 22 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 22 stand i)art of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.; 

Clause 22 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: flause 22A stand ]>art of the Bill. 

The question Indore the House is that clause 22A stand part of the Bill. 

{The motion was put ami agreed to.) 

Clause 23. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 23 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 23 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 24 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: May I have your permission. Sir, to move 
amendment No. 128 on behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed who is absent.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the usual practice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Government sometimes move 
so. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: As Mr. Nur Ahmed is absent, Sir, I 
think it can be allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sure it will create an undesirable precedent.. ^ 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: A member may be unavoidably absent 
on a particular day. It may be in the interest of all concernt^d to have thiH 
amendment discussed in the House. ^ - * * * 

Mr* PRESIDENT: If the entire House agrees to it I4iave no obje<5tion. 

(Cries of ‘^no”, ‘"no” from the Opposition Benches.J 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: In the circuni stances clause 24 is held over jus^to 
give Mr. Nur Ahmed a chance tu come and move it tomorrow. 

"Mr. BIREN ROY: That is all right. Sir. 

Clause 2f). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: fl ause 2-’) sliuid part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of the, fact that the 
Bengal ()nlinau(H\s d\‘ni])orary Enactmcmt Bill, 11)47, has already been 
passed h> lioUi lln* lloiist's of Ifie Legislature and inasniuedi as tfiat Bill 
contains aaiioiig oIIkm- Ordinances, (he ('alentia Itent Ordinance, l!)4(i, some 
conseijuen I iai changes have to he made in this ( ah'Uila Kent Bill, i.e., a 
clause will have to he irnairjun-aled in this ('alcnita Ki'nl Bill i,o repiuil that 
Itent Ordinance. 1 shall move a sliort notice amendnienl. Sir, with your 
pennission, later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Such being the case let clause 2o stand over for the 
present. 

Clause 2f). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (danse 2ti stand ])art of (he Bill. 

Mr. L. P. S. BOURNE: Sir-, 1 move that, in suh-rlanst' (/) of idause 2() 
of the Bill, allcr lJn‘ \vor’<l “may” in line I, the Munmas and words “suliject 
to the condition of ])revious jmhlicatiori”, he insioti'd. 

Sir, I, In' ri'ason for this ammidment is (dtviniis and you will not want un- 
to waste lilt' linn' (d‘ tin* House hv (‘xplaining (lie annmdment. Th(‘ Bill is 
iRf such gamma I public Inipor lama* that it is onl\ right that tin* [ruhlic should 
,4iaV(‘ a chance lo scm* the Kailcs which ( iovi'i n nnm ( in (end to biing in to 
implement (In* claus(‘s of the Bill when it is p..,s.>e(!. It is Im- this |•eason, 
Sir, and (In* inli'K'sl the gt'in'ral public is taking in the progress ol this Bill 
that I ask the ( lovi'rnmi'ut to acci'pt this arm'iidment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendnii'ut rnovi'd that in suh-clausr* (7) of cdause 
20 of the Kill, alt(‘i’ the vvofd “may” in lim* 1. (he eomnias and words 
“subject to lilt* condition ol pr'(‘\ ions ])ublical ion”, Ik* inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I acceirt the anemdinent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin (piestion before (In* IJousi* is that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 2() <d' i in* Bill, aiti'i the woi'd “ina_\ ” in line 1, (he c.ornmas 
and words “subj«‘ct to tin* condition of [u-evious [Uiblication”, be insertetl. 

(Tin* (jU(‘stion was put arid agri'cd to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT; I'he <jue stion before the House is that clause 20 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was pul and agrved to.) 

Clause JO. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I now propose to take up clause 10 of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: 8ir, I beg to move that sub- 
.clause {2) of clause 10 be omitted. 

Sir, charges on food are now being almost regulated under Bengal 
restrictions under the Establishment (3rder, 104(). Mor(‘over, food prices 
vaf^ from day to day or in many cases from season to season. Therefore in 
tqjpmg the rent or charge for room or rooms charges lor food has not been 
excluded^ So it is the occupants or tenants upon w ho>e meicv they remain, 
and un^er these circumstances the provision is anomaions and it is to correct 
dhis that I move my amendment and I commend it to the acceptance of the 
House. 
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lOi?.] 

Mr. PMffeSIDENT: Attiendment moved that sub-clause (2) of clause 10 
be omitted. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that sub-clause 
(2) of clause 10 be omitted. 

(The question was put and ag^reed to.) 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I be*g to move that in sub-clause (1^) of clause 
10 of the Hill, lor Ihe words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or i-(voms in an bot<d, boarding bouse or lodging .bouse, 
fix tbe lent or I'liaige of micIi room or rooms” in lines 1-1, lla* words “of 
his own motion and sliall f>n a]>pli(*alion ma<lo to him hy an\' |)tMson intm’tvst- 
ed, fix the umt or chaigi' of any i‘o«)m or rooms in iin liotel, hoarding house 
or lodging houst'” he snhst itu(e<l. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-e,laiise ) of clause 
10 of thi‘ Bill, for (he wor<ls “on ;i])fdi(‘ation made to him hy any tenant or 
occ'UpanI of a zoom oi' looijis in .in liotid, hoarding house or lodging house, 
fix (he U‘n( or chat u(' oi su<‘h loom oi rooms” in liiu'vS 1-4, the words “of 
liis owm mohoi) and sliall on afiplicalion ma(h‘ to him h\ any pc'rson inUu'est- 
ed, fix tin' rent or cliaiec of any i'(»om or looms in an hotel, hoarding house 
or lodging hon^e” he suh^dilul<*<l. 

Mr, SULTANUDDIN AHMED: May [ read an amendment to this- 
amen (I men t ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ho you want to modify aimmdmtuH 47A? 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. It reads as follows:— 

That in siih < hniwi' ( i of < la use 10 of t h(‘ Bill — 

(/) for the wolds “on ap|)liealion made to him by any tenant or 
occiiffaul of a room or looms in an holed, hoarding houses or 
lodeiny housa |i \ Bi(' reni or ehaige* of smdi room or rooms” in 
hne.s 1-1, (he aords *'ol his own motion and shall on ap))lieatioTi 
made (o him hy an\' peison i n t(‘rest(Ml , fix the idiargi' for any room 
or rooms in .m hole^L boaidiiig house or lodging house” be 

subslllllted 

(^) tin' w'oid.s “leiil or” in line S be omilied. 

That in proviso (o sub-(daus(‘ {-) (d edanse 10 ol tin' Hill — 

(/) foi (he woi'ds “lent or eliaige of” in line 1, the words “(diarge lor” 
be siiltsi il uled ; 

{:J) tilt' woi ds “rant or” in line o and in line 4 be omittial. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wbal 1 suggest is I bat w illi tli<^ jarniission of the- 
House the original amendment No. ITA which lias liet'ii irnived hy tlovern- 
nient may ht' wilhdrawn and this amendment may he snhstil u fed in place 
of tljc original amendment. Has the House any olijeclion to (hat P I take 
if there is no ohjt'ction. So amendment No. 47A is withdrawn. Now 
Mr. Sultnnuddin Ahmed w41i move his amendment. 

Mr, SULTANUDDIN AHMED: T beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 10 of the Hill — 

(7) for tbe words “on application made to him hy any tenant or 
occupant of a room nr rooms in an liotel, lioarding house or lodging bou8^<^, 
fix the rent or charge of such room or rooms” in lines 1-4. the words i ‘of iiW 
owm motion and shall on ajiplication made to him hy any person interested, 
fix the charge for any room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging- 
house” be substituted; 
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(2) the words or'* in line 8 be oiifStted. 

^ That in the proviso to siib-clair^ (2) ot* clause 10 of the Bill — 

(1) for the words ‘‘rent or charge of’' in line 1, the words “charge 

for” be substituted; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 3 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The modified amendment has been moved. I 
suggest that discussion on this amendment inny be taken up tomorrow. In 
the meantime the amendment may be examined b\^ the department. 

Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(1) for ihe words “on application made to him by any tenant or 

oeeiipuiit of a room t)r rooms in an hotel, boarding house or 
lodging house, fix the rent or charge of such room or rooms” in 
lines 1-4, the words “of his own motion and shall on application 
made to him by any person interested, fix the charge for any 
room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be 
substituted; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 8 be omitted. 

That ill ])roviso to sub-clause (2) ot clause 10 of the Bill — 

(1) for ihe words “rent or charge of” in line 1, the words “charge for” 

be substituted ; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 3 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: On a point of information, Sir. This amendment is 
«iot in our hands at all 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thai is why I am suggesting that discussion on 
(this amendnieni sliouhl take place tomori’ow. In the meaniime a copy of 
this amendment should be circulated to each member 

Mr. G. MORGAN: AV^ill it be available before ihe discussion tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, by this evening it will be circulated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-15 p.in. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. ' 

The Council was then adjourned till 1-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 27tli 
March, 1347. 


Members absent. 

The following members "were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 26 th March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Mamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

,(2) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(3) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

^5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(6) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(8) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

{9X Dr- Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(10) HajiTHd. Yusuf, and 

(11) Mr. 'Nur Ahmed, 
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BENG^ LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL QBBATES 


First SossiOfi, 1947— No. 26. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the '27th March, 1947, at 1-15 p.m., being the 269i 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 (2) (a) of the 
(jovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Production of cloth by Bengal’s textile mills and handlooms. 

74. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Ilon^ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state if it is a 
fact that Bengal’s textile mills and handlooms produce only up to 40 per 
cent, of cloth required tor Bengal’s growing population and the other 60 
j)er cent, is imported from other Provinces? 

(h) If so, what special measures have been taken by the Government for 
development of Bengal’s handloom weaving and textile mill industries in-« 
Bengal? , 

(c) What is the total number of spindles allotted to Bengal by the Govern- 
ment of India recently and how many mills are going to be started in Bengal 
to produce the other GO per cent, and at wdiat places these mills would be 
started and by whom? 

(d) What steps are being taken to secure a larger quota of spindles and 
yarn for handlooms of Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Development of cotton textile industry is being planned by the 
Government of India on an all-India basis. For expansion of existing nlills 
and setting up of new ones, the Government of India have allotted 325,000 
spindles to this Province. Out uf the above quota, about 68,000 spindles 
have been set apart specially for supplying yarn to handloom weavers whose 
present principal difficulty lies in securing yarn for their looms. The estab- 
lishment of a spinning mill by this Government for supply of yarn to hand-^ 
loom weavers has also engaged active consideration of the Hon’ble Minister. 

(c) 325,000 .spindles. A statement showing the names of the existing 
mills and the new ones to whom the above spindles have been allotted is 
placed in the Library. The places where the new mills will be started 
are not yet definitely known as some of the mills have not yet finished selec- 
tion of sites and land acquisition. 

(d) Hon’ble Minister and the Hon’ble Chief Minister have come into 
personal contact with the Government of India officials and have also written 
to them emphasising the need for allotment of additional quota of spindles 
for Bengal. He has already pointed out that out of the present quota of 
spindles for Bengal, production of yarn by about 68,000 spindles has been 
earmarked foit, ^distribution to handlooms. Representations have been and 
are being made to the Government of India for supply of larger quota of 
yarn for handlooms of Bengal. 
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Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDAR: As t&gAida the promise of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge cArCJommerce and Labour yesterday to . make a statement 
today regarding the tramway strike 

Mr. PR18IDEHT: There ar® yet questions Nos. 76 and 77 for reply. 
You please raise the point after the questions are over. 

Recommendations of the Jail Enquiry Committee. 

76. Mr. NUR AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the 
Government of Bengal to give effect to the recommendations of the Jail 
Enquiry Committee regarding the reform in jail administration and also in 
the condition of prisoners and under-trial prisoners ? 

(b) What are the special measures taken by the Government of Bengal 
to reform and ameliorate the conditions of prisoners by giving them educa^ 
tional facilities and giving temporary leave to visit their families or home? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department): (a) A statement is placed 
in the Library. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to paragraph G of the statement. 
Temporary leave is not given to prisoners to visit their families or home. 

Tube-wells in Bengal. 

77. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Health and Jjocal Self-Government be pleased 
to state — 

(a) the number of existing derelict tube-wells in Bengal, district by 

district, and when they were sunk; 

(b) the number and description (width and depth) of tube-wells to be 

sunk in each district according to the five-j^ear scheme of the 

Government of Bengal ; 

(c) the average cost of repair of each derelict tube-well and of sinking 

each tube-well; 

(d) whether hand pumps or power pumps were used for lifting water 

from these tube-wells ; 

(e) at what cost the hand pumps were purchased — the average cost of 

each — the average nximber of times in a year they went out of 

order and the average coat of repair of each per year; and 

(/) the average cost of a power pump, ii used ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government): 

•(a) Government have no record of the dates on which the tube-wells 
were sunk in various parts of the Province. Most of these tube-wells were 
sunk by Union Boards and District Boards and these Boards do not send 
lists of tube- wells sunk from year to year to Government. Nor are Govern- 
ment at present in possession of a complete list of derelict tube-wells in the 
Province. A survey has been undertaken to compile such a list. This 
survey is still in progress and not until the survey is completed will Govern- 
ment have full information on the subject. 

(h) In the five years ending 1950-51 10,000 new tube-wells are proposed 
to be sunk. Number of tube-wells for each district will depend upon the 
population. It is the intention of Government to provide one source of 
water-supply for every 500 persons. Besides new sinking, 15^000 choked up 
tube-wells are proposed to be withdrawn and resunk. The same basis of 
operation will be adopted. Diameter of tube- wells will be IJ inches. Depths 
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of tube-'W^Hs vary from district 'lb* district and from village to village. 
Approximate idea of d^ptb of tube-wells is given in^the list laid on the 
Library tMe. 

(c) Average cost of resinking of tube- well with new strainer and pumps 
on an average basis of 300 feet would be approxii^tely Rs.500. 

The average cost of a new tube- well is Us. 750, 

m t 

(d) Hand pumps. 

(e) Average cost of a handpump is Rs.20. As Government have so far 
not been responsible for the regular maintenance of tube-wells Government 
have no record to show how often a hand pump was out of order in course 
of a year. 

(/) The cost of a power pump depends on the duty it is called upon to 
perform. For a power pump to be fitted on a feet diameter tube-well, 
as is generally sunk in rural areas, the cost is between Rs.400 and Rs.500, 
provided there is supply of electricity in the area concerned. If, however, 
ihere is no electricity in the area a power pump for a similar tube-well will 
cost between Rs. 1,500 and Rs.2,000. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
please state whether the cost given in (c), (e) and (/), is pre-war cost or 
the present-day cost ? Because the cost seems to be too low ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Tramway strike. 

Mr. HA RIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Cominerce and Labour that 
he would reply to my short-notice question regarding the tram strike, I 
tind that he is not present in the House. Will any statement be made 
today, Sir? I do not know what will be the fate of that assurance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, the 

Ilon’ble Minister is not here and T cannot say anything 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: So far as I remember, the Hon’ble the 
Tieader of the House informed the Minister concerned about this matter and 
nil assurance was given on the floor of the House that the mattm* would be 
replied today. Sir, it is an urgent matter, and I do not like to comment 
on it. People are suffering horribly. The Hon’ble Minister perhaps does 
not understand the difficulty of the ordinary citizens. Government in 
Calcutta is practically non-exdstent. For two months the truck is open and 
there are no tram cars running. In the whole world there has been no 
such example, Sir. Therefore, urgent steps should be taken in this regard. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In matters 

like this it is always better and more convenient if short-notice questions are 
put to Government so that the department may give a considered reply. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I have already put in a short-notice 
question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Has the 

Minister agreed to answer it as a short-notice question? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That I do not know, bui yesterday 
Hr. Shamsuddin Ahmed gave us an assurance that he would reply to it 
today. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The point is this: So far as I 
remember, the Hon’ble Minister ddd not agree to treat the question as a 
short-notice question; he wanted to reply to it as an ordinary one. That 
is what he stated in the House yesterday. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs But, Sir, he also mentioned later that he 
would reply to it to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, he assured the House that he would however 
reply to the question today. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It has by now become an ordinary- 
notice question. 


Disturbanoes in Calcutta. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information. There is 
an outbreak of communal disturbances in Calcutta and we should like to 
have a statement from any member of the Government benches regarding the 
situation 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We are not 

in a position to make a statement on the situation. But if the honourable 
member wants a statement he should put a short-notice question 

The HOfl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, before this House closes 
today, if it is desired, the Chief Minister may be in a position to make a 
statement. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with regard to the situation at 
Bogra, I mentioned about this matter day before yesterday and the Leader 
of the .House asked me* to wait till the return of the Minister for Civil 
Supplies and that he would jnform him about it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I have com- 
municated about it the very day he arrived, that is jesterday. He said 
he would get the necessary information from Bogra. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now take up the Calcutta Rent Bill, 194G. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed moved his amendment yesterday and it is before 
the House now. 

Khan Bahadur Mr. A. M. SHAHOOpUL HAQUE; On a point of 
clarification,, Sir. Will the Hon’ble Minister say what would be the position 
if after the stipulated period the occupant does not move? What would 
the hotel-keeper do against the man who does not move after the period 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I presume that the mover will reply to it. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point o£ information. What does 
the mover mean by the expression *‘of his own motion and shall on applica- 
tion made to him by any person interested”? I do not find any definition 
of the words “persons interested”. May we have an explanation from the 
mover as to what does he mean by this expression? 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, in the former provision it was 
only tenant who could bring it to the notice of the Controller and he could 
move to the Controller for a remedy, if he felt aggrieved. But in tjie 
present an^endment that right has been given to a person interested which 
will inclufle the tenant himself, the occupant or a member of the hotel or 
any other persons who may be thereby affected. Also provision has been 
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made tliat whenever it is brought to the notice of the Controller by appli- 
cation by a person interested — either a hotel-keeper or any person in- 
terested in it^if it is brought to the notice of the Controller he may on 
his own motion take up the question and administer tlie remedy that 
appears to be fit and proper. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment. 
AUe have lieard the ex])laTiati(\ii of Mr. Sultaniiddin Ahmed about the 
“person interested”. This is a very dangerous clause that lias been inserted. 
“Persons interested” has been there, they may be })ersons who are in 
occupation or they may be owners. Only two persons are interested in 
such cases, namely, the tenant and the laiullonl. By this amendment it 
will be o])en to anybody of the public, to say that such and such thing 
happened in such and smdi ])lace, and will ask the Contloller to intervene 
in the matter. Tliis would bring* in more (‘onqilications. Persons who are 
agaiust some hotel-keepers may go to the Ilent Controller and ask him to 
interveme in the matter of fixing the hot(‘l charges and other things. This 
will b(‘ a hardshi]) both to the tenant as wvW as to the landlord. The words 
“interested jx'rson” are rather vague. The meaning should be clearly 
explained in the definition. The words have been wrongly chosen and’ 
this would luing in more compli(*ations. By this Bill Government wants 
to give relief 1o the people, but instead of giving relief it will make matters 
complicated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the apprehension of Mr. 
Nahar does not seem to me to be sound. Because “person interested” has 
got to prove to the court that he -is the person interested. Suppose a man 
ap]u*oaches an hotel-kee])er and he (‘harges exorbitant rates from him for a 
room or rooms. In that case the tenant will have to go to the Rent Con- 
troller and say that he has been charged exorbitant price by the hotel- 
keeper. How any other jierson can come here. I think the expression is 
so clear that it does not require any definition. 

With regard io the point of clarification raised by Mr. Shahoodul Haque, 
this does not apply to those cases where a person stays after the contractual 
period. Those cases will be dealt with under the ordinary law and the hotel- 
keeper will have remedy under that law. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(1) for the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 

occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or 
lodging house, fix the rent or charge of sm'h rooin oi* rooms” in 
lines 1-4, the words “of his own motion and shall on application 
made to him by any ])erson interested, fix the charge for any room 
or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be 
substituted ; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 8 be omitted. 

That in the proviso to sub-clause (2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(7) for the words “rent or charge of” in line 1, the words “charge for” 
be substituted ; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line and in line 4 be omitted. 

^he motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that at the end of i)aragraph 
(u) of the first proviso to sub-clause (-‘I) of clause 10 of the Bill, the words 
“and shall distinguish the amount payable as rent for the premises from 
the amount payable as hire of furniture” be added. 
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This Bill has been before the House for a long* time and I do not wish 
to delay the proceedings by taking up the time of the House in long ex- 
planations. It is quite obvious that in order to arrive at a figure the Rent 
Controller must at some stage or another find out the rent of the premisesi 
as distinct from the charge for the hire of the furndture. We 
believe, Sir, that it is in the general public interests that this item should 
be made known and should be declared by the Rent Controller. I submit 
this amendment to the House for their approval. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of paragraph (w) 
of the first proviso to sub-clause (3) of clause 10 of the Bill, the words ‘‘and 
shall distinguish the amount payable as rent for the premises from the 
amount, payable as hire of furniture’ ' be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose this amendment on 

the ground that it is unnecessary for the Rent Controller to fix the rent of 
the premises and to fix a separate charge for the hire of furniture when the 
house is let out on a certain rent. Rather I feel that if this is done this will 
cause inconvenience to the tenants and the remedies otherwise available to 
•him will not be so available if the Rent Controller fixes a certain sum as 
rent of the house and a certain sum for the hire of furndture. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that at the end of paragraph (ii) of the first proviso to sub-clause (3) of 
clause 10 of the Bill, the words “and shall distinguish the amount payable 
as rent for the i)remises from the amount i)ayable as hire of furniture” be 
added. 

The questdon was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 10 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


Clauses 14 and 15. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Now as regards clauses 14 and 15, yesterday we 
postponed them for considering whether the amendments which stand in 
the name of Mr. (Uarke could be admitted to be considered by the House in 
view of the fact lliat Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amendment (TOA) had been rejected 
by the House. I have considered the matter very carefully. Mr. Clarke’s 
amendment siibstdtuting bill clause 13 has already been accepted by the 
House and it is in some respects difi'erent from Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amend- 
ment substituting bill clause 13. I think that slightly changes the position 
and I am inclined to hold that the amendments which stand dn the name 
of Mr. Clarke can be moved; they are in order. So I now call upon Mr. 
Clarke to move the amendment. 


Mr, C. E. CLARKE: I move that after clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 


Suit or proceeding for 
Bviction for non-compli- 
ance with the provi- 
sions of the Act as to 
payment of rent. 


14. (7) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against 

a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of 
such tenant therefrom, in which non-com pliancer with 
the provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit 
of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act wdthin the 
time specified in that behalf in this Act has been taken 
as a ground for such eviction, shall be entertained by 
any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by 
the Controller by an order in writing under sub-section 
{2) to institute such suit or proceeding and has pro- 
duced before such Court proof that such permission has 
been granted. 
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( 2 ) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller 
any order referred to in sub-section ( 1 ) permitting him 
to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against any tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in 
writing to the Controller dn'^hat behalf, and if, on 
receipt of such application, the Controller, after giving 
the tenant 4n possession of the premises an opportunity 
of showing cause against the appLication and consider- 
ing all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied that 
there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent 
due by such tenant in respect of such premdses, or that 
reasonable grounds exist for such non-compliance, and 
if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited 
in the manner in whch a deposit of rent is required to 
be made under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 16 the rent 
allowable by thds Act in arrear before an order under 
this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order reject 
ing the application, but, if the (kintroller is not so 
satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller 
shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the order applied for.” 


Sir, this amendment restores to the Bill the original clause 14 which in 
the opinion of ray party it is essential that it should be brought into opera- 
tion. The Hon’ble Minister yesterday gave his reasons for restoring clause 
13 in an amended form and we consider ihat those reasons stand in this case 
also. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after clause 13 of the Bill, 
the following clause be added as clause 14, namely; — 

14. ( 1 ) No suit or proceeding by a huidlord against 

a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of 
such tenant therefrom, in which non-compliance with the 
provdsions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of 
rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises to 
the full extent allowable by this Act within the time 
specified in that behalf in this Act has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction, shall be entertained by any 
Court unless the landlord has been peiniitted by the 
Controller by an order in writing under sub-section ( 2 ) 
to institute such suit or proceeding and has produced 
before such Court proof that such permission has been 
granted. 

( 2 ) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller 
any order referred to dn sub-section ( 1 ) permitting him 
to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against any tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in 
writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on 
receipt of such application, the Controller, after giving 
the, tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity 
of showing cause against the application and consider- 
ing all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied that 
there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
-sions of this Act as to the payment or depos'it of rent 
due by such tenant in respect of such premises, or that 
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reasonable grounds exist for such non-compliance, and 
if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited 
in the manner in which a deposit of rent ds required to 
be made under sub-section (/) of section 16r the rent 
allowable by this Act in arrear before an order under 
this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order reject- 
ing the application, but, if the Controller is not so 
satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller 
shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the order applied for.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after clause 
13 of the Bill, the following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 

14. (7) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant- in possession 
of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, in which non- 
compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of 
rent due by such tenant dn respect of such premises to the full extent 
allowable by this Act within the time specified in that behalf in this Act 
has l>een taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be entertained by any 
Court unles the landlord has been permitted by the Controller by an order in 
writing under sub-section (2) to institute such suit or proceeding and has 
produced before such Court proof that such permission has been granted. 

(2) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller any order referred 
to in sub-section (7) ])erniiUing him to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evdcting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
ihat behalf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the ap})li(‘ation and con s^id (‘ring all the circaiiijstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no sucdi non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or dej)osit of rent due by such tenant in 
respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has ])aid to the landlord or has deposited in 
the manner in which a dejKxsit of rent is recjuired to be made under sub- 
section (7) of section 10 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons dn writing, make an order rejecting' the application, but, if the 
Controller is not- so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make the order applied fur.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. D. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 13 of the Bill 
the following clause be added as clause 15, namely: — 

15. Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 against an 
order of the Controller under sub-section (J) of section 13 or under sub- 
section (2) of sect'ion 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (^) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises by 
the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection with such 
suit or i)roceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be stayed 
during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of such appeal being 
given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been instituted or 
such suit or proceeding or the execution of such degree or order is pending, 
as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has been presented.’’ 
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Mr- TOEftiDEMTs Amendment moved that after clause lo of the Bill, 
the follotwing clause be added as clause 15, namely : — 

15. Where any appeal has been presented under section '24 against an 
order of the Controller under sub-section (S) of section 13 or under sub- 
section (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under 8ul>-section (3) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises by 
the execution of a decree or or(Jer, all proceedings in connection with such 
suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be stayed 
during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of such appeal 
being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been instituted 
or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order is pending, 
as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has been presented.’^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after clause 
13 of the Bill, the following clause be added as clause 15, namely: — 

15. Where any appeal has been presented undei- S(M*tion 24 against an 
order of the Controller under sub-section (3) of section 13 or under sub- 
section (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or pro- 
ceeding in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub- 
set,! on {3) of section 13 permitting a landlord to recovei- ])ossession of any 
premises by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection 
with such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall 
be stayed during the period such appeal is pending on Intimation of such 
appeal being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been 
instituted oi' such suit oi' proceeding or the execution of sucdi decree or order 
is ])ending. as the case may be, b\ the person by whom such appeal has been 
presented.’’ 

The motion was i)ut and agreed to. 


Chiusr ISA. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 18A stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (1) of 
clause 18 A of the Bill, after the words ' ‘permission under” in line 3, the 
words and figures “section 13, section 14 or” be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
18A of the Bill, after the words “permission under” in line 3, the words 
and figures “section 13, section 14 or” be inserted. 

Question before the House is that in sub-clause (7) of clause 18 A of the 
Bill after the words “permission under” in line 3, the words and figures 
“section 13, section 14 or” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 18A ol the Bill, after the word and figures “section 10” in line 6, 
the words and figures “or for obtaining his permission under section 13 or 
section 14” be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
18A of the Bill, after the word and figure “section 10” in line 6, the words 
^nd figures “or for obtaining bis permission under section 13 or section 14” 
be inserted. 

Question before the House is tlial in sub-clause (1) of clause 18 A of the 
Bill, after the word and figures “section 10” in line 6, the words and figures 
“or for obtaining his permission under section 13 or section 14” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 18A 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed To. 


Cltimr 24. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 24 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that to sub-clause (1) of clause 
24 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no appeal shall lie under this sub-sectdon from any order 
made by the Controller under sub-section {3) of section 18.” 

Sir, sub-section (3) of section 18 relates to urgent repairs and also supply 
of essential services in emergency cases and b> th:it section ])ower Inis been 
g'iven to the Controller to oi'der very urgent repair or sup]>l> of essimtial 
services, such as electricity or water. By this proviso I want to make it 
final. That j)roviso was omitted in the Select (jommittee but I think in 
emergency c>as(*s where the re])air ds very urgent and which may endanger 
life and property the order of the (kmtroller should be final. If one has 
to go to higher court it may take months and in the meantime the tenant 
may sufier for wani of these essential services. 

So, 1 propose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to sub-clause (!) of clause 24 
of the Hill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Pj’ovided that no appeal shall lie under this sub-section from any order 
made by ilu* Controller under sub-secTioii (3) of section 18.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that to sub-clause (/) of clause 24 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Providt‘d that no appeal shall lie und(*r this sub-section from any order 
made by the (ontroller under sub-section (3) of section 18.” 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that for sub-clause (J) of 
clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 
“(-1) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
j)eison aggrieved by an order pasvsed in apjieal by the Chief Judge 
or the District dudge or a person ap]i()inti‘d under sub-section {2> 
eithe]' imposing, or c-onfirming any order passed by the Controller 
im])osing a fine under section 11) or section 20, may, where the 
fine is not less than five hundred rupees and such application is 
made within thirty days of the date of such order, call for and 
examine the rec(»rd of such appeal aud, after giving the parties an 
o()portiinity of being heard, revise the order passed in such 
upi)eal. 

(^) All decisions of the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appointed under sub-section (^), as the case may be, shall, 
subject to the provisions of sub-section (J), be final.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause (3) of 
clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be submitted, namely: — 
“(J) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
person aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief 
Judge or the District Judge or a person appointed under sub- 
section (2) either imposing or confirming any order passed by 
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the Controller imposing a fine under section 19 or section 20, 
may where the fine is not less than five hundred rupees and such 
application is made within thirty days of Ihe date of such order, 
call for and examine the record of such appeal and, after 
giving the parties an opportunity of being heard » revise the 
order passed in such appeal. 

, (6) All decisions of the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appointed under subjection (2), as the case may be, shall, subject 
to the provisions of sub-seotion (J), be final.” 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: With regard to this amendment 
proposed to clause 24, though apparently it seems to be very innocent, yet 
at seems to be pregnant with very serious consequences because under the 
Calcutta Itent C<nitrol Ordinance which is now converted into an Act the 
Hon’ble the High Court would have the revisional jurisdiction under section 
115 of the ( iviJ Procedure ('ode and all orders would bi* subject io revision as 
a motion by the Hon'ble the High (^‘ourt. Of course under tile Ordinance 
it was in doubt whether the ordering authority set up by the Ordinance wa^ 
a «‘ourt. The oidei^ givim b_\ tin* Chief Judge and the Distiicl Judge will 
be an order giAen by the Cauirt. So the High (Viuit had the juris- 
diction to inteifere dn revision under section 115 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. Put it aiipeai's that by this sub-clause ((>) of tliis amendment this 
jurisdiction of the Hon'ble the High Court is intended to be taken away 
though in sub-clause apjiarently some relief has been given in rcsjiect 
of particular orders as to fine passed in appeal, but at the same time it will 
he vci‘\ injinious it the revisional jurisdiction of the High ('ouil nouhl he 
taken away hy this siih-claust* (0). So I would draw tiie attention of those 
who want to hav<* this amendment to eonsider whether this suh-elanse {6) 
can he eJdminated. So tar as Mih-clause (J) is concerned tli(*ri‘ is nothing 
to object. It IS all right and the High Court has heeu given almost the 
powers ot a setMUid apja'llate court; but, at the same tinu*, h.\ sub-clause {()} 
regarding other orders, and there are many other orders of a ver_\ important 
cliaractei passed citlu'i' liy tin* (Jiit‘f Judge oj’ tin* J)istri(‘t. Jiidgt*, the 
ordinary jurisdiction of the Hon'ble High Court, to be exercised for the 
(execution ot orders ouglit not to be removed and taken away and J would 
again say that the matter should be very earefully eonsidered beeunse they 
aic matters afle(*ting the rights of the people and there ought not to be any 
law by wliieb tlic rights of the jieople to ajijiroaeli the liighest tribunal of 
the land should be affected. The jieojile should not be deprived of their 
light of having an illegal order passed by any of these courts, either of the 
(^hit‘f Judge or of the Dictrict Judge, removed, or in other words that their 
jmlgnu'nt Nhoiild In* inailc final. J would ol)jt‘ct to this amendnumt, 
])arficiilarly to snh-chiuse (6'). 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the HorCble the H adcr 
ot the House is labouring under a misajiprehensicm . There is rea]l;v no 
difference between an Ordinance and a legislature juissed by this 
House be(*au^e tar as tludr legislative character is concerned, 

both are Acts. Therefore, the position has not been changed in any way 
by this Act. Then, again, the provision in this clause has not made the 
(Jiief Judge nr the District Judge a ('oiirt. They are only persona 
(fesif/iioUt : they are not a court, and we huA'e not nsiul that word here. We 
have sdmply used the words “Chief Judge” and “District Judge”. They 
arc leally perst/no desi f/noUi , and th(*y do not constitute a court. The 
position has not in any way been changed hv Hie (Jrdinance or an Act. T 
hope this will satisfy the iloiThle the Headei of the Opposition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question tiefore the House is that for sub- 
clause (-5) of clause 24 of the Bill, the follnwdng sub-clauses be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(J) The High ('ourt, on apfdieation made in that behalf by any 
person aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief Judge 
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or tho District Jud^e or a person appointed under siib-seotion (2) 
eitlicr imposing-, or confiriiiing any order passed by the Controller 
irai>oHin^> a tine under section 19 or section 20, may, where the 
fine is not less than five hundred rupees and such application is 
inad(* within thirty days of tlie date of such order, call for and 
(ixaniine the r(‘eord of such appeal and, after ydving the parties 
an op])ortunity of belli”* lieard, revise thi^ order passed in ^ch 
appeal , 

if)) All d(MnsionH ot the f^hief Jud”*<- oi the Dislrici Judye or a person 
apfxHuted under suli-section (2), as the (‘a.-^e may be, shall, subject 
to the provisions ot sub-section (J), be final”. 

The (lueslion was jiut and a”*reed to. 

The (jU(!slion iliai ebiiisf* 24 as amended stand part of the Bill W'as then 
put and af^^reed to. 


2 -). 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I be” 1o mov<‘ tliai foi clause 2b of the Bill, 
the followdii”* clause* be substituted, namely: — 

”25. (/) 44ie nen/^al Ordinances Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so far as it enacts and continues in operation tin* provisions of the 
(•alcutta lb*nt Ordinama*, 1945, is hereby lepealed. 

(2) Any rules, orders and appointnnmts ma<le or any apiiointment 
deem(‘d to have been imnb' or anytlnin” done oi any aetion taken 
or any p!'oee<‘di n”s conimcneed oj (IcimikmI to li.i\,' laa ii com uiemas! 
und(‘r any of tin* provisions oi tin* s;iid Ordinance shall continue 
in toK'c in so far as iln^v arc* eonsistc'ut with this Ac't and shall 
be dec'ined to have b<*(*n made*, done*, takc'u or eommeuced under 
the correspond ill” provision of this Act.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope eojiic's of this amendment have been supplied 
to honourable* members 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: \Vc* arc* just now ”(*tting', Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: J would jusi like to jioint out 
to the Honourable tin* L<‘adc*r of tlic* Opposition that Clause 25 remains as 
it is. Only one* clause*. namc*lv, the repealiii”* clause, lias been added to 
it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All riuht , ^^e do not o}>posi*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment iuov(*d that for (*laust* 25 of the Bill, 
the followiii” (dausc* be substit ut<*d , namely: — 

”25 (/) The Bengal Ordinance.s Tc*mporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so far as it c*nacts and continues in operation the provisions of the 
O'aleutta Bent Ordinance*, 1946, Is hereby repealed. 

(2) Any riib'S, orders and a|)pointmeiits luacb* or any appointm(*nt. 
d(*eni(‘d to have bc‘t*ii made* or aiiytlidn”* done* oi any action taken 
or any proc(H*din”-s eomnumc'ed or deemed to have bc*en eommeuced 
under any of the firovisions of the said Ordinance shall continue 
ill force iu so far ns thc\ an* c'onsisteut with this Act and shall 
be* d(*c*med to have been made*, done, taken or commeneed under 
(he coi ri‘>[Mindin” ]H<n jsion ot this A((,” 

Tho Hon*bl6 Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, T accept the amendment. 
In tliis eouuc'clioii. Sir, 1 would reeord my appreciation of the help that 
tlic* liouourabb* uiembei- of all parties have ^aven me* in the* smooth passa”*e 
of this Bill I need not explain that this is a measure which is intended 
to benefit a lar”e sc'ction of the people and this will be welcome by all. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that far 25 

of the Bill, the follow iii^r elaiit.e be substituted, namely: — 

“25. {J) rile Bengal Ordinanees Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so far a.b it enacts and continues in operation the provisions of the 
Calcutta Bent Drdinauce, 194(i, is hereby repealed. 

{2) Any l^ie^, orders and ap|)ointmt nts made or any appointment 
deemed to hav(' been made or anythang done or any action tiikiH. 
(vr an> proetM'dings eomnnmeial or deemed to have Ix'en commenC^i^' 
iindei a?!\ oi tin' pro\isions of the said Ordinauee shall continue 
in toiee in so tar as the\ are <‘onsistt‘n1 with this Act and shall 
be deemed to have betm made, done, taken or eommenced under 
tin* eui responding ]>rovasion of this Act.“ 

The motion put and agreed h> 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I'he question before the Houst' is that elause 25 as 
amended stand pait ol the Bill. 

The motion was jiut and agit'ed to 

/ ///< (Uul /"n (I nil)l( . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 he St loll heion* tlie J louse is that the Title 
and Preamble .slam! purl (d tin' Bill. 

Thi‘ motion was j)ut and .igic'ed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sii, 1 b<‘g to move thal the Bilf 
as settled in the* ('(miik iI lu* passed—— 

Mr. BIREN ROY: flow <'aii In' movi' it at this stage, SirK I'hird 
reading cannot lake pbu<' loda> 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you object Y 

Mr. BIREN ROY: ies. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'riien, 1 thonk, it should be taken up on Monday 
ueJs.1. As ^ome ol tin' amemitm'iils im\e been earned ami it, is a complicated 
measure, 1 lln'ioloie bold that ii should be taken up on Monday next. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Ma^ wv not take up the otlier Bill, Sir, 
because there is still tune today f* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We h a\e tin' jiractice here not lo lake u]) other 
Bills when om* Bill is peiidjng 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: But, Sii, there is ample time today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: h not tho joaelice. Mi. K.t^lud, uml 1 am m»l 

going to introduce a praeliet* which is not salutary. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; And wc ohjcci to it. With regaid 
to sitting timiori'ow, w^e wme gi\<*n to understand yesteiday that tomorrow 
there would be no sitting. 1lu' reason being that tomorrow' there would be 
a general strike. Bnl it now' ajipi'ai- that there will he no strike -at least 
this has been postponed .Now. Sii, 1 find that the coneeiiHUH of opinion of 
my party seems tlmt a." thoy made anangi'meiit aceonling to tlie arrange- 
ment of yes1erda\ and on tiiat nmlointamling they would not like to have 
any sitting tomorrow' 

The Hon’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: tioveninseiii have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then we sit on Monday. The House stands 
adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday next. 
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Adjoumment. 

Tile Oouiifil then adjourned till 1-40 p.m. on Monday, the dlst March, 
■“ 17 . 

Members absent 

^ The lollowon}^ inenil)ei> wwr Iron) the meeting of the Council 

held on Ihe 27th March, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. llainidul lliiq (-howdliury, 
p>) Mr. Y UHuf All (/houdhury, 

(1) Mf. Kric Dernot Do>ne, 

(o) Khan Baha<liii Slieikh hazal Kll.ihi, 

(h) Mr. Mun^turani -laipuna, 

^7) Alhadj Khun Buhadui Sheikh Md. Jan, 

(8) Mr. 11 inn ay un Z. A. Kabir, 

(9) Ml'. S\e(l Abdul Majid. 

(10) Ml. Nagendra ,Nalh M»Ji<danobish, 

(11) Ml. T. B. Ninnno, 

( 12) l)i Kunmd Sankai l{a\ , 

(Id) Ml Bii'eiidia KiNhore Boy ('howdhury, 

(M) Mi» k]th('l Bolu'ithon, c.s.c., 

(lo) Ml. Md. 4\iufi() and 

(Hi) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahidiizzainan. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 




First Session, 1947— No. 27. 


Tiir Coi'XriL met in the Legislative riiamber of the Legislative Buildb^ 
ing, I'alciitta, on llu' -‘llNt March, 1947 at l-4'> p.m. being tlie ‘^’7th day Of 
Ihrst Session ot 1947, pursuant to section (>‘i(~)(rM of the (loverninent of 
India Act, 19do. 

Mr. President (the ILm'hle Sir Buoy Prasad Sinoh Hoy, k.c.i.eA was 
in the Chan-. 


Obituary reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (.)rdt‘r. order. Honourable nu‘inlu*rs of the (’ouncil, 
it is a in(danch(dy duty oi tlu* ( hair to refer to the deatli of Professor Abdul 
Bary under very tragic circumstances and this event took ]dace on the IhSth 
of this month muir Patna. He was a seltit‘ss worker and was the Presidmit 
of the Bihar Ihovincial Congress Commit tt‘e and was for somt* time tlie 
Deputy Speaker of the Bihar Legisla1iv(‘ Assemble. H(‘ was a w'ellknown 
labour leader and devoted his hto to the cause of tin* down-troddi‘n millions 
of this great country. Ma\ his soul rest in ])t*act‘ ! 

It is also my melancliol\ duty to refer to the death of Begum Muhammad 
Ali who passed awa.\ at (he age of til in Bombay on tin* ‘JSth ol Maii’h, PM7, 
She wuis tin* worthy coiisoit <d the late Muhammad Ali and took active ]Kirt 
in the Khilafat movi'meiit when the All Bndhers w(*re in jail. She was a 
m(*mb(‘]' of tin* C, P. la'gislativi* Assoinbly and also a member of the All- 
Jinlia Muslim League Working Committei*. Wh* d(*e])ly mouin ln*r loss. 

May In*]' soul n‘st in ])ea(‘e ! 

J would now re(|uest tin* honourabh* members to rise in their jilai'es as 
a mark of lesjiect to the departt‘d souls. 

(The membeis having stood in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the ])(*rmission of the Housi* I would coiney the 
symjiath} of the Tii*gislativ(* Council to the members of the bereaved families. 


Point of Information, 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (Jn a matter of information. 1 do not 
see the Home Minister or tin* Finance Minister here. This Hou.se is 
anxious and would like to know the situation which is now jirevailing in 
Calcutta wdth respect to the riot. The other day, Sir, a ho|)e was held out 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman that he would arrange that a statement 
on the riot situation was made by the (diief Minister or tlie Finance Minister 
during tlie course* of that day. But they never turned uj). Nowy Sir, we 
want to know how matters stand at present b<*cau,si* many of our jiarty 
members have* not turned up today probably on account of more trouble and 
unless arrangements are made to bring tin* members to the House and to 
take th^^m back in safety it will not be ])ossible for the Opposition to attend 
the session regularly. Unless these arrangement.', are made or unless the 
situation improves, Sir, it will bo better if the House is not held for at least 
10 day#. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: -Wbe Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 
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The Hon’ble SYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I think 1 shall have 
to consult the Chief Minister before I can say anythinjp: in the matter. T mean 
in the matter of conveyance and other things and also the closing down of 
tiic House for some days. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 1 can say something on the subject. We have 
airanged fiom today f(»r armed ])olice escort and we h.ive got a truck to 
bring all the members from their homes and to take them back. All the 
jne!ni)ers cannot however be biought to the House all at oiice and they will 
Lave to take their turn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, tliat is alx )ut the conveyance. What about 
the statement on the not ‘r' 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Ot course I made the statement 
the other day that the Chief Minister will come to the House dining the 
course ot the day, belore the ('ouncil ilissolved, to make a stjitetnent. The 
Chief Ministei* should iiave come u]) that day but the House broke u]) earlier 
than usual. That is the reason why the Chief Minister could not make the 
statement tlie otlier day. The Chief Minister can be made available here 
today, say just a f(‘W minute>^ betoie the House rose for the day and he can 
make the statimient. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I In >1)«* you will kindl\ send woid to him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Muslims acting as Subdivisional Officers in the Executive Branch of the 
Bengal Civil Service. 

78. Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan): Will tin* HoiTble Mmistei m (diarge of the 

Honit' Dcjiartment be ])leas(*(i to stati* how man> Muslims arc' acting as Sub- 
divisional Othceis in the* K\(‘cufive Ib-ancli of the Ih'iigal ('ivil Service and 
lioiv maiiN are mm-M ii^lims y 

ih) Are any Suh-Deputy Magistrate's acting as vSubdivisional Officers and, 
if so, how' many of Ihem are non-Mu‘?lims and how man^ are Muslims’^ 

(c-) Are the (io\ eminent willing to adopt a policy of placing Muslim 
and non-Muslim Suhdivisional Ollh'ers in charge of each subdivision 
alternatively? 

(c/l If not, what other policy can the Oo\ernment adoj>( in order to 
satisfy the demand of the Muslim community for the j)Osting of Muslim 
Subdivisional Offi(*ers in all subdivisions? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home Department): {a) Muslims— 41. Non- 
Muslims — 44. 

(h) Yes, two. Muslim — 1. Non-Muslim — 1. 

(r) Besides the undesirability of adopting such a jioliev from the point of 
view of communal harmony, it may not always be jmssilde to arrange this 
i>cle of Hindu and Muslim Subdivisional Officers. 

(c/) Tt is im])ossible to iiost Muslim Subdivisional Officers in all the sub- 
divi.sions bi'cause thc're are not enough Muslim officers for this and even if it 
Avere possible to do so, such a policy Avould shatter the confidence of the 
other community in the administration completely. 
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Dissatisfactory work of the Hoatth Section of the District Boards in Bengal. 

79. Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PATH AN (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in cliarKe 
of the Department ol Health and T,oeal Self-Government he pleased to state 
whether he is aware that the Public Health Section of the District Boarcls 
in Bengal is not working satisiactorily ^ 

{h) If so, what are the reasons!'' 

(c) Do the Government propose to provim ialise tlie same? If so. when? 

(d) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department): (a) Government are of opinion that 
the working of tin' Public Health Section of the District Ibnird varie.s from 
district to district inid it i> not ])Ossible to make a general statement on the 
subject. While, however, in some districts the working ot the section as a 
whole is satisfactory Government teel that the existing Public Health 
Organisation in the districts is inadeciuate to meet tin' health reijiiirement 
of the province on modern and ]>rogr(‘ssivo lim's. 

{h) The reasons for tin* inadeijuai'y of the Distric't Healtli Organisation 
i.s mainl.N financial. Another n'asim toi- the deficiency is the lack of a 
precise definition of the rcsoonsibilit ies of the Ihovincial Government and of 
the District Boards. This lias h'd to some duplication oi staff and to lack of 
co-ordination bi'tween the Govi'niment and tin* District Board staff. 

(c) The (luestion of ])i ovincialising the liealth si'ivici's is at ])resent under 
consideration of Government. While no fin.al decision has yet been arrived 
at, (TO\('rnment are at present con^'idering provincialisjit ion ot thi' health 
services only in tlio^i' districts where the District Boards a^rei* to such 
provimdalisat ion. 

((h Does not aii^i*. 

Construction of all-weather road in the district of Jalpaiguri. 

80. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will the lion idc Ministm in 
['liarge ol the Departirn'iit ot Works and Buildings be jdeaserl to stati' — 

(r/i in wliicli year tlie con''trnction of Hashimara-Madarihat, railway 
station all-weatlier road in the district of Jalpaiguri is to be 
undertaken ; 

{h) whether hr* is awarr; of the existence of the river Toorsa separating 
llashirnara from Madariiiat ; and 

(r) 'whether the Government have a seheme to bridge it over? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of WORKS and 
BUILDINGS (the Hon’ble Mr. Dwarakanath Barori): id) It is 1(*ntatively 

proposed to take iij) tin* corrstruction of the road in the sei'ond \(*ar of first 
)hase ot the Five Year Hoad D(‘velo])nient Ih'ogramme, j.e., lt)4S-4!t. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’hic Minister- kindly ex'irlain in view » 
it the tact that he has given the answer to {h) as “yes” and has given the 
in.swer to (</), and the answer to to hf*ing “No‘\ how does lie mean that 
he railwax will he able to go from Hashrmara to Madarrhat withont a bridge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: We have not got enough 
tnoney to bridge the gaps even at the highest classes or courses. It is not 
[) 0 ssible 
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Mr. BIREN ROY; That is not my question. My question is this: the 
questioner has asked whether he is aware of tlie existence of the river Toorsa 
separatin^^* Hashiniara from Madarihat. There is only one river and the next 
question is whether Government liave a scheme to" bridge it over. The 
answer is “No”. But at the same time the answer to (a) is tentatively 
propost‘d to take up the construction of the road linking the two places. 
If he does not want to have a bridge how he goes from one place to the other 
without a ])ridge!^ 

The Hon»ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: It will be done later on. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That means that Mad,irihat and Hashiniara will not 
be linked now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: But it will be done later 
on. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Then the answer to (r) is not correct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: Ye s, fnr the tiim* being. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (jue stions over. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the third reading of the 
Calcutta Bent Bill. 

Th(‘ motion that the Bill as amended be pa.^sed lia^ already been moved 
by th(‘ Ilon'ble Minister. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I ri.se to opjiose ilio third leading of the Bill. 
On jirimuple I do not object to the control ot nmts in ( aleutta or even in 
areas suirounding Calcutta in the rqiarian municijialities. I would not go 
so far a^ was anti(*i])ated b> a Goveinment ])a]ty member, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
who later on withdiew all his amendments in res])ect of tht‘ towns of Dacca, 
Darjeiding and Chittagong, Howrah ol course is iiududed within the riparian 
inunici])alities surrounding Calcutta but the Bill allm- all these amemhiumts 
and in the shajie in which it has Ixam bi-ought up before us for tlu‘ third 
reading is not the om* which we would like to ajijirove. Our first objection 
to this would be in this manner — that in tlu‘ stdect committee ot which the 
Leader of the House was the Chairman and the Hon'bie Minister in charge 
sponsoiing the Bill, was also a member, and other jirominent members of 
the Government sidi* as well as of the opjiosition, various clauses were 
deleted and were also changed but wdiich have suhseiiuently found a way 
into the Bill again through the good grac(‘s id Mr. Clarke, om* ot th(‘ 
members ot tlu* Curojiean part\, so that all the clauses that were omitted 
[iraeticall \ wtuc brought into tin* Bill. That means the Bill whi<di was 
sent back to the Seh‘ct Committee on the motion of tht‘ Ilon'ble ^^linister in 
cliarge ot the Bill — and with his aiiproval it was sent back — as he said in 
one instance that he w’ould find out what was to be done — that for the 
chiusi's Id, 14 and Id the members were of the opinion that they thought 
it undesirable to retain the provision reganling obtaining jamnission of the 
I'ontroller before the issue of the ejectment notice. But within two Aveeks 
how’ could the same member think that it is undesirable to include again 
the saim* ]n'ovision. The Select Committee sat and debated and discussed 
and came to a decision and tben in the House they changed their opinion 
and think that it is undesirable to include such provision. Now, Sir, coming 
to this aspect of the Bill as a whole — for wdioin the IBll is intended? It is 
stated by some ])rominent ineinber of the European Group, which Mr. Clarke 
belong. Now’, Sir, he stated in private that “you can tear the Bill up, it i 
is of no use”. If that be the attitude of the members supportiim* the amend- 
ment after such a long debate then 1 think the whole thing wdll be reduced 
to a farce even after passing of this Bill. This Bill I think has been a 
discriminatory Bill and it has been unfair to at least one particular group— 
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I mean the group of house-owners (Here some lionourable memhers 

began to talk among themselves). Sir, the honourable members are talking 
between themselves they may be pulled up^ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. You may address the Hon’ble 
Minister through the Chair. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir, I am addre>.'.ing the Hon’ble Minister 
through you. I wa.s telling bim through ’sou, Sir, that before this Bill is 
put into operation and dictators and controllers are appointed some rules and 
procedure should be framed as regard.s the tixation of standard rent. There 
has been no provision made in this Bill which will give him an idea how 
the standard is going to be fixed. Everywhere in the Bill it has been said 
that standard will be fixed a^ it d(‘enis to be just. How are wt* to know what 
is the just renty Mi'. Claike \\ anted to cl.irify the ]>ositiou of rtuital with 
furniture so that the lurnilure will Ik* valued at the jiresent market value 
whereas nobody tried to force an i.smu* that the standard rent of a ]Uirticular 
house will also bt* valued at the jiresi'iit maiket value of the materials. 
There was an amendnieiit b\ Khan Bahadur Muhanimml Ian that tin* standard 
as envisaged in clausi* 1 should not affect rent oi buildings constructed alter 
194d. 'rin* liousc-owm'i's cannot Ik* ('\p(‘ctt‘«l to form an t‘n(lownit‘nt for tJie 
protection (d lenaiit**'. Allei all ihere a juotil 'niotne and certainl\ you 
should allow ci'itani nnniniuni .nnount oi pi'olit to those in\estors who havt^ 
no othci way ot li\cliho(Ml. When \ ou are so much interestrd about the 
tenants who ari* to ]).i\ icnts \ou inu^t also consider the cas(*s of such owners 
of houst's who ])ra(‘t ically live on the i(‘nt^ leali^ed fiom llu'ir hous(‘s which 
sometiiiH's range tT'oiii Bs.lO o? IN.I"> to Ks.llM). In the case of these 
houst'-ow nci's it will Ik* it*all\ <liflicult to cxi'cnli* lc])all'^ oi e\en to iiiiprovci 
their 1(*akv loot or olhci fittings. i*tc. dhex au* forced to tiu\ building 
materials from tin* blackinaiket at higln*r lates. Now, tin* Bent Controller 
will certainlx not ;.:ive him tin* bem'fit of pui'chasing things at eontndled 
rates. Besnh's jiower ot incrt'asing tin* rent has b(*en completely curtailed 
and the maximum incieasc* has le'en fixed at ID per ci*nt. In othei piovinces 
a maximum of oD pel <*«*nt. has lK*(*n fixed. In l)«*lhi if is DD ]K*r cent and 
in othei' munici|)alities .also. { would r(*(jUi*st the Ilon'ble Minisfei that the 
best thing’ for him to do would Ik* to form a Itent Advisorx Board in which 
rent <lictatois or rent conttollers ma> be selected from non-oflicial menib(*rs. 
In that Boaid both st'ctioiis of this House as well a^. (d tin* Lowt'i lloiisi* may 
be taki*n. ddieir function would lx* to advisi* (loxernnn'nt about the standard 
rent and also in n'spcct of ])iocurement of building maf(*nals fioni the 
C'ontrolleis (d Iron, ('ement, etc., so that the landlord might not find it 
difficult to get the mateiials. There m.i> be /omd or regional boards, if 
necessarx om* foi' tin* ri]>arian muiiicj]);dii les (d Calcutta, two l(u t'alcutta 
and otheis foi' tin* munici]>abties m difVeicnt parts (d ]h*ngal if (ioxeinnient 
likes to extend tin* opi'iation of thi> Act to (dh(*r parts oi lh*ngal. In 
fixing tin* staiidanl rent another aspect of the m.itter ma_\ be takc*n into 
consideration. As 1 stated lK*fore the budding (d hous(*s is also a kind of 
business, if you may call it and the inxestois certainlx want a limited amount 
of return from such houses. In tin* ('entral Ia*g‘i''lat ure even after the 
E. B. Tax a H*bate ot ti ]K*r ct*nt. on the capital outlay ha" Ik'cii .dlowed. 
Now, if tin* business ])eo]de can haxe a <1 ]k*i cent, rebate ceitainlx the 
hous(*-owners consid(*ring the dej)r«*ciation .ind other things may also claim 
rebate on the total value id the liuilding". Ev(*n if the budding is not a new’ 
one tin* rebate should not falMu’low •> ]K*r cent. be(*ause after all the buddings 
must be maintained in a habitable comlitnm as is envisaged in tins Bill or 
as is desirable. I wouhl reipiest the Hon'ble .Minister, if he chooses 
to ojierate this Bill in tin* interest" fd tin* tenants and aUo 

intends to give a fan deal to the landlords, to have a middle 

class house building society siioiisored by (tovernm(*nt and thiough 
that society or through some such small societies which may come foivxard 
to the Government for the biiihling of houses, crmtroll(*d materials mas be 



622 


CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


[31st March, 


allowed to these individuals willing* to build houses and the standard rent 
for such buildings may be fixed beforehand so that actually buildings may 
be built up in larger numbers in Calcutta for the tenants and for the 
amelioration of the conditions of those who are even now in this Pakistanisa- 
tion scheme being uprooted from one i)art to another and cannot find 
nccoiiimodation. Now, Sir, we are fully in favour of the salutar\ provisions 
for ])enalising those who are asking for salami or some other forms of 
exorbitant charges, but, at the same lime, Sii . we should ask tor the 
protection of the (iovei-nment against this Bill being used against tlie 
inter(\sts of any landlord lor the juirpose of harassing tliem. With this end 
in view, Sir, we wanted some jeasonahle amendments to be incor])orated in 
the Bill, om* of thcun being that all repairs are to he undertaken by tenants 
wdien such damages are caused h> the tenants themselves and that the same 
sort of enquiry should he instituted in this hehall as is to he jirescribed in 
this Bill or in the Pules to he made thiuiuimhu iKueaitcr, about the damages 
to be repaired by the house-owner when such a place will he reiiorted to the 
Controller by a tenant as damaged and should be repaired at once. In such 
cases. Sir, th(‘se should ha\(* been i(‘ci])rocated by ffovernment but even this 
reasonable thing was thrown out on the ])lea that the house-owner can have 
liis remedy by going to court. Why should you bring in the couit when it 
conc(‘rns tin' lamllord and when it is a (pu'stion conci'ining a tenant you 
bring in the Controlh'T* so that the hous(‘-ownei cannot have access to the 
courts You should give a fair deal to everybody. 

Now, about the amendnu'uts which hav(‘ Ixam niov('d and even passed 
it is us(‘h'ss now to (‘arr\ on much di.scus.^ion on those ])ointN, and the only 
thing, that we, at tin* time of oppoMiig the Bill at this stage, may state, 
would he that when the Contiollers are appointf'd in Calcutta, as there will 
be s(*V(*ra1 of them, 1 helit*ve, tln‘,\ .should he appointed with ]iarticular 
refer('nee to tin* communities who will at least look alter the different zones 
ill Calcutta, as foi* instance there should he a Muslim Controller for the 
areas where tin* ^fuslims are in a majority in Calcutta, e.g., Pai'k C'lrcus, 
Ihitally and other ai«*as, and a Hindu ( ontrolh*r foi* the southi'in areas .say 
Bhow anijion*, Balls gunge, Alipoie and this side. ()tln*rwise the hardshi])^ 
\vill onl_\ he more and more. (The Ifon’hh* Mr. Fx/iru Pvitmw: Why?) 
Y^ou will find it wln*n the opt*i'.itions uinh*r this Act w'ill begin. Theiefore 
my advice* to \m\ would he* to apiioint, immediately with the ap])ointment 
of (In* ('ontrolh'r, a non-official P(*nt Advisory Boaid — if nec'essary even 
zonal Boards -to advisi* tin* Controller in respect not only to the fixation of 
rents hut foi- (he jmrpose* (d giving s.uictnm to (‘j(*clments and toi the jnirposo 
of iiisp(*ction ot lejiairs, damages and other things. 

M ith this leeiuest in the* Hon'hle Miiisiter. Sii, 1 opjio.se the third read- 
ing ot tin* Bill although we know that our optiosition will he ot no use and 
it will ht* ])assed in this Houst*. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to siqijioit the motion mov(*d by the 
Hon hie Minister for the jiassing of this Bill. Sir. questions have been 
raised in tin* House more than once about the priin'iple underlying this hill. 
Mr. Biren Poy , who had ju.st now sat down, charged us that the hill has 
been altogether altered in this House, that the changes made by the Select 
Committee have been undoin* in this Houst* and the result will he that it will 
harshly ojn*rate again.st the landlords. Sii, if is an emergency measure 
which is going to he made the law ot the land to cope with a situation created 
by the wau’ld war No. 2 ami J sujiport this emergency measure and it is 
going to he enacted to meet an emeig(*nt cireumstanee which has resulted 
from tin* great war which has just ended. During the war it is an admitted < 
fact that there was an intense atmosphere of inordinate gain with very few 
honourahh* e\cet>tions, and all who coiihl afford were bent on making money 
at any I'list. Sir, thus it resulted in inordinate and abnormal rise in house 
rent in most of the great cities; there were other causes too, namely, the 
influx of a large number of military piersonnel and the requisitioning of 
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many buildings, for military war purpose .which caii.sed this lack of accom- 
loiodation. This led to the landlords charging abnormal rents from their 
tenants and these circumstances led to the emergency measures like Bengal 
House Rent Control Order and the Calcutta House Rent Control Order. 
Though tlie war has now ended yet the circumstances still remain. vSpeak- 
ing from my own experience of Chittagong I may say that some houses 
in Chittagong wliich fetched a rent of Rs.5U only have now been 
let out at the abnormal figure of Rs. 31^0 and sometimes at a much 
higher rate the efiect of this we can easily imagine on tlie trade and 
commerce and also u})on the poor tenants and specially U]>on middleclass 
people with limited incomes who had had to find accommodation at the great 
cities. Accoidingly an Ordinam'c was pi-omulgated and it has cht*cked at 
least to some (‘xtent the inordinate up-grade tendency of tlie lamts to rise. 
The (iovernment propos(‘ make this emergency legislation so that it may 
he continued up to such a tiim* as it may he considered to lie normal. The 
Bill was introduced and was referred to Select C'ommitit*c. The rules 
prevented mi‘ fiom discdosiiig anything that hajqiened tlnu'e. It lias said 
a known tact while there was this great jianic taking jilaee in Calentta as a 
result of the Kith August great killing in ('alcutta most members from the 
mofiissil could not attend the meetings ot the Sidect Committee legularly 
and also wlimi the final rejiort ot the eommiltcH* was ]>resmiitMl and di'cided 
U})on. As T have stated in m\ Nott‘ ot ])iss(Mit tin* Bill has ])e(*n altogetiu*!* 
changed and alteied in such a \\a> that no usetiii ])ur))ose would he served 
if the Bill was enacted in the form in wliiidi it a]i])(*are<l from tin* Select 
Commit tee. It will not be in‘et‘.ssaiy to pass this (‘meigenev h‘gislation or 
to keej) it uj) wlu‘n tlie eirenmslanees (diange. In my Minute ot Dissent I 
pointed out the def(*ets of tin* Bill. T am glad that those iirovisions have 
been i-emoved in this House. One ot I he fundann*ntal ]>rinei])les of tin* Bill 
is the eas\ jirocedure ot geOnig a i(‘medy ladh tor tin* lainllord and the 
tenant and that is embodied in (daus(*s 13 and 14 ot the Bill. As 1 have stated 
in my Note of l)iss(*nt llu‘se are the most vital clauses in tin* Bill and it is 
those clauses that weie omitted in the S(‘leet Committei*. ( l.nisi* 13 provides 
tliat in a suit for e^letion tin* court will give a pr(*liminar\ ln*ariiig to the 
parties and afhu’ j)ndiminarv In'aring if tin* tin* court finds that then* is a 
good ease to ]>io{‘(*(‘d tin*!! othei’ evidences will h(* taken hy tin* eouil. This 
])roeeduiv i" eontaiin'd m (danse 13 of tin* Bill. Now, supiioM* a tenanl ]>ays 
a rent of Hs. ) or Rs.Kl ])er montli and liis landloj-d ^\ants him to he evicted 
any how. 33ie ]»oor tenant will have to d(*tend that suit. In* will have to 
engage a j)l'‘adei‘ ainl in tin* ]>reliminar\ (‘Use there may he 3 or 4 ln*ariugs 
hy the h'arued jdoadeis of hofh snh*s. In tlmt east* a man ])ayiug a rent 
of Rs.o or Rs.lU will have to incur a very ln‘avy litigation exjiense. 1 
would ajpieal to the hononralih' mt‘mh(*rs of the llousf* to consider how miielL 
he will have to .sjx'iid lor defending his right and that ait«‘r inelimiimry 
hearing if jiermission is given then In* will have to fight tin* remaining ])or- 
tion ot the case and iin'ur tnrther expenditiirt*. T}n*n, Sir. if he los(*s the 
case lie is saddled with tht* cost ot the casi* and he has to ])ay eonit f(*(* and 
other exiiemses. This would have the effect of leaving him wilhoul ii 
remedy in most cases. 11 he finds that lie is unjiisllv tr(*ated and (‘victed 
from his own accommodation he lias no remedy. Taking into eonsideiat i(»n 
all these things tin* jirovision has been changed here, otheiwise the lainllord 
could have got a decree e.r-parfr easily and evict his t(*nant next day. 
Under the exisUng jirovision it is laid down that the landlord would apply 
to the Controller lor prt'vions ]x*rmission and the ( ontroller would consider 
if there is a good ground for eviction: it so, In* will gi\e pt'rmission to go to 
the court. As regards (lualification of the Contndler it we take tliat into 
consideration we find that the (‘ontr(dh*r will ht* a lianisl**]- or advocate of 
the Calcutta High ( ourt of K) > ears’ standing. He wilt not he a raw man, 
be will he a very experienced man am! the lundloril will get the benefit of 
Ills mature judgment. Aft(*r hearing both parti«*s if he finds that there is 
a case he will give ])erniission . In that case tlie laidlord will he saved of 
a good deal of expenditure and lie will get his remedy. I fail to understand 
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why there is so iiiiich objection for changinjr that procedure. For thef* 
benefit of the landlord there is a clause added to this Bill by which the 
Controller will take not more than three months to decide a petition. This 
time-limit has been laid down in this Bill for the benefit of both landlord and 
tenant. So with regard to the complaint that the Controller takes much 
time in deciding a petition and the landlord has to go to court or send his 
gomostas many times for this purpose will not arise. Then there is another 
safeguard for him in that he can go to the court and get the tenant evicted 
on certain conditions. This Bill has been altered in this House in such 
manner that it gives ample facilities to tin* landlords to get justice. Mr. Boy 
has said that only 10 per cent, increase has been allowed. Sir, generally 
speaking 10 per cent, increase is not a very small percentage and more so 
when most of the buildings hijve Ueen erected before tlie war and there will 
be no additional cost to Ik' incurred by the landlords. In these days of 
cheap money when in the market yon get only lA })er cent, as interest 10 
per cent. })rofit is not a jnatter of joke. I think (government is justified 
from that ])oint of vi(*w. Anotht'r honourable immiber op])f)site has said that 
tliis Bill ought not to have been ])ass('d in this House. With great i-esi)ect 
to my natiomdist frietids. 1 must sj»y that they are found following two 
princi]des, in different ]dac(‘> and circumstance^. This is a grt‘at cliaige 
against imnnbei's of a gieat organisation. 1 have tin* highest I’espect for 
that great organisation but 1 sorr\ to sa\ that soin(‘ of the nn'inbers bv 
tlieir own eondind biing discredit to that organisation. Similar Bills liave 
bemi jiassed in (dhei' Congress pi-ovinces WIhmi such a Bill is ])a,ss(>d by 
any ('ongri'ss jnovinci' it is widcoim* and bemdicial and when it is ))asst‘d in 
a ])i'ovince wheri' the Congr(‘ss is not in powm- it is rubliisli and reai'tionary. 
In some of thos(' Acts (‘ven sub-l(‘tting has been n'cognised out in tins Act 
in ver\ e\ee])t lonal circumstanci's, siib-hdting has been recogiiis(M]. In tin* 
limit Control Bill just ])ass(>d b\ the Central (io\m‘nment, sub-letting up to 
the date of the jiassing of the Bill has ])een allowed in all circuinstaiici'.s. 
So thm’i' is no ground to condemn this Bill ])y my learmal frimids on tin* 
opposite. So 1 ask ni\ frimids to consnhu' this Ibll from one jioint, from 
one principle, naiindy whether or not it will benefit those lor whom it is 
intended, at a time, when (‘very landlord, though T must say that there are 
a good nian_\ (‘xcejitioiis or rather most of thmn an' veiy eagm' to enhance 
the rate of lent. So under the circumstances tlu'ie is good justification 
for the ]iassing of this Bill which is a salutaiy immsiin'. 1 must congratulate 
the Hon'ble Minist<‘r foj- making the nec(‘ssaiy changi* in tlu' Bill in this 
Hfiuse so that this Bill may jirove really beneficial to thos(‘ for whom it is 
intended. 

MTth these few words 1 supjiort tin* motion. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose the passing of this 
Bill, Sir, tliis Bill was jilact'd by the (lovernment and it was gone through 
by a Stdect Committee. Bui, Sir, I am surjuist'd, as I mentioned the other 
day also, that the (lovernnn'nt (diange their mind from timt* to tinii* and I 
do not know what is in their minds still and whether they will come foiwvard 
wdth new amendmeiils or not. Sir. in the Select Committee th(*re wau'e also 
th(‘ membms of the (lovernment who were in a majority. The Hon'ble the 
Leader of the House as wadi as the Hon'ble Ministei’ in charge ot tin' ffill 
were in the St'h'ct Committee and the (Tovernmeiit had an absoluti' majority 
there and they conducted the passage of this Bill in the Select ('ommittee 
as it was reported on by them. (Mr. (tHYasuddin Pathan : And did not 
th(' minoritv attend y) At that tim*. Sir, clause after clause W'as discussed 
and the (Government agret'd to the changes proposed in the Select Committee 
and the Bill was drafted and printed accordingly. That was placed before 
the Select Commttet' and it was ado])ted mostly unanimously. At the time 
of the sitting of the Select ('ommittt^e practically unanimity was thei%» 
My friend Hon'ble Mr. Nur Ahmed was there at the beginning but I am 
sorry he did not attend the last few meetings but still in the beginning he 
was also very helpful and he accepted the principle of changing the various 
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clauses as sugpfested in the Select Committee but curiously enough he him- 
self very strongly opposed those changes made in the Select Committee now 
on the boor of this House. Sir. we opposed the introduction of the amend- 
ments placed before the House and Ave oppose the passing of the Bill now, 
not for that pui-pose as has been told by members opposite that we represent 
the landlords side, which is never so. AVe want that some control or such 
reduction of rent should continue. People should get amelioration in 
getting their houses, in getting more accommodation but not the kind of 
control suggested in the Bill. Sir, Ave do not want to disturb the Avhole 
condition of tilings. The disease may be spreading. AVe do not want to 
bring in more doctors to check the disease but Ave Avant to chc'ck tlu‘ disease 
by preventing it. Prevention is better than cure. AVe im])lored the 
Government even in the Select Committee to try to helji those willing to do 
so in building more houses, more accommodation in the city. They did 
not hear it; they did not mind it; they did not care to encourage building 
of more houses so that the cong(‘sti(»n in the city niighi be remoA’ed. 
Secondly, Sir, Ave also suggivsttal that care should be taken that ihe suburbs 
of Calcutta might be encouiagcMl to biiihl more housi's and that transiinrt 
facilities and othei- aimmitit's may groAv up but that too (Ik* (Tovcrnimuit 
has iK'Aci tiled, oi‘ lia^' never suggesti'd. during tin* course of the did)at(' on 
tills Bill. Thmr only intention •ocenis to lx* to kee]i a clu'ck on the incn'ast' 
of iHuit^; but the {)roc«'ss that has lunm suggested in this Bill is reall_\ a very 
troublesome ])ioci‘ss, both to (he landlords and to tht‘ tenants. Sir, the 
proce'-s that ha" b('en >ugiiested in the vaiaous (dausi^s of this Pill is I'callv 
going to cause grtuit liaidshi]) to all the partie" concerned. Mr. Nui' AIiukmI 
has just ])oin(ed out that this Bill will givt‘ relict to the tmiants and virtiiallv 

the tt'iiants aviII not be .illoA\ed to sublet I'Accpt in a ver_\ t(‘w cast‘s. 

ProbabU he has not maiked that ni all ca^es sub-letting has htnm allowed 
in th(‘ Bill as amend(M| on thi* floor of the IToust*. 'riie next point is that 
as 1 have said tht' othei- day the estahlishmiMif ot a Umit Controller’s Court 
Ini" been inched through in thi" Hous(* b\ an amemlmmit. AVhat was 
suggested in thi‘ Stdect Committee Avas that theii* should not be a dual 

proc(‘dure, that a ])art> should not have to ]»ass through dual courts, orn* 

is the Bent (bntroller's office and anoth(*i‘ the civil court. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
said that e\[)en"i' at the civil court would be enoimous and that 
at the lient Controllei's cheaj). But I would advise him to go om‘ 
day to tht' Bent Confitdh'r’s court ami find for hinist'lf tht' great congestion 
ot cases. Ti Is, much moie troublesome going through tht* Bent Court than 
through tilt* civil couit. It takes a lot of time for tht* rt*nt court to decidt* the 
issut*, so (hat both tht' tt'nant ami the iantlloril get tlisgusted anti no rt'lief 
is obtained eithei by the landltird or by the tenant. Tht* next point that I 
would likt* to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Ministei- is that he should 
makt* some proAision to provitle the (lovernment servants with then own 
tpiarters. If it is dont*. thui a gi'eat amount t>f congestion will bt* it*n)ovt*iI 
and other jieojile will g(*t mere accomnnidat ion in the cil_\. A laigt* 
percentage of houses has been occupie«l by ( i(*veinm(*nt seivaiifs who have 
been newl\ lecruited. Dimng the war main jieojile from tlu* villages had 
to come to Calcutta who had got ji»bs in tht* Calcutta tjffices. If the (iovein- 
ment would care to juovide then own em])loy»*(*s with quarters c(*rtainl.\ that 
congestion Avould ver\ gr(*atly decrease and then tin* (juestion (d rent control 
also w’ould dt'crease a lot. AAAth these woids I op])0.se the passing of the 

Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Air. Piesident, Sir, 1 would di'scribe 
this Bill in one word, namely, that this Bill i.s a fascist im'asure. AVe tri(*d 
our best to democratise the Bill but we failed, AA’e did democrafist* it in 
the si'lect committee to some ext(*nt but Avhen if came here it avus changed 
altered beyond recognition, by amendments brought forward by om* of 
the members of the select committee, and tliat by Mr. Clarke. If the ]»rovi- 
sions of the Bill be examined it will be seen that the Avill of tin* Bi'iit 
Controller is law. AAliatever he wills Avith regard to the relationship of the 
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landlord with the tenant, that becomes the law. He has been given 
extraordinary powers, powers which should not be given to one single 
person. Even then, he has been made to lord it over the civil court. We 
tried in some measure to democratise it by giving some powers at least to 
the civil court, but even there the majority came in and we were outvoted 
by the opinion of the House. -The Rent Controller has been put in the 
position to do whatever he pleases. He may even oppose the institution of 
suits, and he may even stand in the way of the execution of a particular 
decree; that is, in a nutshell, whatever lie sa\> and does by way of establish- 
ing a relationship between the landlord and the tenant will become law. 
That is why I say in one word that the Bill is a fascist measure; all our 
attempts to democratise it have failed altogether and the will of the 
controller is law. I had no mind to take part in the third reading except 
for one point which 1 am asking of the Hon’ble Mr. Fa/dur Rahman and I 
hope he will give an answer to my point in his reply. It is this that the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinam^e Bill, 1947, has been enacted into law and it has 
received the assent of the Governor General so that the relationship between 
the landlords {iml t(*nants in res])eet of properly in Calcutta is setth‘d for six 
months. After this the Governmmit of Bengal has considered this lUll and 
is just going to ])ass it into law. Wlnm w(* pointed out this anomaly at the 
time when the Oidinances Bill came up ior consideration the Hoii’ble (Miief 
Minister stale<l that a clause would be ])ut in by Avliich the t'alcutta Rent 
Enactimuit Avill be rejaNded. Now, Sir, in this Bill we do not find any such 
clause added by the Hon'bh* Minister in charge ot the Bill. So this Bill is 
neither an alteiing Bill nor an annmding Bill nor a re])ealing one. This 
being so, an amendment to this effect cannot be added by the Assembly. 
The Rent Or<linanc(‘.s Act, 1947, having been jiassed by the Assiunbly and 
having received tlie assent of the Gr>vernor General, 1 say that this Bill is 
an illegal otk' and it cannot be rendei’ed operative. AViih these words I 
oppose the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sii', this is a measure which 
is intimded to jirotect the tmuints against arbitrary enhanciom'nt of rent 
by uncsrupulous landlords. But at the same turn* it is ensured to b(‘ fair 
to the lamllords. With regard to the suggestion of my Iriend Mr. Roy that 
an advisory cominittet* should b(‘ ap])oint(‘d, 1 have never given thought to 
this i(h‘a. T shall considm- it and then i shall be in a jiosition to say whether 
I shall be abh‘ to ac(*e]>t his suggestion or not. But 1 assiin* him this much 
that 1 shall consider his suggestion. 

I do not find that there has been any valid objection in this House to 
the j)assag(‘ of this Bill or to any jirovision of it. Some of the objections 
W"(‘re advanctal really in the undue inteiest of the landlords. With ri’gard 
to the (|uestion raised by Mr. Nahar that Goveinnumt want to have a measure 
like this in order to inconvenience tin* landlords and that they do not like 
to solve the housing ])i()blem, 1 may sa,\ that Government is conteni])lating 
a sidieme for the establishment of a satelite town in the suburb of Calcutta 
for the ridief of congestion. Government has (‘stablished a Housing Board 
which will acijuire lands and will buihl houses for the labourers and middle- 
class men of moderat(‘ means. These are the preliminaiy measures that 
have alieady been taken and 1 think these should satisfy the members of 
the ()])])osition if their genuine desire is to see that the housing problem is 
tatdvle<l by Government satisfactorily. With these words, 1 commend my 
motion for the accejitance ot the House at the same time T should say that 
both in the Seh‘ct (Yuumittee and in this House we acknowledge with 
grfititude the assistance that has bt'en rendered by all sections of tlie House 
specially by the members of the G})position. They were of great help. We 
may assure them that their suggestions will be duly considered at the time 
of the O])eration of the Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 194G, as settled in Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: IVe .shnll now take up the ]^eno-al Protection and 
Conservation of Fislies liill, PM7. The Hon’hle Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: Sii-, 1 to inovt' tliat the 
Bengal Protection and Conservation <d Fisiit's Bill, 1947, be taken into 
consi<lerati{)n and passed. 

Sir, in moving tor (MUisglerat ion oi the Bill, 1 brietty state the aims and 
objects ot the Bill. In the Statenumt pi Objects and Reasons ajipcMided to 
the Bill 1 liave mentiom'd about the urgency ot a measure to ]>romote the 
increase and consiu-vation ot fish. It is common (‘xpiu itmci' that the rivers, 
beds and other water areas of tlu‘ province are being denmh'd ot tish and 
we are now fataal with a situation in winch this land of tanks and rivers is 
suffering from an almost chronic scarcity ot fish. Many factors bavi* contri- 
buted to the })r(\sent state ot things. AVati'r ariais havt' driinl up in many 
parts, wat(‘r hyacinth has also played its part. But tlu' most im])ortant 
contributor\ factoj- is the indisci iminate catching of fisli and tlu' over- 
fishing which jiroceeds throughout tin* year. Othm- important factors are 
the use of mhs, fixed engines ami othei contribam'i's ])y which all fish is 
destroyed irresjieciive ot their siz(>s and the tree mov(Mn(>nt ot fish during 
the spawning season is hindmed. 'Phe Fisheries Act ot 1S97 ga\(' powei's to 
Government to ngulate sizes ot nets and use oi tixial engines by ruh\s. tint 
these rules could not b<‘ a])])ln‘d to ])rivate wateis without the eoiistuit of 
their owners. In Bengal most waters including nitus are ])rivat(‘ waters 
as defined in the Act with tlu* lesult that it has not bei*n jiossible to make 
any rule to ajijily to them. 

Tlu* jiresent IBll aims at the reguhition ot catching of fish in all waters 
exce])t jinvati* waters, but juivati* wat(*rs havi* be(*n so defined as to exclude 
rivers and other largt* bed ait‘as. It is also ]uo])ost‘d to ])rescribe close 
season for fishes during which fishing would be ])rohibited in su(*h art*as. 
particulai l,\ w1u*T(' fishes bleed. As in the Ad ol 1(S!)7 it is also projiosi'd 
to regulate the sizes and meslu‘s ot nets and the use of fixi*d engim*s. It 
will lie notict'd that the Bill ]>rojH)ses to gi\e ])owers to Gov(‘rnment to 
regulate all matt(*rs in (*xi‘rcise (d their rule-making powt*r. This is with 
a view to retain neci'ssarx flexibilit\ in the aptilieation of tlu* Act so that 
de])t*nding on local eireumstanees tlu* size and nu*shes ot the nets can be 
controlled and fishing ma\ be ])ermitte<l in .ireas wlu*ie fisht's do not breed 
or where for some other leasons if w'ould be iinneeessar\ to a))])ly the 
restrictions. Furtlu*i the life histories of all the fish(*s are not known and 
it is im])Ossible to jU’escidbi* immediately (dos<* seiasons tor all kinds of 
fishes, such seasons varying for dift(*H‘nt sp(*(‘ies of fish. In tact tlu* jiiaxsent 
Bill is modelled on a (Iraft Bill which has ])een dtaw'ii up b\ the Im])erial 
Council of Agiicultural Res(*arch ami circulated to the ]>rovim-es for 
adoption. 

It may be asked if all fishing is jirohibited during certain months of the 
year how will fishermen make then living. In the first jilaei*, as alieady 
stated, it may not be necessary to prohibit all fishing thi'oiighout the 
province in all waters irresjieetive ot their location. For example, during 
the rains in tanks fishing foi‘ carp may be permitted as carp does not breed 
in tanks. There are varieties of fishes which are g(*nerally caught iluring 
the spawning season, e.g., ITilsa, etc. Those fishes must, of neiessity, be 
exccpt'cd from the prohibited list. Besides no close season need be pres- 
cribed for sea and foreshore fisheiies. Fishermen \'ill earn their living by 
fishing in those areas and catching those excepted fishes. It is believed 
there wdll be a greater incentive to pisicultiire in tanks and other clo.sed 
waters with the introduction of close seasons because people "will rear fish 
in those places increasingly with the intention of selling fish during close 
seasons. The whole nation is now^ suffering for W’ant of fish and it is the 
concern of the nation to take neces.sary steps for promoting the growth and 
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oonsefvatioii of fish. Certainly some temporary inconvenience will be Caused 
to a section of the people but in the f’-eneral interest of the nation as a whole 
that should be overlcKiked. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Protection and 
Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move tliat the Bill be 
circuhited for the puipose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the 30th June, 
1947. 

Sir, we liave he^ud th(‘ s(;, lenient that lja> been made by tlie Member 
in chaige of tiie Bill and in tlu' Statement of Objeet.s and Bt'a.sons the tngency 
of the measiir(‘ has been jiointed out. At least, Sir, a picture has been given 
which a])j)arentlv si'enis vei\ jos\. In the Statement of Objects and Beasons 
we read — let me nsnl poi'ti'on ot it — * * “Fish i^ not only becoming 

dearer day h^ day, hut it is bei oming starcei in man_\ paits ot Bengal which 
used to abound in ti,sh(‘s. The pinch is being f(‘lt most by the luial jiopula- 
tion nhich depend loi I lien sU]»i>I> oi fish on tlunr catches in the natural 
watms ot their neighbourhood Foi' the rice-iailing Bengalis, fish is a main 
item of diet", etc. N<tw. Sii\ one going thiough the ))io\isions of the Bill 
will he stnick by the tact that the purpose ol tlu* Bill will Ix' defeated by 
its own jirovisioiis. The Bill, on m\ reading ot the clauses, is merely in 
tln‘ natiiie ot imposing lesirn lions ujion the fisheimen, and ultimately, ixs 
1 ajipreheiid, Sii', it will ))ro\c to b(‘ a Bill lor exploitation and (‘vcn in some 
cases extinction ot tisheimen. Sii, powei has lu'en taken by the (ioverii- 
ment to (‘xteiid its lights to ]>ai‘ts ot watciy aieas wIkmc thert* was juivate 
owmmship, Jn the definition ot “jirnate watei" it has bemi stated that 
ju'ivate water does not imlnde an\ river, i-.anal, khal. bt^el or an_\ jiiece of 
waiter wdiich oidinarilv had direct i ommunication with any river, canal, 
khal or beid, That, Sn , is a great enmo.ichnn'nt 1 should sa> upon the 
rights ot piivale o^\ nershij* and e\en ujion the right ot fisheianen to have 
that customary right of catching' fish in heels, kiials and canals. All this 
is souglit to be brouglit in within ihe clutches and meshi's ot this Bill and 
in one of its provisions it has been stated that fishing will be prohibited 
except undei' a licmise and this will be r<‘gulated also in the granting of such 
licenses, the fi'cs ])a>.ible iheretoi' and tin* conditions to bi* iiisiott'd therein. 
These fisheimen havt* loi' ages J should say Ix'en catching fish in heels and 
canals and in othm' wati*rways connected with the river witiiout any license 
and jiaying any soit of tax, but heic i i‘st i .ct ions are going to be ])ut on them 
and noin' of them will be able to imtiu an\ betd, canal or khal or any Avater- 
ways whetluM- largi' (juantitie-^ ot fish leai and which is connec'ted witli any 
riv(‘r. 'Phis Is a git'at micro. »chnn'nt 1 should say on the rights ot the fishei'- 
men and then, again, it would a]>ix‘ar tiom clause -t that jirohibition has 
bemi imtiosed U|)on the kind of nets to be used b_\ tishermeii, that they must 
coiitoim to cm tain standards m the mattei' of fisjnng by nets and if they do 
not then tlu'v bring themseha*s nmler the penal clause of the Bill, under 
wdiich they will have to ])ay a fine uj) to Bs.KUl as tor example, tor fishing 
W’ith nets with a smaller mesh than that presciibed under tlu* rules made 
under this Act. It is a dangerous thing. Sir, and it will be very difheult 
for tln‘ fisheimen to comply with this iustiiiction. Standard net ]»i(*scril)ed 
under rub's madt* by (ioternment may not f)e oliserved or even if observed, 
flit' )»ersons jio are empowered to enforci' the jirovisioiis of the Bill in this 
regard may say that such nets do not obs(*ive the rules laid down with 
regard to the nets, and the fishermen will be ,it once ])enalised, and they will 
be drag-g-ed to the court of law and jninished. ft is (juite a dangerous piovi- 
sion, I should sa> . Tlien. Sir, tiie question or jirovision regarding fishing 
wdthout a licence; this also is a dangerous clause. And the penalty for this 
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Las been laid down at lis.lOO. Suppose a fisherman with a dozen or luilf 
a dozen sons takes out a licence, tuid the old man stars at liome while his 
sons go out fishing and fish in waters whcih are called public according 
to the definition in the Bill. What will be the fate of these men The 
licence is not in their names; the father staying at home will not he affected 
and the sons will be visited with a fine of Us. l(M) for the simple reason that 
the licence stands in tlie name of their father and it is the sons \^ ho have 
caught the fishes. There is another provision also, which is eipially 
dangerous, namely, killing, or catchnig fisli of a size or weight less than 
the standard weight prescFihed under this Bill. W'iiile fishing in th(‘ natural 
waters of the province, Sir, various kinds of fish come out in the net and 
the fishermen take them away without judging their size, etc. Some may 
be small, some bigger and some may conform to the size prescribed, one 
cannot fish in a beel oi‘ khal in such a way that there wall be a uniform size 
of fish, there is bound to be of various sizes of fish, but tin* jieiialtN of fishing 
such sizes is Us. 1(10; this is dangerous. 1 tliink these are inattiTs on which 
opinion of the public should be taken. Fishermen as a class are very poor 
belonging to the scheduled castes and their only source of living is fishing 
by net nr by some other contrivance in certain months of the \ear. Now^ 
fishes wall grow no doubt in time but how will the\ live in the meantime. 
This jiroblem has not been tackled in the Bill. I do not find any jii-ovision 
in the Bill itself relating to the growth of fishes. Fishes in the beel, canal 
or otlna' waterways pas^ awa> into tlie rivm- t'vtai if tlu'y aii' not caught as 
then* is no means oi jirotecting them. These canals, beids and watei's are 
connected with rivei‘ and tin* fislH*s do not rmnain there t‘ViMi if tht\\ are not 
caught. What steps wall la* ailoptt'd by ( iov(*rnim‘nt to ])r»‘vent sm'h di’ain- 
ing away of the fislu's to river Inun such heels, khals. Betort* a ]a‘nalty 
provision like this is introduct*d. then* ought to la* a jirovisioii for the 
construction of a dam for the jiieseivation of fislK*s to grow and th(*n we 
will understand that some attempt has been made by the (iovenmu'nt for 
prest*rvation oi such fishes. But then* is only tin* jii'ovision that you can- 
not catch fish of cert.iin sizes in tin* heels, c.inals and other waterways 
connected w ith the iivi*i . This shows tlmt then* is only ])rovisir)n to jirohibit 
bshernieii to (aitch fish and thus juit a bar to tin* su]>])ly of fish in tin* market. 
It is said that in Bengal fish is oin* of the essi'iitial food of the ])(*opb‘ but 
no provision has been made for tin* su])])lv ol plenty of fish. Idn‘]“e is no 
provision wu’tliin the Bill for the protection of fish and for the cons(*rvution 
of fish in the canals and bt*els. Tliesi* fishes will go out to the river and 
the fishermen will be starved if they fail to catch fish or cannot get 
projier size of fish. Then, Sir, this Bill will be a source of terror to the 
poor fishermen. A largi* number of offi(*ers will lx* ap])ointed, tln*y will 
be calh*d fisloo’y ofiict*rs ; tln*re will also be officers of the lank oi Siib- 
Imsjiector f)l Foln'e who will be invested wuth all sorts of })o\ver to terrorise 
the j)Oor fisheTineii. The.se offic(*rs liave l)(*en given extraordinary j)ow(*j’ 
under this Act. So that there will be ample seopi* for bribe* giving and 
bribe taking and bribe giving will be one of tlie wa\s tor tlx* fishermt*n to 
get out of the difficulty. The Bill wdll lie a source ot coiruiition of all sorts. 
Under section 8 of thi.s Bill ])Ower has been given to comjiound such offences. 
When they commit an offence punishabb* umh*r this Act tlx*y may (*scape 
prosecution by making certain arrangements with the fishery officer. The 
fishery officer has been g*iven jiower to comjiound that means a lot of money 
to be lost by fisherm(*n without the public ]x*ing lienefited. I say, Sir, the 
provisions of the Bill are so coercive instead of being a protection for the 
conservation of fishes, it will be merely, I should sa> , i*xploitation and will 
result in the ultimate extinction of fishermen in Bengal. Therefore I .say 
opinion of the public .should be taken and so I move that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dOth June, 1947. With 
these words, I move my motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 3()th June, 1947. 
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The Hon»ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAfN; Sir, I beg to oppose tlie motion. 
I must say the lionourable member is labouring under a certain amount of 
misa])prehension with regard to the Bill. Tlie imrpose of the Bill is not 
to inconvenience the fishermen but to promote the growth of fisli in Bengal. 
Some incon veiiieiice may be done to the fi'^hernien but they are bound to be 
jjtfected in some way or other. Now, evtoi as there is nothing to catch in 
some season of the year and they remain idle. As I have said in my 
introductory si)eech (jovernment will >ee that their inconvenience is 
minimised as far as possible. AVith the growth of fish their condition is 
hound to be prosperous. 

Now, as regards meshes and nets, these are matters of rules. V hen 
the rules are framed they will be widely published for a period of at least 
ti weeks and peo])le will be allowed to criticise the rules and on the light 
of those criticisms (iovm'iiment will correct or rectify the rules. 

About the definition of jirivate waters, as 1 have^already said Govern- 
ment of India passed one Fishery legislation in 181)7 but that was of no 
avail to us because the definition of the private water Avas so Avide that 
Government couhl not touch any Avater. 1 can inform the honourable 
members that at the mouth of Padma theie is one such bandh but Govern- 
ment has no power to remove that. Theiefmv unless tht‘ GoA’ernment get 
poAver they cannot iiromote the growth of fish and the migration of fish 
upAvard that region. Our intention is not to (‘aus(‘ any inconvenience to 
any body. I think the jnivate owners of tanks will also be benefited b\ 
it and tlie\ A\ill not stainl in the Avay ol this Bill. This nuitter has bet*n 
discussed thoroughly and it is a ]nece ot legislation Avhich is urgently 
required. The main source of sui)])ly of fish is from estuarian areas and 
the oihei’ source is inland water. We are making arrangements to get fish 
from estuarian areas ami also from inland Avaters. I would therefore request 
the honourable member to AvithdraAv the motion of (‘irciilat ion and ))av(‘ the 
Avay of the Bill so that it might be jiassed as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ()rd(*r, order. The (|uestion bcd'ore tht‘ House is 
that the Hill be circulated for th(‘ imriiose ot eliciting opinion tlien'on by 
the doth June, 1047. 

The question was jiiit and brst. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Scdect ( ommittee consisting ot — 

(1) The IIoiTble Mr. Ahmed Hos.sain, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Mr. Hamidiil lluq (JiOAvdhury, 

(4) Mr. Dliirendra Lai Barua, 

(b) Mrs. Labauyaprobha Dutt, 

Gi) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Mr. Fatiram Boy, 

(8) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

GO Mr. Ilaridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. WahidAizzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

Avith instructions to .submit their report by the dOth Tune, 1047, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, 1 think the HdiTble Minister in charge of the Bill Avill at least accede 
to this proposition that the provisions ot the Bill should be examined by 
a Select Committee. Now I do not see any reason whatsoever why the Bill 
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should be rushed through. I am giving* the time for examination of Ifee 
provisions of the Bill by a Stdt'ct (ommittee and for a report to be submitted 
i)y the Select (Committee by the dOth June ami that cannot be said to be a 
very long time. The provisions of the Bill are, in my opinion, harsh and 
may prove tyrannical on the fishermen. If the menibeis of the Select 
Committee sit round a table and go through the ]»rovisions of the Bill I 
think some useful changes can be made therein which may mak(' the Bill 
acceptable to all of us. It has been seen, Sij , — at least ii has been my 
experience, Sir, — that in the Select (’ommittee the members prove very 
reasonable unlike my friends opposite who do not go through and under- 
stand the ])r(}visions of a Bill but as soon as the division htdl rings and 
voting is taken they stand uj) and vote without knowing what tlie\ are 
voting tor, that is to say. Sir, our reasonable arguments tall on deaf ears. 
In the Select Committee it is my ex]>erience. Sir, that those members on 
tlie opposite side who art' taken on the Select Committee prove very reason- 
able and there if we make any suggestions which ajipear to the (Tovt'rnment 
side to b(‘ reasonable they art' accepted and tin* changes art' made easily in 
the Select Committee and they are retained. Witli these objects in view 
1 havt' movt'd ni> nitdion foi- lett'ienct' of this Bill to a Seh'ci (bmmittt'e. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment movt'd that the Bill be refeiied to a 
Select Committee consisting of— 

(1) The llon'bh' Mr. Ahmed llossain. Minister in charge oi the 
Deiiartment ot Agriculture, Foit'sf and Fislu'ries, 

C-M Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Mr. Hamnlul Hir| (’howdhury, 

(4) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(■')) Mis. Labanyajirobha Dutt, 

(h) Mr. C. F. Clarke, 

(7) Mr, Fatiram Roy, 

(5) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

(d) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. Wahiduzzaman , and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their leport b\ the JOth Junt*, 1047, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be nect'ssar} to constitute u 
quorum shall be four. 

Mr, C, E, CLARKE; ^fr. President, Sir, I rise to support the motion 

before the House. In our view there are one or two jioints in this mi'asure 

that require clarification. 1 refer in jiarticular, Sir, to the power to make 

Rules and it seems to us that it is [lossible that the Rules may he more 

important than the Act itself. There is also the (juestion, Sir, ot jirivate 
waters. Under section 2{4)(h) the definition is by no means clear and for 
this reason and for several othi'is, Sir, it is in our view the projier procedure 
to refer this measure to a Select (’ommittee. 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, 1 oppose the motion for 
reference of the Bill to a Select Committee and I do not like to make any 
speech in this connection because the reasons which I put forward on the 
previous motion will hold good in this case too. ^ 

As regards the comidaint regarding rushing this Bill through the House, 

I may point out to the honourable members that I would like this control 
to come in the coming spawning season, namely, in June, and that consti- 
tutes the urgency. The situation has degenerated to such an extent that 
we cannot afford to delay for one year; that is why we would like the control 
to come in this season. Anyhow, I would not have any objection to a 
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Select Committee if the Bill could be passed this session. (Mr. Lalit 
^Chandra Das : Why not get out a report from the Select Committee 
within ten days'^). Besides, there is no substantive provision in the 
Bill itself; all the power comes to us through the rule making-powers 
provided in the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is that the Bengal 
Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 11147, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Alnned Hossain, Minister in charge of the 

Deiiartment of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Ilaniidul Iluq Chowdhury, 

(4; Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(o) Mrs. Ijal)anyaprobha Dutt, 

(0} Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Mr. Pali ram Roy, 

(8) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. Wahiduzzainan, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1047, and that 
the number of member^ whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be foiii . 

The (juestion was jnit and a division taken with tlu' following result; — 

AYES— 11. 


Mr. L. P. S. Bourne 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maltra 

Mr. Beloy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 18. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossain 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr, D. J. Cohen 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Khan Bahadur A. R. Shahoodul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak AN Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latif 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddin Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 


Ayes being 11 and Noes 18 the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Proteetion and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1047, be taken into consideration. 


The (piestioii was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 18. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossain 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazie Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. D. J. Cohen 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Khan Bahadur A. R. Shahoodul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak AN Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea 

Khan Sahib Ghyashuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 
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Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Bajoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

A\es IS mid Aoes f) Ihe 


NOES— B. 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai 

motion vns aorood in. 


Riot situation in Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: lla_\ I diau ^()l^ alUmlion to one tact 
in this connection y It was promised in tlic earlier part ot oui husiness 
tliat the Home Minister oi the I'lnance Minister will turn uji and will makt‘ 
a statemmit on tlie riot situation. \Vt‘ are vei\N anxious to heai how the 
situation is in Cahuitta now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ahmed Hossain, 1 tliink \\e hettiu stoj» here 
furtliei (hdiate on \oui Hill Inasmuch as tile Financi' Ministm' is jusi now 
here let us Ikmi' his statmnent on tlii' liot situation. it theie is tinu‘ alter 
that W(' shall jirocei'd witli the Hill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: In respons(‘ to the leipiesl lioui 
the Opposition I take this o])j)oi t iini I \ ot intornmin (he IIousi- that in 
('alciitta ahoiit 11 incidmits niostlx contim'd to noi-lh, east and cential pails 
ot the (ity lia\e hemi ]e|)o)(ed dutine the ninht .nnl up In ninl-da\. 'hhe 

polne and the niililaix tired oj louiids in comieclinn with cases oi 

aisdii. I lot and attack Sonn* aii«‘slN wiui* also made on the spnt duiiiif^’ 

the peijod uinh'i K'Xiew Si\ peisniis an* lejxuted In ha\e ht'cii injured 
and I killed In Ilnwi.di, last nipht tln're was some tetisinii as a r<‘sull ot 
ahniit 'Jll inenh'iits which oeciiiied in tour thanas. 'I’liesc inelmh-d I'J cases 
ot arson Oxer lOO lounds vviue tiled hx the militarx and Ihe police. 'J'Ik* 
mihtaix all* dominalin<^ in (Ui(‘ area and the fiolice ioice lias hmm I'mn I'oi'ced, 
intensi\-e seaiches aie ])eine made and nl jxusous hax’e hmm aiiesh'd in 
idditinii to thos<> arrested xeslerdax. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Max we mi(iuin whether' it is the inten- 
tion (d (ioxernment to extend the /one ot militaiy occupation and wdiellnu' 
ttie inilitarx will lie put in all the areas wliei'e distuihaiices are taking' jrlace'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Th at is a mat lei which will he 
examined That, is a matter xvhich is beinc' examined as a whoh‘ and I am 
.suie th.it it there is anx necessity I'oi extending the area oi opiuation ot th(‘ 
militai.x that will he done. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon hie Minister please state 
the important ai'cas whfie the niilitai\ are now opeiatin^^, naimdx, the 
thanas in which thex aic o])erat in*! r' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Th< v arc ojiciatiiin m the lollow- 
in^ thaims, namelx , Manicktolla, Helia^i'hat a, iricludinc' ( ircular Ho. id. and 
cmtairi areas in Kntallx I do not know whether the area id opeiatioii h.is 
hemi turtlim extended in addition to Howuah wdiich, as has hixui annoiiiiecd. 
is an area where the rnilitarv are dominating', and extia police otlieers liaxe 
been (h*puted to Hovvi.ih 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: the Hondde Minister please take 

note oi the tact that puhlie ojunion iaxonrs the exterisjoji ot the ojieiations 
ot the nnlil.iiy to other aieas. and if this note is taken and considered dnix. 
I think eoiifideme anionn the pojuilace may he resloied. 

In the meantime. .Sir, max 1 leter- to another m.itter!'' Mh* are ^oin^ 
to have the Faster' TFdidays very soon, xvithin tlie n(*xt thi'er* or four davs, 
and it ( joveininent aj?ree to stop tlie business of the House' for thren* or lour 
days prior to that, that is, from tomorrow, and if these days are tacked on 
69 
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to the Easter holidays, then we may get clear ten days within which we hope 
the combined operations of the military and the police may succeed in 
restoring order in the city. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, it is not foi me to intervene in this matter; 
it IS a mailer which rests entirely with the House and the Government, but 
I may J)oint out that when there is an emeigenc-y it is ihe duty ot a 
liCgislatuie to remain in session and not to avoid its lesponsibility. Duiing 
tlie emergency in England the British Bailiament remained in session 
(?onti jiuously and you should rather emulate that example ol the Parliament 
not seek holidays now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I deeply regret that the Chair has 
taken quite another view in this matter. There are several immibers in 
this Hous(‘ who are quite willing to go to the scene ol the riots and blood- 
shed and appeal to the hooligans to give up this business. 11 we get a 
permit from Governmimt we are (jiiit.e leady and willing to visit the places 
of occurrence and apjieal to the hooligans 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But why stop your (hitiivs liore!^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is not a (jiiestion of stopping our 
duties here. We are passing through extraordinary times. In the course 
of the last eight months there have been thrive recrudescimces ol this 
abnormal thing, namcl>, th(‘ killing of human beings as if they an* so man\ 
beasts. If tin* services ol the legislature are really required by Government, 
the members are quite willing to go to the places of occurience and stop this 
great killing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh at is youj- projiosal tlMUi? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M y pro])osal is that il Government 
really want our services in this matter and give us time and permits then 
we are (|uit(' willing to go to the ])laces ol the occurn'iures and ap])eal to the 
hooligans to stop tins murd(‘r and bloodshed — that is wliat m\ ])roposal is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We have made a note ol the 
request of the Opposition and it will be placeil before the Hon’ble ('hief 
Minister. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: F rom today bus services have stopped 
and we desire that jiolice protection be given to us belore and after arrival 
here. Will the Hon’ble Finan(*e Minister kindly see to this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Every effort will be made to see 
that trans])ort faciliti(*s for the citizens of Calcutta an* maintained because 
if tlu'n* is any dislocation ol the transjiort services tlu‘re will be more panic 
and tt'iision. Tht'relore it is Government’s intention to help the transjioit 
servici* going. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Ma> we exjiect that buses will run as 
usual from tomorrow? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But buses are running, I have 
sei'ii them running myself. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But it is only in some particular areas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That may be. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think a suggestion was made by some members 
that transport facilities should be provided by Government for their arrival 
and detiartun*. AVill that arrangement be made from tomorrow? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why not from today? 
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Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Y es, arrangements will be made from this very 

day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is agreed that transport will be provided for 
members for coming to the House by Government in view of the present 
situation. Will that arrangement be made from 'omorrow;-^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It iiay he made from today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; All right, the arrangmiKMit has hcen made from 
today. I think Hr. Ahmed Hossain we will take up the Bill tomorrow and 
stop here today. Now, as regards tomoirow's pjogiumme, in view ot the 
postal difficulty due to the present situation I jiropose to announce here the 
programme of business. The agenda will b<‘ eii-eulat(‘d toinonow bclori' the 
meeting. Tomorrow's programme of business whll he husiness lemaining 
from today and then the Public Demands llecovtu’v Bill for consideration and 
passing. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-40 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.in. on Tuesday Ihi 1st April, HM7. 
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MemlMrs absent. 


Tile following- iiieiiibers were absent from the meeting held on the ^Ist 
March, 1947:— 

(1 ) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(5.i) Khan Bahadur S>ed Abdur Ra.shid C'bowdhury. 

("i) Mrs. Labaiiya Proiiha Datta, 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Hucj (.’howdhury, 

(5) Mr. Yusuf All ('howdhury, 

(b) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(7) Mr. Ainulyadlioiie lb>\ , 

(8) Mr. Bankim ('handia Datta, 

(9) Mt-. Kamini Kumar Datta, 

(10) Mr. Kri(* Dermot Doym\ 

(11) Khaii Bahadur Sliaikh Fazal Kllahi. 

( rj ) Sii Md Azizul H.Kjue, Khan Baiiadui 
(18) Mr. Muu^tufam daipuria, 

(Id) Khan Bahadui Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(Jo) Mr liatalal Hossain. 

(Hi) Mi Humayuii /. A Kahii, 

(17) Mr Syed Abdul Majid. 

(IS) Mi. Na^'cridia Nalh M a halaiiohi^h 
(Ifh Mi. (icoige Moi'^aii. r i.v... 

(20) Mr T B Nimmo, 

(21) Di‘. Kumud Sankar Bay, 

(22) Mi. Su.shil (diaiulra Sen. and 
(29) Mr Md. Taufiq. 
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First Session, 1d47 — No. 28, 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the' Lepfislative 
Building, Calcutta, on the Ist April, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., being the 28th 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(2) (o) of the Govern-’ 
ment of India Act, 19G5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.b,) was , 
in the Chair. 


Conveyanco for members. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a matter of information. Sir. Yes- 
terday we were given to understand that cars would be sent to bring us to 
the Council. 1 waited uj)to 1-25 )).m. but as there was no car I had to 
take a taxi and come here. Several members of my j)ariy have not yet 
come. If this is the sort of arrangement then I fear it will bt‘ diflicult 
for iLs to attend the Council at any time, even after the holidays. Sir, 
many honourable members of my party have not come. What is to be 
done? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the Leader of the House kindly inform the 
House of the arrangements made? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am informed that the cars were sent in time. But probably they could 
not reach in time to bring the members here. Evidently, the cars have 
4)0011 held u]) somehow or other. 

Mr, BIJAY SINGH NAHAR; Is there any disturbance in the city? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May be. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir. cars have been sent with two escorts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How many have been sent? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yesterd ay one was sent to Bhowanipur. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What is your suggestion, Mr. Has? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my suggestion is that the House 
may be adjourned for half an hour so that the members of my party may 
come in the meantime. 

- Mr. PRESIDENT: You want the House to be adjourned for half an 
hour? That means, upto quarter past two. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

The Government have no objection. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House accordingly stands adjourned till quar- 
ter past two. 

ao 
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QoilltlOM^AirD amsvihsihi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, Questions, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No. 81. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. MohammOKl Ali): 

:>ir, in the ahseiice of tlie Hon’ble Minister 1 shall not be in a 
;iosition to reply to snp})lemenlary questions, if there be any. So I request 
;hat this question be held over. 

^r. PRESIDENT: No. 81 is held over. 

Draft amendment of Act l(B.C.) of 1876 and Act XII of 1880. 

62. Khan Bahadur GHYASUDDIN PATHAN (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur A. M. Shahoodui Haque): AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

the Judicial Hejiait merit be pleased to state — 

(a) wlieilier it is a fad tliat some draft amendment of Act I (B.C.) of 
187() (The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces llegis- 
tration Act, 187G), and Ad XI 1 of 1880 (The Kazi’s Act, 1880), 
were submilted to the (iovernment irreirared by a sub-committee 
appointcMl under (loverinm'nt Onh'r No. IdGT.Regn., dated the 
20lli Se])tember, 1080, and forwarded to the Gosernment under 
l.G.R. No. OGM., dated the 25111 -lunuarv, 10-11 ; 

(5) if so, whal action tin* Government projiose In take and why no action 
was taken so long; 

(c) if the Government l)ro])o^e to introduce amending Bills for those 

Acts ; 

(d) if so, when ; and 

(e) if not, why not? * 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA, Parliamentary Secretary (on 
behalf of the Minister-in-charge of the Judicial Department): (o) Yes m 

respect of Act 1 (B.(h', of IS7G (The Bengal Muhammadan .Marriages and 
Divorces lt(‘gistr.ilion Ad, 187G). 

(b) The matter is under consideration of Government and no final decision 
Las yet becm reai hod. Due to the last war emergency the matter was held 
iq abeyance for the time being. 

(c) No decision has yet been reached. 

(d) and (c) Do not arivse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No. 83. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I request that this qie&stion 
stands over as the Hon’ble Mr. Shainsuddin Ahmed is not here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is very unfortunate that the Ministers hate -not 
turned up when they are expected to reidy to the (pu'stions that concern 
their departments and that aie on to-day’s agenda. They should have sent 
intimation to the (’hair beforeliand that they would be unable to attend 
^6 House. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: AVe are very sorry for this 
oznf I shall bring the matter to the notice of the respective Ministers. 

khan Bahadur GHYASUDDIN PATHAN: They attend dither Qouse. 
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Wr. PRESIDENTr^^It is ilie|prftcti(je,jo oerorenand 

in caso of inability IM pa^Pt of a MimBtIr /q attend tM ^tting. 

Mr. LALIT CHAlfbRA DAB.: I h^Sxibis ^ysh'on will come up again 
for r^ly next time. 

PRESIDENT: It Ls bold over to-day. 

^The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Tscxt o(»me.s the llon^al I’rotoclion and roiisorvur 
tion of Fi.slios Fill, 1947. 

Clause 1 stands part of the Fill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 at this sla^e say one thing, 
Sir? It is this; AVe ea]i go on with this Fill today uiidin* oiu* (“ondition 
only, namely, that the House should be adjourfied till (he ‘Jl.sl April after 
finishing the Fill loday; otlonwise \\(‘ eanmti get on with tin* h'gislative 
woik in the wa\ W’(' have bc'en put to live in Calcutta under the jireseilt 
eii-eunistances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A^ ou are })repa!ed to go on with tlu' Jiill today only 
if the House is adjourned till the 2lst A})rny 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of (‘oiirse after tin* Fill is finished 
toda\ : that has already h(‘en agrcM'd to 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Fetw(en whom;^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Von will ju t hear 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: AVe do not know with whom 
this ai langeineiit or agreement has been reached, Sii'. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 cannot agree to sm li a thing. 
No ag'HMUiKUt has been arrived at on tlie subject of ad joiiriinKUii after the 
Fill i< finished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (Kir point of viiwv should h(‘ uuderstimd 
111 this wa\ : WC A\ill not pi-oeeed with tin* hii'^imsss of the Ilnusi* today or 
till th(' time when (he condition ot Cahmtta returns to normalcy, lliat 

OUT' jiosition. And t()da> a soil, of a eomi)iomi''e was suggested to Us 
hy a memhei of the op]»nsite sid(> to (he (dTeet that \\v can ha\e an adjourn- 
ment till the LMst Ajiiil ]>ro\id('d we finish this Hill today, and it is with 
that end in \iew we were 1(dd in this House hy the Minister in charge of 
the Fill to C()iisid<'r as to which amendments ln‘ could acci'pt without any 
contest, etc., etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Air. Das, it is tor you to scdtle tho 
matter w'ith the Oovernment but m\ suggestion is this tlial the hirsincHS. 
,of the House should not Ik’ conditional. Jt you think that thf‘ business 
bv^fore the House is important, then you slnmld ])ro<‘t*ed with that business, 
and if Oovernment aho think similarly tlnm they also should jiroci'cd w’ith 
the business; if however they think that in the jmhlii' iiiteiest the House 
, should he adjourned and the opjmsition also agree wiiii that now then the 
Peruse should he adjourned, independently, of any condition as regards the 
transaction (d‘ the hiisiness of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is independent, Sir,* in the sense that 
we refuse to work under present conditions; and certain suggestioiis were 
thrown from the Govciriment side witli regaid to this Fill today and ft|r 
this purjiose we were taken to your Chamber; w^hat was sugge.sted there 
was probably heard by you. Sir, from the statement of the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter, to w'hkih. I gave a reply. AVhen we met today the same suggestion 
was ^ made AVe are unwilliug to go on with the work under present 
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circumstances and were taken ^to Jh^ Hon’ble Minister’s room where 
certain ' amendments were gone into an3^ it was understood that certain 
amendments of the opposition would be accepted and ceitain others would not 
be accepted. But after coming to the House the Hon’ble Minister seems to 
have gone back ujxm what was done in his own chamber, but we may defi- 
nitely repeat that under present circumstances we are not j)repared to go 
on with the work till things return to the noi'inal. 

The Hon’ble Mr, AHMED H088AIN: 1 am sorry, Sir, but I have 
not gone ba(‘k upon any assurance that I ever gave regarding the adjourn- 
ment of the House. In fact that matter was never mentioned to me when 
we were discussing the amendments; tlierefore I cannot commit Govern- 
ment to anything like this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the position of Govern- 
ment is this: Govei-imient are very anxious iliat the business of the House 
should be finislied. If the opposition can put forward any ren^onable 
ground for getting the House adjourned when the Government have made 
arrangements for their transaction and even when Government have made 
arrangements for tlieir safe conduct to the legislative chamber in a truck 
under an armed es(‘ort to and from their places of residence, I do not think 
the opposition can have any reasonable objection to proceed with the 
business and ask for an adjournment of the House. We are however pre- 
pared to consider the views of the partv leaders and if we think those 
views aie reasonable we may agree, but in ouj- 0 ])inion tiiose objections 
will not b(! reasonable as Government liave made eveiy arrangement for 
bringing tlie honourable members here from tludr resj)ective houses and 
also for seeing to their return thereto. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think, Sir, that we should 
take our legishitivo business more seriously. If legislative chamber is 
reduced to the position of a school and holiday is asked for a rainy day 
it is a great i)ity, blow can we ask for adjournment when all other 
Government officers and Government offices are functioning and attending 
to their business P It is very unfortunate if legislative work is treatefl as 
less important than other work of Government. As a matter of facd, we know 
that when the situation has become serious wo should not adjourn the House 
and run away in a holiday mood. Secondly, Sir, wlien Government ha\e 
undertaken to provide the members of the Li'gislatuie with conveyance, 
there ought to b(‘ no disinclination on the jiart of the members to attend 
to the Legislative business. Then, Sir, it has been suggested that the 
House should be adjourned up to 21st April. It is quite probable that 
on the 21st a fresh demand for adjournment mav he made by the members 
on the ground that the Constituent Assembly would be sitting and that the 
Hindu members on the Opposition side would not be able to take part in the 
legislative business. l)nlortuna1el\ , Sir, the other House yesttuday decid- 
ed to adjourn the House without considering tliis implication. So 
if the spirit is that we should not work when all other Government work 
is done, T for myself would not agree to that suggestion. I think, Sir, 
that the business of the House is more serious than any ollnu- work and 
should not be taken so lightly. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, yesterday I spoke very plainly with 
regard to Ihis matter. I do not know whether Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury was present here yesterday. I told the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
very plainly yesterday that the situation in (kilcutta is such that we can- 
not attend to the ordinary business of the legislature when we have more 
urgent work outside. We are representatives of the people and w'e owe a 
duty to the ])eo])le and in the present circumstances it is our duty as re- 
presentatives of the people to go to the places of disturbances, and as a 
matter of fact we have asked for permits for this from the Government 
with a view to go where the disturbances are taking place in <^der to try 
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and restore peace and order and. we received some sort of Consent fpm the 
Finance Minister yesterday. But it seems that that is plainly idr^^otten 
today. We say that the situation in Calcutta is abnormal and as a matter 
of fact heads are broken, people are murdered in broad day lij;‘ht, arson 
is goinj*: on everywliere and we want that these things are not only to be 
stopped here in Calcutia but that steps .should be taken so that it may not 
spread to any other parts of the rrovinee. We representatives of the 
j)eople want ])eace and (»rd^r and we want the situation to be brought to 
normalcy. Tt is abnormal now and this \iew uas taken by the members 
of the As^enlbly yesterday and they have ^ot actually tlu' adjoiiinmeiit 
of the House for this till 18th Ajmil. So no new ar^unuMit is reiiuired for 
us and we want it to be distinctly understood that we Ic.ne our duty to 
our constitueiK'y and w(‘ are running- a ^.^reat risk of danger and our 
constituenc\ reijuiies our jiresenci' there to alla\ an> (’oinnianal Puision 
so that we may luin^' about peace anion}^ the two coiuni unit ii‘s. d'liat is 
the task now before u^ and it is mmdi more ini])ortant than attending’' to 
the business of the Ive^islature like this. The le'^islative business to which 
we are attending' now' is not so imjxutant and it can vct\ w(‘] 1 wait lor 
2 or -1 weeks and the heavtui will not fall if this Bill is not passed today 
or tomorrow. So if tlie Go\a*rnment is anuuiable to reason they will a^-ree 
to our ]U'oi)osal : if not, the> can by brute majorit\ do as they like and 
we also know' what to do. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I know what has the k'inama^ Minister got 
to say with regard to this matter? 

The Han’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Ma> I suggest, Sir, tliat in- 
stead of discussing* this matter on the floor of this House, it ma_\' b(‘ dis- 
cussed in your Chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then shall I adjcmrn th(‘ House' foj’ another 10 
minutes so that you come over to m\ (^hamtx'r and discuss the* matter in a 
calmer atmeispluTe*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, that is better. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The* House stands aeljoiirrie'd foi' ]() minute's. 

G 1 // cr f/d jo ft rn m cut .) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: .May 1 ne»w' liear the* lle)n’blc the* khnance* Minis- 
te»r regai’ding adjeuniiment ed‘ the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Sii', as a ele'maml }ia> come* fremi 
the TiCader eef the ( Ijijiosition that the-y fe'e'l that the*y cannot eb) any oreli- 
nary legi^latiein in vie-w of the abne)rma1 situatie)n, ( iove'rn nie'iit , Iheiugh 
they W'eiuld ha\e' likeel te) eemtinue the* lee i^'Ot i \ e* work as Hie'y liavc a lieavy 
programme, do ne)t want that they sheiuld go em with the- pieigiamme* vvhe'ii 
there is no member eef the* Of)pe)'^i^ie)n in the* House*. Me-mbe'is eef the* ()])pe)- 
sition have saiel that they would even withelraw from the* Houvr if the*ir 
demand eif adjourning the Heeu^e* was not oone‘ee](*d (ie>ve*rnme'nt eb) m)t 
want to eueate this unhappy situation The'felore* me*mbe*rs (d' this siele 
of the House* most reliictantlv agre*e* to the ae] joui'nme'nt so that niembe*rs 
of this House may go to their respective areas and e-onstitue*ncie‘s for the 
purpose of promoting* e-ornmunal liarmonv, amity and e-oncord. Wh* may 
therefore aeljourn tlie House till 21st April, HJ47. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

The Hon*ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Before the next leusiness on 
the agenda is taken up to-elay may I have >e>ur })e*iinission to ])re*se*nf 
to the House, under Buie bl(J) of the Bengal Leg*islative (kmncil Proce- 
dure Rules, the Bengal Acquisition of Wa.ste Land Bill, 1947, Uo reiiorted 
by the Sel^t Committee? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Did you givfe notict?? 

Mr. BUOY 8|NGH NAHAR: On a Point of Order, Sir. We have just 
now taken clause 1 of the Bengal 'Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill, Pi47. In the meantime the Hon’hle Mi', hazhir Hahman is bringing 
in another thing. We have already taken clause 1 of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the House objects, be cannot do so. 

The Hen’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 reiiuest that the House allow 
me to make tlie motion. I have got otlnu' work to do and if I am to wait 
to make my motion till the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill is taken u]» and tiiiished it will he a long time and it will serve no 
good puriiose it 1 wasti' linn* lor nothing. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In \icw ot tlo' re(|uest made by the Hon'hle Minis- 
ter and in view of tin* n(‘ce,ssit\ tor k leasing Hon’hle Miuistms as ({iii(*kl> 
as possible to do their other im])ortant work I ])roi)ose to allow him to make 
his imition jirovidc'd tin* House docs not object to it. 

The Hon’hle Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, max I have your ]iermis- 
fiion to presmit to th<‘ House, umlcr Pule t»l(l) oi th(‘ Bmigal Legislative 
Coumul Proci'durc Pules, i1m‘ Ibuigal Ac(|uis]tion ot Waste Ijund Bill, P)47, 
as r(‘l»orted b\ the Sidect Committei'y 

Sir, with your ]»ermis^ion I lu'g to gixe notice that 1 shall move on th(‘ 
2lst of this month that tin* said Bill be taken int(» consideration and jiassed 
as settb'd in the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So tai' as amendments are (‘oncerned 
we want th(‘ maximum pmaod allow abb‘ under the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 would suggest that the inembei's put in their 
ameinlmcnts b) d p.m. on the H*lh. That will give lull 7 daxs' time. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, wo haxe not yet got c'opies of the 
JUll as r<‘|)orted on by tin* Seh*ct Committee*. \Vln*n xvill the co])ies be 
made availabh* to usy 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 bi'lievt* itn'x will hv availabh* by Mondax provi- 
ded they are receivi'd tiom the ])iess at tin* sjii'cilied time. 

Mr: BUOY SINGH NAHAR: In this riot situation, Sir, postal deli- 
very is not at alt n'gulai (hir jiapi'is max lx* aent by a ])(*on, Sii, so that 
we can get tlu'in in time. If we rely on postal delivery now-a-days, the 
pi'inted Bill max not at all U'ar h us in time and (‘ven x\e max not gel it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: C aiinot. a cyide p(*on be si'iit I'ound to 
(h'liver our jiapers at our Calcutta addicsscs? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tln'i'c arc* ditlieultics of sending the peons to the 
diftVreiit addrt*sses. d'he j)(*ous arc* afraid to go to all the areas risking 
their livc's. When the situation improxes we may send cyc-lc* peous but till 
that time wc* shall haxe to dc‘])c‘ml on tin* postal servic‘e. 

The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

(Idvsc /. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The cpiestion before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The cpiestion xvas ])ut and agreed to. 

Chuisc 2. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 Leg: to move that iu the proviso to 
sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “bcdow the rank of sub- 
inspector ” be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendnieut moved thai in the i)rovi8o to sub- 
clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “below the rank of sub-inspector” 
b'* omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHHtED HOSSAIN: 1 accept tlu' aimMulnuMit, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (lucNtion beiore the House is that in the jn'o- 
viso to sub-clause {2} ot clause 2 ot tlu' Bill, tlic \\(»ids “below llu' rank of 
sub-insi)ector” be omitted. 

The ([uestion was put and ajjrri'ed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion before the House is that clause 2 us 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

Tlie question wa.s pnt and agit'cd to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (1 luise •'! piiil of tlio Hill, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to mo^e that iu jiaragiaph ia) (li) of 
sLib-claUNC (-T/ of clau>e •> ot tln‘ Bill, toi- the words “and bunds” in line 2, 
till' words and comma “bund", einbankment'> and other ^timtures” be sub- 
stitut(‘d. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in paragraph (a) (ii) of 
sub-clausi' (A) of clause •> of the Bill, l<»r the words “and bunds” in line 2, 
th(‘ w'ords and comma “bunds, embanknumts and othei' stiuctures” be sub- 
stituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I a.aept tlie amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (ju<‘siion Indore tlu' House is that paiagra])li {a) 
(//) ot sub-(dause {3 i ot clau.'^e d of the Bill, loi the words “ami butids” in 

line 2, the wolds and coinina “bunds, mnba nkincnts and otiu'r structures” 

be substituted. 

The (|Ucslion was put and ag-rmnl to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg- to mo\e that in paragnajih (o) (ii/) of siib- 
(dause (3) of the clause d ot tlo' Bill, after the word “size” in line 1, the 
w-ords “and form” lx* inserted and alter the woid “nets” in line 1, the 

words “or other contrivanci'N” bt* inserti'd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ammidment moved that in jiaragraph (a) {///) of 

eub-claiise (3) of claime d of tin* Bill, alter the word “sizi*” in line 1, the 

words “and foi'in” be iiisertod and altei the v\ord “nets ’ in lin(‘ 1, the 

words “or other contrivances” be inseited. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: I afcaqit th(‘ amendment, sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <iucstion before' the ^ou^e is that in pai'ii- 
giapli (a) {///) ot sub-clause {3) ot ('lause d of the Bill, after the word “size” 
in line 1, the w’ords the words “and tor” be insertiul and after the w’ord 
“nets” in line 1, “or other contrivances’ lx* inserted. 

(The question was put and agreed to., 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With your permission, Sir, 1 w'ould like to make 
a technical amendment, namely, that for the words “any other apparatus”, 
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as in my amendment, the words “any other contrivance” be substituted, 
so that it will read thus : — 

that in paragraphs (a) and (h) of sub-clause (J) of clause 3 of the Bill, 
after the word “engine” wherever it occurs, the words “or any 
other contrivance” be added. 

This is done Him])ly to keej) uniformity with the phraseology of the 
amcndiTient just previously accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in j)aragraph {a) and (b) 
of sub-clause (5) of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “engine” wherever 
it occurs the words “or any other contrivance” be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I accept it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in paragraphs 
(a) and (h) of sub-clause (6) of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word 
“engine” wherever it occurs the words “or any other contrivance” be added. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

33ie motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clavse 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause b stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub-clause {2} 
of clause b of the Bill, tor the w^ord “tw'o” occuriing in line 3 and in line 
4, the w’oi'd “one” be substituted and l>efore the word “imprisonment” in 
line 3 the word “simple” be inserted 

Sir, may 1 make a verbal alteration in the amendment to make it more 
cleari^ 1 will kec]) everything intact. It is this: 

That in sub-clause {!) of clause 5 — 

(u) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

(?;) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the words ‘“one month” 
be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” the woini “one” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How does the clause read then? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It will read like this: 

“3die breach of any rule made under section 3 or of any prohibition noti- 
fied under section 4 shall be punishable wdth simple imprisonment foit a 
term w hich may extend to one month or w ith fine which may extend to 
one hundred ru})ees or with both.”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All I’ight you move it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause {!) of 
clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 
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(5)'4n lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months’* the words “one 
month’ ^ be substituted; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “tw’o” the word “one” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the ^ord “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

(b) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the w^ords “one month’’ 

be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
jiause (1) of clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the w^ord “imprisonment” the words “sim})le imprison- 
ment” he substituted; 

(b) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the words “one month” 
be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” tiie w'ord “one” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) 
Df clause 5 of the Bill, (/) for the word “five” a])[)euring in line 5, the 
word “two” be substituted; (?V) for the word “three” appearing in ilne 5, 
the Avord “two” be substituted; and (?//) before the word “imprison- 
ment” in line o, the word “simple” be inserted. 

Mr. PRE8ipENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 
S of the Bili, (/) tor the word “fiv(‘“ ai)pearing in line 4, the wonl “two” 
bt sid)stituted ; (?/) for the word “three” appearing in line 5, the word 
‘tw<” be substituted; and (in) before the word “imprisonmenr' in line ^), 
the word “simi)le” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the Housi* is that in sub-clause 
2) of clause 3 of the Bill, (?) for the word “five” api)earing in line 4, the 
void “two’’ be substituted; (??) tor the word “three” apj)earing in line, the 
vord “two” be substituted; and (in) before the W'ord “imprisonment” in 
ine 5, the word “simple” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The que.stion before the House that danse as 
imended stand part of the Bill. 

3'h(‘ motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, in conformity with the amendment 
rhich has just been accepted by the Hon’ble Minister by dropping the 
troviso to clause 2, may I move at short notice that the word “police officer” 
rmy be dropped in clause 6 of the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please let me have it in writing. 

Mr. Das, do you propose to do away with the words “police-officer or 
4her” ? ’ 

1 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sir, notliini? else. I move 

that in sub-clause (i) of clause- (i of the Bill, after the word “Any^ in hue 
1, the words “i)olice-officer, or other” be deleted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Amendmeut, moved that in sub-clause (1^ of 
clause <) of the Bill, after the word “Any” in line 1, the words “police- 
officer, or other” be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 0 of the Bill, after the word “Any in line 1, the 
words “police-officer, or other” be deleted. 

The (luestion was ])ut and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jiiestion hefore the House is that clause (i as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The (question was ])ut and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand i)art of the Bill. 

The (pu'stion before the House that clause 7 stand jiart of the Bill. 

The (juestion was put and agreed to. 

Clause S. 

Mr PRESIDENT: Clause «S stand part of the Bill. 

The (question before the House is that claus(‘ 8 stand j)ai't ot the Itill. 

Th( (luestion was put and ag'ieed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand i»art of the Bill. 

The question before the Houst* is that clause tl stand jiart of tlie Bill. 

The (lue^tlou was ])ut and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The (piestiou Indore the House is that (dause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The (piestion was ])ut and aj^’ieed to. 

Clause 11. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was j)ut and agreed to. 

Schedule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the Schedule stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with your permission I would like 
to make a slight correction in the figure in my amendment, namely, that 
for the amount of 25 rupees I want to make it 50 rupees. I beg to move 
that in column 2 of the Schedule, for the words “one hundred rupees” 
wherever they occur, the wa)rds “fifty rupees” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope the House has no objection to this change 
in the amendment. All right. 
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Am^Jldpieiit moved that in column 2 of the scdiedule, for the words “one 
hundred #hpees” wherever they occur, the words “fifty rupees” he substi- 
tuted. ^ » 

Tfto Hon’blo AHMBD HOSSAINS I ac<‘cpt the amendment, Sir. 

Mr« PRESIDENTS The ciuestion before the House is that in eoliuiin 
of the schedule, for the words “one hundred rupees” wherever they occur, 
the word “fifty rupees” be substituted. 

The qaestion was put and ap:reed to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: T beg- to move tliat item 7 in the Sche- 
dule to tlie Bill be omitted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that item 7 in the Schedule to 
the Bill be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: T acceid the aiiKMulnuMit, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pie stion befor(‘ the House is that itmu 7 in 
the Schedule to the Bill be omitted. 

The (juestiori was ]nit and a^^reed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tln‘ (|ues1ion befou* the House is that the schedule 
as annuided stand ])art of the Bill. 

The (piestion was jmt and af»ieed to. 

Tiilc and PrvamhJe 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is that the Title 
and the Bieamble stand pari of the Bill. 

Thi' ijuestion was ])ui and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 be g to movt‘ that the Bengal 
I’rotection and (hinseiw ation of b'ish(*s Bill, 1947, as settled in the ('ouncil, 
be ])assed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that th(‘ Bengal Protection and (’on- 
servation of Fishes Bill, 1947, as settled in the Uoumul, be i)assed. 

The (luestion before the Hou.se is that the Bengal Brotection and (’on- 
servation of Fishes Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council be passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-40 ii.m. on 
he 21st April, 1947. 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned till 1-40 p.m. on-Monda\ , the 21st Ajuil, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting tueld on th< 
1st April 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Sultan Ahmed. 

(2) Eai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

(3) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(()) Mr. Heinendra Kumar Das. 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(8) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(9) The Hon’bh* Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(10) Mr. Mungturam Jaijmria. 

(11) Aliiad.j Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(12) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(13) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(14) Mr. Nageiidra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(15) Mr. Georgt* Morgan, C.I.E. 

(Ki) Mr. T. B. Nimrao. 

(17) Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

(18) Dr. Kumud Sanker Ray. 

(19) Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

(20) Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

(21) Haji Md. Yusuf. 

(22) Mr. Ainulyadhone Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 29. 


The Council met in the Le^isiative ( liuinher of the Legislative Biiihiing, 
Calcutta, on Monday, 2Jst April, J947, at 1-4-7 p.m. ])eing' the 29th day of 
the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section Ii2 y2) (f/) of the (Tovcriimeiit 
of India Act, 193-7. 

Mr. President (the Hoii’ble Sir Uuoy Prasad Sinoh Hoy, k.u.i.e.) was 
in the C'hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Muslim students in the Science classes. 

84. Mr, NUR AHMED: (u.) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department he pleased to state whetlier it is a fact that there 
is an extreme paucity of Muslim student^ in the Science classes in all the 
colleges and Universities in Bengali 

(h) Is it a fact tliat Sir Azizul Haque, ex-Vice-Chani'ellor of the TTniver- 
city of Calcutta, in his convocation addre.s> of the TLiiversity in 1941 drew 
rhe immediah' attention of the (Tovernmeut to thi^ facC" 

(c) What was the total numher of Muslim and non-Muslim student-s in the 
Science classes in (/) the University of ('ahuitta. (//) tlie Dacca University 
and {in) other colleges in Bengal, during the years 1940-41, 1941-42, 1942-4-‘{ 
and 1943-44, resjiectively 

{(f) How many Muslim students and how' many non-Muslim students 
passed J.Sc., B.Sc. and M.Sc. examinations fioju (/) the University of 
(/alcutta, (//) the Dacca University and (///) all other colleges of Bengal 
during the years 1940, 1941, 1942 and 1943, respe< tive]y ? 

(e) Have any measures been adopted by the Government of Bengal to 
increase the number of Muslim students in the Science classes!'^ If so, what 
are they? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: 
(the Hon’hle Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN): (n The number 
of Muslim students in Science classes of different college.-^ is rather small. 

(h) Yes, but not in 1941. Attention of Government was drawn to this 
fact in the convocation address of 1940. 

(c) and (d) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Hestrictions of Divisions are relaxed in connection with the 
of Muslim students for the study of Science. To encourage the 
Muslim Students to take up Science courses Government have made a special 
^|)rovi.sion for Hs.20,G40 per annum for aw^ard of stipends. There are also 
6 scholarships of Rs.25” each per month to Muslim students who take |Q> 
Honours in Botany^i or Geology wilkf he 1»f free tuition.' 

62 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses (c) and (d) of question No, 84. 



1940-41. 

1941-42. 

1942-43. 

1943-44. 


Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim, 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Mushm. 

(i) Pnivri'sity of 
('alc'utta. 

20 

407 

27 

450 

21 

440 

24 

512 

{ii) Dacca Univer- 
Hity. 

125 

270 

120 j 

254 

13S 

210 1 

117 

208 

{in) Gov'c'rnincnt 
and Govcrii- 

incnt aided 

ColIcgCH. 

9;u 

5,408 

040 1 

1 

5,7:10 

!)32 1 

0,151 

1,012 

0,320 

Un-aidod Tidlcgcs 

i:n 

i 

2,205 

171 j 

2.:i22 


1.758 j 


2,003 



1040. 

1041. 

1042, 

1043. 


Muslim. 

Non- 
Mils I nil. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Mu-lnu. 

Mu-^lim, 

Non- 
M UsIlTtl. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Mut-lnn. 

(i) DniMMMty uf 
Calcutta — 









M.Sc. 

3 

108 

2 


5 

128 

4 

114 

(u) Dacca L’nu ('r- 
Mty-- 









11. Sc. 

13 

57 

38 

00 

34 

08 

20 

51 

M.Sc. 

3 

20 

10 

31 

8 

21 

11 

12 

(iu) Government 
and Govern- 

ment-aided col- 
leges — 









I.Sc, 

180 

1,284 

241 

1,380 

247 

1,341 

175 

1,097 

B.Sc. 

43 

390 

32 

424 

51 

515 

81 

i 701 

M.Sc. 

1 

17 

1 

19 

1 

17 

Nil 

1 

19 

XJn-aided colleges — 









I.Sc. 

23 

1 

02(5 

20 

550 

24 

492 

29 

409 

B.Sc. 

1 ■ 

1 80 

1 ^ 

1 83 

3 

1 77 

1 

1 ^ 

1 83 


LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hin'ble Minister be pleased, to 
state whether this special proviwsion of 20,040 for award of stipends to Muslim 
students is in excess of Rs. 10,00,000 already allotted for the encoura^emefit 
of Muslim students education? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Rs. 10,00,000 
was allotted very recently. But this grant is being paid from before. 
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Wj** LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Has the Hon'hle the Edueation Minister 
actually spent this amount by giving^ owt awards or stipends to the Muslim 
students ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Most of the 
awards have been given but when suitable e>»ndidates are not available the 
amount cannot be spent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAS: How inucli money is uii.s])eiit ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; T want notice. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To how main Mu>lim stnth'nls scbolar- 
slii]) of Its. 'S') I - per month has been awardtal upto non Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: T cannot say 
that witliout notice. Hut as I, have s;iul tin* amount is sjituil w hmi sintabhs 
candidates are availabh*. In most \i‘ars .sinlalilt' caiididat t's liad Iummi a\ail- 
able, but T cannot givt* the exact number witJioiit noti<e. 


Abolition ot the system of appointing members to Local Self-Governing 

Bodies. 

85. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: (a) Will the 
iron'hle Ministt'r in chargt' ot' tlie Department ot Health and Local Self- 
(lovernmeiii he jdeased io state wlietlnu’ thoernnnmt are agi(‘ea]>]<‘ to the 
aliolitioii (d th(‘ sysli'in ol appointing memhm-s to th(‘ local .sel t-govei-iiin<»* 
bodi(‘s. 

(h) Tf so, \\h(*n <hi the (Tovernimuit propose^ to aimmd the relevant Acts 
to give e(fe( t t;< this!-' 

(f* Ho the ( loviu nment propose to delm’ the (deetions to ilie district 
boards, local boards and municipalities in Ihmgal. till the* nde\ani Acts 
lia ve boeii so amended Y 

(d) It not. why notr' 

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI); 

{a) The system ot ajiiminting memliers to union boards has laam discon- 
tinued by (Tovernnient ordi'r contained in notification No. 2I->bIi.S.-( L , dated 
the 11th September, DDb. The question of abolition of the system of appoint- 
ing niember.s to otlu'r local self-government bodies undm tin' adminHtrali\e 
control of this department is under consideration of (loverument. 

U>) to (d) Do not arise at thi.s stage. 


Establishment of a Muslim University in Bengal. 

86. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; (a) Will the Ilon‘hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state wlietlier it is a fact 
that a number of Muslim eonimunalists is urging upon tin' Ministry to ear- 
mark at least one-third of the lump grant received from the Ch'ntral Govern- 
ment for establishment of a Muslim T^niversity in Bengal and to a(;qin‘re 
for the ])roposed Fniversity 1^,0(K) hif/luis of suitahh' lands neai- ('aleutta)' 

(h) If so, what is tlie Gov(*rnni(‘nt\s intention with je>p<*ej to the jiroposed 
Muslim University in Bengal*' Who will liear the costs thereof y 

(c) Are tlie Government aware of the fact tliat th(‘ existing edu(;ationaI 
institutions are in great financial diftieulti(*s and are in need ol adiujuate 
Government grant? 

(d) What about making primary education both free and compulsory in 
Bengal ? 
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(e) Will Government consider the desirability of meeting these need 
first before deciding on establishment of a communal University in thi 
Province ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) No 

There have l>een some Press comments on the establishment of Universitie 
in Bengal. There is a genuine demand from the Muslim nation for a Muslin 
University. 2,()(K) higha.'^ of land is going to be acquired near Calcutta fo 
the development of Islamia (hdlege which may be further developed to j 
residential Univer8il>. 

{h) and (c) Do not arise. 

(r) Yes, and Government have under their consideration schemes fo 
increased grants to colleges for Science teaching. 

(d) Government are seriously considering the question of introducing fre( 
and com])ulsory i)rimary education in Bengal from 1947-48. 

Mr. LALIT CHAKDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tha 
there is a genuine opposition from non-Muslim population of Bengal fo 
the establishment of a communal University tuch as the one under consi 
deration)^ 

The Hon^ble Mr, 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Governmeiii 
have not yet decided the establishment of any university but it has decider 
to develop the Islamia Ccdlege. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Are the Government aware of tin 
genuine opposition of the non-Muslim population to it*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Govern 
nient are not aware of it. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: With reference to answer under \b) as “Do noi 
arise,” regarding the financial j)osition in lelatioii to answer under (a) 
iKUnely 2,000 higlnis of land is g-oing to be ac(]uired near Calcutta, will the 
Ilon’ble Ministei’ please slate what is the appioximate idea of the price oi 
a hi(;/ui of land near Calcutta and the cost involved!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Ks. 200 per 

hii/ha and the whole tiling \M)uld, it is estimated, cost Rs. 4 lahhs but it 
may cost Us. o lakhs. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Rs. 200 per higlui in Calcutta! 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, not in 

C^alcutUi, but \ery near Calcutta — within 30 miles from Calcutta. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please explain the difference between the meaning of Muslim 
Nation and Bengali Nation as stated by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in 
his last statement? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That question does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is there any such thing as the Muslim 
Nation in Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Certamly. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: As distinguished from? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDIN HOSAIN: The Hindu 
Nation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Where? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In Bengal. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In view of the reply of the Hon’ble 
Minister that “There is a genuine demand from the Muslim Nation for a 
Muslim Tmiversity, etc.” will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
whether that nation approached the (lovernmeut with a contribution for tho 
establishment of such a university? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDIN HOSAIN; They venti- 
lated the facts in the papers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did they appro^uh the (Tovernment 
with any contribution for the purpose of the establishment of a Muslim 
University ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: They have 
not yet done so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will tlie Ilon’hle Mijiister demand from 
the Muslim Nation sufficient contribution tor the establishment ot a Muslim 
University before the ([uestion is considered at all? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, it will 
certainly be considered when the question of tlie establishment of the 
university arises. 

Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry. 

87. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: (o) Will the ITon bh Minister in 
charge of tlu‘ Home Dejiaitment be phased to state if Itis altimtion has been 
drawn to a notification published in th(‘ Calcutta n(‘wspapers on the 11th 
instant in tin* name of Mi, .1. Saddler, S(‘cretar^, Calcutta l)istiirbanc(*s 
Commission of Kn(|uiry, IVriteis’ Huildings, Calcutta, which statics amongst 
other things that only the t‘videnct“ ot thos(‘ whose statmnent nder to 
occurrences which took place within their personal know'h*dgc is askial for 
and furthei that with (luestnuis of com])ensation the Commission of Kmjiiiry 
are not concerned and also that c(*rtain particulars are re(|uired to ]»e supjilied 
to the said Mr. Saddle!' at the a(hln‘ss of the Writers' Huildings b\ noon 
ThursdaA . the ‘.Jtlth Sejdmnber, lb4b? 

(h) Do tlx' (iovernment jiropose to continm* the office of this ErKjuiry 
CVmimission in the Secretariat Ibiildings or in a freer atmosphere in an 
independent house outside the Secretariat wdtli an independent staff? 

(cl ])o the (iovernment consider it advisable to collect tin* names of the 
persons willing to apjiear before the Commission as earl\ as tin' 2(lih 
Septemb(*r, lfl4(i, in view of the fact that the ]>eople an* suspicious of the 
manipulation of those very jiersons in authority whose conduct is the subject 
matter of the ])n‘sent en(|uiry and are further appiehensi\e of intimidation 
and annoyance if they come out so early? 

{(] ) Do tlie (Iovernment jiroposi* to cancel that }>ait (d the notification of 
said Mr. Saddler which lays down jirocedure as to what evidence to lx* taken 
and what not in view id' the jmblication of tlx* terms of referenci* of the 
(Commission of Einjuiry subsequently? 

(c) Do (iovernment ri'consider their decision not to include the question 
of compensation in tlx* terms of reference of the Emjuiry of ('ommission to 
avoid future conifilications ? 

(/) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of Minister-in-oharge of 
the Home Department): {a) Yes. 

(h) The office which was temporarily located in Writers’ Iluildings for 
want of suitable accommodation was shifted to llelvedere as soon as possible. 
The staff which includes men and officers of this Government as well as of 
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the Federal Court of India and the High Courts of Calcutta, Patna anc 
Madras and Chief Courts of Sind and Oudh are under the direct control o: 
tlie Commission. 

(c) and (d) These were matters for the Commission and Government had 
nothing to do with them. 

(c) No. 

(f) (jovernment luive no liability lo pay compensation for lo.s.ses resulting 
from civil disi uibnnces but have decided to make c.r gratia payment in 
accordance with the sclienn* of rehabilitation that is being ])ursue(] 
s(‘pai'ately. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; Will the G overnment be pleased tn 
state if they an* liable* to protect the life and pr()])erty and honour of the 
])eople of the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, that is one ol the functions of 
Govei'nm(‘nt to enfoice law and order in the ;»reas coniinitted to their charge 
and to protect, tin* life a]id properties of the citi/zcns inhabiting those areas. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDER: If the resjHuisibility ol tlie Govt'rn- 
nient is to piolect tin* life and property of citizens, hut il, by their negli- 
gence or h\ lh(*n dt*lault or by their incmniH'tenct*, the liii* and ])ro])erly ol 
citizens are not saved from the hands of the gimndas 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thai is a h\pothet ical (juestion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: In such cases are the Government not 
liable to pay compensation to the sulferers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: If ci^ll commotion and distiii- 
bances of tin* magnitude that was witnessed in August ]!t4(i anses, (lovern- 
jnent are not liable for the damages inflicted by nn'inbeih of certain com- 
munities on members of other communities 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Is this not the result of the Direct 
Action Day declared by the Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 

Total strength of the members of the Bengal Judicial service. 

88. Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the rludicial De]>artment be ])leased to state — 

(?) the total stn‘ngth of the members of the Bengal Judicial Service; 
and 

(-?’/) the total strength of the Muslim memb(*rs of the said service? 

{}>) Is there any rule fixing the jiroportion of Muslim members in the 
said service? 

(c) If so, has that rule been acted ujion? 

{(1) It not, have the Government under contemplation any scheme for 
st*curing ])roportionate strength of Muslims in the saiil service? 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA, Parliamentary Secretary (on 
behalf of Minister-in-charge of the Judicial Department : (G The 

present actual strength of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) is 287 com- 
prising 81) Subordinate Judges, 229 Munsifs and 19 probationary Munsifs. 

(nl Ninety-five (T Subordinate Judges, 80 Mun>ifs and 8 probationary 
Munsifs ) . 
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(b) The Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, 
have been made applicable to the service by notification No. 2034J., dated the 
9th June, 1941. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib MOBARAJC ALI KHAN: Supplemental v question. With 
regard to reply {a) {h) does this satisfy the communal ratio rules:’ 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: The (\)mmunal Ratio 
Rules aie obsei-ved ever since sucli rules Averi' made apjilie.ililt' to the 
service, i.e., liy notification No. 2034T., dated tlie 91 h .Tune, 1941. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. 1 li:ive .yiit ;in :i(lj<iiirinii(‘iil iiiolion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y e.s, there are two adjournmeiii motions in your 
name; whicli one do \ on jiropose to mo\ey 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ot couise, the first one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me see. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 h(‘g to move this ('oiincil 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou need not lead tdn* motion now. 4 list ;i minute. 

This js the notice ot an adjouiaiment motion that I ]ia\(‘ ii‘cei\ed: [ 
]iavi‘ not yet gi\en my eoiisimt to the motion Imt 1 ])ro))Os(^ to decide the 
jHiint after timii'ing the Mews .ul (lovernment. Tdie notice is this- — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To move that tliis Council <]o 4idjourn its 
business to discuss a d(‘finite matter of urgent public importance, and of 
recent oc-cuii-cmce, namely tJie serious situation arising out ot the barliarities 
committed liy the Punjabi Armed R-olice of the (lovernnient of Bengal 
who on the night of I4tlj April last lorcibly entering into the premises 
No. 11)1). Hairison Road, in Central Calcutta (anised by tlie butt end of their 
rides and othm- means injuries to the persons of several unoffending men, 
women and cliildren of that pi*emises and, what is most shocking and revolt- 
ing, iiaped on lady inmate of the .same. 

May I hear (lovernmenCs views on this matter!'' Do they oliject to 
this motion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not <d>ject. Sir, Imt 1 would 
just like to make one submission. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, as he has no objection, he cannot 
have submis.sion to make either, before it is admitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I will make my comments later, 
after it is admitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it i.s for the Chair to decide wind her the motion 
will at all be admitted on hearing both .side.s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; But I can make (omments after- 
wards, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I have not yet decided whether the motion 
should be admitted or not. 1 have not yet given my consent. I will 
therefore hear what Government have got to say regarding admissibility of 
the motion. 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, the Government Lave already 
said that they have no objection. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that is what Mr. Mohammec 
Ali wiid. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please listen to me. It does not always depenc 
upon the Government. Even if the Government does not object, the Chaii 
may refuse consent. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: You have <'ot that opportunity now; s< 
why need the Chair wait for the Government's views? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but 1 must know certain facts from Govern- 
ment. So, don't ^et impatient, please. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, what I w'as ^oinp’ to submii 
is that this matter is now bein<>- investio-ated into, and no report has ye1 
been received by Government ; therefore no fruitful purpose will be serveti 
it ihis adjournment motion is discussed at this stage. If you think, Sir, tha 
this mol ion can he admitted, when I would reciuesl that a day be fixed 
subsecjiient to the 22nd, or ;uiy date afterwards because Government think 
that before that time it will not be possible for us to know' the full details. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think tbi s matter is of great public imj>ortance 
and 1 ^ne my (onsent to it, but in view of what is said by the Hon. 
Minister I would fix 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As regards the date, I w'twihl suggest 
to-morrow, because it is on that day that this matter will be discussed in 
the othei- House; for, otberwi.se it will be(‘ome .stale. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: AVe <lo not w’ant the date to go beyond 
the dat<‘ in the Assembly. 

The Hon’blo Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: 1 would suggest the dav after 
to-morrow'. Fku’ Government even alter receiving the reixirt W’ill have to 
g'o through it 

Mr, PRESIDENT: A\ell, if this matter c;ni be tiaken uj) in the other 
House to-moiTow and deb-ated there, 1 see no season why the same thing 
cannot be done here, too. 

Tho Hon’blc Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: 1 hope 'sou W'ill kindly realise 
that the Assembly will sit iit 4-d(), and 1>_\ the time, after rec*eiving the 
report, Goyernment will be in a position to know' the full facts by 5 o’clock 
and you will also agree, 1 hope, that after the report is received by Govern- 
ment sub.seijuent or conseijinmtial em|uiries may have to be made by (xovern- 
ment, sd that the\ may not have the full infoimation desirable at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Pie ase try to expedite the matter. 1 fix to-morrow 
as the date, beciiuse I think that if Government are in a position to agree 
to the discussion of the matter in the other House to-morrow', they can as 
well do so in this House too. 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: One word. Sir. I hope that 
^ou will agree that even if Government receive the report early to-morrow, 
they may require additional information and it may not be forthcoming 
when this House meets. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I do not agree. Because in that case 
Government should not have agreed to take up this matter in the other 
House to-morrow. I fix to-morrow' at 1-45 p.m. for the discussion of this 
adjournment motion. 
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Message from the Governor. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I would like to mention 
one thiiifr most importiiiit 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you kindly wun’t for n few 
minutes as I have "ot to read a messafye. After the messao-e is read you 
may mention what you have got to say. 

Order, order. I have received the following message from His Excel- 
lency the (jfovernor under seetion of tlie Governmenl ot India 
Act,‘ 1935;— 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

M es.'<n(fe from Ills E.rcrUcnrn the (roreriKtr umler sretnoi 7o of the 
(lorernment of Indio .!<•/, IfdV), doled the Sth April. Idd7. 

Tin' Rengal Emluuikinenl ( Amendenient ) Bill, 194(). has ])cen passed l>y 
both (dianibers ot the Bengal liegislaline and has been presented to the 
Governor in a(‘cordance \^ith section 75 <d the Government of India Act, 
1935. Having given my most careful attention to the Bdl, I am of o])inion 
that it is my duty to return it to the Legislature in acc'^ordance with the 
pi'oviso to the said section and to reejuest the ('hambers t^) consider it in 
regard to the following points. 

2. After the Broclamation under section ff3 ot the Government of India 
Act, 1935, was issued on the 3Ist Miindi, 1945, tlie Ibmgal Kmbankment 
(Amendment j Act, 1945 (Bengal Act \’l ot lfM5), containing provisions 
identic;d with those contained in the Bengal Kmliankment ( Ani(*ndnient ) 
Bill, 194(i, was enacted by me by virtue ot the legislative jiowers assumed to 
myself b\ the said proclamation and th(‘ said Act is now in force and will, 
under sub-section (4) ot section 93 of the (ioveinmenl H>f India Act, 193o, 
continue to lia\e effect until two years have <*lapsed from the date on which 
the said Proclamation ceased to have effect, i.e., from the ‘.vMlh A])ril, 1949, 
unless s^MUK'i' rept*aled or re-enacted by an Act of tlu* approjiriate Legislature, 

3. 1 am a<l\ise<l that the enactment of this Bill would not be r](‘enied to 
lie re-enactment of the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Act, 1945. 
within the meaning of suh-section (4) of section 93 of the (iovernmeiit ot 
India Act, 1935, and that, as the said Act has not be(‘n expiess|\ reiieahnl in 
the Bill, tin' said Act would continue to o}>erate ev(*n after tin' enactment of 
the Bill. Tlu' enactment of the Bill in its present form would thu'^ cau^e 
two separate jiieces of legislation containing identic al j>rovi'«ions to co-exist, 
and this would result in both legal and administrat i \ e ccmfii^ion It is 
necessary therefore, to iinliide in the Bengal Embanknn'nt (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, a provision for expressly lepealing the Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Act, 1945. 

4. I consider that ojijkuI unity should also be Liken to change the year 
in the short title of the Bill from “l!f4(>” to “P)47 ’ v\ hich has been 
necessitated owing to efflux of time. 

5. After due consideration therefore, I have decided to recommend to 
the Bengal I^giskitive Chaml>ers that the Bill be amended in the maunor 
stated in the following recommendation to include therein provisions for 
repealing expressly the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Act, 1945, ami 
for changing the yeiir in the short title of the Bill and I appoint the TIon‘ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath 'Mukherjea, c.i.e., m.h.k., Minister-in-charge of the Irri- 
gation and Waterw^ays Department, to be the member in charge of the Bill. 

6. In pursuance of the provisions of the provis^j to section 75 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, I, Fre<lerick John Burrows, (rovernor of 
Bengal, do recommend to the Bengal Legislative Chambers that they do 
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amend the Beng’al Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1946, by the adoption, 
without further amendment, of the following amendments, that is to say, — 

(1) In clause 1 of the Bill, for the figures “1946^' the figures ‘"1947” 

sliall be substituted. 

(2) After clause 2 of the Bill the following clause shall be added, 

namely, — 

(J) ‘^Repeal of Bengal Act VI of 1945.*’ Tlie Bengal Embankmeiit 

(Amendment) Act, 194o, is hereby repealed.” 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of infoi-niation, Sir, Has 
not Mi. Tar^ik Nath Muklierji icnonnced his title, he hi'ing a Leaguer r* 
May I know whether h(‘ lias riMionnced his title y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not know it he has renounced his title. At 
least I liave no information on tin' point. 

Assent to the Bengal Ordinances (Temporary Enactment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 h aAe now lo infonn tin' honourable members that 
th(‘ Bengal ( )i d ina ne(*s 'rmnfHUai N Lnaciim'Jit Bill, 1947. wliich was passed 
bv' Iwilh ChambfMs ot the Bengial L(*g)slature has bei'ii as, seated to by Ills 
Exc(dlenc\ tin* tiovernor-Cem'ral umhu- the ])^o\lsion^ ol seition 7(»(1) ot 
the (lovernment oi India Acl, 19^»->. 

Special Motion 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I ;iave mdice ot a motion under rule fH! 
regarding a \er\ Im|H)rt4ml and urg(*nt mat lei thal is with regal'd to the 
i'Oiiit jieaee afiju'al issu(*d b\ tin* two gic'ati'st Indian liMdeis, Mi', .linnah 
and Mr. (lamlhi and I TV(|uesl um to allow hk' io mo\e it 1 tind from the 
procei'd i ng s of the ('ouneil ot Stale ami als.o ot the 1 . lb legi'^lat ui'e that 
the normal busiiu'ss was susjn'iided ioi' a tinn* and sinh a moti'on was 
Considered and I hopi' you will kindl\ ])ermit me to allow to do that. I 
would also appeal to tin* lloiTble Minister to susjiend for a time the normal 
business and allow me to move ttiis \ei\ imjHutant motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am prejiared to give my consent to it but it has 
got to he referred Ui the Ilon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Chief Minister’s 
Hepail ineiit . Now, suppose the (’liief Minister agrees what date d.o you 
suggest for the discussion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It .should be taken up on a non- 
official day. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: (’annot it be taken up to-day, as it is 
a very imporUint matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chief Minis ter is nut here. AVithout bis consent 
this motion c^innot be admitted and so it cannot be taken up to-day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We may take it up on a non- 
official day. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: As this i.s a very important, this 
aboiild be taken up on an official day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: When a thing is sponsored by a 
non-official member it is a non-official business and when it is sponsoivd by 
an official member then the busiiie.ss is official. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It cannot be considered as an otfieial bu.siness 
but it might be taken on a day of Government business provided 
Governmeut agree to it. The order paper is settled by Government. 
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Mr* KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Sir, the opinion of my party is tha 
as it is a very important matter not only of this province but also of tin 
whole of India, it has ^^ot to be discussed not on a non-official day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the fixing- of date for its discussion, le 
us wait till tomorrow tor the Chief Ministei*’s consent. 

The Bengal Aequisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, ineaiiv bile. ino\ I mention one 
other thiiit?. The Beiij^al Actjuisilion of Wa.st<‘ Lund ihll with tlie ii'port 
ot the Select (Vininiitlee was ])rt\sented to the Iloiis(‘ cm tlii' 1st ef Ajnil wlum 
the llon^e adjoin ned. ('(»j)i(‘s of th(‘ Bill with tln‘ Ue|Mnl ot tin' Select Com- 
niitte(‘ wa^ri' not m:ule availohle to the nu'mhers till a late sl.i^'e. Attc'r that 
the lloUNc h(‘in^ adjonnu'd the niembt'i^ w(*i-e seatti'rcd all ovt'r tin' pro\inei' 
the_\ havin;^ retiiiin'd to iheii* eon.sl it iK'in'ics to preach ])(‘aee and «^“oodwill 
anion, l;‘ the wai ving' eommiinil ii's. So speaking lor my Lart> wv poiild not 
meet to^i'ther to eoll^ideI• tin' Bill a^ it emer^i'il from tin' Select ( 'em ni it tt'i' 
and the amendnient> that weir to be put in beloit' to-da,\ . 'The Bill is of 
such vital ]ni|)oi t :i nee that it tepuiies nioi<* time tor amend nn'iit s t(^ he put 
ill to the clauses ot the Hill k'eeliiie tlii.-^ neet‘',>il\ troni m,\ own jilacc' oi 
re^iih'iiee in La^t Hi'iieal I Nioit a wne nspn'st me' that the time toi Mib- 
niittine' amendments ma> he e\teiide<l and the l'i('>ident was pleased ti* si'iid 
a iepl\ to that that this niatti'r nnTht he ]dae(’d Ix'tc.re tin' House w hi'ii it 
met on the L'lst. toda\ This Bill, as 1 said, is of vital im]ioilane(‘ and 

We have to take tin' greatest )>osvil)h‘ eaie to ,sne'e,.v,(.t useful amt'iid nii'iit s 
which means that nioie time will lie r(*()Uired. So 1 ask tor niori' tinn* to 
]mt 111 amendmi'iits 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I do not think. Sir. that, it is a 

I’l'asoiiahle veijuest to ask toi more time to jint in ann'inlnn'iits heeaiise tin' 
time limit to |mt in ann'inlnn'iits was fixi'd h\ you. Sir. hefoi'e the House 
adjourned with tin' ('oiismit of all ])artie,s iin'ludin^ tin' ( )])])osit ion . And now 
to ask foi more tilin' tor the sann' purjiose do(*,s not, seem to nn' to hi' ri'ason- 
ahle in view' ot tlu' fact that tln*v hav<' alieadx tahh'd as nianv as oOll ann'inl- 
ments and the long’ interval since tlie House was a<]joiirin‘<l should have 
given them suthi'ient time to draft and seiutinise tln'ir amendments. 1 
undeistaiid further that the J)epartment could not eopi* with tin* huge 
number of amendments ali'eady taldi'd and ('ould not g(‘t them printi'd. Ami 
now if monv time is allowed that will give seo])e to put in another hOd 
amendiin'iits and to have them printed by the departnn'iit will take still 
longer time. So T do not think that the reijuest for more tinn' to put in 
amendments is reasonable and desire that the Bill should he taken uj) for 
consideration to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I’he position is this. There are alii'ady (iOO amend- 
ments and wu’th the few' tyjii.sts in the th'part meiit it was not j)ossi])le 
to co])e with so many of the amendments in time and F am 
informed by the Secretaiy that at least a w'i'ek's time v\dll be 

necessaiv to analyse the amendments, tabulate th(*m ])ropeily 

and to get them printed. So the Bill can not be taken uj) claust' by clause 
bi'fore next Tuesday in any case. In the meantinu' you ('an certainl.v discuss 
among-st v ourselves the amendments whieli von havi* aliaaidy tabled and in 
view' of the fact that as many as bOO amendments have been tabled mostly, 

I believe, from the Opposition, I do not feel that there is much justification 
for further time to put in amendments. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Our difheulty was this. Co])ies of the 
Bill with the report of the Select Committee weie not supplied to us well 
ahead of the time fixed for ])utting in amendments to the clauses of the Bill, 
We got tlie report of the Select fAmmittee on the Hth ; some even got it on 
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the 10th. JOth was the last date fixed for putting in amendments, 15th 
was the Bengalee JVew Year Day. Within *tjie short time at our disposal we 
no doubt put in amendments but they have been put in haphazardly. We 
want further time, longer time, so that we can have a discussion among 
ourselves and submit better amendments and useful amendments in place of 
tlie ha])hazard ones submitted aheady. That is the reason why we want 
an extension of time. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I think there should be an agreement between the 
(Tovernment and the ()pf»osition on this matter and I would suggest that the 
Ifon’ble Minister and tlie Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition should 
discuss this matter between themselves and come to me with their concrete 
pro])osals. 1 do not want eithcu- to stand in the way of the Oovernment' 
or to (‘Xend the ime asked tor by tin* Opposition without an agreement on 
my own initiative in view of the tact that there^ are already some fiOO' 
amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The difficulty, if you extend 
the time, will lx* that another 500 amendments will cro]i up and the 
(‘onsideral ion of this Hill will be postfiornnl by another fortnight. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that is a matter whirl) you can discuss with 
the Leaih'r ot tin* Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 am prepared to discuss the 
matter with him. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case* this Hill cannot be taken u]) for con- 
sidi*ration to-day or before Tuesday next. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA; Sir, would it be impossible tor 
( toveniTiK'iit to accede to the reijiu'st to (*xtend the date b\ only tw'O days 
in view of the fact that the matter cannot be taken u]) early!" 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, 1 have already suggested that it is for 
your lea(l(‘r to djscuss the mattt*i‘ with the llon'ble Minist(‘r in charge and 
to come to an agreement with him, it In* can. An regards the motion that 
the Hill be taken up for consideration 1 believe that there aie some 
amendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS : That, also will come up on Tuesday, 
Sir. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Undesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I beg to move that the Bengal 
Ludesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, member, s of the House an* aw'art* that undesirable, objectionable 
and sometiiiK's obscene ad vertisements frecjiieutly appear wdiich relate to 
alleged cures of sexual disorders, veneral disorders and diseases jieculiar to 
women, that do considerable harm to the j)ubli«. They are not merely 
advertisements for bogus medicines which are prescribed by quacks but they 
lure away persons sufiering from those diseases from taking medicines from 
qualified practitioners. Therefore they cause a g(K)d deal of harm to the 
patients because delay causes theJn to suffer more and makes recoverv more 
difficult. Therefore, it is necessary for Government to prohibit these sorts 
of advertisements of medicines which are made by quacks and which lure 
away patients from proper treatment. Members of this House are also 
aware of many kinds of obscene advertisements in hoardings, in bills, in 
pamphlets and newspapers, and it is necessary to control them. But it is 
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nat the intention of Government to prohibit adverti8ements by qualified 
medical practitioners of good.^ potent medicines and therefore there is a 
provision in the Bill that permission can l>e obtained from an ofii(?er to be 
appointed by Government and those advertisements can appear. There is 
also a provision in the Bill that literature describm^^ the prescrilH'd medicines, 
and other kinds of brochures issued h\‘ medical practitioners or by 
nianufactiirint,^ concerns issued ])rivately to medical ])ractitioners. should be 
allowed. So these provisions in this Bill are very salutary and very essential. 
There was an Ordinaiu'e in force which presented this kind of advertisement 
but that Ordinance has now exjdred. It is therefore necessary that we 
.should put these provisions in the statute book. With tlose* word.> I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved th.it tln‘ Bengal 
Undesirable Advertisements (Oontrol) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand j)art of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: CUause 2 stand part of the Blil. The question before 
the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was iiut and agreed to. 

Clause 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause >> stand jiart of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I beg to move that in sub-clause (1) of clause of 
the Bill, the ^^ords and comma “treat, or’’ in lou' 2 bt* onntled. 

Sir, what T want to do is self-evident. You cannot treat diseases by 
advertisement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause '/) cf (liu.se 
of the Bill, the words and comma “treat, or” in lim‘ 2 be omitted 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question befoT'e the House is that in su l>clau,-.e 
(7) of clause '3 of the Bill, the words and comma “treat, or’’ in line 2 he 
omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I l)eg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 3 
of the Bill. 

(«) after the word “distribution” the words “or exhibition” be inserted, 
and 

(b) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 
be exhibited” be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in .sub-clause (2) of clause 8 
of the Bill — 

(u) after the word “distribution” the words “or exhibition” be inserted, 
and 

(h) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 
be exhibited” be inserted. 
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The question before the House is that in sub-clause {2) of clause 3 of th 
Bill— 

(a } after the word ‘Mistribufion” the Avords “or exhibition" be inserted 
and 

(h ) after the words “to be circulated" the words “or exhibit or cause t( 
be exliibited’' be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: 1 be g to move that at the end of clause 3 of the Bill 
tlie following ncAV sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(3j) Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not below 
the rank of Sub-insp(‘<‘tor to enter upon and search any prtnnises where- 
on or vvlierein any advertisement or any label or set of instruction' 
referred to in snb-s<‘ci ion (ji?) is or is reasonably suspected to be anc 
ma^ seize and di'tain any copies thereof”. 

J think, Sir, that this addition is necessary if tlie Bill is to work properly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of clause 3 of the 
Bill, the following iu‘W' sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(3) Any magistrate may by warrant autiiorise any ]»olice oflicer not below 
the rank ot Snb-lnspi'ctor to (‘liter upon and search any premises where- 
on or Avher(*in any aiU eriisirnent or any lalad or set of instructions 
refcrnnl to in sub-section (£) is or is reasonably suspected to be and 
may seize and detain any cojiies thereof”. 

The Hon’bleMr. MOHAMMED ALI: 8ir, 1 oppose this amendment. The 
Magistral!' has i)ow(‘r under section !)(> oJ the t'.B.C. to issue such warrant, 
ther('fore tlu' polici' oftic'i'r can alwa\‘-^ g(*t a s('arch warrant fi’oni the Magistiate 
if he shows reasonable ground lor tin' issue of wari'aiit. 33iere is therefore 
no need tor this amemlment. And 1 ho])e Mr. Morgan ivill ivithdraw his 
amendment, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the' House is that at the end of 
clause 3 of tlu' Bill, the following new sub-clause be added, namely — 

“(3) Any niagistrat(‘ may by warrant authorise any poli(‘e oflicer not belosv 
(h(‘ rank of Suh-lns}>('etor to enti'r upon and search any pri'mises where- 
on or ivherein any advertisement or any label or set of instruction^! 
referred to in Kub-seeiion is or is reasonably^ suspected to be and 
may^ seize and detain any copies thereof”. 

The motion Avas ])ut and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Cl (IV sc 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: T beg to move that in sub-clause (i) of clause 4 of the 
Bill, after the Avord “thing" in line 11, the Avords “and all copies thereof” be 
inserted. 

It is necessary to define the thing in an Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause {!) of clause 4 
of the Bill after the word “thing” in line 11, the Avords “and all copies 
thereof” be inserted. 

The Hon’bis Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: I accept the amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
( 1 ) of clause 4 of the Bill, afk^r the word “thing” in line 11, the words “and 
all copies thereof” lie inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, G. MORGAN: J beg to move: that at the end of clause 4 of tlie 
Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

(S) h('re in pursuance, of Mib-, section (/) any iK'wspaper, p('iiodical, 
j)amphlct, liand-hill, or other document or article or thing has been 
(h*clared to be forfeited to His Haj(*st.\, an\ ])olice olHcer^niay ^eize 
an> copy thereof, wherever found, and an> inagistrate nia> hy ^\arrant 
authorise any police oflicer not below the raidv of Suh-l n^pector to iOiler 
U])on ipul search any premises whereon or wherein such newspaper, 
periodical, pamphlet hand-hill, or oth(>r document or article or thing or 
any coj)y 1 hereof is or is reas<mabl\ Mis]>(‘(‘ted lo la-.*' 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment m<)\ed ihat at tin' mid of clause 4 of the 
Bill, tlu' following siili-clause he adchal, namely: — 

here in ])ui>>nance of suh-scction (1) an;^ ni'wc^jiajier, periodical, 
pam])hl(‘i, hand-hill, or other docunxMit oi- article or thing has hemi 
declared (o he forfeited to il is Majesty, any jiolice oflicer may seize 
an.\ co])y thereof , w li{‘r(‘ver found, and any magisIraU* may hy wnirrant 
aulhorJ^e an\ j)olic<' officer not helow the' rank of Suh-J nsjiectiir to enter 
u])(»n and si'arcli any premise^ wh(‘i-eon or w'hcrciri such newspaper, 
jHuiodii'al. jiamphlid, hand-hill, or othm- documcMit or article or ihim’' 
or any copy ihen'of is or is rtsisouahly susj»cc(ed hi' " 

Th0 Hon’bt6 Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: 1 Widcimn* this amenilment whi('h 
follow's tlie foi'm of the Didi'iici' iil India rub* dO, suh-rnlc t;/). It w'ill 
increase the I'llicii'nc^ and (‘ontrol. Therefore 1 acci'pt this amendment wilh 
pleasure. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: d hi' question l>ef(>re tlii' Ifousi* is that at the end of 
clause 4 ot tin* Bill, th<' iollow'ing suh-clause he added, namely: — 

“(;y) AVheri' in ])iirsnaiic(' of suh-section (/) any new'spaper. periodical, 
pamphlet, liand-hill, or othm' document or artich' or thing has his'ii 
declared to he forteited to His Majcst;\ . any jmlice officer may seize 
an\ co])\ theri'of, wherevi'r found, and any inagistrate may l)y warrant 
authorise any police officer not helow' tin* rank of Suh-I nsjiector to enter 
u})on and search any premises whereon or wdiercin such newspaper, 
periodical, panijihlet hand-hill, or other document or article or thing or 
any cojiy thereif is or is reasonahly susjieeted to he.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 4 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and greed to. 

Clause r5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause G. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause G stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, G. MORGAN: 1 beg to move that in paragraph (hj cif clause G of 
the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 1, the w'ords “notice, circular 
or announcement” be substituted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; Amendment moved that in paragraph (b) of clause 
6 of the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 1, the words “notice, 
circular or announcement” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I oppose this amendment. This 
amendment would -raise difficulties aud is unnecessary. Advertisement as 
defined in claus(‘ 2(7) includes notice, cir<*ular or announcement. Many of the 
pamphlets, etc., which are sent to doctors are advertisements for drugs and 
instiTimentH whether they are also notices, circulars or announcements or not. 
If clause G(h) is restricted to notices, circulars and announcements it would 
mean that a doctor receiving those documents in the form of advertisements 
would not be ])rotected by mause (>(/>). The fact really is that such notices, 
etc., sent to a doctor are advertisements and there appears to be no reason why 
a doctor should be prohibited from re(‘eiving them as sinffi. For these reas ms 
I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question before the House is that 
in paragraph (h) of clause G of the Bill for tlie word “advertisement” in line 
1 the word “notice, (drcular or announcement” be ''substi-tuf-ed 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that after paragraph 
(c) of clause G of the Bill, the following new paragraph be inserted, 
namely : — 

''(d) any advertisement, label or set of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs Act, 1940 or any rules made thereunder.” 

This is t(» avoid any special powders in the Bengal Act as against that of the 
powers that w^oiild be taken under the Drugs Act, 1940, or the llules made 
th<*reunder. Government owes an explanation, 1 believe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after paragraph (r) of clause 
G of the Bill, the following new j)aragraph be inserted, namely: — 

"(d) any advertisement, label or set of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs A(’t, 1940 or any rules made thereunder.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afraid 1 have to oppose this 
limendmeni also. The Drugs Acl does not prohibit advertisement of drugs 
puipo]'ing oi' claiming to cine or mitigate any dis(‘ase as may be prescril)ed 
vide though it prohibit, s niamitacture, sale, stocking or exhibition 

for sale of an> such drug. Advertisements are therefore permissible under 
the Drugs Act for Kunedies for diseases contemplated in the Bill even though 
the^N nui> he spt'cified by rule under the Drugs Act. But it is the object of the 
Bill to prohibit such advertisements. The amendment proposed is therefore 
likely to defeat the ])ur])ose of the Bill. The present Bill does not conflict 
wuth the ])ro visions in the Drugs Act. For these reasons I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question before the House is that 
after papagraph (c) of clause G of the Bill, the following new paragraph be 
inserted, namely: — 

“(fi) any advertisement, label or set of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs Act, 1940, or any rules made thereunder.” 

The question was put and lo.st. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The q^uestion liefore the House is that clause 6 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; ClaiiM' 7 .shind part of Iho Hill. 

TIjo (|iH‘sfioii lM‘for(‘ th«‘ Hou'>r ],s that (•]au''0 7 stand part of tlio Hill. 

Tlio (piostion wa-' pul and aj^itMul lo. 

Chm^f .S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ( f iis, S >( and part <d llic Hill 

TIh' (lurstioii licion' tlu' llous<‘ is tlial rlaus<‘ S stand ]>art of ilu' Hill. 

ddio (jiK'stion was put and auns'd to. 

('Itfusr !L 

Mr. PRESIDENT; ('lausc 'i si.ind ]»aii ot iho Hill. 

Till' (juo‘'tion licloio tlic llouso js that ciau.si' !) stand part ot tlio Hill. 

Tlio (jiinslion was jiut and a^Hs'd lo 

< '/t/lfsC lU 

Mr. PRESIDENT; ('laiiso 111 stand |»ail (d tlio Hill. 

Till' (jun^hon iM'toro llio llous-c is dial rlaiisi* |() stand jiart ot l)ie Hill. 

d'lio (|Urst loll w as put and ai.! lood to 

I li ! i <1 ml f* 1 1 (I nihl ( 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T!o pm stion hcloro dm Hoiiso is dial dm 'I'iIIp and 
[’roanihlo staiol pai l id tlo' H'll 

d lie (( Ufst loll w U' pul and an l (•»•(! I o 

The Hon*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sit. I Im'p lo nioM* flial tli(“ Hniij^al 
1 ndi'si t al'lr A d \ cl I isrnnn I s tl'oiiiKdi Hill. i!t|T, tm scttlrd in llif (^>ini(’il, 
lip passed 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Molnm mo\od dial dm Hon^tal 1 ndosiralilc Adverhso. 

nmnls ((’ontioh Hill, I'MT, as s(>tllc(| m tlic ('oiinril. I>c passcil. d’lm <|ii(‘slioii 
Ix'foic die floiise is that die H<uii.'al I lidesijalde A d\ et I is<un(‘ti I s (rontrol) 
Hill, 1947 , as setdi-d m die roiinell. l»e passed 

Tile imdioii V'as pul and a;jieed to 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sn, 1 1.- to inove dial t)m 
Heijo-al Hiilthf Deui.ands IH’eovei\ { ,A nieiid iimii I ) Hill, 1917, lie taken into 
eoiisideT'al nui 

Sii, tills i.s a v('j'\ , simple measiiie di<“ odp-el ot w'fiieli i.s administrative 
eon \ (Ml lenec . S<ction •» ot die Hen^al HuMie Demands |{eeo\(M\ Art piovidpst 
tliat w litMi an> jiiildn' dmutoid pa\al)le to an_\ ptMsoji other Ilian tlo' f'olhudo]’ 
Is due, siuli p(Mson ma\ sojid to the t (M I ific.i (tfiieej with a written 
iiHjUisit ton in the piesctihed totm and inaiimM in whifdi the re(| ii isi I ion 1 )\- a 
li(|uidaloi' has to lu* eountei signed lo the He^isti-tir ot ( ’o-ojiera 1 i ve Soeitdms; 
l)ul und<‘i tin* Hmiiia! ( 0 -operati\c Socndies „\ei, ltM 9 , a lii|iNdtdor haa lie.en 
empowertul to tile recjuisit ions lor (UMtifieates direiM to the (a*rtifieate OffieiM'. 
It is, tlMMetoT(‘, m‘e(*ssaiv. to make a < onsc<| iieii I m I anoMidimMit in section 5 of 
tlm IftMi^Mil ITiblie Dtunands Heeoveix A(d 

Arti(d(' 9 oi scjiedule 1 ot the A(M pjo\idt‘s that an\ moni'> payable fo ati\ 
offietM' ot till' ( low II in ie.sp»^<t <d whnli tlo* piMson liable to pLiy tlii‘ same 
lias !»f^ree(l b\ wjitten instrument dul_\ k*;.; istiuetl ma_\ be nu-overed as a imblic 
demand. Hut in times (d «Mner‘^'<Mic\ HumiTin^r issue of loans on a large scale 
die ])roeedine ot registeriii” bonds is not teasiide as it means considerable 
dela\ in tbe di.stribution (d tli(‘ loan Aeeordiiigh to laeilitale die issue and 
63 
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n*alisai iofi oi loans advanced ])y (jloverninenl if is necessary to amend Snhediilf 3 
1 of flu* J^llllic ])cmands Recovery Act, so as to include all loans j^iven hy 
( iovcninicnt in resjxM't of wliicli tlu' j)erson lial>lc to pay ilie saiin* has agreed 
hv a written document wlietlier registered or unregistered that the loan shall 
he recovered as a public demand. 

With tlies(‘ words I inov(* m\ nn»tion, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Hengal Public demands 
Hecovery (Amendment) Hill, ltt47, he taken into consideration. 

Tile (jiK'stion was put and agreed to. 

(!Jansr 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: <1 aiise 1 stand pail of tlu* Hill. 

((ueslioii ladon' tin* House is that claus(‘ 1 stand ]>art of the Bill. 

Tlu* (j nest ion was ])uf ami agreetl to 

( 1 (ni.se 2 

Mr. PRESIDENT : (4aus(‘ 2 stand jiart of tin' Bill. 

ddic (jueslion heton* the House is that clausi* 2 stand part of the Bill. 

'Idle (jiK'slion \^■as luit and agreed to. 

('hni.se 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (dausc d stand part of the Bill. 

ddie (jiH'stioii hetori* the lloiisi' is that idaiise d stand jiarl of tin' Bill. 

The (lucstion \\a^ joit and agreed to. 

Cltm.se */. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: t'hmse 4 si,.nd pait ot tlic Bill. 

The ((ueslion IsdoK^ the House i-^ that nianse 4 stand ]iart of tin* Bill. 

'idle ((Uestion was imt and agnaal to. 

Title aixJ V ren aihl e . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Title and Pnannhle stand part .d the Bill. 

Idle ((iiestion hefoie tin* House is that tin* ddtle and the Preamhle stand 
part of the Bill. 

’^Idie (jucstion was put and agr<*ed to. 

The Hon’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 heg to move that tfie Bengal 
Pnhiie Demands Beer>\er\ ( Aniendnn'nt ) Bill, HH'T, ag licttled in the Counci], 
he jiassed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion nio\<*d that the Bengal Piildic Deniainh- 
Beeoviny (Amendment i Bill. Id47, as settled in the (’ouneil la* passeil. 

ddi(‘ (jiK'slion Ix'foi-e tin* House is that the Bmigal Ihihlie Demands Recovers 
(Amendment) Bill H)47 as s<*ttled in tin* Council lx* jiassed. 

ddn* (j nest ion ^^as juit and agr<*(*d to. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947 

The Hon’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir T heg to move that the Bengal 
Ac(|uisition of Wast<‘ Land Bill, 11147, as n'ported by the Select Committee, 
he taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Ac(|uisition of AVasti* 
Tjaud Bill, 1947, as reported by the Select Committed', he taken into 
consideration. 
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LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, J rise lo oj)j>()se the consideraiioii of 
the Bengal Acijuisitioii of aste Laud Bill, 1947. J ()p])()se it on two 
grouiuLs—ou the ground of fact as well as ou tlie ground ot law. I would first 
try to ])oint out to you how tliis nit*asure ollends against the ( iovcMiinieut oi 
India Act, 194.3. 1 desire to draw your attiuitio.i to Section ‘J99 of the (Jovern- 

inent of India Act in tliis conut'ction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your pointy 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My jniint is liial thi.s lav\’ cannot ho 
enacted and it would lie illegal to proceed with tlu' consideration o1 this Hill. 
This Bill olfends against section 299 of the (lOMunnuMit of India Act lt);{.3. 
Sul)-se(dion (^) ot section 299 lay-, down “A'ldther tin* Ecdcual nor a Hrovincial 
Legislatuie shall have power to make any law autlnuising tlu' conipulsoiy 
a<*(|uisit ion for imhlic j)ur])oses oi any land, or an\ commercial oi imlustrial 
undei'ta king, or any inteiest in, oj- in any conijiaiiN owing, any commercml or 
industrial undertaking, unhvss the law piovide^ lor tin* paynieiit ot compmi- 
sation for the ])ropeity ac(|uin‘d ami t'ither tixt's the amount (>l comjieusal ion 
lo! the })ro])erty acquireil and eilln*r fixi*-. IIh* amount of tin* com jumsat ion or 
sjiecifies the principh's on which, and tlie maniu'r in which, it is to hi* 
determined”, and tium. Sir, suh-s(*ction (.7) says “\o H,ll or ameiidnemt 
making p^o^ision for tlu' traiisfenmce to puldic ownership of an\ land or 
lor th(‘ <*xtinguishnient or modification oi rights tlu'iein, including rights or 
privileges in iH'Sjiect of land rc'vtmmq shall In* introduciMl or mo^e(l in eitluT 
( 'hamhi'T- of the Federal li(*gislatur(‘ without the pri'vious vaiiction ol the 
(iovernor (iemu-al in his discridion, or in a Fhamhei of a ITovimdal Li*gis- 
laluT't* without ihi' jirexioiis sanction of th(‘ (loNernoi in his discretion. Now, 
Sir, it would be said that it has r<‘ceived the jirc's ious sanction of th(‘ (Jovernor 
in his discretion. Bui I say that this jirovision offends against. siib-s<‘ction 
(g^) of section 299, It would ajqx'ar from (dause 14 ol the Hill as it emerged 
Ironi the Sidect (joniin itti-e that for aiajuisilion of a emtain kind of laud th(‘ 
pj'ice would be Bs. 10 per acr<% that is Hs. 4-3-4 jier b////n/, which on the face 
ol it is a ridiculous figure. It ap])ears, Sir, that (lovernment want to ac(p]ir(‘ 
lakhs and lakhs of aci-es of land in Bengal in this wuiy at Its. 4-3-4 ])er hifjita 
whi(di is nierid]^ loi' a song so to say. How tin* (iitvernmeiit looked u()on 
the (|uestion of acijuisition of land for juiblic pur])os(*s has Ikmui laid down 
under the liand Accjuisition Act of 1(S9L 44ier(> tin* (loverii men t have not 

left anything in doubt. It is (dearl,\ laid dow'ii in section 24 of that Act 
what is meant b,\ the word “comjiensation”. J ma,\ r<‘ad si'ction 24 which 
juns as follows: — 

24(7) In det<-rniining the aniouni of comi»ensalion lo 1 m‘ awarded for- land 
acquired under this Act, the Coiirl shall take into <-onsiderat ion - 

First, the market-value of the land at tin* dale <d‘ the ])ublication . ” f 
desire to draw^ \our pointiMl attention to this that so far as this Act is con- 
cei'iied, in tin* Preamble it is stated “ w M nuKAs it is <*\p(‘dn‘nt to amend 
tln^ law for the aciiuisition of land m*e<h‘d for jmblic jmrposes and for 
(Companies and for determining the amount of conijn'iisalion to be made on 
account of smdi ac([uisition ; It is hereb\ enaded as fidlows:” It lias iKum 
clearly laid down here definitely that tlu? market valiu* of the land should 
be paid. In opening hi.s speecli flu* Hon’lib* Minisf<*i said that he wuiuled 
to amend this section. I sa,\ he is bringing this Bill in violation of this 
section and he is putting dowui the pri<-e wdiich h(‘ wants to give* at only HI 
per acre, that is, Bs. 4/3/4 ])er bigha. I .say, Sir, the real intent and purpo.se 
of section 299 is not to give arbitrary jiower lo the Hon’ble Minister to play 
havoc wuth the other peo])]e’s propertA by slieer brute majority of votes liehind 
hi.s back. The Hou’ble Minister wants to take away lakhs and lakhs acres 
of land for a mere .song, say, Bs, HI per a<-re. The real intent and jmrjiose 
of section 299 is to protect the owuiers of lands so that the owners can get 
the value of their lands. T py it is a case of expropriation if this Bill is 
really allowed to go on. This is my first point. 
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There is another noini an.l it is this tliat it is not a repealing Aet or an 
extending Aet hut il is altogether a new Act. There is already a law existing 
for the imrpose of ai'(|uiring lan.l for puhlie purpose 

thing — whether a land is ineoiue vielding or waste land. That Act fixes a 
lo bow the (‘OinjM'iisutioii be paid. 

So loii^- as it is not a ivpealin^ Act, so long as it is nut an ainondiiig^ Act 
amending tlie provisions oi tli(‘ lamd Acouisition Act the jiresent law caimoi 
W . •onsici’ered ilnd t his Hill inust not he allow ed. to go on These are the twc. 
points, Sir, vvhicli are placed beiorc yon lor consideration. 1 liis Hill is illegal 
and should not In* allowed lo be proceeded with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you raised any Point ot Ordm':^ 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sii, \on sliould not albnv this Bill 

to be proeeederl witli botli on gioundM oi law ami on llie ground of laei. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, so tar as 1 could niidersiand \our jmini you 

oliicct. to tlic intcr])i'(‘talion wliiidi the Hini’ldc Minister is trying to put on 
the expr<‘ssion “compensation” wliieli is ineonsisteni , in your o])inion, witli 
the provisions oi tin- Land Aeijuisition Aet. L ll>at the pointy 

Mr. L'ALIT CHANDRA DAS: My i><dnts me two. The hist is thi^ that 
there is a law alreads m e^i^ten(‘e and that is the laiinl A(‘(jUisition Aet ol 
1894 It provides tor ae(|UJsition ol land ot ail kinds, waste lands and otht‘r 
lands as well lor puhlie purjmses and in that law the [.imeiples have heen 
laid down as to how a land is to be aeiiiiired Tliai law remaining in toive, 
and tliis law, not being an amending oi a rejiealing A<M or even an «*xlemling 
A<'t, eannoi he proceeded with, 'riial i- imnit No I. Point Ao II is this 
that itott'eiids against section 29!K2> ot the (ioMMiimeiit ol India Act therein 
it i^ slated, “Ni'illno the Fedmal nor a Provineial Legislature shall have 
iiowcr to make an\ law authoiisiug th<‘ conipulsor\ aciiuisition toi 
puhlie puriioses ot an\ laud, oi au.\ commeicial or imlustrial uudertaking 
or an\ iiiteivsl in. or in any eonijiaiix owning, <itiy eoimiiercial or imlustrial 
undertaking, unU*ss the law ]>rovid(‘s toi the jiaxiiimit oi com])ensation tor the 
property acquired and eitlier lives the amount ol the compensation, or siHM'ihe> 
the priiiciples on which, and the manner in which, il is lo he determined. 

It mav be stall'd on th<‘ side ol th<‘ Ministei that lu‘ lias already fixed tbe 
amount and also tixi'd tbe principles how the compensation is to be ealeiilaief! 
nmb'r the new Act, 1 mean this Hill 1 sax, Sir. that all that w as intended ti 
he laid down by section 299 is lo give du<‘ jirotection to tbe owners of laud. S( 
r-oinpeiisatioii i's to Uv i nterpivii'd not aihitrarilx, not ioi the piiijmse ot givin^J 
powers to a Ministei- to fix an\ amount he jilcast's for tin* inirposi* of aciiuiring 
lauds because be has got a bruti' majorit.x behind his hack. Section 299 is U 
protect till' ow’iH'rs from ex])ro])riation. It the pri'scut Bill is allowed to 1 h 
proceeded with and ])assed, an "'acre id' land can he actinircd tor Bs. 10 as re- 
commended by the Select (kimmittec, that is to say, the price of a o 

laud would he Hs. O-o-O. ddiis is nothing hut a sheer case oi expropnatioi 
Ilf ail owner. The real intention ot section 299 of the (loverument of Indii 
Act is to g’ive protection to tin* owner ol binds so tbut a Minister o. 
any Government cannot tor a im*rc song take away binds from iitliers. Bn 
look here is tbe case xvbere the Government is trying to acquire lakbs am 
lakbs of acres of land for a ini'rc song. 1 tberefore say. Sir, that Section 29! 
stands in tbe wav of ibis Bill being considered. Thi'st^ are tbo two grounds 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May 1 know from my learne 
irieiid'bis antboritv tor saying tbut Ibis Legislature bus got no power to pas 
a law wbicb may directly or indirectlx have tbe effect of amending any exist 
ing law. Wbaf is tbe anfbority y Merely saying tbat ibis sbould not be don 
will not do. May I know from bim what is tbe untbority by wbicb tbe powe 
of Ibis House is taken in regard to this Bill. Simply because it ma 

indirectly have tbe effect of amending some provisions ot tbe existing la^ 
namely tbe Land Acquisition Act it cannot be said tbat this House bas n 
power to proceed witb tins Bill. 
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Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ^I^ is tlie authority of the 

Governor of Reu|>ul. \ou have lieard a litth* while ag'o the niessag:e from His 
Excellency the Governor oi Reii^^al seinlino* tlie EnihankiiKMii Act of 1945 
in wdiich he has asked lliat both the L<‘»islaUnes must >aN that the Embank- 
ment Act ot 194 ) is re}))‘al(‘d. Otlnowisc the incMoit Embankment law is 
illegal. As i ha\e said two laws cannot yovewi tin* j)roMm c. Tlnoe is already 
the Land Ac(jnisition Act and tin* Gov(‘riniH*jil is now coming forwai'd with 
a Bill which conflicts witli jhat Act in resjicct ol I'ompcnsat ion to a land-owner 
tor the lands that will la* tak(‘n Irom him and thcrcloic it cannot be passed 
into law without that law bi‘ing r(*])calc»l oi am<*n(h‘d or extemb'd. 

Sir, m\ Iricnd has asked me lor an answi*]' as to w'ln'tlx'r tliis can or (‘annot 
he done. Sir, tin* aiiswci has conn* to-da>. and that answc'r has lM*cn furnished 
by tin* Go\cjnoi b\ r<‘tuiniug a ccil.nn Act to this lloust*. .sa.\ing that \ou 
must sec that the Act is icjicalcd, otln'iwisc* whate\cr vtui (h) b\ IfMti Embank- 
ment Act would be ill(*gal. Tln'icloii*. I .sa.\ that il \ou aic* going to put 
forwai'd a law like this, \ou cannot do lliat unh'ss \ou amend or ii*pcal tin* 
existing Act, nann*l\, tin* Land Aiijuisition Act, LS9J. Thai Ad e\])ressl\ 
says tiiat xoii can ac(|iiirc land loi public jnii'poscs and also la\'s d(H\n 
[)rinci])lcs as to how this should la* doin*. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: d'hcrc'ton*, il comes to this that 
my trii'iid has no other aulhorit\ what<*\ci c\c(*p| what the (io\<*rnor has said 
or (loin* Sii, an\ opinion <'\pr(‘s,N<*d b\ the Govmnoi cannot I'l'strict or alti*]' 
our coursi* ot action 'I'Iick'Ioic »*\(*n il what m\ iiicinl s.i\s is collect, the 
(Jovernoi is not an aulhoritv to cxt<‘inl or i«‘sirict our actn)n. d'ln'M* is one 
pi'ovision which controls the authoritv ol this Hcjusc and sa\s that if wc can 
amend an Ad dircctlx, \\v can also do so indirc(ll\. It u c haM* tin* pouei' 
to rej((‘al an Ail, w (* can amend il in any wa,>, by passing a jiaialh'l Ad oi in 
an.\ indin'cl w'a\. Thcicloic, so iai as that ol»p>clion is cniu-ciiicd, it has no 
h*gs to stand upon. 

So tai as conipcnsal ion is conct'ined, tin* word “piop(*i” has Ix'cii lett to 
the discretion ol two authoritn*s, namcl,\ , the b‘gislatun* its(>ll, ot ni\ U'ariicd 
friend sitting with us to dt'cnb* b\| an c\ci*cisc (d his discretion whether ti'U 
pel' c(*nt. is ad('(iuat(* com jicnsa t ion oi not ; and tin* •-ccoinl authonly is \cst(*d 
in t In* (L)\ i*i noi by means ot h is jn c\ loii" sand ion . Tin* prcs(*nl com pi'iisa I ion 
jirovided in the Hill sccnis to cn on tin* side of g'l'ncrosit \ . At h*ast 
om* authorit\ has gi\(*n its decision, nann'ly, that it is not inadctjiiatc, and 
it will l)e turthci tinall\ cb’cidcd b\ this House. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: J think the jxnni which has bci'ii 

raised as to whcthci tin* ILnisc compettut to i)ass an\ law as conlcm- 
plated in this Bill is a veiy inipoil4int one ami one \<*i\ inijnntant proNision 
laid d<jwn undei section 2tt9 (d the Goveinment ot India Ad, 19d)o, ,sa>s 
that tlie law’ as t-o the 4ic(|Uisit ion ol hind is within tin* coni])clciic\ of tiie 
legislature of tin* jirovincc, toi' that is in the list ol oibj(*ds which is within 
the conijictencN of the legislal ure ot a praticulai province But at the S 4 ime 
time the Government of India Ait, l9do, w'as \(‘i\ (aictiil in making a 
pioviskm in sub-clause (4) of section s?99 which would )Us| jirevent any 
law’ of the kind (‘ontenijilated in this Bill. No doubt tin* pio\ince is (jiiite 
<x)mpetent to jkiss iiny law* relating to the a( ijuisit ion ot land, but there is 
some iiujmrfant j)rimar> principle obligatoi\ !<» this provision laid down in 
the Ad. The first princijile laid down is that “Neither the h'(*d(*ral nor a 
Provincial Ijegislatuie slmll have powei to make an\ law nut horisine* the 
(MDinpulsorv acijuisitnm foi* [uiblic fiurposes of any land, oi any land, oi any 
commercial or industrial undeitaking, or any interest in, or in any company 
ow’ing, any commercial oi* industrial undertaking, unless the law* provides 
for the payment of (xuupensafion lor the pixipeity acquired ” The first 
principle laid down is thus fhat the Goveriiinenf has no authoritv to acquire 
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a/iy land without rompensution. No doubt that the words “proper oompeii- 
satiou” have not })een laid down. Hut 1 must Sniy, very rijL;*htly, there was 
jio limitatiou put to the amount in sub-clause {2) of section 290 and that 
I fie pi'ovision laid down is that without compensation no land oannot be 
acijuittcd. But the first principle laid down theie is that there oannot 
lie any acajuisit ion without compensation. It was careful to provide against 
any law by which this provision of clause {2) may be bypassed. It does 
not siyop at tfiat — just to give compensation. Now it may be said tliat one 
jiice may liy paid as (s)mpens.ation under the provision of idause {2). But in 
order tbaf tliere cannot be any bypassing the sufi-clause {4) has been added 
vvhicli says “Nothing in this section shall alfect the provisions of any 
law in force on the date of tlie passing of this Act.“ So indeed in case 
of acijuisition of jnojierty the (rovernment of India Act was very careful 
to state that you can aciiuire 1 lie land or projierty, but regarding compen- 
sation U) be paid you hav<‘ n<d beioi given any power to evade tlie jirovision 
of tlie existing law so in order to judge the legitimacy of the law it has 
to be seen if it has transgressed all oi any provision of ain law on tlie 
date of the jiassing of tliis Act. As to what conijiensatioii would be ])aid 
what, would b(‘ the standard of csunpensat ion and wdiat would be the nature 
of conijimisation, tliere is the existing law ot the Land Acijuisition Act 
which should be followed. By the jirovisKui oi section 299 of tlie 
Governinent hi! India Act the Jjegislatiire has not been gi\en any jHiwer t-o 
animid or alti'r or make any jirovision which would evade the ])ro\ision ot 
the Land Acijuisition Act. So far a^ (he niatler ol jui'isdictioii the manner 
and the amount of compeiisatHin (o be awanh'd is conceined they are the 
main factors of tin* Act. AVlietlier the wdiole Act itself is dUrd rirrs is 
open tK) decision. I think it is a \er\ inijiortant nialtei and Avhen the (|U(*s- 
tion ot compensation <*om(‘s in it is \ery difficult to sa\ wlietlnu' it wumid 
be within the competmice <d this lloiist* oi :mi\ othci House lo maki* any 
provision, t'vading o?- cintaihng tlii' pio\ision id the Land Acipiisil ion Act 
which v(*fy clearly lays dowui what would be the amount of comjiensat ion 
and who would lie the comjietent authority for adjudic-at ion and il is very 
doubtful whether a piiix ision ol this sort could be enacted which would in 
ill any way dtdracl Iroiii tin* proMsioiis made in the laiiid Aciiuisition Act. 

j| should be clearly laid down what kind ol land should be acijuiied. As 
to the I'ompmisation, it is a vital matter and indeed it is the underlying 
jirinciple oi section 299 of the (rov(‘rnmen1 ol India Act that no juojieriy 
should be aiajUinnl without compensation and compensation floes not mean 
any insigniticsMit sum. To ,s.afeguai(l any such action clause {4) of 
section 299 has been provided. Vnder the cloak of obseiving this provision 
that the compensation may not lie ii.xed low, tins impoitant sub-clause [4) 
w'as added and tlu' power of tin* Jb-ovimual Legislature and of tlie Fedeial 
L<‘gislature was limited. So, 1 think at least this jirovision w’ould bo nlfni 
nrrs and would be absolutidy incom jictimt as it would ajipareiitK' affect 
the jiixivisi'on of the Land Acipiisition Act which was in existence at the 
<lale of the jiassing ol this Act, Government of India Act, 1990 and this 
question \\\\s based on the elementary rights of the jieojile and that right 
cannot be encroacdied ujion and c4innot be bypassed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As Mr. Ivamini Kumar Dutta 
has raised a new objectHin and as there is some' confusion about il, 1 may 
say a few words, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot sjmak again, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, he has raised a new 
objection and 1 w'ish to meet that objection. Now, theie are tw'o restric- 
tions placed ujmn the Legi.slature in enacting law's of this nature. One 
is that acquisition of land must be by paying compensation and two when 
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ihf* Bill is iiiiroducerl it imisi })e with the (H>nseiii of llie (Governor or of 
the Govenior-Geiiprjjl. Suh-sectioii { 4 ) soys in this section shall 

iiflect the provisions oi any law in force at tlu' date of the jxissiiif? of 
this Act. It flirt tier says it there is an^^ law m wliieli smdi a pi'ovision 
has been made wherein eitlier tlie Governor-Genend or the Goiernor did 
not exercise their own discretion when ttn* matter A\as inti'odiK'cd they 
uill not be invalid. This is a saviiif? (danse for the protection of the 
existing** law. Accordinp'^ to tua learned friend e\(‘n if ( toveinnieni i»a\s 
Its. 1,000 as comperrsation tliat will also tie invalid and in tinit case for 
appiopriate compensation we shall have tsi wait till Disimsdiiy. W(‘ can 
acquire lands Avithout transfrressin^' idanses { 2 ) and ( 2 ) of section 200 
of the GoA^ernment of India Act, lOOo. These two clan,s(*w Iia\(' been 
provided to create a bar against the Legislature passing- law'^ of this 
nature. But if a prior sanction of the GoAcrnoi', in the case of a I’loA incial 
Ix‘j.iislaiure and that of the Govto nor-General in tlie case of binleral 
Lcfii slat lire, is obtained, we cian cer1ainl,\ enact such laAvs — 

Mti BUOY SINGH NAHAR: As it is a very impoi't.anl (|ii(’stion, Sir, 
may I sup'p’cst tliat tin* opinion of tin* Ad\ ocate-Genei'al inaA bf‘ obtained 
before we proceed with this Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: are sufti('i(Mi 1 1\' wisi* enou”-h 

to decide this point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I do not think the ari^unKMits 
of Mr. Das are coiiNincin^- and sound, lie could not point out I1 h‘ anthoiaty 
Axhen m\ fiiend M?'. llaniidul llmi ( Mioudliury repeatedl\ clialhoi^i'd what 
authority he liad in support (d‘ his oliject ion to lak<‘ up this Bill reason 

is simjde and it is hecaiise thc' Gfiposition also fends that IIhm-c is nothinp 
in suh-section [ 4 ) of s(‘ction 299 Avhicdi hai-s a JiC^dslatuii^ from jiioia'edino 
with a Bill like this. Not withstamlin{.i‘ the* fact that Mi', balit t'liandia Das 
is a, vet(U^in laAvyei’ h(‘ could not point out Avhat i-eall> was th(‘ hai' to this 
L(‘^»*islnture enactinji' this taw A])arf from that, Sir-, ni\^ fr-icMid, Mr 
ChoAvdhury, has shown you the ahsurdiiy of the jwisition Now let ns take' 
the 1/and Acijiiisition Act. MMiat is that Act and what does it say? In that 
Act it is ju'ovided that aou will not only o’ive the market \aliie of the Ihin;^' 
hut also ] ') fiei' (*ent. ovm that \alnc and this amount you will have to it 

you are to ac(|ulj-e any land under- that law from a landowner-. Now if in this 
House if a menihei- says that we are f^-oine- to j 4 -iv(‘ th(‘ full mar k('t value 
instead rd Bs. Ill as is projroseil in the Bill (*Aen then th<‘ sann* ohjectiori of 
tlie ()f)}M)sltion would have po'vaihnl h(‘canse under- the Land Acrjuisition 
Act it is laid down that market vahn* [)lus Id p(M'cent should he j^'iNroi as c(un~ 
pen.salion Is it not al)sui-d that this Le^ishitur-e is not (‘\en coinfietant 
to amend that Act? Suh-section t / ) of section 21hl la \ s down lh.it “.Vothiri;.! 
in this section shall affm-t the provisions of any law in tone at the dat(‘ 
of the pas.sin‘ 4 - to this Act.” Tliis (ouncil is com]K‘lent to amend or- altiu 
any law in foi'ce at the <late of tin* passin<>- of the GoveinimMit of Tmlia Act 
imludin^- the T/and Ac(|uisi1ion Act its(df Mb* <-an .imend this Act in no 
time and in tli(‘ mmi futnie I shall come tor ward with an amending Bill to 
amend the T/iind A((|uisition Act, and \ do not think thm-e wall In* any sei-ious 
ohje(-tion sayiiifj;- that this TFonse will not he competent to amend tlmt Act. 
If that A(-t (-an be .amended by this House 1 do not sfu* liow the s^avin;^' 
(la use, I mean sub-section ( 4 ) .of section 299 of the Government of India 
Act, can deprive this House (d‘ its authority to |)iocee(l with a Bill like 
this as it is before this Hous(> .Suh-section ( 4 ) means only this this if 
there is any law' at the time oi the commenc(*ment of this Act (tin* Goverri- 
nient of India Act) wdiich taA\ lias not followed the pimedure Avhich has freen 
laid down in Section 299 that will not allect that law tlth(*rwise, as f hav(* 
said, mil you ima^nne a situation like thivS that you will not be able to 
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iuiHMid liiHid A(‘(|uisit.ion A(d oven ii you are prepared to give the 
full iiuirk<*t value ol a property as roinpeusat iou If luy friend’s contention 
is ui)ljeld, then the position will he iiiosl, awkward. Therefore 1 feel that 
niy motion is (piite in order. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The poinl is Ihi.s: ptusonally 1 do not think thiit 
lh(‘ (|ues1ion is so sinijile, and as honourahle inemhers on holh the Govern- 
nienj henclies as well as on tlie ()])iM)si(ion side aie awaie, lliat se(d.ion 299 
is one oi Ihe innsl coniplicaled seciions in I he Government of India Act, 
19-15 Hill, and it \e< remains to he seen what interjirelation on (liis section 
is given hy a coiii-t ol law if (‘ver it is hrought hefore any court. But the 
llous<‘ is aware that it is not Ihe |)rae(ice of Ihe ('hair I'O rule out any 
Bill as idlrn rues unh'ss th(‘ f)oinl is ahsohitidy he\ond douhl. It has 
rathei- heen du' piaclice in I his House lo inlerpret Ihe rules and jmwers of 
Ihis House 111 siK h a ua\ as to A\iden ils jurisdiction. And following that 
practice I would sa_\ that this House is ()uile competent to consider the 
Bill that is hetore Ihe Ihuise. Hut al the same lime I express my serious 
douhts as n'gards tlu' mlerjui'hil ion , ol couise that iiiterjirehilion must he 
left lo the ( ourl of law where il can In* propeil,\ (esied. 

All. Das, do you juopose jo coiilinue \oui s|)e(‘ch or have you finished? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sii, 1 do mil propos(' lo ( onl iiiue : 1 
hav(' mitliing iiirlher lo s,i\ on lhis jkiiiiI. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: (hdei. ordm There are sonie amendments to the 
motion loi eonsideial ion Amendim'iil No. 1 slandiiig in tin' name of Mr. 
Lalil ('haiidra Das is out ol ordei , hiong an allogi'lhei negative and N'). .‘t, 
and the (|Uorum laid down then' is ,ilso out ol order, and Ihe whole House, 
no such molion can he mo\ed al this slayo Heg.irding No d Ih;i1 is m 
onh'i , hul that has not heen moved 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sn, this amendmeni prohahly 
stands III I lie joint names ol .Mi. .N.igemiranal h Malialanohish and myself. 
Hill as piinted, il sjands in lln' naim' o| .Mi. .M ahalamdiish onl,\. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lusi a minute I umh'rsland that Mi. Saii,\al’s 
naim* has not heeii pul in the list of ainemlim'iits ihrough oversight. So, 
Air. San val imiv move I lit' amemlim'nl al this stage 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL : 1 move Ih.il till’ Hill he ree^un- 

niilli’d In suj»|*oil 1 h(‘g to suhmit tiist of all that the Bc’iigal State 
Ac<|Uisil ion and Tenam y Hill, 15)17. is shortlv i oniing- up hefore the 
liCgishil IV (’ Assemhlv loi consideration and jiassing 11 contains among 
other ili'ius iltun No. ID, nanielv, .igrieull ural laml and cultivahle w'astes 
in possession ot K'lit-recei v<'i s, or cultivating raivats or cultivating 

undei-raiyats. 

Section S (h’sciihes lands used loi agricultuial or lands in khas 
possession of i eiit-i ecei v I'rs, cultivating rai,Nats and cultivating under- 
]-ai\ais, lands which consist id foiest jungle watercourses or marshy tracts 
with or without juivate rights oi fishery therein and sand^ chars or other 
uncultnahle lands Tht'ii st*ction 11 deals with maximum (juantity of 
agricultural lands and cultivahle wastes whic'h may hi' held hy a rent- 
receivei oi ;i cultivating raivat or cultivating umler-i‘ai.\ at and so on and 
.so forth. Then cultivating land lorming on a c-o-oiierative basis or other- 
wis(' h\ the use (d jwiwer driven mechanical ajiplicances so on and so forth. 
Then comes item 2d (7) undei item ot compensation it the land has heen 
recorded as waste land under the denomination of puratan or nutan patit 
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iti the record of rights prepared or revised and finally published under 
Chapter II so on and so^orth and in the Statetnent of Objects and Reasons 
it is laid down that all surplus cultivable lands held by proprietors, tenure- 
liolders and raiyats in excess of certain prescribed standard should be 
acouired with a view to their distribution, etc. So practically the same 
BiU is coming back in another form and it is no use considering the Bill 
at present and I think it should wait till the Bengal State Acquisition and 
Tenancy Bill, 1947, is disposed of, because it will be u mere repetition of 
the same Act after passTng of the State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill of 
1947 the present Bengal Waste Land Bill will go into oblivion. I may say 
that the Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill is rather a more com- 
prehensive Bill and I think tliat this Bill should wait for further pu])lic 
opinion and be circulated again after the fate of the Bengal State Acquisi- 
tion and Tenancy Bill is proved. Then, again, tlie original Bengal Waste 
Land Acqusition Bill, before it was sent to the Select Committee, wanted 
to acquire the waste land practically without reference to the Court hut 
the amendments made by the Select Committee Jiave nearly brought it in 
line with the existing Liind Acquisition Act. The craft is almost the 
same with very little difference. The Land Acqusition Act of 1894 has 
not clearly defined the words “public purposes.” It has been left to tlie 
discretion of the certifying authority and the definition has been left to 
the common sense. But in this Act it has been made cur and dried. Tn the 
Land Af'qiiisitioii Act the business of afforestation and accjuisition of land 
for afforestation purposes is provided but in all lands where (JovernineTit 
is the owner, that is khas inahal land existing fopst act is enough to- 
acquire land for afforestation and when State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill 
will be passed all land will be Government Lrnd and the Ac'qiiisition of 
Waste Land Act will not operate. Then the Forest Act would operate on 
all lands belonging to Government. So, on this score there is no necessity 
of this Bill. 

Then as regards (h) and (c), carrying out of irrigation and drainage 
schemes, provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. It is rather 
regarded as public purpose even under the present liund Accpiisition Act. 
So, this is also covered by the same Act, without reference to this Bill. 
Then id) (///), settlement of land in order to enable sucli person or persons 

to carry on large-scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise , 

the present J^and Accjiiisition Act piovide.s for the accpiisilion of land to the 
companies or societies to carry out farming of tliis nature. So, this item is 
also not necessary. Only two items vvhi(di have been athled which are 
n(d under the present Land Acapiisition Act is (d ) {/) and (//)— for the 
acquisition of land for tlie purpose of re-.settling with other persojjs. But 
this is also provided under the Bengal Slate Accjuisition and Tenancy 
Bill. It is a mere rtqjetition . This seems to be the only purpose for which 
the Bill lias been brouglit before the House and this has been said to be a 
piililic purpose. Actually speaking, how this c:in come under public pur- 
poses for the purpose of settling the land with a group of individuals for 
their personal benefits. This cannot be said to he f)uljlic purposes — ^at least 
commonsense does not say that, provided it is admitted that settlement 
of any land with other per.sons for their peisonal ))enefits is called a public 
purpose, then there must he some terms of settlement and the terms of 
settlement are not defined in this Bill. I\h(‘ther any salami should he 
charged for the settlement. If so, how much and what would be the terms 
of siijA njgnlami and what would be their right on the Land. What sort of 
arrangements will he made about /i/uis inahal lands. liether it would 
be heritable and transferable witli restrictions as in Jalpaiguri “A” form 
lease of kjias inahal lands. Whether the tiller.s will get a better term.s of 
living, whether they will have a permanent right. These are not defined 
in this Bill. These should be clearly stated in the Bill before any opinion 
can be formed- on this Bill. It may be said that acquisition of land through. 
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Land Acquisition Act is ci^mbersomc and so a short-cut ptoc^s is sought 
through this Bill. But who^makes delay under this Land* Acquisition Act? 
It is rather our experience that a file takes about six months to one year 
fo travel from one table to another in the sanfie roam^in th®^ Government 
Department and if the efficiency of the officers conoerned js bettered and 
some speed is allowed in the transmission, I think the process of acquisi- 
tion may be shortened and quickened and when all this can be done through 
the present Land Acquisition Act what is the need of hurrying through 
this Bill when it will go into oblivion after passing the Bengal’s State 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill. Item Nos. (d) (i) and (ii) as contemplated 
in the Bill raises a presumption that it is intended to suit some other 
puipose; the main object is kept behind the screen and the powers vested 
on the Government are likely to be misused on this issue and it may be 
used for purposes other than public purposes which people generally under- 
stand it to mean. The implications and wordings had been subjected to 
examination by various courts for many years and the Ixiud Acqusition 
Act was practically complete and made perfect after the amendment in 
1925. And when that tried Act is sufficient for the purpose stated in this 
Bill what is the necessity for a separate Bill like this? If the purpose 
refeiTed to in the Bill is really to he carried out the minimum area must be 
defined. While introducing the Bill the Hon ’hie Minister said that no plot 
below 100 acres should he taken for the purpose of afforestation or for the 
erection of new model villages. If that is so, why not put it in this Act 
and if you do so it will avoid a lot of misgivings in the minds of the public. 
If smaller plots are attached and acquired by Government and settled wdth 
undesirable persons it will give rise to vexatious litigation and the litiga- 
tion will be never ending. Of course increase in litigation will increase 
the stamp duty and also serve to pay a sort of dearness allowance to the 
lawyers to the incovenience of the people in general. The Hon’ble Minister 
being a lawyer himself may have a soft corner for his colleagues but the 
people in geneml would suffer on account of litigation. Lastly there is 
the question why so much of the land remained uncultivated for so many 
years. Government extracted revenue from such lands but they did nothing 
for their improvement. So })oth the Government and the landowners are 
jointly responsible for keeping the lands fallow. AVhy then should the 
landowner alone be punished for keeping the land fallow? Government 
liave some duty to peiform. Let Government develop those lands and offer 
them to their owners to cultivate the lands properly within a reasonable 
period and if the owners fail to do so, those lands may then be ac(|uiied by 
Government and then any right that the owners may have may be taken 
away from them and Government may take away their lands even without 
compensation, in Avhich case nobody would grudge. It is with these points 
that 1 again move that the Bill be recommitted. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: -Amendment moved that the Bengal Acquisition of 
Waste Lend Bill, 1947, be recommitted. 


Mr. BI8WANATH ROY: Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved 
by my friend. I also had a similar amendment on similar lines. My reasons 
are that in view of the fact that there have been already tabled a large 
number of amendments, it is all the more neces.sary that the different 
auggestions by the different members should be taken into consideration ; it 
is not possible for the House to consider all those amendments pwiigaerly; 
therefore the members of our party should sit together and see what amend- 
ments are absolutely necessary and unnecessary ones may be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I suggest that we continue the discussion the day 
after tomorrow. 



ADJOUBNSifiNT. 


675 


1W7.L 


fVIt has b^en suggested t-o me by the Hon'^Ie Chief Jfinister that the 
House should me#t lit 1-15 p.m. instead of at 1-45 p.m. because in view of 
th^ curfew numbers of the other House find i( difficult to go home before 

S e curfew b^ins.'^TomoiKbw we will take up the odjouniment motion, Alii 
e time fixed for thaf is 1-45 p.m. so that tomorrow we meet at the usual 
hour. But the suggestion is that from the day after tomorrow we should 
meet at 1-15 p.m. May I have the views of the leaders of the different 
groups and parties on thjs question? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: We have no objection, Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT! But what about tomorrow ? 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Tomorrow we nuet at 1-45 p.m. as 
already fixed. 

I may assure you that those of our party who are not here now would 
have no objection. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All nglit, for tomorrow we stick to 1-45 p.m. and 
irom the day after tomorrow we begin at 1-15 p.m. 

The House .stands adjourned till 1-45 j).m. tojnorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 22iid April, 

1947. 
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Members aosenju 

T following menil>6rs were absent from^ tlie^'*^iHteetingClield on tlie 

n«^pril, 1947;^ 

(1) Mr. Eeajuddin Bhuiyn. 

42) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdiir Rasliid Chowdliury. 

4^) Mr. Abdul Hamid Cliowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Mangturam Juipuria. 

(5) AlKadj K-hati Bahadur Sbaikb Mahammad Jan. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(7) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(9) Mr. T. B.,Nimmo. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Gyashuddin Patban. 

(11) Kliaii Bahadur Muikhlesur Rahman. 

•(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(13) Mr. Sultamuddiu Ahmed. 

(14) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(15) Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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First Session, 1S47— No. 30. 


The Council met in tlie Jjef>:i8lative Chamber ol the Legisla^jwi^t 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 22nd April, 1947, at 1-45 p.m. bein^.ijliii^ 
30th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of thi 
Government of India Act, 1936. 

/ . 

Mr. President (the Hoii’ble Sir Buoy Puasad’ Simjti Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, the cooling plant is out 
of order and the whole House is very hot. It is very difficult to discuss that 
business of the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is an urgent business and it has been 

S cially fixed today. So we shall try to continue if possible. Mr. Lalit 
indra Has. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
^nd of rec’ent occurrence 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, before my friend ))r(K*eeds! 
further I should like to make a statement which would j)erhap8 make the 
adjournmeiii motion unnecessaiy. 1'he case is now siih judicc. The men 
against wliom chaige has been levelled have been arrested and are being 
sent u]) for tiial. Therefon* there can be no question now of the adjourn- 
ment motion being moved. The matter has been placed before us and the 
law will take its course. AVe are not going according to tlu* ordinary 
^ established procedure. I want to make it clear that we do not pass any 
judgment on the merits of the case and I would request the honourable 
members and the public in general also to reserve their judgment. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of 'information. Sir. May I 
know' at whose instance these persons have been arrested ^ Has a privuz 
facie ease been established or have the (government taken the initiative to 
arrest them How' can the Hon’ble Minister say “We do not like to go into 
the merits of tlie case”. Whether the persons have been arrested at the- 
^initiative of the party. I want to know the fact. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, I would also 
‘ deprecatf if any pt*Lson or body drawls adverse conclusion either against th (3 
two persons w ho are being sent up for trial or worse still against the police 
as a whole or any section of the police. If the men are found guilty, they 
alone w'ill be held liable for their acts, any generalisation against the entire 
body of the men will be unjustified, improper and mischievous. We have 
decided to send up the case to Court and let the law take ils own course. 

Mr. LALIT DHANPRA DA8: May I know ill which Court the case Ei# 
been instituted? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In the Court under wbi44dhe 
jurisdiction falls. Actually, I do not think that makes eiiy differemoe 
whatsoever. The officers of the Crown have considered the matter. They 
of opinion that there '’Should be a trial and steps have been taken and %ven if 
tb^^ha^i^t taken awy steps it could not be discussed as an adjournment 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: From the statement of Chief Minister 
it seems that the case tioiot suh judice. According to his statement it is 
quite apparent that the case is not .nub ji*dirr. Tlie Thief Miu^t^ says that 
the steps [iav(^ been taken and that the officers of the Cr^wn that there 

should be a case against the ])ersons. But the mere arresting of irersjj^s is 
not the same as jdaciiig the case in a court of law. I enquired of him in 
which court he lias instituted tlie case but he could not answer. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Why should I? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; So long as a (k)urt is not in sei^n of a 
case it cannot be ealled svh jiuhrc. I’lje (Miiet Minister thinks that the law 
officers of the fh’own have only given consent to start such a case. I think. 
Sir, you will hold with us that the case is not really ,«??//) jiidirc. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lias the case been already sent up and has the Court 
taken cognisance of the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; The men is under arrest and 
I urulerstand they are to he placed before the Magistrate today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So, th(‘ rase is not anh jadirc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; ]\lr. Das, from what I just heard from the Chief 
Minister it is clear that the persons have been arrested and the case has 
already been instituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: , im k than that. I say 

that the pro( ('(luv(' is that even if the (jovernmont signifies tliat the case will 
be send up iov trial it vill become suh juduu'. in those cases 

adjonrnment nudion falls ibrougb. Because Ibe merils ot tlie cast' cannot 

b(‘ discnss(>d 1 liert'afit'r. It will be ustdt'ss, 11 vill lx* jirejtidicial and 

mistdiit'vons li i lu* nieiiis ot tin* <':oc aie disMi>s(*d winm iht* (iovernment 

j)r()])()*.('s ift '>(’ 11(1 11 ]) llie case Idi (li.d. In lliis |>aiticnlar e.isf* ii lias already 
bet'll sent u]). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then it is all right. 'J 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Cf (xiurse the rule as to resolutions is 
this: It shall not refer to any matter wliich is UTider adjudication by a 
ctnirt of law, rule rule S9(r). But ns to a<l ionrmiicnt inotiti'ns, 
wide ])art VII, rule 91), the restrictions tm the ri^ht to move tlie adjournment 
of the ('ouncil are of a different character. Tn iiile 90 there is nothing 
similar to the jirovisions as contained in rule 89(e). The restrictions on 
the right to move adjournnu'nt motions are of a different character from tho 
restiictioiis in case of other r(‘H<)luf ions. Moi'eover my first contention would 
he that this rule 99 in jiart VII is a vself-containod rule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: TiOok at sub-rule (v) of rule 99. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; That is by implication but in this 
^irticular case, I mean the adjournment motion moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das it is not confined to the culpability of that ])articular individual who is 
concerned. He may he found guilty; he may he found innocent but the 
"Administration may be found guilty irres])e(‘tive of the fact wlietlier he is 
found guilty or not. 

V, Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, you will realize that an adjournment 
motion can only he moved on a definite matter of urgent pnhlie importance. 
It must be specific. So her%this adjournment motion would not have been 
admissible at all if it were not definite. And here I would draw yqur atten-* 
tion to the language, namely, “the serious situation aris^g out 
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battyarities committed by the Punjabi Armed Policygr of the Government of, 
Rengal whp qp the night of 14 th April last fcwSbly 'entering into the 
premises ISV Mtt, Ha^ison Road, in'^Central Calcutta caused by the butt end 
of their rifles uJtd other means injuries to tlie ]>er8oiis of seveial unotlciidiug 
jiien,‘%'OJnen and children of that premises and, what is most sliot king and 
revolting, rai)ed on lady ijimates of the saiSe.” 

It is very specific. 

• 

Mr. ^KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Tlie resolution is very specific hut as 
yet we 80 not know, Sir, against whom the (xovernment has really moved 
the Criminal Court, if at all they have done so. Is it against tlie Punjabi' 
Armed Polire or is it against anybody else or is it that they have really 
lodged .a comjdaint against a fictitious person just to .show that they are 
moving heaven and earth at the same time knoA\ing full well that the 
case will fail. These tricks i^re well known to those connected with the 
law courts. To play the trick you just have a case started against a 
fictitious man against whom the case will not stand. -We wish to know 
from the Home Member against whom really the Magistrate has been moved 
and are they the Punjabi Armed Police implicated in this affair. Are they 
the ])ersons who comniitied the offence at that house on that paiticular 
night ? If really the Magistrate has been moved against an imaginary 
person the case would not stand and the real offenders may go scot free. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; AVh at do you mean by an imaginary person y 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA ; Till* llonn* Mi'uibcr sjnd tlial some 
persons have been arresbal but il may be that <h(* Punjabi ])olieemen liave 
no! b(‘(‘U ariesied. Il ma\ b(‘ Ibal ^om^‘ liengali ])olic«*men ba\e been 
ani"-de(l 01 some fi<*litious jx'ople who ma> be I'ojuid itinoeenl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY; Tin Tool ion is dii'ecbMl 
against cerlaiii j)orsoii,s who arc all(‘ged lo have invailed tin' pi’emises and 
whft are allegiul to have commilled ceitain acis. An enqiiiry was conducted 
thi^e aflei* and the en(|inry was made as s(K)n as the eom})laint was made and 
Eflk the basis of tliai eiupiii'y etu-fain persons have been s(‘n( u]d ioi' (rial. 
The whole case thereafter becomes suh .jufbrc. Now if yon say .vou have 
sent up tlio.se two persons against whom 1h<* holy and some oilier jiersons 
complained and there is some sort of evidence but we say no I am going to 
carry on the conversation here or the .spee<*hes here on tlie basis of two 
other jiersons against wliom there is no comjilaint at all, you are Tied mjlitbHl 
to do that. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; You say “certain persons" hu\ the 
Bftotion is against the Punjabi Armed Police. Is the case started against 
them or against some Hindu officers y This may be your trick, as usual. 

The Hoft’ble Mr. H. 9. SUHRAWARDY; Well, I may say that the two 
Punjabi Moslems of the armed for(*e against whom the complaints have been 
aiade have h(‘en placed under arrest and are being sent np for trial: ] think 
that woxild he enough. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; In the circum.stan(*es T do not think the adjournment 
motion can he moved. The matter is certainly suh judice in view of the 
statement made by the Hon’ble Phiet Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAS: So long as t^e case is not in the st^isin 
of a court of law, I do not think that is suh judfee. It may be that it is 
the intention of ^Government to change 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 asked the Hon'ble Chief Min iatftr over and over 
again to make the point clear and he has definitely assured me and also the 
House that those persons have been arrested and l^ve been sent up for 
trial. So the ca.se is now before a court of law. Is mat so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, that is so.*^^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, that puts an end to the matter. 

The Hou.se .stands adjourned till 1-15 p.m. tomorrow or rather why not 
go on with the Waste Jamd Bill; it is on the agenda of today? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: My idea is that if an 
adjournment motion fails the House is not automatically adjourned; the 
business of tlie House proceeds. Adjournment motion means tliat the 
business of the House is adjourned for some time to discuss a ]>aiti(*ular 
matter but when it is finished or does not come off or fails, business i>roceeds. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Today it was decided to take up this 
adjournment motion only and some business has been placed on the agenda 
only to enable the adjournment motion being discussed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that was the arrangement. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think we need not pursue the point. In view of 
the fact that the cooling apparatu.s has failed and the adjournment motion 
has failed too, let us not take uj) any other business today. As it w^as an 
urgent matter of jmblic im|)ort.ance, that is wh> I sugge.sted that we should 
proceed with our business in spite of the failure of the cooling plant. The 
House is therefore adjourned till 1-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjoummeiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.m. on Wednesday the 23rd April, 
1947. 


Members absent. 

The following mcmhers wt‘rt‘ absent trom the meetiim hei<l on the 
April, 1947; — 

(1) Mr. L. B. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Eiic Dermot Hoyne. 

(5) Mr. ^luugtuvain Jaipuria. 

(6) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Tan. 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(8) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(9) Mr. Kagendra Kath Mahalanobish. 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimino. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(13) Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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SankMi, 1947— N(k 31. 


The Council met in^the Leprislative Chamber of the Jie^islative Build- 
ing', Calcutta, on AVednesday, 2drd April, 1J)47, at l-lo ji.iii., Ixdng the day 
of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (>2^^) (n) of the (lovernineut 
of India Act, 

Mr. President (the Hoii’ble Sir Blioy Prasad Sinioi Hoy, k.c.i.i;.) was 
in the Chair. 


Failure of the cooling plant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 1 do not find sufficient attendance 
today so 1 do not think wo should proceed with the business in the circums- 
tances. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, why the air-condition is 
not working an enquiry should be made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What happened yesterday F 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yesterday it worked during the meeting of 
the Assembly. The ojierators attended during the Assembly meeting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I request the Secretary to see to it. It is impos- 
sible to carry on the business of the House unless the air-condition 
functions. 1 understand that it is the business ot the Asstmibly Depart- 
ment. I would reijuest the Secretary to get into touch W'iih the Secretary 
of the Assembly Department about this matter. J think it is the general 
opinion of all secti(ms of the House that unless the cooling ap]>aratus is 
workiu” it is not desirable that the House should meet. 1 shall find it 
very difficult to come in and w^ork. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 on Friday next. 


AdJcHirnment. 


^ The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.in. on Friday, the 25ih 
1947. 


April, 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
April, 1947:--- 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhurv. 

(5) Mr. T). J. Cohen, o.b.e. 

(6) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(8) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

(9) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(10) Khan Bah«'idur Shaikh Kazal Ellahi. 

(11) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(12) Alhadj Khnn Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(13) ^ Mr. Humayun Z. A. Ka.bir. 

(14) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(15) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalonoiu.^h . 

(Ki) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(18) Dr. Kiimud Sankar Ray. 

(19) Mr. Biawanath Roy. 

(20) Miss Ethel Robertson, t .s.r. 

(21) )Mr. Satiah Chandra Son 

(22) Mr. Lai it Chandra Das. 

(23) Mr. Satiah Chandra Jana. 

(24) Rai Baliadur Brojondra Mohan Maiira 

(25) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(2G) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

(27) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy. 

(28) ^Ir. Amulyadhonc Roy. 

(29) Mr, Biren Roy. 

(^K)) Mr. Paliram Roy. 

(31) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 

(32) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 


WBGP.48/9-1081A.760 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947 — No. 32. 


The Council met in the Legislative diamher of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on 2oth April, 1947, at 2-10 p.m., being the a2iul day of the 
First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (12(2) (</) of the (Government of 
India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pbasad Sinoii Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Supply of sugar and wheat products to Muslims on some religious occasions. 

89. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Khan Sahib Mauivi 
Wahiduzzman) : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 

ment of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a tact that Mr. Abdul 
Jabbar Wahedi, one of the Secretaries of the Calcutta Muslim League, was 
supplied with sugar, atta and flour during the Id-vl-fitr, Id-vz-zxilia and 
Muliarram festivals last year from the Civil Supplies Department? 

(/>) If so, will he please state why Government supplies were placed at 
the hand of an otficer of a particular political party? 

(c) Will he please^ state if there has been any accounting as to how 
these were distributed ? 

id) What provision have the Government made for clu^cking the 
accuracy of any figures supplied by the said Mr. Abdul Jabbar Waliedi? 

(c) Will he please state what steps he took to prevent tlie transfer of 
such commodities to the blackmarket? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Cofran)! (a) Supplies of sugar and wlieat ])rnducts 
were made available to Muslims in Calcutta on some religious occasions 
through either the Central Muslim Food Committee or the Muslim Relief 
Committee of which Mr. A. J. Wahedi is Secretary. 

(5) The supplies were entrusted to the committees which were non- 
political bodies organised for the imrpose of giving relief to ]>ersoiis ol the 
Muslim iiersuasion. The Government were not concerned witli Mr. Wahedi 
in his political capacity. 

(c) None by Government. 

{d) and {e) As the committee is a responsible Iwdy there was no 
apprehension of any supplies being blackinarkefed or disposed of in an 
improper way : hence no check on distribution was exercised by Government. 

Case against one Durga Chfaran Paltandar. 

90. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Khan Sahib Mauivi 
Wahiduzzaman) : {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 

ment of Civil Supplies be pleased to state it he is aware that a case was 
instituted against one Durga Charan Paltandar of village Ulukanda, police- 
Jation Kotwali, Faridpur, under tlie Defence of India Rules for refusing to 
pool his entire stock of rice and paddy to the Ulukanda Self-help 
jO-operative Store, commonly known as Dharmagolla? 

17 
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(h) Is he aware that the said Durga Charan Paltandar stated in defence 
that he refused to surrendei his stock of rice and paddy as he had no faith 
in the office-bearers of the said Co-operative Store? 

(c) Is he aware that the Secretary of the said Co-operative Store was 
a clerk under the Faridpu'’ Civil Court and dismissed for dishonesty? 

(d) Is he aware that the treasurer of the said Store was also prosecuted 
on a charge of bribery at the time of distribution of seeds from the District 
Agricultural Farm? 

(e) Is he aware that such attempts at forcible procurement of the stocks 
of peasants are causing panic and unrest among the villagers? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) and 0)) No. No such case 
was instituted against Durga Charan Paltandar. He agreed to join the 
Self-hei]) Co-operative community voluntarily. At the time of pooling 
paddy to the common pool there were a few cases of small-pox in his house 
and lie took time for the pooling. Subsequently he was reported to have 
sold a portion of his paddy in the black-market. The fact was reported 
by the Co-ojierative Department to the Subdivisional Officer. Since the 
schtme was of a voluutar,’ character and of an experimental nature the 
Subdivisional Officer did not start any case against Durga Charan Paltandar 
bul asked Iiim to show cause. Durga Charan Paltandar stated that he 
had no confidence in the Secretary of the community but had joined a 
neighbouring community. The matter ended at that. 

(c) Yes. But the society is being run by an elected body who have 
chosen him as Secretary. The officers of the Co-operative Department and 
the Executive Authorities are exercising’ adeiiuate control to see that the 
affairs of the society are not mismanaged. No complaint has so far’ been 
rci’cived from tbe members against the Secretary. 

id) No. 

(c) No such atlemjits have been made. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, 1 cannot follow tbe meaning of the 
reply “Durga Charan Paltandar stated that he had no confidence in the 
Secretary of the community.” I think it should be committee. 

The Hon*ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No, it is all right. 

Approved dealers in foodgrams and kerosene in Faridpur. 

91. Mr. BIREN ROY (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): (^o Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased 
to state if he is aware that a large number of approved dealers in foodgrains 
and kerosene in the Sadar subdivision of Faridpur had their dealership 
cancelled in the month of October, 1944, by the Sadar Subdivisional Officer? 

(h) Is he aware that names of these dealers were struck off the list of 
approved dealers without any cause being assigned for the step? 

(c) Is he aware that over thirty such dealers moved the District Magis- 
trate in October, 1944, by filing petitions wdth proper court-fees requesting 
him to enquire into the causes of the step taken by the Subdivisional Officer? 

(d) Is he aware that there have been petitions by villagers with proper 
court-fees and registered letters to the District Magistrate protesting against 
the appointment of the new dealers who have been selected by the said 
Subdivisional Officer in place of the dealers struck off the list? 

(V) Is it a fact that definite allegations were made against these new 
dealers in these petitions and letters ? 

(/) Has any action be'en taken on these petitions from the dealers and 
from the villagers? 
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The Hon’blt Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) It appears from the of^oe 
records that only 30 dealers were changed in the month of October, 1044, 
by the then Subdivisional Officer, Sadar. 

(b) There were several cases of substitution for which no reason had 
been assigned. Besides these, 15 dealers tendered their resignation, while 
one died. 

(cj Nine dealers who were thus replaced filed petitions before the then 
District Magistrate with conrt-fee stamps. • 

(d) No. There is no petition of the villagers in the Colleotorate or in 
the Subdivisional Office. 

(e) Not known, as no such petitions are available. 

(/) The petitions received from the dealers were filed hy the order of the 
District Magistrate. As those received from the villagers are not traceable, 
it is not possible to say what action, if any, was taken on them. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arising out of answer in (a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the total number of dealers in FaridpurP 
He has stated that only 30 dealers were changed during that one month. I 
want to know what the total number is? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: The answer to this, 1 ]>elieve, is 
in the answer to Question No. 93, where we have given lists of dealers. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want to know the total number in Faridpur district. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister j\ist now said that the answer 
can be found in the answer to (Question No. 93, where a full list of dealers, 
including that for Farid])ur, has been given. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It cannot be correct, Sir, because in that list there, 
are only 7 d(‘aleis named tor Faridpui hut 30 dealeis were changed in one 
month at Fuiidpiir. How can it be, Sir? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Tb is is the number at present and 
if the lif)nnurable member wants further information I am afraid I shall have 
to ask for notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: My question has not yet been answered. 1 wanted 
to know the total number of dealers. .If the total number is 7, how can 30 
dealers be changed ? 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: That was in 1944. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: What was the total number of dealers tlicn ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, ABDUL GOFRAN: I have already said that I ask 

for notice. 


Standard cloth for Faridpur. 

92. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Dt‘partment of Civil Supplies 
be pleased to state — 

(a) how many bales of standard cloth were sent to Faridpur Sadar by 
the Provincial Government; 

(h) how many of them have already been sold to wholesalers and 
retailers ; 

(c) how many are still held in stock by the Faridpur Central Co-operative 

Bank, the handling agents of Government for standard clotlis; 

(d) whether any uudit of the accounts have been made: and 

(e) whether Governipent proj)ose to order an enquiry into past transac- 

tions and existing stocks in view of persistent rumour that there 
is a big shortage due to mishandling? 
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The Hon’blA Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) 3,010 bales up till SOtb June, 
1046. 

(b) 2,042 bales have been sold to retailers up to 30th June, 1046. There 
is no wholesaler in the subdivision for standard cloth. 

(c) On 30th June, 1046, the balance stock was 23 bales with the Central 
Co-operative Bank and 45 with another handling agent. 

(d) Yes. Accounts of the Central Co-operative Bank were audited by 
a Calcutta firm appointed by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies in 1045. 

(e) Past transactions have already been audited. No shortage has yet 
been found. An Inspector of the Department, however, is engaged at 
present in checking up the accounts of the standard cloth right from the 
beginning as the standard cloth business is going to be wound up soon. 

Storage and carrying agents of foodstuffs. 

93. Mr. SULTAHUDDiN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies 
Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the name^ of all the individuals or firms with whom Government 

have entered into contracts for storage and for carrying of food- 
stuffs under the Civil Supjdies Department; and 

(б) how many of them are Muslims and how many non-Bengali Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN; (a) A statement is laid on the 


Table. 

(5)- 

Muslims ... 99 

Non-Bengali Hindus ... 76 

Hindu-Muslim joint concenivS ... 9 

Non-Bengali Hindu and Bengali Hindu joint concerns ... 10 

Muslims amalgamated with Bengali Hindu and non-Bengali 

Hindu ... 1 


Statement referred to in reply to question No. 93. 
Names of Agents. 

Calcutta. 

(1) Messrs. M. Hussain. 

(2) Messrs. Gopalgunj Boat Owners’ Association. 

(3^ Messrs. W. L. T. Corporation. 

Darjeeliiig. 

(1) Messrs. S. K. Das Gaganath. 

(2) Messrs. Biseswar Nandalal. 

(3) Messrs. Khetsidas Jaichandlal. 

(4) Mr. Bimal Ghose (Labour Contractor). 
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24-Parganas. 

(1) Mirza Ali Akbar. 

(2) Messrs. Rai Sahib Panchauan Sadhukhan. 

(3) H. C. Sadhukhan. 

( 4 ) Subdul Ahmad. 

(5) Sk. Osman Ali. 

(6) Messrs. F. C. Haider and Sons. 

(7) Messrs. H. P. Kouch and Co. 

(8) Khan Sahib A. M. Ahmed. 

(9) Messrs. Dalai and Kazi (Hindu-Muslim Joint Co.). 

M ijmensingh. 

(1) Messrs. A. S. Joseb Brothers. 

(2) Messrs. B. B. Pal. 

(3) Messrs. Sukdeo Kusal Chand. 

(4) Messrs. R. C. Agarwala. 

(5) G. K. M. C. Saha. 

(G) Messrs. National Miscellany. 

(7) Messrs. Chandan Mai ^lulchand. 

(8) Messrs. K. K. Diksit. 

(9) Messrs. D. C. Sen. 

(10) Messrs. K. C. Acharjee, 

(11) Messrs. G. C. K. C*. Roy. 

(12) Messrs. Gopilal Chandmal. 

(13) Messrs. Sheogolam Bhakat. 

(14) Messrs. R. M. Das and Sons. 

(15) Messrs. Puran Bhakat. 

(IG) Messrs. Ajit Kumar Saha. 

(17) Messrs. Hiralal Mangilal. 

(18) Messrs. Sailen Bose and Co. 

(19) Messrs. B. K. Bose and Co. 

(20) Messrs. Prithiraj Lasmipath. 

(21) Messrs. J. Ahmed and Co. 

(22) Messrs. Sabedali Bhuiya. 

(23) Messrs. B. I). Bagla. 

(24) Messrs. K. C. Dutta. 

(25) Messrs. Azabar Ali. 

(26) Messrs. Ranidas Samseo Prasad. 

(27) Messrs. Baikuntlia Chandra Tariiii Mohan Mondai. 

(28) Messrs. Ramjatan Lai. 

(29) 'Messrs. Sk. Lehu. 

(30) Messrs. Bhagaban Chandra Roy. 

(31) Messrs. B. L. Sinha Roy. 

(32) Messrs. Keramat Ali Talukdar, 

(33) Messrs. J. L. Acharjee. 

(34) Messrs. Mymensingh Transport Co. 
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(Sb) Messrs. S. S. Hussam. 

(36; Messrs. Mymensingh River Service. 

(37) Messrs. Habibur Raliman. 

(38) Messrs. S. N. Bbattacharjee. 

(39) Messrs. A. B. Das. 

(40) Messrs. Associate Transport Co. 

(41) Messrs. Syed Safiuddin Ahmed. 

(42; B. N. Sen and Sons. 

(43) Afran Khan and Co., Ltd. 

(44) Messrs. Eastern Agency. 

(45) Messrs. S. R. Gupta Banik. 

(46) Kishoreganj Sukli visional Wholesalers Co-operative Multipurpose 

Society. 

(47) Messrs. Kishoreganj Wholesale Merchants’ Syndicate. 

Bogra, 

(1) Padmapara Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd. 

Midnapore, 

(1) Bamlal Gokul Chand. 

(2) Messrs. A. C. Pal. 

(3) Narayan Ch. Ghose. 

(4) Bistu Pada Rana. 

(5) Hashem Ali Beg. 

(6) Pannalal Bhyan. 

(7) Monoliar Tja'll Golab Rai. 

(8) Bijoy Kisto Rana. 

Jessore. 

(1) Messrs. Suniti K. Roy. 

(2) Zakaria Hazi Soleman. 

(3) Messrs. Kedar Nath Roy and others. 

(4) Kalipada Bag. 

(5) Messrs. Abdul Aziz. 

(6) Motilal Ghosilal. 

(7) Messrs. Abdul Kasem. 

(8) Messrs. MozafPor Hossain. 

(9) Dulal Chandra Sinha. 

(10) Messrs. Amulya Ratan Saha. 

(11) Messrs. Bhidarmal Khaitan. 

(12) Messrs. Sarafat Hossain Dafadar. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(13) Messrs. Keshab Ch. Paul. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(14) Messrs. K. N. Dutta. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(15) Messrs. Tarini K. Dutt. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(16) Messrs. Badaruddin Ahmed. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(17) Sailkupa Multipurpose Society. 

(18) Messrs. Naresh Ch. Kundoo. (Agreement is under preparation.) 
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Murthidabad. 

(1) flazi Sk. Abdul Quadir. 

(2) Maulvi Gola Rahaman. 

(3) B. C. Chatterjee. 

(4) M. N. Bhagwangola. 

(6) J. N. Saha. 

(6) Babu Shyamapada Saha. 

(7) Muralidhar Gupta. 

(8) Messrs. Chunnilal Bhanwarlal. 

(9) Rai Sahib M. L. Jain. 

(10) R. N. Singh. 

(11) M. A. Khaleque. 

(12) Sk. Omar Ali. 

(13) Reazuddin Sarkar. 

(14) K. M. Parakh. 

(15) M. L. Jain. 

(16) Suwalal Kanailal. 

(17) Goal Badan Trivedi. 

(18) T. N. Sen. 

(19) P. N. Mukherjee. 
t20) Jahurilal Kanhailal. 

(21) Messrs. Jaharmal Dhanraj. 

Faridpur. 

(1) Messrs. Mohammad and Ibrahim Siddik Jamal. 

(2) Makhanlal Govinda Ram. 

(3) Central Co-operative Bank. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Yusuff Hossain Chowdhury. 

(5) K. M. Kundoo and R. Biswas. 

(6) Mainuddin Chowdhury and Bhuban Mohan Saha. 

(7) A. R. Chowdhury. 

Rajshahi. 

(1) Messrs. Agarwalla Seraogi & Co. 

(2) Messrs. Babulal Agarwalla. 

Dmajpur. 

Nil, 

Dacca. 

(1) Messrs. Bankim Chandra Das. 

(2) Messrs. Haldai Transport. 

(3) Messrs. A. W. Makertich. 

(4) Messrs. North Bengal Transport. 

(6) Messrs. Swalal Sarogi and Lakshmikanta Chatterjee. 

(6) Messrs. H, C. Sarkar and Gobradhan Lai Sarog^. 

(7) Messrs. Bengal Engineering and Transport Corporation. 

(8) Messrs. T. Hossain Kassim & Co. 

(9) Messrs. Friends United & Co. 
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Hooghly. 

(1) Messrs. S. M, Nabi Chowdhury & Bros. 

(2) Messrs. Allied Trading & Co 

(3) Late Hazi Mirza Zahadur Rahim. 

(4) Bhola Nath Paul and Partner Roushan Ali. 

(6) Akinchan Goswami. 

(6) Ajit Ganguly. 

(7) Abani Bhusan Sarkar. 

(8) Kishori Mohan Ear. 

(9) Rezak Ali Khan. 

Durdwan. 

(1) Jiban Mall Dhanraj. 

(2) P. P. Garai. 

(3) Ram Nath Goenka. 

(4) Kuloorain Onkarniall. 

(5) S. K. Bhuiya. 

(6) TIppletwala H. E. K. 

Howrah. 

(1) Messrs. M. M. Ishpahani. 

(2) A. R. Pramanick. 

Chittagong. 

Nil. 

Mai da. 

Nil. 

Banhnra. 

Nil. 

Bai’ organ j. 

(1) Messrs. Arjuneswar Saha. 

(2) Bamergunj and Sundarbans Central Co-operative Sale acd Supply 

Society, Ltd. 

Nadia. 

(1) P. K. Bhattacherjee. 

(2) Messrs. Chakravartv & Bros. 

(3) Maulvi Khorsed Ahmed. 

(4) Messrs. Kuver Bank. 

(5) Messrs. B. K. Mukherjee & Sons. 

(6) Babu Silxdiandra Roy Singh. 

(7) Babu Bhola Nath Garoi. 

(8) Messrs. Banawari Lai De & Bros. 

(9) Babu Saiijit Kumar Pramanick. 

(10) Babu S. C. Mukherjee. 

(11) Bajli Karim Joardar. 

(12) Fakir Mohammed Mondal. 

(13) J. K. Banka. 
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(14) J. D. Kundoo. 

(15) B. N. Matadin. 

(16) Nagendra Nath Saha. 

(17) Sagar Mall Matadin. 

(18) Sanjib Kumar Biswas. 

(19) P. K. Ray, 

(20) H. C. Sarkar and Sons. 

(21) R. C. Sanyal. 

(22) Baijnath Srigopal. 

(23) Hardwari Lai Agarwala. 

(24) Maiilvi Mozammel Haque. 

(25) Babu Hemanta Kumar Roy. 

(26) Sayedali Biswas. 

(27) Maiilvi Fate Ali Biswas. 

(28) Kustia Merchants’ Association. 

(29) Marwari Merchants’ Association. 

(30) Messrs. Abdur Rahman & Co. 

(31) Maulvi Rejiwan Alizehan (’howdluirv. 

(32) SagarTnall Giridhari lial. 

(33) Messrs. Kumaresh Chandra Mukherjee and Sons 

(34) Fakri Moiiammed Biswas. 

(35) Mosarraf Hossain Chowdhury. 

(36) Modan Lai Agarwala. 

(37) L. K. Kundoo. 

Noakhah. 

(1) Dr. Md. Sekandar. 

(2) Babu Jogendra Kumar Majunnler. 

(3) Maulvi Md. Ershad Hossain. 

(4) Messrs. Radha Ballav Saha and llari Das Saha. 

(5) Messrs. Hazi A. Gani and Kiinjalal Saha. 

(6) Babu Harendra Nath Ghose. 

(7) Messrs. Abdul Selam and Hazi Asraf Ali. 

(8) Md. Abdul Kader. 

(9) Maulvi Ali Azzam Bhuiya. 

(10) Messrs. Jalal Ahmed and Hazi A. Sobbahan. 

(11) Messrs. Nazi Ahmed and Sultan Miah. 

(12) Maulvi Idris Miah Dafadar. 

(13) Messrs. Narendra K. Pandit and K. K. Das. 

(14) Maulvi A. Motabb and M, Haque. 

(15) Sarat Chandra Saha. 

(16) Phanindra Bhusan Bose. 

(17) Messrs. Narayan Ch. Saha and G. C. Saha. 

(18) Messrs. Krishna Madhab Bhowinik, Ensar Ali Man j hi and Dr* 

Sultan Ahmed. 

(19) Upendra Lai Nandi. 

(20; Munshi Abdur Rahaman. 
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(21) Munshi Abdur Raabid Pandit. 

(22) Maulvi A. Eaten Sadagar. 

(23) Md. Montaz Miah. 

(24) Hazi Kalimuddin Sadagar. 

(25) Maulvi Aftabuddin Ahmed. 

(26) Babu Kshetramohan Saha. 

Jalpaigun. 

(1) Messrs. 0. Singh & Co. 

^2) Messrs. Sitaram Hanuman Prasad. 

(3) Messrs. Alipur Doar Court Rice and Oil Mills, Ltd. 

Rang pur. 

(1) Babu Anukul Chandra Bhadra. 

•(2) Maulvi Md. Jesmat Alii Talukdar. 

^3) Babu Anil Kumar Ghosh. 

Khulna. 

•(1) Messrs. D. Ahmed. 

•(2) Messrs. Jonabali Sardar. 

•(3) Messrs. Khulna Trading Syndicate. 

•(4) Messrs. Gopal Ch. Sadhu. 

<6) Messrs. Pramatha Nath Das. 

(G) Messrs, Benoy Bhusan Bardhan. 

(7) Messrs. Saligram Arya. 

<8) Messrs. Ghasilal Tadi. 

(9) Messrs. Khulna Jute Co. 

^10) Messrs. S. Kazi. 

■(11) Messrs. K. P. Stores. 

»(12) Messrs. Dr. Joad Hossain. 

<13) Messrs. Md. Ismail Miah. 

<'14) Messrs. Moiioranjan Mirdha. 

<16) Messrs. B. K. Paul, 

(IG) Messrs. K. C. Saha. 

(17) Messrs. Aieh and Pramanick. 

(18) Messrs. M. L. Mitra. 

<19) Messrs. R. K, Kabiraj. 

(20) Messrs. J. N. Poddar. 

(21) Messrs. Shyamlal Saha. 

<22) Messrs. M. L. Bhanja. 

(23) Messrs. A. K, Bhanja. 

(24) Messrs. Abdul Gafur. 

Pahttfi. 

(1) Civil Supply Syndicate. 

(2) Wazed Ali Abdul Gofur & Ck). 

(3) Hazi Rahimuddin. 

(4) Hazi Ajhar Ali. 
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(5) Champalal Baid. 

(6) J. B. Saha & Co. 

(7) J. N. Chowdhury. 

(8) Central Co-operative Bank. 

(9) Atindra La^l Pakrashi. 

(10) R. D. Chowdhury and K. P. Takardar. 

Comilla. 

(1) Babu Adinath Dult. 

(2) Khan Saheb Jonab Ali Munsbi. 

(3) Birendra Krishna Roy Chowdhury. 

(4) Rabindra Ch, Bhattacherjee. 

(6) Maulvi Mafijur Rahman Sirkar. 

(6) Messrs. Eastern Salt Syndicate. 

(7) R. Goswami. 

Birbhum. 

(1) Babu Dharmadas Dalai. 

(2) Omer Behari. 

(3) Harekchand Ganeshmall. 

(4) Babu Puma Ch. Singha. 

(6) Sugar Chand Anchalia. 

^6) Messrs. Radhapada Gurupada Chandra 

(7) Messrs. Kanai Lai Gouri Sankar. 

(8) Narayan Prashad Chandra. 

(9) Bijoy Gopal Chandra. 

(10) Dhajadliari Dutta. 

(11) Rajchandra Sarkar. 

(12) Manaranjan Nath. 

(13) B. K. Mukherjee. 

(14) T. P. Chatterjee. 

(16) Messrs. Economic Stores. 

(16) Central Co-operative Bank. 

Deputy Directorate of Stores, C. & W. B. {including C. S. D. {Khulna)]. 
Calcutta and E.R.A. 

(1) Akbar Mirza Ali. 

(2) Arratoon & Co. 

*(3) Bajoria Trading Co. 

*(4) Baldeoram Bihar ilal. 

(5) Barari Bros. 

♦(6) Bengal Dal Mill. 

(7) Dhutoria Bros. 

•(8) Bhur (Jr.) S. (Agency under termination.) 

•These are Agents under the Old Agreement and their contracts will be 
cancelled as soon as their stock are cleared from their godowns. 
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*(9) Bhuwalka Bros. 

*(10) Bhothra Trading* Corporation. 

*(11) Calcutta Rice Dealers’ Association. (Agency under termination.) 
*(12) Chowdhury, S. C. 

*(13) Cohen & Co., Ltd. (Agency under termination.) 

*(14) Dada, H. K. 

(16) Diitt, A. K. 

*(16) East Asiatic Co. 

*(17) Food Supply Stores. (Agency under termination.) 

*(18) Gaggar & Co. 

*(19) Gulab Trading Co. (Agency under termination.) 

*(20) Gupta Bros. 

*(21) Harry, S. D. 

*(22) Jain, A. C. 

*(23) Kalla & Co. 

*(24) Kliaitan Trading Corporation. (Agency under termination.) 

(26) Khan Panchanan. 

(26) Madhkar & Co. 

*(27) National Transport Co. 

*(28) Pir Mohd., II. H. H. 

(29) Pir Mohd., H. S. H. 

*(30) Ray, P. C. & Co., Ltd. (Agency under termination.) 

*(31) Rubby Trans])ort. 

(32) Saha, R. P. 

(33) Shrooff, G. D. (Agency under termination.) 

(34) Soutli End Storing* Co. 

*(35) S. S. Laxminarayanjee & Co. 

*(36) Star Transport Agency. 

*(37) Jalan Trading* Corporation. (Agency under termination.'; 

(38) Oudh Transport Agency. 

(39) Bengal Lal>our and Transport Syndicate. 

(40) Ujiiversal Labour S.yndicate. 

(41) V. R. Patel & Co. 

^ (42) R. C. R. Singh. 

(43) Chowdhiiry Bros. 

(44) Northern India Transport. 

(46) K. M. Ghosh. 

(46) Calcutta Transport and Labour Agency. 

(47) C. Mukherjee & Co. 

C.S.D., Khulna. 

(1) Asiatic Construction Co. 

(2) Gopalganj Boat Owners’ Association. 

(3) Country Boat Transport Syndicate. 

*Tliesp are Agents under the Old Agreement and their contracts will be 
cancelled as soon as their stock are cleared from their godowns. 
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Deputy Directorate of T. and 5., N.B. 

(1) Rai Saheb Mobanlal Jain. 

(2) Madanlal Jain. 

(3) Kulibour & Co. 

Deputy Directorate of f. arid S., E.B. 

(1) Rai R. P. Sahfi Bahadur. 

(2) Messrs. A. C. Jain. 

(3) Messrs. Gupta Brothers. 

(4) Assam Bengal Carrying Company. 

(5) Ahmed & Co. 

<6) A. B. Das. 

(7) A. W. Mackertith. 

(8) Bero Water Transport. 

(9) D. C. Sen. 

<10) H. C. Sirkar & Co. 

(11) Mymensingh Transport Co. 

(12) Mymensingh River Service. 

(13) North Bengal Transport Co. 

(14) Padma Transport Co. 

(15) Pande Ali Mia. 

(16) K. Banerjee. 

(17) S. S. Hossein. 

(18) S. C. Ghosh &,Co, 

(19) R. Goswami. 

(20) United Transport Corporation. 

(21) Sualal Saraogi & Co. 

(22) Bird & Co., Chandpur. 

(23) S. K. Guha. 

(24) A. Nobi. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Is there any special reason for liavincr 
76 non-Bengali Hindus 

Tho Hon’blc Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No, there is no special reason. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED. It seems that there is not a single 
Bengali Hindu. 

Th6 Hon’bis Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Probably Bengali Hindus did not 
apply. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED:, May I know if there are any single 
non-Bengali Muslims out of 99 Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No, the question was — how many 
of them are Mussalmans and how many non-Bengali Hindus, and in answer 
to that question that reply was given. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED; Out of these Muslims is there any non- 
Bengali Muslim? 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have already given the House * 
the full list and the names of all of them. 
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Mfe SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Names do not signify whether one is a 
Bengali Muslim or a non-Bengali Muslim in all cases. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Well, with regard to that I would 
like to have notice. 


Travelling by <‘gahana” boats. 

94. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if the Government are 
aware that considerable portions of Bengal’s interior are served by galiaiias 
and that travelling by (jaJunuu is not only inconvenient but fraught with 
grave danger to life and property? 

{})) Do the Goverimieiit propose to consider the desirability of getting 
these galuinaa registered, numbered and licensed and the capacity of each 
boat mentioned and strictly observed and for this purpose appoint inspector® 
to supervise and inspect the condition of the boats? 

(c) Do the Government also propose to consider in this connection the 
desirability of getting the names of the boatmen or nuijlits registered to afford 
the passengers due protection against their rude behaviour or against their 
colluding with thieves and deceits? 

(d) Do the Government propose to consider these suggestions for 
acceptance? If so, will the Government cany them out without delay? If 
not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Home Department): (n) The answer to the first part is 
*‘Yes” and to the second part “No". 

(h) to (d) The suggestion made by the honourable member will be 
examined. 

Advisory Committee to the Director-General, Consumer Goods. 

95. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Md. Tauhq): 

(a) AATIl tile Hon'ble Minister in cliarge of the Department of ('ivil Supplies 
be ])leased to state whether the Government intend to appoint a small 
Advisory (’ommittee to advise the Director-General of Consumer Goods on 
matters, jieitaining to consumer goods? 

(M If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (^0 No. 

(h) The necessity has not hitherto been felt. 

Appointments in the Civil Supplies Department. 

96. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state — 

(o) if the Communal Ratio Rules were strictly followed in making the 
appointments in the various branches of this department; and 

(h) if not, what step the Government intend to take for adjusting 
according to tne Communal Ratio Rules the appointjnents in this 
department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) During the period of th© 
Department’s most rapid expansion in 1944-45 recruitment had oftemto be 
made at very short notice in competition with a large number of other 
Government and military offices in the Province. Throughout that period 
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properly qualified candidates from the Muslim and Scheduled Caste com~ 
munities were not obtainable in adequate numbers. In consequence recruit- 
ment of men of those communities could not be maintained on the standards 
prescribed by the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(6) Orders have been issued that 80 per cent, of existing and future 
vacancies should be filled by candidates -irom the Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste communities till parity is attained. 


Appointment in the Public Health Department. 

97. Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Health and liocal Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(a) how many posts of Director and Assistant Director of Public Health 
under the Bengal Public Health Department are — 

(t) permanent, and 
(ii) temporary; 

(h) how many posts of other gazetted ofiicera under Director of Public 
Health are — 

(?) permanent, and 

(h) temporary; 

(c) how these i)()ats are held by Muslims, Scheduled Castes* and non- 

Muslims other than Scheduled Castes, giving separate figures for 

(i) permanent, and 
{ii) temporary posts; 

(d) how many vacancies — (?) permanent, (//) ieniporavy — occurred since 

the introduction of Communal Ratio Pules; and 

(c) how these vacancies— (/) permanent, and (u) temporary — were 
filled up hy ^luslinis, Scheduled Castes and non-Muslims other 
than Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali); (o)(o Six. 

(ti) Five. 

{b)(i) Sixteen. 

(ii) One hundred and two. 

(c) (i) Muslims — 10, n(»n-Muslims -7, Scheduled Castes Nil, vacant --5. 
(ii) Muslims — 5, non-Muslims — 38, Scheduled Castes — 2, vacant — 62. 

(d) {i) Nineteen. 

(ii) One hundred and thirty-four. 

(e) {i) Muslims — 7, non-Muslims — 7, Scheduled Castes — Nil, vacant — 5. 

(u) Muslims — 16, non-Muslims — 53, Scheduled Castes — 2, vacant — 62 and 
1 abolished. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Will the Hon’hle Minister please explain 
what he means hy “non-Muslims” ? Are the non-Muslims Hindus or do they 
belong to any other community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Non-Muslims mean persons, 
belonging to a community other than the Muslim community. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR. T\^ho are they? Are they Christians, or 
Anglo-Indians, or what? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI* It includes everybody except 
Muslims. 
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Rai Bahadar «IOCE NORA NATH RAY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why this ratio is not maintained? There are only 7 non- 
Muslims although 62 posts are vacant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say why the ratio is 
not maintained. But if the honourable member scrutinises the list and if 
an overhaul picture is taken he will find that Muslims are less in number 
than non-Muslims. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: May 1 know why those 62 
posts are vacant? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Because they have not been filled 
yet. 

Pay, etc., of Sanitary Assistants and Health Assistants. 

98. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state what are the respective pay, daily allowance, house 
allowance and travelling allowance of Sanitary Assistants, Government Health 
Assistants, District lloard Health Assistants and Additional Health 
Assistants in different districts of Bengal ? 

(b) Are they doing almost the same work? 

(c) If so, why is there any difference in their pay, dearness allowance, 
house allowance and travelling allowance? 

(d) Are the Government aware that the Additional Health Assistants are 
not getting a “living wage”? 

(e) Do the Government propose to take steps for bettering their lot? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the dearness allowance of the Addi- 
tional Health Assistants of the Tippera district is much less than that of 
other districts and is causing them a great hardship? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) The following are the emolu- 
ments of the Puhlic Health staff* mentioned : — 

(?) Sanitary Assistants — Pay including dearness allowance Rs.80 

Rs.lO as ad intcriin increase in the basic pay. Fixed travelling 
allowance Rs.20. 

{ii) Government Health Assistants — Pay Ps.45 phis Ps.lO as ad interim 
increase in the basic pay. Dearness allowance as per general 
Government rate, viz., Rs.22. 

{Hi) District Board Health Assistants — Pay Rs.20. Fixed travelling 
allowance Ra.5. House allowaxiice Rs.2. Provident Fund contri- 
bution and dearness allowance payable under District Board Rules 
and orders. 

(???) Additional Health Assistaiits — Pay R8.20. Dearness allow^ance at 
the same rates as paid by District Boards to other employees. 
Fixed travelling allow\ance Rs.5. House allowance Rs.2. 

(h) They do similar w^ork. But while the Government Sanitary Assist- 
ants and Health Assistants are employed to meet emergencies in areas where 
epidemics break out or the mortality rate is exceptionally heavy, the District 
Board staff and the Additional Health Assistants are expected to do the 
normal public health w'ork. 

(c) The difference in pay arises out of the fact that the Government 
Sanitary Assistants and Health Assistants are purelj’ temporary employees 
with no security of tenure. Their position is, therefore, entirely different 
from the permanent staff of the District Board. The rates of pay, etc., 
offered to these temporary employees w^ere the lowest possible to attract men 
of the required calibre for purely temporary positions. 



{d) The Additional Health Assistants draw exactly the same remunera- 
tions as the District Board Health Assistants. 

(e) Government cannot increase the remunerations of the Additional 
Bealth Assistants unless the District Boards do the same with regard to their 
Health Assistants. In tlie absence of a corresponding increase by the latter, 
Government by increasing the pay of the Additional Health Assistants, 
t^ould be creating an anomalous position^ whereby two sets of employees of 
squal status and doing the same work would be drawing different scales of 
pay. 

(/) Government have no information that the dearness allowance of the 
Additional Health Assistants of Tippera is less than that of other districts. 
This is, how'ever, possible as the Additional Health Assistants draw dearness 
allowance according to rates fixed by District Boards, and these rates vary 
from district to district. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: Arising out of {d) where it is 
stated in the question ‘‘are the Government aware that the Additional Health 
Assistants are not getting a ‘living wage’ and the answer is ‘the Addi- 
tional Health Assistants draw exactly the same remunerations as the District 
Board Health Assistants”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
W’hether the Additional Health Assistants are getting living w'ageP 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. In 
reply we said that they are getting the same pay as the District Board 
Health Assistants. The District Board being a self-governing body is 
presumed to be giving to their employees a living wage. 


Acquisition scheme No. 5M of Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

99. Khan Bahadur GHYA9UDDIN PATHAN: Will the Ilon’ble 
IMinister in charge ot tlie Dej)artment of Health and liooal Self-Government 
be pleased to state — 

{a) the t(»tal population and the number of families that will l>e affected 
l)y acquisition scheme Xo. 5M of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust ; 

{h) whether there is any rehousing scheme to be worked out and given 
effect to simultaneously; 

(c) if artswer to part (b) be in the affirmative, what per cent, of this 

population may be benefited by such a rehousing scheme; 

(d) what Government ])roi)ose to do for those who may not get accom- 

modation under the rehousing scheme ; and 

(e) whether it is possible to expand the rehousing setheme with a view 

to accommodate all who may be rendered homeless by the 
acquisition scheme. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) A complete census has not 
been taken but the estimated population in the scheme is 3,500. 

(5) Yes. Scheme Y — l^lanicktola Rehousing Scheme has been approved 
by Government and the area is at present under acquisition. 

(c) 33 per cent. 

(d) and {e) The whole of the persons affected by the scheme will not 
be dehoused. Most of the owners have applied for exemption from acquisi- 
tion and it is anticipated that about 2,000 persons will be affected and 
Government are considering extending or enlarging the rehousing scheme 
to accommodate more persons who will be affected by the scheme. 

68 
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Supply of milk. 

100. Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

the establishment of milk-collecting and processing centres or 
cremeries in milk-producing areas of Bengal; 

(b) what steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

adequate su})ply of milk to the urban areas, for transfer of milk 
from non-essential areas, for cold storage, railway transport 
facilities and adequate supply of milk trade; 

(c) if so, what are they; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests, and Fish^ies): 

(a) With a view to the formulation of definite schemes for proper utilisation 
of milk produced in rural areas Government have undertaken a survey of the 
principal milk-producing areas within easy reach of Calcutta, Dacca and 
Chittagong. Data about the production of milk in these areas and the 
difficulties in the wny of marketing, etc., are essential to the formulation of 
any scheme. 

(h) and (c) It is hoped that the schemes referred to under (a) will help 
in solving to some extent the problem of milk-supply in the urban areas 
concerned. In the meanwhile Government will w’ork a scheme on the 
economics of milk-processing and manufacture of milk products at fhe 
Dairy Station at Haringhata where ultimately 14 lakh pounds of milk 
and ^bout ld,0(K) jiounds of butter wdll be produced every year. Govern- 
ment w’ill ahso assist private parties in securing cold-storage plants and 
railway transport facilities. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Shortage of mustard oil. 

101. Mr. NUR AHMED; (a) Will tbe Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that there 
is an awful shortage of mustard oil in Calcutta, Chittagong and some other 
districts of Bengal leading to extensive suffering to the poor people of the 
Province? 

\h) Is it a fact that mustard oil is being sold at Rs.2-8 to Rs.3 per seer 
in black-markets in Chittagong and other districts of Bengal? 

(c) If so, what special steps have been taken by the Go\erntment of 
Bengal for adequate suppl,y of mustard oil in Bengal districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) ,The Government of Bengal has consistently pressed for (a) the alloca- 
tion of adequate quotas to the Province under the Basic Plan and (b) for 
the actual supply of quotas after these have been allotted. The Govern- 
ment of India w^as unable either to allot adequate quotas or even to ensure 
the supply of the amounts ultimately allotted under the quota system. The 
Government of Bengal, therefore, pressed for some considerable time for the 
abolition of the Basic Plan and the decontrol of edible oils. This policy 
of decontrol has just been accepted by the Government of India and it is 
hoped that as a result more adequate supplies will be available. It is, how- 
ever, too early yet to assess the result of this new policy. 
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High price of rice in Chittagong. 

102. Mr. NUR AHIMED: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge of the 
Dg^artment of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that rice is 
still being sold at 1| seer to U seer per rupee in Chittagong mofussil areas? 

(h) Is it a fact that the majority of the people of Chittagong with limited 
income are suffering great hardship owing to high ]irice of rice and other 
necessaries of life? • 

(r) If so, have any measures been taken by the Government of Bengal to 
bring down the price of rice and other food articles to controlled rates and 
to reasonable level to give relief to the peojde of Chittagong with limited 
income ? 

{d; If so, what are they? If not, why not? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; (a) It is not a fact that rice is at 
present sold at 1\ seer to U seer per rupee. vThe average price in January, 
1947, has been 2§ seers per rupee. 

(h) Compared with i)re-war days the present price level is higher, but this 
is nothing peculiar to Chittagong. Side by side with the rising of price 
level the price of labour and agricultural produce have also gone liigh, 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Sir, I may further modify the 
answers. 

(h) Cost of rice and other necessaritvs of life has undoubtedly affected 
people with limited income. It is how’ever to be remembered ihat the cost 
of labour has also risen and has increased the income of labourers. 

(c) and (d) GovernnHuii as in the past are .supplying stocks of rice to 
Chittagong to be issued to the people there and this will be continued as 
much as Government stocks permit, necessary to meet the situation and to 
maintain supplies at a reasonable market value. 

Bihari refugees. 

103. Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish) : (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 

ment of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to state how many people 
from Bihar have come to Bengal after the recent Bihar disturbances? 

(b) Are the Government giving the Bihar refugees food and shelter 
free? If so, did they ask for contribution from Bihar Government? 

(c) What is the total cost incurred by Government in giving relief to 
these refugees from Bihar? 

(d) Did the Government try to persuade them to return to their respective 
villages? If so, with whut result? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman); (a) 

93,342 persons have come to Bengal. Of them 03,644 live ira Government 
Camps and the rest elsewhere. 

(6) Food and shelter arc given free to those refugees who are in camps, 
and those who are outside get food free. Government propose to recover 
from the Government of Bihar the cost incurred by this Government. 

(6) Complete information is not available. Its collection will take 
time. Government have however sanctioned up to 210th February, 1947, 
J{s. 23,20, OW for cost of maintenance, water-supply, repairs to camps, etc., 
attd in addition, clothing and accessory foodstuff (excluding milk) valued 
Ks. 2,43,000 approximately have been supplied. 

(d) Government will consider the desirability of repatriating those who 
are now willing to go back to their homes. 
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Sugar Inctustry. 

104. Mr. MUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Commerce, Tiabour and Industries be pleased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

the post war development of sugar industry in Bengal; 

(h) whether any post-war development scheme for starting new sugar 
factories has been prepared by the Government of Bengal; 

(r) if so, how’ many and where and in what districts they have to be 
staEted; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): (a) As 

a first step Government have sanctioned a scheme for tlie cultivation of 
improved varieties of sugarcane and it is hoped that within five years 75 per 
cent, of the total sugarcane acreage in the Province will be covered by 
improved canes. Steps have also been taken for the distribution of fertilisers 
and treatment of cane diseases in some compact areas. 

(h) and (c) As the development of sugar industry on an all-India basis 
with due regard to provincial requirements was being planned by the 
(government of India, this Government did not prepare any separate scheme 
to that end. The Central Government have since agreed to this Province 
setting u]) five new mills of daily crushing ca])acity of 000 tons and steps 
are being taken for selection of suitable parties willing to set np new sugar 
mills in this Ih’ovince. It is not possilde now to state the location of the 
new mills as this will depend not only on the availability of cane in suitable 
areas hut also on the convenience of the promoters to be selected. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Ti’aining in the Industrial Research Laboratory. 

105. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE; (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and 
Industries be pleased to slate whether he is aware that the trainees do not 
get proper and ])erfect training in the Industrial Research Laboratory at 
Pagladanga under the Directorate of Industries due to most of the machines 
being out of order for long ? 

(h) Is he aware that owing to such imperfect training most of the 
trainees after completing their course of training there do not venture to 
start independent business ? 

(c) If so, what action do the Government propose to take and when to 
put things right? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): {a) No. 

(b) No such case has hitherto come to my notice. 

(c) Does not arise. 

106. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE; (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries 
be pleased to state if he is aware that progress of training in the Industrial 
Research Ijaboratory at Pagladanga under the Directorate of Industries was 
much hampered due to the last communal disturbances in Calcutta? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to allow the present batch 'of 
trainees to get the benefit of another sessjon’s practical training with the 
benefit of their stipends P 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Hunger-strike in Krishnagtr Jail. 

107. Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: (a) Will the Hon’bk Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state if he is aware that 
Sj. Haridas Dey of Shantipur and other undertrial prisoners in Krishnagar 
District Jail are on hunger-strike? 

(b) Is it a fact that the undertrial prisoners were subjected to maltreat- 
ment in the said jail? • 

(c) Is it a fact that they were tortured and humiliated? 

(d) If the answers to parts (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, what steps 
do the Government propose to take against the Jail authorities for their 
illegal highhandedness and misdeeds? 

(e) Wliat steps the Government has taken to redress the grievances of 
the said undertrial prisoners ? 

(/) What is the condition of the hunger-striking prisoners at present? 

(g) For how many days did the said prisoners resort to hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Par(iam6ntary Secretary [on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home (Jails) Department]: {a) No. Four under- 
trial prisoners of the Krisluiagar Jail including Mr. Haridas Dey went on 
hunger-strike with effect from 1st February, 1947. By 8th February, 1947, 
all of them gave it up one after another. 

(6) and (c) No. 

((/) Does not arise, 

(c) Orders have issued classifying three ot them as Division I undertrials. 
The remaining oiite was released on bail on 18th February, 1947. 

(/) The general condition of health of three of these undertrials,- who are 
at present confined in the Krishnagar Jail, is satisfactory. 

\g) The honourable member is referred to the reply to part (a). 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Arising out of (b) and (c), is the 
Government satisfied that there was no maladministration there, torture or 
humiliation of the prisoners? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: If that is so, what was then the cause 
of the hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: They might have- had some cause but Govern- 
ment have got no report about it. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Still there was the hunger-strike by the 
undertrial prisoners for over a week without the cause therefor knowm to 
Government? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Not by all. Out of the 4 wdio hunger-struck, 
even from the next day some of them gave up the liunger-strike. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: The question is that surely they had 
some grievances for which they undertook the hunger-strike. I ask what 
the grievances of the undertrial jn'isoners was? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Might be on the grounds of classification; might 
be that they wanted to be placed under Division I. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Classification, they could ' have got it 
from the court; but w*hat was their grievance against the Government? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I think that was their grievance. 
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Mr. BI40Y 8INCH NAHARs Have you any information about mal- 
administration, torture, etc.? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID. We have no information about any mal- 
administration, etc. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS. On the issue of maladministration did 
the Government enquire what for they went on hunger-strike and if not why 
not ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There was no maladministration. What 
exactly their grievancevS were I do not know. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did not the Government enquire why 
these pi’isoners went on hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes, that was regarding their classification and 
they wanted to be placed under Division T. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In which class were they before this? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In Division TI and III. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Their names are Haridus De and Kanai Pal, 
Division II undertrials; there were four altogether ami all of them have 
now been released except one. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Whal about the others? Three in 
Division II and three Division I? 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: I cannot say anything about that. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that these prisoners put 
forward certain grievances and complaints in writing before thev hunger- 
struck ? ' ® 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: I have no information. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Did you receive any written complaint 
from them ? 

(No reply.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Cultivable waste land. 

.Mj'* CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state 
what IS the extent of cultivable waste land in Bengal, and what in particular 
IS the extent of cultivable waste lands in the districts of Burdwan and 
Dinajpur ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government intend to acquire these lands with a 
view to settling them with landless labourers particularly Moslem refugees 
from Bihar and the Mo.slems evicted from Assam ? 

(c) A^hat is the policy behind such a move? Will Government give up 
such an effort and allow things to take their own course? 

...Mi; ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue): (al) 

lilf cultivable wa.ste land in Bengal is 3,994,029 acres of which 

l8«,83o acres are in the district of Burdwan and 280,762 acres in the district 

Dinajpur. 

(b) and (c) The lionourable member may refer to the statement made in 
ihe Louncil by the Hon'ble Minister on the motion for reference of the Bengal 
Icquisition of Waste Land Bill to the Select Committee. 
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AdJourmiMiit motion. 

Mr. 8I1IOY SINGH NAHARS I have an adjournment motion, Sir. 

Mf. PRESIDENT. The Chair has received notice of an adjournment 
motion which runs as follows : — 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Jiahar to move that this Council do adjourn its business 
to discuss a definite matter of urgent public iinpoitance, namely, 
the situation created by the decision of the Government of Bengal 
to impose pre-censorship on all news and comments criticising the 
activities of the police force in this Province, as announced in a 
Government Press Note issued on the 21st April, 1947. 

1 have given my consent to it. Does the Gove'rnment object!^ 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May 1 know who is in charge of the 
Home portfolio in the Chief Minister’s absence? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The Hon’ble Minister for Finance. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But he is not here just at jiresent. He 
has just left, 1 see, })erha])s with your permission. 

(Hon’ble Finance Minister now entered the Chamber.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: This adjournment motion is with regard to the 
pre-censorship of publications in the jiress, and the Chair has given its 
consent to it: Does Government object to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. My point is that this 
adjournment motion should have been moved the day before yesterday when 
the, House met. This is not the first day. Sir, that the House is meeting 
since the publication of the Press note. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but the point is this: The House met on that 
day no doubt, but it liad to be adjourned because very few members were 
present due to tlie ditficiilty of transport. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The House however met and this 
adjournment motion should have been at least raised on the floor of the House 
that day : I do not know how it can come up today, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair holds that it has not lapsed because that 
was a day of unprecedented circumstances under which members had real 
diflSculty in getting transport. 

The Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But Government were willing to 
arrange for transport for the opposition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But you Hubsequently went back on this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case, members were not present in sufficient 
numbers and the Chair realised the difficulty of the members in attending 
the meeting on that day. There were only a very few members both on the 
Government side as well as on the opposition. So the House had to be 
adjourned. I do not think more than just a quorum was present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: A quorum was present, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but not more than just a quorum. As there 
i.s objection the honourable members who are in favour of the motion being 
admitted will please rise in their seats. 

(After the members rose in their seats.) 

The requisite number has stood, so the House give consent to the motion — 
the motion is admitted. I propose to take up the motion on Monday, when 
shall w© begin? Shall we begin at 1-15 p.m. or 1-30 p.m.P Mr. Morgan. 
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Mft G. MORGAN: I suggest not earlier than 1-30 p,m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact it has been brought to my notice that 1-15 
causes inconvenience to some members. Shall we agree "to 1-30? 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then the motion will be taken up at 1-30 p.m. on 
Monday next. Secretary. 

Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following messages 
have been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

1. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary 
Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council without any amendments. 

N. Amix, 

Speaker , Bengal Legislative Assembly I' 

,2. “The Ben^»tjl Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Local Self-dovernment Associations 
(Recognition) Amendment Bill, 1940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assembly I' 

3, “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Cattle Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assembly 

4. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1945 as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assembly 


Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we shall take up Resolutions. Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s Resolution regarding Muslim University was under discussion on 
the last day and Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal was in possession of the House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, the other day I was speaking 
on this Resolution moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed about the foundation of a 
Muslim university in Bengal. I rise to oppose the Resolution moved by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. When the tension between the two major communities 
in Bengal is showing signs of being raked up in spite of the appeal of the 
leaders of both the communities and when the minorities were feeling that 
their cause was being neglected a Resolution of this nature should not have 
been brought before this House, It is true that the piajor community 
although greater in numerical strength is comparatively weak in education 
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and may ask for greater facilities. But what class forms the major portion 
of the entire community? It is the poor men living in the villages. In 
spite of the difference of religion these poor people in the villages form one 
class economically. It is they who are more in need of education. The 
light of modern education should be extended to them as quickly as possible 
to make them socially and politically conscious. Instead of diverting the 
entire attention for the education of the masses the question of education 
of the children of the m7)neyed and propertied people is being pushed to the 
forefront with the object of sidetracking the great task ahead. It may be- 
that the educated and conscious common men refuse to agree to act as a 
tool in the hands of designing men. I am subject to correction if I say 
that a fear of this nature is at the back of such a resolution. The other 
day the Finance Minister sought to shelve the question of a grant to the 
Calcutta University for scientific research to s]>are money for the education 
of the common people. The Education Minister cherishes the idea of 
inaugurating free primary education in some districts. It is strange that 
a member of their party is running counter to the wishes of their stalwarts. 
The ('hief Minister and some of his following is crying hoarse for joint 
responsibilities of both the communities of Bengal on terms honourable ta- 
each one of tliem. The hand of co-operation was grasped with both hands. 

Is this the beginning of that much-circulated honourable settlement and 
co-operation by starting a university on communal lines based on religion 
only. If more universities are required in Bengal start as many as nossible* 
but none on communal lines. Let the universities accommodate all with 
greater facilities for the less advanced. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed cited instances where some eminent Europeans jdeadeci 
for starting Mirslim universities. It is not possible to say exactly what did 
they mean in the absence of the context. If Mr. Nur Ahmed’s (luotutions- 
are correct, which 1 think they are, the European gentlemen only followed 
the then time-lionoured policy of divide and rule of the Government of 
England with respect to India. There has been a change in the outlook 
and policy and the old utterances of those gentlemen need not be taken) 
seriously at present. 

Regarding the Saddler Commission sent to India about a (juarter of a 
century ago, I like to point out that commissions are set uj) to devise ways- 
and means to meet the situation for the time being. The recommendations^ 
lapse with the change of circumstances. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed gave figures stating that larger number of Muhammadan^ 
students were in the lower classes but the number dropped considerublv 
the higher classes. This was the state of affairs many ^'ears ago. Now 
the position is much better. (The Hon ble Saiyed Mpazz^muddin Hosain r 
No.) Mr. Kabir regretted the fall in the number of Muhammadan students 
in higher classes due to economic causes. 1 am sorry I am to comment in 
his absence. But I look upon it from a different angle. Expense on English 
education has alwavs been looked upon as a sort of investment. This 
education did not help in the progress of cultivation of land and hence* 
cultivators of all sections did not get any impetus. It gave money to th^ 
middle class. As long as this education gave profitable returns through 
jobs and professions more and more money was invested on it. At 
\)eginning the Hindus somehow or other got the best returns and they 
jumped headlong into this business casting aside their ancestral callings. 
Now the Muhammadans are being provided with jobs and they are getting « 
good return for their investment and so is the cry for more university 
education. And, in fact, more Muhammadan students are now in schools- 
and colleges, and better university results are now seen amongst Muham- 
madan boys and girls. The tendency towards general education has been 
great. Technical education is still not very popular because the field of 
jobs in the general line is still wider than the technical. I do not know 
if my views are shared by this House. But I think colleges and universities 
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exclusively for technical training should be started now and without delay 
as we shall require a large number of technical men in the free India which 
is in sight. 

Mr. Badrudduja in his hurricane speech spoke highly of Islam. Certainly 
great men of advanced thought called prophets or sages propounded the 
philosophy usually called religion which has universal application. It is 
meant for the right thinking men to mobilise and fight against anything 
evil that surrounds human beings at any moment. Religion gives strength 
and courage. It fosters honesty in every .sphere of life and hence every 
religious philosophy stands on the pivot of non-violence. As soon as a 
religion fails to bring the common man to the status of a truly honourable 
man, as soon as a religion is perverted and misused in the hands of its 
votaries it is replaced by a more advanced philosophy to meet the changed 
circumstances. That is why newer philosophy in the name of religion has 
rei)Iaced the old and the worn-out one from time to time. Mr. Badrudduja 
spoke feelingly about the generosity of Islam. I share his views. But 
exj)erience in India with the followers of that great religion has been very 
sa<l. Religion has biought out peoples into one fold of comradeship and 
has given power to the powerless, llut as soon as power is converted into a 
political power and a property in the name of kingdom is brought under 
oonirol this religion is sidetracked and made to play a difierent role. In 
the hands of powerful and power-loving jiersons, in the hands of monied and 
propertied men the same religion serves as an instrument to divide the 
people and acts as a dead weight to crush beneath it the Gaining soul of a 
nation. Time has come to revise the old order and break through the hard 
crust to release the potential energy of the nation. Bullock-carts were 
necessary when there were no roads w’orth the name. But with the develop- 
ment of roads newer and more efficient v'ehicles took their place. Similarly 
the old bullock-carts in education and religious metln)ds requiie replacement. 
Modern colleges and universities should be designed to train u]) boys and 
girls to fit in with the advancement of the time. It is futile to suffocate the 
growing nation under the old and w'eather-beaten system. Lastly, if today 
the question of forming a Muslim university is raised on the ideal of the 
Aligarh University tomorrow there is every possibility of the question of 
starting a university on the ideals of the Benares L^niversity being raised, 
and every small community living in Bengal might be prompted to demand 
a separate university for itself. Thus a continuous demand and counter- 
demand would certainly push back the great task of the education of the 
masses of this province and automatically divide India into so many warring 
<;amps leading to chaos and nothing else. Bengal shall have to import 
technical men from outside the province and starvation would be the only 
reward which the boys and girls of Bengal could expect out of this chaos. 

I hope therefore that this resolution will be rejected by the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOS8AIN; Mr. President, 
Sir, the resolution so ably moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed certainly 
deserves the sympathetic consideration of (xovernment. (jovernment how- 
ever has not vet taken any decision on the point and it is of the opinion that 
a very respectable Committee of educationists of India should be set up in 
•order to go into the (piestion thoroughly and give advice as to how and 
where a Muslim university or universities should be established in Bengal, 
and whether it would be of real benefit to the Muslims of Bengal. Govern- 
ment has practically decided on setting up such a committee and we are 
already in correspondence with the Aligarh and Osmania I: niversities and 
they will be represented on" that committee. I think Government will be 
able within a month to set up the committee and the committee will be ask- 
ed to report on the terms of their reference within three months. After that 
Government will consider the university should establish and where it should 
be located. 

Sir, the opposition has raised the (question that a Muslim university in 
Bengal would be antagonistic to the interests of the people of Bengal in 
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^neral. This is a matter in which different people hold different views. 
There are, however, several universities in other provinces of India itself. 

If the United ProvincCvS could have 5 universities I do not see why Bengal 
cannot have universities of that number and if communal universities like 
the Aligarh University and the Benares University could have been establish- 
ed, why not a communal university in Bengal also? I do not see any reason 
to the contrary for the establishment of a separate university for different 
communities; for I ani*sure that friendship and feelings of amity would not 
be extinguished by such a university. As a matter of fact if people are 
properly educated in tlieir own culture and according to the peculiar ideals 
of their own civilisation and tradition they are more likely to grow up as 
good citizens and w'ill be able to get on with their neighbours in as friendly 
sjiirit or iirobably in a better spirit; as a matter of fact they should cease 
to wrangle witli each other and more and bett(‘r progress would be made if 
they were properly educated in their res])ective systems of education. In 
fact, a great Hindu tnlucationist of Bengal was suggesting to me the other 
day that instead of wrangling amongst ourselves it w’ould be far better to have 
separate universities or even separate school boards. 1 think, Sir, that 
this is not the opinion, of a single Hindu educationist, but there are 
many Hindu educationists who think that a separate univeisity for the 
Muslims instead of being a curse will lie a blessing to the ])eoj)le of the 
country. But I need not enter into that (|uestion. All I say on behalf of 
Government is that Government are seriously considering this ([uestion. 
They are going to set up a committee of respectable educationists of all- 
India fame wd»o will report on the question of the location of the imiversity 
in Bengal in about 4 or o months’ time, and then, the Government will take 
whatever decision is proper. The matter is fully appreciated that it is the 
demand of Muslims of Bengal and they are very serious about it on a(‘count 
of the various causes which need not be mentioned here. The Resolution 
will be very sympathetically considered. I may say that the principle of 
the Resolution is accepted but wdth regard to the details it wdll be worked 
out by the committee and then Government wiW determine what action they 
will take. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, at the very beginning w'hen I moved this most 
important Resolution from Muslim educational point of view I thought that 
all sections of this House w^ould support and not consider it from a communal 
point of view and would consider it from a cultural point of view' and as a 
real need of the Muslims of Bengal. But T am .sorry to find that a communal 
colour has been given to this most non-communal Resolution by some 
members of tlie Opposition. With regard to the question of finance raised 
by some members, in my Resolution I have made it (juite clear that early 
steps be taken by Government to establish a Muslim university on the line 
of Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special universities. Those 
who know the inner working of the Aligarh University know' that it is not 
a Government University and it was found by the subscription of the 
Muslim Nation of India and the Central Government only contribute an 
annual grant and also made a capital grant when this univtn'sity w'as first 
built up. My idea is that Bengal Mu.slim University will not be a Govern- 
ment institution. It will be an institution on the line of the Aligarh 
University and other such universities, so the a])prehensif)n in the mind 
of some members of this House that out of the 12 crores which would be 
contributed by the Central Government to Bengal, for education, a substan- « 
tial portion would be spent on that iiniversity, has no foundation. That 
apprehension was not justified. My idea is that this institution will be an 
autonomous university and that Government w'ill lielp it wdth a capital as 
well as an annual grant. Now, Sir, the .secoml point raised by another 
member of the Opposition was that a communal fiuestion has been raised 
by this Resolution. Today, he is not present in the House otherwise 1 
would have asked him to look to his guru Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who is 
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a product of a very orthodox Muslim university, namely, Deoband Madrasah. 
There are other great Muslims such as Hussain Ahmed Medini, Ahrars who 
are the products of a separate orthodox Muslim university, namely. Madrasah. 
I would ask him to read the history of Islam and to see why it spread so 
rapidly. Large portion of the globe, large portion of the world was 
converted into Islam within a short space of 70 years' time from the death of 
its founder and why? Because the culture of Islam is so noble, so 
magnificent, so tolerant. Within 70 years it spread to a large portion of 
the world. Unfortunately, India was not ruled in the true spirit of Islam. 
Arabs did not rule over India. Persons who are the products of the Muslim 
universities would be most tolerant, most patriotic, most enlightened. They 
will be the best citizens and best friendly neighbours. They will protect their 
lives and property at the cost of their life. 

I also ask my friends on the opposite what about their Gurukul Hindu 
University. Is it not established for their own culture and tradition and 
also Hindu Benares University? There are 31, crores of Muslims in this 
province and they require a separate university. I am fortified by the 
quotations I cited when I first moved the resolution. The Calcutta University 
Commission as far liack as 1917-18 recommended the establishment of a 
separate Muslim University. I would appeal to my friends opposite not to 
oppose the resolution hut to accept the resolution in the spirit in which it 
has been moved. I would ask them what tliey would do it they were in the 
Government and the Muslims wanted a separate university of their own. 
For our own cultural freedom, we should have a separate Muslim University. 
Our demand is very reasonable and just. In Switzerland there are separate 
universities for the German, French, Italian and other nations. I also 
'q%oted the opinion of an European educationist. Mr. Sharpe, who said that 
to meet the Muslim demand there should be separate universities for them, 
for example at Dacca and Chittagong. Sir, I again appeal to the members 
of this House not to consider the question from a communal point of view. 
Sir, the Muslims today, both rich and ])oor, both literate and illiterate are 
at one in demanding a special centre for the development of their culture, 
for the revival of their tradition and their history where they may grow up 
to their full stature. Now their growth is cr.am])ed and obstructed and 
impeded by the cramping atmosphere of the modern university. Sir, in this 
respect I allude to the quotation from Mr. M. N. Roy’s famous book 
* ‘Historic Role of Islam” wherein he has written that though the Muslims 
and the Hindus have been living in this land for nearly a thousand years 
the Hindus have miserably failed to reali.se Muslim culture, appreciate their 
feelings and sentiments and their historical revolutionary role in Bengal. 
I also allude to the famous book “India” by A1 Beruni the famous inter- 
national traveller in the 13th century and he has written that very beautiful 
book on India in which he compares the culture of vedic civilization and 
Islam and has cited instances to show that teachings of both are the same. 
A1 Beruni has studied Hindu culture thoroughly and 1 would commend his 
book for the study of my friends. I ask my learned Hindu friend over there 
to study Islamic history to know what it says about their culture and 
sentiments and the seeming hatred now noticeable between Hindus and 
Muslims will vanish into thin air and we will have mutual regard for each 
other. Such an atmosphere should prevail and therein lies the solution of 
Hindu-Muslim 'problem. I again appeal to the House to support this 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, to the Resolution “That this Council 
is of opinion that the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to take 
very early steps to found a Muslim university in Bengal on the lines of the 
Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special universities of the 
wond and to enact suitable legislation for that purpose” an amendment has 
been moved. I shall put the amendment to vote first and if that amendment 
is defeated then I shall put the original motion to vote. 
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Now the ttuestioii before the House is that the following amendment be 
made to the Resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed T namelj^ : — 

“That for all the words beginning with “found a Muslim university in 
Bengal” and ending with “for that purpose”, the following be substituted, 
viz. : — 

“secure the advancement of MuslinTeducation in Bengal specially with 

w a view to enable the Muslim community to make up their lee-way in 
scientific and* technical education by providing lor free tuition, 
boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and 
technologies for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 
per cent, marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta 
University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, Dacca and the 
grant of suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of 
two educationists nominated by each of the Universities of 
Calcutta and Dacca.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, 1 shall put the original motion to vote, 
namely, that this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
be strongly urged upon to take very early steps to found a Muslim university 
in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special 
universities of the world and to enact suitable legislation for tliat purpose. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move the resolution that stands in my 
name with a correction; for since I gave notice of my resolution, the aalt 
duty has been abolished; therefore, with your pennission I would lik#Ho 
omit the words “duty on salt” which occurs in it. My resolution would 
accordingly run thus: — 

I beg to move that this Council is of opinion that the Government of 
Bengal be strongly urged upon to make an immediate representa- 
tion to the Government of India to allot and pay, year by year, 
to the Province of Bengal at least three-fourths of the revenues 
accruing to the Central Exchequer year by year, from (-entral 
excise duties and full amount of duty on jute, levied and realised ir 
Bengal by the Government of India by a suitable legislation oi 
otherwise*^ as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935. 

Sir, it is an admitted fact that Bengal’s finances are in a most unsatis- 
factory condition and the province requires additional sources of revenue 
to make up the deficit. Bengal has long been treated in a step-motherly 
fashion by the Centre. Bengal has cried for justice but justice has always 
been denied to her by the Centre and by other provinces. Bengal is a 
province with the largest population in India with it.s great industries anc 
the Port of Calcutta, and therefore it requires enormous sums of money tc 
meet the ever-growing needs of development for the benefit of the masses 
of Bengal. Sir, it is a known fact that jute is practically a monopoly oi 
Bengal, for Bihar and Assam grow but small quantities of jute. So jut« 
duty should have been a provincial subject and shouhl have remained witl 
the Province of Bengal, but it is, a great part of it at any rate, being takei 
away by the Centre, although jute is a monopoly of Bengal. Bengal hai 
therefore been unjustly treated. At the time of this settlement Benga 
wanted the full amount of the duty realised from jute, but as a result 9 
the Meston Award it was only allotted half the proceeds, though later on 
the Niemeyer Award increased the percentage of 50 to 62 U When thi 
allocation was being made by Sir Otto Niemeyer the Bengal Governmen 
fought very strongly for full payment of the duty to Bengal. But noi 
when Bengal want more money Bengal should have the full amount of th 
jute duty. The demand made to the Centre to give us the whole duty is 
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i 'ust demand. Sir, I have given figure and made a statement*to show how 
Jengal has been very unjustly treated in connection with the allocation of 
revenue. At the time of Meston Award Bejigars whole revenue was 
calculated to be 25 crores. But Bengal w'as left with Rs.7 crores, that is 
only 25 per cent., while Madras out of Rs.20 crores get 40 per cent, and 
other provinces 60 per cent. But at the time of the Neimyer Award some 
justice was done and a little increase in the percentage was given. Bengal 
at the time when Meston Committee met, used to realise about 28 crores 
as income tax. Now according to some calculation the amount has been 
raised to 100 crores but Bengal gets only 20 per cent., as compared to 
Bombay which although contribute smaller sum get a equal percentage. 
One of the Bengal’s other difficulties is there being permanent settlement 
its revenue is inelastic. It is hot expanding, as in the case of Punjab and 
other provinces. As regards excise duty it is also most inelastic. In 
Bengal unless the perniunejit settlement is abolished no income will come. 
So Bengal is handicapped in every matter. With regard to the nation 
building subjects Bengal’s expenditure is 14 per cent, whereas in Punjab 
and Madras the expenditure on nation building subjects is about 86 per 
cent. — 86 per cent, against 14 per cent, of Bengal. In spite of fertile land 
of Bengal and density of ])opulation Bengal is handicapped in this respect. 
So my Resolution is a simple one. I want the Central (lovernment to do 
jtifttice to Bengal by agreeing to pay the full amount of duty on jute, levied 
and realised in Bengal by the^ Government of India by a suitable legislation 
or otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of India 
Act. Sir, the Calcutta port is the greatest port in India. So Bengal can 
rightly ask for a larger portion of the excise duty from the Centre. I do 
not think any opposition should be made. But unfortunately I find that 
•rcfSfently there is a tendency on the part of the Opposition to oppose any 
suggestion from this side to ask for grant from the Centre. I ‘appeal 
to the House to support this Resolution which ask for justice only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that ihis Council is of opinion that 
the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to make an immediate 
representation to the Government of India to allot and pay, year by year, 
to the province of Bengal at least three-fourths of the revenues accTuing 
to the Central Exchequer, year by year, from Central excise duties and full 
amount of duty on jute, levied and realised in Bengal by the Government 
of India by a suitable legislation or otherwise as contemplated in section 
140 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would like to oppose this resolu- 
tion. My grounds are these: I am not at all in favour of increasing the 
financial strength of a communal Government. This is my view. The way 
they have dealt with the finances of Bengal for the last JO years is simply 
amazing. It will be remembered that in 1937 the income was 12 crores or 
thereaboiit and we managed to balance our recei])ts as well as expenditure. 
At that time Bengal was indebted to the Centre to the tune of Rs.8 crores. 
The Government of India actually wrote off the amount and placed the 
finances of this province in such a way that Bengal could start with a clean 
slate. Four years went in this way. Government of Bengal used to manage 
with the income. Then the revenue rose from 16 crores to 22 crores and 
at that time the expenditure w^ent up by 10 crores that is to about Rs.33 
crores. Then next year the income rose to 30 crores the expenditure went 
up to Rs.40 crores. Then we have come to the present year when we find 
our income is about 4(1 crores and our deficit amounts to Rs.25 crores. Last 
year 13 crores and this year 12 crores. That is the way our finances are 
Wng dealt with. Sir, a strong memorandum has been sent to the Govern- 
ment of India by the Bengal Legislative Assembly showing how the present 
communal Government is playing ducks and drakes with the finances of 
Bengal, showing how they do not deserve any help whatsoever from the 
Centre in any way. Whenever they got money in their hands they knew 
how to squander them away for the support of their own followers, also in 
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clkemes wliith^are reallj’ communal and liad nothing to do with the general 
^ood of the masses. This being the situation I am not at all in support of 
my scheme which will give more money at the hands of the communal 
^lovemment unless the whole' structure of this Government is changed. 

It dias been said that representation should be made to the Government 
if India to get hold of the entire amount (^‘ jute duty. Now, Sir, they are 
getting a certain percentage — a good percentage on that account of jute. 
They are also getting a substantial amount from income-tax. Ilut they are 
iquandering away the m^ney tor which in som.e instances no vouchers even 
vere kept and for which the Auditor and the Accountant-General had to- 
ye critisized. Therefore so long as they do not .spend moneys tor llie better- 
nent of the condition of the general masses of the people and .so long as. 
hey do not give evidence of having shed communal partialily, I cannot 
lupport any .such resolution, which will seek to jilace more money at the 
lisposal of this Government. They are .squandering away llengar.s finances 
ight and left. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the resolution. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I was surprised that. Mr. Nur 
Vhmed moved this resolution.' We all know that the party to which 
Ir. Nur Ahmed belongs will never ask any subvention from the Cential 
jroveinment because their party says that they do not want to be with the* 
Jnion of the Central Government of India and that they want a separate 
Bengal absolutely out of the control of the Central Government. Such 
leing the case why should a member of that party want their own Govern- 
nent to go to the (^entral Government with a beggar'.s bowl. It is really 
■idiculoiis that a member of the Muslim League Party which really be]ieve.s 
u the separate existence of Bengal should at the same time def>ire that tlnl| 
iluslim League Government should approach the Ontral Government saying 
hat they require this sum and that .sum for this and that. 1 really cannot 
ollow this logic and so T was surprised when Mr. Nur Ahmed moved this 
resolution. Sir, at least I do not feel I should oppose this resolution inas- 
iiuch as every Government, every institution and every province would 
ike to have more money flow into their coffers to improve the condition of 
the people. Sir, if the Government of Bengal gets more money, really to 
mprove the condition of the masses certainly we should not grudge it, but, 
i.s our esteemed friend Mr. Dus put it and explained it to the House, we 
lo not want more money to be put into the hands. of the present Government 
here which has failed to do any real service to the country. For the last 
10 long years we do not find that the Government has in any way helped the 
people of Bengal, helped in the improvement of the Province as a whole. 
When they are getting comparatively more money they have not corres- 
pondingly provided more facilities to ameliorate the condition of the people 
)f the province. They have not done anything of the kind. They have 
'eally played ducks and drakes with the money placed in their hands; they 
tiave squandered away the money of the Provincial Exchequer. Even with 
the increase in the revenue they have never been able to balance the budget. 
Always we have found that the Provincial Exchequer i.s a deficit Exchequer. 
Always we have found that the Bengal Government i.s short of money 
during all these 10 long years when the Government has been in the hands 
of the party to which the present ministry belongs. Sir, in these circum- 
stances we do not feel that we should even support this measure, that we 
should ask for more money from the Central Government because we know 
the money will be squandered away; the money will be spent in any manner 
they like, to help one communal party against another and in yarious other 
manners and probably in an undesirable manner. The money might be spent 
on departments like the Civil Supplies Department where scandalous affairs 
^re going on, which the Hon’ble Mini.ster know.s and even the members of 
the other side of the House have expressed their views that on the Civil 
Supplies Department and such other uneconomic departments money is being 
squandered away and spent in useless channels. 
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Witk these words, Sir^ l^^pose th^ mcd^fgi^> 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ: Sir* I rfSe to support the resolution moved by 
Mr. Nut Ahmed. I fail to understand how^Mr. Nahar wants to pAt his 
case. He says that this^Muslim League Party should not have demanded 
any subvention from the Government of India because it wants independence 
for Bengal from the Indian Union, but it is due to ‘ the treachery of the 
other party which does not want freedom for Bengal, that this demand has 
got to be made. If we ask for a subvention from the Centre it is only for 
the time being; as soon as Bengal becomes independent, we will have our 
income-tax and customs duties and jute duties and other duties all to our- 
selves and shall not be required to part with any part of it to the Centre. 
At present the Central Government takes away half of the revenues of this 
province and that is. why this question of subvention comes in; otherwise, 
with an independent Bengal there will be no necessity for any subvention 
from any party. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has said that this is a communal 
Government and a communal party. Mr. Das does not perhaps understand 
that althougli apparently the Muslim League party is known as belonging 
to the Muslims only, yet it is a party for the welfare of the general masses 
of this province and not for the benefit of the Mussalmans only, whereas the 
party in the opposition is composed of big landlords and industrialists who 
have been sucking the blood qf all the masses in Bengal for all this time, 
Mussalmans, scheduled castes and other communities. They are not ashamed 
of their own communalism, they who have robbed us of all, and now that 
the League wants independence of Bengal from the Centre and which has 
done so much for the people, they call that party a communal party. 

With these words I again support the resolution. 

* The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Chairman, any proposal that 
aims at augmenting the financial resources of the province must be welcome 
to the Government and I accordingly welcome the resolution which has been 
moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed, So far as tlie question of duty on jute is con- 
cerned we do indeed get a certain percentage out of it. The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has already moved the Government of India and pressed our demand 
for getting the full amount of the duty. In my reply to the budget debate 
in this House I made it clear that if the money collected by the Centre from 
Bengal is given to Bengal, in full, there will be no deficit and we shall be 
quite comfortable, and shall have enough surplus to take up all kinds of 
progressive development in this province. Our grievance is that the Meston 
Award and, later the Niemyer Award, have done injustice to Bengal and 
other provinces are getting money at the cost of Bengal. Sir, Mr. Nur 
Ahmed has put in a resolution which is all too modest. He has asked only 
three-fourths of the duty, namely, 75 per cent, of the duty collected by the 
Centre as excise duty and other articles in this province. I think we are 
entitled to get the full amount of those receipts and not only a certain quota 
or percentage. I, therefore, do not understand why Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das and Mr. Nahar should oppose this legitimate demand on behalf of the 
province of Bengal. Mr. Das says that he is not in favour of finding 
increased financial resources for a communal Government. Sir, Mr. Das is 
talking with the tongue in his cheek when he is characterising this Govern- 
ment as a communal Government, (Mr. L.4lit Chandra Das: Not only a 
communal Government, but a over-communal Government.) I have already 
told the House once before that the Bengal Ministry is the most composite 
and the most broadbased Ministry in India. We have got in this Ministry 
representatives of the scheduled castes and of the Caste Hindus as well, 
but in the other Presidencies, namely, Madras and Bombay there is not only 
one party, but one community Government. So, if any Government can be 
called communal it is the Governments of Madras and Bombay because the 
Ministries there are composed only of Hindus. I can understand why 
Mr. Das should oppose this very legitimate demand. I need not however 
enter into any controversy about this which may not be strictly relevant but 
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it is a pity that being a Bengalee he does not -want to see her free and does 
not want her financial resources bein^ increased. It is indeed a ^reat pity. 

I can understand Mr. Nahar opposing this demand but not Mr. Das 
(Mf. Buoy Sinoh Sauaw : IVliat is the difference between a Nahar and 
a Das?) I cannot certain!}’ understand Mr. Das ojiposing to a proposition 
which will bring money for the benefit of Ihe people of this province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Because this new money will be s(iuander- 
P(1 and frittered away, and it will not go to the benefit of tlu' ])eoi)h' of the 
province 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Well, Sir, I do not want to take 
Lip more time of the House. But I may say that it the Besolution is acre])ted 
by the House necessary steps will be taken by the (Toverninent of Bengal 
to place the demand before the (fovernment of Imlia. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta): The (]uestion before the 
[louse is that this (V)uncil is of opinion that the (lovernment of Bengal 
je strongly urged upon to make an immediate rejiresentation to the Hovern- 
nent of India to allot and pay, year by year, to the provinc.e of Bengal at 
east three-fourths of the revL'iiues accruing to the Central E:xchequer, year 
[)y year, from Central excise duties and full amount of duty on jute, levied 
liid realis(‘d in Bengal by the (fovernment of India by a suitable legislation 
n- otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the (fovernment of India Act, 
IDdo. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE; I beg to move that this 
k)u nc.il is of ojunion that the existing system of making ])romotions in 
various ranks of Calcutta Ihilice on the recommendation of a Selection Board 

II which Hindus ])redoniiiiate has failed to safeguard the interests of the 

Ikluslini officers and uiges ujion (iovernment to a])]M)int an impartial body, 
!Uch as Public Service ('ommis.sion to le-examine with reference to smvice 

‘ecords the cases of all officers, whether ])romoted or not, which have been 

lonsidered by Selection Boards since 11)40. 

Sii', I consider this to be a modest lesolution which 1 ex])ect the oj)]>osi- 
ion will not opjiose. Pr(‘Viousl\ the system of making ])romotion.s 

11 the various lanks of the ( ahuitta IVdice was by fiolding (‘xamiiia- 
ion and as a it'sult of tht* L‘xaminatioii a list used to be dia\\n 

i]> of the ollicei-* who ])as.sed tli.it test, and ]iromot.ions usi'd to ho 
ija(h* svndinn in oidei' of imuit liom that list. But in 1000 a Selection 
ioaid was a|)|toiiiled which i^ ])i'<Miomina ted by Hindus ami since* IIkui it 
las been found that Mu'-lini offie'ern' legitimate lights have' b('(‘ii tiampleel 
own. In tills connection I ^\ould reieu to ])aragiapiis dated loth -lune 

044. 0117. (hited ITtli .)nl\ 104b, bib!), dated -Hst ttctohei' 10-40, ol tin' l^'thre 
nizittc from which it Avij] ajipear that in Calcutta Jbdice from 1011 to l!)4G 
s many as I'JO Snb-lns])ec1 oi s w<‘re ajijiointed oi promoted hnt out ot this 
23 Sub-Inspectors only 20 Muslims got the jnomotion and the* lest ueie ail 
lindus. From this state of atfairs it is ap]>aient that tin* h'gitimate laghis 
nd ])rivileges of the Muslim othceis .serving in the Calcutta Police' have 
een trampled down. In moving* this resolution 1 have math' a vei v moelest 
equest to have an im]>aitial hoelv such as tlie Puhlie Service ( bmuiission 
rhicb will eonimand the confidence of all the different sections in tfiis House 
0 examine all the cases and after examination if the\ find that the grh'vances 
re real to redress them. As I have said in the Selection Board the Hindus 
redominate my friends opposite will at once say tliat 1 have raised a 
ommunal issue. AVhen they speak of Muslims it is all national but when 
:e speak of Hindus it is all communal. That is the ruh. There are many 
Iiislims working in subordinate capacities in the different brandies of the 
ublic service and unfortunately their Hindu liovsses have seldom been found 
0 be generous enough to recominend for their Muslim subordinates’ lift in 
he various Departments. Here in Calcutta Police, they have to work under 
9 
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heavy pressure, what a str^iious efort have to mH-ke in protecting 

the life and propert^y oi4;heir ownsefves us welF as of the people when they 
go to bring a situation under control ’ However much we may speak against 
the police it is they who endangering their lives try to bring the situation 
under control. I appeal to my friends opposite that they should not oppose 
the resolution, because it does not mean anything wrong, only justice and 
fairness demand that there should be an enquiry into the injustice done to 
some persons in ignoring their claims to higher promotion. 

Sir, with these words, I commend my resolution for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta); Motion moved that this 
Council is of opinion that tlie existing system of making promotions in 
various ranks of ('alcuila Police on the recommendation of a Selection Board 
in whicli Hindus ])redominate has failed to safeguard the interests of the 
Muslim otticers and urges ujum (iovernment to appoint an impartial body, 
such as, Public Service ('ommission to re-examine with reference to service 
records the castes of all officers, whether promoted or not, which have been 
considered by Selection Boards since 1940. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion moved 
by iny friend Mr. Shahoodul Haque. It breathes rank communalism and 
it is mi.schievous. He has not supplied us with any material as to how this 
Selection Board in wiiich according to him, Hindus predominate actually 
failed to discharge their duties. This should have been proved by facts and 
figures but 1 am sorry to say that that has not been done. My friend should 
also remember that Calcutta is a non-Muslim city. It has only 2d per cent. 
Muslims and so it is a predominantly Hindu city and therefore it is not 
surprising that the Selection Board should consist of moie hlindus. But 
its present composition may not have even Hindu majoi'ity. AVe fail to 
understand why its work should be re-examined by the Public Service 
Commission. It seems to me, Sir, that there has been condemnation before- 
hand for nothing and by thus condemning the Selection Board it is desired 
that its action should be scrutinised and examined by the Public Service 
Commission. No wrong has been shown to have been done by them requir- 
ing the Public Service ('ommission to sit in judgment over them. The 
Public Service I'ommission has its own duties and they have been entrusted 
to make selection of officers of certain grades and to that extent only, if 
they so please, they may revise their own actions and see how far they are 
correct but they have no business to poke their nose into the affairs of the 
Selection Board under notice. Recently, Sir, we know what has been done 
without the autliority of the Selection Board. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, 
Sir, has actually imported into the ('alcuttu Armed Police about 900 Punjabi 
Muslims as constables. Did he get the consent of the Selection Board? AVe 
have not been yet told by the mover of the resolution whether in the matter 
of importing ihese 900 Punjabi Muslims and enlisting them in the armed 
section of the ('alcutta constabulary this Selection Board was at all 
consulted. From the notice which is appearing daily in the new.spapers 
I find notice in the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” even today — it appears that a 
further draft of Punjabi Muslims will be taken into the armed section of 
the Calcutta constabulary. AVho is doing all these? The question was put 
to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in the Assembly to explain why so many 
outsiders have been and are being brought in and the reply given by him 
was to the effect that it was necessary to bring about a balance in the ranks 
of the police foice to balance the non-Muslims there. Because there were 
about 1,200 Hindu constables armed as well as unarmed in the Calcutta 
constabulary they must be balanced by importing as many as 900 Punjabi 
Muslims and appointing them in the armed force. How outrageous ! This 
they have already done and they intend to import more. They have totally 
ignored the simple fact that (Calcutta is really a non-Muslim city where 
79 per cent, of the population are Hindus. In these selections, I ask the 
mover — where is the Selection Board? 



1947.] AlilbImNMETni eiT 

I submit, Sir, no case has .bcdlfi made out why the Selection Board should 
be damned beforehand. No facts^ hnd figures* hatre been placed before us. 
to show how they have failed in their chityl We. infer that there is this, 
attack by a communalist, that they are discharging their duties quite well and 
there is absolutely no reason why their action should be scrutinised by a 
foreign body such as the Public Service Jf’ommission. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose this motion. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. NUR AHMED! Sir, I have no mind to (hdiver a long speech on 
this resolution. This lesolution, in my opinion, is a iiwolution which seeks 
justice for tliose Muslim officers in the (alcutta Police who feel tliat their 
just claims have been disregarded. Sir, in this re.solution the re([Uest is 
that the cases of thos(‘ Muslim officers .slmiild he i(‘-examined by the Public 
Service Commission, which is an impartial body. Cnfoitunately the words, 
“Hindus predominate” occur in the re.solution*. Of course I do not like to 
wound the feelings of my Hindu colleagues in any way. That is why I 
used the expression “non-Muslims” in place of “Hindus” in my resolution. 
Sir, I find that although we have all been living under the same sky, breath- 
ing the same air, conducting our.selves as good neighbours for more than a 
thousand years, now evil time lias come upon us and Ihere cannot be any 
denying the fact that today there is an atmospheia* of distrust and hatred 
amongst these two great communities who so long weie inhabiting this 
great land of India in peace and harmony. Sir, it is most unfortunate that 
Indians who have ever thought of the glorious past of India and of the 
glorious future of India should not think in terms of the independence of 
India : this is indeed a sorry state of affairs. Sir, my friend says it is a 
communal matter: Sir, whenever a community asks for justicis it is called 
communal, and not only communal, but also super-communal, excessive 
communal and something more. Except for the use of the words “Hindus 
predominate” which may be taken as a reflection on the great Hindu 
community there is nothing in this re.solution to show that it is a communal 
resolution. The resolution merely seeks justice for a section of officers who- 
are Muslims. What is wrong liere I do not know. My friend has also said 
that this city of Calcutta is not a Muslim city. I admit that the Hindus 
predominate in the city of Calcutta but there are Muslims here also and 
according to their own theory of the Hindus and Muslims forming one 
nation, where is the harm if one section of that nation seeks justice and 
asks tor review of their case by a special impartial tribunal.^ Is there 
any comnuinalism in it^ According to my friend’s theory Muslims and 
Hindus form one nation; so why should one grudge justice being done 
to the Mussalmans f Sir, time was when in Bengal Imtli the communities 
v^ere working peacefully together in spite of differences between these 
two great communities, but today anything which is done by the Muslim- 
predominant Ministry is looked upon with suspicion ami is given a bad 
name, and anything done or moved on this side of the House is 
called communal without looking into the merits and demerits, the pros 
and cons of the matter involed in it. Sir, I very much regret to say that 
it is this sort of mentality tliat is responsible for the springing up of the 
question of partition of India and Bengal. Had our fiiends actually done 
justice to the minority communities as they liave declan^l in meetings 
and resolutions there would have been no (juestion of Pakistan. Sir, even 
a great lover of India, both of Hindus and Mussalmans, (.'asey, had to 
admit that the great Hindu officers even diil not always do justice to the* 
Muslims. That is a great indictment against officers of the Hindu com- 
munity. I am sorry to say so but that is the opinion expressed by a great 
foreigner who was administratively and intimately connected with Bengal 
and who very recently left this province. I ask my friend to consider 
this resolution from the position of the mover of this motion and think 
what he would have done under similar circumstances. Sir, the Muslims 
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have suffered much during these 180 years of British rule ; they have not 
got justice and their just claims have been overlooked and neglected and 
they have been reduced to the position of hewers of wood and drawers of 
water troiri a ruling nation. Now^ there has been an awakening and they 
are demanding justice. But some of the members say that it is a com- 
munal Resolution. It is very unfortunate that communal colour is given 
in everything as if they have got a communal phobia, specially my learned 
friend Mr. Das always see something communal in every subject that is 
put before the House from lliis side. It is not a question of communalism. 
It is a question of justice, we are seeking justice for a certain i)ortion of 
the Muslim officers of the ('alcutta Police. With these words I support 
the Resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mft MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I suggest that the House be 
adjourned now as sufficient time is recjuired to reply to the Resolution. 

Mfi PRESIDENT; All right, the House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. 
on Monday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 28th April, 
1947. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2oth 
April 1947 : — 

(J) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid (.liowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowalhury. 

(4) Ml’. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Eazal Ellahi. 

(0) Mr. Mungturam .lai]niria. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhaminad Jan. 

(8) Mr. Hiimayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalaiiol)ish. 

(10) Th(* IIon’bl(‘ Mr. Tarak Nath Miikerjea. 

(11 ) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(12) Dr. Kumud Saukar Ray. 

(]-)) Mt-, Biswauath Roy. 

|14) Ml. Sw'il Eazle Habbi {'howdhur\’. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947^No. 33. 


^ The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 28th April, 1947, at 1-40 p.m., being the 
thirtv-third day of the First Session of 1947, ]jursuant to section ()2(2j(a) 
Groveriiment of India Act, 1935. 



President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasao Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
Chair. 


Oath of Members. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAIUMDAR: Sir, before the procetMlings of the House 
commence 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Members desiring to make and 
subscribe oath may do so now. 

The following member took the oath : — 

Mr. Alexailder McLaren. 


Transport facilities and curfew permits for Members. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of privilege, Sir 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I h live an alarming news to put 
before the House. Yesterday 1 had it on the authority of a recognised 
news service that lawlessness is prevailing in Bhola. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Das rose on a ])oint of piivilege 
and a point of privilege gets precedence over everything else. Y^es, Mr. 
Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, today, Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 
one of the members of our party who was to move the adjournment motion 
today, has been prevented from coming to the House. It is the privilege 
of the member of the Legislature or should be the privih^ge of the member 
of the Legislature to be free to attend and go out of the Council or the 
Assembly. In this partitmlar case by an order promulgated by the Govern- 
■tneiit he has been prevented from coming to this ('ouncil and move the 
^adjournment motion standing in his name. Under fhe ciicumstances we 
“^•Tant that tbe Government should give protection to the members of the Legis- 
lature so that they may freely come to the Legislature and go back. Now, 
we want that the business he adjourned till he is allowed freely to come 
here and begin the work. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my submission in this connection 
would be that our membershiii cards may be treated as permits as suggested 
Lby the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, on the last occasion. 

fe *■ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the Hon’ble Minister pdease state what ho 
proposes to do with regard to the curfew permits. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I may again state what I have 
already stated for the information of the Hon’ble Minister as he was not 
ppeaent then. 
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I was saying, Sir, that it is the privilege of the member of the Legisla- 
ture to come to the Legislature and go back to his awn bouse without 
obstruction from any quarter whatsoever. This privilege is not being 
observed at all. In this particular case one member of our party, Mr. Bijoy 
Singh Nahar, has been prevented from coming to the Legislature by an 
order of Government — by the curfew order. I say, Sir, that Government 
should see to it that so .far as the Members are concerned they couJd com^ 
freely to the Council and go back to their respective homes 'Aithout any 
obstruction from any quarter so long as the House sits or so long as if 
pleases the Government to continue the sittings of the House. And* 
secondly, Sir, I would urge that, as Mr. Nahar could not come to-day tc 
move his adjournment motion on account of the curfew order suddenlj 
imposed in Jiis area the business of tJie House to-day should be post|^ne<i 
till the day he is enabled to come freely and go back. ^ 

The Hon^ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALl! I am really sorry for the ijit^on- 
venience caused to the members of the Legislature. Government Wtve 
decided to order for the issue of curfew passes to members of the Legislature 
to eriable them to come to the J^egislatures and to go back to their homes, 
but it will necessarily take a day or two to arrange for the printing, etc., 
of these permits but the decision lias been made. I was at Lai Ba/ar this 
morning and 1 had' a discussion with the Commissioner of Police and it Las 
been decided to grant curfew passes to members of the Legislature so as 
to enable them to come to the Legislature for legislative work and to go 
back to their respective homes. 

As regards the business of the House on the Order Paper of to-day we 
shall have no objection if it is taken up to-morrow. The information was 
conveyed to me regarding Mr. Nahar’s inability to come to the House but 
it was very late. I think Mr. Rashid, acting Chief Whip of the Upper 
House, was requested to arrange for his transport but I do not know what 
he has done because I have just come to the House and I was under the 
impression that he was trying to (‘ontact the Transport Department for a 
transport to be sent to Mr. Nahar. Evidently there was not much time 
within which to arrange this and to enable Mr. Nahar to be ])resent when 
the House met to-day. Necessarily it may take some time to arrange this 
and if it will inconvenien(*e the members of the House and waste their time 
unnecessarily till Mr. Nahar came we on this side of the House shall have 
no objection if this subject is taken up to-morrow. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: In this connection may 1 make a sug- 
gestion, Sir, that the Membership Cards may be treated as curfew passes in 
the meantime. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: What I would suggest to the Government, 
when there is this trouble going on in the city and there is all this difficulty 
in attending the Council — without doing anything at all — is to have the 
Council adjourned just now to have a short monsoon session instead of this 
stupid sort of .sessions we are having now. We do not know whether we arp 
going to work to-morrow. Something may happen — there may be more 
killings and stabbings and consequently more curfews. Life is not worth 
living and we cannot apply our mind to anything. In these circumstances 
1 suggest that the Council be adjourned now till say July and if the 
Government will fix a 4-week session then we can get all the legislative 
business done in no time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is very hot too now. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I would like to support the observa- 
tions made by the I.eader of the European Group. Indeed, Sir, looking 
at the abnormal conditions in Calcutta now not only do I support the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Morgan but I would go further and say that the House be 
prorogued, adjourned sine die. Of course there are many Bills to be taken 
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up but it is impossible now because apart from the question of the difficul- 
ties in the way of the members attending the Council life in Calcutta has 
almost become unbearable. Just when one goes to sleep he does not know 
what will happen at night and in the morning he may find that he cannot 
move out of his house, curfew having been enforced in that area for some- 
thing untoward that happened in the night. This is certainly not a mode 
of life in which any member can apply his mind to any work at all, and 
I think the other sid^ will also agree with me and are unanimously of the 
view that the House ought to be prorogued till better times came. 

MTi LALIT CHANDRA DAS; May I make an alternative 

suggestion? The alternative suggestion is this. It the Government 

ig so very anxious that the legislative work sliould he continu- 

ed and should go on uninterruptedly we may h(‘ taken to Dar- 
jeeling in the same manner as the V. P. G '.vernment has taken 
all the members of the U. P. Legislature to Naini Tal. Take us to Darjeel- 
ing; we are ready; otherwise we support what has been stated by 

Mr. Morgan. 

MTi PRESIDENT; Darjeeling is not very pleasant at present. There 
are troubles. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABiSH; I have just come from 
Darjeeling; it is not so hot as you suppose, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, 1 must record my most 
emphatic i)rotest against the unkind exinession used by Mr. Morgan. He 
used the expression “stupid session*’. Government cannot ])ermit hooligunu 
and miscreants to paralyse the legislative activities ot Government. There- 
fore, we cannot agree either to adjournment oi- prorogation of the House 
when we have such emergency legislations on the anvil. So far as the 
question raised by the Leader of the Opposition is <‘oncerne(l, 1 would like 
to endorse the views expressed by you, Sir, sometime back that in an emer- 
gency the House should rather be always in session and we cannot avoid 
oiir responsibilities and go away without discharging them, simply because 
some stray incidents occur in the city. Therefore, I reijuest you, Sir, to 
accept this ])oint of view and not to press either for adjournment or proroga- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one point more and that is about ])roviding 
tians])ort for honourable members. 1 think this matter has been hanging 
fire for some time. Not all honourable members are in ])Ossessioii of cars 
and even if curfew jiermits are made available to them they miglit find it 
difficult even then to attend meetings of this House. They should therefore 
be provided with sufficient transport facilities. 

Th6 Hon’bl6 Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Is it then suggested that transport 
should be made available as well as curlew permits tor all honourable 
members? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I think leaders of the different groups miglit supply 
the Parliamentary Secretary with a list of membeis who wamld require 
transport with their places of residence. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have already submitted one such 
list : probably it is in possession of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI:' The list should be a compre- 
hensive one, containing a list of those members who want transport. 1 
would also like to have a list showing the names of members who have cars 
of their own and simply required curfew permits, ilie idea being that they 
need not get any transport. Curfew permits wull cover only the vehicles in 
which they travel and will not be personal to them, (birfew permits will be 
available tor the tran.sport vehicle only and it will cover all the per.sons in 



622 TKANSPOBTrFACILITIES. [ 28 th Apeil, 

the vehicle. There will be no necessity for curfew permits for each mem- 
ber travelling in that vehicle. Those curfew permits must mention the 
number of the vehicle also. I do not think a separate permit can be issued 
to each member. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: But suppose, Sir, there is a breakdown in the 
service; then what happens? And if he finds himself in a curfew area? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
kindly listen to me? Suppose, a member is travelling by tram and he has 
no permit with him, and that tram car service breaks down. What will 
happen to the member in this case? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I reply to that point? It is really a })er8onal 
privilege and I hope Government will issue permits b} name and make 
them available to honourable members personally ; that would simp] if v 
matters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I hope you will realise, Sir, 
that Government are going to arrange transport and that is really satisfyingj" 
one of their privileges. ^ ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there is one difficulty. As pointed out by 
Mr. Biren Roy, there may be a breakdown of the conveyance, or on a parti- 
cular day his car is not available. Will he in that case attend the meeting 
or not? It is a member’s privilege to attend meetings of the Jjegislaturc, 
it is the most important privilege attached to the membership of this House 
and I ho])e Government will see that members are not in any way incon- 
venienced in attending meetings or returning to their houses. 

The Hotl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Government cannot take 
steps on hypothetical suggestions made by Mr. Biren Roy. Anything may 
happen, but we will go on the piesumption that there is no breakdown; nor 
is it to be sui)posed that the car in the posse.ssion of Mr. Roy will sustain 
a breakdown. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUZA: It is not a hypothetical suggestion. It i.s 
quite possible that in some cases there may be a breakdown of the car or it 
may be the car has been sent to the workshop lor repairs and in such erses 
we have to come by hackney carriage. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The driver may not be available because he is living- 
in an area where curfew has been declared 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: It may happen, Sir, that a particular 
member may have one car for his own use and another for his son and it 
may be that his own car is engaged in that case he will not he able to use 
the car unless he has the curfew ]»ermit in liis own name. So if you issue 
one permit for one car he cannot use the other car 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The permit may he used for the 
alternate car. But we cannot come to a final decision now. We can 
examine it but cannot give effect to this now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \\ hat is there to examine 1 cannot understand. I 
hope Government can manage it without much examination and much loss 
of time. It is a ])rivilege of members of tlie J legislature to come to the 
House and to return home freely. So the jiermit should not be attached to 
particular vehicles hut the permits should be issued to members personally. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May we know what is the answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give you an answer 
offhand. But I may say that it is only because Government respect the 
privilege of the member of the House that is why they have arranged for 
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the issue of permit. We are already arranging for facilities for members 
to attend the Legislature in view of the ditticulty and when we wanted to 
issue vehicle permit I think members should realise that it covers all cars. 
Now that the members want to have individual permit we shall have to 
examine it fiom that point of view. 1 do not see any reason why it should 
not be possible to have such permits but' we shall have to examine it. 

Mr. LALIT CHAliPRA DAS: In that case, Sir, till the matter is 
decided better adjourn the House. We cannot take risk at every step. 
Government ought to have sufticient respect for the members of the House. 
It is the privilege of the member to attcml the House freely and Govern- 
ment are to see that that facility is available. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All right, Sir . 


Disturbances at Bhola. 

^ Mr. HARiDAS MAZUMDAR: Sii-, 1 draw your aUi'ntiou to the 
iiarming state ot things going on at Jlliola and lawl(‘ssncss is prevailing in 
"Hhola now. S(»me persons are secretly tiaining the UvS(‘ of hit In play and 
other things and standing crops behmging to certain community are being 
looted and there are cattle lifting — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W hat is that you are reading fromy 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am reading irom a United Press 
message. It was puldishi‘d in tin* various ])apers >('st(‘rday. I think, Sir, 
the attention ol the (iovernineiit has bctoi drawn to tin* intormation pub- 
lished yesterday. May J know what stcj)s (ioveninnuit aie going to take 
to che(;k this lawlessiu*ss theic trom spreading it to otliei’ parts of the 
district. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sn, 1 ha\(* not received any 
official report rc'garding wliat has been stated by Mi'. Mazumdar. I shall 
make an enquuy into tlu' niatt(‘r and J hope 1 shall be in a jcosition either 
tomoriow or the day after — [lossibly tomorrow — to make a statement. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I propose to give notice of a short- 
notice question regarding this incident. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: You cannot have both. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, as the Hon’ble Minister has alieady 
said that lie would make a statement tomoiiow, 1 do not think you neetl put 
in a short-notice question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Without prejudice to the other adjourn- 
ment motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Other adjournment motions are not before the 
House. You cannot take up other adjournment motions until the one 
admitted has been disposed of. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-dO p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 1-30 i).m. on Tuesday, the 29th 
April, 1947. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting, held on the 28th 
April, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Eric Dennot Doyne, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Kllahi, 

(8) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(9) Allhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, 

(12) Mr. J. B. Ninimo, 

(L8) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ra^, 

(14) Mr. Md. Taufiq, and 

(15) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 
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Th0 Hofl’bid Mfi MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am representing him. 

Mfi LALIT CHAN IMA DAS: Why? The. Home Minister is in (Jal- 
cntta and he has come oack from Delhi. 

Mr. BlilOY SINGH NAHAR: Apparently he is taking rest. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: He should he here, Sir, when this 
motion is being discussed and his department is concerned with it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One Hdn’ble Minister can represent another. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As it ooncerns his department he 
should be here, Sir, and he should not make himself conspicuous by his 
absence although he is in Cakutta. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The acting Home Minister is here taking notes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Tliat acting period is over; the per- 
manent incumbent has come hack, 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The acting Home Mini.ster also knows some- 
thing about the ati'air. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Bijoy ^^ahar. 

Adjournment Motioq. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, the situation created by the decision of the Government 
of Bengal to impose pre-censorship on all news and comments criticising' 
the activities of the police force in this province, as announced in a Gov- 
■^yiiment press note issued on the 21st April, 1947. 

President, Sir, the reactionary and communal Government of 
Bengal has added one more feather of misdeed to tlieir black cap hy issuing 
gagging order which takes away the liberty of the press. The order 
^i^vents the press from x'*^ihlishing anything criticising the acti- 
vities of the police, their actions or inactions, their services or dis- 
services, their civility or atrocity. If thus the polic-e is allowed to go on 
doing any sort of thing without any comment or criticism by the press or 
the jnihlic, I am afraid a virtual reign of terror will be created in the 
city of Calcutta where the law abiding citizens will be made to live in 
a state of perpetual terror and panic, and shall have to surrender to the 
whims and dictates of the police and shall have to swallow what the police 
do or act by saying “To hukum”. The misdeeds of the police forces have 
become saerosanc't in the eye of the communal Ministry. The order runs 
*|hus : — 

'*!*• 

♦ “The Government of Bengal have noted with deep concern the bitter 
attacks that have recently been launched in the press against 
members of the police force. Such action is bound to prejudice 
the recruitment, training, discipline and administration of the 
force and to undermine its morale. Now more than ever, an 
efficient and reliable police force is an absolute necessity for the 
well-being of the province. Government are determined that they 
will not permit the discipline of the force to be undermined by 
attacks in *the press. The matter is so serious that immediate 
action is called for. Government has accordingly felt that they 
hav^ no other alternative than to control the news relating to 
police activities appearing the press. They have accordingly 
deci^d to' iuipose pre-censofiship or «i|i news and comments cri- 
ticising the activities of the police force in Bengal, etc,” 
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an order ha^ no parallel in the history of administration of any 
civilised Government. The Ministry has surpassed its own records of black 
deeda by issuihpr this order of gagging the pre^s/ Sir, we all know what 
services the press gives to the people. Newspapers Ire i*eal nation-builders. 
They mould and shape the public opinion. They do not hesitate to bring 
out the truth before the public. They have by their honoest labour averted 
many a crisis which mi^^ht have overwhelmed the world. During the last 
decade the press has done immense service to our country and has contrir 
buted largely to the peace, progress and freedom of the country. During 
these hard days of communal frenzy, too, their contribution" has been 
none the less. They have sought to create a healthy atomsphere by 
appealing to the people to remain calm and to maintain law and order. 
Various methods have been suggested by them to the Government for 
quelling the disturbances. Their criticisms have been always helpful. 
They have always raised their voice of protest against this senseless killing 
and fmtricidal activities which never help us in gaining our political 
objectives. Arson, looting and murder are merely acts of frenzy; , they 
are no solution of political games that our leaders play. It is really 
through sincere efforts of the Bengal press that the riots have not spread 
a.s it was meant to be done by the intei*ested parties. And you are going 
to gag this press and thus to deprive the public of the benefits of their ser- 
vices.,, You want to whitewash the misdeeds of the police after letting 
ihem loose in the streets of Calcutta. You want the public to sufi'er without 
a protest even. The press wants to help and serve the public and you 
forcibly want to stop them from doing so. We know. Sir, the newspapers 
publish news which are true to their knowledge and based on ri?liable 
informations. Their editorials and comments are always constructive '^nd 
fair. Constructive criticisms are always welcome. Then why is the Gov- 
ernment so much afraid of criticism ^ AVe know that \our (Tf>vt‘rnment 
will never rise from its long slumber without the tnimiiet of publicity 
and propaganda. AVithout publicity and press report your Goverj^ 
ment would not know what is happening under your regime. 
ix)lice officers will never report their own misdeeds. Petitions of 
public will never reach your hands or will never be heard by youYf you 
are not whipped by publicity. If you gag the press wlio will give tl^ 
publicity y During the days of riot and cominnnul frenzy the administra- 
tion of hiw and order had failed to discharge its elementary diities to the 
people. The guardian of law and order have not been able to control the 
situation in this great city of Calcuttfi. AVhat is the cause? Arc the 
police really inefficient? Do they know their own business? Have they 
been maintained and paid for out of the taxes sucked out of the poor 
people’s blood only to commit atrocities on them? If they are inefficient 
and if they do not know their business then what is the Use of maintain- 
ing them at such a huge cost. If the press reveals these facts and point 
OUT the defects, the press is considered guilty by the guilty-minded Gov- 
ernment. Sir, if the police really mean their business, they can stop sucTi 
goondaism or stabbing within 24 hours. They know the persons doing these 
acts, they have lists of such goondas and badmashes, but they do not 
take any action against them because it seems that their instructions are 
such. Whenever they act, it is against the innocent public and not against 
the culprits. They arrest innocent people and the passersby and they will 
never find out the culprits even if they are pointed out. I would cite one 
instance to the House. On the 25th imstant Friday, one Earn Sarup Singh was 
stabbed to death in a bye-lane in Surendra Nath Banerjee Road. His son 
saw the assailant and recognised him and reported the same to the police. 
The culprit was not arrested. How then do you dhink that stabbing would 
stop? And when such incidents are published the press js accused of 
bringing the police to the hatred ftf the public, of demoralijfing the 
police. I cite another mmi — in Surendra Nath ^"'Banerii near 

Blockman Street corner there have been stabbing cases and the number 
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would be not less than ten by this time, some of #hich have since Jbeen 
proved fatal. Crackers have also been thrown and brickbats hurled 
from the same place. No action has been taken, not even any armed 
guard or watch has been posted there. In Hughes Road, Sir, the armed 
police entered the low built huts in a Dosat EvsteCj tortured, wounded the 
inmates and killed four persons and made a free use of their rifles and 
bayonets on these unfortunate victims. Streams of blood flowed out of 
the place. The most inhuman action that was committed there was that 
the poor women of the jdace were forced to drag out the wounded and dead 
bodies of their near and dear ones and to place them on police vans for no 
fault of theirs. It so happened that one prominent citizen of the locality 
was passing in his car. He saw the (^rime of the police and protested. 
He was ordered to clear out else he would be shot dead. He drove his car 
a few yards ahead and waited to see what happened next. Accidentally 
the police chief of the city of Calcutta was passing through the same place 
at that very time. The Commissioner of Police saw the brutality of the 
anneal guards. The gentleman also drew the attention of the Commissioner 
and requested him to stop the inhuman acts. But to his utter surprise 
the police chief, the preserver of law and order in the city, paid no heed 
and went away. And if Ihese incidents are published in the press the high 
morale of the Calciilia ])olice will surely be undermined. IQO, Harrison 
lioad incident is rather too familiar. The Hon’ble Minister of Law 
and Order has accused the public and the press alike for believing in the 
hearsay. According to him the whole matter is a myth and still he has 
prosecuted two of his most able newly imported policemen. Had there 
been no publicity this action would not have been taken. The fact .tliat 
the accused were arrested long after this incident goes to prove the 
cale— — ' 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir, the 
hon’ble member is going into a case which is suh-judicc and if he is given 
the latitude ihe other side may claim the same latitude 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: I am listejiing to him. I think Mr. Nahar you 
better repeat what you said last. 

"Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, I will read what I have said 
‘‘'According to him the whole matter is a myth and still he has prose- 
cuted two of his most able newly imported policemen. Had there been 
A..UO publicity this action would not have been taken ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I lliink you better leave out that portion. I 
think the best coiir.se is to avoid any reference to the case. The matter is 
suh-judicc .so belter not make any reference. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May 1 make a submission. He wanted 
to show how" this publicity of 100, Harrison Road, incident was responsible 
for instituting the case. If the press did not publish the incident the 
case would not have been instituted at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it could be done without expressing 
any opinion as to whether the observations of the Chief Minister have 
been right or wrong. So, Mr. Nahar, you better avoid any expression of 
opinion. I hope you will follow my advice. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I may explain to my honourable 
friends opposite that I was going to show that this sort of order does not 
really help things to come out properly. 

I may cite another instance how the innocent has to suffer. Only day- 
liefore-yesterday, curfew was imposed suddenly from 4 p.m. in certain 
areas Taltala police-station. The information was received at about 
3 p.m. Propaganda vans toured round at about 3-30 to 4 p.m. My 
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ser^nt was already out for marketing and naturally he did not know 
of the curfew order. While returning at about 4-15 p.iii. he was stopped 
by the police and was not allowed to enter the curfew area. On getting 
information' I rang up the Taltola police-station to pilot him to my house, 
a’s by 7 p.m. the other areas will also ’come under curfew. Instead of 
giving help the police threatened that if he was found loitering he would 
be arrested. This is h^w curfew works, and this is the spirit of service 
of your trusted and able police officers. 

Sir, the Government by this gagging order seeks to perpetuate a rule 
not by moral acquiescience of the people conducive to the growth of demo- 
cracy, peace and freedom, but by the brute force muzzling press and 
public opinion, by invoking special powers ordinances, wliile it is nothing 
but a negation of fundamental rights of the people. The world has already 
seen the fate of such fascist dictators wlio used to ride roughsliod over 
the public opinion. The powers like Hitlers and Mussolinis and Tojos 
have vanished. Terrorism and gangsterism cannot and will not succeed. 
India is no doubt passing througli the critical phase of her natioiutl life 
but we are on the verge of freerlom. I would therefore like to warn the 
authorities that by alienating public sympathies by way of gagging and 
muzzling the press and stitHing the public opinion, they are bringing the 
days of their doom nearer and nearer. Public opinion niust asseit itself 
and sweep away the forces of reaction and anti-nationalism. AVe want 
freedom of thought and freedom of expression. But you want to gag such 
freedom which is an inalienalde right of the people. We know that the 
Ministiy is composed of a set of incompetent “Apkeswaste walas” who can 
never rise equal to the occasion and see beyond their narrow giv>ve. They 
aie just like the proverbial “Golxx) Chandra” Ministers under the “Hahoo 
Chaiidia” regime. The people are getting fed up with their piesent des- 
potic administration whicli has failed to inspire public confidence and has 
miserably failed to iliscliarge its elementary duties and obligation t-o the 
people at large. > 

In conclu.sion, Sir, T submit that if this gagging order is persisted it 
will lead to unautijorised publications whi(di the Government will never 
he a])le to stop. Peoi)le will get all the more panicky. Ihiblic morale 
will be completely undermined and the police zooJum and atrocities will 
go on with relentless fury. The gagging order will defeat the purpose 
for which it has been invoked. Exaggerated nqiorts of police* atrocities, 
false rumour and incredible stones will go round from mouth to mouth 
aud an intolerable situation will thus be created. Hence 1 would urge 
upon the Government to refrain from this disastrous course aud to with- 
draw this senseles.s gagging order in the interests of the prcN.*^ as well as 
of the Government. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order, Motion moved that tliis Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public imjwrt- 
ance, namely, the situation created by the deci.sion of the Government 
of Bengal to impose preceusouship on all news and comments criticising 
the activities of the police force in this province, as announced in a Gov- 
ernment Press Note issued on the 21st April, 1947. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it appears that adjourn- 
ment motions are coming up frequently thus iiiteifering with the normal 
business of the House. Either there is a defect in the rules or there has 
been too liberal an interpretation of the rules governing adjournments and 
thus the normal business of the Hou.se is su.speiided. If any minor 
incident round the corner of the city or the province either real or imagi- 
nary gives occa.sion for adjourning the business of the Hemse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowulhury, it is a reflection 
on the Chair and I hope you will withdraw the expression. 



630 ADJOURNMENT MOTION.’ , [29th April, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir, I withdraw. The 
rule should be made more stringent in the matter of adjournments of the 
House without of course abrogating those rights and privileges which are 
ordinarily available to every legislature. This is a right of the Legisla- 
ture; no doubt it is a right of the members to have very important matters 
discussed in preference to the normal business of the House if that right 
is not abused or is not extensively used for anything and everything. 
Therefore I submit that the Rules should be so drafted 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir, I do not 
understand what the honourable member is driving at ? Is he speaking 
on the rules governing adjournment motions or has he got anything to 
support the gagging order, I do not follow ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury is making a general 
observation on the rules of adjournment for criticising Government action. 
I think he is entitled to do so. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But that is not the subject before the 
House, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you know in a matter like this certainly 
every member can express his opinion generally on the question of the 
principle of adjournment motions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Illustrating my observation 
I say that the subject-matter of to-day should not have been brought in 
the form of an adjournment motion. 

Now adverting to the philo.sophy of my friend, the mover, namely that 
the liberty of the press is the foundation of the individiuirs liberty it is 
to a certain extent true. But if yon look round to the press activities, to 
the impers propaganda starting before August 10, 1941) and if anybody is 
responsible for keeping the communal flame burning it is the press ; it is 
the newspapers. It is not peculiar with this province that restrictions have 
been sought to be imposed upon the papers but they are to be found in 
^ery province. Bombay has tried it; Punjab has tried it under Section 
90 ^Tovernment ; Bihai' lias tried it and Bihar has not only gagged un- 
authorised writing in the newspapers but they have also stopped the entry 
of newspapers from Bengal and other neighbouring provinces. I do not 
object to the respon.sibility of the Ministry or the Government and in dis- 
charging that responsibility to their exercising this extraordinary power of 
gagging the papers when the citizen’s safety requires that it should be so done 
when our sentiments run high, when emotionalism is the only argument which 
swa.vs our judgment or our action it is very difficult for us, to argue and 
si\y that in this riot that is going on in the city it is not the Hindus alone 
who are suffering nor are the Muslims alone who are suff’ering; both sides 
are suffering; inhuman atrocities are being committed on the most inno^ 
cent and most unsuspecting passersby both among the Muslims and among 
the Hindus and both are the victims to the assassin’s knife. I even say 
that it is more often the innocent who are the victims of the assassins. 
So also is the case that sometimes it is the innocent who fall victims to 
the police because the culprits who are always on their guard and are bent 
on stabbing somebody commit the crime and run away scot free and the 
innocent who may run away out of fear may be caught by the police as 
though they are the culprits. And when he strikes (he makes previous 
preparations to do so) he also escapes and thereafter the police come upon 
the scene, make arrests right and left not excluding the most unsuspecting 
of people who may be about. There are hundreds of cases coming up 
every day complaining against atrocities of the police in which innocent 
people have been murdered or violently dealt with, of houses having been 
broken into by the police and arson and loot having been committed, and 
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also of people and ckildreii expecting to 'be released on bail which, how- 
ever, is being refused everyday. This is what is happening almost daily 
in Calcutta, but, Sir, what is the other course left to Government? If the 
situation is as above, when the most innocent and the most unsuspect- 
ing are attacked and wounded or even k^illed, then I think some sort of 
force is essential on the part of the police for the proper protection of 
people against those who work in cover. Therefore, it is no good exciting 
passions of the people ; for, exciting passions of the populace 
does not help. If on the contrary the police is not given free sco})e to use 
a certain amount of harshness at that stage, then we must go back to what 
was happening on the lOth August till the end of that month, when the 
police was most conspicuous for their non-interference and what was the 
result? The result was thousands of lives were lost and millions of rupees 
w'ortli property w'ere destroyed, and the suftering of iuuuinemble families 
are still continuing. And if. we contend today that the jKilice shall not 
nse any violent methods or even a slight degree of harshness, then 
must be ready for what happened in the month of August last. If the 
mover of the adjournment motion can cite four examples in which the 
police molested innocent and unsuspecting persons, I can aUo with equal 
degree of correctness cite another half a dozen cases whicli have come to 
my personal notice and in which I also held investigations hut over W'hich 
I have kept silent, because until the city has got hack to normalcy the 
question of finding fault with the activities of the police and curbing their 
activities also' is rather premature. Upon the iion-communal attitude and 
freedom of the imlice depends the safety of the city. The more we can 
drive this necessity home into the minds of the police force tlie greater 
will be our chance of escaping the tragedy of August 1946. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to sup])ort the imhioii moved 
by my friend Mr. Nahar. Sir, with the dawn of independence w'ithin our 
view', it w’ill sound puKuloxical that in Bengal we are going to lose our 
personal liberties and freedom of the press, thanks to the whim of the 
communal administration working in Bengal, as one-way traffic; their 
goal l>eing the achievement of Pakistan. So like a skilful juggler Mr. 
Suhrawardy cries halt at every turn of the political turn])ike gate, to 
make free passages for the heroes of Pakistan. It is only Ihe other d^iiy, 
at this Council hall, that he glorified the Punjabi police as the saviour 
of Calcutta. If so, how' aw'kw'ard it appears to him that these Muslim 
Armed police should horri])ly he featured as the perpetrators of crime in 
the Hindu press, who presumably may be apt to lie being “kafirs”, or “non- 
belivers” ? If they commit crimes why should they he publicly brought 
to light; are they not trying their level best to help to establish Pakistan 
in Bengal? So arises the need for the curtailment of press freedom which 
is already suffering under considerable restrictions perhaps under a lame 
plea of “mutual retaliation theory” though dame rumours are playing havoc 
and public confidence utterly shattered. 

There must be some limit to patience even to Mahatmaji’s non-violence. 
The excesses committed by the Punjabi Muslim pcjlice outstrip all conceiv- 
able form of human leniency and if they be not puhlislied and propei4y 
\entilated an assumption w'ill naturally be made by them that they are 
above law’s and all actions however brutal w'ill deserve praise and support 
from the authority. The further gagging measure as under reference 
will ultimately lead to it with dreadful consequences. 

Full and complete black-out of this section of news in the new.spapers 
will no doubt act as a smoke screen to hide misdeeds, commission and 
omission of the Punjabi Muslim Police who know their own business. 
As a result of blackout of the important iiew^s unw'arv traveller or passers- 
by might be entrapped in the danger spots and would lose their lives with- 
out any chance of being rescued as the rescuers are being sometimes shot 
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dead. Rights to life, liberty and property are the elementary rights of 
every national and any Government, failing to provide these essential con- 
ditions ceases to claim its existence. I am confident that the excesses which 
were being published in the papers would have shocked a most unimpres- 
sionable Governor like Sir Frederick Burrows, even if we do not take the 
outside public into account. 

As everybody wlio knows Mr. Suhrawardy, knows it well that as a 
propagandist he has an excellent record. To establish full and sovereign 
Pakistan is his aim and to camouflage the main object he is indulging in 
big phrases like “United and Sovereign Bengal” in a divided India. He 
is therefore naturally crying down the Partition movement and to crush 
it completely, in his usual way of a master propagandist, wants to crush 
the Bengali Hindu press. His sermon on the mount at New Delhi reminds 
me of the story of tlie Tiger lecturing of the beauty of the bangles to the 
unwary passerby. 

These Punjabi Muslim police are totally ignorant of the language, 
manners and customs of the people of the province and so they are totally 
unfit to serve Bengal and if they be retained and their excesses to be pro- 
tected under tlie shelter of-law, does not the suspicion naturally arise that 
it is being done to achieve Pakistan by any means however foul hence 
the necessity of this blackout to protect his own police force. 

Sir, the double faced game of the Ticaguers is now a public property — 
think of the Punjab and North AVestern Province, where the League stands 
as the perpetrators of the worst crimes even judged by most impartial 
j)eop]e, theie the voice of the l.eaguers rise toi)most for the freedom of 
the Press and Association and the_\ have launched a civil disobedience 
camiiaign tlnue; their behaviour in Bengal differs, though here they 
should have beeji very cheerful, because they control the administrative 
machinery and the Hindus being most half the population of the province 
have no hand in the shaping of their own destinies. Tax-payers are not 
represented in the Cabinet whch is bringing not only taxation bills but 
land exproprietory bills also. The gagging of the Press under further res- 
trictive measures therefore must be viewed in this light namely the pro- 
tection of the criminals and the crushing of the Partition movement and 
it cannot he exjilained otherwise. So, I strongly condemn the measure, 
its object being diabolical and lacking all the principles of political 
science and i)ractical sense of admiuistiation. 

Sir, I have shown how gagging ordinances have become necessary for 
this commnual administration to keep down the Hindus who even accord- 
ing to Mr, Suhrawardy have superior education, financial resources. He 
further stated that they will get better deal at his hands after 1948 June, 
under a sovereign Bengal state in a divided India. Mr, Suhrawai'dy admits 
of course under the pressure of the much maligned agitation for a partition 
or repartition of Bengal, that Muslims have got a slender majority. I 
would request you, Sir, to m^ke the word “slender” 

* Mr. PRESIDENT : Mr. Mazumdar, we are not discussing general 
politics now. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR : Now Sir, I was showing how this 
Q^agging order was aimed at to stop this movement and other things. This 
IS, I think, quite pertinent, Sir. 

Now, Sir, may I enquire from our Chief why then they are wielding 
an overwhelming “power” and unreasonable attitude of mind particularly 
in bringing the land bills when the Hindus are vituaUy affected. Our 
Chief betrays his real self wlien he thinks that he is all in all in delivering 
gcxJids in fiengal and threatening with “unending misery to a divided 
Bengal.” In this connection, may I enquire if he is agreeable to accept 
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an humble suggestion namely press gagging ordinance should be imme- 
diately withdrawn and in their place a standing press advisory com- 
mittee consisting of the editors of Bengal dailies with 10 members from 
the Legislature to be nominated by the President and the Speaker to be 
formed with powers to deal with all press matters connected with riota 
and other communal disturbances. 

With these words, i commend the motion of my friend Mr. Nahar to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ; Sir, I rise to oppose this motion. Actually, in my 
opinion there is no necessity of giving a reply to the arguments put for- 
ward by Mr. Nahar and Mr. Mazumdar. To me it appears like a gramo- 
phone record which I have been hearing from time to time since August 
16th, 1946. Not only the press but these frequent adjournment motions 
are mostly responsible for the riots. Your communal sjjeeches (Mr. Lalit 
Chandha Das : Your communal action in the Colootola Street) are creatiij^^ 
this trouble since August Kith. There are certain complaints against the- 
police among the Hindus and the Mu-^lim citizens of Calcutta. There are 
complaints against the (Turkha police. They have shot many Muslims in 
Chitpore Itoad — small boys were standing in the verandah or balcony of 

their houses and the (lurkhas shot at them (Mr. Lalit f'iivNi)EL\ Das: 

Was that published — did you report that to the press') We did report. 
(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Was that published y) We do not like the 
publication of these things. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. T auti(|, will you plea<e resume your speech 

without trying to reply to the intcrruptioii'i. 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ : So, there are allegatitms again^t the (lurkha 

police and theie are allegations against the Kunjabi ])olice. Since the 
Kunjabi jiolice were brought in Calcutta a sort of compaign is going on 
against them and my fiiemlN opposite want to prove that the Ibinjabi 

ii'’ a class is unfit for this jot). iMr. Buoy Singh N uiar : Mr. Taufi(i is 

a Punjabi) No, 1 am not a Punjabi. Now, Sir, it would have been 

better for the Coveuiment if they bad promulgated this or<lei' on the 

press long before. If they had done that much of the trouble would have 
been averted. So far as the Opposition is coucerned they must find some 
excuse to blame t]ie (lovernment. Tliey were blaming tlie (lovernmeiit 
about the August 16 affair that the police did not take an active part; 
now they blame the (to\ eminent that the Ibinjabi ])olice is harsh. They 
never raised their voice against the (lurkha police, (iurkhas aj'e Jiot 
Bengalees but they never raised that point, because they are very 
clever fellows. They put their communal demands and cf)mmunal griev- 
ances in such a way that they would not look iinreasonaljle. Sometimes 
they speak on the grounds of nationalism: sometimes on the ground of 
provincialism and they play their game of communalism Avhile at the same 
time they blame the oilier side of communalism. This gagging of tlie 
press order is not for the Hindu press alone. It is for the whole press of 
Bengal. (Mr. L.ujt C'handra Das: But it is jiredomiiiantly 
May be predominantly Hindu. I should think that we should noiMlaj 
more indulge in making speeches of a communal character iind it is better 
that the motion is put to the vote and finished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Permit me. Sir, to record my emphatic 
protest against the imposition by the Government of precensorship upoif 
the news and views relating to the activities of the police in Bengal. Sir,, 
the gag order on the press is entirely unjustified. 

We desire most earnestly that the fratricidal strife in which the 
Hindus and Muslims are now engaged should end as early as possible. 
•We desire that measures however stringent should be adopted tiJ bring 
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''tiTx)ut its end. But ^xceases must be avoided. ' For this, Sir, a watchful 
press is necessary to oaril attention ^f"the public and the Government to 
the excesses committed the 

Mr. Suhrawardy says ' tSat his imported Punjabi Muslim Armed Police 
tog'ether with the rest of the police force stand for the protection of our 
life, property and honour. What then, if they do '.not? Should their 
misdeeds go unreported? 

In parts of Calcutta, Maniktalla for instance, Mr. Suhrawardy’s police 
beat men, women and children indiscriminately and even tit ruck down a 
pregnant woman to unconsciousness and committed other acts of moles- 
tation on women. AVhat code of honour prompts our Home Minister to 
gag the publication of such news? In another place, say Mechiui Bazar 
♦Street, .on the plea of a cracker thrown from a running bus, passengers 
were dragged dowii, halted at a corner and robbed of their money. What 
code of morality but that of a goonda can urge a Ministry to hush up 
jstich news or put impediments in the way of publication of such news? 
Some persons are arrested and on the plea of taking them to the thana, 
t%ey are sought to be led through a Muslim area, which means certain 
death to them. On their refusal to go to the localiti^ they are fired at 
and taken to hospital in a precarious condition where some of them die. 
Will Government gag the press and hush up such incidents? Some occu- 
pants of a liouse, say in the Burrabazar area, open the windows of their 
house to see wherefrom the sound of explosion comes. Immediately a 
bullet from the police rifle whizzes through the air and kills a man out- 
right, and another bullet hurts another in the skull who is carried un- 
conscious to the hospital. Is it the intention of Government that such 
news should be gagged? Sir, the 100, Harrison Road, case would not 
have seen the light of the day but for the press. 

Sir, democracy thrives on criticism. It rules by reason and persuasion. 
Public opinion is its strength and public opinion is expressed through the 
press and hence is the press called the Fourth Estate. Sir, when you 
gag the press, you really gag public opinion and thus you forfeit your 
claim to democracy. Indeed, Sir, we are under a Fascist regime. Mr. 
Suhrawardy has out-Hitlcred Hitler himself. Since August 10th last, the 
day he inaugarated the Direct Acdion policy of the Muslim League by 
piesiding over a Muslim mass meeting under the Oehterloney Monument, 
there has been no end of trouble in Bengal and elsewhere. We atii forget 
only at our peril the great Calcutta carnage of August last. We can for- 
get only at our peril the sad happenings in Noakhali and South Tippem 
with their ma&s conversion, murder, arson, rape and loot. Sir, how can 
we forget the repeated happenings in Dacca and Calcutta outbursts of 
communal fanaticism? Tliis time it is from the 25th March last that this 
city has been plunged into anarchy. In fact, terror and anarchy are 
ii»weeping through the land witli endless loss of life and property 
in spite of Mr. Suhrawardy’s police. Over all these now comes 
the astounding order for the suppression of news reg'arding the 

activities of this corrupt, tyrannical and highly inefiicieut police. 
Sir, the press laws are already very stringent. The pressmen 

work with a halter round their neck. For any error or supposed 
error, for disseminating news not palatable to the Government, they are 
made to deposit huge amounts of money which is subsequently forfeited 
to the Gk)vernment. Sir, why gag the press then? Sir, it won’t do to 
‘ijay that the imported Punjabi police are a set of fine disciplined soldiers. 
Hitler’s tixx)ps were similarly described even by Mr. Churchill. That did 
not prevent his soldiers committing the worst of crimes in Russia and the 
occupied countries of the West. Mr. Suhrawardy’s soldiers may be fine 
as well as disciplined but they are not impervious to sex-impulses nor are 
they unconcerned in loot, nor irresponsive to bribe-taking, nor averse to acta 
of cruelty. 
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Sir, in Ireland when deYalera ^nd his comrades fought the British, 
black and tan methods were adopted the Britilh Constabulary. Bk)th 
in England and Ireland, the actions of “fhe police ^re subjected to severest 
criticism but the Government of the day neve? fiioiight of muzzling thfe 
press. Here, however, our Home Minister in right Fascist style gags the 
press and protects the misdeeds of the police from seeing the light of tlie 
day. Sir, the situation which has arisen is simply unbearable. The pre- 
sent Government must go; otherwise there will ]»e no end to the miseries 
of the people. What is most needed as an immediate solvent of the situa- 
tion is the establislmient of Regional Ministries — one tor Western Bengal 
where Hindus overwhelmingly preponderale and another for E^istern 
Bengal where the Muslims similarly outnumlier with a view to ultimate 
partition of Bengal. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Sir, is the meinl)er at all 
•relevant ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is 

< 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you, Sir Sir, communalism 
has infected the mass minds of the Muslims to such an extent that 

Mr^ PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I would request you to confine yourself 
to the subject matter of the adjournment motion, 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I am '^peaking of the situation 
arising out of the policy of Government. The position has became 
unbearable 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you sbould not go beyond the scope of the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is the subject matter of the adjourn- 
ment motion and I think I am entitled to speak on the situation that has 
arisen out of the gagging order of Government, The situation lias become 
unbearable 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You can .speak about the situation that lias arisen 
out of the preceiisorship order. But you cannot go into the general poli- 
tics and discuss anything and everything else 

^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that is your ruling, Sir, I think I 
will sit down 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will confine yourself to the adjourn- 
ment motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Well, Sir, I will try my best to do 
so. But I think I am entitled to say something about the situation 
created by this sort of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As an old parliaineiitariau and with your experi- * 
ence as a lawyer you should realise that an adjournment motion can only 
be allowed on a definite matter of urgent public importance. Therefore 
the discussion must be on a definite matter. It cannot be on every con- 
ceivable subject, and that will he out of order, I am afraid. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; I bow down to your ruling 
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Mf. PRESIDENTS Mr. Das, yoBr time is up. (Here the honourable 
member resumed his ^ 

^ Mr; C. MORCAN: Mr. Presil rent, Sir, I rise to oppose the motion 
before the House, but in doing so I wish to make some comments. 

I yield to no one in the desire for freedom of the press, but freedom 
does not mean licence. Now, Sir, it is undeniable thM some of the press 
have been injudicious in many of the statements regarding the police and 
t]»e Calcutta rioting— remarks which helped to stir up communal feelings. 
This is to be deplored, and any action taken by Government which would 
•have the effect of preventing such statements, is to be commended. We 
cannot expect the police to do their best to .maintain law and order if 
statements regarding their actions generally are continually critical. 
Isolated cases there may be and in one case Government has taken action. 
But general abuse does more harm than good. At the same time the 
powers taken by Government must not be used to suppress information 
which the pu])]ic are entitled to have. (Government have in many ins- 
tances delayed to place facts before the public and that has liad tlie effect 
of making the public suspicious of Government. All publicity regarding 
the true position is to be welc-omed, but the public are suspicious of cen- 
sorship in any form and will continue to be suspicious in this instance 
iu that they fear Government may suppre.ss information, which action 
might be construed as having political party aims. 

If the censorship is (dean and unbiased, it can do good. If not, then 
the public will have every right to criticise Government. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY; Mr. President, Sir, imme- 
diately, following the Harrison Road incident and its true picture pub- 
lished by the nationalist press and criticised, the Suhrawardy Government 
imposed precensoiship order upon the press, thereby gagging the press 
about all real reports about jtolice atrocities. The reasons given for vsucli 
orders are stated to be that such criticism would prejudice the recruitment, 
training, discipline and administration of the police force and undermine 
their morale. .Pray if sound criticism of the activities of the memhers of 
law and order, affect the development of their moiale, will their gross and 
brutal acts of immorality esta])lisli their morale upon riding roughshod 
over the feelings of the minority community. I tail to understand how 
this gagging of the pi’ess will helj) the recruitment of the police force. 
Mr. Suhrawardy defended th« imi)ortation of these new recruits to the 
])olice from the Punjab on the ground that the meiiihers of the majority 
community to the police force in the city were in a minority. The events 
during the last few weeks have, liowever, shown that whatever other 
objects these newly imported police men might he helping him to achieve, 
they have uncpiestionahly succeeded in creating a sen«e of panic and in- 
security all over the city. The warning given by my humbleself in course 
of my speech on the supplementary Police Budget debate dated 25tb 
March, 1IJ47, that “the excess money recpiired for bringing in the Punjabi 
Muslims was to terrorise the children of the soil” has, as rightly pointed 
out by the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” in its issue of 19th April, 1947, proved 
to he pixiphetic. We warn the authority that things cannot be allowed 
to go on in this way any longer. 

Does Mr. Suhrawardy believe in the theory of maintenance of disci- 
pline of police for(;e by banning all the news of police cruelties? I admit 
with Mr. Suhrawardy that “efficient and reliable ^lice force” is most 
necessiuy at the present moment. But it is not certainly*the proof of their 
reliability because they are serving the political aims of a particular party 
or are useful instruments in spreading terror and havoc to the mute 
millions of the minority community. The reliability of the police of Mr. 
Suhrawardy’s Government is the replica of the same Government. In sup- 
pressing the press, the Suhrawardy Government is suppressing the spread 
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of its nefawus activities ^ic# are ihaineful for^eveoi a barbaric regime. 
This order is a convenient excuse to a tborougli^gi|(lg communalising of 
the police force behind the scene and back of the knowledge.*of the 

public and the press. ^ 

The adjournment motion on Harrison" Road incident was disallowed on “ 
the simple excuse that the matter was already suh-judice and should not ^ 
be prejudiced. Swhmwardy took his shelter under this very timelj^ % 

garb and practically he gagged the cherished right and liberty of criticism 
of the Opposition benches. But all comments coming from tlie., lips^f 
Mr. Suhrawardy are above all criticism and above the implications Of a 
case suh-judice. It is nothing but gagging the legislature when Mr!* . 
Suhrawardy says that the speeches made by tlie Opposition members on 
the adjournment motion would come within the mischief of tlie ordei’fl^ if 
they were published in the press. This trampling of the Iraditional dhd 
conventional privilege of the members to speak about the adjournment ^ 
motion without reservation and tlie publication of them verbatim in the 
press is a sure sign of the dictatorial mentality observed only iu totali-'"^ji 
tarian states of Hitler and Mussolini. Is Mr. Suhrawardy going to convert*/^ 
himself in any understudy of Hitler, knowing the consetiueiice oi such 
regime? Does lie not think that this double gagging of the press and the 
Opposition, he is simply encouraging the lawle.ss activities of the so-called 
keepers of law and order? Does he not think that by his orders on tbe 
press, he is simply helping the rumour-mongers in taking their phu'e ahd 
making things woise? Mr. Suhraward,\ knows the evil consequence of 
such idle rumours and he has often asked the people to l)e careful of them. 

But he is now inviting tlie ?>anie by his highhanded jireceiisorshi]) order 
on the jiress whose only f;iult was that it called a s])ade a spade. AVe 
demand that in the interest of peace and .security and in the interest of 
communal harmony this imported Ihinjabi Force should he disbanded and 
removed fortliwitli from the city and from this jirovince. AVe talk, protest 
and we table adjournment motion which would he of no effect as they 
W'ould only get a cliaracteristic reply from our Ilou’hle tlie Chief Minister. 

We do also demand that the order of his Government imposing precensor- 
ship on nil news and comments criticising the activities of the police 
•hould at once be withdrawn for the ends of justice and fairpky. Even if 
this humble appeal of ours goes w'ithoul response members should think 
twice if they can co-operate with a communal administration for the best 
interests of the country. I would like to tell the League Alinistry that the 
public have lost all eonfideuce in their Go\'erument. They may take note 
that commuualisaiion of services, gagging of the press and reducing to 
subservience the minority community would not end tlie present trouble 
unless tbe mentality of tlie League Ministry is changed. History dies 
liard ; history also repeats itself. Has Mr. Sulirawardy forgotten the 
events closely following the internal dissension between Shiraj and 
Mirzafar? The same dissension is there now. Let us hope that history 
repeats it.self and any reasonalde man with some foresight could observe 
the writing on the wall. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA: Air. President, it is after a good deal of 
hesitation that I take part in tbe debate this afternoon. As a matter of 
fact, Sir, for nine long months I have observed a discreet and dignified silence 
on matters involving communal issues per chance any undesirable obser- 
vation or remark in an unguarded moment might instead of soothing 
troubled waters aggravate the situation all the more. It is, Sir, a misfor- * 
tune, a cruel tragedy of public life in India that whenever any attempt 
at constitution making has been made the communal bubble has always 
burst revealing to the world the most combustible substance of racial 
hatred and antagonism that lies beneath the apparently calm political 
surface of India. And now when India is on the threshold of attaining 
freedom, this trouble has again bejpun and day in and day out cases of 
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iMdion* . l^f ^AsafUise ^ iiifiocent are br^gKl to oi;ir 

^nclfHpy,^'?^ tbat the oommiinal virus has poisoned the 
^^(»t&3>tnpifjiphere. -’wS’, the Government of Bengal h^s to-day beei^ faced 
‘Tpip ‘ili^^. nloet difficult situation. ^ Violent diseases, Sir, require violent 
^iqedies. * i personally bear testimony to the fact that when the curfew 
Wae imposed in^my area, in the Taltola area, most of the inhabitants had 
‘^o go" without #ood and most o| them had practically to starve because 
the curfew promulgated at 11 p.m. in the night afnd it continued the 
Ti^hoie daY^Jjljing. Yet we do not- grudge it; we have got to put up fwith 
soipe aitiofflBIIIHanconvenience ; some amount of restraint on our movements, 
^11 for t]he sa^ of restoration of peace and amity among the citizens of 
Calcutt^ The GoA’ernment of anj^ civilized country in the world would 
be forced to impose certain restrictions on the ordinary civil liberties in 
■abnormal times. In normal times-we know arson, murder, etc., do occur, 
but then the ordinary machinery of the land is sufficient to cope with the 
situation but in abnormal times abnormal and stringent methods have got 
to be adopted. Now, Sir it appears that gagging of the press is not 
resented so much as certain incidents that occurred in a certain area com- 
mitted by certain members of a (*ertain section of tlie police. For a single 
moment I will not support or condone the excesses of any man, either of 
a member of the police service or of a member of any other service or of 
any official or non-official to whatever denomination, to whatever creed, 
to, whatever organisation, to whatever community he may belong. Tar and 
feather such miscreant quarte and slaugJiter him, torture him with every 
refinement of cruelty. But for God’s sake do not make the administration 
responsible for tlie misdeeds of a miscreant or miscreants. 1 shall not 
go into the particular case of pidice excesses referred to because tliat ques- 
tion does not arise at the present moment and also because that case 
is suh-judice and we cannot go into the merits of the case at this 
stage. But simj)ly because a particular memher of a particular police 
force committed something it does not necessarily follow that the liberty 
of the press, the freedom of tlie press should be taken advantage of to 
condemn the entire branch of that jiarticular iiolice force. If they have 
committed certain oftences certainly they are guilty; tliey sliould he put 
on trial and if the charge is substantiated against them, they should be 
punished. Such charges have been made against tlie Gurkha police as well. 
If some members of the armed ])olioe force from the Punjab are condemned 
as devils tliere are some members of the Gurkha armed police who are not 
certainly angels of peace and perfection, there have been excesses perpe- 
trated by both sections of the police during the riots where the police 
has been alleged to have done violence to miscreants and innocent people 
alike. Pursue the miscreants by all means, pursue those who are engaged 
in the task of murdering, torturing, assassinating innocent people, looting 
pioperties and in committing rape on innocent women. Spot them out 
jttid punish them. But by all means strengthen the hands of the Govern- 
ment in this connection and do not embarrass them. 

Sir, in this particular connection I have heard much to my amazement 
Qiid surprise, that every time that this question is raised attempts are 
made to link up the conduct of a particular man with the administration, 
as if the administration is responsible for inciting violence in any manner. 
Sir, my relations with the Hon'ble the Home Minister of this province 
have never been cordial since the dramatic exit of Mr. Fazlul Huq in 1943. 

I have had no personal social or political contact with him three years, hut 
I must state without any fear of contradiction that all the statements that 
Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy has issued since after the riots of August, 1946, 
have been marked by a sweet reasonableness, a sobriety of judgment, and 
a sincere desire to restore peace and confidence in the public mind, and 
his last statement has surpassed all others in this respect. I have read 
that statement not once or twice, but over and over again hut have found 
in it no attempt to confuse the issues hut throughout a sincere desire to 
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Wore c6n3i^eiice in the publjfc miinjs It'l&rtathe* thrOi^||M|iiw«*^'; ^ 
adjust the conflicting interests and hai'tooni^e invflitth^ct 

divergent claims of Ae two major comnfunities in Bet^'.- I|r*?e 
Mr. Suhrawardy lackii^ in efficiency^ or slackening in nis wc^yotilA.^ 

certainly not spare him as we had never spared him in the pesA. i 

suspe^ed that his Government was deliberately bungling or mismaliagiilg' f 
the affairs of the provmce we would certainly not spare him at all' whatcV 
ever the position and whatever the eminettce that he might have attained. ‘ 
But at this critical juncture in the life ‘history of India wlwm fihe whole 
atmosphere is surcharged with germs of suspicion and distruS, *^*^ God’a 
sake don t bring in extraneous oonsideratioiis, and confuse the rWil issue, 
so much that even the appeal of Mahatma Gandhi and Quaide Azam 
Jinnah has not borne any fruit. When goondas commit the most f)erfi-' 
dious and treacherous crimes and stab unsuspecting men and women behind 
their backs, no Government, no administration can check these 
violences, these michievous tendencies without the co-operation of 
the peo])le as a whole. Therefore, we, Hindus and Mussalmans, have got 
to bury our hatchets. The philosopher in his closet, the merchant in his 
ledger, the legislator in the Council or in the Assembly, the judge on the 
Bench, all classes and conditions of people, educated or uneducated all 
alike Enlist come forward to compose the dift'erenoes, and pave the wav for 
iiitercomiminal harmony which is the crying need of the moment in’ this 
much distracted, much disrupted, much agitated land of Hindusthan. But 
I must confess to a feeling of disgust that simply ber^tuise there have been 
riots and recrudescence of riots it cannot be urged as a real ground for 
supersession or dissolution of a particular Ministry or eskjblislimeiit of 
rejiional Ministries or promulgation of section 9‘i. If that is so, then I am 
afraid the administrations^of many other provinces, including the Centre, 
have to be superseded. No particular province is free from troubles now. 
Sir, it lias been emphasised that commnnialism has infected the whole pro- 
vincial administration with its virus. If so, mav I ask my friends on the 
ojiposite benches if the administration in tlie Tiriited IVovinces, in Bihar 
and Assam is not als-o communal? and also in Madras and Bombay? If 
the “domination” by a particular party or community which happens to he 
in a majority in a particular province every province at tlie present moment 
is condemned as communal, then I am afraid we must plead guilty to 
the charge. Sir, riots have occurred in the past but nowhere has it been 
suggested that suppression of a particular Government would offer the 
right solution 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Badrudduja you had better come to the sub- 
ject matter of the motion before the House. 

Mr. SAIYED BADRUDDUJA: Yes, Sir, X am only answering ceitain 
points raised by my friends on the other side. I have got a personal weak- 
ness for the press and I would not for a moment ask Government to abil^» 
their power and impose unnecessary restrictions on the press. But restric- 
tion imposed in the interest of peace and harmony, alike on the Muslim 
and Hindu press, is justified in certain circumstance. Hiiiing the riots in 
August, 1940, I used to read certain newspajiers and it pained me to find 
how Hiiulii and Muslim papers used to paint the members of the other 
community in the darkest jiossible colours representing memliers of their 
own comnmnity as angels while those of the other community as devils and 
tafans with the result that even some of the greatest leaders among us 
who command great respect and confidence lost their heads — 

(Here the honourable member reached time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. President, first of all I 
iitay say that in moving this resolution the mover did not refer 
to any communal aspect of the matter and indeed in our discussion 
so far there have been digressions in the shape of eulogy of Punjabi 
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P-dlice eulogy of tho *Cftkf Minister and also some refer- 

ence to communal aspect. , But I would appeal to all to look to the resolu- 
tion most dispassionately without any^ reiefence -to any communal com- 
plexion of the matter. It has been #iid that the press spoke evil things 
. about the Punjabi Police. But our memory is short — the press also did 
not spare the Gurkha Police in this respect, so press did not cCnfine their 

* criticisms only to the Punjabi Police. 

\ ^ 

Now let me refer to the subject matter of the resolution itself. This 
gagging order of the Gk>verniuent is of a character which it is impossible 
^to support from whatever Ministry* and fiom whatever administration it 

might ‘have emanated. The order runs thus: “ they have therefore 

'decided to impose precensorship on all news and comments criticising the 
ectivities of the police force in Bengal.” Then a sub-clause is added re- 
garding the nature of the scrutiny. The scope of the scrutiny has been 
narrowed down. It has been said that fair criticism of the efQndiict of the 
police force without exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or 
disaftection against the force would be permitted by the censor. Now, 
suppose if there has been an instance of brutal atrocity committed by any 
member of the police force irrespective of the question whether he is a 
Hindu, European or a Muslim, and if that fact is to be reported, the censor 
would say that an act of brutal atrocity of the Police officer would not be 
a|| act of brutal atrocity and it would not excite the hatred or con- 
tempt or disaffection of the police? So practically it .means suppres- 
sion of all heinous act on the part of the police. It means that the press 
will not be allowed to publish anything against police and only publish 
things which would eulogise the police. So it practically means suppres- 
sion of facts. I can only say as a waining to the administration that if 
they adopt such a fascist method, wild reports and wild rumours will get 
abroad and they will be more dangerous than authentic re])orts. I would 
appeal to the administration not to create an explosive situation in the 
country. The mind of the people is extremely explosive and can burst at 
the slightest provocation. I again say that do not' play with explosive 
situation. Do not forget the lessons of history. Do not think thiit by 
muzzling the press you can muzzle reports which will get abroad with a 
good deal of colouring in it. The natural result of that is explosion and ex- 
plosion can wipe out a Ministry like this. 

Now, this gagging order is confined to the conduct of the police force. 
I agree with my honourable friend Mr. Badrudduja that abnormal situation 
requires abnormal order, but at the same time it is to be remembered 
what would be the effect of the order, what would be the object, what is 
the objective aimed at by this order. Would it really allay the situation? 
I say it won’t. It will agg^ravate and accelerate the situation. The police 
is the guardian of law and ordei’, police is an important factor of the exe- 
cutive. They are to protect the people. They are for the pi’otectioii of 
the rights and liberties of the people. If any act of them or if any mem- 
ber or members of that force instead of protecting the rights of the people 
violates the elementary rights of the people they must be suppressed. It 
would be the duty of the State to see that there is ventilation of the news. 
It may be said that we can lodge a complaint. I would say it would be 
an absolute mockery. The public can get no redress in this waj'. It is 
the duty of the State to get full information of what is hapi)ening in the 
oountry. Police is the eye of the State. We want to screen that eye. 
Do not think that by shutting the eye you can avoid the facts. Do not 
think that bj" shutting the eye you can avoid facing the reality. As to 
the police conduct, it is a very unfortunate order. Even in any abnormal 
situation full liberty ought to be given to the press. As to the tradition 
of the police in this country, unfortunately it is not a very happy one 
and still the police ought to be there as the protector of the rights and 
liberties of the people. So, as the people have not got any confidence in 
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the action of the police it is the duty of the State to ^ive freedom to the 
presH to report thtdr conduct. Mven exajr'^cuuted re)>orts in some ruses 
will not l)e so luinnful as the ahsolute supprcsshm of news. Of course, as T 
liuve ulreudy s^iid Uiere is a pretence of st-nMm\. lint whal is tlie worth 
of the scj'uliny. h]veiTlM)dy knows it, S<» wo ninsi l(M)k s(juarely at the 
nuitler. Is il for tlie of the Stale; is it for the }.;oo(l of the peo[»le nif 

llie rxnintiy that thet^f* must he a lompleti' nni//liuo- of all re[>orts alKUlt 
the activities of the policed I should nithei’ think that some latitiuU^ 
ou«^‘ht to he o'iven so that there ma,\ he the full lejiorls alvout tlie eonduet 
of tin' police. And if tlo're is any mali<*ious r('port then the new'spap^r 
cun he cau^lit hold of und j)unished for it. Kxa^'^^c'rul ions oujj^ht to lie 
<-omloned in this ahnoiunul situation in tin' (-ountrv The Slate should not 
he too sensitive about the <‘\u<*‘'»:er^ut ions. There is a \ery tine remark in 
the reason <*i\en foi' tills ordi'r that will undermine tin* nioi^ile of the 
l>oli(*e. It is very ditficuli to und(*rstaml tin' morale, what the Slate means 
hy this “morale of tin* jmlua*.” And to k(‘ep up tin* morah’ doc’s the Strife 
nn'an to ^ive unluidh'd liceina* to the police to act as ih(*y like. If that 
is r(*ally the ohjeci aimed al then wi' can onl\ sa.\ ^'ood-hN to all ethics 
of civilized ( io\'(‘iiimenl in Ifen^al. It is not a mattc'r which r('all\ reipiires 
any furtlu'r <'lucidat ion. ^Ihe matter is a v<*rv simple om* whclln'r or not 
theiua’ss hajijiens to he I he only mi'diuni in the modern a^c* for the vc'iil ilation 
<d the o‘ii<‘\ances of tin* jicoph*, tin* juh'ss which in tin* modern a^e is 
almost a limh of the administration. No State can <‘\ist now in the 
modern world wuthoul Ihe ln'l]> •(d the press, d'ln* pr<‘ss is jiiacl nail v speak- 
iiio* a pai't of tin* a<lminist ral ion, and mu/zlln<^ oi that important limh of 
tin* administration- and muzzling' to do what, muzzling it to Mip|»icss the 
w?()ni>tul acts and the misconduct, (d an important hrain h ol the c\(*cutiv(‘, 
namel.v, ol tin* juilna* — is ind r<*^is.()iiahle. So 1 would sa\ that this resolu- 
tion should hi* accejiled. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Mr rnsident, Sir, 1 
siipjKort, tin* motion that has heen mo\ed h\ ni,v ](‘<irned Irieiid Mr. Nahar. 
IleUue I deal with the suhj(*ct-mat ter of tin* motion I would, wdlh >our 
jiermission, say a woi’d in repl\ to the (d)S(*r\at ion of my honourahh* friend 
.Mr. Ilamidul llm| (diowdhiiiv ic^ardin^ tin* duties ol the (jpposition 
with r<*spect to adpniriinients. If tin* (lo\einnn*nt hy their acts o( omission 
cM'ate situations in which the Opposition an* lorced to hriiie in adjourn- 

nn*nts with a view to draw the attention -oi Ihe Ihmse, I think, lM)we\(*r 

fre<pient it ma_v he, no honourahle iiiemhei has any ri^ht to challenge tin* 
OpjNisit i-on’s iiinpiest ionahle privilege t-o move adjournnn'iit s. I thcrefor<* 
suhmit. Sir, that the Inmouiahh* niemher Mr. Ilamidul liin| ('how'dhury 
was not justitii'd in oflViine- the criticisms that he did with respect to 
these adjournments. 1 congratulate mv hoinmrahle friend Mi. More^in 
tor his veikil ojiposition to tin* motion wher(*as, il 1 iiinh'i .^t immI him 
aric’ht, he actuall\ sujijiorted tin* adjoumnn'iit hecause he ^^ave all Ihe 
r(*as(UiH which should he eiv(<ii in a case lik<* this ami said that, if this jirc*- 
ceiisorshii) was rij.>htly made or carried out in the ])roj)(‘r spirit tln*re may 
not he any olijection. Hut as everylMidy knows, in a case of this nature, 

when the idea of tin; (lovernnient is to niuzzh; the press and when the 

officer who is j^'otn”- t/O act as tlie (tensor in this matter is liki'lv to iniliihe 
the ideas of tlie jiarticular (ioverninent in power now ihei'c is hardly any 
room for expecting that he would he so impartial as Mr. Morgan exjiec.tH 
him U> ho. Now, Sir, it is ihe fiimlament^il rijilit id' every citizen to ven-, 
tihite his grii'vances to the jmhlic through the pri'ss. We are certainly 
twissing through ahnormal times ami there hav(* h<*en cas('s where inno(*ent, 
people have heen molested hy the jKilice. Thei’e have heen eases in fkil- 
cutta which have already heen hroiighl to the notice of the authorities 
hut the result, ihe gagging order shields not only the f^alcuthi T’olice hut 
it covers the entiri* jiolice in B(*ngal. WV have hei'u noticing failurei 
73 
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-of police adiuirii.stixitioii in Ileiigal iii pLices like Noakhiili and Tippera 
wlierc! the conniiunal iniinled jMdioe were not, it was alh‘g‘ed, atleudinj^ 
to the (H)ni])laijits made h^ (he -oppressed oommunity. There may })e truth 
in tljat allef^atioii or those allegations may be exay^to’ated but it eannot 
be su<^'^‘ested tlmt all these are absolutely untrue and uniounded. There 
may l)e eases wheie aelually innoe(Mi( p(‘ople do not find any redress at 
ihe hands of the jsilice and they liave to resoit to the puhlieation ot their 
<^rieNanees through the j)ress and that with a view to ilrawiiL<»‘ tlie atten- 
tion ol Oovei nuK'ni to them. I <lo not umbustand how' any Oovernment 
(an ]K)sMbly think that, piililu'at ion ol any news ic'j^ai di n^' the doings ol 
the jKilie.e can undermine th(‘ morale ol the ivoliee, or it their (biinj^s are 
hrou^ht to Ihe notice ol tin; public:; 1-or lediess. Every em])loyei’ should be 
always abut to know how their em]doy(!es are woikiny, whether his em- 
])loy('es are working' in th(‘ inteiest ol the employer or arc* doin^' some- 
thin^’ wliicdi will alimiate tlu* minds of the jieojile from tlieii’ employer. 
I. should Ihmefon* consider that the (lovernmeiit in tlu* ordinary course ol 
things should ask for and c-all for comjilaints ^ij^ainst the ])oliee who are 
now jiract ie^illy the -only pe((]>le who can protc'ct the innoc'ent fi’om the 
depredations of the (/(fon/la.s on the one side and individual members of 
the jiolic.e foj’e(‘ on the olluu’. And 1 do not know how any rioveinment 
call possibly think -ol muz/dino- tlie joess the ■only aoenc,\ through whicdi 
they can exju'ct lo have inloimation on (h(‘--(‘ niatteis. I siihniit, that every 
honourable memluu' ol this IIou.se should eonsubu’ this order ol the Gov- 
(‘riiment as the most, ojijiressi vc* and unlaii, (‘.spcsua 11 \ o|>j>i'essi vc* a 4 ;ainst one 
se(d.ion of tlu' j)o[nilation IxMausc* it is (Uiiv those who aie o])|)rt‘Ssed who do 
not ^’(‘t any rcslrc'ss by itnuins of v (Uiti lat i n;^ llicdi ^iieviujces throuf^h the 
jiress and by mu///lino the press \ou mu/zh* tloun. 'rh(‘y are ^^’oin^’ to he 
-ojijiressed hut tlie.v will not have the ii^^lit (‘ven to tell tin' jieojde at lar^e 
and the Gov(‘rnmen1 -also how they arc* hc'inj^’ oj)j)rc\ss<‘d. 1 submit that 
no (lOvernmeiit worth the* naim* .should be* alraid ol criticism against the 
jioliee and the way in whicdi (his (}ovc*rnment aie tryinn- to suppress all 
news whicdi the press W'ants to jiuhlish in the interc‘st ol the pc^ople of the 
jirovinct' would ^-o tsi show that there is s-ome motive* liehind it. i submit 
that Ihe remedy that is jirovided by Goveummeut in their order is no remedy 
at -all; it is not evc'ii jialliat ivc* ; it is detinitely irntatiny’. Yon pist g‘o 
further baede and then consider what is the cause* of this unrest in t'alcutta 
and in Ib‘nf»al. Who h-as brought on (his iniscliic*!' in this piovincc*^ It, 
is certainly you who re[)resent the* paity that rub*s Hen;.‘al to-day, you, 
who by your direct action starte*el this and b*t btosc* the* /yofoo///.s' whom in 
the end you are* not in a josition to contnd, and failinj.*’ to control the 
(jooniias ;\ou aie now’ tr\in }4 to muzzle the* pre*ss and muzzle* tlie* unfortu- 
nate citizens who have* ^’ot none* to bwik after them. 1 w^oubl submit that 
the edementary ri^ht of the public*, to pnitest or complain ayainst oppres- 
sions by any sc'ction of the Gove‘rnmc*nt otlie*c*rs slionld not be taken awmy 
in the way in whieh it has been (bougdit nee,c*ssarv to take it away. 
The -only thin<*’ that 1 would advise to the lloirble (diief Minister is 
that be should take awa,v the jrower of i>recen.sorshi]) and just allows the 
ordimiry press law Uy function. You CMUinot expect that you cam really 
suppres.s news and views nie*rc*ly by muzzlino* the ])re*.ss. It is always fair 
and just to rely upon Ihe j»‘(K>dness and fairness ol the press and the law 
is there* enough hard and enough jienal to punish those who really vioLite 
the press biw of the country. The ])ress law is enough to puiiisli any 
ipartic'ular individual press which is in olVeiice or to one wdio <;alumniatea 
the entire pedic'O force; or if any thing wrong is done by any journalist 
who w^-oubl unneces, Sillily or unjustifiably abuse the police, the present 
laws of the country is sufficient to jiunish him. It is therefore not at 
all necessiiry to muzzle the press by a gagging order of precensorship 
which means not only gagging the press but through it the whole country. 
So wo stremgly protest jigainst the policy that has been inaugurated by 
the lIoiTb'le Cliief Minister in muzzling the i)ress. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. TnsuN ni, Sir. 1 lo-rei 

very iniu‘1) Oiat hii.sine.ss elsewhere 1 \v;js iiiKihle lo he present 

here iit the lime when I lie debate sl;irle<l: hul I have' had the l)enetit of 
the not (VS that have l»(‘eii made h\ m\ e.steeimMl eolhM;^>-ne the h'inanee 
Minister and J hin e also lieai’d the \peeehes e<‘rlaiiily ot the hist iw'o 
“tmilemen whi<h could haidlx iiiij»i*ovt‘ upon the n'porl. vSir, I htuird 
the hon-ourahle leader of the Opjiosil imi ^-elliii^ iuiral omm' the liheT’ties 
of the jiress and o\er the impoitaiici' <d tlie [iress and lu (lie midst of his 
enthusiasm he was addies.siii^ tln‘ piess insl(‘ad nt tin* House am] at tin*, 
same tiim* dcmionst lat inj^- his (mllnisiasni h\ shalxiu;^' liis list lowaids tlimn. 
This is t,\}>ical. As a matter oi l.iet, nohod\ d«‘.sii<‘s to miizzli' the piess. 
Hut we have t-o shake our fists on linMii on occasions when tiu‘\ excei'd the 
hounds of piopiiet\. Sii, 1 ha\<* just riduincd from DcDii and there 1 
(‘■omjiared notes willi some (d the lead<*i^ of India ii'u.mliiio' ()h> manner 
in which the lilnuties or tin* licema* ol the press is ciiitailcd in ihi‘ [Hir- 
ve.\ino- of communal ni'Ws and it was a ^eiimal consemsus <d' opinion that 
nowhi'ie in India has tin' pia^ss so Jiiuch licence as in Hen;;;d. There was 
a general consensus of opinion that hmi' wa* lia\(‘ allowed toe mmdi licmice 
to pi'ess and have eiiaided them to carr\ on \iluperaliM‘ caiiijiai^’n which 
has hi'oii^lit about the d(‘t(‘rioration in the conditions heii'. I^dsewdiere 
lh(‘ press has c>o-operated with the («o\<*rnment of tin' j)ro\iiic<>. ldu‘y 
\iav(‘ bound themsehes by certain code of conduct in aecoi'da nee with 
which they onlv joint ( iovernment communi<|ues or jinsss news in a form 
not calculated to excite hatred aj^iainst the jndici' or Ian coinniunal tension. 
Hut o\(‘r here e\ ('r_\ body is carrviii}.'’ on a vil uixoiat i\ e campaij^ii and so 
W(* ha\(‘ t-o r(‘sort to joa'censioshij) order. 'rh<‘ jmlice have lieen c(oid(‘mned 
not one but the entire m<‘m]K*rs of the torce. ddie.\ have )>eeii atta(dv4Ml 
by the jirt'ss with the result that a boding’ of hatied has bisoi aroused 
against the [miIicc witli the most disastious effect to the jieace of tlu^ 
joovince. It has been slated that the .ordinarv jiress laws aie sii flir leii t . 
4'lit‘ ( iov (MiiiiK'nl can jirosm-ute and take sb‘|)s against tio' jicrsons violat- 
in< 4 ' tli(‘ laws <.;ovcruin^' the jiress. Hut, Sir, this is loo late. 

Miscdiief has alri'ady been done — jMiismi has already bemi spread 
and it has |»ermeat<Hl into tin' dilVerent seetions nf tlo' societv 

that find that thev must tak(‘ steps in (odio* to reincily a, lancaed 

ucmisation against the jadice. It has b(‘en said whal does it maltio 
if sOiiK* reports an' e\aoo(*rat<‘d. It does mater a areal- deal because 

tlies(' exaaneiated repmts do j^ive rise to very si'rimis eonsi'ijueiiees 
and the last sjieakf'r ri'lern'd to Noakhali imideni ami stall'd tli.it niiaht 
be some of the rejiorts wi'li' ineorri'et ; iniaht be that some of the leporls 
wi'ie ('xa^a(.i,;,j(M|. Did the honourable member nonembei' that tha ieelinp; 
that was arousi'd aa’ainst, the Noakhali ineidi'iit was due to the rajMirl 
issued b\ the Hii'sidi'iit ol the H<‘na;i| Hr<»\ineial ( ona-iess ( -oiiiniillee 
that b,t)IM) Hindus were bulch(*r(‘d in Noakhali and tlieiealler Muslims 
were butcheied in otlier jMovinci's as a direct n'^iilt id the lepoil and llie 
jniblieity which was ajven to it in the pi-essi' Can anvi'edv denv how 
mischievous ('xnaamated lejMuls are w Im'Ii thi'V an' not ioiinded on taels. 
Sir, I think, jnc'ci'iisorship oiih'i' is the h»asi that this ( io\ eriimi'iit. (‘.an 

put out. It is not a-;|oo-ina- the press. 1’he pri'ss is jM'imilted l^i jmt. out 

news and to eomini'nl iaiily on [Milne matters but not to joit out in such 

a maimer as may excite tin* public aaainst one oi tin' other section ot the 

jMiliee or the yioliee as whole. it \ou hnik at tin' ordei \ou W'lll find 

that consideralde ojijiort unity has been [.^ivi'ii to the jin'Ss to pul torward , 
news in the jnojier manner, but that lieenci* has Ix'en curtailed. I myselt 
felt that the incidents that U>uk place were verv much exa one rated and 
these have compleii'ly satisfiml the (loveinment that a delila'i^ite attempt, 
was bein^ made to excite hatied aoainsi tin* }Mdi(‘o and the result ot those 
-attempts and the result of the false publieitv which was oiven to ('xano'e- 
rated reports has been that the jiolice not nierely one section but all 
sections have been subjected not merely to attacks in the press but 
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tt> physifvil utiackH 4iii(l when w'e siiiy llnd ihese false a(*c\is 4 »ik)ns have 
s|M)ile(l the inonile of Ihe }H)li(*e that is wltai we nie^in. The inonile of the 
]M)lice is not iin])aire«l if you att^tek it fairly hut that is not the ease. 
Owin^ to untair attacks made upon them in llie j)ai>ers ])hysic 4 il 4 iltaeks 
upon them follow and memhers of the |K)liee have been attacked with 
knives, with homhs, with 4 icid and even slH)t 4 it. How r-an you exi)ect 

the i)olice t/O stand uj)'' Why this has lu'cii so? It has heeii so on iiccount 
of the miH(dnevouH ])ropa^^an(Ia that luis been carried on in the ])apers 

and this thiji;»’ has not slopped and the riot is p‘'oin^»‘ on. Ttie j)olice have 
not cojumitcd any atrocities. To say so is ahsidnttdy wion^-. It is this 
ext nwu'dinarily iTres]H)nsihh‘ st-alenn'iits whifh have been resj»onsihle fo?‘ 
all this and wliich aie rej)ealeil by pjt'sumahly iiiesponsihh' members of 
this House. If y<)u like t<o say thal the press has been muzzled jirohaldv 
it is a hattei* analo<.;'y than savinjj^' that tiu‘ prt'ss has Ix’cn f^a^'^tsl. 
press is jieiDiilled t-o ^r’owl undmtieath Ihe muzzh' hut it is iiol peiinilled 
lo bile 4ind it is Ihe bile of Ihe press that we brave s1o])ped. We art* not 

iiiraid, Sii-, of cidlicisms against th(‘ |M)lic('; we 4 ire not af?aid of r(‘j)orls 

against them 4ind I S4iy detinilely thal evau'y single cas(‘ which has l^eeii 
presenl(Ml hclorc us, cvauy sin^^’h* char^^e against, the police has Iumui 
in vest i^’4it«al in spile of the difiicullies of tindin;.*' olficeis to do so. 
have actually done so hec.aus(‘ w(‘ felt hov\ iiupoilani it was lhal llu' nioiale 
ot the iw)lice should la* mainlaiiKMl and Ilual sl<*ps should he laken a^ainsl 
the otlendin< 4 ' i)olie(MU(‘u as soon as possible and thal an en(|uir\ should he 
s(‘l aloof as s(M)n as j>ossihle hu- Ihe purjM>s(' ol p. ivin^- eoufideiiee lo Ihe 
]>(‘ople J'ivei'v sinp’le case hrouphi apaiinsl lh(‘ ])'olic(‘ has been invesi ip‘ 4 il- 
ed al Ihe earliesi possible oppoilunilv and in iiiosi jms(‘s Dm* (duirpes have 
he(‘n loiiiid not merely to he (xappeialed hul lo Ix' lalse AVh’ ar(‘ not 
aliaid (d <'rilicisnis 4»painsl llu* police. Htiiip- llu' complaiiils lo our nolici* 
and 1 am prcj)ai’(‘d h) say this I(m» lhal if any honouiahh* imunlMU' hrinps 
lh(*se com|dainls to our notice I shall he pn‘par(‘d lo show lo lli«> honourable 
memln'r llu' results -id Ihe p(dice in v(‘s| ipal ion m) lhal he hs) may havt' 
41 chain e lot coinnieni inp* on Ihe in vesi ipal ion and (‘xcn of [dacinp ladori' 
iiK* such olliei <*\ idence o!i Ihe matim- if he is not salisHed with lh(‘ inv(*s- 
tipalion made by Ihe p(dic(‘ Tlial is 4in olf(M‘ which I make hul 1 will not 
4illow false and exapper 4 iled slateimml to come u]) in the p 4 ipeis which will 
he 4iccepted 4is line by the j)uhlic. It is an exi raordimn’y mentality <d' 
the public that 4iny slateimml ma(h‘ h\ 4jn\lM)dv 4ipainsl llu' polna* is 4ie- 
<e])ted 4IS posp(d Irulh. In the papeus you will lind lhal soimame has been 
assaulted by I lie ]>oliee or tlmt soim* money has been taken 4 iwa \ from his 
]u*rsoii and everybody lavadinp Ihe paj)eis will juesume that it must be 
so lad then rebihdii ion is Ihe result. It is thes(‘ false stories tlml have 
pol to b(‘ slo|)j)ed !)>' this [uecemsorshij) of news btu-ause tin* misidiief of 
.so doinp Ciiinnot ])ossiblv lx* counlen'd in lime by iiny othc]’ means. One 
hom)ur4ible penlleman well known for his unbridlcMl aibnks on the (iov- 
ernment and his toUiI wuint of lopic has sbited that the Punjabi Muslims 
cannot be useful b(‘C4iuse they do Tiot iimbust^uid the lo(‘ 4 d lanpuape. I 
am sure that these Ibinjabi Muslims undersbind the lociiil ] 4 nipu;ipe far 
more than the Ourk;! ]N)lice do, but that is not the criticism th;it is direct- 
ed 4ipainst those policemen. T may tell him definitely that there is no 
difference between these tw'o kinds of ])olicemen. Sii-, 4 ittem])ls have been 
definitely made by ceidain |M)liticians or jK)litic4il orp;ini sat ions to set om^ 
sel of |M)licemen 4ipainst iinother and the result has been, as [ Imve stated, 

. that it has jiermeated even to the ptniple who now' consichu- tlmt one set 
of ]xdice is inimical to the other, and rtrr reran. Hut thanks Heaven, 
owiiip to the action that we have taken apainsl Ihe press J believe that 
the tw'o sections of the jndice are cominp much closer topether and have 
established a depre(‘ of friendliness which will 1 am sure he extremely 
beneficial fo the ]>eople of tlie country; it is what w'e are workinp for. 
Members, thouph not Imppily memlK'rs on this side, have, as I Imve 
stated, tried to antagonise one section of the police against another. But 
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W€ shall be able to ooimtor this mischievous move ami I iimy assure my 
friends that the time is soon coming- when we shall have all secthms of the 
|K)lice fraternise with one another, so that they u ill not be able t4) dis- 
tinguish one from the other in their conduct towards the public, i would 
here like to rej)eat a statement whicli I'made in another [)lace. It is a 
statement of jHilicv. We* ha\(‘ had to brinjj: some* Muslim polie'e into this 
jirovince fre)ni elsewhere in oreler te) mitigate the disparity that existed in 
tlie armed jwilie'e torea*. I rej)e‘.il this lee'cnuse* I was seirjuise'd to find that 
e've'ii the pT'e*ssmen and the \e‘i> wase and ale‘rt pie'ssnie'n ed’ J)e*lhi were* 
not aware that in the* ('aleutta police tlieie we‘re as many as 1 or s<> 
men in the armed jHiliee against til Muslim arnie-d police eml.N, and theie 
was a ;^eneral de‘sire‘ amon;^ all seedieuis m this llonsi* lli.it in all se*e*tions 
of the aelminist nation lhe*re* shouhl be* an alli*nipt. ina h* to ae-hie'Ne* parity 
between the Hindus and Miissalmaiis, and we* ha\e‘ hael to dn so. W'e have* 
had to briip»- the*ni from outside be*e‘ause we* ha\e* not b(*cn able* to lind 

traine*d lien^alees tor the* jmrjiose*. A\di\ Because* we* li.i\e not be‘en 
able to find ti’aine'd Be‘iii»a(is s.onie* i^enl le*me*n ask(*d wh\ Bnnjabi Bolie'e* 
force* have* be*e*n brounht. The*v have* be*e‘n bieoiphl be*eans(« the*y ha\e* 

lii'en iounel w(*ll-t I'a ine‘d and well elise'iplim*el ( inte'irupl ion Irenn the* Oppo- 
sition Be‘n(‘lies) ainl moi'e* than that the*.\ ha\e* iais(*el Ihe* inestij^e* e»f the* 
jiolice in the e.\e‘s of the worlel. d'he'V know how to beha\e* the*_\ have 

show n what slmuhl be* the* stanelaril eel the* indie'e* ( i nte*rrnpl ion ) until of 
eoiirse* pe*op]e* attacke'el the*ni. I am ned he*re* lor the* purpose* eet te*lliii^' you 
storie*s anel instani(‘s of how Ihe* Punjabi jeeilie-e* have* aet(*d all this time* 
in spile* of the* ph\sieal altaeks niaele* upem lhe‘ni b\ the* pe'ople*. But if 
any i e'sjieeiisi ble* nie*nil)e*r who wemhl like* l-ee he*ar abemi lhe‘ni I shall be* 
Ljlael to iee-()unt the*ni on the* unele*rslanelin;; ed eemise* that lie* will md. 

?e*jee*al l}ie*ni to any one*. Be'eaiise* 1 know he»w* the‘\ bi*ha\e‘d 1 ehe pay tributes 
to tiie*ir sli'ain anei fie*r \ e-ha i'ae-te*i w he> have* be*e‘n bieein'ht lo'ic loi the* pur- 
pose* ol [leae e* in Oalemlta, anel I ni>y\ sa\ that on 4ie-e-e»nnl ol Ihe* prcse*ni'e* 

ed' lhe*se' Jbinjabi I'olie-e* in ('ale-iilta the* situation has not ile*l e*rie)ra I e*il 
( int e*rrnpl ion ) e)the*rwise* the* situation nii^ht have* e|e*le*riora I e*il anel wa* 
nnYlhl have* re*ciuile‘se'e*ne'e* oi riots. As I have* saiel, the* sitnatiem has not 
'le*t eriora t e*d on ae-count of the* pre*se*ne e* id' Ihe Bnnjabi Ihelie-e* anel on 
ace'ount of the e‘onfiile*nee* vvhie*h lhe‘\ ;^e*ne*rally inspiie*il. The*s(* are* the* 
re*asons why Pun jabi J’olie'e* fence* are* lie*re* Now, Sir, the* staie‘nie*nt w hiedi 
I wish to make is a eiueslion of [mlie\. W’e* have* hail to lirin;.*’ these* [»e‘K)ple‘ 
liom outside*. But it is l•e*rlalnly ve*i \ humiliat in<^- to finel that we* e animl 
look aftcT' ourse*lve*s anil there* ale* not e‘nou;j;h arme*il Be*n^ale*(*s to look afle*r’ 
our inte*r(>st. W’e have take*n sleeps to re*iruit Be*noali‘e‘s ri«*hl from Ihe* 
Iwiitom anel 1 vv-ouhl re(iUe*st honourable* nii*nibe“is of all siiles, not nie'ie'ly 
the* members of the* eijijeosit ion , to ^ive me five* outstanding^ Be*n^alis, 
lliiielus anel Muslims, whom we* aie* to re*eiuil into the* aiiue*il tene’e* 

in (kilcutta. 1 iim sure* there* are* fine* |H*ople* phvsie all.v fit w Im will be* 
able to rernler si<»nal serviia* and 1 vvoubl like* to have* as many i>l' them as 
jMissible. Within a sheirt time .\ou w ill se*!* i ee-ruit me*nl of Be‘n^ale‘e*s in t he* 
arme*el fene-es has starte*el. As seMUi as we* have* sulfie ie*n I Be*n;'ali arm(*il 
feirce*, we* shall be* only teeo ^lail to elisja-nse* with Ihe* se*ivice*s ed’ those* 
non-Ben^ale‘e*s who have b(*e*n brenij^ht fiom emfsieh* anel who have* renilereel 
fine .serviea* here. So I hope* that Ihe* honourable* nie*nibe*rs inst(*ael of cem- 
elemnin^- the* action of (loverniuent will eenmr.it ulate* lhe*m on the steps 
that they have taken. As a matter of fait, 1 have* hael to be*ar the brunt 
of critie'isni bee*;»use 1 he*sitateel to ini]M>se* the* pre*ee*nsen'shi]) orele*!* for a 
lonf.>* time anel T elid so because* 1 do not elesire to muzzle* the* press, bee-ause 
J elo not elesire to stop the* pie*ss, be*eause* I elo md elesire to hineler the 
press in its legitimate aetivities. But Ihe lime* eliel eemie when it wais 
necessary te) put a check to the aetivitie‘s of the pre'-s. Jdie* jiress attae'k(*el 
Ihe jvolice f'ore*e. Sir, as .seam as the* situati-een erases, as soon as all the.s« 
riots and lawlessness, which are yeiinc- on <*em)e to an end, as soon as we 
see the temper of the people have cooled down and they are able to look 
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iifc froiij the jjroper persj)(H*iives, as S(K)Ii as wc find persons are j>re- 

jvared io co-opemt^ with the (lovernnient in keeping* doMii lawlessness and 
eradic^aie that spirit of hostility this (lovei'ninent (Mr. liiilit (Jliandra Das 
We want ref^ional (iovernnjent ) will leinove the ord(‘r. We want to sup- 
press the lawlessiH'ss and disordeis and hostilities that are ^'‘oiny on 
anionpst the j)eo})le. We want to eradicate them. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: You h ave not ^iveii efi'ect U) the p(‘ace- 
coniniit lee su^^^estiofis. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, the Chief Minister lias alread,^ 
spoken for more than 2h niinutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is my duly to s(‘e that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, unless the press 
heha\'{‘ j)rop(‘rly and not only the juess hut also the j)iil)lie, we are not 
;.,'-oinf»‘ to wdifidravv this order. Wo a!(‘ not at all anxious Is) continue the 
Older a minute moi-e than it is necessary. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Nalmr, do you piojiose to exercist* \our ri^hl 
of reply ? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: No, Sir 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion ladoia* the lion'll* is ihat this t^uincil 
do adjourn its husiiu'ss to discuss ;i definite matt('r of ur;4eiit puldic im^wirt- 
ance, namelv, the sitmiti-on created hy tlu' (h'cision of tlse (lovernment of 
Denial t-o imiMisi* pnM'cnsorshiji on ^dl news and comments criticising’ the 
activities ot the jiolice iorc(‘ in this pro\iiice, as aiinounced in a Govern- 
ment J’ress ]Not(‘ issiKMl on the 2 1 si Apr il, 1947. 

The (juestion was ])ut to a, division a with the following;' result: — 


AYES— 15. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hemandra Kumar Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Haridas Majumdar 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chanara Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 


NOES— 29. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hossein Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 

Mr. G. I. K. Hook 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Tlie Ayes liein^j:’ 15 und tlu' Noes 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Tim House 
to-morrow . 


Alhaj Yar Ali Khan 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latiff 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

Mr. George Morgan 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 

Mr Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


29 tlie motion vvus lost, 
stuimls mljourned till l-.j() p.m 


Adjournment. 


The CH)uncil then adjourned till 1-39 p.m. on Wednesday, the 30i' 
April, 1947. 



1947.1 MEMBERS ABSENT. 647 

Members absent. 

Tlie following moinhors wer(‘ Iiom <Ih‘ inootiiif*’ held -on the 

!j9th April, 1947:— 

1. Dr. Kinnud SaTikin* Ray, 

2 . M?‘. Snliaiiuddtn Ahmed, 
d. Mr. L. 1*. S. BoiiiFie, 

4. Khan Baliadiir Sxed Ahdiir Rashiil (Miowdliiii'v, 
h. Mr. Ahdiil Hamid ( ’liow dlnny , 

6. Mr. Dermoi Don ne, 

7. Khan Haliadnr Slmikh Kazal Ellalii, 

5. Mr. Mun^iiiiam flaijMiiia, 

9. Alhadj Klian Bahadur Sliaikh Mahamnn‘d -l^m, 

U). Ml-, llnmaynn /. A. Kahir, 

II. Tim Hon'hle Mi. Tarak N.ilh M\ik(*r)ea and 
A. McLaren. 
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iH^Bt Session, S5. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 30th April, 1947, at 1-31) p.m., 
beidg the 35th day of the Fifst Session of 1947, pursuant to section ()2l2){a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) whi 

the Chair. 

», - 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Ban on <<Peshor Katha”. 

109. Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the flou ble Miiiisteij in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{vi) if the ban on the book “Desher Katha,” by late Pandit Sakharam 
Gonesli Deuskar is proposed to be removed without delay f and 

(h) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL* RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home Department): {a) The ban was litied by 
Government Xotihoation No. ddcS-Pr., dated the 17th March, 1947. 

(5) Does not arise. 

Improvement of agriculture. 

Khan §ahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleas^'d^^o state whether the Government are considering any scheme for 
improvement of agriculture and pecuniary conditions of agriculurists 
including bargadars? 

(b) If so, what is that and how many years will be necessary to carry out 
the scheme in its entirety? 

(c) Are the Government going to introduce scientific method of cultiva- 
tion in this country? 

(d) If so, when? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and Fisheries (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): . (a) Yes; 
a fldiiLmber of schemes have been formulated for the improvement of agricul- 
ture. These are bound to improve the condition of, the agriculturists of 
Bengal. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to the schemes contained in the 
Bengal Plan for Post-War Reconstruction, a copy of which is placed on the 
Library Table. 

The plan aims at executing the schemes in the next five years but it is not 
possible to fix any time limit by which "development in its entirety can be 
effected. 

(c) Yes. 
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{d^ The honourable ]tiem]per is libferred to^^the* reply to part {b) of the 
question. 

(e) Does not arise.' t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: QuesMons over. 


Adjournment Motions. ^ 

Mr. FARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I have an , adjournment motion stand- 

in my name, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: An adjournment motion stands in your name — you 
# mean about the duiwan? But what are the special circumstances about 

if? 

' Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, a respectable eye-witness has 
informed me about this case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. I have considered the matter. 
Will you please take your seat, Mr. Majutudar? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: All right. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These incidents however unfortunate liave become 
common and if tlie business of tbe House bas to be adjourned for consider- 
ing these matters tlien everyday we shall have to adojourn tlie husiness of 
tlie House and go on considering these incidents. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: 8ir, it is very difficult to get a good 
case. It is a very important matter and a resj/ectable eye-witness . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am very sorry. Eye-witness or no eye-witness. 
I cannot consider this as a matter of urgent public importance in the sens© 
that the husiness of this House should be suspended, because unfortunately 
such incidents are very rommon nowadays. Since August last there have 
been innumerable such incidents and 1 think there is nothing special in 
your motion for which it should be admitted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Everyday murders are being committed 
before our very eyes : then what is the legislature for, if we cannot draw 
The attention of Government to that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot go on discussing this point 
with you. But you realise that nobody regrets these incidents more than 
myself. I regret it as much as you do or as much as any other honest 
citizen in this country does. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUM'DAR: May I ask for a statement with regard 
to this case as to wTiat steps the Government have taken or propo.se to 
take ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister? 

Th© Hotl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: If short a notice question is 
put Government will be prepared to answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He suggests that if you put a short notice question. 
Government will give a reply. What do you say, Mr. Majumdar? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I have an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. What is the urgency of the matter and why 
do you put this adjournment motion? You may state your case shortly. 



1947 .] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 


651 


Mr. LALIT CHAIfORA DAS: There are two adjournment motions in 
my name.^ I woi^d j.o take. tliQ^ first one rega^fding curfew order in 
St)uth Calcutta. Sliali I make a state^^entP 

Mr. PRESI DEMTs^ make a short statiment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my motion runs thus: this Council 
do adjourn its business.* to discus a definite matter of urgent public „ 
importance, namely, the sudden imposition of the curfew order on certain 
areas in the South Calcutta without proper justification whatsoever causing 
great inconvenience and injury to the pubilc, trade and commerce froi»^ 
d a.m. on th^ 24th April till 6 a.m. on the 2'5th instant when even children^, 
had to go without milk and many had to fast. 

Tliis curfew order has given South ('alcutta a bad name. As a matter' 
of fact since the present disturbance started about a month ago> 
there has been no incident in South Calcutta. As a matter of fact 
South Calcutta is the only portion of Calcutta which has retained 
the reputation of good conduct. There is no justification why suddenly 
there should be a curfew order entailing great inconvenience to the 
people living there. The trouble for the Government is that the 
hartal was a tremendous success and that hartal was over the activities of 
the police. The public resented the activities of the police and voluntarily 
jniblic was observing the hartal , There was a large number of people passing 
by the footpath and that always happens in a great city like Calcutta. They 
were very peaceful and were not doing any injury to any one. That was 
what we saw in South Calcutta. But near my house a portion was curfewed 
tiom Jagu Babu Bazar and up to Elgin Road, it was bounded on the 
western side by Harish Mnklierji Road, on tlie east by Ganga Brosad 
?kfukherji Road. There was absolutely no justification for curfewing this 
area as there was no incident and the people tlmre were peaceful. Another 
portion which was curfewed was hounded by Sadananda Road on the west 
and hv Rnssa Road, the east by Rash Btdiari Avenue on ilie south and 
ly Hazra Park on the north. The curfew order was passed very carelessly 
in that it did not give the proper boundarv. They mentioned about the 
Judges Court Road in place of Hazra Road, hut the Judges Court Road 
’s in Alipore. Hazra lioad should be in the north. Tliey also gave wrong 
boundary, namely, portion of the Ramesh Mitter Road as on the south. 
It left out the name of a portion of Kalighat Road. The result of mistakes 
vas that many people were arrested and taken to thana. As a result of 
this curfew, the public suffered great inconvenience without any reason — 
the children were without any food or milk and the whole business of the 
South Calcutta was strangled. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will do, Mr. Da.s. Will Government give 
their views? 

The Hon’hle Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the effect of ibis curfew 
order is over. So it is for consideration whether this adjournment motion 
is admissible. I am not saying that. I only say that there is uo urgency 
now. I would see that — I am not quite sure of the facts~the curfew order 
is announced in such a way that there may not he any grievance. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: How is it announced? 

The Hon’Me Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN; It is announced by publicity 
van, through papers and through radio. 

' Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is referring 

the third adjournment motion and we are discussing the first one. He 
has not read the proi>€r one under discussion. It is on the curfew order 
itself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; No^, what about this adjoummeut motiou? 
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The Hon*ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN; With regard to the curfew 

order itself, as the subject matter cannot come under discussion, I do not 
think the adjournment’ motion can be discussed. Moreover, this is not the 
first occasion that the curfew^ order has been passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, when was the curfew order actually passed 
or announced? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At 10 p.m. at night on the 23rd. The 
people did not know that there was curfew and the people could not know 
what was coming. They could not do any shopping. 

^ Mr, PRESIDENT: In that case w^hy did you not give notice on the 
25th? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I did it. (Mr. Haridas Majumd.\r: 
Yes, f^ir, he did it.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Majuiudar, Mr. Das is there to answer to my 
question whether he did it or not. At what time? ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At about 1 pm. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Before three hours of the sitting? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Immediately before we sat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Was it according to rules? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If the adjournment motion was to be 
taken U]i on that day then three hours’ time is necessary. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, when you did actually give notice? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I gave notice after reaching here — 
about half-an-hour before our sitting on that dav. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In that case you missed your chance. According 
to our rules you should have given notice three hours before the meeting on 
the 25th. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; If it had to be taken up on that day. 
But it was for the next day or if the motion is taken up the next day we 
can give notice any time before the meeting. That is our custom, or 
practice or rule. I can give you several cases when even if the notice was 
not given three hours before the sitting the motion was admitted and 
discussed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am told by the Secretary that the usual practice 
is to give notice according to the rule (rule lOQ) three hours before the 
meeting of the House, and on that day, that is on Friday the 25th the 
House met at 2-15 p.m. — not at 1-30 p.m. as on other days but later than 
ixbvlqI — and you should have given three hours’ notice before the meeting 
hour but you did not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Please give me a hearing, Sir. If I 
had given it three hours before the meeting of the Council on that day 
mv motion would have come up for consideration of its admissibility b} 
you tjiat Tery day. Because I could not give three hours’ notice I inisse 1 
the chance on Friday. But surely it could be taken up on the next sitting 
day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will be interpreting the thing in a different 
way from the practice of the House because the present practice is — ^and 
,ihat is strictly enforced — that there should be at least three hours’ notice 
before the sitting of the House. 
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MTi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I have not vet finished, Sir. I say 
this, Sir, that it will be giving a very bad precedent if a ruling is given 
today to the effect that if three hours’ notice is not given an adionrnment 
motion cannot at all be taken np. I cannot quote instances offhand but I 
think, Sir, that there is record to show several instances where adjourn- 
ment motions presented on a day were taken up tlie next dav. There is 
another thing, a very important thing w^hich should be considered in this 
connection. We are passing through very troublous times. Did the 
Government send us the truck that day in time so that I could have 
presented this adjournment motion 3 hours before the sitting of the Council 
on Friday? The riot is going on and there is the conveyance trouble. 
(Laughter from the Government Benches.) Your Government is conduct- 
ing the administration in such a way that the riot has not yet subsided 
and you should all hang down your heads in shame instead of laugliing. 
On the 25th also there was the riot going on; people were being kiHea; 
stabbings were going on and all atrocities were continuing with all the 
attendant inconveniences to the public. That we could manage to attend 
the sittings in spite of the turmoil in the city should go in favour of 
waiving the 3-hour notice for adjournment motions, I mean in respect of 
my adjournment motion put in on Friday. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Das, you must finish. You are 
expected to make a brief statement only in supi>ort of your motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That statement I liave made. You 
have raised a point affecting the privileges of members of this House and 
this will apply every time in futuie, namely, th.'it thei-e should bi‘ -3 hours’ 
notice for an adjournment motion. What I want to say in reply to that 
point is that extraordinary circumstances jirevented us from coming 3 hours 
earlier. 

Mrg PRESIDENT: Well, Mr. Das, I cannot help it; 1 have to go 
strictly according to the rule. Apart from that what is the subject-matter 
of this adjournment motion. You are (luestioning the right of Gosern- 
ment to declare curfew in Bhawanipore but this is a right conferred on the 
Government by a statute and in exercise of that statutory right Govern- 
ment have taken the steps. So T do not think I can allow this motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have got another point to place before 
you Sir, and I would like to have your enlightenmejit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; What is the motion? The motion is 
about the sudden imposition of the curfew. I am surely not going to 
question the right of the Government to impose a curfew but even when 
a curfew order is imposed we are entitled to protest against the abuse of 
the power of the Government in imposing the curfew. All that my adjourn- 
ment motion seeks to do is to censure the sudden imposition 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, curfew orders must be iiiljxjsed very 
suddenly in the present circumstances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will you kindly 'allow me to have my 
say ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very patiently listening to you, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; What I say is this; I do not question 
the right of the Government to impose any curfew; that is altogether wrong 
and very often curfew orders have been imposed by trovernment in different 
parts of Calcutta and that has never been questioned bv us and from that 
circumstance you can certainly understand nnr conduct tliat we are not 
questioning the right of the Government in this respect. But what I do 
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protest against is the abuse of this power of the Government to impose a 
curfew. All that I do say is that this sudden imposition of the curfew in 
South Calcutta was absolutely unjustified. It wa« suddenly done and for 
this we want to discuss this matter in the House. Therefore I want, to 
make the question absolutely clear. Have you heard of any adjournment 
motion being moved, Sir, simplv becaues a curfew order was being iinpojed? 
Eor the peace and tranquillitv of the city the Government have a ri^t to 
impose a curfew; we have never challenged or questioned that right. But 
equally we have also the right to protest against the abuse of that power. 
It was the abuse of that power by the Government in suddenly imposing 
the curfew in South Calcutta which was absolutely quiet from the 24th 
Alarch till then. This has given a bad name to South Calcutta for nothing. 
Therefore, when the Government is abusing its i)ower we are entitled to 
protest against such abuse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you finished? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes 

Mr. Haridas Majunidar rose 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot rise at this stage, Mr. Majumdar 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I say something on 
this matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, T am not going tf) listen to you. But are j'ou 
rising on a point of order because if you raise a i)oint of order I am prepared 
to hear you. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No, Sir; but on the present 
point regarding the admissibility of the adjourumenl motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. I am going to hear the views of Government 
only. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; But I am equally interested in 
the business of the House as a private memher. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Only the mover of the adjournment motion 
expected to make a short statement and the (Toveriimeiit too can make a 
short statement in support of or in opposition to the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Could I not say or submit 
anything a- to the motion being not in order according to tbe rules? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If tbe Cliair allows, then certainly you can. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Then may I have your 
permission ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, go on. In that case Mr. Majumdar, 
you can speak also. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The chair should not give 
Mr. Majumdar the rio’lit to speak simply because that right has been con- 
ceded to me also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you can address the House, tl^en others also 
can. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But, Sir, you have always 
allowed members to speak on the admissibility or irregularity of motions. 
What I am going to say is that my friend Mr. Das has in the garb of 
explanation raised the merits of the question. So far as an adjournment 
motion is concerned, it is a well-recognised principle that recurring 
ii cidents are never considered to be urgent. The word ^‘urgency’’ is always 



ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 


m 


1947 .] 


interpreted as having always occurred for the first time and that can be 
'■discussed when the House meets. Therefore, the imposition of a curfew 
4rder which has been Recurring in Bhowani]M)re can never be the subject 
of an adjournment motion because it lacks the first qualification, namely, 
that it is not an urgent matter of puWi»‘ importance. Secondly, as my 
leg^rned friend has pointed out he has no gTou>e or grievance so long as 
people who belong to other camp are puni>hed but it matters very much 

if otliers are punished. Therefore, the motion is out of order from all 
points of view. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: My point is that it is an urgent matter 
in this way: that 25 hours or do hours curfew are bring imposed without 
any interval, so that milk for children may be obtained or doctors’ advice 
may be obtained. In other provinces wdiere curfews are imposed of such 
long duration some hours are also allowed by the authorities to enable the 
people affected to obtain their food in the locality. Here you see the policy 
of the CTOvernment is verv bad and as regards the areas given it is very 
confusing and ignorant people going into those areas were taken into police 
vans and were fined en masse. That is the reason why this matter should 
be discussed in an adjournment motion — because, Sir, it is very urgent. It 
is the result of the guidance of an unreasonable Government. So this must 
be thrashed out. I do not sav that there should be no (uirfew order; but 
1 do sav that n'asonable time should be allowed to the peo])le of the locality 
where 24 hours or 85 hours or 59 hours of curfew is im])osed. So it should 
not be treated lightly. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBiSH : Sir, there are two 
questions involved which should be considered when you are going to give 
ns your consent to the adjournment motion. My fri«md Mr. Hamid ul Hu() 
’('howdhury has said that if it is a recurring incident it cannot be argued. 
My submission is that recurring events or not, anv })articular event which 
might have taken ])lace under certain (“inuimstances, may be urgent in the 
sense that that event }ia[)|)ened at the instam^e of (rovernment and under 
circumstances which had no justification for the issue of a curfew order in 
that particular area. The lionourable member has tried to bring up this 
motion before this House on two main grounds. The first is that there was 
alisolutelv no incident in that area and nothing ha])])(‘ned in that jiart of 
the localitv to justify the issue of any curfew. The sei'ond jioint is that 
it was jias^ed suddeiilv at certain hours of the night when the ordinary 
I)eoj)le or m()st of the people could liave absoultely no information about 
the curfew order and they cannot aprise them^elve.^ of the order 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. I 
find that Mr. Mahalanobish in making a statement is really going into the 
merits of the case which T submit he cannot do. The point that is before 
the House is whether this adjournment motion is in order or not, 
whether you should allow it or not, whether it is urgent, wheHier it is of 
public importance. These are the onlv j)oint.s on which the discussion 
should be based 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: It is uot a point of order 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: You are not to say whether it 
is point of orSer or not. The Chair is there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish, I do not think you can go into 
the merits of the case. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Not at all. Sir, I only 
said that there are two points for consideration. First of all as the mover 
has said there was no justification for the curfew order and the second 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It is really going into the merits of the case. So 
I think you should avoid it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H; Sir, regarding the 
question of the urgency of the matter and of public importance the mover 
of the motion has already said that there was abuse of the power and there 
was no justification of the order. Under the circumstances you may in 
your discretion allow the adjournment motion. These are the points which 
am placing before the House and I am not discussing anything else. I 
am only placing these two points. The urgency of the matter should be 
seen and also whether there is proper justification for the imposition of this 
order. So, it would be for the Hon’ble President after hearing the Gov- 
ernment spokesman on this subject — whether these three points have been 
satisfied, namely, whether it is of public importance, whether there was 
proper justification and whether it was urgent or not. I submit, Sir, that 
the mover has satisfied the JTouse that this motion conforms to the rules 
and therefore it is admissible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Sen. 

Mr, SATISH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, the points to be discussed and 
decided upon are (1) whether the motion satisfies the condition of paragraph 
97 — whether tliis matier to be discussed is of urgent juiblic importance. 
About this point it has been amply shown tliat it is of urgent public 
importance. Now, about the time for giving notice, T find under section 
10 it is stated that the notice should be handed over to the Secretaiy at 
least three hours before the sitting of the Council, so that the mover, may 
take the Chaii‘’s i-eiinisvion to move the motion. Tf the recpiired space of 
time is not there, the motion cannot be moved on that day, and it might be 
said that the provision has not been comjdied with. The provision of time 
is there only to enable the Tb’esident to consider the matter. So, if the 
motion is not taken up the same day, I think full three hours’ time may 
not be nec(‘ssary. Tt transpires also that on the 251 li it could not be taken 
up. So, bow can it transgress tbe time-provision? Tf a restrictive order 
is put on like Ibis, a verv valuable privilege of the House will be curtailed. 
I think. Sir, you should treat this matter more liberally. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think the matter has been 
sufficiently discussed. It involves two points. First of all, whether the 
matter is urgent and whether the notice was given in time. Now, as 
regards the notice, I am inclined to think that tlie noti(‘e was not given 
in time. The notice should have been given three hours before the meeting 
on the 25th. As the honourable mover considered the matter to be urgent, 
be should have taken the earliest opportunity to ask for permission by 
putting in the notice. That he did not. We had a meeting on the 25th 
and so far I reTuember there was no adjournment motion pending before 
the House on that date; we discussed non-official resolutions on the 25th. 
So if the honourable member had given notice in time the question of 
admissibilit;^ of this motion could have been taken up on the 25th 
immediately after the Question Hour. But he did not comply wuth the 
provisions of Rule 100. 

(Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar got up to say something.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, the Chair is now addressing the House 
and the discussion has been finished. 

Then arises the question, ‘‘the .sudden imposition of the curfew order on 
certain areas in South Calcutta without any proper justification.’’ Now 
the expression “without any proper justification” cannot be taken into 
account in considering the admissibility of the motion because that will be 
really going into the merits of the case. It is not open to the members to 
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go into that point and it is not the function of the Chair either to go into 
that point. Now here Government discharged certain statutory duties — 
and it is the practice and we have precedents in this House that adjourn- 
ments are not usually allowed when a question arises out of the Govern- 
ment’s discharging their statutory functions in course of the ordinary 
administration. That is exactly what they have done here. Therefore, I 
consider this motion out of order. So I do not give my consent and that 
is my decision. * 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I have got up not to say anything about 
the decision given by you but only on a matter of fact. On the 25th 
instant I moved an adjournment motion and that is the reason why my 
friend could not move this motion of his. The point is that on the 25th 
there was an adjournment motion already pending and it is 1 who moved 
that adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That made no difference whatsoever. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But there was an adjournment motion 
already that day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That makes no difference as regards the admis- 
sibility of this motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have another adjournmeni motion on 
the comment of Mi'. Sulirawardy, the (’hief Minister of Ihuigal, regarding 
the 100, Harrison Road case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wliere was that comment made, can you tell me? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We came to know of it on the 25th from 
the newsiiapers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Where was that comment made? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; That was made in the Asscmhly on the 
Hartal Day, i.e., on the 2drd and the statement was “After niy statement 
on Tuesday in the Council there could he no jnstification for any public 
action on the alleged incidents of 100, Harrison Hoad”, etc. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please liear me for a minute. The statement of 
the lion 'hie Chief Minister which you are referring to was made before tlie 
other jdace and so it was the duty of the other House to take up the matter 
there if it is so desired. And it is not the practice to discuss matters 
mentioned in another place on the floor of tliis House. That is a dangerous 
practice. I can never encourage that practice. So I would request 
you 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; One minute more, Sir, I want to have my 
say. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What I do say is this 1 am not die- 
cussing the right of the Chief Minister to make a ‘statement in the 
Assembly; nothing of the sort. You asked of me where lie made that 
statement to which I said that he made the statement in the Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will vou kindly hear with me one minute? Is. 
your point this that you take exception to a statement made in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, not witli res].oct to that. 1 take 
exception to his stalenient repardinp the 100 Harrison Hoad, case. 
Nowhere in mj" motion have I said that it was made in the Assembly. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: I must know where the statement was made, so 1 
put the question. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: From wherever he made tlie statement 
tlie comment was piildished in the papers. He did the mischief by his 
comments and llie statement was publislied in the pa}>ers and we reail it 
and saw that it was calculated to prejudice the prosecution and help the 
defence. When my adjournmejit motion regarding* ihe 100, Hairison Road 
incident came up before you in this House, as .soon as I ]*ead out the 
adjournment motion, the Chief Minister got up and said that Ihe case was 
suh-j}i(hce and re(piested tliat no member make any comment on the case. 
Then, Sir, in liis statement of tlie 23rd, he further said that this case was 
enquired into hy liigli-ranking rxovernment servants wlio made the enquiry 
with meticulous cai-e and he said that even if officers of the Crown who 
Lave now decided to send up the lOO, Harrison Road case to tlie (‘ourts 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a Jioint of order, Sir. I do 
not think that the submission that Mr. Das is making is relevant to the 
point to be decided by you now, namely, whether this adjournment is 
admissible or not. The statement which is being referred to by him was 
made in the other House; and he has also referred to its publication in the 
press and if he can refer to the Premier’s statement in the Assembly as 
published in Ihe press, they may have occurred in the headlines. There- 
fore, as you have rightly observed. Sir, statements made in the other House 
should not be the subject matter of discussion in this Hou.se; otherwise very 
bad practice would ereej) in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a new point of order, ^Ir. Rahman. 

The Hofl’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Wliat I am snving is that it is 
not relevant to the point of the motion whether the motion is suh-juJicr or 
not. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I was referring to the conduct of 
Mr. Suhrawardy in this Council House. As soon ns I read out my adjourn- 
ment motion lie stood up and turning towards this side sai<l, “well, you cannot 
go oil with this motion” and whvP because Government have decided to send 
uj> the ease to a court. It had gone to the Government's liigh ranking officers 
who liad cn(|uired into the case with meticulous care; anvwav, tliose officers of 
the Crown had <lecided to send up this case and even if thev had decided the 
matter in any otlier way, Government themselves had decided that it should 
be sent iij) and he reijuesteil every one of ns to refrain from making any 
comment on the lase so that no party mav he jirejudieed. Under the 
eireumstaiiees the adjournment motion could not be discussed and had to 
be dropped. Now, Sir, be himself violates liis own contract. He liimself 
laid down a certain eon tract but he himself again vi(dates it. He makes 
a statement hereafter in the Assembly and violate.s his own contract and in 
doing so makes a very serious statement which is calculated to prejudice 
the case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Das, you cannot go on dis- 
cussing the matter at random, because you must answer mv direct question. 
The statement you are referring tn was made in the other House : was it 
or was it not ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Y es, it was made in the other House: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it was made in the other House that matter 
cannot come up in this House and I would request honourable members 
not to indulge in the practice of discussing here statements made in the other 
House; it would he a very undesirable practice and this House should stick 
to its own tradition of not discussing a matter that happened in another 
place. 
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Mr. Lalit Chandra Das rose : 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. I do not think there is anything 
more to say in this matter. So I do not give my consent. 

^Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sii\ there is another motion standing 
in my name. 

Ur, PRESIDENT^ Yes, Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: My motion is as follows: failure of 
the (fovernment to announce the order of curfew in the Bhowanipore area 
on the 24-th instant in a proi)er and efficient manner, resulting iu the 
persecution of hundreds of innocent ])assers-l)y who weie naturallv ignorant 
of the said order. 

The curfew was not imposed in a proper and efficient manner. This is a 
very urgent matter and explains itself. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You object to the metliod of the announcement? 

Mr, HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir 

Mr, PRESIDENT: M ay 1 emiuire of the TTon’ble Minister as to how 
the curfew was announced and whether Government ate prepared to see that 
it is properly announced in future? 

The Hen’hle Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I shall give it my proper 
consideration to see how better methods could be adopted for the purpose 
in future. Then with regard to the (juestion of announcement it is usually 
announced by publicity vans going round and also by notices in the press. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: I think, Sir, it should be done by hooter 
in each thana. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I shall consider it 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: In view of the assurance T do not want 
to press my motion. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, with reganl to the Ibuigal Acquisi- 
tion of Waste Land Bill we want ytuir iiermission for the extension of lime 
for submission of the new amendments. The Ilon’ble Miiil.^ter could not 
manage to print them. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What is the number of the amendments? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: About 10 or so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you come to an agreement with the Hon’ble** 
Minister ? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: What happened was that 
Mr. Nabar approached me and I said that I should have no objection 
provided the number is small 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Very well, those amendments are admitted. ^ 

The Bengal Maternity Benefit (Tea Estates) Bill, 1947. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I beg to 

introduce the Beng’al Maternity Benefit (Tea Estates) Bill, 1947. 

In doing so I may state for the information of the House 
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Ml*. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, we have not got copies x)f the 
Bill. 

The Hcm’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The Bill was 
published in the Gazette. In this connection I may say one or two words 
regarding this Bill. This Bill had passed through this Council year Jbcfbre 
last but it lapsed before it could be passed by the Assembly as it dissolved. 
It is a short Bill and I think there is no objection to the passage of this 
Bill. Therefore a date may be fixed for the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What date do you suggest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAIN: One week. 

There is special circumstances regarding this Bill. It had passed through 
the Select Committee of this House and it was also passed clause by clause 
by this House and after that it was introduced in the House exactly in the 
same form with this dicerence 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I just enquire whether you want both con- 
sideration and passing of tlie Bill, because in that case sufficient time will 
have to be given to the 0])position for amendments. What time you suggest? 
One week will not be sufficient, because the amendments will ha\e to te 
tabulated, ])rinted and circulated. It will take time. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: The time should be at least a fortnight. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We may 

agn^ee to 15 days, provided amendments to the clauses of the Bill are also 
given . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, amendments aie to be sent in by 3 p.m. on 
the loth May. On which date you j)i-o]K)>e to take up the Bill for con- 
sideration ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We want to 
take that up on the 15th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want that the Bill be taken into consider.a- 
tioii on the 15th, then the office will recjuire time for ])rinting and circulation, 
etc. 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sii*, we want a fortnight’s time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhy do you require a fortnight’s time? How 
many clauses there are in the Bill ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 17 clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Only 17 clauses! Then I think we can fix Satur- 
jUlay, the 10th, that is, ten clays’ time for putting in amendments and four 
y^ays for the office; then the motion for consideration may be taken up on 
the 15th. 

Mr. LALIJ CHANDRA DAS: Provided, Sir, we finish the Acquisition 
of Waste Land Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So long as we do not finish one Bill we cannot 
take up another. So, the Bill will be taken up on tlie 15th provided the 
other business before the House is finished and by Saturday, tne 10th, the 
• amendments to the clauses of the Bill may he put in. 

Now, the next item is the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Laud Bill. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. BISWAN ATH ROY: Sir, some amendments were moved the other 
day 
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Mr^ PRESIDENT: I understand tliat Mr. Biswanath Roy was ir 
possession of the House on Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal's motion that the 
Bill be, recommitted. Yes, Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr, BISWANATH ROY: Sir, my arguments for supporting the 
simple. Quite a. large number of amendments — ae 
many |is 600, according to the Secretarj', have been tabled. From this i1 
will "be clear that Ae original draft of the Bill even when revised by the 
Select Committee is not at all happy. There are suggestions for manj 
changes in the Bill and instead of considering them one ])y one in the open 
House, the matter may be referred back to the Select Conimittee again and 
thus suggestions contained in the amendments mav iiave a cliance of being 
considered carefully in that place. 

Moreover, as the number of amendments is very large, it will take a 
very long time for their consideration in the open House. I'he honourable 
members will speak for and against each of them. But if it is presented 
before the House after consideration of the suggestions in tlH‘ amendments 
now put forth it will not take much time to discuss the Bill in this House. 

It may be recalled that at the time of introducing thi.s \ery Bill in the 
Lower House a fairly large number of amendments were tabled there and 
those amendments were of a similar nature. Jt only shows that substantia] 
changes are essentially necessary in the Bill. These ( hanges cannot he madt 
in the open House. The ]iarty mandate to the honouralde memheis of tlu 
Government side here stands in the way — scarcely any memher tinds a scopt 
to exert his free judgment. It is our sad experience that whatever amend- 
ment the Opjmsition will move will be negatived bv the Ministerial party 
bv sheer force of a brute majority. The merit, genuineness, honesty oi 
purpose or anything whatsoever in such amendments would he mercilessly 
thrown out. 1, therefore, think the reconsideration oi the amiunlment s 
the same Select Committee once again will ensure justice and fair-play. 

Besides these, when the Bill was considered in the Select Committee firs' 
time it was rushed through so very hastily^ when the memliers of our part} 
could not attend due to short uotice and could not take i)art in the proceed 
ings of the Committee on the first day. Many clauses were taken up anc 
finished on that day' and when in the next day’s proceedings the memberi 

of our party^ in the Select Committee wanted to reoj)en the consideratior 

of those clauses they' were not allowed to do so. I>et the very same personf 

have an opportunity to consider them afresh. So if the matter is referrec 

t« the same Select Committee it will help everyone to discuss the Bill in i 
fair and square manner. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Jt is essential that thh 
Bill should be recommitted for further consideration. It is perfectly deal 
from a simple perusal of the provisions of this Bill that under this Bill il 
is intended to take over lands from a certain number of ])eople with a vieti 
to make them over to certain other people. ISow one of tlie objects that il 
mentioned in this Bill is that the waste lands, I mean certain classes ol 
waste lands would be taken over for certain public purposes. And public 
purpose has been defined amongst other things as affore^fiition of land 
With regard to that I submit that the Select Committee did not pay projie] 
attention because there is already an Act which is called the Forest Aci 
and another Act called the Land Acquisition Act both of which can bi 
applied for the purpose of acquiring land for afforestation. Then the nexi 
clause is_the carrying out of irrigation or drainug-e schemes. That also 
I submit, clearly comes within tlie purview' of the Land Acquisition Aci 
and for that a special Act is not ncces.sary’. That a.spcct of the case, I an 
afraid, has not been taken into account by the Select Committee. Ther 
comes the provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. That j 
think is clearly mentioned in the Land Acquisition Act as one of thi 
purposes for which land may be acquired provided the Local Governmen 
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issues a notification for the purpose. So, Sir, these three clauses (a),* (h) 
and (c) seem to me to be merely an eyewiwih and unnecessarily included in 
the definition of “public purpose’"; only it seems to give it the ccjfcur ol 
acquisition for public purpose. Then, Sir, clause {d) seems t# be the real 
object for which this Bill has been introduced, because I am sure my 
honourable friends opposite and the Hon’ble Minister in charge would not 
contend that this Bill is necessary for the purpose mentioned in clauses (a), 
(h) and (c) of clause 4. Now clause (d) deals with a very complicated matter 
and in clause (d){i) it is said “in order to provide them with a means of 
livelihood if thev are without such a means of livelihood as a result of dis- 
^ charge from military service, the operation of natural causes or circum- 
stances, such as disturbances of the public tranquillity over which they have 
no control”. Now we know, Sir, and it is perhaps known unfortunately to 
all of us who live in this country that disturbances of public tranquillity 
have become the order of the day and that whether those people with whom 
these lands are going to be settled had or had not any control over those 
disturbances : it is extremely difficult for anybody to say anything on this 
with any degree of certainty but Government reserve to themselves the 
^^ght of saying whether a particular man had or had not any control over 
these disturbances. But, Sir, whatever that may be, the object seems to 
me to rob Peter to pav Ihiul. Therefore the name of the Bill should I 
think be changed to Itob Peter and Pay Paul Bill. It is not really a 
honest Bill for acquisition of land bv Government really for a public 
purpose. Therefore the Select Committee should be very careful in con- 
sidering all these clauses, some of which have been redundantly, unneces- 
sarily and I should say, toolishlv, brought into the definition of public 
purpose with a view to throw dust in the eyes of the Legislature, as if they 
would be carried away with these objects which (jovernment now a})])laud 
as being public purj)oses. We do know that these are absolutely nothing. 
They are not necessary because we have already got sufficient legal machinery 
for enacting the purposes mentioned in clauses {a), (b) and {c) of clause 
2(4). 

Then Sir, there is another matter which also requires further considera- 
tion by the Select Committee and that is the clause where there is an 
indication that they might intend to provide the people with holdings of 
an economic size if they are petty cultivators, bargadars or landless labourers 
whoso means of livelihood are in the opinion of the Provincial Government 
insufficient to maintain a reasonable standard of life. Then, it goes on to 
say in clause 2{4){d){iii) in order to enable such person or persons to 
carry on large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the use 
of power-driven mechanical appliances: 

Now, Sir, take these two clauses together. I do not see why this com- 
' pulsory acquisition should be resorted to with a view to give some people 
economic holdings and if the object of provision of power-driven mechanical 
ftpp|iances is the improvement of agriculture, then T submit that that can 
be ^^ily done by inducing the people to cultivate fallow lands, fallow waste 
lands wherever available, to go there and settle there as bargadars, or 
bhagdars or on other terms with persons to whom these lands actually 
belong. 1 submit that there is no fool of a landlord or zamindar who 
would not allow his land to be cultivated if really he could obtain cultivators 
to cultivate those lands. And if Government is so keen to supply 
machineries, power-driven machineries for the purpose of co-operative 
farming on a co-operative basis there is no landlord or landholders 
1 believe who would object to that. On the other hand, every 
man having some waste land would be very glad to allow that 
land to be cultivated. So all those are matters which should 
certainly require the attention of the Select Committee and I am afraid 
that this aspect of the matter has not been taken into serious consideration 
by the Select Committee, The next point that would be necessary for the 
Select Committee to consider would be mainly the question of compensation. 
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In tlif^ JBill tlie proposal is practically to deprive the people of their lands 
or perhaps large slices of their lanch'^ivithont any compensation at all. With 
a view ^ defraud the law — to cheat the law I mean section 299 of the 
Government d India Act, — they have mentioned a nominal compensa- 
tiontto be paid to the owners of the lands. There is a positive bar under 
section«^99 of the Government of India Act to acquire laud without com- 
pensation and they yvant to satisfy that law by sayin^r that they would 
allow compensation. I would like to ask whether that is a real compliance 
with the provision of Section 299 of Government of India Aid or it is 
merely an admission to circumvent the law by })uttin^ forward a proposal 
of this^<*j|nture to the Legislature. I would ask the honourable members to 
seriously consider whether this law is ostensibly provided to pay a sum 
as compensation to the landholders who are going t») be deprived of their 
lands practically for nothing. 1 submit that not literally but essentially 
it is a law which is being sought to be enacted against the })rovisiou of 
section 299 of the Government of India Act and the Sidect (’ommittee 
sliould he well advised to consider whether or not this is really an attempt 
to circumvent that law. I submit that in that view the jnovision with 
regard to compensation ought to be recast in a proper and ecjuitable manner. 
Then there is the provision in this Bill by which the acquisition is sought" 
to be made practically on the whims of a Collector who is not really a 
collector but who should be (‘ailed Collector because anyboddy — Tom, Dick or 
Harry — may be notified by the Government as Collector but need not be an 
I.C.8., or a member of the B.C.S., he need not be a member of the Judicial 
Service — any man, any friend or anybody whom tlu^ Hon'ble Minister 
might choose to patronise or to nominate may be notified as Collector. 1 
think, Sir, this is a very dangerous proposal for the (loverjinHuit to ai)point 
any man whether he has got any qualification or not, whether he h.'is any 
judicial experience or not, to act as Collector, because you will find from 
the provisions of the Bill that very responsible duties have been given to the 
Collector, for example, to consider whether any land should be or should not 
be acquired or whether a particular land is really fit for ac(]uisition under 
this Act or whether it is a reasonable ground to claim exeni])tion under 
the provision of this Act. Therefore the man w'ho is to l)e entrusted with 
the work this Act should be a man of sufficient legal knowledge. This 
will also have to be considered by the Select Committee when the Bill 
is recommitted. I will not take the time of the House in discussing other 
provisions of the Bill which would require much more attention than has 
hitherto been given hy the Select Committee and having regard to the 
number of amendments it would appear that here are really many serious 
points for consideration hy the Select Committee again. With tliese words 
I support the amendment of Mr. Sanyal for recommittal. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I am not in favour of tliis motion. 
As a member of the Select Committee, I can say that no useful purpose 
would he served bv sending the Bill hack to the Select Committee uulef^ 
it is sent hack wiA all these amendments embodied in the Bill. WithnTft 
doing that no useful purpose would he served hy simply reeommittiug thtf 
Bill to the Select Committee. Amendments that have been tabled show 
diverse opinion on this subject and the Bill will remain the same if it is 
sent to the Select Committee again without embodying the amendments. 

Mr. ^IJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support tlie motion moved 
by Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. Mr. Morgan has said that no useful pur- 
pose would he served hy recommitting the Bill to the Select Committee, 
vithout the amendments embodied in the Bill. He has also pointed out 
hat simply sending the Bill hack to the Select Committee would not serve 
my useful purpose. Now, if the Hon'ble Minister accepts the pf)int that 
he Bill should be sent back to the Select Committee together with these 
»mendments, I think this Bill can he improved npon.^ Various ideas 
lave been given in the different amndinents. Further, this Bill is a very 



664 


WASTE LAND ACQUISITION BILL. [30th Apeil, 

dangerous Bill and we all know how in the newspapers people ar^, oppos- 
ing the general principles of the Bill.'* Several important public bodies 
have expressed their opposition to this Bill. If the Gov^nme||^ really 
mean business they can send the Bill to the Select Committee the 

Bill may again be discussed thoroughly on the light of these 700 amend- 
ments. In that case the Bill would be passed in this House in shout time. 
Otherwise if all these 700 amendments are to be considered in the oj)en 
House, it would be sheer waste of time. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I rise to support the motion under 
consideration. The real position has been amply pointed out by my pre- 
decessors that if for no other reas 4 )n the Bill should be sent back only to 
consider these large number of amendments which is not possible to dis- 
cuss here. This is enough reason for recommitting the Bill to the Select 
Committee. Mr. Morgan has said that diverse opinion has been expressed 
on these amendments. I am really sorry that the Committee did not per- 
form their duty. From a perusal of the Bill it will be found that there 
are a number of loopholes which require clarification and redrafting. The 
Government say that it is urgent matter but, Sir, where is the urgency in 
this matter. We have another Bill which is practically the same as this. 
I mean the State Acquisition of Zemindaries Bill. Many provi.sion.s of 
these two Bills are the same. I cannot find any reason unless there is 
something behind it which we cannot probe into. That is the reason, Sir, 
wliy the Opposition is very very apprehensive as to the real motive and that 
may be the reason why they have brought in all these amendments. So, 
Sir, considering all these aspects of the tiling, if the Government desires 
that there should be no delay then also for that reason it should go bark 
to the Committee. If the Government thinks tb.at there is a public urgene\ 
in this matter even then this Bll need not be hurried as there is the other 
Bill that is coming; they may wait for that thing, I mean the Bengal State 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill that is under discussion in the Assembly 
and that will be coming up here. So I should think that it is a modest 
proposition that it should go back to the Committee and reconsidered 
and after that, if possible, the Bill may be placed before this House in 
this very session to have it passed as an Act. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As a member of the Select Committee which went 
through the provisions of this Bill I rise to support this amendment. It 
may be considered that it is rather a contradiction but in the changed 
circumstances of to-day it should not be so construed because within the 
last fortnight things have come to such a pass that Bengal may be parti- 
tioned and the Hon’ble Minister might be on the other side and therefore 
this Waste Lands Bill may prove a complete waste of time. The fact i" 
that it is completely a new Bill. That wants to acquire the waste land-^ 
in the Burdwan Division as well is highly suspicious. And under what- 
ever regime we may live Burdwan Division will be attached to the Indian 
Union and therefore. Sir, it is not necessary to waste our time and tJic 
time of this Council by proceeding with this Bill. There are various 
other matters. Sir, which are hanging fire for a long time such as 
the new tenancy legislation which is now in the Assembly and we 
can take over such things but a new Bill like this need not be 
brought forward at all. And not only that, Sir. My friend has already 
pointed out that there is the State Asquisition and Tenancy Bill that ig coming 
in and therefore in that connection we can consider the aspect whetlier 
these lands should be considered as waste lands or not or whether they 
should be acquired at the cost of the Government according to the value 
of the land for which we fought, although that value suggested by us ha^ 
not been accepted. Mr. Morgan will agree with me that we wantod to fix 
it at about Hs. 50 per bigha and not at Rs. 5 as originally proposed by 
the Government or at lls. 10 as decided in the Select Committee. Mr. 
Morgan and we decided, that it should be Rs. 50 per bigha and not Rs. Id 
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per biglia. Anyway, Sir, tlio \shf>lo liill will be a \\aste of time. Not 
only lliut, Sir, the (’(‘ntial (lovernnieiil lias to givt' tliis (ioverii- 

iiieut any subvention willi winch lo ai(iuii(‘ all these lliiiigs. I thereloit' 
advise the lion’bh^ M i nistei -in-( hai to to this aniendnient so that 

we the liienibers oi the Sidei t ('onmnilcc (an a^ain sit togcdher and find 
out if th(‘ tith' ol tile Hill can he ilian.i'«Hl Into iht' Ihoi^^al Acquisition 
of East Benj^al ^\ asje Lands Hill so that theie will he no trouble; w^e will 
all ag'K'e to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the Oi.position and other 
honourable members Jiave not beeji able lo achaiiee an\ it'ason W'hatsoever 
fur the recommittal ot the Hill to the Sebat ('ominitlei* in view of the 
agreed nature of the laqioit ol the Select ('oninuttee. I am lather sur- 
jjrised at tin* number oi ainendments that have been put torward by the 
Ujiposition. h'rom a perusal of the aimmdmeiits I can come to only one 
conclusion and that is this that at a subseijiient sta;^(* th<‘ ( Ijijiosition 
changed their mind and the\ wanted to (bday the jiassuge of the Bill. 
'^I'hat can be th(‘ oul\ object with which the\ ha\e put in all tlu‘S(( aimuid- 
ments. Sii‘, it you lak(‘ th(‘ minul(‘ oi diss(*nt (d Mr. H. K. |{.o\ ('howdhury 
I beli('\(* that dissmit is. also subscribed 1,o b\ other cidhsigiies of his of 
the (Jongress ])art\. He said that in lim* sub-clause (in) id clause Id 
in }dace of 10, lb should be siibstit ut(‘d. Now, this is tlo' only nolt' of 
dissent lo the rejiort given by the (\uigress jiarty. (H couise, there is 
another not(‘ id' dissent but this is b_\ Mr. Morgan, so that, is a ditierent 
matt(‘r. Therelori', in vi(‘\v td the agreial natur(‘ of the riqiort of the Select 
(Iommitte<‘ thes(‘ amendmmits by Iht* C'ongr(‘ss |>ai-l\ arc lunhiiig hut dcday- 
ing tactics, dheii, with n'gard to the obs(*r\ at ions (d Mr. Sen, that there 
IS no urgency lor the Hill in \ H‘W ol a similar jiroNision in I.Ik* Statt' Acqui- 
sition ilill in the (dhei' llousi* I am airaid Mr Sen has jailed to appreciate 
the jirovisioiis ol that Hill. W’asti* lands caiiiioj h(‘ ac(|uired as si'parati* 
Irom the estates and aii} member who is alive In the immmisity ol the task 
of state ac(|uisition evmi after the bill is jiassed will agriM* with me that 
se]iarat(‘ legislation for ac(|uisit ion <d waste lands will bi* necessai’v in view 
(d the v(‘ry urgent, project's id ( io\eriimenl.. \\ ith ri'gard to certain idiser- 
Nations oi Mr. Mahalamdusli 1 find that he has failed t,o understand the 
necessity for such a Hill w Ikmi the liund Acijuisition Act is in (*\isleiice. 
In my o[)miing speeih I jioiiitcd out to the House that the tiand Acquisi- 
tion Act is not th(' jiropei law lo be ajiplied because theie the guiding' 
factor for compensation is the maiki't value and tor aeijuisition ol wastf* 
l.ind no mark(d n.iIuc can be piovideil, lot mark(d Naim* can be no guide to 
the land acquisition otlicers in thi.s cas(* and lhi*refore tlo're js lilo'Jy to be 
a gieat amount of confusion in tlo^ mattei' (d guidance. Wdth n*g'ard to 
the observations oi Mr. Hiren Ho.n , I am rathi*! soir\ to see that he thinks oi 
Hmigal in thosi* terms. 1 am visualising an inihqiemh-nt soNer(*ign 
State ol Herigal and I b(‘lieve that, the ma)oiitN ol jieople in Hengal 
W'ould like to have an independent sovt‘reign State (d Hengal 
and they will not givi* any encouragement to any move lor Bengal lo 

become a part, of tbe Indian Union. Ah a matter ol tact tlo'y knoNv very 

Well that, Bengal with its patri<dism, and brilliant past cannot Ix^ subject 
to any State outsiib* it, whether it is British or Indian. Bengal will be 
an indejiendent sov(‘reign Stattq 1 can j»rophesy that, and the so-i'alled 
leaders, the jisendo leaders, who an* sitting on the henehes opposite wull se<i 
Nvhat liappeiis. (Mr, Laljt Ufj.nmik^ D.n.s ; W’liat ahoni your two-Fiution 

theoi-yr*) The (jUt'stiOFi iloes not uF'ise that \\ (‘sl Hengal W'aste hiFids should 

not be dealt with in legislatimi at this stage. h’oi these various reasons 1 
t'ppose the motion for the re-e(»mFnittal (d the Hill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pjestioFi l)eb)i-e I he House is that the Hengal 
Acquisition of Waste Land Hill, 1947, as rejjorled by tbe Select CoFumittee, 
be re-committed. 

75 
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Tlift question was put and a (livisi(»n lakiui with the iollowino- r(*sult: — 

AYES-12. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar. Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 27. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendralal Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chaudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Mr. A.‘ M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 


Alhaj Yar All Khan. 

Mobarak Ah Khan. 

Mr. Abdul LatifT. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. K. MacLaren. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayt'S beiiif^ and llu* Nors ^^7 ilie nndion was 


Mr« PRESIDENT: ddn' in'xt aniendnKMii 1lial of Mi. Hiswariaili . 
But J do md. think il is in (udm, luM-aiisc h(‘ lia.s su”f.j(‘si cd a dilTeieiil 
quorum from tliat ol I.Ik* on^inal Sidec I ( ’(nnmil (t'o. So, Ihi'. is mil ol 
order. In^ilie m-xl one In* miou,.s|,s a dillmtMil Seh‘( I ( 'oiiniii I l.ia*. Tin* 
])rineij)le is tlial lln* Hill musj lx* m*( niiimilH'd jo I hr sanir Srh'i I ('om- 
niitl(*e. JNo new Sidc'cl ('oinmillet* ran hr |)roj)osrd al thl^ slar(>. Tln'ir- 
fore ainemlmrnls Nos. d, i; xml 7 air oul (d oidri and now lln* oiirimil 
motion that ihr Bill be taktm inlo ronsnh'j a I ion has to hr lonsidrird. 

d'lu' f| iiesi ion be foi (* 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sii, I w;inl 111 o!i lliii- iiioliiiii. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V..i\ wi'll, dn il. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 i iso to opjw)s(' I In' ('oiisidm'a i ion 
of this Bill. JMy firs! r'l-ound is Ihai Sir, a\i 1I the Ilon'ble Minislei 
sjieak now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, In will re]d\. Ill' has ,alread\ mo\ed his 

motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All li^uhl, Sir. Sii-, T rise io op])ose (he 
mot ion 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 rise to oppose the eonsidera I ion ol 
the Beiir-iil A^’qnisition ot Wdrsti' Lands Bill, 1!M7 My first ]ioint. hrfoir 
the llousi'i is this, Sii, that the Bill is not. ui‘;.»'ent and tlin-r is not ])ar‘tm 
eularly any very great rt'ason wh\ the Bill should la* enacb'd into law as 
presented before this llmisi*. 1 asked a qiu'stion in (his House nliat (piaii- 
tity of waste lands was lying- lallow in Bengal to w hi(*h tin* HoiTble ^linis- 
ter replied that, (he (piantity would Ik* o\er '10 lakhs of acres. 1 partienlar- 
ly ask(‘d what was the ijuantity ol Mirh lands lying- in Ihe Bnrdwan Divi- 
ision to which his answer has hi'en that the (piantity oi lands lying waste 
in the Burdwan l)i\ision would be over 4 lakhs acres. Nowy 1 ask, what 
for is he gidiig- to ariniirc thesi' o\er r>ll lakhs of ai-r(*s of laud? What is tin* 
purpose? The purpose givi'ii in the Bill is “public ]nirpose'’ ami “public ]>iir- 
pose” has been dehiu'd iu suh-clamst' (7) of ( laust' 2 of tlu' Bill. Mhll he iimlm-- 
take all these works shown under the (h*fiuiliou of “jiuldie purpose” at once? 
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Wliy slioiild tlio (T(>v«‘inmtMil lx* so n)uc!i {>o\\t‘i- lo nfijuiro so mucli 

lanclP Aow llu' ( nt\ ci idihmiI liad lands, iIicn w cro Iho o\\ii(‘rs oi klias 
nialials. Did ili»‘\ Irv aii\ (d llu* <d»)(*cis a^. (Ii('\ now disclose in siili-idansc 
(-/) ot clause ‘J (d lliis Uill 4'lic\ lia\c i.o\\lirr»“, in no pari id Hi'iio-al, Sir, 
trii'd lo ac(juii(* sinnc lands, waste lo.'ds oi klias nialial lor llie j)urj)os(‘ of 
starling' Jiiodel villa;.;e,s Jla\e l.lie\ ever liiiai il at any lime anywlHM'i'i^ 
Or ev(Mi now are il»‘\ "oiiio- lo star! al once a iiel woik ol' niodid \illao'(*s 
1 1l I oily lioiil lienyar'^ Alt' \ on lionc'^llv yi-iny lo do llial''' In ^ iew ot lloMr 
past inaidion 1 siisjieet lli<'//o//o /oA n ol iIkmi inleiiiion that tliev will ie(|nire 
o\c“r do laklis ol acres of land loi llir piiiposr ol canviiu 'Mil llo jMirposes 
wliieli have hi'cii deseiilK'd as “|**ddir pii rpiKo' ’ . 9'lie\ have not shown 
an\ eai iH'sl IK'S-, in Ihi* inalli'r at all W h\ .should lhe\ he yivcui so niueh 
power lo ae(|Uire so imieh laiul!’' d'he\ sav. Sii, dial ihov reipiire land 
loi tile jtUljio.sr ol sidtlliiy Ihelli Willi aiiv |»ei'>on oi prr-^oiis in (M'diO' i.o 
pidviih' llieiii with a means ol livelihood il they aie wiliioiil siieh a imains 
(d livtdihood as a ?(‘sult (d disihaiye Ironi the niililaiv sriviei'. Have the 
I iovern iiH'ii I lold u> al an\ linu' in this House that Ihmi' ar(‘ so many 
p(‘rsons wailiny to he piovided with wasin lands so lhal lhe\ iiiiyhl yel a 
liviny or have Ihev piodueed any plan ludoie this lloiisn that lhe\ vvouhl 

leipiirt' so ]iian\ ihoiisands ol aeies id land!'' The,, havi' done nolhiny of 

the sort and w i' eanmd trust them \ow. Sir, anollu'r tinny which armisi’s 
oui susjiieioii and ahoul which we have md loaud what the llon'hh* .Minister 
has in his mind is Ihis. I a-^k with whom these lands are yomy to he 
setthMi. At(' tliev yoiny to hi' stdlled with Ihmyalees ot with |)eisons Iroiii 
outside Heiiyal'' .Now, Sir, il lands have lo h(‘ aeipiired foi ihe purjiose 

ol sidlliny tlomi with Ihuiyalees lo help llu‘ lallei 1 e;ui understand the 
meaniny id it hut tlial does md s(M*m to he the i ase and llou'e is .soinethiny 
hidiiJid then haik. that Hm'v intend to inipm-t s(timdMHl\ idsi' from oul.sidi* 
Ih'iiyal and put tloMn in Heim.il to live in llo‘ villages that aie pioposed lo 
he iiiideitakmi on tliesi* wasli* lands. If tins h(‘ the inleiilion eerlainly wc* 
shall have oh|eetion lo it. \\ C eanmd allow the aepuisitioii ol Heiiyar'S 
lands lor peoph- eominy lioiti outside Heiiyal. As a matter of laet, Sir, I 
put a (piestion to that elteet in this House and in answer to that i|Uestioii 
the Hon’hle .Minister leleried im* to a speech vvliieh he (hdiveii'd al the 
time of intiodiieiny this Hill. .Now, Sir, that staleimmt, 1 reimmiher, 
leh'rred to tlo' jirohahihiv 'd sellliny a laiyt' (piantitv of land with Hie 
Ihliar nduyei's He lold Ihe House that eneumsiames may so tasliion 

tluMuselves, may so eoim^ ahoiit that we iiiav he eompelhs] to settle th(> 
lauds with Hiliai nduyees it the neeessilv arose, Aow, .Sir, tlu' eat is 

leallv out (d lh(‘ hay. \\ C eaiinol decree that (Uir land should he intended 

toi per, sous (dher than thosi* who ale periiMiienllv domuih'd in Henyal or 
who are r'esidelits ol the ])rovinee id lieiiyal. ddieii, Sii, it is luilher sl.iled 
that it Js also intended to settle the lands with peisoim who find that tliey 
(ould not earn then livtdihood heeaust' ol the o/ieialom ol natuial causes 
Ol for T'casoiis sU(di as d ist ii i ha m-es ol tin* piihlii I r a luju 1 1 1 i I \ . Hut h(‘ has 
not told Us how maiiv people wmild letjuirt*, htony hoimdess^ lo he prov id- 
eil with land or' who thev ui'e. So, on a yeiieral slaleimml like Ihis and 
under ei re u nisi a nees when we leai' that the hind iiiav yo aw^iy tdsew here 

we do not ieid that these powers .slnoild he e.iveii to this (ioveTnmenI In 

.leijuiit' the wastt* lands td Heiiyal. Thmc is another ihiny wliiidi has hetm 

^tail'd and it is this, that in older to piovuh' tlomi with hohiinys of an 
economic si/(' it they arc* jxd.ty milt i v atoi h.nyad.irs oi landless lahourer’s 
whose means ot lividihood are in the ojtinmn <d the I'rovineial (iovu'rn- 
immt insutlieient to maintain a r'easonahle slamlaid ot hie. Sir, lou'i* they • 
liave |Mit, the eai't lud'ore the hor^e. Tliiyv are yoiny to aeipiir'e waste lands 
1 Himyal and then tlo'y will yo no ii, shiny loi petty eultivatois, haryadai's 
"r lamlh'ss lahoureis and then find out the (juant’'y ot land that they will 
'iMpiire — on all these 1 Jiiust say the Hoiioiiiahle .Minister must, tiirni'sh 
the. House with detiniti' details as to Hie niimhei ol hihoureis, ]»(dty eulli- 
'ators and landles.'i labourers that will reiiuire sindi laiid.s. They have laid 
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no suoh plan before* the llou.se, ujkI yet tliey eoiiie forward and say “^ive 
us the ])ower to aequire waste lands”. Let tlieiii j^ive a ])ro()f of tlH*n‘ etfi- 
eieuey ainl ineornifd-ibilily before ibey eaii make such a demand. We* are 
8iisj)ieious of tlie adjiiinisi ration, for their administration is shrouded in 
mystery. We* eaiinot allow Ihe'm to liave this power. Ido*!!, about tin 
lar^e scale farmiiio- on a (•o-o|)eiat i\ e basis with the aid of power-driven 
apj)liauees. That is a, ve‘T‘y o-ood idea, uo doubt. But, hert*, a<»ain, nothing 
has been stated as tf) how mmdi ((uautity (d land will be re((uir‘pd in ordej 
to prove that a laro-e -scale farming- on a co-oj)erat i vc* basis can be carrie(: 
on; a mere stat(*nient will not <Io; simply citing- that they will do this am 
that will not do. l^’acts and ti^ures must be staled. Therefore, in tin 
absences of these facts and tij^ure's we cannot ^ive tin* (iove'rnment thi- 
])OWer to ac(|uire all the waste- lands (d' Ben< 4 al. Although co-operativ( 
Hocieti(‘S have be-eJi in (-xislcnci- in Beno-;d eM-i’ siiic(* t in- i iia u; 4 urat ion <t! 
the ( Vuistit ution (d' IddT they have m>t pro\ed as yet b\ any definite actioi 
that they waoilel Ik- able to act on a indicy of lai^e scab* tannin^’ on a (*o- 
oj)erative basis; I am suic they will utl(*ily lail. 1 sa\ that they hav» 
actually j)rovt‘d thems<‘l\es <juite untit lor the- purpose of takiuf^ so man\ 
lands on tJie ni(*r(- allegation that laro-(‘ scab- tai'niin^' on a co-operati\( 
basis w’ould be cariie-d on, nothing- of tin* sort. Sir. Althouob the co 
operative societii-s have* b(‘(*n in e*\islence* for quite a numbt*7' of yeais am 
there i-s also a Ministry of ( \>-ojK*iat i\ e l)i*j)art im-]it _\ et it lias done- notliiii;. 
of the* sort. It is only a while*wash, a smoke-scre(*n in or(b*i‘ to hide* tbe-ii 
re*al jmrjiose. J submit. Sir, that the-y have* md been abb* to jirove* be*f()r( 
this Jleeuse the nee-,(*ssity eef acepiirin;^ all the* waste- lands in B(*n^al. 1 
has b(*eTi saiel that the* ])urpose* is also for the* carry in;^ out id ii’rio-aiioi 
and draina^.»'e* sehe*me*-s. d'he* drainage- and irri;iation sclie*im's tlie*y ha\f 
in pb*iit\ all the time*. \\'he*n we* put an\ (|Ut'slion le-^^anlm;^' iriij^atmi 
ami drainage sche*nies the* aiiswe-i- alwa\s is “llii*\ an* be-in;.;' jue-jea re*el oi 
th(*y are* umb*r pre-parat ion. ” Have* llie-\ up to Ibis time* prove-el b\ e-on 
cre-te* ae-tion that the*y ha\e* eariie*el sue li ami siie li iiri^^ation se lie-nie*s or sm ' 
ami sue*h eliainaot* sehe-me-s Wliat ilie-\ ha\e- ebuie* eliiriu}^ the- last 10 u-ai 
to T'oiist* the e'onfiilene-e in u-^ that the*\ wmibi earry out the jeurpose* of the 
Bill? By the*ir' past ae-tioii so lon^’ the*\ have- not shown the* ability ahou 
irrigation ami elrainao-e* sche*nies. So 1 submit we* eaniiot. tiusi lhe*ni wit! 
the powei’ to ac(|uiie* all the- waste* lanels ed‘ Be*noal. If the- ))ro\ision of tie 
(iovernnie*nt would have- bi-e-n that for sueh ami sm-h purpose* “we ]'e*e|uii' 
se) much laJiil” that woulel have* be*e*n umb-rstamlahb*. H they had sou^^h 
ae-qu isit ion eef laml in BuielwaJi Divisieui loi the- jnuqiose* of the* Daniodai 
Sclieme ami saiel that the-y le-ejuireel so niueh laml that woulel have be*eo 
umlerstanelable* or if the-y hael saiel that eui the- JJankina or J)inaj|uir sieh 
tbev reqiiireel so mm-h laml for the* ]>urposi‘ of e*st ablish ino' moib*l village 
or i'oT' the jiurpose* of allore-stat ion or feu the* suj)|»ly id' laml to a lar^e* nuin 
bt*i' of uiiem jiloyeel me*n eef Be*n;.;a1 to he*l]) the-ni as a m(*ans of 1 i ve*l i hood 
then we woulel have suie*l\ <-onsieIe*re-el as b*;.;'it i mate* o-rrjunels lor askiic 
for powers tee ae*(|uire that epiantitv <d laml. But a-s the-y have not ^»ivei 
any detail eef what the*y intern] to elo we- e-anmd aoiee-, we e-annot oive ev/r/^ 
hhnicJic te) the (love'rnnie'iit tee aeejuire* all the* waste- lanels e»f Be*n;.>al. I siih 
jiiit. Sir, that on these* o-nmnds the cemsieb*rat ion ol this Bill ,shoulel hi 
refeise*d by this Douse. Sir, in re‘s|)e*(‘t tee the* atte‘m|)t eef the* (Te»ve*rn men i 
to hurry throuo-b this provisiem I sufmiit that there is nee ur^em-y in lie 
matter, sine-e ne*w e-onst itut ion is e-eunino- ami it is not hneewn who remain- 
ami who o-eees eeiit : the*re* are* chance's e>f two (ie)ve*rnme*nts in the* [irovim-e- • 
the* eham-es are* that this (xeeve'rnment will be ie*placee] bv a m‘W (tovcih 
ment — the* e*hane-e*s are* that the*re‘ will be* re*oional Ministries ami tin 
chances are that the*re* will be partitieen erf Be*noal (e*rie*s from Tre-asuTV 
Bem-hes : There* will be in(b*pe*nde*nt He»ve*] e‘io-n State). No erne will h< 
deluded by your seevei-eio-n State. Ye>u waiB se)verei;^-n State* e)f Ihikisthan 
and we want a vseparate State for Ben^ialee Hindus and we peo]de of Be*n;j:'' 
will stoutly oppose your sovereign Pukisthan in Bengal. We want to b' 
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part- and panad of tlio TLiion of Iiidin. AViili your Iwo-uaiioti ilieory you 
waut to sej)arale from lliiidus and we aLo want to separah* and we will 
s(‘j)aratt‘: we want a liomeland for Iltn^alt'c Hindus. You speak of tlie two- 
nation tlieory now — you wlio to tm* stock ot low-class Hindus, and 

1 say that 90 ]ier c('nt. of the MusH>.'.> ot Hcuual wi'ie Hindus. Now you 
want to sejiarate am] say >ou ]ia\c nothin;^- in common with tlie Hindus. 
vSo let us separate j*nd liav(‘ two j)rovinc«‘s oiu* with .Muslim majoi-ity nind 
the other witJi Hindu predominating, as a part <if tlu' Indian I'nion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: iM r . Ihis, h‘t Us not tr\ to s<dth' that ipicslion her{‘. 

Mr- LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir it is md a matt(‘r nj that lakhs and 
lakhs Jicres of wasti' land should Im* taken h\ the ^^-eiit ieiiM'ii (d' the fiast, 
Heiie-al and litinded o\('r to llimr ttwn people to oumuiiiher IIk' Hindus, in 
ordm* to ]»ak ist han ise the West Hen;.^al. W'e sltuiily jMolesI a^^aiiist this 
measure. ddie H oUS(' should (‘\juess iU desiie wlndlie? the Hill is ur;.;ent. 

1 sulmiit that it is a daiiean’oiis Hill and nioteo\<u as IIm'K' i.s no uiet'iicy, 
the coiisidertitioii (d this Hill should Im* ndustal hy the House. 

A\'ith these words, Sir, 1 o|)po.se the Hill. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sii, 1 lisc to ojtposc the niidion. 1'his 

IS a Aer,\ daiieaM'oiis Hill and it has hcen l)iou; 4 hl iie)oi<‘ the llous(‘ h\ jhi' 

conimunall\ minded (io\ernmeiit and it is an cnliieU eoiiiiiiiiiial Hill. M v 
ju'cvious spmikers ha\e told in a vc? \ clcarcut wa\ that we I’roiii this side 
of tlu' House to md waut such a Hill to he emoded into law This Hill 

reall\ imnnis to take awa\ the inh(‘icnl n^hl <d om* s(Mltoii (d tin* jieoph* 
hy till' (dher section. Sir, the (ioNeinmeiil |uoposcs (o t:fke awav the lands 
iiiosll_\ of \\’cst H('li}.ial, as the Ilon’lih' Minislci has pointed out, tioin the 

pmsons who own them ami he wants to s(dtlc the l.mds with otlo'r persons 

which the Hon’hle Minister (h'sciihed as |)iildic puip(tse Sii. the jnihlie 
piirpiKc immtioned hcM' is a <lan; 4 eious pur|H>'>e (Di. K\sIIMI>I)In 
T\ m(ji)\K: W’lial is the daii^^m;^) The dan;.^(‘i is llial tlie ( i ov mn imm I- 

wants to sidtlc the lands (Mi \ ii i i»i // \m ^ n ; Tlic\ want onl\ waste 

lands) d he\ will want the best lamis ami not the waste hinds. Hecause 
the definition (d th(‘ wasti' land ejscii in (his Hill reall\ does not mean onl\ 
wast(* lands. (ioxernment wants to (aki* awa\ hinds heloiieme- (o one 
|»eisoii and ri'-sidtle them with other persons who aie in their e'(M)d hooks, 
helonoiiio to then own comniunit\ or [»art\ or then supporleis. (Mr. M d. 
Taiikjq: Tlo'y are human heinus.) Cndouldedlv, hut the peisoiis I'lom whom 
thes(> lands arc heino- taken away nre also human hein^js and so thei'c is 
soim* ulterio]- nioti\e hidnnd this move. I siihmit, Sn, there is some real 
motive hidinid this Hill, Olhciwise we would md ha\e opposed the Hill 
ill this fashion wi* arc doin;^ (o-da\. (hir l)epui\ Leadei has pointetl oiil 
that (ioverinm'iit wants to ri'-setth' the lamU with the Muslims trom Hihai 
in the W'est Ihmeal to show that in \\ Cst Hcii^.d also lhe\ want to crinili* 
a maJorit\ of the Muslims. d’o-da\ in West Hen;j|al there is the ahsolute 
majority of the idher community and so we want lliat thes(‘ hinds should 
not he taken awav from the owners and ha\c tloai le-settled with idher 
[lersons. The\ should not he forced to leave their lands ( M r., M D. 'rM’I'in: 
You an* opposine- on comnnmal ;j;?oumls). Surelv, ni\ liieml says we are 
op])osine on communal ofonmls. Ifut. Sn, we h.i\c hecn loiced to do it. 
Cor the last ten years t}je\ aia* excilin;; communal jiassion aiming’ the 
people <d’ Heiie-ul in a wa\ tin* Hindus and the Muslims caiimd live together 
in the saiiK' locality and place. Although it is our intention and it is t!r' 
intention of tiie peojile in general that we Hindus and Muslims should conm* 
tog(dh(‘r and unite, the present (lovcrnment will never allow it and they 
'^:int to segregate us h\ this Act; rather lhe\ are encouraging to-day Hie 
fight between the Hindus and tin* Muslims that is going on h\ their- own 
m-tions or imndions as th<‘ case may le* So whether we like it or md this 

Government do not like that the Hindus and the Muslims should live 
together. They want that every land should be either pukistanised or 
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liindiistanised ; they have already divided ii8 with their j)(diey, with a 
hiiter ]K)li(y, a l)it<er ])ill wJiieh lh(‘y ai’(‘ ^<>iug to swallow (o-day in retiuii 
for that |)oli(;y. d'hey liave <livided us in many ways and they now wani 1 > 
divide Jlenj^al also inio a Hindu Ihm^al and a Muslim Hmi^al. To-day 
under the ^arh of this Bill Hiey want lo take away iliose lamls that aic 
now hein^' ])ossess(‘d hy the Hindus hy shei*!‘ toiia^ of law which th(\v aic 
>»‘oinf^- to (‘uacl, to-day. S(» 1 sa \ that this is a \er\ dangerous Act . Anothci 
tiling. Even if this Act wmc passed into law 1 warn you ami _\(uir (liovaMn- 
numt that, tlo' p(M»plc will not, t,()leiate it. Ih'oplc will iall.\ round an I 
disohey \oin' laws; the\ will have lo reloit; thc\ will retu.se to he ruh'd h\ 
the euriou.s land law.s that \ou aie ert'atiii”' to-da\. ddn* law that \(»ii 
want t,o (*nact to-da,\ is a eommunal law, laws hy which \ou want, lo 
st j'enj^t hen \our {)ait\ with ulterim- moli\e^. And the law that \ ou liave 
tak(“n in hand now is a most dan}.»eious law ami I wain \ou that ynu should 
not proceed in such a tasliion. II \ou ^o on, leallN \ ou will inviti* Jiioir 
trouhh'S, mole dan<^‘(‘rs which nohod\ would like to have, I hidowi'. 'llie 
Minister and his ])art_v want a sovereign Bmif^al. K(“all\ does hi' mean 
husiness h,\ int roilueinj^- this eommunal Bill in this Jloust' to-day wdiile m 
the same hreatli he savs that hi' desires a sovereign Bi'ii^al. U 
this the sani]de of soveri'i^ii Ben;j;alr' If this he the sample <d 

sovi'iei*!;-]! Bengal they ni'i'd never- ima^ini' that they will I'Vi'r ^et an\ 
sut)})ort from this sidi' of Ihi* llousi* or from tlie jieojili* in f^eneial. 
Surely thi' pi'ople in ^em'ial ari' not eommunal-mimli'd. (Mr. Mi). T\ll'io 
Jdiey are not ; only thi' zi'inindars and the op])osition are.) Aes, surel.v 

those capitalists and comniunalisN who havi' come from outside Ben<^al willi 

larj.>-(‘ sums of money ami want to have lands and husti'cs purchasi'd in (kil- 

culta and want to have ])owei and jiosition in B('n‘‘'al. J'he hoiiourahlc 

meniher who interrupti'd nii' aspiri'd to havi' a position in the ( 'oiporat ion 
and it was refused milv \estcrda\. I was pointing- out that the |)i*o|)li' will 
not tolerate thi' jiersons who want to rule hy this sort of laws to-day. 
Beoph‘ have learnt many thinj^s h.\ e\|)erienee and the\ know how to 
revolt ao-ainst the jiresent (lovernnient. ddiey havi' revolted and thi'y ha\e 
almost, succeedi'd in dri\ino-out, the mi^ht.N British imjx'rialisni from India 
They will not fail to do so in Bi'iio-ul also and to dri\e awa\' thi' ii'act iona i'\' 
and anti-nationalist I'lemeiits from this land in no time. Jdiis Bill, as 1 
have fioiiited out, r(‘all\ doi's not mean any husiness exee]it, to eii'ati' dis- 
ruption anioiio' the pi'ojile of Ben;jal. In the “public purpose” in siih- 
clause (/) of clause ‘J of the Bill it has been mentioned that the lands in.i\ 
he settled with any iicrson. There are three classes of jiersoiis mentioii.'d 
(1) those ])ersons who have suffered from riots; ( 2 ) Bai-o-adars ami (d) (thi' 
is the most, dangerous as has been jiointed out by my friend Mr. Tautiip 
that the ( iovernmeiit, want to settle the lands with the cajiitalists to I'liahh- 
them to earn more money by taking- av\ay others lamls against tlii'ir will and 
o-ivin^' them to the cajiitalisls to enable them to carry on larj^e-scale fariii- 
in<!>- hv the use id power-driven mechanical a|)pliaiices. Sir, il you yi) (Km'p 
into the provisions of this Bill \ou will find that not waste lands alone hut 
various lands may he aiVected h\ the definition of “waste, land” ^iveii i i 
(his Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, Mr. Nahar, how lono- will \ou take m 
finish 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: About 10 minutes more. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In (hat ease let us sto[) here foi- the da> ; the time 
is u]). 

Jdie House siaJids adjourned till 1-dO ]).m. to-niorruw. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.iu. ou Thursday, 1st May, 104i- 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE CQUNCflL DEBATES. 


First Session, 1S47.-;^No, 36. 


The Council met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 1st May, 1947, at l-H) p.m., being the 
86th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section r)2(:^)(«) of the 
Government of India Act, 1986. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Blioy Phasad SiN(iii Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Flood in the district of Chittagong. 

112. Mr. NUR AHMED: (/?) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a terrible unprecedented flood visited most of the thanas of 
C'hittagong during second week of July, 1946 

(6) If so, what thanas and villages of Chittagong are affected by the 
flood, how many people are affec'ted thereby, what is the rough estimate of 
livestock cattle, liouses destroyed and wdiut is the rough climate of property 
lost ? 

(c) Is it a tact that all croj)s seedling and paddy seeds have either been 
destroyed or totally damaged r' 

(d) It so, what special measures have been taken by Government to 
render (/) immediate relief, and {ii) long-term relief? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the . 
Minister in charge of the Department of Co-operation, Credit, and Relief): 

(a) and (/>) A flood affected with varying intensity the followdng twelve 
thanas in Chittagong district, viz., (1) Kangunia, (2) Rauzaii, (8) Satkania, 
(4) Hathazari, (5) Patiya, (6) Banskhali, (7) Fatickchari, (8) Boulkhali, (9) 
Anwara, (10) Mirsarai, (11) Sitakunda and (12) Chakaria, covering ^17 
villages; 250,160 people were involved; 2,067 livestock died; 88,288 houses 
were damaged. An approximate estimate of financial loss is not possible. 

(c) i4w.s' crops on 26,490 acres and aman seedlings on 10,028 acres were 
affected. 

{d) {{) and {ii) Information is given below: — 


( 1 ) Causal doles distributed — 


Mds. sr. ch. 

Chira 


183 28 0 

Muri 


3 0 

Gur 


41 26 8 


Total 

243 17 8 

Biscuits 


. . 35,773 lb. 

(2) Free doles distributed — 


Mds. er. ch. 

Rice 


.. 9,014 17 3 

AUa 


. . 2,650 (T # 

Dal 

« • 

77 3 0 
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(3) Seeds distributed, lent or sold at cheap rate — 

Mds. 

Distributed free 

2,328 

Distributed as agricultural loan 

3,211 

Sold at cheap rate 

7,619 

(4) Rice and atta sold at cheap rate — 

Mdb. srs. 

Rice at cheap rate 

37,696 32 

Rice at controlled rate 

36,009 28 

Atta at controlled rate 

22 0 

(5) Tube-wolls sunk 

302 

Tube-wells repaired 

215 

(6) Medicines distributed — 

Mepacrine 


Quinine 

99 1),. 

Halozen 

. . 400,000 tablets. 

Cholera vaccine 

412,032 ampoules. 

(7) Other accessory medicine and food distnbnttd— 

Bleaching powder 

8,688 lb. 

Barley 

. . 181 tins 

(4,525 lb.) 

Milk powder . . . . , . 

. . 15 tons 

(1,784 lb.) 

(8) Persons inoculated 

495,129 

(9) Tanks disinfected 

2,^186 

(10) Cattle inoculated 

21 , 225 ' 

(11) Cloth, *eto., distributed — 

Piei es. 

Lungis 

10,828 

Thamis 

10,000 

Saris 

12,578 

Dhutis 

7,814 

Oamchas 

1,119 

Kurtas 

3,015 

Panjabis 

4,476 

Frocks 

5,000 

Blankets 

14,743 

Shorts 

10,468 

Mats 

1,953 

(12) House-building materials distributed — 

Tons. 

G. I. sheets (at controlled rate) 

447 

Jute twine (free) 

39i 

(13) Grants and loan, givao — 

Rs. 

House-building grants 

78,000 

Agricultural loan 

2,82,000 

Caltle purchase loan 

1,66,000 

House-building loan . . . . 

2,83,000 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hoirirle Minister please 
explain why this answer has been driven ten mouths attei ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: That I eanT say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does the Rarlianientarv Secretary not 
realise that the interest ol the question away if answers are delayed 

long in this w’ay!^ 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID^: (xovernment require sufficient time to collect 
all the details and hence delays are apt to occur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When was this (juestion admitted':^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: S] )eaking offhand and tliough 1 am not 
quite sure, perha])s in September, 1946. 

Mr. BISWANATH ROY: Sir, may I make a suhmi.ssion in jlus con- 
nection? When a (luestion is admitted and j)rinted tlieiv is a certain num- 
I)('r given to it and if the number of that (piestion is (pnoti'd in the actual 
answer it will be easy lor the members to follow it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that the practiee in tin* other JIousi'? 

Mr. BISWANTH ROY: I am not sure, Sir. In the list ol admitted 
(juestions there is a ceitain number given, e.g.. No. 46 ol 1917, and if 
these vei\ numbers are (|Uot(‘d at tlie time of answering tlnan tlien wt' would 
know whieh (|Uestions are being tuiswaued, as we j)ieseiv(* copi(‘s of our 
(jiu'stions lor out own guidance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, the matter will be e.xainined. 

Establishment of field laboratories in the district of Bengal. 

113. MK CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will tin lion l ie Minister in 
charge ol the Depaitmeiit ol Agriculture, Eoiests and Fisherii's b(‘ jileased to 
-tate — 

(a) if the Oovernment have a scheme to establish field laboratories in the ’ 
districts of Heiigal lor analysis ol soil and to suggest the natinlT 
and quantity ol manure required lor a ]>articulaj soil to grow^ a 
])articular crop tor the benefit of the cultivators and to popularise 
improved agriculture ; 

(h) if so, what steps the Government have taken to im]dement the above 
scheme ; and 
(<») if not, wdiy not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries): 

(n) A comprehensive scheme for the Soil Survey of Ilengal has been drawui 
up and will shortly be implementtMl. Only whim the survey is comjrleted it 
will be possible to decide whether establishment of field laboratories will 
he necessary. Field experiments will then be designed to ^‘ive correct 
advice to the cultivators in different parts of the Province. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The member is referred to the answer to question (a) above. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I ask the HoiUble Minister to tell 
u^ when the comprehensive scheme of the soil survey of Bengal was drawm 

UJ)? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID (for the Hon’bie Mr. Ahmed Hosain): I do not 

l^uow' the actual date. ^ 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the intention of the Goyernment to put 
into operation the scheme? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes, it would be put into operation — it will be 
shortly implemented. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can the Hon’ble Minister give us an 
approximate time? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot give you any target date. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want an approximate date — whether it 
would be two months or one month? We want to have a definite time. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I cannot give any definite time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that soil survey 
experiment is already being carried on in the South Suburban Municipal 
area through the agency of Government? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: May be. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: How is it that although the soil survey experiment 
is going on in the South Suburban Muni(*ij)ality the JTon'])le Minister is 
not aware of it and a lot of momw has already been spent on it. May I ask 
if the Government is aware of this or not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: It is not necessary. 

The Kumar Basanta Kumar Agricultural Institute at Rajshahi. 

114. Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge ot the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to slate whether the Government are aware that thme is an Agri- 
cultural (hllege at Rajshahi known as “The Kumai- Basanta Kumar Agri- 
cultural Institute” which is being maintained with the sole donation of 
Rs,4J lakhs made by the late Kumar Basanta Kumai Ra\ ot Dighapatia? 

{})) If so, are the Government willing to provincialise it and place it on 
a sound footing after making alterations or additions in the syllabus, it 
necessary ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries): o/ 

Yes. 

(h) Government propose to formulate a scheme for converting the insti- 
tute into a school under direct Government management for the trainin^^ 
of Agricultural demonstrators. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, there are postponed questions and the 
Hon’ble Minister, Civil Supplies, is willing to answer them. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, there is another question, No. '12, 
postponed on which the Hon’ble Minister promised to make a statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council Department is not aware that the 
Hon’ble Minister would be hare today. When was that question postponed ^ 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Question No. 32 was postponed 
on the 7th February last. It was partly answered and partly 
held over and it was mentioned that the Hon’ble Minister in chaige 
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would make a statement by the end of the session. We do not know when 
the session would be ending but may we know whether he will make this 
statement today? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es I remember the -fact but I do not remember the 
question number. The Hon’ible Minister in charge ot C'ivil Supplies Depart- 
ment promised to make a^^statement before the end of the session. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUHAMMED ALI: The session is not at an end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is expected that the reply should he given 
within a reasonable time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I will make a statement very 
soon. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I h ave got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One minute Mr. Mazumdar. I have received notice 
of an adjournment in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which runs thus : 
“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the (irovernment of Bengal 
To take effective measures for the stoj)j)age of desecration of tem})les reported 
to be systematically carried out in Kurigram subdivision. Now, the report 
or the cutting from the Avirita Bazar Fair (la wliich you have submitted is 
dated the 26th April but when was it published in tl^^ Amrifa Bazar 
Patrika'' ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It was published most likely yesterday 
or day before yesterday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must be definite. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My attention was drawn to it yesterday 
afternoon — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Maziimdar, it is immaterial when your atten- 
tion was drawn to it. The question is that the notice must be put at the 
earliest opportunity. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is a technical tenn and under the 
shelter of that technicality — specially when I was not really aware, as soon 
as I was aware of the fact, I have brought it to your notice, — you, as the 
custodian of our privileges and rights, should not rule this out. It is 
privilege of the Opposition to bring it to the notice of the House any 
important and urgent piece of information — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is an urgent matter no doubt but 
its urgency could only be proved if you did bring the matter to the notice 
cf the President at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I have done that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my attention was — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When your attention was drawn is immaterial. 
There are definite precedents on this point that the attention of the ques- 
tioner is immaterial. I want to know when was it imblished in the Patrika. 
nill you give me the date? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On the 29th and this is quite recent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me see it. 
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(Mr. Hariclas Maziimdar then handed over the paper to the Hon’ble 
Preside^^.) 

x\i‘e (loveniinent in a i^ositioii to make a statement? Have they got any 
information on this matter? 

The Hon*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Xo, Sir 1 would also object to 
the admission — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No question of admission m)W. I am going to con- 
sider that question. I am just asking you whether you are in a position to 
make a statement on this question. Are you prepared to make a state- 
ment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we do not want to take 
shelter under the teehnieal defect of this (juestion. We sball certainly 
eiuiuiie into the matter and make a statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In tliat view of the matter, Mr. Mazumdar, do you 
])ropose to ])ress your motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, that finishes the matter here. About the next 
item, namely, the Bengal A(*qiiisition of Waste Ijand Bill, I understand 
that Mr. Nabar was in possession of the House yesterday. Yes, Mr. Naliar. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, as I was pointing out yesterday, 
this Bill is an extremely communal Bill which has been brought here. 1 
gave certain examples yesterday and I am‘ giving some moie examples from 
the Bill today to show that the Bill has been ha])hazardly drafted. In the 
definition of ]>urpose” it has been mentioned that “in order lo 

enable siudi peison or persons to carry on large scale farming on a co-opera- 
tive basis or otherwise by the use of ])owei-driven inecdianic'al ai)plicaiu‘es.” 
Sir, here the (lovernment seems to take a\Nay lauds, sup])osed to be waste 
lauds from one party and wants to give itf -to some other party who have 
enough money to utilise for their own ])urpose, to cultivate; the lands witii 
power-didven api)lianees, so that there may be more cultivation. ()[’ cour>'‘ 
by this the lands will be improved but the previous o\\uers will not be ])ie- 
perly compensated and the new purchasers will be earning heavy sums oui 
of the lands. Sir, many new comj)ani(‘S are now being floated and many 
firms with modern apjiliam (\s, etc., are tiying to have their own cultivation, 
their own farming, etc., and they are ])aying good sums of money, or pro] nr 
coiiqiensation as has been j)rescribed in the Land Acquisition Act to the 
owners of the land from whom they are acquiring. But the <TOverniueiit 
here intends not to give proper compensation to the owners of sucli lautL 
whereon they propose to allow large-scale farming on a co-o])erative ba>is 
and at the same time they want to. provide the would-be owners of th()''e 
farms, of those co-operatives or something like that with a large area of laiul 
that is proposed to be acquired for nothing ])ractically, without pa\iu^ 
reasonable comjiensation. Sir, this is another way of snatching away larnL. 
snatching away properties of ont3 party and handing them over to certain 
other parties whonr the (.Tovernment wants to favour at any cost. They 
will not hear other ])eople\s ])oint of view unless they cun dance attendum 
on the Ministers and their henchmen; unless they are in the good books ot 
this ministry they will turn a deaf ear to any of their prayers, however 
reasonable tliey might be. Next we find. Sir, that the ministry want'' f ’ 
pro ride the petty cultivators, hargadars, landless labourers, etc., 'vith 
holdings of economic size. But the Bill has not been drafted as such aii l 
it has never been mentioned that they want to give homestead land to 
poor people of the very same place. Perhaps it might be the intention 
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the Governmeiit to transfer one set of persons >\ho may be landless labourers, 
hargadars, or petty cultivators and to provide these people whom they have 
marked out, they would take away lands belonging to other persons and will 
give them to such a set of persons whom they have itt vien and who may 
be outsiders, newcomers in those places wh^re they will be settled. It ought 
to have been clearly stated in the Bill, if at all (iovcniineut were serious 
about it or if Government meant business, that they intend ])roviding lands 
for peisons of the same locality, for those persons who have no homt'steads 
of their own in the locality where they are Avorking at lucsi'nl, wlnwe they 
are petty labourers, or hargadars or something like that. But it has not 
been i)roAdded as such. Therefore, Sir, w^e think that (here is some inotiA^e 
behind the minds of the Government and they have not cx})ressed clearly 
what their intention is. They merely say that they may give it to such 
and sindi jicrsnns as they think best. Therefore, Sir, we are susjncious of 
the Government and we do not like that such a Bill should he passed into 
an Act. Next, Sir, they want to hand over such lands, as mentioned in the 
portion following the definition of “public purpose”, to such other persons 
W’ho liaA’e been demobilised or rather discharged from military service or 
supposed to have been doomed by natural causes or circumstam-es such as 
disturbances of the publi(‘ transiiuillity and so on and so foith. Sir, here too 
it is a very dangerous thing. Sir, we had been systemalically opposing 
importation of ])eoj)le from other places but the Government is bent upon 
bringing one set of jiersons from one place or from some districts and 
putting them in a different place, in different districts wdiere they would be 
absolutely newcomers. Sir, a man wdio has been discharged from military 
service seems to me to be (piite fit to w'ork in some other place or he might 
be absorbed, if the Government so pleases, if the Government w'ants to 
favour them, in some other posts and jobs. They w'ill be (juite fit to do 
their ncAv duties as they were in the military service but that is not to be 
and Government wants to provide them with lands. To aggravate our doubts 
they have not mentioned how nundi they wdll be given whether one acre, 
twm acres or hundred acres. It also funny that the Government has not 
mentioned if (hey are going to charge them anything for jiroviding them 
wu'th lands. Whether Government is willing to providi* these lands free, 
or whether th(*y want to charge them any mon(‘y for tin* lands; — (ha( lias 
not been mentioned in any sectiem of the Bill. Goveiiimcnt mendy say 
that they want to resettle those lands with certain ])ersons. vSo J say that 
the Bill has been drafted A^ery haphazardly; the mind ot the Government has 
nowdu'ie been disclosed; it has nowhere been mentioned that at the time of 
settling these lands they will charge thcTii the same amount or will make 
a black market of the lauds they aie going to accpiirc* and distribute* to those 
men, ot- Avhetlier they will charge double, treble or 100 times the value 
of the land on those men or on companies w'lnbdi will carry on farming on 
those lands on a (‘o-op(*rative basis or on those who have relumed fiom 
military service, and so forth. What amounts they will la* charged and 
liow' thev will be charged — is nowdiere mentioned. It has been only men- 
tioned tliat the Government will acquire ceitain lands, I mean wastelands. 

The next thing is the definition of waste land; this also has b(*en hapha- 
J^ardlv drafted. It is not clearly understood what lands '•(•me under the 
category ot w'aste land. The Collector has been given full ]>ow'er to make 
use of his own explanation of the definitions and otln*]- things, and at the 
same time the definition is not clear. In the definition w'e find that w\aste 
land means any land which has been lying tallow, tincultivated since the 
•list .Tanuary, i947. This I consider to be a hoochvink. Why has this date 
been ])ut in? The -list .January, 1947? That means that they wmnt to* 
take the people Iw surprise. Sir. this Bill was introduced long after the 
dl.st 'Tanuary, 1947, ann the public or the poor people who have Jands or the 
owners of the lands did not know wdiat the fate of their lands w'as going to 
This date, namely, dlst January is really dangerous. It should have 
toen, as we think, some date after the ])assing of this Bill, so that the 
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present owners of the lands might have got an opportunity of having them 
cultivated. Besides, there might have been other difficulties that had stood 
in the way of cultivation, namely, irrigation and other difficulties. The 
Government however do not propose to meet those difficulties, to help the 
people, I mean the owners of the lands in quelling (removing) those diffi- 
culties, so that those lands might be made fertile, but at the same time they 
want to take those lands away and put in newcomers and that also without 
removing those difficulties. In this Bill nowhere has it been provided that 
after taking those lands Government will take steps to do away with those 
difficulties. If they are really waste, uncultivable lands, why did they not 
do anything to render them cultivable? If they really did make any 
attempts then I am sure the present owners of those lands would have put 
on cultivation on those lands, and Government would have earned their 
gratitude for helping them to be able to cultivate their tallow lands. 

With these words I op 2 > 08 e the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to supi>ort the motion for the considera- 
tion of this very important Bill. Sir, of all the measures that have been 
brought before this House I ihink this small ])iece of legislation is the most 
important and useful. I am very sorry to say tliat a communal colouring 
has been given to such a beneficent Bill wliich is calculated to do immense 
good to the masses of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hon’ble members should not move abotit in this 
way. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: It is very unfortunate but we ihink that there is 
nothing in this Bill which is communal. From a perusal of the Bill I do 
not find any word which can be interpreted as leading to communalism. 
Sir, it is a known fact that Bengal is deficit in its food production. The 
Famine Commission and the Koyal Commission on Agriculture and all 
other bodies, even the Agricultuial Adviser to the Government of India, 
emphasised year after year that Bengal must be warned and must be pre- 
pared to face famine unless it increases its food production to its maximum. 
The late lamented Sir Azizul Haque in his book “Man behind the plough” 
explained the position. He produced statistics from Government reports 
on crops to show that Bengal is not self-sufficient in food production and 
it is a jiroof that Bengal is deficit in its food ])roduction to the extent of 
15 to 20 lakhs tons of rice. It is admitted that before the war Bengal used 
to export rice from 10 to 15 lakhs maunds. All these Comjuissions, especially 
the Famine Enquiry Commission, have emphasised that production should 
be increased in Bengal. The Government of India also have drawn up a 
five-year scheme regarding grow more food and asked all the Provincial 
Governments to give effect to this plan. Owing to that if the Government 

Bengal want land for more production, is there anything communality 
in it? In this connection it has been said that the Government’s intention 
is that they want this land for settling the Behari refugees. These unfor- 
tunate people who have been driven away by the Hindu goondas of Behar 
and who have had to leave their hearth and home bj’^ inhuman oppression, 
with murder, .loot, arson have been given shelter by the Government of 
Bengal and it is a Question of humanity. These people who were inhabit- 
ants of Behar lived there for generations. They were driven by the 
majority community in Behar, their hearths and homes have been destroyed, 
their property looted,' their children, women mercilessly murdered and 
abducted. That is why they rushed to the neighbouring province of Bengal 
and it is I think the duty of the Government to see that these people do 
not die of starvation. Can it be said it is communal? Suppose the people 
were not Muslims but Hindus — ^what would you have said then? So I do 
not find anything communal in it. The Bill says that those lands which 
are not cultivated within five years or more, those lands only will be acquir- 
ed under the provisions of the Act. There is other exemption such as lands 
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for cultivation of tea. One question I would ask my friends opposite and 
it is this: Is not Government justified to take away the land in which the 
owners have not cultivated any crop for 5 years? It is a known fact that 
Bengal is densely populated and its population is increasing at the rate of 
10 lakhs a year. Sir Azizul Haque when- he calculated the population, 
Bengal’s population then was 5 crores but according to the last census it is 
6 crores or more. So is a very serious problem for any Government 
whether this Government or any Congress Government to feed this huge 
population properly, or how to increase the food production. In order to 
save the people from starvation great efforts are necessary. We all remem- 
ber the famine of 1943 when thousands and thousands died of starvation. 
It is a great problem and no Government having a grain of responsibility 
will underestimate the task. So, actuated by the best intent ion this Gov- 
ernment has come forward to ask for necessary power to acquire these lands. 
There are constant erosion and so afforestation is necessary in specially 
deforested parts. Government wants to settle these lands with the landless 
labourers. It has been calculated that 29th per cent, of the agriculturists 
are landless labourers. After the great famine of 1943, their number has 
increased considerably and their distress is all the more acute owing to the 
high j)rices of the different food articles. They are struggling hard for 
their living. I ask my Congress friends and nationalist friends who belong 
to the great organisation, who take pride to stand for tin* poor masses, w^hose 
aim is to help the poor people of India, why they are o}>])osing this Bill. I 
am sorry to say, 1 am comj)elled to say that my nationalisi friends follow 
two policies. In their owui Congress-administered ])rovinces they follow a 
policy which is diametrically opposite to the policy they, follow in the pro- 
vinces where they are not in j)ower. By this j)olicy they have driven the 
Muslims from the Congress and they are about to drive the Scheduled Castes 
also. Sir, similar Bills have been passed in Madras and United Provinces 
where the Congress is in power. But here it is dubbed as (Hunmunal. Sir, 

I do not find anything communal in this. I think the only question that 
can be raised in the House should be as regards compensation. Sir, 1 am 
one of those wdio are of the opinion that the com}>ensation should be reason- 
able and just. I ask my nationalist friends and nationalist ])arties to 
consider what wdll Ibe the fate of millions of Bengalees if Government sits 
idle and does not do anything when the price of rice even now^ is abnormally 
high, beyond the purchasing power of the poor people wdio are suffering 
for such reasons. Reports show that a good lot of lands are lying fallow, 
are not cultivated, are full of jungles and are lying vacant and that if they 
are proj>er]y improved more food crops can be grown to the relief of millions 
of people. I ask my nationalist friends to consider very deeply the impli- 
cations of this measure and the circumstances under which Government are 
proposing to take such power and then to oppose the measure if they are nat^ 
convinced of the Government’s bona fides, 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. My 
friend is addressing the “nationalist friends’’. Nationalist friends of which 
nation, Muslim Nation or Hindu Nation, I cannot follow^ , 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, in sub-clause (4) of clause 2 of the Bill 
“public purpose” has been defined. The first is afforestation and the second 
18 irrigation or drainage schemes. This is a very ^important and vital 
question for Bengal. Sir, vast areas of land whiidi w'ere once fertile used 
to produce paddy but they are now lying vacant. It has been recorded by • 
experts like William Cock that Bengal during the Hindu rule and Moghul 
i‘}ile had a variety of sources of irrigation, irrigation by overflow rain and 
river water. Canals were cut thioughout Bengal and water passing through 
those canals used to be taken to the fields to feed the crops but due to the 
great confusion and disturbance when the Mahrattas attacked Bengal and 
^ith the fall of the Moghul Empire this system of irrigation stopped. Now 
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they are referred to as dying rivers; it is a pity. They were onee a very 
important irrigation system. Now if the (iovernment takes the barren lands 
lying fallow and vacant with a view' to bring them nnder cultivation or to 
make the best use of them for other public ])urposes (xovernment cannot be 
said to be committing any wrong in the eye of an3'one. The third provision 
is the ( stablishment of model villages. I am afraid many members of the 
Opposition have not quite ajipreciated the effect of this item in the Bill. 
Sir, one of the important items of agricultural planning is the establishment 
of model villages. Mochd villages are necessary not onh' for cultivation or 
for food ])roducts hut for many other respects. The insanitary" condition in 
Bengal villages is well know’ii and model villages arc required to demonstrate 
to the peo])le how’ a village should he imiiroved both from the sanitary and 
health ])oints of view' and also for production and how' it should be made 
self-sufficient. So, if after a century of neglect of this very important 
question (fovernment have now come forward to establish model villages 
and w’ant to afapiire waste lands for the purjrose, I again put the (luestion, 
Sir, is it a crime on the part of Government to take lands for that purpose!^ 
Model villages ar(‘ necessary. It has been recommended b\" many experts 
who lire aw'are of the ]>resent insanitarv condition in our villages. Govern- 
ment will settle lands only w'ith ])ersons who have been displaced by natural 
causes or have retired from military service, etc. During the Great War 
No. II, large numbers of people w'ere recruited as members of the military 
personnel or as labourers or as other workers and after the termination of 
the war they have lost their jobs, and are in a pitiable condition, seeking 
emplo^unent from door to door. Undiu* the direcdions of the Government 
of India every Government, the Punjab, the Central Provinces and the 
United Provinces and even the Madras Government have prepared plans for 
rehabilitation colonisation of ex-servicemen on a co-operative basis, or 
otherwise. If this Government also wants to settle lands on a (‘o-operative 
basis I again ask — what is the crime on the jiart of this Government!^ There 
is another item — nameh', in order to enable such persons to carry on large 
scale farming on a (‘o-o])erative basis or otherwise by the use of powder driven 
mechanical apjiliances — this raises a verv important (piestion. Sir, Pussia 
has made very great agricultural im])rov(‘ments in this agricultural methods. 
There is the s\'stem of collective co-operative farming there and Government 
also lielp the ])roe(‘ss. Nowada\'s the jirice of tractors are high and moreover 
ordinary cultivators do not know" how to use them and it is also beyond their 
pow'cr and means to purchase them. Moieover, technical know'ledge is 
necessai’y to use them. So in Bussia we find that Government supply 
tractors to all these farms, which are (juite a feasible process. Thi*y su])i)ly 
tractors to a collection of farms for a certain numbei’ of days and a certain 
])or(ion of the jiroduce is made over to Government in lieu of the hire of the 
tractors. Sir, if Government want to make an ex])eriment on these lines, 
that is faniiiiif? on ro-operaiive Itasis, ran there be any itbjec- 

tionp AVitli these few words I sup])oit the motion for consideration of this 

Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir, I he^ to oppose the 
consideration ^of the Bill. It is a reactionary and mischievous Bill — a Bill 
conceived out of giaidge against a community for the benefit of anolhcr 
community for jiolitical purposes and not for economic purposes Thi" 
Bill if consideied froin the beginning lo end w'ill appear that it w'as intendt'd 
for the special purpose of expropriating lands of one community — tie' 
minority community — for thi* benefit of another community in this province. 
Lands may be acquired for public pui'poses. There is law's for the acqui'^i- 
tion of land for jiublic jnirposes, and for public purposes land is liable t'"* 
be acijuiied. In every civilised country compensation is paid for sucli 
acquisition and compensation is paid not on the principle adopted in tlii- 
Bill but on market value of the land. In this Bill a nominal compensatimi 
is proposed or, in other w'ords, practicalh' theA' are going to take the lands 
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of one particular community for almost nothinj^-. or Bs.lO, or even 

Ks.lo per acie is absurd. It is absur<l to offer tliat piice tor any lain! if 
tliat can ])e used, as su<i‘”ested for collective taimin^- or foi' tlie ]nn']>ose of 
settlino- people who aie out of tMn])loyment . If that lias any valm* if tiiat 
land can ])roduce anUhin^- woitli moneys I <ii1)mit (hat Its.].') per aeie is 
certainly no value foi' it. As 1 said and as m\ finmd who has jus| sat down 
indicated it was intended to distribute this land anmn^^st certain rtd'u^ees 
from a neighbouring' province who have come to this joovinci' owino- to 
certain distui-bances there. We know who an‘ thost' udn^'ees, we know 
that those refii^'ees are all I'cipiested by tiie nei^'libounn*^' ])roNince to ^o 
back and settle in their owm vilbif’es in jfehai' and attempts aia* lannj^' made 
by the neif^hboui'in^' Provincial (rovei-nment for itdiabilital ion and tlmt 
Goveinment are s])arin«‘ no money and effort to have them back and it is 
not known then wdiy the benevolent Muslim Lim^iie (io\eiiiment of Ben^’a! 
wmnt them here and do not want them to oi) l)ack. Tht\\ cannot fiml lands 
from their own community and they know tliat they can snatch away lands 
of the minority community because they have the power to wrest away the 
lauds from the minority community and play drake and dindv with them. 
That is a policy, Sir, which can never be adopted by any civilised (lovern- 
ment in the world. This is a piece of legislation which on tin' fact' of it is 
meant for the exploitation of one community lor the lu'iu'fit of another. 1 
do not think, Sir, that any honourable member who has oof the public g’ooti 
in his lieart, who has ^ot the sli^-htest idea of res]ionsibility for democracy 
can vote for a measure like this. There ou^ht not to be any legislation 
which will take away the lands from the people which the> have kt'pt for 
their own use. They have inventetl a new mt'anin^- of ‘‘])ublic jmriiose'’ 
for the first time in this piece of lej^islation. If my Inuioiiiable frii'inls Avill 
look into tlie Land Acquisition Act, they will find that ]>ublic jmrpose lias 
not been defined in that Act save and except that ]>ub]ic pui’iiose has lu'en 
mentioned to mean startino* of model villages if any local (roveniment would 
think it necessary to do so by issuing a notification in the (lazette. Because* 
public inirjiose is wellknown and it does not I'equiie any (h'finition but 
certainly sub-clause {d ) and its sub-clauses cannot jiossibly b\ any stretch 
of imagination be brought within the definition of jniblic ))ui])ose. 'Idiere- 
fore a new meaning of public jmijiose is being given foi' the pur]»ose of this 
special legislation. I submit. Sir, that one would have bec'U able to ajipre- 
ciate the conduct of this (loveinment if they would have couk' forward in 
a straight forward manner and say they wanted to take steps to take lands 
foj- the ])ur])osi‘ of settling their own co-religionists who havt‘ come trom 
Bihar. AVe could havi* s\ni])athy for a ineasun* like that f>ut cm t a inly the 
(xovernment cannot jiossibly be allowed to go away with tin* idea that in 
this (V)uncil there are so many folds as they cannot understand or that they 
cannot realise or that they cannot a])preciate the (iovernment \ niotiviq the 
prefect of certain public acts mentioned in the beginning— the ]nir])ose of 
afforestation of land, carrying out of irrigation or drain, ige s(di(*nies or the 
provision of sites for tlie setting u]) of model villages. All this camouflage 
is introduced with a view to conceal the real intention of this pi(*ce of legis- 
lation and I submit this is a fi’aud, a huge fraud, an att(‘m])ted fraud on the 
legislators. There was absolutely no neces-,ity lor including these jiretexts 
in the Bill if their real intention was to take away these lands fiom one 
community and parcel them out for the [lurpose of i ehabilitating ceitain 
refugees from Bihar. 

Then, Sir, another object that is aLo sought to ITe put foiward as excuse 
is that the acquisition of w^aste lands i*' ioi‘ the inovision of livelihood (if 
those who have been discharged from military service. Now, we liayi* had 
another great war, large number of people were discharged from military 
service and Government had accommodated them and had found employment 
for them and they found lands for them for their cultivation, but never 
before was it ever contemplated that the lauds of the people should be 
confiscated for the purpose of affording convenient means of livelihood for 
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e.j?-military men. This Government have absolutely no idea, I can dare say, 
for providing any means of livelihood for the discharged military men. 
Under cover of these clauses they are going to acquire land with a view to 
give them to their co-religionists and their brothers in faith and not for any 
real economic purpose, economic object, but obviously for a political purpose 
for securing or rather for increasing their percentage of population. 
Unfortunately in this country, now-a-days the question of percentage of 
population has become very material and therefore, having got the power, 
this party government, this communal government, this League Govern- 
ment, are now usurping that power, abusing tliat power for achieving their 
nefarious political ends. Tlie real and the substantial point for bringing 
up this Bill is, as everybody knows, though it is not frankly and clearly 
stated, is the provision of a means of livelihood for those who due to disturb- 
ances of the public tranquillity have become homeless or landless. Now, 
Sir, natural calamity has also been added as another cause for which this 
Bill proposes to acquire lands foi- provision for those who have been rendered 
homeless or penniless or landless owing to natural causes. Sir, from the 
creation of the human species people have been affected, seriously affected 
sometimes; they have become homeless and penniless and landless owing 
to natural causes. It is the case almost every year that in one part of India 
or anothei' hundreds and thousands of people find themselves in that difficult 
position. It is not unfortunately the case in Imlia alone but in every other 
country, Europe or America, natural visitations cause immense dislress to 
the people hut ]iever Ixdoi’e any (‘ivilized goveinment in any part of the 
world ever thought of confiscating the land of one community for the means 
of livelihood for another community. I therefore submit that all fhese 
causes, the provision of sites or making the provisioii of livelihood for 
military cr-servicemen or for those who find themselves in a difficult situa- 
tion owing to natui'al causes, all these causes are merely an eyewash, a 
hypocrisy, false objects deliberately put forward to mislead the legislatures. 
Then, Sir, the next item that is provided in the Bill as an object is defined 
under “public purpose”, namely provision or intended provision for the 
h(irga(hiri< and the landless labourers. My friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, has 
just shed crocodile tears for these hargadars and landless labourers. They 
have been there and have been living by cultivation and they are actually 
having a share of croi)s from their landlords under whom they hold the 
land. They aie there from before the Government thought of providing 
lands for the hargadar,^. They can by a stroke of their pen at once make 
these harg<id(irft raiyats, make them tenants by a simple piece of legislation 
by saying that the hargadani should be regarded as tenants. They can 
make a provision in the law by saying that instead of paying a share of 
crops they would have to pay money rents. Thus they can solve the problem 
of bargodars. Till these disturbances which originated in Calcutta in 
August last and which latterly spread to the different parts of this province 
and other provinces and never before the time when the Government of 
Bengal thought of bringing in refugees from another province did this 
question of j>rovision for the hargadars or the landless labourers became 
necessary. This is really curious. If you want to do a thing, do that 
thing straightforwardly, frankly and openly, so that one can understand if 
your motives aie genuine, bona fide and are really helpful for a public 
purpose. But in order to cover ymur real intention by verbiage, by a false 
ground, by questionable methods, is more than one can tolerate. I would 
submit that the very object of this legislation if carefully scrutinised would 
l^e evident to anybody and perhaps it is known to every one that the idea 
underlying this Bill ih not reallv the idea of promoting the public good but 
the idea is to promote communal interests, to promote the particular political 
interests of a particular party which happens to be in power at the present 
day. I submit, Sir, that no right-minded legislature, no honourable 
member of this House should give any support to this motive which is I 
should say most disgraceful. 
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Now, my honourable friend Mr. Amiilyadhone Roy is perhaps not very 
much satisfied. Sir, witli reg'ard to the third purpose, namely, enabling a 
large scale farming on a co-operative basis, to ])e carried on, I submit that 
this also is another eyewash and a camouflage. So far as I know, in Russia, 
where the first attempts at co-operative farming were made, they had not 
the necessity to acquire land and acquiring land practically without any 
compensation. What they did was to ask the neighbouring landlords to 
agree to have their land, I mean, cultivable lands, cultivated bv machines 
and then the crop gathered together and divided according to tlie areas of 
each holder. That is an easy method ol trying collective co-operative 
farming and it is not certainly necessary that their lands should be taken 
away and taken away practically for nothing. Theretore, this is also another 
misleading object which the Bill provides for. 

If you examine the other provisions of the Bill you will find throughout 
that there is a persistent and quite clear object, that this should be done 
not by any machinery of the law, not by the method of legal justice but by 
executive fiats. It is to be done practically under the rules to be framed 
under this Bill by the executive (lovernment and therefore we find that any 
officer whom Government may choose for the ])urpose would have the 
discretion, unfettered discretion to do away with the lights 
of the people. There are j)rovisions whi<'h would require considei’atiou by 
experienced judges but the judges are never to be alloweil lo meddle with 
these things. Persons having even experience of executive work perhai)s 
^^ill not be allowed to meddle with these things. Thes will bring in peo])le 
of their own nominee : they will bring in peo])le whom they cousi<ler safe, 
who will do th(‘ir job without consideration of law and justice oi' fairj)lay. 
I submit. Sir, that this is not the way in which ])eo])les land is to be taken 
away and in which peoples laiwls are to be distributed ])ell mell among any 
of those whom the particular Government will choose. This is all negation 
of justice, all negation of law and all negation of fairi)lay. Now these' are 
the main points whicli I would urge against the consideration of this Bill. 
I would, if you permit me, go into details about the other provisions of the 
Bill, but I think it would not be necessary for me to do so. The absurdity 
of the provisions of this Bill is apparent to anybody who will care to read 
between the lines. I have had occasion to say that this is absolutely 
unnecessary that if it is for a public purpose the law is already there — the 
Land Acquisition Act is there — under which you could acquire any land for 
really legitimate public purpose. You cannot be allowed to make out a new 
public purpose in this way. Specially in these difficult times when there 
is such a bitter communal feeling between the two communities in the pro- 
vince it would be height of folly to take away or intend to take away lands 
of one community for benefiting the other community. 'Jdiat will irritate 
and not soothe their feeling. That will not serve the purpose, that will not 
bring peace which is so essential at the present times; but that will serve 
the purpose of continuing this unrest in the country. I would ask the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge, I would ask the Government to consider, to 
think over these provisions in cooler moments and not be carried away by 
party feeling and party behest and make a display of bravado and be 
champion of the Islamic Faith. * 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID; Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, that cannot be, I object to it very 
strongly. The Bill is very dangerous: it covers 30 lakhs ot acres of land*. 
So I trust you will not allow the question to be put at this stage. There are 
many members on this side who are anxious to speak... 

Mr. PRESIDENT; But practically all the member of the Opposition 
have spoken. 
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Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROYl No, Sir, there ore members on 
this side who want to speak. Nobody' from this side has spoken. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This is not an important measure and 
heaven will not fall if this Bill is not jiassed immediately. On the other 
hand, Sii-, dl) lakhs of acre of land of a particular community are involved 
in this Bill and we cannot allow this Bill to go unchallenged. The views 
of the Opj)osition sliould be fully heard. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ery well, I would allow one or two more members 
of the Oi)j)osition to s])eak, Ilai Bahadur. 

Mr. JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, the partisan and reactionary 
League Majority ot Bengal lias ha<] its way. AA'ith the help of '‘brute” 
majoiTty behiml it, it has ru.sht'd Bengal AcijUisition of AA'aste Land Bill, 
1947, through the Ben‘>al Council in sjiite of vehement oiiposition of most 
ol the non-League members of the House. The Ministry brushed aside the 
reiiuest made by us lor circulation ol the Bill for eliciting public opinion 
thereon It had not the jiatienee even to wait for a (doser examination of 
the jirovisions ol the Bill by the recommitting it to the Select ('ommittee. A 
8U<^ge^tion was made t<> postjioiie the consideration of the Bill till Bengal 
was partitioned. In icply to this our B(‘venuc Minister said \t‘stm'da\ that 
he visualised one i mh'pt'iident stati* in Bengal. Bengal with its brilliant 
])asl could not hi' subject to be conti oiled b\ another outside state, whether 
Biitish oi‘ Indian. IB* believed in the luture of Bengal would rest in the 
hands ol the jieojilt*. 11 I remember well his Child' Mi'. Suhrawardy, onc(‘ 
said "Bmigal bidongcd to Bmigalis and Bmigal was indivisibh* and all weic 
entitled to jiaitici pate in its administration and he ho])ed that all sections 
of till' jieojde were determiiH‘d to li\(' and wmk lor making Bengal a gloiious 
land”. J)o('s it lie in the mouth ol those who are communilising th(‘ 
sei\ici's, languages and the cultuie ot the ])rovince, those who ai'e ajipoint- 
ing Muslim'' Irom the Punjab to the Aimed Polici‘ of ('almitta and sujijKut- 
ing tlu'ir ajiiaunt meiits on the giound of communal ratio, thost* \\ho want 
Pakistan .\]m_\ in Bmigal, those who ari‘ making tin* Muslim ridugees from 
Bihai' to slick u|) the moisture which ought to go to sustain thi^ children ol 
tht‘ jirovince to say that Bengal bedongs to Bmigalis. In rejily to an enijuirN' 
made b\ member (d this side if it was (lovm'iimenr.s intmition to settle non- 
Bengali Muslims, inclmling the Bihar Muslim refugees on waste lands in 
Bengal to be acipiired by the (fovernment , our Hon’ble I{eveniU‘ Mini.ster 
said that he could not give an assuram^e for the simple reason that the ])oi)u- 
lalion ot Bengal did not consist of Bengalis alone. There are other persons 
who formed a jiart of the pojiulation.” For hurnanitarin reason (.joverii- 
ment has given them slndter. But if at some time or other' Bihar refugees 
become the responsibility of the (Joverrimeiit of Bengal, no discretion would 
be made between them and Bengalis in settling land.” Thus the Revenue 
Minister’s definition of Bengal is one who is in Bengal — fortune-hunters 
from Ber.sia and Sind to Muslims recruited from Bihar by Mr. N. M. Khan. 
The definition is not only elastic but also convenient for Pakistan ])urposes. 
W'e have seen how* an organ of Pakistan had said almost immediately after' 
the arrival of ^he Bihar refugees that because they were Muslims in distress 
and because Bengal was under a Muslim Ijeague Ministry, they had a claim. 
The most convenient course wanihl thus be to settle them in West Bengal 
on waste lands wdiich should be acquired by the Muslim League Governineiil 
of Bengal for the interest of the Bihar refugees at the cost of the minority 
community. This scheme has been prepared wdth an ulterior motive behind 
dhe minds of the Government in sponsoring the Bill. Government want 
to settle Muslims to create a majority of Muslims in West Bengal so as to 
frusirate the move for partition taken bv the people of Bengal. Their 
object is not to provide for the acquisition for public purposes of waste lands 
in Bengal, but their ultimate object is to provide the Bihar refugees wdth 
holdings and also to provide them with a means of livelihood. If the 



1947.] 


WASTE LAND ACQEISITION DILL. 


■ 687 


Revenue Miiiistei’ and his party would let their heait on establishing their 
own hegeinoiiY over the province, a regime in the chariot-wheels of the 
majority community the sinister move is sure tt) be foileil by tlie op})ressed 
community. If their elementary rights are soiiglit to be taktm away the 
Hindus cannot be ex])ected to take the challenge lying down. 

We know' that the ]lill would be i)a88ed and the\ will brush aside our 
all objection. If it heajs some of the criticisms it will heai- with disgust. 
The Bill will not at all be modified in the light ot the amendments or criti- 
cisms of the ()])position and it will emerge from the Louncil in the form in 
which it is now' being ))resented. 

The Revenue Minister may be surpi'ised at the large number ot amend- 
ments that have been put torw'ai'd at the Opposition but In* should not charac- 
teiise it as a tactic ado])ted by the Opj)osition to delay tJie passage of the Bill. 
They do not seek to impede the progn'ss of the majority but t'([nally they 
cannot permit themselves to be crushed under their wcught. 

In conclusion, I w'ould suggest the folhjwing ])oints tor .taking into 
consideration and with a lio])e against hope I think that m\ reciucst may he 
taken into the serious consideration. 

ia) The beiu'fit given under this Bill should Ix' confined to tin* peo])h‘ of 
Bengal irresjiective of community. 

(h) ddie grazing grounds and the land sunamndiug the homestead of 
the ])i o] iiL'tor and owner should be (‘Xclmled from the ojieralioii of the A(*t. 

(r) d'he ('i\il ('ourts should not b(‘ d('pi-i\cd ot tlnui j^nisdict ion atid they 
should b(‘ the ultimate judgc‘s to decide disputed (pu'stions. 

id) 111 (h'termining the amount of com jicnsat ion it should be done under 
the Indian Land A(‘(|Uisit i(Ui Act and not under si'ction Lt ol tin- ]lill. 

{(') No sjiecial pov\e]' should be exercised by tin* ('(dh'ctni undt'r section 
If) ol the Bill. 

if) The final apjiellatc' authorit\ should he Nested in tin* Lah'Utta High 
Lourt. 

(f/) Tin* (jiov(*rnment should not depiivi* tin* owin'is ot lands w'liich aie not 
actually waste lands and allow the right of i)re-emj)tioij to the oidginal 
own(*rs to make settlement of siu'h lands. 

(//) The waste lands should be settled with the jieojile ot the same (*om- 
in unity amidst which the land is situated. 

(0 The reasons, such as want of irrigation, drainage and embankment, 
etc., which (‘arises large areas of cultivable waste lands in the jirovince 
lying fallow', should have been removed by the Government and the Govern- 
ment should have given the chance to the proprietors and the immediate 
owners for the resum])tion of the waste laud before their exjirojiriation. 
Thus it would serve the purpose of object (i) in the Bill. 

(;) Another object of the Government is the setting up of the (*o-operative 
system of farming and the introduction of mechanised cujtivation. The 
Uoveinment has a large area of Khas Mahal land. Has the Government 
introduced so far any of these schemes to set an example for the private 
owners of the land to follow it. 

(/:) Su(‘h a measure can be undertaken in a fiee country, under a 
National Government, but the present Government formed by a separate 
electorate, under the Communal Aw'ard, can never be called National. * 

//) All the ex-servicemen and the people who have been disjilaced from 
their holdings are not cultivators. Lakhs of educated middle class people 
have been deprived of their livelihood as ex-servicemen. What does the 
Government intend to provide them? 
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(m) The Bill proposes to resume cultivable ^aste lands on an expropria 
tory basis, which will make the middle-class population landless labourerf 
and consequent discontent all over the country. 

(n) The Bill in question, if passed into law, will deal a death blow tc 
the entire middle section of the rural population who invested capital in land 
in the hope of getting profits thereof from generation to generation irrespec- 
tive of communities. 

With these words I vehemently oppose the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. Uiesident, Sir, the ])olicy o 
all new legislation has alwoys been and in my opinion, should always be, 
primarily, to remove and redress any existing* social or economic grievance 
of the people of a country and when su(‘h grievances could not be remedied 
by the existing law^s of the land. If 1 am right in this enunciation of the 
policy of law may I request honourable members to coolly consider as to 
whether this particular bill conforms to this proposition or stand this test. 
If I may just for a minute, take the Preamble. The Preamble is “Whereas 
it is expedient to provide for the acquisition for public purposes of waste 
land in Bengal”. We shall have to examine as to what are these w^aste lands 
and wdiat on these public purposes for which these wmste lauds are proposed 
fo be acquired and wdielher the existing law' of the land is not sufficiently 
well for the purpose of acquisition of these lands. Sir, the next (piestioii 
before us is whether the Bill is meant to redr(‘ss or relieve any (‘xisting 
social and economic grievance of the ])eople and whether these * soc'ial or 
economic grievances are such that the present hnv of tiu* land is not able or 
is unable to effectiyely deal wnth them? As J have pointed out, the jue- 
amble does not help us. If we now go over to the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, we find it stated that — “large areas of cultivable w^aste lands in 
the province have been lying fallow* for a variety of reasons, such as want of 
irrigation, drainage, embankment facilities, neglect of the owners (I doubt 
this) or their incapacity to incur the necessary capital ex])eiiditure, depopula- 
tion due to malaria, etc. It is ]>roposed to acquire and develop these hinds 
with a view to utilise them for the following ])urposes among others, and the 
purposes have been very well defined. They are relieving the jiresent 
excessive pressure of population on cultivable land and increasing the ])ro- 
■duction of food-grains in the province, (2) settlement with ex-servicemen, 
people w'ho have been displaced from their holdings, petty cultivators, 
biinjaihirs, and landless labourers, (d) provision of model village sites w’ith 
better agricultural facilities and sanitary arrangements so as to bring about 
an improvement in the standard of living of the cultivators (laudable 
object), (4) the setting u|) of the co-ojiei-ative system of farming and the 
introduction of mechanised cultivation wherever jiossible, (5) afforestation 
and (6) irrigation and drainage.” 

Then it goes on : The only legal machinery now available for acquir- 
ing lands belonging to private persons is the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, 
which apart from the lengthy procedure involved is not suitable for large 
flcale acquisition of this nature with the utmost expedition and on payment 
of a reasonable comjiensatiou. It is therefore considered necessary to 
have a siiecial legislation or legislativ,^ measure enacted for this purpose. 
Nowdiere in this Statement of Objects and Reasons there is any mention of 
settlement of land with any person or persons, etc., as an object of this Bill. 
Then I would request honourable members to bear in mind, that the only 
reasons for introducing this Bill as suggested in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons are that although the Land Acquisition Act is good enough and covers 
all the purposes of the present Bill it involves a lengthy procedure and that 
the compensation indicated in that Act is not reasonable. For these pui- 
poses, I dare say a short Bill could have been introduced and not this long 
and mischievous Bill. I say mischievous in view of the definition of “wa^te 
land” and “public purposes”, in this Bill “waste land” has been defined 
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include any land which has been lying unc.ultivated from before dlst 
January, 1947. The words “uncultivated” or “fallow” are more or less 
relative terms in the sense that what is fallow or uncultivated to-day can 
be cultivated or can be made cultivable and fertile to-morrow. If (iovern- 
ment is really keen on its campaign of gro# more food, surely this is a Bill 
which will militate against that idea. You are asking the people to grow 
more food, that is to sa» to put under cultivation a larger acreage of land 
ill his possession but where would they find these lands, if you by this 
Bill take away these lands from his iiossession and tliat for a song. Cine 
fails to understand as to why Government should suddenly change their 
opinion and practically rob these owners of these lands — lands which were 
and are in their possession for generations — lands which they hold so dear^ 

Is it because the Government want to attain its jxditical objective, namely 
to settle the lands with the Muslims (the Biliar refugees) in Western Bengal 
—in other words to [Hikistfuinitie Western Bengal, where the Muslims are 
in a minority. To serve one community at the expense of anothei' community 
should never be the objective of any popular Goveruimmi whi«di it claiims 
to b('. Then Sir, think of the great Damodar Valley Scbtain'. Only the 
other day our Chief i\[inister had been to Delhi to negotiiiti* with the (hmtral 
Government in this connection and what was tin* idt'a and what was tin* 
object)^ To irrigate a good portion of our umuilt ivable laud, make it 
possible lor the ])eo])le of tin' countrs to bi-ing under cultivation lands whicli 
weie not and could not be made cultivabh'. W'hy should U)U by this ])ieee 
of h'gislation take away the ))enefits which tin* owin'is of tlie.se lands woul<l 
have otherwise been entitled to^ Surely, to ni\ mind it is an act of 
sacrilege, an act which no Gov(‘rnment woi'th the name*should comadva* ol 
unless it is a communal Government bent (ui achieving its political (dijective. 
Sii', it is clear tin' basic idea or objective whi(dj has been sugg(‘sted in the 
Statement ot Objects and lt('asons has not in fact bi't'U attempti'd to be 
carried out in this Bill. Theia* is no present ])i-essing economic or social 
.jiievance from which tlie ])eople fd this province' is snClcring jind which 
•ould not be cured by the Land Ac(]uisition Act. Why, thert'iore, should 
this Bill be taken into considt'ration? Sir, I shall not discus> about the* 
i|uestiein ot the Bill ferr the aberlitieui of zemindai'ies in East Be-ngal and in 
West Bengal as well, as it has lor its e)bje*e'ti vt' tire general geeerel erf the* 
pe'oplc in general. I can understand the idea uneh'rlyirig that. But what 
i^ tile ielea urrderlying this jriee'e of legislatieui. Mdiy slierulel Govei'nme*nt, 
hv tills Bill take away the lanels eif the mielelle e'lasx's ul West Bengal anel 
to serve whom':' What purpose* are \ou geung tei sei\e* unie'ss, if I may sa\ 
set, a political jiurpose ol their own iiartyr" This is a demble-edged Bili. It 
attemirts tei weaken the middle classes ot the We*st Bengal by taking these 
lauds away from them and settle* them with the* Muslims freim Bihai- and 
thereby give the Muslim e*oinmunity a maje>rit\ in that jiart of the preivince. 

It is Ireun this stand point that one should test the bonu fides of this Bill. 

Is it a legislation which is wanted by the people of this country? Was it 
necessaiy feir the benefit of the people in general? The only answer is “No”. 

Now, just for a moment I shall draw your attention to thfc* definition of 
“public, purpose”. My friends have dealt with it but I would only touch 
fuie asjrect and that is this. Sir, I have never heard that settlement of lands 
''dh a jiarticular person can by any stretch of imagination be called a 
I'uhlie jiurpose. One man however big cannot be glorified into being called 
fhe public. I fail to understand how^ could settlement of lands with any 
person can be deemed to be a public purpose. You knowy Sir, that no legis- * 
latioii has so far attemjited to define the word “public purjiose” and that 
<m'f:duly for good reasons. Public purpose is a public purpose. The 
hationary meaning of “public pur])o.se” cannot by a piece* of legislation like 
Liis be twisted and made to give an entirely different and narrow meaning. 

Vi little things betray the want of hona pies of the sponsor of this 

I do not merfn him personally but I mean his Government. And 
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then, Sir, while dealing with sub-clanse {4){d) of clause 2 of the Bill undei 
the definition of “public purpose” I would just read (d) “the settlement o; 
land with any person or persons ii) in order to provide them with a meau! 
of liveliliood if they aie without such a means of livelihood as a result uJ 
discliaige from militarx .service, the operation of natural cau.^es or cir 
cumstances, such as disturbances of the public trancjuillity, over which thej 
liave no control”. Yfui Avould find, Sir, tiiat tliese public ])urpose,s liad noi 
been included in the Statement of Objects and Ilea.sons given in tlie Bill 
Tile siiireptit ions introduction ol this clause in tlie body oi tlie Bill am 
at tlie tail end ot the section, to ovade detection, bt'Oays the real object ol 
the Bill and its mischievous object. Nowhere have they stated in tht 
St.ateinent ot Objects and Beasons, nowhere have tlu'y contemplated thai 
they wanted to settle these lands witli ])arliciilar persons foi these jiui'iioses 
WTiy, this significant silence about this objt‘ct in the statement and A\hy thi‘ 
snrre])t itious addition of this object towaids the tail (‘iid ot this (daiise — Im 
attaining a jiolitical olijectiv<‘, to iHthisfh<nns(’ \V(*stern Bengal by import- 
ing Muslims from the neigli bounng Hindu niajorit\ ])rovince ot Bihai : 
That bctiavs then sinistei’ motiv(* — and a deep bud plan is being cairiiM 
out. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAH ALANOBISH : Sii. may I di aw youi 
attention to tin* cooling system which 1 think has laibal and w(' on this snh 
aie leiding A'cry hid. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The tempe lain re is not going down. 

Mr. NACENDftA NATH MAHALANOBISH : It Is going nj), I feel 

Mr. BANKiM CHANDRA DATTA: You would thus find, Sii. that i 
is the lilt 1 ‘oduction ol this clause wlindi lias ojieiied the eyes of all Siim 
people and h(‘tra\(‘(l the mischievous motive behind tlu' Bill. As regal d 
sub-(dauses {d){ii) and {d){in) I think thi*se are matteis which could wel 
have bcc’ii piovided toi under tlie J.and Ac(_iuisition Act. And, as a ou know 
Sii, in coniiec-tion witli the j)ost-A\ar development jdaiis in othei inovinc-e 
the (fo\ernmen1 then* are cariying out these sell-same objecds but in 
diifeieiit Avay. TIica aie tiAiiig to see that the c'ultivatoi gets his du 
share and ben(*fit in the development sc*heme. The cultivates there ai 
j)iovicled Avitli inijilements, they aie provided Avith cash, they are piovidc- 
with every necessary thing to enable them to eairy on cultiAuition, to gro\ 
more lood and thus to imiiiwe their standard of living. Sir, a legislatio 
A\itli this ulterior motive is unique and I feel that (fov 

einmeiit should he avc'II advised not to jiioeeed tuither wn 
this Bill. Idiis sinister motive has been further evidenc*ed h 

the provision as to eonqieiisation and that is the amount of the compens.i 
tion. What are yon going to give to the poor OAvnens of the land in retui 
for tin* acres whieh yon are receiving from them merely for a song, so t 
say? Is that any consideration — only Rs. 5, Rs. 10 per aere, is that an, 
consideration at all? These people have been bolding these lands perliaii 
for generations and in some cases, paying some rent in respect of these liohl 
ings. Can any Government feel that it is just and reasonable to p^i 
only Rs. 10 per acre compensation? I aaqs fortunately not a member of th 
Select Committee, but I am told that one member, I think Mr. Morgiui 
suggested that the‘ rate should be Rs. 150 per acre, but what ha 
been the result of that? The Select Committee turned it down. But th 
very idea ot trying to get land for such a nominal consideration sln ^^ 
Government’s inclination to take the lands for nothing and utilise tliaii 
as best as they can to satisfy their political ends; nothing more than tlod 
To my mind it appears that this is a sort of legalist' 
jdunder, legalised loot of private property, of the poor landowners 
who have been occupying these lands possibly for one ha” 

.rlrcfl ri'T* +\vn himfl-riafl "WJ V> «+ + ic rlnilli 
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soP What is the idea of Government in taking away tliose lands and on 
this scale of compensation? It is indeed in the natiiit' of an ex]tropnatoiy 
legislation and really it is to avoid being hit by station 1?99 of the Goveru- 
meiit of India Act that Government have mentioned a nominal amount. 
Sir, if this jioint is ever taken to the H'lgb (h)urt. ji dudge will have no 
liesitation in declaring it as fraud on law. Iltdpless legislators 
a> we are, being in*» a minoiity, it is not ])<vs.si])le to make oui> 
.selves heard effectively and felt effectivel\ . But at the sanu' time I 
humbly *and lespectfully wai’u the IJondde Ministc'r in ehaige to ponder 
over this mattei' coolly and di.sjias.sionately and not ])ro(H‘ed with it. 
It may lead to trouble, who knows. Theie aie th«' rommunal tumbles and 
there are troubb*s ahead. 1 would nMjuest him (llon’blo Ministi'r) not to 
cieate unneces.sary troubhvs. The League Ministry Inni' succeeded in 
infusing that feeling of hatred among the nia-<ses with their tw'o-uatiou 
theory. They liave told the ^luslim masses that Hindus are not their 
hioiids and they liave nothiiii' in <(immon with tin* Hindus. The top 
lanking men say why <liouid tlieie h(‘ this qmiind and li\ should tlnu’e he 
t.itneidal w'ais. But liaxe lht\\ eonvineed the masses in wImuii tlie\ hav(‘ 
intn>ed tlie views ol 1wo-iialion theory, that Hindus an then hiothers and 
that tlie\ niu-'t have to live with thmu togetliei as hn'lluos' On fin* eon- 
tiaiy have not ibev itailK ])rea(died in the <'onntnsi{h' that Muslims are 
to he irgaidi'd a" a <lil1eient nation tioni tln‘ Hindus, ;iiid such slogans ,is 
"LdiL'c loi'iii I / . So It Is no good sini]d\ talking heie ami outside 
that they, Hindus and Muslims arc* all liiotheis and so on and so ioitli. 
They have got to go then* over again c‘at theii own woids and pleach tlicuu 
eheetivel,A amongst the masses in the eonntr\side ami suhst.uitiate it by 
their owm ennduet and action. Go to Hie (‘onntr\ side* and l«*ll them that 
your two-uatioii theory is wrong — that tlieie is no cdijeet in this latrieidal 
war’ ])y which nothing can be done — nothing can bo ac'hieved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutt 1 hope you will come back to the motion 
before the House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA QATTA: Well, Sir, 1 do not know whether 
I am following the iieroiation ot Mi. Niir Alinied — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mi. Nni Ahmed is difficult to follow*; but we cain 
iollow you. 

• 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, J am not eiicioacliiiig upon 
the time of the T.egislature. But J am tiying to convince' the Hon’ble 
Minister that he should not go on with a Ta'gislotion ol tliis ehaiactn- as 
it would emhittei the feeling that is already vei\ hittei. .-\t the saiiic* lime 
what is the good which you can get out of this legislation? So fai as the 
Bihar refugees are coueerned they are going hack to Bihar. Thi' Bihar 
Government is doing eveiything possible to get tliem hacd*. Thc'ielore for 
’^hoin are you acquiring these lands? Foi' whom? And why should you 
distribute these lands to jiersons of youi liking and ol .^onr party and 
depiive others of their due rights. Sir, with these w’oids I would request the 
Hondde Minister to withdraw this Bill. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I yvant lo six'ak 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: Sir, the question he now* j>ut. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, Mr. Sen was billeted for o minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the matter has hei'u sufiiciently discussed, 
Mr. Sen, out of three members of your jiarty two have already spoken. 

1 would accept the motion that the qut^stiou be now jiut. 

Mr. BUOY SltlCH NAHAR: Sii. if IS a serious matter. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it is a serious matter, but I have to come tc 
a decision. 

The question before the House is that the motion be now put. 

The question was put and a Division taken with the following 
result: — 


AYES— 25. 


Mr. Abdulia-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. RGaJuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chaudhury 

Mr. Hamidul Haq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury 

Mr. E. 0. Doyne 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Hague 


The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 
Mr. Abdul Majid 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


NOES— 13. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish 

Mr. BIjoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

The Ayes beinj^ 

Now the lime i," 
th(‘ Minisfii- in 
I ])ro])ose to 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 

was eaiiaed, 
the ('hair can allow 
his right ol lefily. 


2o and the Noes l-i tlu* (iiu^stion 
praidically uji. Fmb'r the Kule,' 
charge to reply it he want< to exercise 
give him the right to-morrow. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: H(»w can it to-morrow. Sir? it 
must h(‘ on Monday, d’o-morrow is a non-otiicial da\ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall allow tin* TTon'lde ^lini^ter to exercise hi^ 
right of rejily on Monday, it he wants to r(‘)d\ 

The Hon’bie Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: To-moirow l>eing a non-ofticial 
da\ and also lx*caus(* the Bill is very urgent I do not like to exeicise my 
riglit ot reply. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: V ery well. I will th(*n put the main question. 
The qiK'stion before the House is that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
Taind Bill, BMT, he taken into consideration. 

The (luestion u as ])ut and a Division taken with tin* following result: — 


AYES— 24. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. Syed Badrudduja 
Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
'Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chowdhury 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 
Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Hague 


The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latiff 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

The Hon’bie Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 
HaJi Md. Yusuf 
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NOES— 14 . 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar ^ 

Ayes being 24 and Noes 12, the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House 


Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr.' Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai 

Mr. Satish Chandra Son 

motion was carried. 

s adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
11)47. 


on Eriday, the 2nd May, 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
beld on the 1st May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhiiry. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chow’dhury. 

(5) Mr. Hemeiidra Kumar Das. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(S) The Ilon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofian 

(9) Mr. Mungiuram Jaijuiria. 

(10^ Alliadj Khan Bahadur Sheikli Muhammad Jan. 

(11) Mr. llumayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(J2) Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

(Id) Klian Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

(14) Dr. Kumud Saiikar Ray. 
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: BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947>^o. 37. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Le^^islative lUiilding, 
(’alciitfa, bn Fj'iday, the Lhul May, 1047 at 2-15 p.m. being the 37th day 

the'First Session of 1147, pursuant to section (12(2) (ni of the Government 
ot India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon1>le Sir Bltoy Prasad Sina.ii Pov, k.c.i.e.^ 
u a.f in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Ration shops in Calcutta, 

110. Khan Bahadur, A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Khan Bahadur SYED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY): Will the 
llon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased 
to state — 

(a) the niimher of ration shops other than Oovernnient ration shops in 
Greater Calcutta ; 

(h) how many of them Wlong to — • 

(/) Caste Hindus, 

(ii) Scheduled Castes, and 
(ill) Muslims; 

(r.) if tile communal ratio lias been adhered to in making tliese allot- 
ments; and 

{(!} if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (<i) and (h) A statement is placed 
<’ii llic Table, 

(cl and (V/) F]) till now there lia^ been no deci.sion that tlie (.'ommunul 
h.ilio Pules should he upiilied in the sele<tion of ralion shops. The 
|Iiiinciplt‘ wliich lias been consistently followed up to date has been that of 
■iiijijitaining the existing trade channels. In selecting ration shops our 
' was therefore confined to ])erson8 who had already been in the trade 
('T at least a period of 12 months prior to the introduction of rationing. 

1 he financial standing of the ap])licant and his past record had also to be 
('•lo'n into consideration. SubjeiT to these considerations Muslim shops were 
'•'■leeted as far as possible in areas predominantly Muslim and Hindu shops 
lu areas predominantly Hindus. 


‘'^(ufement referred to in reply to question No. 110 of ration shojrs in Greater 

Calcutta. 


rial 

S'o. 

Variety of shop. 

Number of shops 
owned by — . 

. ■ -M 

Total. • 

Caste 

Hindu. 

Scheduled 

Caste. 

Muslim. 

Others. 

1 

Appointed retailers shops 

814 

106 

207 

7 

1,134 

2 

Cloth rationing shops . . 

414 

36 

175 

34 

669 

3 

Mustard oil shops 

221 

27 

20 

8 

276 

4 

Kerosene oil shops 

430 

13 

68 

14 

52# 

« * 


1,879 

182 

470 

63 

2,504 

j ’ 

■ 


1 ! 
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Mr. a fact that Communal Ratio 

Jlule apjjiies to yppointmeuft only? ^ 

GOFRAN: Yes, the Communal Ratio Rule 
is ^ameo lor :ol»yrvahce in cases of appointments to services; but as far as 
possible justic# might Tbe done to all ccunmunities in the case of distribil- 
tioa shops and for this reason it is necessary that Communal Ratio 

Rine. afield also be applied in such cases. 

‘LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
tq ftate whether it is not a fact that in Calcutta non-Muslims form 78 per 
cent^t>| the population? 

Ir^O Hon'ble Mr. ASDUL GOFRAN; It may be — possibly it is. 

llh^ LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will Ihe Hon'ble Minisiei- be pleased 
to aiate* whether Communal Ratio Rule should not be observed, accordinn- io 
whftt h$fl been said by him just now, and ration shops should be dis1ribut(‘d 
according to the po])ulatioii basis of Calcutta? 

, Ttie Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: II is not ])ossiblc to obsmxc 

"Communal Ratio Rule strictly in Calcutta because it has been ioiind that 
i^.^^as whert' Muslims ])rc(lominat(‘ Hindus do not lik(‘ to have shoj)s and 
iu f^i^eas where Hindus |)r(‘d()minate Muslims do not like to have shoj)^, 
tince th{‘ August disturbances. 

RaT Bsthadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: How many IMuslim iMtinn 
i^ops thera- aie in '•Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have an swc'red that in the 
statement . 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 liavt* got an adjournnuuit motion 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR; Sii‘. may I mention as to what iia'^ 
hajipetied lo the (hCt i iimt ion of curtew jxuinits 1o us^ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Ik*! this matter be finished fii'st. 

Mr« HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 'this adjournnnmt motion is in regard 
to the strike ol the primai-y school teaclu'rs of Rengal and lailure of tin 
Crovernment of Reiigal to ta«d\b‘ the situation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the urgency about this matter? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, these poor teachers met in a 
confei’cnce recently and pointed out that the (tovernment uere not at all 
sympathetic towards them and so th(‘y have been compelled to suspend tin- 
strike temjnirarily. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, there is no strike now? 

The Hon’bte Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: No. Sir, there is no 

strike now. They hiive .suspended the strike iudeiinitely. 

'^Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the point is^this: the strike ha> 
been susireiided tem])orarily. Sir, the eonfereut-e of the primary scluad 
teehers of Rengal after giving the eareful consideration to the letter 
written by the (Tovernment to the president, etc., expressed the ojiinion that 
they received an unsympathetie attitude from Government in not ineetiaif 
some o\‘ their demands when they ])iit forth and so they have been forced to 
suspend the strike tern jmrarily. They have aj)pointed a negotiating conn 
mittte : So, I want to know from Government what steps they are goii^ii' 
to take in regard to this matter. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: So, Mr Ma ^ ^ 

, no strike and therefore this adjo1fr]|»eiit ntolyti CMJ 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Today, th^re k^»o t 
niie when I ^ave notice the strike was there. So, 1 wjuh 
iient to state what stej)s they are goin<^ to fake in tbis 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th*it is a different matter. If the (^V«r; 

IK lined they can supply you with the information. That has jioi 
|,i with this motion. 1 refuse my consent to it. 


mr 

theT«( 
f j^rder. 


bvfera^ 

<*** At' 


Nan-Official Business. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is the usual practice, Sir, to ialte 
1 ]) Bills on one Friday and motions on another Friday. On laM Frljk^ 
\K had resolutions and this 1^'riday we should have non-official 
cannot understand how motions under rule IF? cani(‘ in to-d^t^" 
|i])ears Ironi tin* notice that has lu‘en s(‘rved upon us that \ ou consulted NW 
aader oi the Iloust' in this niatlei- and d(‘cided that motions unde^ tlille 
IJ sliould 1)(‘ tak(‘n up to-day. "We were not even invited to such a Oitni- 
ultation so that could have jint our ]M»int of view that iion-official 
iiciild be taken up to-day instead ol niotiims. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I'lnu'e is no .sucli haid and fa.sl rule that niotifW^^ 
oolntions and hills inu^l he takmi up on altmnate <Iay^ Tlime W('re so,, 
iiany inolioiis iindei' J'ule ll'J. so in coiiMiltat ion with tlie Leader otj! the 
louse I (h'cided that tliost' molions should lie taken up to-day and alscy 
i('<.iii,s(‘ ot the fad tliat we had non-otlicial I'i'solul ions on^hc last h'riday. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It there jiad 

aiiv such ( on \ cut ion or practiei* as lelc'naul to 1)\ Mr. Das I would 
ii*( lone heel) taken into consultation in (his niallm’ ami tin' vnuy fact that 
'\,is consulted in tin' inattei' shows that tluMa* is room tor alteration and to 
ii.in^'e this con \ eii tu’on . il at all tlxuv was any smdi convention. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 still sa\ ihal lhat is the convmiiion, 

I lai as 1 reiiieiiiher. 1 ha\e l)(‘en lu'ri* Iff U'ars and so far as I nuiieni- 
'■! it was always ohscned \<‘it fi-i‘nerall>'. Jn any 'lew oi tin* matter as 
"II consulti'd the Ivcader of tin' llou.se. Sir, we (*xpect(*d, Sii , that, this side, 

mean the Leader of the ( liipositioii would have been (‘ailed in so that li(‘ 
"lild ^'ne Ills opinion wlietla*!' motions under ruh‘ I .should he (akeu up 

II this Friday. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Th<s( 

''"lutions undei’ rule 11? w’Cie fixed on several days, on hcveial I'hidays 
'in the House was adjourned on those days on one ^'•ronnd or aiiotlier, for 
hituane*, or some otlu'r I'easons. Thus they were Indd nji for a M‘r\ 
"Id" time and w(‘ thoidlit it ]»ro])er tliat they sliouh] conie u[» just after 
L- jion-offieial resolutions fixt“d for last Friday. 


Curfew permits for Members. 

^ Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a poiut of jirivilene, Sir. The 
'ther day tlie Hon’lde Minister in eharp*e of La'v and Order promised to 
'hffdy menthers of this ]ep:islature with curfew permit hut. ujdill iioW 
have not pit them. What is the jxisition. Sir? Sliull we oef them 
” the promise was a hoax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, T am surprised that Mr. 
^'diar terms it as a hoax. The point is this. In eonsultation 'vith tlie 
'iiiniissioner of P(diee arraiifremeiits have been inade for the issue of curfew 
('•'"o to juemhers of the Lep-islature. A li.st of inombers wyis haiid(*d ov<‘r 
iis by the Chief Whip of the Opposition and the list has at once been 
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4|irwirde€*^ to the Police Commis^JqiSluer fpr necessary action. I do not know 
^at ifi the reason for the " delay, I shall have the matter expedite,] 
apd I hope curfew permits will be grfVen to the members to-morrow or tlu 
day after^ * 

mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Y esterday we enquired into the matte i 
and we came to learn that curfew i)ermit^^ will be issued only to tho>. 
I^ambers who possess their own cars, /.c., to say only car permits will !», 
pfiten. We discuissed tins matter the other day in this House and 
requested that curfew permits should be given to all the members irrespe( ■ 
five of whether they owikmI cars or not. May I know what is the position: 

The Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; I also believe it was tin 

desire of the House that curfew permits should be issued to individual 
members of the lt‘gislature and ac<*ording’ly instructions have been issued. 

Address Motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. Yes, Mr. N ur Ahmed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will he be speakiug again, Sir? 

iMr. NUR AHMED: T shall reply to the de])ate. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But the dis(*u.>sion l)as not vet been 
finished. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I uudei stand Mr. Nur Ahmed has already spoken 
on tliis motion of ‘his. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I rise to 0}>]>()se tlie motion 
This is not tin* time to place sindi a motion before this House or before the 
Legishitun', ])eeau>e forjiierly there was some agreement between the 
Suudnilali ^Mirjistiy and Mr. Bardoloi, probably in PH5, that those person^ 
wdio wer(* enjoying tin* lands ironi heior(‘ should not he evicted and 

otliers would l)e t*vieted according to tlndr formula. Sir, this agreenuMii 
WHS attiM'wai’ds rejecled In I In* Muslim League ('ouiicil and the result wa" 
Uu' direct action that w«‘ an* visualising or witnessing today. Instead ot 
negotiation the talk of occupation by force, by might, is takine 
shape, ddicre have been killas, Pakistan killas, where there are iniiumei- 
al)le volunteers on the border of Assam to gi\e eilect to theii' own idea 
that is ot oec‘iip\ing those lainls liy forei*. This inns given rise to a nev 
situatKMi, lh‘(d>al)jy this motion was tahhal at a time wdien this situation 
did not arise. lyatelv Sir B. N. Rao tried to liring about a conijironiise : 
that also has failed and again the (iiu‘>ti()n of negotiation has erojipt'd uj» 
and We may say that although it is not inside the courts, yt‘t it mav he 
called suh~j iuhee , and it is not jiroper at the present moment to pass any 
opinion or to ajqieal to His Excellemyv the Governor of Bengal to make a 
rejiresentation to the Government of India to stop these evictions and so on 
and so tortli. I think that if ihis is done at this moment the agreement 
may be ])rejndieed. The talks that are going on again between Mr. 
Baidyanath Mnkherjee and Mr. Saadullah may bear some good fruit. It is 
therefore better that we shoiihl remain silent on this issue and let the 
matter take its own course. If it takes a worse turn, then of course an 
appeal niay lie made^to stop evictions or to do anything that seems more 
congenial to the community eonceriied. Probably there was a statement 
^ today made by ]\[r. Baidyanath Muklu'rjee calling upon Mr. Saadullah to 
convince his followers so that the agreement reached in 1945 may not he 
throw n hack and I think such an opportunity may be given and we mint 
not at the present moment raise any question that may defeat such an 
agreement. That is why I request the mover not to press this motion hut 
to wait in patience and see what happens afterwards. With these words 
I oppose the motion. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: itr. 

<letvt, Sir, ordinarily in motions of nature tlie Treasury Benches Temiiii 
neutral hut. Sir, the particular motio'fr before us is of such far reaching 
rft'ect that I should like to say somethiujr, not as ^ member of th^ ChhiKet, 
but in my personal rapacity reg'arding the- eviction policy of the 
]iient of Assam 


Mr. LALIT CHANDITA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. 
n Minister of (Toveriiment say that he will speak in his personal capacity 
and not as a member of the Cabinet in the House? ^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: T quite agree with you Mr. Das. T do not think 
tlie Hon’ble Minister can speak in his pel•^onal capacity since lu‘ is holding 
(itfice in the (jf>vernment— 


The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Kvcn then, 
>sir. I shall si)eak as a Minister ou the impropriety in wlilcli things are 
drifting in Assam. The remarks and ('omments of most of tlu' members of 
the Op])osition are so divorced from actual tacts and so very inconsistent 
^\l(h thos(‘ avowed profession or (‘ven actions in similar cas(‘s in far off 
distant lands, that it is neeessai’v that theii- attention should be drawn to 
them. Sir, the lioiionrahle leader ot the (qiposition has in opposing the 
motion made a forceful hut, an a])pan'ntl;\ illogical .s|)eech the sum and 
substance of which is that we should not meildlt* in the affairs of another 
aiitonomons proviiici* and must take lying down any oppression, tyranny 
Cl indignity that may he hurh^d on our Bengali immigrants there. Sir, 
it is veiy amusing to find tlie advocates of Akhand Bha*al laying so inucli 
stress on jirovincial autonomy. According to thi‘ scinions intlic1(*d on us 
cii the sul)j(*(‘t of autonomy of provinces not only by the leadm’ hiii also his 
lieutenants, one province should have nothing to do witli what haiipeiis in 
anotlier adjoining province and there should not he even an ajipeal to 
.\IMndia tor ri'dressiug any grie\ance which one jiroxiiicc may hav(‘ 
iiuainst another 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; AVhy do \ ou want to go to Ctmtrv'? 
You want Sovereign I’aldsthan for Bengal? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: thi a jioint of information. Sir. May 
\\c know what gri(‘vance ue have against A.ssam? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: T will be 

'^isiiig just now, wait. If this lie the poMtion of autoncmoim ])rovinc(\s in 
India, it will he not merely a eontrailietion in term> ol Akhand Bharat, 
dnt an absolute negation of it. Sir, according to our fiicuds opjiosiie, if 
1" a sin and a crime to take note of unjust and unfair tr<*atnient or inhuman 
I'catmeiit jierpetratml in an adjoining jiiovince hut it is highly jiatriotic, 
1" urge India (toveinnienr to defend the rights of Indians in a far oft 
'"untry in another eontinent 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA ^DAS: On a ])oiiit of order. Sir. Is it not a 
Ministerial improjiriety ef a Minister ot one (iovernment t.o (•oninumt upon 
tlie [lolicv of another (fovm'nmeni relating to tlieir land settbunent jK)lic\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the jiractiee of this House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I.s he to be iKU'uHtted to violate tbe 
] fiutiee 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: A ea.se like 
^ IS was never before the House before. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Mr. Muazzamuddin Hosain, may I just tell you 
-‘t it is the invariable prac'tiee of this House and so far as I know of tbe 
^^^‘gislature in Bengal not to criticise the policy of another (Government, 
it is better to avoid any observation on those lines. 
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crfticiflms will have to be made otherwise 


H08AIN: 
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Sir, some 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA t)A8s Sir, he cannot speak in that vain to 
Jong as he is a Minister 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order, order. He can only speak as a Minist(‘i 
but the matter must he left to his discretion. 

J 

The Hon^ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I take the 
full responsibility. Now, Sir, I am i)ersoiially aware how in' the early pai t 
ot th(‘ (“urreiii century the Jlengali cultivators were encouraged to go to 
Assam and to clear its jungle by offering various j)rivileges. I have mystii 
seen the advertisements sent otlicially !)y Assam Ooverument inviting lieu- 
gall immigrants to Assam. During the last 40 years nearly 10 lakhs llengali 
immigrants liavr* settled in Assam. They risked their lives in clearing the 
jungles and they died in hundreds and thousands ot malaria and kala-az.n 
in doing so. Now that vei-\ lai-ge tracts of jungles liave been reclaimed 
and conv(‘rt(‘d into valuable ci'ojr-lrearing lands tlu' Assamese have betamic 
jealous ot them and would not b(‘ content by merady jireventing turthei 
immigrants, but must turn out even those who art* in actual possession alte: 
building hfuiseindds, tanks, mos(jut*s and schools in the aiaai, in sirite ot 
the fact that millions of acres of unrerdaimed jungle lands art- still available 
in Assam not only loi‘ their (*attle but also for the future generations oi 
Assamese. Sir-, in 11)4*1, whih* attending the (Irc'gory Food Grain Com- 
mittee at Dellii I had raised the (piestion wh\ in spite of the serious food 
shortag(‘ conf routing us Assam was not allowing tln^ huge jungle area 
Avhi(di \\ as ready for the plough to b(‘ re< lainu‘d. I was Hkmi informed b\ 
the Euroirean representative of Assam that a liberal policy was ado])ted 
for giA’ing lands to the Jlengali inuiiigrants and Assam Avas congratulated 
l)y the Committee, but ultimately it turned out to be a hoax and it \\a'. 
found that far from allowircg ncAv jungles to be recdaiiiKul Assam wa^ 
Icdlowing the relentless pidicy of evicting even those who had stdtled doAvii 
after building houses. (Mr. Lalit Chandica Das: (,luestion. The Assam 
(foA'ernment have already given 28,(M)0 acres of land to Bengali immigrants » 
No. Now, Sir, in these days of acute food shortage not to allow (‘veii 
cultivated lands to grow' food crops is a crime and a sin not only against 
the immigrants, but against humanity and yet our kind-heartecr ]>atrioti( 
friends over theie w'ould like us not to have anything to do Avith that. 

Thtm, Sir, how Ts tin* inhuman compaign against the immigrants bein;: 
carried on.''' Ihe so-called (*n(*roachers with their families — women and 
cliildren— are being jchysically turned out with the help of armed poli.r 
and inilitaiy alter b‘velling down their households through elephant^ 
No judicial finding is necessarv nor any decrees for turning out tlu 
tresjcasscM's. Here in Ihmgal as in all other parts of the civilised Avorld a 
decree of a Court is necessary even to evict a trespasser even if he be a 
ciiminal tresjcassei- in jcossession, but the jungle law' of Assam Avhich may 
as w'ell bt‘ called the lawless law 

C 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a jmint ot order. Sir. The other 
dav when the Bihar i|Uestion came up even the Chief Minister did m't 
lefer to Bihar in sj)ite of the riots taking place there and you also ruled that 
W(‘ should not touch *Bihar. That Avas a our ruling. This is the establisliMl 
jcractice of this flouse and this Minister is A'iolating that i)rinciple whii ti 
even the (diief Minister did not do. 


Mr, PRESIDENT; ^fr. Muazzamuddin Hosain, you are creating 
Aery unhealthy and undesirable precedent, I can tell you. You are treii'l- 
ing on a very dangerous ground. It may suit your purpose on thi' 
occasion but I am sure Government will be in difficulty in future. So, my 
adA'ice to you would be not to speak on these lines. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: He has saiJ jungle laws of Assam...*... 
Mr. SATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, let this portion he expunged.^ 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Let him resign the post of Ministef 
and speak as an ordinary iiieniher of the House. 

The Horr’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Not at your 
bidding. « 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 hop(‘ you will modify your speech. If vou hN^ant 
to criticise tlje Assam (iovernment you ma\ do so in other way. lUit not 
ill this way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I was 

jioing to say that Assam (TO\ernment is following an ur sympathet ic ])oli('y. 
Htue in Bengal wc ha\e often to d«‘al with encroachers and what, is our 
jirocedure. I would in this connection rtder tht* honourahh' memhers to 
my reply as IL^veniie ^linister to a cpiestion j»ut hi this lion, sc regarding 
the , so-called evicti«)n of some encroachers fi‘om sonn‘ khasmahal lands of 
Noa])ara in the Nadia district last \eai-. and, the cddigation was that Hindu 
t(*nants hen* being evict(*d and replaci'd by Muslims. That was the 
allegation. I at once called for a report from the (h)llector of the distri(‘T 
and being not satisfied with that alone. I s(*nt the Divisional Commissioner 
himself to go to the lo{‘alit\ and to rejiort on the wdiolt* matter and to see 
that the law' was strictly tollow'ed. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: ()n a point of order, Sir. Can an TIon’ble 
Minister sjieak something which is not the correct thing and also because 
of the fact that the Assam Ministry is not crit icising Ihis ministry. 

Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The Divisional ( om- 
missioner made a iull re})ort and laid down (h‘finite lines of dealing with 
those encroachers wlio refused to take settlement of those Khas Mahal lands 
in spitt* of (iovernment otter. Even such refractory encroachers wane not 
ordered to he .summaiily evict(‘d, but to be jiroceeded against through the 
civil court. Breviousl^ a few criminal cases were instituted against 
some ot the encroachers foi- trespass only and as some of the p(*o])h‘ against 
whom tre.spa^s case^ wen* instituted left the land they w'ere settled W'ith 
the dilmiated tenants of the neighbouring Khas Mahal area. Tht* (hunmis- 
sioner’s defiinite order was not to proceed with the criminal cases, instituted 
against tres]iassers but to seek redress in the civil court for (‘jei'ting tho 
trespasst‘rs. Though thev were trespassers w(* had to move the civil and 
only on getting a decrei* of ejectment w(‘ could t‘vict them ami intioduce 
other tenants — not in an arbitrary manner in which Assam has be«'n doing. 
It Assam had been evicting the immigrant tenants through the civil court, s 
T would have no objection to that. There are still sonn* millions of acres 
ready for the plough but even in these days id' food shortagi* in tin* whole 
World these lands are not only not bein^ reclaimed but even those lands 
which were reclaimed w(‘re not allowed to be cultivated. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Hon’ble Mini.ste]^ is making an 
incoriect statement; the lands are being reclaimed in Assam. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr Das, don't interrupt the Hon’ble Minister very 
often jilease. He has got the right to speak and to^jireseiit facts according 
to his knowledg'e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; ]>it our 

friends op])osite jilace their hands on their breasts and look at the picture 
here and that in Assam and say it they are satisfied w'itb wdiat is taking 
place in Assam. If they think as human beings and not even as members 
of this legislature that they should sit tight and do nothing to stop the 
intolerable sufferings to the Bengalee immigrants, and if they da so I 
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will take and the world at larjtre will take it that their hostile attitude is 
dtie to the fact that the majority of the evictees are Benp^alee Muslims. 1 
have finished my comments. Sir, all that I can say on behalf of Govern- 
ment is that t}ie proceedinf;^s of the House on this motion, as is usual in tlio 
case of motions under rule 112, will be submitted to the Governor in du»‘ 
course. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I point out that the proceed- 
in^'-s of this House on this motion should not be sent to the Governor and 
then from there to the Central Government, if not for any other reason at 
least for this reason, Sir 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It cannot be decided by the Chair. It is for the 
House to decide by votinj^; whether this re.solution should be sent to the 
Governor or not. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a ]K>int of order, Sir. This is an 
address motion. The address is to whomy It is to l)e {^iven to the 
Governor. And foi- what ^ It will be forwarded l)y liim to th(‘ Governoi- 
General. AVlien it is a matter of address to tlie Governor there must lie 
unanimity. But liere there is no unanimity in tlie House and there is 
some ditfej'eiu'e of o])ini<m. Sueli an address sliould not be sent to tin* 
Governo]'. It will just confuse Sir, Frederick Burrows and he should not 
be juade the medium of stmdino- thest‘ thiiij^s to New Delhi. There is im 
unanimitv in this and there is dilTerence of o])inion and this address motion 
should not be sent. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: It will be decided by the House t.» 
send it or not. individual o])inion can count. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr, NUR AHMED; Mr. Fre^ident, Sir. 1 would like to say a few 
words very biiefly. The leader of the House has a heady replied to some 
of tlie ])oinls and I would onl\ reply to two. 'J’his niotion, has been 
objected to on two main ^lounds, namely, that aftaiis oi another ))rovince in 
thc'se days of autononiN should not bt* discussed by the legislaturi' of anothei 
]H’ovince. and that the centre should not be asked to int{'rfere in tlu' 
affairs (»f an autonomous pro\ince. Sir, it these two primn'ples are followi'd. 
then I tiiinli we are not entitled to call upon the centre to ask th(‘ Soutli 
African Fnion not to discriminate by its lt‘‘»*islation afi'ectino' the Indian^ 
tlieie. On wliat princi})](' then can the Government of India interfero 
with the affairs of an inde])endent soverei‘.»n State like South Afraca.’' 
The ground is very simple, nanudy, hecause the immigrants who are 
affected by such laws hai>j>en to be Indian, So I think the Governmenl 
of Ben^’al ha^e ^ot some rif»‘ht to look into the interest of the imniig’rant'' 
from Bengal who have goiu' to .Vssam for their livelihood and have settled 
there. On that p:round 1 think we will be justified in appealing to the 
Central Government in a matter which eoneenis the welfare of Bengalee 
immigrants who have settled in Assam. That principle has been aceepted. 
Then, if we ask the Government of India to look to the interests of Indians 
who are in Burtna, who are domiciled in Burma, it is on that prineijde also. 
That this luinciple has been accepted and est-ablished cannot be disputed 
and secondly in this very House one year ago, a similar motion ^vas passed 
without any opjiosition*, from the opposition. I do not know’ what ha^ 
happened during this short time that objeetion to a similar motion i^ 
lj>eiiig put forward so vehemently. As the present eonstitution exists, the 
Central Government have some power over the provincial governments if tht 
Central Government find that any provincial government is exceeding oi 
abusing its rights aud powers. 1 think the C'entral Government can send 
directives to the provincial governments. I do not understand how a parG 
which has already asked several times the Central Government to interfere 
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in affairs of Bengal, should put up any objection in this case. Tn't me 
cite a recent instance. The Secretary of tlie Congress Parliamentary j>arty 
in the other House has sent in a wite asking the Viceroy to })rorogue the 
Heiigal J^egislative Assembly. In fa^'e of this tact how can my friends in 
t)je Opposition now oppose this motion y Upsides, I have moved my motion 
on a very humane ground. It is desirable that the matter should be settled 
oTiyhow for the imminTaiits who have made their homes tht're for a long 
lime in Assam are now jfoing to be evicted and in fact their suffering is 
Aery intense. These ])eo])le who had no land in Bengal migrated to Assam 
.iiid cleared the jungles and faced all .sorts (»f dangers, without fearing 
Inocious animals and several other di.s(‘oin forts and made the lands 
( iiltivahle, and thus added to the A'alne of the jisstds of the Assam (Tovcrn- 
nicnt. And now at this stage when they made their home there and are 
( iiltivating tin* lands the Assam (Tovernnient without making any other 
.!( commodation or arrangement for their settlement ask them to go back 
\Mtli their hag and baggage. And when ihvy lia\e nd'nscMl, tliey are set 
upon by elepiiants and their houses are s(‘t on fire a!id they ai'e t*ven sliot 
(irad. 1 lu'se are the fa<'ts. Sir, an«l on t]i(‘S(‘ facts 1 am recjuesting that 
the^e (‘vietions he stoji])ed. Aly fiiends have pointed out tlml tliei’c is a 
talk g(|ijig on between tlie two parti<‘s, hiit uou that llie e(ini])i'omi.s(‘ lias 
I ailed it is the duty of the (Auiti'e to inlerven(‘ specially so heeause* the 
( oiitral (joveruinent is now so to say presided ovei* liy Pandit ATdiru and 
S.ivdai’ Patel. It is a <iU(‘stion of adjustnumt with tlie Premiiu' of Assam, 
Ml’ Bordoli, and 11 h' problem is to find out land aeeomjiKKlal ion for the 
iiif'ii evicted. The Muslim Jicagin* have already taken st»*ps to se(‘ that 
iliese evictees are settled on their lornnu’ land. It is oi^l\ the (jueslion of 
liioM' peojile who were in Assam for a long tinn* in aeeordaeee W’itli an 
.orangenumt made* hetween Sir Saadulla and this (loxao’nimmt . In the 
' I'ciimstanees I aj)|)e:il to tin* (tpposition to eonsidtu’ tliis tact as these 
'M(lees are Bengalis and to consider this motion sym])athetii’ally. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'i'he (juestion ])eff)r(‘ (lie Hons<‘ is lliat an Addnvss 
I"’ presiMited to Ills Kx(‘elleiie\ the (Governor ol Ihmgal through tin* 
Pen |)It> the President ot the Htmgal Pegislatixe Council witli an (‘iirnest 
■'Upeal to His l'.,xeel)eney to make a strong r(*pr(‘s(‘ntat ion immi'diately to 
I'c' (Tovernineiit of India to stop evictions of Bengali innnigi’ants irom 
-\'''.im l)y tli(^ pi’e^enf Assam (Toverninent. 

1 lie motion was put and a division taken with tin* following result: — 

AYES— 20. 


I Mr. Abduila-al'Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 
Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem H ossein 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. Yusuf AM Chowdhury 
Mr. D. D. Doyne 


Tho Hon»ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 
The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin' 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak AM Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latift 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majicf 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Md. Tauhq 


NOES— 10. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra KiShore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 

A\ts being Xoes being JO the motion was agreed to. 

^ Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, T beg to move — that an address }>e presented 
" His Excellency the (joveriior of Bengal through the Hon’ble the 
^ 'ulent of the Bengal Legi.slative Council wutli an earnest appeal to 
' Excellency to move the Government of India to arrange immediate 


Mr. Laiit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Oatta 

Hai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 

Mr. Biren Roy 
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import of surplus milk products from England, Australia and other foreign 
•countries for Bengal in view of large deficiency in supply of milk ami 
consumption per head of population in Bengal. 

Sir, this is a very small looking motion but it deals with a vital aspect 
•of the life of the j)eople ol Bengal. Sir, milk is a very important 
ingredient in the human food. Sir, it is absolutely ne<'essarv for tht* 
heallhy growth of children, for the old men and also for invalids. Sir. 
according to the food experts one .should take at least 2 ounces of milk pei 
(hi,\ . It is absolutely necessary es])ecially in the case of rice-eaters and 
MO cent, of the Bengalees are rice-eaters. This consiuwption of milk 
accoiding to the ])re'icrilH‘d standard will balance the diet of a Bengalee 
As a result of tlie (h'ficiem-y in llie consiimption of milk Beng^alees has been 
deteriorating in health. Bengal which could once ])rodLice intellectual 
giants much to the astonislimeni of the whole of India has now fallen on 
evil days. Even the other day some c'lninent jierson remarked that ui 
Bengal thcM’c is now no outstanding personality to hold BengaTs leadership. 
Ts it not to oui shame that BcmgaTs students are failing to compc'te with 
students of otlier ])ro\ inces in the I.(bS. FiXamination. Very f«‘\\ 
Bengalees have passed sucdi examinations. BengaFs •consum]>tion of milk 
is very small. Sir, ac<-ording to the latest figure, in ItlBi India’s to1:il 
production of milk was only 2d million tons and the (xovernment of India 
ari’anged a plan to increu'.e it to <S() million tons. That will be sufficient 
for the wholc‘ of India. As a I'csult of this deficit in the consumption ol 
milk. Sir, Bengal, as I said, is dc*terioiating in health year by year, bet 
me now compare Bengal's productiem of milk and consunijition ol’ milk pci 
•ca])ita. I am (juo^ing thc‘ figures tor 11)40. In New Zealand the ])roductioii 
])er capita is 244 lbs. a,nd consumption per head is 50 ounces. Finland'-' 
'ju’oduction ])er capita is 148 ounces and the consum])tion ])er head is 04 
ounces. In Australia, jiroduction per capita is 00 oz., and consum]>tion 
per cajiita 45 oz. ; in banada jiroduction per cajiita is GO oz. while tin- 
•consumption is 05 oz. j)er cajiita ; in (ireat Britain the production ])ei 
<*a])ita is 8 oz., while the consumption ]>er ca])ita is T oz., in Assam tin' 
jiroduction per capita is 1*4 oz., while the consum])ti()n is 2-2; in Bombay 
the ])roduction is 4-7 oz., nhile the consumiition is 4 oz., in the Fnited 
Provinces the prcwluc'tion is 4-1, while the consumption is 5 oz ; in tin' 
Punjab the ])roduction is 18-0 oz., while the c'oiisumption is 9-9 oz. But. 
8ir, what is the position in Bengali Tn Bengal jii'oduc'tion is 2T oz 
and consum])tion , is 1 *9 oz. As conijiared with all these provinces in 

India Bengal’s consumption is the lowest. Sir, this is one aspect of liic 
case. As a result oi all this Bengal's percentage of malnutrition is the 
highest as compared \c ith all the other jirovinces in India. In Assam >4 
])ersons are w(>ll-nourished, 48 ])ersons poorly nourished and only 9 ])(‘rson' 
suffer from malnutrition; in the United Ibovice.s 49 persons are veil 
iiourislied, 49 }»ersons y)oorl^ nourished and only 21 persons suffer froin 
malnutrition. In Madras 49 persons are well nourished, 49 yieisons pooiK 
nourished and duly 18 suffer from malnutrition. In the Punjab 49 per''iui' 
aiv well noinished, 48 jioorly nouiished and only 20 suffer ticiu 

ina hint lit ion, lAen in Bihar and ( )rissa 1 am giving figures for 194-1 - 
for Bihar 42 are well nourished, 40 yioorly nourished and onl\ U 
suffered from malnutiition. What is the state of things in Bengali b' 

Bengal in that year only 22 persons were well nourished, 47 persons vcic 

poorly nourished aiwl as many as 41, the highest percentage in IiuIm 
suffered frcun malnutrition. Sir, milk is a very important element in 
food. As a result of this want of milk maternal mortality in Bengal n 
higher than that in any other yirovince of India. In Assam the percent '^’' 
of maternal mortality was 29*4; in the United Provinces it was 18 
cent; in the Central Provinces it was 8-18 per cent., in Madras 14-2 
•cent, and in Bihar and Orissa it was 29-14 per cent. Punjab 18 **• 
Bombay 20-09. What is in Bengal? In Bengal, it was 49-1(4 — high*"'^ 
This is the result of less consumption of milk in Bengal. It i^ 
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admitted fart that even in Calcutta supply of milk is more than half of which 
is required for the citizens of Calcutta. The price of milk has abnormally 
^•one up and in some towns with great difficulty milk is available at a very 
high price. This has added to the other difficulties. For all these reasons 
I have moved this motion to move the*' Government of India for the 
]iurpose of impi^rting a large quantity of milk and milk pwducts for 
Bengal. Wby of all ])ft)vinces of India Bengal should be made to suffer. 
I have made it (dear b\ facts and feagures and tried to show that Bengal 
net'ds very badly (Uitside lielp. Gf course it may be said why should not 
i1j(‘ production of milk i)e increased h<‘r(‘ instead of setd^ing lud]) fjom 
outside. I may say tliat a ^lilk Expert was ap))ointed by the Goveimment 
of India and he, Mr. Bepiu-all, submitted a report. In the T•e])ort he 
(iescribed \erv lucidly the jntiabh* condition of inilk ju-odiudion and sab* of 
milk in B('ngal and some other hig (ities ol India. lie siiggoted some 
jemedy and 1 tried to draw the attention of Gov(‘i-nment to tliis (jiiestion. 
BtMiding this, supply ot milk is absoluttdy n(‘c('s.sar\ as also milk ])i’od\U“tion. 
So I sngg(‘sted in my re.solntion that it should Ik* imported fi’oin 
outside, from Austialia, f?(mi Canada, from Ihigland and ollau' countides 
udiK di they spare for otliers. AVith these u ords 1 commend my motion for 
the Jicceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Sir, T must sav at the outset 
tliat as a sliort term measure 1 have no objection to the Besolution moved 
by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. But 1 must say that as a long term 
nii'asure Gov(*iii merit hav(' serious obje(dion to it, becaiisi* it (’uts acToss the 
p<dicy of (jovernment to make milk and milk p](»duct«ion self-siiffi(dent in 
Bengal. 1 also like to inform the hotiourabh* mmnbers that the Resolution 
will be moi*e ustdul as a sort of temporary measure. I may inform him 
that the Government of Bengal have already pundiased l.BH) tons of thesce 
niilk products for distribution as ndief and besides they have sauctioned 
Rs. kd) lakhs for a further ]uirchase of tliese milk products. Therefony I 
vould leijuest the honour-able memlxu' not to press this motion. Govern- 
ment are already alive to this problem and are doing whatever is necessary 
in the Relief Department. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: ()n a point of information, Sir, May 
J know from tlie llori’ble Minister whether tliey a?-e Irringing milch cow to 
this jrrovince*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: Yes, Sir, milcli cows are being 
brought here in Calcutta from the I'unjab and F.R. ddien thert* is another 
difficult jrroblem to tackle, namely, that of salvaging the dry cattle, 
d’liese valuable animals are being sold to tlu* butchers when tlu‘y cannot 
give an> nior-e milk. Xow, Government have adofrttMl the policy of gtdting 
’hern salvaged in tiudr own exjrerimenting station at Chakdah ntuir 
Kanchi-apara. They will rear' them up and wlum tlo' cattli* will again 
attain lactation they would be useful for supply' ng milk to the town. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; AVill the Hon bh* A^inister- please 
''tute what did it cost them to buy l,K)f) tons of milk luoducts 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: We have already bougdit 1,100 
t* ns of milk ju-odimts and besides Rs. iiO laklis h^s been sanciiomul for 
^he year 194G-4T for a further jmrchase. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Did the Government buy^this direct o/ 
through the Government of India'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Some were bought direct and 
^"Uie from other countries direct. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If they have bought direct, wffiat is the 
1 'int in troubling the Government of India now? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOS8AIN: 200 tons were bouglit 
ex-F.S.A., 200 tons local pnrcliase, 200 tons en-route Australia (Direct) 
and oOO tons F. S. A. Jlius niaking" a total of 1,100 tons, (xovernment oi 
India’s help is necessary because we have to arrange for the imports. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I am very sorry to say that such an innocent 
motion has been opposed by the (xovernment. Sir, it is a fact that there 
is a woeful dearth of milk and these milk inoducts can meet to some extent 
the deficiency. I asked for some milk products for the primary school 
children but I was informed that the Government stock was'very limiter]. 
There is no harm if the Government a(‘cepts the motion. I am sorry, f 
cannot witlidraw such an important motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: dhen yt)u do not propose to withdraw your motion!^ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: N.), Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is that an Addrr'^-’ 
be ])resent(‘d to His Fxeellency the Governor of liengal through the Hon’hlr 
the rri‘sident of the Rengal Legislative (’oumdl with an earnest appeal 1(» 
His Lx(‘(dlem'y to move the Government ot India to airauge immediale 
imjiort ot sui-plus milk products from England, Australia and other foreign 
countries tor llengal in view ot large deti<'iency in i^npjily of milk and 
consum])t ion piu* head of ]K)])ulation in l^engal. 

The motion was ]iut and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address bt‘ jiresented 
to His l^lxct'llency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon'ble the 
lh’(‘sid(*nt ot tlie Bengal Legi^lative Council with an earnest 
a])]K‘al to His Excel lem'v to make an immediate r(‘presentation to the 
Go\'ernment ot India to increase the (juota of cotton varn allotted to 
Be ngal on the basis of its j) 0 ]iulation , or at least to make a larger allotment 
of cotton yarn (M|ua] to that of Madras. 

Sir, this is another important motion which vitally ahVets the }>eople <it 
Bengal and deals witli the (jue.stion of sutliiuent clothing for the ])eople <it 
Bengal. Tlioiigh Bengal is densely populated and is having the hirgc'i 
])opulation out of all (he j»ro\inc(‘s of India, its (luota of yarn allotted h'. 
the (hmtral (Tovernimmt is less than that of Madras or Bomba\ witk 
lesst'r pojmlations. (At this stage Airs. 1 .abanya probha Dutt t<iok tin 
Lhaii ). Bengal was om“e famous for her hand-loom woven cloth. Beng.il 
once used to send cloth to other countri(‘s in Asia and evmi to England 
Right down to th(^ time of the Last India (’om])any ch)th made in Imli.t 
sujiplied the markets of Asia and luii'opin In 1701 the u^e of calico w.t'^ 
prohibited in England. As late as ISlb 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: ( )n a ])oint of information 
May I hav(‘ your ruling whether we should address you as Mt. BresidenI 
or Aladain Bresideiit. 

Chairman (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): I think the practice. 
^^■hen the lady is in the COiair, is to address the Chair as Aladam Bresideni 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As late as 1S15 India exported to England clot!) 
worth Id lakhs jmundVi a year. In 1942 Bengal’s handlooms produced 1- 
per cent of her requirements oi (doth. There are more than two lakh^ "i 
‘weavers in Bengal, as far as I remeinlier the same nnniher as in Madras, hut 
these weavers are suffering for want of cotton yarn as their only means of 
livelihood was producing* handloom cloth. That prosperous industry is n"W 
in a dying condition. Bengal’s import of cloth is worth about 14 crore.-' ot 
rupees from Bombay, from Abmedabad and other countries. Beng d ^ 
mill and handloom produced cloth is sufficient to meet the requirement of 
Bengalees up to 40 per cent, only and Bengal has to import for the 
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'emainin^ 60 per cent, .requirements from outside. Bengal whi(‘li was once 
;elf-sutticient in tlie inatter of her re(iiiireinents of cloth — and not only that 
.he was also exporting clotli — has now fallen on evil days. In 1946 there 
were 866 mills in India of which 202 were in the Bombay Presidency, 61 
in the Madras Presidency and only 87 in Bwjgal, and why is tlie number of 
mils so small? The supreme ditiicully in the wav of starting more cotton 
nulls is that they cannot Imve ample supplies of yarn. 88iere is another 
i>j)ect of the case also. Tishermen on whose c*atching of fish and sup]>ly- 
ing of hsh the livelihood of many Bengalees depends have Ix’en very liard 
lilt by the la§t faming Large niinilH‘rs of them have died. Now the»'e is 
tli(‘ (piestion ol rehabilitating them in their own profession not for their 
i.wii good but for the good of the jieople of Bengal and lli(‘y reciuire large 
numbers of nets, but even for this pur])()se of making net-- there is want of 
rotton yarn. Madam, this is the htate of things that (‘xists in Bengal, and 
tills is what has moved mt‘ to move this address motion. Bengal has not 
keen properly treated by the Centre in resjiect of allotment of cotton yarn 
and why has this discrimination lieen made between Bengal and other 
provinces? The most flourisliing industry in Bengal, the handlooni 
indu.stry, is about to die for want of cotton yarn. So I a])peal, Madam, to 
the Government of India to allot large quantities of yarn n‘qnired for 
Bengal’s requirements. M ith these few words I recommimd my motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Chairman (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT); ^lotion moved that an 
Address be presented to llis Excel lemy the Governor of Ihmgal through 
the Honourable the Biesideiit of the Bengal Eegislati\ii^ Council with an 
t'arnest appeal of His Excellency to make an immediate re])re.>entation to 
the Government of fndia to increase tlie (juota of cotton yarn allotted to 
Bengal on the basis of its jKqiulation, or at least to make a largm* allotiinmt 
of cotton yarn equal to that ol Madras. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HUQ; Madam President, I rise 
(o sujiport the motion moved hv my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. Jt is well 
known Ibat the jieoph* of Bengal are exjieriencing great dilficully 
ior want of sufficient fdotli, and tli(*ri' is, I IxdieM*, a coiui'iisu^ of ojiiiiion 
ill this House that if tlie (piota of cotton yarn could be iiici-eased by moving 
the (umtral Govmnnient then many of the ills from uliicli Bengal is 
MiJferiiig at the present moment can he put an end to. Madam, my li'arned 
Blend has given an illuminating sjieech giving statistics to tin's JlOuse and 
1 do not fgd I am justitied in taking much time of the House and dilate 
"11 the subject. This is a Resolution wliich I think will be acceiited by my 
Blends opposite who have unfortunately in the past opposed (‘verything tluit 
Was moved from this side. I hofie this time they will also support the 
Resolution. With these few words I su]q)ort the motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Madam, I rise to supjiort the Resolu- 
tion moved by my friend Air. Xur Ahmed. But 1 am lathei* sorry to say 
that the Government of India should have to be moved by a Resolution like 
BBs. It is the boundeu duty of the Government of Bengal to move the 
Lovernment of India to allot the quota of cotton yarn on the basis of its 
I’ojnilation. They have not done it and you are now uigiiig the Govern- 
tiieiit of Bengal to move the Government of India.* This very motion 
^nqdies that it is a slur on the Government of Bengal who was sleeping 
this duty, the duty being to move the Government of India to allot* 

i^^rreased quota of cotton yarn on the basis of population — at least on 
- le equal basis of Aladras. It is known to everybody tliat our weavers 
dying for a want of more yarn and if cotton yarn can be supplied in 
n Zolas who are mostly Muslims and the weavers who are mo.stly 

on-Muslims would be saved from staiwation. So it is a verv useful 

evolution and I support it. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Madam, I rise to suppoft this very good move on 
the part of my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed at the^fag end of the non-official 
session 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: W^y end of the lion-official 

session ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Well, you will see. Today is the non-official day 
and perhaps there will not be anotlier non-official session. Now, Madam, it 
lias fallen on your shoulders when this Resolution is passed, to forward it 
to the ,(jovernor-(i(‘nei‘al. I must say that the quota which has been allotted 
to Bengal is very inade(]uate as c(uupared with the quota of Madras and 
other provinces. But the (.xovernment should have moved in this matter 
before this Resolution was mov4*d. Mr. Nur Ahmed would have been W(dl- 
advised to put the exact amount of yarn that we should ask the (^entral 
(T 0 V(‘rnmen 1 . to allocate. We want yarn according to the population basis. 

1 d(> not know on what basis the tjo\(‘rnment are making the allocation and 
I do not know what the actual amount of yarn ])er head of population to W 
asked from the Central Government. Mr. Nur Ahmed also has not ])ut 
the amount of allocation of the amount that we should ask the Government 
of India to sup])ly. I would therefore ad\ise Gov(‘rnmeiit to move iIk* 
('cntre to allocate' at least dtl yards of yarn per head of i)oj)ulati(Ui ot 
Bengal. In order to me(*t the deficit tlu'N can allocate yarn . . 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALh Will Mr Biren Ib v allow nn 
a miiuit(' to make an announcement in (‘onni'clion \\ilh the cuiiew jiermit".'' 

1 want to say that the <-urfew i)ermits ahoul v in’eh a leti'icnn-e wa> nnole 
earlii'i' in the I louse-'toda\ aie a\ailal)le nou foi d ist rihntion . 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: We ha\e ])<'rnnls lor the cars. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; 'rhe\ an* now also available foi 
indi\ iduals. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Thanks for both the permits. 

Now, Madam, the ])oint 1 was diawing .\our attention to is that tlie 
deficit in the allocation (»f cloth for th(‘ iX'oide ot this ])i-ovince can he met 
bv allocating more yarn for tin' weaveis in Bengal. I j) till uom' Bengal 
is dejK'udant on tin' Bombay mills, Madras mills and on the nulls of (lie 
other provinc('s. I do not know tlu' ]»olicy (d Go\('rnin<mt in this matter 
whether they are willing to allow more mills to be started in Bengal oi 
whether the> are billing to su})pl\ us with more spindles. In this matter, 
W(* should like to be informed (d‘ the position. The jiosition should he 
clarifi('d whetlier if Bi'iigal wants to be industrialised the Government A^ill 
help to start more niiH^^. more s])indles instead of only siqqilying cotton 
yarn. This, 1 think, wnnild solve the problem than asking the Centre to 
allocate more cotton yarn to Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; Madam, I welcome the proposal 
which has been moved bv my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed and I am 
also glad to find that t1ie 0])])osition has also joined hands with the 
honourable mover of the resolution. I may tell my friends for their 
infonnation that we have been jiressing u])on the Government of India for 
the increase of >arn (piota of Bengal and we are also not only trying to 
get yarn from outside Bengal but also from outside India and from outside 
countries. I bt'lieve my friends wdll be glad to learn that we are going to 
ji^t about 10,t)()() bales of very good >arn from Japan very soon. So, I feel 
no hestitation in accepting this proposal and T hope the House will pa^s 
this residution unanimously. 

The Chairman (Mrs. LABAN YAPROVA DUTTA); The question 
before the House that an Address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal 
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Ij€'gislative Coujicil with an ^parnest appeal to His Excellency to make an 
iiniiietliate repi'esentation to ftn; (Toveniment of India to increase the quota 
,,t cotton yarn allotted to llenoal on the basis of its poimlation, or at least 
to make a larger allotment oj^ cotton yarn equal to tliat of Madras. 

The motion was put and agreed "to. 

Mr§ NUR AHMED: Madam, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
to Ilis Excellency the (xovernor of Bengal through the Hoii’ble the Presi- 
dent of the Bengal Legislative Loiimdl with an earnest request to His 
Kxcellency to make a strong representation to the (Government of India to 
(oiivey to the British (Goveriunent in England the (»]>inion of the Moslem 
Mihjects of His Majesty in Bengal that the recommendations of tlie Anglo- 
American Commission on Palestine in their re]>oit recently pulilisJied being 
unjust: aggressive and extremely pnqiidicial to tlie Arah> in Palastine and 
(ontrary to the iirinciples and puii)oses of both tin* Atlantic and U.N.O. 
('luiiters, should he rejected in /o/o and should not he i iniileinented under' 
aii\ circumstances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: t )n a jxdnt (d ord(*r, .Madam, Mv point 
ot Older is this that tins motion deals with a snbput oidsidt* (d India the 
(|iit'>tion ot Palestiiu\ and thertdoie tins iLnisi* has mt ]niisdict ion over it 
and nothing should he said or done hert‘ with resjx-ct to 1’alt‘stine. 

The Hon’ble Mr, SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDtN HOSAIN: AW* have 

tloiK' it many times; we did it in r(‘s|)(‘(t ol South Aliica. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; We Inm not done so 

Chairman (Mrs. LABAN YAPROVA DUTTA): 1 am nnahh to say 
anvtlnng as tins motion has been adnnttml hy tin* lloidhle Presidmit alter 
( x.i nnnat ion sui'ely. 


Mr, NUR AHMED: Madam, this motion deals ^^ith a very eonijilieated 
jiiolilein wliudi is taxing the best brains oi tin* British ( M»V(‘riirmm t . 
.M> motion deals with mie asjx'et (d' that <|Ue'^tlon Aladam, let im> assure 
Ml. ('olien here that I hav(‘ nothing to sa\ against that gieat nation the 
Liaelites, as whose reiirt'seiita 1 1 ve lie is in tins Housi*. Madam, the 
Aloslems and the dews ha\e Ixhui livilig in many conntrries, in many 
]:o\niees, in many distiiets vc^ry i)eaeelull.\ and histoiy does not cite 
in-tanees of any ag-gressioii on the dews jnaet ised hy the Muslims. AVdieii 
tlie dews were |)ersecuted in Bussia it was Turkew which gave* them shelter. 
So I assure Mr. Cohen tliai there is nothing in tin's motion against the 
lews as a nation. I shall only deal with one asjK*ct ol tin* prolilem, a 
\exed jirohlem and that is tlie question of tin* settlement oi dew\s ami 
Aiahs in Palestine to the satisfaetion ol both as on tins will dejiend the 
hjtiire of Palestine. That is a very small country, resembling that ol 
\Aales in the U. E. The rejKut of the Anglo-American Commission whicli 
kvis reported on Palestine has suggested the division of that •small country 
into four parts, one part for the Jew's, one part for the Arabs, om*. jiart, 
liamely Jerusalem, xrill be under the Mandate and the desert of Nazerell 
'vjII form another pirt. Both the Jews and the Arabs jirotestfxl against 
Ciis. This plan as recommended by the Anglo-A'mmican Commission 
not acceptable to the dews nor to the Arabs. Madam, (his was the 


'tale of things. Nowy T think the eireumstances hava^ < hang(Ml. Now * 
Ihe British (Tovernment in spite of their b(‘st attem]»ts tailed to solve the 
Lwish-Arab problem in resiieet of their homeland. lYhen in the 

mitish took the mandate of this small province of I’alestine tliev did not 
^huik that they will be involved at a later stage in suiierliuman difficulties 
of whicli, in spite of their hard attempts, tliey could not come out. 
fhe matter is now, I think, being dealt witli by' the United Nations 
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Organization and it is, I think, an opportu^ ix^ment th«t the opinion 
of the Muslims should be brought to Hie notic^ oF His^ Majesty \> 
Government * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point' of information, Madam. 
The Finance Minister told us a few minutes ago that curfew passes will 
be issued to the members and that they would be for persons as well as 
for cars for those members wlio liad cars of their own. But I have iusi 
now learnt that two members of my pa^ty have got their cards for their 
cars, but persons, or individual per persons cards are not yet ready. He 
announced tliat they would be distributed here on the floor of the House. 
May I know what the position is in thi.s res]»ect!'' 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: We have already arranged for personal card^ 
to be issued. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Does he know the number of the cards^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So far as the names are concerned oiii 
names were supj)lied. 

THb Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: l^ersonal permils were ready and 
those for the oars also are ready but ixu'.sonal cards will be distributed on 
Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I say, Madam, that this is the most opporfiuit* 
moment to move tltis motion. So 1 appeal to the House to adopt m\ 
motion. 

Chairman (Mrs. LABANYA PROBHA DUTT): Motion moved that 
an address be presented to His Excellency the (lovernor of Bengal through 
the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative (’ouncil with an earnest 
request to His Excellency to make a strong representation to the (ioNern- 
ment of India to convey to tin* British (tovernment in England the opinion 
ol the IMoslem subjects of His Majesty in Bengal that the recommendations 
of the Anglo-American Commission on Palestine in their report recent 1\ 
published being unjust, aggressive and exlrmnely ])7‘ejndicial to the Aral'- 
in Palestine and contraiy to the princijiles and jnirposes of both the Atlantic 
and U. JN. U. Clhariers, should be rejected in toto and should not hr 
im])lemcnted under any circumstances. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Madam, I cannot see eye to eye wilh 
the motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. That is why it is that at the 
beginning I stood uj) on a point of order but you were pleased to rule 
that the President had admitted the motion and jierhaps there was nothing 
more to vsay about it. But oftentimes motions are admitted by the chair 
and are brought in on the Order paper; and then comes the time for us 
to raise any point of order whether vt is in order or not. However, I do 
not want to embarrass the chair about it on the present occasion, but I 
simply want to* speak on the motion as it stands. Madam, the matter 
relates to Palestine. The matter has gone up to the U.N.O. quite recently 
and the question is in the seizin of the Steering Committjee of the U. N. <>■ 
who wants that this matter of Palestine should be tkken over to tlu' 
Assembly and discussed ^there. Mr. Asaf Ali for India, a member represen- 
ted in the Steering Committee observed that so far as this matter is 
concerned Jews should also be given a hearing. The result has been that 
the Arabs have not been successful in the Steering Committee to take up 
the question to the General Assembly in a form satisfactory to them. The 
British standpoint has been quite different. They want to retain their 
mandatory power in Palestine and yet at the same time they desire to 
have a direction from the U.N.O. on the qiiestion. Whether they would 
carry out the direction of the U.N.O. , the British are silent, but so far the 
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views of the AmbasM\<]or of India who i< there are concerned, lie seems 
to think tliat this itoestion 4ioiild he d(‘cided after hearinjr the jews in tlio 
r.N.O. The opinion of the Jews should not be given fhe go-by, and ipso 
fflcto Palestine cannot be declared as an Arab country as a whole. Tin' 
Jews claim unrestricted immigration into f'alestiiu' and tln*re is already 
o-icat trouble there between the Arabs ;md Jews. In such a contentious 
inatter, sitting in the Bengal Legislative (’ouncil, for a member to move 
n (juestion like this and alsct to trouble tlu' (Jovt'iiior to niovt' the Vicero;\ 
and then to ask him to send to the British Labint'i the viens ot this House 
tor consideration seems to me altogethei an oiu-ot-ihe-w ay process b\ which 
such a matter should be decider!. 

Madam, the question is already betoie the [\ N. (>. and I do not think 
tills intricate question of jicdii'y regarding Palestine should be a subject 
matter of representation from the UH'mber.s ot this House. I therefore 
(.ppose the motion. The Arabs howe\er ha\e our sviujiathy in the ditfiiuilt 
] osition tliey ai'e in. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN; Mad am, a,'< x'lnitic i-ai I's, tin* iidaliou lu'tween 
JrAvs and Muliammadans have always bei'ii friendly and liariiioniou.s, since 
ilicy shaied a i>u‘eat many things in common in rc'ligious thought and 
])ra(ti<'e as well as in various other matters. It is a matter of dei']) regret 
that ( irciimstances have arisen to ci’cate the present uidiappy situation 
more ('s]>ecially ^lt a time wJien the unfortunati' jilight of tlie Jews who 
have sufli'ied a luarlyrdom tlu' magnitude of which has no paralh'l in the 
woild's history should have strengtln'iied the I'ai'inl ties Indween tin' two 
intmisely. Some sinister influence seein.s to have' ei-<*alH‘d this nnnatural 
‘•ituation. this diAusion })(*tA\een .L'ws and Muliammadans to have transformed 
that iriendshij' to the inimical feelings now pievailing. It is no secret, 
that the Balfoui Deolaialion AAas made after (‘oii.sulfalion with and approval 
i'1 King Faisul and A\ith the hlessing of the Li'agiu' (d' Nations. No 
le^nietion A\'as imposml in the matter of hringinu- into J’ah'stiiu' as many 
J'-ws as the coniitJ.v can absorh tin' aim hcing to icsem* them from the 
iciiibh' consequences of anti-semitism whiidi laid- iimh'i' Hitler’s ruh' 
assuiiK'd unpi'cccded profxulions. Ati ('xjn'it sni'vey of tin* country dis- 
(■los(‘(l that Palestine is (’a]ialde of ahsorhing I to o millions dews il tlu* 
o'liiarkahle deAehqunents liitherto carric'd out would Ix' (‘onlinm'd on at. 
h':ist an ecjual srali'; and tho.se develojimeiits alrcuidy carried out. can tlu'y 
he said not to liaAe contributed fuTidnmenlally to Arab inti'j'ests and 
AM'ltaie as avcII ? Perhaps hecause immigration has Ix'en on a biggiu' and 
■iiM'e ra]ud scale is tlu case of the present tense feeling, but. (‘oiild it liavt 
■'"’eii avoidi'd under the circumstances cieati'd by llith'i-’s ext.erminal ion 
I'uIk'v? Though Hitler’s rule lias emh'd and yet acconling lo autliorita- 
t’Ae ie])orls, the plight of the JeAvs in Lin'ojx* is iin hettei' to-day, in what 

kiiowui as ‘^the occupied areas ol Euioju*'* 'J'he> an' still housed in 
cencent ration camps, and in Poland and jiari.s ot (iermany they continue to 
he A’ictims of anti-semitism. Should not the Arabs be the foii'niost 
]>eti{)Ie of the world to come to the rescue of their brothers, to let the fli'ws 
fed ;i sanctuary in the country to which they bi'long, and with the pi'ople 
Jh wJiom tlu'y are racially bound. It has been f(ucstioncd wJiy America, 
Aiislralia and other places do not open tbeir doors to these disphieed 
fe'-ple. AVill that sAlve the Jewish prohlem ? Will it protect them from 
jf'C insidious cult of aiiti-semitism Is it not. understandable tbat only 
•1' a Semitic land they can feel tbat .sucli a tiling as tlie curse of anti- ^ 
''f'lnitism cannot germinate? .Jew.s and Arabs in the closest bond of unity 
'■‘n be expected to see to tbat w'itli regard to the recommendation of tin* 
Anglo-American tAmimission made .some months back to permit the entry 

100,000 Jews as (piickly as pos.sible, I regret it was not looked at from 
' hnmanitaTian point of view. 

Hitler exterminated millions. Should not the Arabs, our brothers, 
forth a helping hand to such number of these people as the country 
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can absorb to Hih] a sanctuary there instead of joining those who were not 
allowed to liave anywhere to lay their heads but the cold grave)" I am not 
<'n jny feet now discuss politics but solely to plead humanity, to plead 
tliai we continiu' to slay that horrid monster anti-seinitism, to defeat it by 
vigorously associating ourselves with the divine policy of preservation 
against the devilish policy of destruction. 

AVben 1 refer to the policy of destruction, I cannot refrain from con- 
ileinnijig in the strongest terms the series of terrorist outrages in Palestine. 
The dewish community in Calcutta have condemned in one ^ voice these 
dastardly, shameful, senseless ac-t.s whiih has entailed the l()^s ol so many 
precious human lives including Jews. The s])irit of violence does no good 
to any caust* and worse* still if it is exercised by thosi* who have themselves 
be(*n the victims of violema* and who ha\e experienced the suiter mgs which 
follov^ in its trail. The fundamental issues of tlu? Jewish rdghts and status 
in .Palestine, and of international responsibility foi’ the solution of the twin 
])iobh*nis ot Pah*stine and the Ji'wish people have now been rais('d afresh 
iiefore the P.N.O. 'Tin* ey(‘s (»f dews thr-oughou< the world are turned to 
them. Pah'stine and the dewish problem is a world ies]ionsibility and only 
the r.N.O. can show the way. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA ; Madam, I had no mind to take ]>art in 
t,he debate this afternoon but after the (d)servations of Mr. Das ami certain 
remarks that have been made by my esteemed fiiend iMr. Cohtm, 1 feel 1 
should join issue on a (|uestion of such momentous signifimmee not only 
to the Moslirns of th^ hiast but also to tin* Muslims t)t the whoh* world. You 
know. Madam. Palestine is sai i’i'd to the Muslims, to the dews as also to 
th(‘ (diristians. Pah*stin(* has been associated with the memories ot the 
Gr(‘atest Prophets and is a place from Avhich Muslims derive th(‘ir inspira- 
tion. We do not tor- a singh* moment hold tlu* jiroposition that the Jew's 
should have no (juarti'r, no shelter, no homeland in the world or that they 
should in any way be maltreated. Put fi'om this it does not nec(*ssarily 
follow' that the Arabs should be unjustly over'])owered by JeAvish iinmr- 
giunts. This unfortunate state of things can be tr-aced baik to the Palfoui’ 
Declaration, ddn* dubious and ])er’fidious policy of tht* British fiovernment 
is rvsponsibh* for- the disastrous effect uiion the Arabs in Palestine and foi 
th(' il Ut i-eatinent of tlu* Muslims in the Mast. The British (.xovornment 
held out assurances to Muslems regarding the int{*grity of the 

homelands of Jslarn. ddie Balfour Declaration on the other hand 
held out tin* assurance tliat a homelaiirl would lx* i)i‘ovi»ted in Pah'.stine 
for the dews but the Arabs i-ould ne\(‘i‘ agree to this proposal 
Noav, thes(* assurances are OA'idi'iitly in<‘onsist tmt and couti adict(U-y . 
dust as in India tin* Britisli (iovernnu*nt an* holding out certain 
a,ssu]anc('s to the* (^)ng•l■ess and sonn* other to the Muslim League 
with the result that tlie situation has become so complicated that 
in spite of the a])peal of the two great leader's of public opinion it cannot 
lie controlled. Tin* ])(*ople art* noA\ a.sking for partition of this country 
betAVeen the two great communities. Similar is the position in Palestine, 
d’her-t* also tin* same jrolicy obtains. That is unfortunately tlie ])olicy of 
Br-itish imperialism all over tli,e world. In this connection w^e are 

r-t'ininded of the mt*mor*ahle Avords of late Maulana Mtr^iammed Ali, Leade'- 
of the Khilafat Delegation in England, lie was confronted with an 
observation by late Lloyd Geor’ge tire then Prime Minister of England. 
,Mr. Lloyd George told Mr. Mohammed Ali “You are talking glibly 
of integrity of the bornelands of Islam but what have you done Avith 
regard to the atr-ocities that have been perpetuated upon the Armeriians 
by the Tirrks.” Mr. Mohammad Ali retorted by saying “Yo international 
investigation has yet been instituted to enquire into the matter .. But if it 
he proA’(*d to the satisfaction of the Avlnde civilized world that the Turks 
haA'e been actually guilty of the charges levelled against them w'e Avill 
Avash our hands off the Turks. It is much more important for us that not 
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a singlle blot should remain on the fair face of Islam”. We too are inspired 
with the same lofty ideal in our genuine sympathies for the Arabs of Pales- 
tine. We want a square deal for them and certainly no injustice for others, 
^'aturally the apprehensions of my friend Mr. Noor Ahmed and other 
Moslem brethren in the east are tully justified. Not for a single moment 
shall I however cast any retliH'tion upon tlic -levs. Fhe relatiojis 
betveen the Jev s and the Arabs have been m'".i cordial and happy and 
three prophets of the world emanated practii.iliv from the same region of 
the globe. According to our religion, acconiing to Islam, we have got to 
shov equal respect, equal veneration, eijiial regard, e(|iial admiration to 
all, to Moses, to Jesus and to Hazral Muhammed alike. They are all 
brothers belonging to the same liaternity, to the same vSemitu* race. Irom 
the soil of the desert came all the givat Viophets of the world. There has 
been a continuity of religious flow from the eternal occain of liglit, co- 
ordination of the efforts (d th(‘ great ])r(»phets ol the Semilic Pace for the 
common good of mankind and the .si i cam of their cultures has tlowial on 
throughout the whole world jnirging and i h*ansing all iiiqnirities ami 
dross that had gathered round tin* lu■i>^tint‘ glory oi (iod’s message. W'e 
iiave absolute syni])athy tor the Jens and V(‘ condiMun in no inic('itain 
terms the horrois perpetrated by th(‘ atrocious (oonian Na/.is headed by 
Hitler unon the d(nvs, during the (dieat \\ ar but that is no reason why the 
poor Arabs should suffer distress and humilation to-day. Nnt merely the 
Aiab Aluslims but the Arab ('hristiaiis as wtdl have joined to tight this 
domination sought to lu' iinpos(*d U]>on the Arab ('hristians and .Muslims and 
they aie st.anding against this perfidious, this mischn'vous, this sinister, tbi" 
dangerous policy pursued by the llritish (Jovernment loMay. l^'or sonietinu* 
pa.st, owing to the intiunational situation, this ((uestion has assunuMl very 
serious proiir)rtions and the British tiovernment is now sitting on th(‘ fence, 
watidiing the situation because Palestine is sought to be k(‘|>t by tlnun a.s a 
base for tuture warfare. Jdie Bialish (ioxeinment is, ihmelore. biding 
time, watching the devtdo[)m(‘nts and rejKU'cussions in intei nat lona I ])olil!cs 
due to the agitation of tin' Jews and the .\rabs about Palestine, 'bln* time 
lias come for also the Aluslim^ ot India to it-alise the imjilicat ions oi *,he 
stand taken by the Biitish (ioNernment foi deciding th(‘ issu(‘ b\ an Anglo- 
Am(‘rican Commission jiossibly in la\our ol tin' Ji'Vs to the (h'tiinn'iit of 
the Arabs. AVe are showing no enmit\, no lealousv, no hatred, no aseidoii 
towards the J('ws, but we ha\(' got to that the jjosition of the .Vrabs is 
not disturbed noi- is tlu'ir imleteasibh' right doteat^'d in aii) wa\. These 
Arabs constitute the larg(‘st majority of ))(*o]»le who built up Pab*stine as 
we find it to-day, who cont lu buted to it*, glor\ and streiigtb Palestine 
lightly belongs to them and no foi'(*igin*i has any light to (‘neioaf li U]»on 
the integrity of their homeland. 1 woubl appeal to m\ fiiends r)])]K)sito to 
shed their complex in regard to tin's \(*ry imi>ortant matter, when tlie Indian 
National (^ongres.s lieaded by Ibnidit Javvabarlal Nebiii is sbowing 
s.vmpathies to the Arabs in Ibilestim' in Ibeir humiliation, it is a niisforiuin* 
that the Deputy Leader of the roiigress Party in this House should bo so 
suspicious over a questirin like this atfecting so vitally the Arab.s of 
Palestine avoid a discussion of tliis matter and sljould raise 4Le question of 
jurisdiction of this House for discussion thereof. In this, though the 
Aluslims iu India are not directly alfccted. i( will afb'ct their cultural 
hegemouy, the position and integrity of the Aliislim.s all over the world. In 
saying all this I do not mean any reflection on any oilier culture, any other 
civilization, any other school of thought, any other ideology, or any rither 
class of iieople in the world. I am of the opinion that wu* should show our 
fullest sympatliy with the Arabs wlio are in great difficulties and are pass- 
ing through the most critical phase of their national existence. 

AAHtb tlu'se words T support the motion before the House. 

The Hon’bie Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: As is usual 
in cases like this we will forward the proceedings of the House to the 
appropriate authorities for necessary action. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The question before 
the Rouse is that an address be presented to His Excellency the (jovernor 
of Reng'al throu^di the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council with an earnest re(|uest to His Excellency to make a strong re- 
presentation to the Government of India to convey to the British Govern- 
ment in England the o]dnion of tlie Moslem subjects of His Majesty in 
Bengal that the recommendations of the Anglo-American Commission on 
Palestine in their report recently published being unjust, aggressive and 
extremely ])rejudicial to the Arabs in Palestine and contrary to the prin- 
ciples and purposes of both the Atlantic and L.N.G. Charters, should be 
rejected in fofo and should not be im])lemented under any circumstances. 

The ipiestion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that an Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the HoiCble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council with an earn(‘si api)eal to His Excadleiicy 
to strongly uige upon, the Government ot India to take immediate and 
effective ste])s to eirsurc the fiee movement of the ])eo])]e of Bengal to and 
fr(un Burma so that no discrimination (‘an be made agaiimt the people of 
Beiig’al in any field of any activity in Biuma as com])are(l with the 
Britishers and nationals of othei- countries in view of the gi’eat parts 
which the ])eople of Ibmgal have ])layed in tlie deveiopment of Burma's 
national life and (‘conomy for decades ]»ast and in view of the just rights 
of the ])eo])le of Bengal to take ])ro]»er jdace in tlm reliabilitation and 
reconstruction of Burma and to re-establish tlienisclves in the various 
activities of this country. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): Tlie (luestion 

before the House is tliat an Address be presmitcd to Ilis Excellency 
the Gov(‘rnor of Bengal throtigh the Hon'bh' the President of 
the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil with an earnest a)))teal to His Excellency 
to strongly urgt* u])on the Goviunmeiit of India to take imnnaliate and 
effective steps to ens\n-e tin* free nnu'cnuMit ot th(‘ ])(‘ 0 )) 1 (‘ of Jlcngal to and 
from Burma so that m» discrimination (‘an Ik* made against the ]K‘oj)le (>f 
Bengal in any fiidd ot any a(‘tivitv in Bmma as conqiared with tin' 
Britishers and nationals ol (dher (‘ountrii's in vieA\ ot the great ])arts 
■W'hich the people of Ihuigal havt* played in tin* d('V(*lo]uuent of Burma's 
national life and t‘conomy for decades past and in vit*w of the just rights 
of the iieo])le ot Ihuigal t(» tak(‘ proper ]dace in the rehabilitation and 
reconsti'uction of ibnma and to r(‘-(‘stabllHi thtunsidves in the various 
activities of this countiy. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HOQUE: iMadam, I rise to 
BUjiport the motion and exjiect that as the matter concerns the whole of 
Bengal without the distinction of caste or creed, my friends of tlie Congress 
Party will not o])])ONe it but will join with us in accepting it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT); The question 
before the House is that an Address be presented to His Excellen(‘y 
the Governor <oi Jfengal through tin* Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Ijegisbitive Council witli an earnest appeal to His Excellency 
to strongly urge u]»on the Governnumt of India to take imnu'diate and 
effective ste[)s to ensure the free movement ot the people ot Bengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be made against the ])e(>ple of 
Bengal in an\ field of any activity in Burma as compared with the 
Britisjiers and nationals of other countries in view of the great jiaits 
w’hich the peo]de of Bengal have jilayed in the (bwelopment of Burma's 
natioifal life and economy tor decades past and in view of the just rights 
of the people of Bengal to take pro])er place in the rehabilitation and 
recons-truction of Burma and to re-establisli themselves in the various 
activities of this country. 

The question was T>ut and agreed to. 
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TT- ^ move that an Address be presented to 

His Exc^Ilem y the CWnior ot Bengal tlirongli the Hon’bfe the Presi- 
dent of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to His 
Excellency to strongly urge upon the Government of India to establish a 
special nautical school at Chittagong for the benefit (d' the people of Bengal. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Madam, T rise on a point of order. 
This motion stands in the name of Mr. Amulyadhone Roy: So, how can 
Mr. Nur Almied move it? 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Mr. Amnlyadhonc Hoy is abseui and is not 
going to iiHUe ins motion. 1 lu‘ motion that Mr. iSur Ahmed has moved 
just now is his own motion and not that of Mr. Box. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Oh, 1 am sorry 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs, LABANY APROBHA DUTT): Motion moved that 
an A(hlres^ he |ii'es('nied to Hi.s hiXradlenex the (roviMiior' Bengal through 
the llnirble the Piesidt'iit of the Bengal la'gislatixe (’oiiiieil with an earnest 
aj>])cal to Ills K\e(dl('nex to stionglx urge upon tin* t lox eriouent (d India 
to estahlisli a s|Meial naulie.il school at Chittagmig for tin* henetit of the 
|)eopl(' oi Bengal. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Oi. iMhalt of Government 
I (’an sa\ that tins is one (d tin* oh)(M t.'' vxliieh the Bengali GoxcM’iiment 
is always uiging upon the (h-nlH’ 1 nixstdl think that this motion should 
be passed on to the GoxernuK’nt (d India. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: ttn a point ol information, Madam. 
The f)oint, is this; xxill flo' llondih’ Ministt*r please e.\|)lain as to why 
the ]>resent Miiiistiy and its partx whih’ it does not want Bengal to he 
under tlie ('eiitre should In* phased to uige upon I In' Centre to (To certain 
things for (Jiciii from fiiuc to time? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Hut w( have not yet 
separated. Wv are still goviunt’d uiidei tlu* Government of India Act, 
1936. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Siiie(.’ \ou want to sejiarate from the 
Government ot India, why go to them toi Indp, Whx don’t yon yourself 
establish a nautical school with yoin own lesourees? I opjjose the motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have I g(d the right of making a 
speech? Will you allow’ us to continue the dehah* till auotner day? 

CHAIRMAN (M^s. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The House stands 
adjouriied till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 5th May. * 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned till 1-*^) p.m. on Monday, the 5th May, 
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[ZiXD Mat, 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2nd 
May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdh\iry. 

(6) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dalta. 

(7) Mr. Erie Dermot Doyne. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammed Jan 

(11) Mr. llumayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moludanobish. 

(Id) Mr. Oeorge Morgan, c.i.K. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathaii. 

(16) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy. 

(16) Alhaj Yar« Ali Khan. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

■■■P' ■" ■=--- 

First Session, 1947— No. 38. 


Tine Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta* on Monday, the 5th May, 1947, at 1-40 j),ni., being the 
48th clay of the First Session of 1947, ])ursuaut to section (a) of the 

Oovernment of India Act, 19*15. 

Mr. Ihesideiit (the Hon’ble Sir Bltoy PjnsAj) Singh Koy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The cj^uestion standing in the name of the 
Hou’ble Minister in cdiarge of Civil Supplies may be postponed as he will 
not be able to come. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: I understand the llon’ble Mr. Oofraii will not be 
able to come. So his questions are luistponed. His questions are 115, 
110 and 117. 

House shortage in the urban and industrial areas of Bengal. 

118. Mr. NUR AHMED: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minhter in charge of 
the Deiiartment of Health and I^ocal Self-Government be pleased to state 
if any plan has been pre])ared and put into operation by the Government 
ot Bengal to make up housing shortage in urban and industrial areas of 
IWnga] y 

(5) Do the Government of Bengal propose to ask managements of all 
industrial establishments in the (dty and urban areas of Bengal to provide 
residential accommodation to their emphnees so as to relieve the acute 
Housing shortage and high rent? 

(c) Do the Governnieut of Bengal propose to provide residential accom- 
nmdation to their own em]»loyees? 

. (c/) Do the Government of Bengal propose to establish a House Board 
for the alx)ve purpose? 

(e) Do the Government piopose to launch a scheme to encourage and 
subsidise all private house-building enterprises? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health ^d Local Belf-Covern- 
ment): (a) and (d) Yes. 

(5) No. 

(c) and (e) These iire under consideration. 

^ Number of hospitals opened for Bihar refugees in Bengal. 

119. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mahalanobis: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to slate how 
many hospitals have been opened for Bihar refugees in Bengal during 
recent disturbances there? 

8 % 
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Mr. ABDUL RASHliD, Parliamefitary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in chvge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government): The 

following temporary hospitals have been opened for tlm medical relief of the 
sick amongst the refugees frofS* Province of Bilrat ; 

One KMj-bedded hospital at Aiansol (district Bnrdwan). 

One 50-bedded hospital at Giishkara (district Bnrdwan). 

One tiO-bedded hospital at Salboni (district Midnapore). 

One ic?0-bedded hos])ital at Basudebpiir (district Bankura). 

One 50-bedded hospital at Parbatipur (district Dinajpnr). 

One 2()-bedded hospital at Digri (district Midnapore), 

Mr. LALIT CHANDARA DAS: Will the Hon’l.le Minister be pleased 
to state whether all these beds are filled up with ])atients?' 

Mr. ABIDUL RASHID (for the Hon»ble Mr. Abdul Cofran): That I 
canuot Hay. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can you oivt US an idea what is the 
reason fur having so many hosi>itals in my many dift'erent jilaces’' 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: These hospitals have been opened because of 
the treatment of Behari refugees wliich was necessary then. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: W^ill the IIon*])le ^lijiister be })leased 
to stnte how many ])atients were admitted and how many treated and how 
many discharged!'^ c 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Th at 1 cannot sa\ offhand how many were 
admitted and how' many discharged. 

...Mr. LALIT CHANDRA .DAS: Sir, let him take time to let us have 
the ipformatiou, because if there is no ])atients or a few of them, what is 
the iHe of this unnecivssary exjieiiditure. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID: Jf you give us notice of a fresh (juestion that 
will be answered. 

I Wr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why (an it not be done in this (jiies- 
We want to know why so much moneys ha^ been ^])ent when there is- 
jntlicient ]iatients in the hospitals. 

Mr, ABDUL RASHID Sir, unless this question is renewed how (‘UAnit be 
answered ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quit t* so. If you want the information, J|r. Das, 
you better ]»ut a (lucstion on tlu'se lines. 

Number of rural dispensaries under district boards, local boards imd union 

boards in Bengal, 

120. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minist^T 

in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(a) the uumher of rural dispensaries under district boards, local boards 
and union boards in Bengal; 

{h) the number of such dispensaries having beds for indoor patienls; 

(r) if he will place before the House a statement of these figures, district ' 
by district ; and 

((/) if the Government propose to arrange for indoor ho^tals with small 
number of beds in each of district board and union boarii dlilpen- 
.Naiies U) fonii a nucleus of a primary health centre as envisaged 
by the Bhore Committee? 
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Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary on behalf of the 
Hon^ble Minister in-oharge of the Department of Health and Local Self- 
Covernment 

(h) 22. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

{(I) No. GoTernment are, however, ronsid* a P.W.D. Scheme 

ior increasing the number of rural dispensaries h} the establishment of model 
,;is}>ensaries each with four indoor beds and at a cost of about Bs. GO, 000. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information. Sir. Our 
session began on the drd February, 1947, and we have put in many questions 
so far. May I know the total number of (lue^tions that were put by the 
members and the number of questions answered r* I believe tl' U Ironi the 
few number of questions that are being answered daily tliert' must be a 
large number of unanswered questions. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The information can be su])]died by day after to- 
morrow. 


. The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Now, we take up the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
Land Bill. 


CIfntse 1 . 

Clause I stand i)art <»f the Bill. 

Amendments Nos. 1 and 2 by ^fr. Lalit Chandra Das and Bai Bahadur 
Brojendra Mohan Moitra are out of order. No. 9, stands in the nam(‘ Mr. 
Nahar. Yes, Mr. Nahar. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, 1 beg to m(»v(‘ that in sub-clause 
(1) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line 1, the woyd.^g 
"North and Fast” he inserted. " 

Sir, Gov(‘niment wants this Bill to he intrcKlnct'd througljont the Mhcrbl'* 
of Be^lcal. W(‘ want that this slionld come into operation in North and 
l^last Bengal only and not in West Bengal. We kinov that a great (hango 
IS going to hapiien in Bengal and there is ev(‘rv cliancc of Bengal bidng. 
divided into two sections ver^ soon and so we fiom tins ^ide do not ^^an^ 
my such Bill to come into operation now. Tt has biMui mentioned by the 
1 ioveriinient aud the other day by Mr. Nnr Ahmed tliai these lands were 
tfi be acijiiired for the Biliar refugees who have come to Bengal. Sir, we 
[1o not want that these refugees should live in Bengal or at Icfist in this 
pait of Bengal. We want that they should go back to their own plac^es^. 
xnd to be rehabilitated there. But if the Government of Beitgal is deter- 
uined or is very anxious to have them in Bengal, Sir, I would urge them 
o do that in East Bengal w'here there will not be any trouble to ke(‘p them. 
fBit here in West I^engal if the (Government wants to keyp them by acquiring 
auds from diiferent jiersons they will create trouble. A\'e are already in 
he mfdst of troubles and we do not want that theie should be more troubles. 
The Provisions of lliis Bill should not apjdy !(► West Bengal or Central 
deug’al. That is the main reason why T have moved this amendment. 

The other reasons are these that w^e are figditing for dividing Bengal 
nto twq parts-— TOO will he i'aki.stan and the other will be Hindustan. 
Vnd this is going to be done very soon. The new Government that is going 
0 originate would, if necessary, may pass any such Bill. 
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Sir, we do not want that this sort of Bills, which are most communal 
in effect, should have any force of law in sutdi parts of the country wheiv 
they are the least needed. The next point is this that the Govemnieut 
whether it is Hindustan or Pakistan Government, is going to acquire, they 
are sure to acquire the zemandari rights of each place and under the cir- 
cumstances, Sir, all lands will belong to the State and if the Government 
thinks, us was explained the other day by the Leader of the House, that 
they should have these lands even before the operation of the other Bill 
ac(iuiring zemimbiri rights, that in the meantime they want the operation 
of this Bill to take effect, in that case, we do not like this. Sir, if the 
Government decides that, even before acquiring the zemindaries, tliey shall 
acquire these waste lands j)ractically for nothing, without proper compen-' 
sation to the landlords or the owners or anybody interested in them, the 
Government cun, if they so please, do so in the districts and places nhere 
they think they won’t have any difficulty or opposition from the people ot 
the ])lace. I’he peo])le may even be willing parties to the action uf the 
Government. There are many landlords here from the eastern part t'f 
Bengal. They may be willing to hand over their lands to you for nothing 
as you represent them and not all but we, Sir, who belong to the western 
part and central part of Bengal would never like that our lands, the lands 
of the ])eoi)le in general, the lands of the poor especially, the lands of the 
rich people or the lands of anyone else should be acquired by the present 
Government for the puiposes they have mentioned. These are the main 
reasons for my j)utting in the aimndment that the word, “Bengal” should 
be changed into North and East Bengal and 1 hope that if the Government 
is serious, if the;^' really want that this Bill should be passed into an Act 
and should come into operation they should accept my amendment. Other- 
wise it will be imi)ossible, I would say it again most strongly it would ho 
imjtossible for them to ac(iuire even one single jiiece of land in W^estern 
Bengal. Sir, the jieojile will not take this expropriation lying down; the 
people are determined not to ac(‘e])t these laws and not to work them ; the\ 
wijl i-eftise to abide by your these bad laws, these communal laws, these 
one-sided laws which may interest your ])art\ , and in whi(di your part> 
may be inteiested — none tdse. Tin* people will refuse to allow their laud> 
to be ac(iuired as a result (d‘ which trouble will aiise and you can never 
imagine, vou can never dream of the troubles that are ahead of you, it 
ypu forcibly w'ant to do these things. T wmuld w’arn the Government thai 
they should be cai’eful enough not to invite any further trouble and wheu 

are on the verge of Freedom, when we are going to have the third 
party go out of India; we should not invite new troubles for nothing; foi 
no purjiose. If you really want to cultivate these waste lands there are 
various w’ays and means of doing it and the i)eople will be willing to give 
you the lauds but if you forcibly want to acquire them to serve your own 
])urpose ; to serve your own party and to serve certain sections of your owid 
community at the cost of the jieople, the ])eople will not take it Ijnng dowm 
They will revolt and will never give you an inch of land. These are m} 
reasons why the words “North and East” should be inserted in line 1 oi 
Bill clause 1 before the wmrd “Bengal”. 

Mf. PRlESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
tdause (7) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line 1, tht 
words “North and East” be inserted. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: I support this ‘amendment although i< 
is not to my liking. ^ly reason, for supporting this amendment is ni\ 
previous statement when the (question of recommittal of the entire Bill w as 
being considered. I then pointed out in view of our opixjsition and ii 
view of the large number of amendments given by the opposition that h 
would be discreet on theh part of the Government to have the Bill recon i- 
dered in the light of the amendments, but unfortunately, Sir, reason or no 
reason, b,>' sheer vote and bv sheer abuse of power the Government have 
defeated those amendments and got passed their own motion. Sir, that 
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a very unfortunate situutiou whicli I liave found here in iny experieuee. 
jt is only for t^at reason that I am goiiiix to support this amendment. 
AV'hile the previous amendment was beinj^- diseus>e<l I told the Ilon'hlo 
>[inister in charge of this Bill that the provisions that were going to bo 
enacted in this Bill were also incorjiorated in the State Acijuisitiou Bill 
which was being introduced in the other House, whi<h <‘ontaincd practically 
similar provisions. So I asked what was the necessiiy to hnrr\ this Bill 
through wdth almost identical provisions in tliis > 'aimer in this House, in 
the teeth of all opposition and in the teeth of tl'i> teeling of the ojiiiositiou 
it there were no ulterior motive behind it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think Mr. Sen you should (‘omc ba<‘k to tht^ 
aineudineiit itself. This is not the stage when you can sin*ak in general 
terms, on the ])rovisions of tliis Bill, but \ou must sjieak to the specific 
umeiidment. 

Mr. 8ATISH CHANDRA SEN: I bow to ycuir ilecisiou, Sir. It is only 
on that account that 1 am exjiressiiig my position as to why I am supporting 
the jiresent amendment; it is only for that reason that 1 am ex))laining the 
matter in this way: it is relevant in that way. Sir. I may say that if 
they want it, let it be jiassed as the amendment wishes to conve\ the* desiie, 
let it be passed with regard to Kast Bengal and North Bengal. It seems 
necessary that I should give my reason for that. I am still going to iilace 
before the TTon’bb* Minister and the House m> views as the lli.a'hle ^(inis- 
ter on the last occasion jiointed out that waste lands wen* not covered by 
the Stat(‘ Ac([uisition Bill. 1 am really sorr\ that that is what tin* Hon’ble 
Minister had stated that waste lands were not covered h^ that Bill (as he 
denies now’), but Sii\ that is not so, foi 1 havt* taken i»aitieular note of the 
])roceedings in this connection and let the ])rocet'dings ot that da\ be (*n- 
(juired into and it. will be found that waste lands are aetuall\ co\(*ied by 
that Bill. What is the moti\e lor ]>assing tin* present Billy 

The Hen’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I did not say any Huch 

thing: what 1 did say is this: waste lands should 1h> ampiired first, and 
at once. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: And \\h\y 'I’hat is the reason that 1 
eiKpiired. Wh\ thesi* waste lands should lu* acipined tiist y A true ])ieture 
ol the ])osition should hav(* b(*(‘n given on that oceasnm. The se(‘ond jioirit 
as it has been jiointed out by m\ iri(*nds of the nii nisteiialisl part_\ wftfl 
th.at waste lands were to be ac(iuiM*d beeaime lainliev^ peopb*, {'Ic., had to 
he su])])lied w’lih lands, and it was also stated that tin* ( ongress parl\ and 
the o])posltion weia* objecting to that coursj*. An* \ ou suna'ic'y That was 
the charge levelb*d against us. M\ submission is tin-'- are nn*mbers oi 
the ministerialist jiarty sincere i»i then slat(*nient s y So lar as 1 r(*nn‘mber, 
Sir, I have gone into tin* Slate Ac(|Uisitn>n Ifill ami, there also the sann* 
provisions are i)ut in. ddiere tin* llon’ble .Mmistei -in-idia i g(* slates that it 
Is also considered neet*ssary that all suijdus (odtnable lands h(*ld by pio- 
]»rietoi's, tenure-holders and raiyats in (*xc(*ss of e<‘rtain ju'CNCj-ibed standaid 
should be aeipiired with a vi(*w to tln'ir distribution amongst pett\ cultiva- 
tors, landless labourei-s and J)(i n/mhir^ so as to ))ro\ ide them with economic 
holdings. Bxactlv a similar moti^e is the umlerUing juinciiile ot this Jfill. 

Kxactlx the same niotive whi<di has been said to* be the underlmng 
principle of this Act. Jf that be tin* position why are \ou jiost jioning the 
State Acquisition Jfill ; wdieu you are in(‘orj)orating that Jfill wh\ are you 
rushing through this Billy So/ we sus|)ect there has been some ulterior 
motive. As I have said I do not agr(‘e with the wording ot tin* amendment, 
^till as it seems there is a motive behind this Jfill other than wdiat lias 
vaguely been stated in the Statement fd Objects and K(*asons, foi that 
reason I supjiort the amendment and although I do noi like the amendment 
I support it for the reason stated. 
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^ Mr. BAN KIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, the reasons for which I am 
BU[)portiiijs^ this aiiiendment are these ; In the first place it would be burdeii- 
inj 4 ‘ the Statue with, if I may say so, a black Act — black, because 
supports cominunalism. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, kindly come back to the specifit 
amendment. You are talking on the general i)rinciple. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Yes, Sir, I am coming back to it 
If they aie really in a hurry to act uiion the Bill the safer course for them 
is to accejd this* amendment, namely the words “North and East” inserted 
before the word “Bengal”. Then they will have no trouble, and we will 
also be saved from the trouble, and they can have it as best as you like. It 
they do not accept it they are courting trouble, as my friends have already 
stated, and they shoukrnot at this particular moment ])recipitate it by 
bringing in this sort of legislation. The events that are haiipening are 
so irresistible that it would not be wise to shut their eyes to these realities. 
Things have come to such a pass that it would be im])ossible to resist a 
partition of this province. I can tell Oovernment frankly that if anyone 
is res])onsible for this move of partition it is their Bills and Acts and their 
acts outside this House and they are primarily res])onHible for this partition 
I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister to accept this amendment 
and carry on merrily with his accjuisition so far as northern and eastcni 
parts of Bengal are concerned. Sir, if the idea is as is stated in the 
Statement of Objects and Treasons, it is incorporated in the provisions oi 
the previous Bill. You have, so far as the zemindars are concerned, been 
able to successfiiyy tackle that question. 

Now, you are on the middle class. Very well, if you want to drive youi 
wedg(‘ against the middle class, by all means do it, concentrate your atten- 
tion to that ])art of Bengal where you (‘an drive it easily and l>erha])^ 
])ea('efully . 

With 1h esc words, Sir, I sup])ort the amendment. 

The Hen’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, T am sorr\ to say that 
th(‘ ()p])ositiou and also my friend Mr. Sen who (‘laims that he does not 
belong t(» the Congr(‘ss are deliberately s])eaking things which they them- 
ijelves know to be untrue. (Mr. JiVmr (hiXNOim Das; Question.) T havt- 
ex]dained already in reply to Mr. Jialit Chandra Das’s question that the 
question <d settlement of land with Beharis does not arise at present. The 
Bihar refugees are here. We have accommodated them. If their own 
Government (Jo not create a condition whereby the refugees may ieel :i 
sense of st'cuiity and if the Government do not win them over and take them 
back, then only this ([uestion of settling lands with them will arise. H 

they hai)j)en at any point of time to form a part of the population of Bengal 

then in that ease I will not make any discrimination between the Bihar 
refugees aTid the ])opulation of Bengal, because they by that time will form 
a j)art of the ])opulation of Bengal. 

Now, witJi regard to the settlement of land, it may be said also that 
we are acquiring these lands for various other reasons. I have told the 
House why we were ac(iuiring these lands. Now, the I^ongress with so 
much fuss and solicitude is putting a different' inter])retation. Without 

doing that, if they ‘would have frankly opposed the Bill, we would have 

understood them. But they are determined to ])ut a meaning which senes 
their own purjmse. 1 cannot ac(‘ept the position of Mr. Nahar when he 
savs that Bengal is going to be divided and there should be no such legis- 
lation now. Though I have already said previously that I have brought 
this Bill on the basis that Bengal is one. Therefore if Bengal is divided, 
•which I do not think it will ever be, that will Ive an altogether different 
matter. This is a controvers\\ which you are bringing here only as a 
delaying tactics. (Mr. Bvxkim Ciivxi)R\ Dutta: Question.) 
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As to Mr. Sen, he does not find any urgren(‘y in this Bill. He says that 
the provisions of this Bill inifylit have been incorporated in the State Acquf- 
sition Bill and as we have not done that, we must have something* behind 
our mind. I am sorry to say that a man of his experience after having 
read the Statement of Objects and Heavsons should not have said that there 
is no urgency about the matter. Have I not told that lands in Bankura and 
Birbhum are being turned into deserts by the er<»sious, and so it is neces- 
sary to acquire them for afforestation scheni' Did I not say that these 
vast tracts of lands — waste lands — are requin'd to be acipiired for the aft’ore- 
station purpose, it not for any other ])ur]>ose. Tiiey say there is no urgency 
but do they not feel the urgency of the irrigation scliemes that are to be 
introduced in the West llengaly Did T not mention that these waste lands 
are required to be actpiired for these irrigation schemes:^ 

I brought in a Bill se]>arately from the Bengal State Acquisition and 
Tenancy Bill so that I might accpiire waste lands as ajiart from the acqui- 
sition of the zamindary estates to which the waste lands belong. That is 
the reason why 1 have brought this separate Bill and the reasim is that 
even after the State Acquisition Bill comes into e.xistence, /.c.. even wdien 
it is ])laced on the Statute Book it will require considerable length of 
time after that to ac([uire all the states of Bengal. That is the reason why 
it is difficult to acciuire waste lands immediately under that Act. Now 
here the waste lands will be a(‘(|uired only for those develo|)ment projects 
which will be ushered in by the (irovernment immediatel\ and for that 
])urpose this Bill is urgently nec^essary and the Dj)j>osit ion , if th(‘y want to 
o])])ose the Bill, let them do so frankly and not Iin distorting the jiosition 
of the Government or distorting the statements made by me. 1 o]>pose the 
amendment. * * 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The (pie stion before the llousi' is that in sub-clause 
(-7) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Btuigal” in line I, the wairds 
‘’N^orth and East” be inserted. 

The (piestion was ])ut and a division taken with the f(dlow'iiig result: — 

AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Moazzem Hossein Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodui Haque 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossein 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 


Ayes being 10 and Noes 21 the motion was lost. 

Mr, Biswanath Roy: I beg to move that in siO)-('lause (/) of clause 1 
of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line I, the word “East” be inserted. 

Sir, I have not included the word “North” as it was previously mov^ 
by others and I have done so because the entire North Bengal is not includ- 
ed in the proposed partition scheme of Bengal. Uertain districts of North 
Bengal are contemplated to be included in the new* ])rovince of Western 
Bengal. I also agree with the arguments put forward by my friends here 
in connection with the division of Bengal and I feel that when the new 
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province is going to be formed in Western Bengal it should be allowed to 
decide its own destiny and it would not be proper for the outgoing Ministry 
to leave a legacy for the Ministry of the new province. They should come 
forward to decide as to how to effect an all-round improvement of the new 
province. I therefore feel that my friends opposite should allow us to have 
a partition and allow us to formulate our own schemes for the development 
of our own new province. We feel that the problems of the Western 
Bengal to make improvements about agricultural products and other things 
should be left to the representatives of the new province because their policy 
may not be on the same lines as the present Bill contemplate^. I feel my 
friends opposite will accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 
1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” Bie word “East” be inserted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, vSir, I want to have a 
luJing from you whether I will be ]>ermitted to move amendments lJ-10 
after the fate of the amendment No. 4 of Mr. Biswa Nath Boy is decided. 
My amendment says that in sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the 
following be added at the end, namely: — 

“and except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and the 
Bajshahi Division”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do that because in the East and West 
Bengal besides these divisions there are some excluded areas and partially 
excluded areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you. Tin'll, Sir, I rise to 
support the amendmeut of Mr. Biswa Nath Koy. If this Is accepted then 
it will mean acceptance of the whole of Eastern Bengal ^ which does 
not, of course, include hresidencx Division. One thing the lioirhle ^linister 
must ex])lain. Why Ihis Bill should he rushed through in this indecent 
haste? AVhen replying 1o the amendment of my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh 
Nahar the Hon’hle Minisler dilated upon the urgency of this Bill and 
as illustration he cited tin* ease of Birldium and Baukura districts and said 
that as these districts arc being washed away afforestation is necessary 
there. 

Now, Sir, if that is so, he has not been able to explain Avhy all these' 
waste lands of the wlioh* of Bengal should he a(‘(;[uired. It would have 
been just and fair and jiropor for the (h)' eruuieut to huxa* ])l:n‘(*d before 
us certain seliemes vliieh would have enabled tin* un*ml)ers to ascertain that 
Govornmeiit xvas really in urgent need to acijuire all the w'aste lauds ()f 
Bengal. The llon’hle' Minister said in re])ly that besides stoi)])iug erosion 
there were also othe?’ sehemos and plans drawn up by Government and to 
put into execution those .seln'iues these waste lands should he aetiuired. 
Now, th(* wlioh' point hinges round tin* cx|daii.itioii ot the lion hh* Ministi*!’ as 
to what is the (luantity of land they wuint to aeijuire to put into execution 
the dihereiit plans of Government, for Ihe ])urpose of irrigation and 

drainagi* and also for flic purpose of afforestation. He has not put 

any scheme heroic the House in d(*tail. if he did so tlien ^ye 
would haY(* het'ii ahh* to know wliat is the- (piaiitity of land they are in 
need of. But, Sir, that is really not the intention of Government. If it 
was the real intention to aeouire lands for the pur]>ose (Kf helping irrigation 
or for eaiTviiig out particular ])lans of Government they would not have 
come round for acquisition of all the waste lauds of liengal. The Govern- 
nlent pro])oses to ae(|uire over 80 lakhs acres of land and in Burdwan district 
and Baukura district only there are over 4 lakhs acres of lands lying waste. 
It is no nationalisation of the lands but it is communalisation of the lands, 
for, afteF all, it is a commnnal Government. Had it been otherwise we 
could sny here it wans a national Government and they w’ere asking these 

lands for the good of the whole nation. But it is not a case like that. 
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So, my friend, and the mover of the amendment, wants to confine the 
j)owers of the Government to the acquisition of the lands in East Benp:al 
Then there would be some reason behind this measure of Government. 
We ask why instead of wasting their efiorts — the efforts of the present 
Muslim League Government — in vain channels and disturbing the neigh- 
bouring Government of Assam by asking the Bengali Immigrants to stay 
in the waste lands of Assam, why do they rut settle them in East 
Bengal. They should withdraw those iiumig> ♦nts and settle them in East 
Bengal. They should state what quantities at lands they would require for 
this purpose. , Instead of doing this the Government of Bengal are putting 
in all sorts of wrong arguments, in order to boLter up their own Bakisthan 
idea. It would be just and fair and proper for the (ToveninuMit to do this, 
namely, withdraw the Bengal immigrants from Assam. If they really 
mean business they should state the qiiantities of lands they would require 
in settling these immigrants. Here is the urgency, if there' is any urgency 
at all. Let them acquire all the waste lands in East Bengal nd not acquire 
lands in West Bengal. 

As for erosion in Western Bengal districts which he has assigned as 
a reason, 1 say this that the erosion has not been sudden; this erosion 
has been going on continuously for year^ past and it caniif^t be said that 
the Hon’ble Minister can stop it at once and bring a se(‘oml lieaven on this 
side of the earth, if this Bill is i)assed. in the course of a month. Will 
you be able to stop the erosion even in another six months?' Theri‘ is the 
erosion upon your Government and that eroGon will l)e setth'd b\ events 
in the near future, I mean the event of the ])artitioning of Bengal. That 
is the greatest eiosion you must ])rotect yourself agains4. Instead of doing 
that you are jjutting in measures which, are not at all urgent and necessary 
with a view to taking up otlnu* lands ov(*r which Aciy likely tln^ Goveinimuit 
Avill have no jurisdiction whatsoever wdth the ])artitioning ot Bengal shortly. 
Another lo days and it Avill be seen where this ])reNt*nt G(tvernment stands 
with res])ect to W('stern Bengal. I su]qtort the nuqion of m\ trnmd Mr. 
Bisvvanath Boy. 

Mr, GHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 ri>t‘ t<v sui>))ort tlj(‘ amendment 
tabled by Mr. Biswanath Boy. Tht' inclusion ot tlu* word “East” before 
Bengal has its significance at tht‘ j)i-es(‘nt monn'nt because it is almost, 
definite that Bengal is going t(» 1m* paitit loned. (Mr. A mt i.\ vnnoNK Boy. 
How do you pi'o])hesy it!’") That will lx* known within a ivw days. Ko tar 
as our o])iiiion go(‘s it is almost definite that ]h*ngal is going (f) he ])aiti- 
tioiied. ( 1 ntei JUi)t ion tioni Mr. A mul\ .idlnnie Ho\ i I'least* ke(‘]) qniet. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will xou (‘ontinm* \our speech?^ 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: As then was sm h ijohnal and 
interruption to my ohseivatioiis 1 jireterrc'd to keep (|Uief tor a s(‘con<l to 
make otheis ([uii't. On ai-eouiit of the above icason the ac<juisit loir, of 
w'aste lands or anything that is done under this Bill should he done only 
in East fh*ngal at this moment. J1 perchance Bengal is not partitioned 
then the atmosjjhme would be different and the* Bill ma\ then he anu*nded 
or a new flill might he brought in to i*xtend tliese o])e] at iTins. 'bheie are 
about 40 lakhs acres ot cultivable Avaste lands in Bengal and as tai as f 
understood from the reply of the Hon'’l)le I'azluT' Baliman gi\en on the 
2lst of A])ril, in Burdwan district tlici'c are onb\ 2, lakhs and in Dinajpur 
only d lakhs. Still do lakhs of Avaste lands are in sur])lns in oth(*i- districts 
and I think enough “])ublic ]uirpos(‘s” as defined in this Bill could b^ 
undertaken AAitli the do lakhs of acres of lands lying in places other than 
in BunKvan and I)inaj])nr distrirds. ] think 2 or lakhs of a(*res of land 
would he quite enough for at least 10 yeais* work for the ])urposes” 

aimed in this Bill and wdiy there is so miich eagerness to get the lands of 
AVest Bengal at present. I suspect that it is a l)usiness ]ji opusition of the 
Government. They want to have these lands acijuired now lor nothing 
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but if the Damodar and the More projects that are in sig-ht actually mate- 
rialise the price of the lands will ffu up and the Bengal Government vrill 
make a profit out of it. Should I mean this? And I think our Minister- 
in-charge will kindly enlighten us on this point whether they are acquiring 
the land for afforestation purposes or to make any profitable transaction 
out of it? The land that can be had for nothing at present will have 
its value much increased when tbe Damodar and More projects are given 
effect fo and T suspect that such a sort of move is behind the back of the 
Government in this Bill. 

I fiupjmrt that the Bill must be confined with regard to the waste lands 
•of East Bengal and not of any other portion of Bengal. As regards the 
acquisition of waste lands in eastern Bengal there will not be any trouble 
In East Bengal and in other ])arts of Bengal there are plots of waste land 
which are iincultivable, and there are plots whi(*h are cultivable. Does the 
Hon’ble Minister mean to acquire the cultivable lands only or the uncultiv- 
able land also? In this respect he has not been definite and we have the 
right to know from the Hon’ble Minister (who is now talking with one of 
his {colleagues) whether he intends to take u]) the cultivable wastes or will 
take up Iincultivable wastes as well? This lie has not made deal-. Mr. 
President, Sir, when members are speaking and the Minister-in-charge is 
talking with other persons, how can he presumably rejily to the questions 
in this House, and I ho])e he will kindly listen to wliat members say so 
that be may be in a jiosition to give an effe(*tive, a crushingt ?) reply when 
necessary. 

With tlu'se words T siijiport the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Biswa- 
nath Boy. « 

The Hen’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the arguments ]mt for- 
ward by the opjiosition in connection with this amendment are in my 
opinion not reb'vant to th(‘ amendment and as siu-h they do not lequire any 
answer from me, and with legard to one oi' two other aiguments, they 
have been answered in connection uith my speeidi in re])ly to ])revious 
amendments. 1 oppose tiie amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The ((uestion that in sub-clause (J) of clause 1 
•of the Bill, befoj’e tlie word “Bengal ' in line I, the word “Fiast” be inserted. 


The i]Uestion was ]mt and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 10. 


fir. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abduila-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Reazuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbh Chowdhury 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes ‘Jl 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Mr. Md. Taufiq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 

the motion was lost. 


Mr. BISWANATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (J) 
of clause 1 of tbe Bill, for the w*ord “Waste” in line 2, the word “Fallow’* 
fee inserted. 
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Sir, the definition of “waste” and “fallow” has to he properly consi- 
dered. There are lots of coufiisioii as to what ])arlicular type of land the 
Bill proposes to a<‘(piire. According to the Statement of Ohjetds ami 
Beasons the word sliould he “tallow” and not “waste”. Because the lands 
which are cultivahle and are not heing utilised now are going to he aecjuired. 
If there are some lands adjoining some dwelhag house> of some jieople 
certainly they are not going to he ac(|uired. Or, there may he some lands 
left for cattle grazing and other similar ]»M',>oses. So, in order to obviate 
these difficulties it would he wise on the part oi (Tovernment to definitely 
make it clear that they do not want these lands. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-clause {1) of clause 
1 of the Bill, tor the word “A\ aste” in line ‘.vh the word “h'allow” he inserted. 

Mr, SATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I rise to su|)port this ami'iidinent. 
f^ir, the mover of the amendment has rightly pointed out why this Bill 
should not he hurried through. Manx loopholes will come out it the (loverii- 
ment wants to liurry this Bill through and in future then* will he more 
troubles. Sir, the “waste land” has l)een defined to mean any land which 
has been lying uncultivated since before the dlst day of January, 1947. 
The Hon’hle ^liiiister has also said that for tin* j)ur|io.se (d alVon'station 
this Bill was going to he introduced. This is a \eiy laudahle object no 
doubt. Now, Sir, if there are some foiest lands ht'longiiig to some ])ersons 
wdll those lands he acquiied. 'fihose lands may he coiisidenMl to he fallow 
and therefore the (jovernineiit might ask those lands. So, tin* (lovernment 
must let us know what is at the hack of their mind. Bower will he given 
to any body — to an officer or to a eolh'etor — who will ht* in a ]>ositiou to 
say that this land or that land is fallow and his woitrwill he final and there 
will he no remt*dy against that order. A man may he giowing xegelahles 
in his lands. There are a numhei- of ])lantations in almost all pails <»| Bengal. 
Theie aT‘(‘ lands on which hamhoo trecN are grown. To a eerlain exti'ut tlu'St* 
are fallow lands ami they may he int(‘rj)rel(‘d as waste lamls hi'caust* nothing 
of food-crops is giowui thereon. In that view' of the niatt(*r dt may he con- 
sidered as waste land hut it is certainly not fallow h(*cause there arc* ei'itain 
things which are grown th(‘re for which ])]-olits are taki'ii hy flu* owm*!* and 
it cannot he etjually considered as waste. So, Sii, 1 think that il tin* 
word “fallow'” is introduced in jilace of the word “Waste” it will clarify 
the purpose to a ceitain extent and so I su|)j)ort this aniendnn'nt. 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: 1 rise to suppoit the aim'mlnu'nt . It 
has been rightly ])ointed out that the word “Waste” slnmd he suhst ituteil 
by the word “f allow”. If xou go into the definition of waste land, as has 
been gixen in the Bill \ou will find that the word “fallow” is th(‘ light 
w 01(1 and it should la* there in place of “waste lands” Set* flic definition 
of “Waste land”. “Waste land” means any land which has l)(*en lying 
uncultivated since before tin* dlst day of January, 1947, and includes hene- 
fits to arise <'ut of such land and things attached to tin* earth, hut does 
not include lands satisfying anyone of the five (*xe(*p1 ioii'^ given uinhu* the 
definition of “waste land”, r./;., lands kejit for industrial or huilding pur- 
jioses, lands eonnei'ted witli the cultivation or maiiufaetuie of t(*a, etc., (tc,, 
although they may not be actually kept for siieli ]mrpose*s, and lands oth(‘r 
than those exem])ted under the five eategojies w'ill he aeipiired, whether 
tliev are waste or fallow' or wliereon are grown tre(*s, etc. (lovernment 
means to imjirov^ the condition of land hy cultivation for the ])ur})03e of 
grow more food, etc., etc., and want to accpiire certain lands, as has been . 
pointed nut. T ask whv lands on which are grown some plantation or olher 
produce is grown shonhl come under the definition of waste lands ann be 
acquired by Clovernnient ? Tlie.se are not really waste lands because there 
are forests on some lands, bamboo trees on others — may not he exact l\ focal- 
cro])s — fruits on some oth«*r>>. From the definitions in tin* Bill if the Collec- 
tor intends or if a jiarty in whom the ('oUector may he interested wishes 
a useful land may he branded as a waste land though in reality they may 
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not be waste lands. If you pally meant it you would bave included lands 
which yield certain other things which are grown on them, bamboos, 

fruits, forests, etc., under the exemptions provided but we do not find away 
such thing in the Bill. Therefore the word “Waste’’ should be changed 
into “hallow^”. There is another probability and it is a fact. A land has 
been kept for ijurposes of cultivation but for some reason, say for the reason 
that the brothers are fighting with one another and are not united in the 
matter of putting it under cultivation till a settlement is arrived at ainonos^ 
themselves regarding certain issues and this uncultivated period is the 
])erio(1 fixed in the Bill or more than that will that land be copsidered as 
w'aste land and ac(iuired, althougli as a matter of fact they are not waste 
lands. They are fallow lands, cultivable lands and the Government if it 
thinks that it suits their ])urposes they can acquire these lands and can 
bring them under the definition of “Waste land”. Keally they may not 
be waste lands in tlie j)ro])er sense of the term. 

With these words 1 siip])ort the amendment that has been mo\ed by 
my friend Biswaiiath Hoy. 

Mr. BAKKIM CHANDRA DUTTA; Sir, I support the amendment 
moved by my friend Mr. Bisw’anath- Hoy. Sir, the definition of w’aste land 
is “any land lying uncultivated since before the dlst day of January is a 
mischievous one as theh land remaining uncultivated may be so, for want of 
means, and not l>ee‘ause the land is uncultivable, wJiat Government should 
do is not to ac(piire lands wJiicli are lying uncultivated but should acquire 
lands which cannot be cultivated or are beyojul cultivation. That should 
be a proper matter for legislation. Instead of that, we should have to find 
out what is the meaning of the wor<l “waste" and ha\'e got to go and seek 
the o]union of the (’ol lector or ixny ofhccw who 1ms been s])eeially authorised 
by the Provincial Government, or the person acting as the Collector; and w’e 
air know, Sir, wlmt t\pe of men they will be to whom we shall have to 
go ill order to learn the meaning of the w'ord “waste". Probably it would 
depend u])on the whim of a parti(*ular officer to call a land waste land or 
not as he chooses. Instead of that in every legislation Government should 
see that theie is no room loi- disj)nte about the meaning ot a [)articular 
word. No T'oom should be left for doubt about an} matter and 1 would 
sugg(‘st that in ])lace of the woid “waste" a bett(‘r word would he substituted. 
I think th(' Ilon'bb' ^finisttM- certainly meant to ac(|uii(* those lands onl.v 
which the owners ol tlie lands could not pr(t|i(*rl\ bring umbo cultiA'atnm. 
On the other hand, I think it is u]) to this Govei'nimnit , as (to\ einimmts are 
doing in othei- provinct‘s, to Indp owneis of lands to bring into cultivation 
lands w hi(di could not lie cultixated by tlnun ; wa* know’ that the other day 
one Provincial (foveuinnent , I may name it, namely, the United Provinces 
Government, ha\e succeeded in hringing into cultivation 14,0(K) acres of 
(Uiltivable laud not by ac(|iiisition , but b} heljiing tin* owners of the lands 
botli ^\ilh men and uiat<*njal. That is what every ( iovernnicnt should do. 
instead of doing that. the\ ar(‘ (aiming forward to ]iass legislation which 
suiads is cajiablc of licing constiiUMl in a wav that it is only to hel]) a 
particulai' (annmunit} that the\ ar(‘ doing it, and not for the real purpose 
of helping tin' gatmual jmblic of Bcmgal. 1 would therefore recjuest the 
Ilon’ble Minister to acce^it tliis amendment because otherwist* it would lead 
to a numbi'r ()f conflicting inteiqiretations and e\(Mi it the Bill pur])orts to be 
of an\ btuiefit to any ])t*o])le it would in effect take away all, the benefits from 
the hands of the p(‘o])l(‘ ctf the country. 

AVith these words I support the amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I add a few words in support 
of this amendment. Certainly it is not the intention of Government to 
acquire cultivable land but lying uncultivated. But the word “waste” 
implies that Government may acquire even stony land — land^hich cannot 
be cultivated or cannot have any crop whatever. Is it the intention of 
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Government that they want to acquire land lyinjr waste however uncultiv- 
able it may be^ I do not think that is the intention of Government. If 
it is so, the word "waste” is not the appropriate word, and the word "fallow” 
is to be adoi)ted as suggested by my friend Mr. Biswa Nath Koy in his 
amendment. For this reason I support it. 

Th0 Hon’ble Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. the words "waste land” 
have been defined in the Aci and it is very « oniprelieiisi ve and it bars out all 
the objections tliat have been raised b_\ the 4 li>])o>ition. 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T) »e (piestion befoie the House iN that in s\ib-clause 
( 1 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, tor the word "AVaste” in line 2, tlie word "Fallow” 
be substituted. 


The motion was put and a Division taken with the f«llowiug result: — 

AYES— 9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 


NOES 

Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. D. «l. Cohen 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! 

- 21 . 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 
Mr. G. J. K..Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 
Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 


Mr. BISWANATH ROY: I move that in sub-clause ( 2 / of clause 1 of 
the Bill, for the words "the whole of Bengal” in line 1, the w'ords "all the 
districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and to the district of Eajshahi, 
Pabna, Bogra and Bangpur” be substituted and all the w’ords from 
"Calcutta” in line 1 to "and” in line d be deleted. 

Sir, I again insist that this amendment at least be accepted and T really 
feel that the Ministry should not by their brute majority insist that all the 
clauses should be taken up and acceided as they are. setting a^ide our very 
reasonable amendments. In all fairness they ought to give us a chance, at 
least to this side of the province to have our own areas to be developed in 
our own way. We do not like, Sir, that Western Bengal should be inter- 
fered with by the Ministry in this way. This sort of land acquisition is 
certainly not accepted by the majority of the ])eoj)le living in MVsteru 
Bengal because we feel, Sir, that they are not justified in redistributing 
the lands by robbing Peter and giving them to Paul. In any case I feel. 
Sir, that this amendment should be accepted and the people of this side of 
the province should not forcibly be dis])ossessed of their lands, especially 
when a new province is going to be constituted ‘and the new' Government 
will have their own schemes taken up. I therefore move that this br 
accepted. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause { 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words "the whole ot Bengal” in 
line I, the words "all the districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and 
to the districte of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur” be substituted 
and all the wo^s from “Calcutla” in line 1 to "and" in line d be deleted. 



730 


WASTE LAND ACQUISITION BILL. 


[^*H May, 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to suijport the ameudment 
of my friend, Mr, Biswanath Royl Sir, if this amendment he accepted, 
then, Sir, snh-clause (2y^ol clause I will read as follows: “It extends to all 
the districts of Chittagong* and Dacca Divisions and to the districts of 
Kajshahi, Uahiia, Bogra and Kangpur except any area constituted a muni- 
cipality under the ])rovisions of the Bengal Municipal Act, 193:2.” It is 
the attitude of the ()i)position and it is the intention of the mover of this 
amendment to make the Government confine its power to acquire waste 
lauds within certain Divisions and within certain districts. I believe that 
this may ])e acceptable to the Government in view of the fact that Govern- 
ment will not ret[uire all the lands at the same time. If they can i)rove 
themselves successful by doing good work on the lands acquired from those 
aieas only mentioned in their amendment it may very well be that they Mill 
not find themselves in any difficulty in extending the provisions of this 
Bill to other jiarts of Bengal at a future date provided at least they uill 
continue to have jurisdiction over other parts at that future date which is. 
doubtful at the moment as Bengal will be divided into two provinces. 
Knowing the facts as they are, w’hen something is in the offing and when 
great clianges are ahead there is absolutely no reason why Government 
should ])rove obdurate or should prove so unreasonable as to persist in 
their attitude to aciiuire all the waste lands of Bengal. The month of May 
is a very impoidant month and! startling events may in all probability 
liap])en and 1 think in the course of a fortnight the Minister will know 
where they stand and where we stand and it may very mcII be anticipated 
that the llon’ble Minister will find all his love’s labour lost. So it wmuld 
be rath(‘r advisable oij the part of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the 
Bill to accejjt this amendment. With these words I support the amend- 
ment moved by my friend Mr. Bisuanath Boy. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to suiq)ort the amendment 
moved by ^fr. Bis-wanath Boy. This amendment wants to change the 
M’ords “the whole of Bengal” into “all the districts of (’hittagong and 
Dacca Divisions and to the districts of Kajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and Bang- 
pur”, etc. Sir, the Don'ble Minister-in-charge in a j>T(‘vious speech told 
us that he uanted to acquire land for certain pur])ose only as has been 
mentioned by him but he has not exi)lained all the pinpose^ that have been 
included in tin* definition of “public pur])ose”. Br(d')ably he felt shy to 
give them utterance although he has j)ut them in writing. But lu* kjiows 
in his heart of hearts that he cannot face the argument in su])j)ort of the 
line put forw'ard in the definition and hence T would like to tell him if 
he wants that atfoiestation of lands should begin, to begin with the di.stricts 
and the places, he has ilefinitely mentioned, namely, Bankiira and Burdwan 
districts in Western Bengal only, as it seems that he is absolutely blind 
do the I'onditions in Eastern Bengal. He does not know what the (xovern- 
nient should do or should not do in tht>se parts of Bengal. He is jealous 
only of one part of Bengal that he has mentioned and he wants to guard 
jealously the rights and privileges of the ])ersons of those ])laces where he 
wants to put this peculiar liivj into operation. If Government want that 
the o])t'vation of ,this (da\Jse should begin at once, let him try and begin 
these things in these districts as in his opinion they have got a large number 
of waste or fallow land and other ])roblems and begin to improve those 
places and hel]» and be blessed by the people who ^vould require all these 
nenefits, though I am (fiiite sure that the Minister or' the Governmetit, 
neither bf them is willing to bring the Bill into operation in those places 
bebuuse they know in their heart of hearts that the people of those places 
are opi>osed 1o their Bill, this unwelcome Bill. It Government really want 
to improve agricultural (‘ondition or other conditions if they want that, 
it could have easily started various things t<» help the owners of the lands 
to cultivate their lands, by propaganda for afforestation of lands which is 
always a paying business to any landlord in any place. Afforestation is 
more paying than rent-paying places. The owners of lai^i^4»^d be very 
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much pleased if the Goveruineut came forward to jirovide them with means 
aud scope for att’orestation of their land, but I know, the House knoN\s 
aud the people know, that Government never meailif^ any business. They 
won’t start anything* except to provide a few peoj)le. their own favourites, 
and 80 on. They will have a big department, incur big expenditure but 
the work would be jjractically nil. They will shon in the budgtd, amounts 
.showing heavy expenditure for these purpose‘ • but any one who has seen, 
ns I have seen, the activities ot this Communal Miuistr\ for the last ten 
\ear8, they know that it has not been aide to im])rove anything in this 
province ot ours. Government have got no (*lear-cut poli(‘y; they simi>ly 
want to go in here and there and till uj) the gap.s here and then'. 1lut they 
have not come forward with any definite proimsal as vet tor real iini)rove- 
nient of the province. They have brought thi.^ Wa.ste Land Bill and at the 
same time they have introduced another Bill — the State Acquisition Bill, 
that is, zemindari a(‘ctuisition, and they have provide«l aI1 the provisions 
of this Bill there. So this sort of dui)licati(»n of work is going on. They 
do not know* their own mind. They cannot decide which Bill tht‘\ are to ])as8 
first in the Legislature. They thems(dves do md know what to do and 
they are only gambling with the rights and j)ri\ileges of tin* ])eople and 
bringing in these Bills in su(*h a haphazai'd way that it is impossible for \i» 
to suj)])ort them. So we urge upon tin* (lovernnient that they should accept 
the amendment of my friend Mr. Biswa Nath Boy and df they want really 
land let them acquire the land in certain jdaces where* the\ would find no 
opposition. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Naluu*, it is a \er.\ old argunu'iil. You ad- 
vanced those arguments in connection with other aiflt'udments. 

Mr« BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: No, Sir. 1 said Goveinuieiit should 
accept the amendment and acquue laud in places where there would be 
no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But they are all old arguments. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: No, Sir, 1 am placing new arguments^ 
before the House. You know, Sir, that juopangamla i< a big thing and if 
w’e do not do a hit ot projiaganda in ]nes.s and on the [datlorm the euir* 
and e\ es of the Ministers and the Goveinmenl will not he o[)(‘ned. So 
sometimes we have to refieat arguments jii«>t to (onxinei* all that it is not 
an easy nut to eraek. As has been mentioned in this amendnient, certain 
distric*ts may la* taken for the piir|)ose of opeialion. W'e know tliat Chitta- 
gong and Dacca Divisions have enough uueul livable land or tallow lambs 
as the dt*finition suits the Minister. The\ can take* uj) tlie woik in those 
places and if they like they can begin tlieir hii.^iues>, — 1 do not knov\ how” 
they will hegin their hnsiness, whelhei hy coiruiition or johla'iy — hut let 
them take uj) theii’ w’ork there in any way lhe\ like. With these wuids 
I suppbrt the amendment. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: ^ Bengal Acqui- 
sition of Waste Land Bill ^ waste land acipiire 5:?:, diS. 

amendment siRT amendment 1 

waste land C?t landii CTR ^ 

["4^ 4<ll ^ 1 land c<*^ w^a.ste land ^ITT c*lcb ’TTl? 1 ^ 

^ land'i] ^ TO iSR'C?! waste lai^ 

\ al: waste land IR, 

’rf*ysr 

^ ^ C^R ^ 1 ifl?" f TOIT*I? C^FTR 

^ ^ ^n^FR ^ IR 1 CH C^Ua[ 
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^ 5!;;fwr?[ <y<^{ ^ to ^ wtrw, 

®^Tfs[ ?(TOr, ni ^ bi^i<RH< ®r:ott to wx C5(«t^to wtW <a«R 
waste land ®rr«fTT ?TO fePR^T^TT TO, OT’C5[ chU55. 

3TO: to =^"1 ^ TO amendments W TO^ — “ all the districts of Chittagong 

and Dacca Divisions and to the districts of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and 
Rangpur ” — ^ OTH ^ ®ni5, il«TO CTOra 5FT^ STO 

«nwi iSuTO KK *t c< g ^ fTOr*t? CTO ^*cr ^ TO® ^ fro biro 

is(t?n'9[y Q croc ®nw^ bR ^ isttot ch'»i^r«T. 

^ W CTO ’TOl *dTO TOT ^nfTOH iSRT, i!TO?C TOTTOR $RT, 

TO ^ TO? ?TO Sif? ?tTO ^STOl SitTO ntTO ^TT^fTT ?r 

Tto, c? ?to ?to’ ®nn, afli? tor ©r ircs? ?y?^ to: !tor, c^’TO^q ?t? c^k 
^ttro ©if? TO^, TOC? r?^: ©ifn^f? ®ntc?? toc?: « si?:? to ctoi ?f? ct to 

?? TOC^ ?^?t?C*6? ?C^ *3^ H^b'l?; TOf TO TO TO TOT? TO ?? I fTO 

C? “whole of Bengal” <?( TORR C? f?C? ®rr?r? ?R^« ?r? ?5I*I? C? 

amendment SCTO? C?5 t SI?? <?<(' CTO” S?\ ®rrf? sl: amendment ???^ ^?fsil 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’bte Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose. 

(Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta rose to .speak) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have already called the Hon’hle' Minister to 
reply, 

. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: But, Sir, I succeeded in catching 
your eye. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I opi)ose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Hill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in line 1, 
the words “all the districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and to the 
districts of Rajshahi, Rabiia, Bogra and Rangpur” l>e substituted and all 
the words from “(^alciitta” in line I to “and” ixi line d be deleted. 


The motion was put and a Divisio 

AYES 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Hai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

Mr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 


taken willi the following result: — 

■ 12 . 

Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 


Mr. Abdulla-al’MVihmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. Suitanuddin Ahmed 
Mr. Syed Babrudduja 
Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Ltl Barua 
Mr. Moszzem Hossain Choudhury 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
^han Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Choivdhury 
Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 
Mr. D. «l. Cohen 
Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Salyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain 
Mr. Latafat Hussain 
Khan Sahib Mobdrak All Khan 
Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 
The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 
Mr. Abdur Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Khan Sajiib Mauivi Wahlduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


Ayes being 12 and the Noes 24 the motion was lost. 
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Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: I to move that in sub-clause (2) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, alter the word “except” iu line I, the following 
be inserted, namely: — 

“Burdwan and Presideue\ Divisions and” 

In that east' it will read: ll extt'uds to tlu' whole of Bengal except 
Burdwan and Presidency Divisions and Pnt- ulta as defined in clause (11) 
of section of the Calcutta Muni(‘i])al Act, etc. Sir, 1 have put 

this amendment to exclude tlie Burdwan and President* v Divisitm from the 

operation of the Bill, because in Burdwan autl Pit'sitlency Divisions the 
census figures of the diheient etunnuinitit*s, Muslims. luin-Miislims, show 
that in these twti divisitins tlien* art* a large pt'icenlagt* of utui-Muslims and 
non-Muslims art* moit* than the numbei- of Muslim.s. At the prt'sent moment 
the non-]\f uslims oi thest* two tli\isn)n.s do not desire tliat any such law 
should be thrust uixm tht‘m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may again repeat that ytm are using the same 
old arguments. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Ma\ ht*, Sir, hut I am alst) using new 
and t)ther arguments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T am only ii'minding \ou to be oi. \our guard. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: All right. Sir, thank you. I am using 

some tild arguments as well as nt‘w arguments as amendments tlilfer. 

The people of those divisions, of whi(‘h non-^Iusliibs are in a majority, 
have opened their minds anti what wt* find from tliffert'nt jirt'SH re])or'ts and 
meetings of ditferent associations, and oi Bar bibiaries, is that they do not 
want a communal govt*rnmt*nt in this country, for thi*y know* that it w'ill 
not do anything tor them. This Bill wants tti lake away the lands of owners 
practically for nothing. The com]K*nsation that has bt*en suggt'sted is only 
ten rupees jicr acit*. that mt'aiis rupt‘t*s thrt'c ami somt* odd annas foi* a 
hi(/Ji{i. Sir, nobod \ can imagim* e\en ioi a mom<*nt that in tin* Burdwan 
or in the ib-esideucy Divisions any land an\wlu*i(* whether W’aste land 
or fallow^ land or rivi'r land or any sort of land lor tin* matter of that, e.an 
ever lx* purchased at three rupees and s(»nu‘ odd annas |)er hnjlui — nobody 
can imagine that and yet (TO\(‘rnment want — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order irder. Y ou may continue your sjieech to- 
morrow, Mr. Nahar. 

The Ilouse now^ stands adjourned till I-'IO ji.ni. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till l-dO p.ni. on Tuesday the Gth May, 
1947, 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[5th May, 1947.] 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 5th 
May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Baljadur Syed Abdur Rasliid Chovvdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

((i) Mj*. HeiiHMulra Kiinuu- Das. 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 

(8) Khan Babadur Sheikh Kazal Ellalii. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul (lofran. 

(1(1) Mr Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(11) .\lhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikli Muhammad dan. 

(12) Mr. Satish Chandra dana. 

(13) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(14) Mr. Abdul Latitf. 

(15) ^Ir. Nagendra Nath M(di<)lauabish. 

(Ki) iMr. George ^ Morgan, (.i.j*:. 

(17) Mr. A. McJairen. 

(18; Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddiji Palhan. 

(19) Dr. Ku?nud Sankar Itay. 

(20) Dr. Kasiruddin Taiukdar. 
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BEIlkS>(Li.EGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 39. 


: ... ■■■-!- 

♦iThe Council met iu the Legislative Cbauiber of the Legislative Build- 
iug^ Calcutta, on Tuesday, tiie (itii May, 11^47, at 1-40 p.m., being the 40th 
day of the First Session of 1047, pur>uant to strlion {a) of the 

(xovernment of India Act, 

Mr. President (the llou’ble Sir Pjjoy Prvs\1) Pov. k.c.i.e.) was in 
the Chair. 


Scarcity of rice in certain Districts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand the Chi(‘f Minister will not be a)»le 
to be present here. So his (piestion i» held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a ])oint of iiiforiuation, Sir. ISIay 
1, through you, draw tlie attention ot the Oovernment 1o one \eiy important 
iact. It is this that Bengal is on the verge of la mine. The i>ri(‘e of lire 
iu Barisal has run up to Ks. 2-') |)er niaund and .same is the e.ise uitli IJaeca 
haridpui ^nd iSoakliali. (xreat scarcity is prevailing there and there i> a 
ureat danger of famine, W'e hear that .stocks in the Oovernment godowns are 
\ ery short and they are practically em]>ty. AVe shotild like to know whether 
it is a fact, ddiis, Sir, is a very serious thing and cannot gloss over 
llie matter. These four districts, Barisal, Dacca, Fandpui' and Noakhali 
have been very much atfected. We want OoNcunment to maki‘ a stateimmt 
to reussure the position whether tlnyv are short ot liee, whether Oovt'rnnKmt 
aie in a ])osition to rush rice to the di''t reused area*'. The-'C aie latds on 
which the jiublic will be glad to be informed, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: HoJi'ble J.eadei of the llou^e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, we are 
in tile position in which we \\eit‘ this time last \eai and irom last yeai s 
figures we could see that tiieri* is a defiuitt' teiidenex of jiriee gidng down 
and the position is improA’iiig, Oovernment have as mmdi stock tJie\ 
iiad lash year and we hojie procurement will he still lictler fiom now. 
d his much I can say. It is not correct to say that ( ro\ crn numt g‘od<»'Ui 
ale all empty. Procureiinuit is quite .satistactury daring tlie last nnoilli 
«»i two and it is hoped that the situation will he projierly ta* kled. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M hat teps are being taken hy Oovium- 
nienti' In order to give relief to these distii« ts what steps OoAernimMit are 
taking and whether the price is Ks. jier niaund in these ])la(‘e.s and 
whether jioorer sections of the }>eopie can ]»urchase i if c at that high piifcy 
these are things which Oovernment slioubl take into consideralion iiumi*- 
d lately and immediate steps should be taken to tackle the sHuatiou. 

The Hon*ble Mr. SAIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The tendency 
last week show.s the price to go down. Though in certain areas tlrt^ price 
is Rs. 25 and 2r) pey niaund they now show sign.H going* down and the 
]>osition is now better. 

PTell, people are pnr(*hasing ric<> even now. Of course, T fully realise* 
that high price is very detrimental to the intere.st ot the common peojde. 
Oovernment is doing everything- jmssible. They are rushing stocks which 
they have procured to the deficit areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Do you admit that there is scarcity in 
these areas? 

U 
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The Hon’ble Mr. SAfvED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, but 

when the price is so high there must be some hardship, but the pinch of scar- 
city is not so much as to receive any special consideiation. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land 1^, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, Mr. Nahar will speak on the Acquisition of 
Waste Land Bill. Yes, Mr. Nahar. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, as I was pointing out yesterday, 
this Burdwan Division is composed of jieople who comprises^ tht^ majority 
in these districts and they do n<vt like that such an Act should ne thrust 
upon them. 

The next point is that Government wants to take out their lands prac- 
tically without anything, as has been mentioned, the Government wants to 
give about Rs. 10 an acre. That is also a dangerous point that you want 
to take out lands at such a cheaj) price. It is rather robbing Peter /to pav 
Paul. ^ V 

Mr. Fazlur Rahman has pointed out that they want these lands in 
Bankura and Birbhum to be aiforested. May I know what they were doing 
all these 10 years. Were they sleej)ing for the last 10 years’^ This 
Ministry was in power for all this time and they did not (lo anything. 
They did not act. They did not even tj‘y to imjirove the condition of these 
places for which they are so passionately feeling now. I would say at the 
fag end of their career they are going to do this mischief, really tliey do 
not want to improve the lands but they want to bring more miscliief to the 
lands, to bring mole distress to the i)eop]c. They feel that this should 
be done or that should be done. They have no scheme. If iliey had the 
good intention in their heart of hearts they would bring in some schemes — 
some definite schemes on which we could give our suggestions. They have 
brought this Bill only to teach us a lesson. The Minister in charge did 
not point out clearly what he was going to do with these w^aste lands. He 
merely said that he was going to take these lands tor atlbrestation. He 
accuses the Opposition for standing in the way of his acquiring these lands. 
But unless we know definitely for wdiat i)urpose th^y want it how can we 
allow' Jiim to aecpiire these lands. His is a cry in tlie wilderness, tor he 
does not feel any inclination to improve these lauds. Only they want to 
do some mischiet and nothing else. I do not understand why tliey^^^cannot 
aecjuire lands in the East Bengal. Let them show' that they want to do real 
g(K»d to the people. Let them acquire the waste land.sj of East Bengal 
and improve them. No one would grudge their taking lands in the East 
Bengal. But why do you come t-o West Bengal to acquire these lands 
T'j) till now' w'c have not seen any good, any good thing that lias been done 
by the Ministry or the party to which the Ministry belongs for the last ten 
yea 1 * 8 . You have only thought and thought, or rather you have only tried 
lo mince matters. (The Hon’ble Saiy'ed Muzzamudjiin Hcsain : " What 
about the Money-Lenders BillH) You have not done anything definite. 
(The Hou’ble Saiy'ed Muazzamuddin Hosain : What about the Tenancy 
Bill?) So I would say that if you want to work the Bill, you should accept 
our proposal and try your schemes in certain parts and show that you 
really want to improve the lands. In that case there will be no difficulty. 
I would say that this is not the time to bring such bills ; the time is rather 
bad. We on this side^of the House do not feel confidbnce in you; neither 
do you feel any confidence in this side of the House. The whole of Bengal 
is feeling contradictory things in their heart of hearts. Two communities 
are already fighting with each other and we do not feel that we should 
work or you sliould work or anybody should work in the proper line. So 
Sir, T would say that this is not the time when you should bring forward 
or introduce such bills w'hich w’ill create more misunderstanding and then 
more ill-feeling and more fighting. Sir, I am sure nobody in this House, 
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either the Ministerial bench or the Opposition 'would like to have more dis- 
turbances created in the State. So it would be better if my amendment 
is accepted. Ihis would really help the matter and would also prove your 
Hincenty, that yo^ are not bent upon doing inisehiet in Western Bengal 
or in the divisions of Burdwan or Presidency but that you really want to 
improve the whole of Bengal. Sir, 1 would aT<peal to the Minister in 
charge not to play with fire, not to show by mere words that he feels for 
Bengal, that he is equally interested in all unds and this thing and that 
but they should come forward witli real propositions. Further P would 
like to say this that you know that this Bill cannot come into operation very 
quickly: As it stands at present and the amendments stand as they are, it 
will take some time to pass this Bill in this House. Further you' have to 
carry it to the Lower House wliere you also know and wc als(» know tluit it 
won’t have an easy passage and so to get this bill passed it will take a 
long time (Tlie Hon ble Saiykd IMvazzamuiuun Hosatn ; if you obstruct it 
of course). We will obstruct it and we mean to obstruct So this won’t 
coi%e into operation very soon and even if it he passed vou slufuld take some 
time to make out your schemes and otlier thinos before ataiuiring the lands 
and this will not take less than a year and within a >ear sureU there will 
be g^reat changes and no such lavs will he nc<‘cssar\ especially for this 
})art of Bengal. And so when \ou know that you f annoi ]>ring into ojie- 
ration this law^ before one year at least in anv manner \ou please, even 
if you want to burry it tlirougli ymi can'l biing this b:'!l into operation 
within one year. It is absolutely certain and when you know this why 
are you hurrying it through. One argument put forward by tlie Hon’ble 
Minister was that the Bill for the acajuisition of the zeinindari would not 
come into operation very soon. Sir, 1 do not know' whethei the ztunindari 
aeijuisition bill will come into being or not rrhe Hoirble S\ivKa) Mo\zz\m- 
VDOTN H()S.\i\ : It will take lo years to ecunphde aeijiiisition of llit‘ zeniin- 
daii). The Hon’ble Lead(‘r of tlu‘ House sa\s that it will take la years 
foi- that bill to come into operation. Wb\ should it tak(‘ lo Nears!" 
Tt you w'ant to take the zmnindans you take tlxun now and don’i take 
land law's part by part and create more iniscdnei and inort' trouble* in the 
country. Now', Sii-, T would i)lead that the Buidwan and the l*]e>ideney 
.Divisions should not be made a party to this thing. J^et them try this Bill 
in otlier Divisions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment mo\ed that ‘>:ub-ehnise CJ, of clause 1 
of th© Bill, after the Nvord “exe(‘j)t” iu line 1, the tolhfcwing he* in.si'jtiMl, 
namelj^ : — 

“Burdw'aii and I'resicleuev Division.s and ’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; T iIm to oppose the 
amendment. Tt has been said by the hnnoorahh* mhout i.I tin* ainendiiKmt 
that the Muslim League Ministry did not care to do anything for acquiring 
waste Hands during these ten years of their existenie. But. Sii, In* should 
remember that the Muslim T^eague Ministry has iievm' Ix'cn as secure as it 
is now, as it had alw'ays to depend upon maiiN other faetor>, speiially the 
Fiiropeau group, (Mr. TjAinr Cii\nj)Ka D\.s: The Miiiistr\^js most insecure 
now). Sir, the Miinstry is now iu a position to get on Nvith real amelio- 
rative measures wdiieh are likely to help the masses and the down-trodden, 

• 

Sir, the honourabh* members opposite liave been fuiTting forward sucb 
absurd arguments iu sujiport of tht'ir amendments to this Jtill that they call 
for no reply. Only a few' of them that required any re])ly have been replied 
to by the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Bjll. lint our friends still 
persist that a erusbing rejily should be given to fbeir arguments and 1 
have come prepared today to give such a reply. Sir. it is stated by the 
Djiposition members that the Mu.slim League Ministry wonts to acquire 
the waste lands of Bengal at a nominal pirice for settling them with the 
Behari Muslim refugees and as west Bengal is as a matter of fact going 
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to be carved out into a separate province should be excluded from the 
purview of this Bill. They also argue that there are similar provisions 
for acquisition of waste lands in the State Acquisition Bill and yet ihi> 
Bill is being rushed through for forestalling the imj^ending partition. 

At the very outset, Sir, I may say what has been repeatedly said by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill, that only one of the several objects 
of the Bill is to secure lands for settlement with uneconomic holders with 
landless cultivators residing in Bengal. Our friends however will not be 
satisfied with the reply as long as they continue to suft'er from the disease 
of Bihar-])hobia. The honourable members argue that the Bjll i.s being 
rushed through for settling lands with the Biharis and at the saihe time 
they make n(» se(^r<*t of the fact that they expect orders of j)artition within 
a few weeks. If the partition of Bengal actually materialises the new 
province of West Bengal will be under a Hindu Ministry and it will be 
fully competent to deal with the w'uste lands just as it likes. The Act 
will merely give tli(‘m ])owers to accpiire such lands and it will be tor 
them to exeicise tin* ])owaus or not. It is not therefore understood lunv 
the j)assag(‘ of the Bill will in any way affect the Hindu interest of west 
Bengal. The real object our friends opposite in obstructing th(‘ passage 
of the Bill is due to the fact that it encroaches on the vested interests of the 
landt'd aristocracy. Although they profess to be the friends of the masses, 
yet the very fact that the\ do imt want this Bill to be emfoiced in west 
Jlengal is a clt‘ar indication of the side for wliich their sym])athies lie. 
The honourable members do not like that even waste lands which have Inaui 
lying \vast(' for years in s])ite of pressur(‘ of iH)pulation on land and tin* 
food sliortage, should not be ac(juiied with a view to reclaiming them and 
utilizing them for th*e benefit of tin* countrs and its down-trodden mass, 
only becausi* it will atfect the prestige of the landed aiistrocrac>'. Tln*> 
do not want any imjirovement in the economic condition of the country 
or its poorer (dasses at the cost ol the vested inteiests. Although they aia* 
ostensibly the sym pat histu’s of the j»o(H‘, really they ai’e tin* true friends (»f 
the vest('d interests and that is why they are following an ('bst i lu't ivi* ])olicy 
in connection with this Bill. If tin* Bill is ])assed, the\ apj)rein*nd it will 
be ditlicult f(»r tln'iu to establish a caste Hindu (digareliN in Wt'st Bengal, 
as theie will be dc'uuunl from the j)oort‘r (dasses ioi state* acejuisition of 
waste lands lor Nettlenu'iit with iinconomie holdeis and landh‘ss agricul- 
turists altt'r reelaiuation The dt‘iuand will la* irri'sistible and the dream 
ot a caste* Hiinlu eiligaiediy in M e'st Ih'iigal will met be realiseel. Sir, the 
cat is eeut e)f the* bag ainl he»weve‘r mue*h m\ (ii<‘inls eipposite may tr;v to 
conceal the I'eal motive, the aiuendments tabled b\ themselves rtn'eal it;-' 

One ot tin* eippetsilion members has stated that In* susjiec'ts that the waiste 
lands are be*ing ueepiiieel in a hurry tee jerevent lainlloi-ds getting tin* benefit 
of inijueivemeiit from develo])meni .se*hemes like tlmse of Hamodar and Memr 
schemes in AVest Bengal. This also. Sir, reveahs undue solie-itation for 
landlords’ interests. 1 do init see why the unearned income from such 
improvements should go to the landlords. It should certainly go to the 
State and so it will be only meet and projjer to prevent unearned income 
going to the owners of lands. 

The Muslim League Alinistry .stands for helping the ma.ss and the down- 
trodden irrespective of caste and creed, and it is eager that not a day .should 
be lost in enai'ting mea.sures which wall benefit the mass and help ‘the eco- 
nomic development of th^ country. It will be criminal at this critical time 
to allow reclainiable waste lands to lie waste. It would not be unfair 
even to expropriate such land and to acquire them without compensation for 
the benefit of the country and its people, but because of section 299 of the 
Government of India Act. we have to give the landlords some compensation 
though they deserve nothing. They have no right to possess lands which 
they cannot utilize specially w^hen there is possibility of their being use- 
fully employed. 
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I hope, Sir, I have »iven my friends opposite a orushiug rejdv to their 
arguments and they will not kill the time ot the House by putting for- 
ward the same absurd arguments ad nnvseam. With these words I oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I supj»oit the amendment ^^hieh 
has been moved by my friend Mr. Nahar. The Leader of the House rising 
in opposition to this amendment ha> said be^ ,e this House that the Muslim 
League never felt themselves more seeiue than now. 1 cannot eongratu- 
latf‘ my friend on his intelligence with regard to thi> j)articular point. It 
is known to every^body that if at any time the Muslim League (lovernment 
was insecure it is no^v, for there is the rebel Muslim Ijcague group of 8(t mem- 
bers working for its downfall. Indeed everything bodes for its downfall. 
This is in reply to his point numbei’ one. In icsj)ect of his ])oint number 
two, namely settling the waste lands with the landless i)eo]>le and not with 
the Behari refugees, I may say that while rcjdying to i.. v motion for the 
circulation of the Bill for eliciting juiblic opinion the llon'ldc Minister 
in charge Mr. Eazlur Eahman stated that under ctu-lain cii cumstances 
things may so turn out that they would have to s(*ttle the lands with the 
Bihar refugees. He had the honesty to say that cirioimstances may s(t turn 
out that Behar refugees may have to be settled in tlios«‘ lands. So after 
what has been said by the llon’ble Minister in chaige himscll we cannot 
accept the statement of tlie Leader of the House. KeaH\ it is a matter 
ot great suspicion that the lands are gedng to he liunicdlv accpiired at a 
nominal cost, practically for a song, with a view to settling them with 
Bcdiar refiig(‘es. The JiC*ader of the House .stat<*d that if tlie nartition of 
Bengal actually takes i)lace the m‘w province of We.^t Bcmgal would lie 
under the Hindu Ministry and they would he in a position to utilise the 
waste lauds just as they like, but before ])ower is takem h.\ the Ministry 
of the new province if the land is actualK settled what would tin* Hindu 
Ministry say to the settlers and why should thcie In* a loophole lor crtait- 
iiig trouble with themy So, 1 sa\ that the argunnmt that when the Hindu 
Ministry conies they will he benetitcMl by tliis Bill is aLo \ei\ illusory, 
indeed totall;^ wrong. 

Sir, there is another stand point wliy this amemdment should he aceept- 
('d. This amendment urges that so far as the a])j)li( at ion of this Bill is 
concerned, the Bnrdw’un and Bresideney Divisions should iH‘ left out. We 
are standing in a pecnliai* position. We eoine Iroin East Bengal and after 
the sad events in Noakhali and Tij)j>era, w<* can ask tor partition at our 
l>eril. This is a coiiimiinal Ministry and if the Hindu r(‘sideiit.s of the 
East Bengal have to c'ome out ot the* East Bengal tlicoc must he some lands 
U) fall bac'k upon and this West Bengal is onr ^juing hoard. Their idea 
is to acquire these waste lands at Ks. 1(1 au aeie. \c»w. Sir, in the Piesi- 
dency and Bnrdwan Divisions tliere are some irrigation Mliemes ahead. 
The lands in these places will be certainly ver\ vei y valualih* after tho.se 
scdiemes have been })ut into operation. Thercdoic* theii- intention is to grab 
these lands so tliat they may make' a good profit out of this. Sir, it is 
the duty of the legislators to .scrutinise the actions of (Government. They 
should not be free to do anything and eveivthing. The b^ishitors are here 
to see that no power is given to flie (lovernment more than is actually 
required. Have the CTOvernment satisfied us ]i\ their past ccmduc-I? Their 
])ast conduct is imt so good. Do the\ want to accpiirc all these lakhs 
acres of lands y Let them cleaily '>ay how much hfnd they want to acquire. 
They should not edaim to accpiire tlie whole waste lands of Bengal unless 
they have an ulterievr motive, a sinister motive behind thcii- mind. IB is 
after all a communal (Toveriiment. It is not a nationa] (lovernment. Had 
i+ been a national Governnieiit we could ha\c understood the gesture-. The 
Leader of the House- has already giveu out his mind that thc> wanted to 
take the whole lands practically without any price hut they have giveu some 
price only to evade the j)rovision of section (»f the (lovernment of India 
Act. It is commuualising the whole waste lands of Bengal. They should 
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not apply their hnite majority of votes in the House to take away these 
waste lands. They should Leave out these two Divisions. With these 
words, Sir, I support the motion of Mr. Bijoy Sing'h Nahar. 

Wr. PATIRAM ROY: HWlil TOTO, 

H'lUR amendment^^ move ®n1^ r<Cq<i 

cTrccrr csiThcsT^ extern <sit sro? 55,T«>iw 

«a? -2?: ^ fw’t ^ strtTO ^ OTT^nfs’ ctr 

3FT?[«t ill: ’TR 5rRr**c ®itw spr iil: totijtIV ®R 

al: Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Billa? Select Committee^ 

tiiTn RHR ffSHRi c^<rnR'3 RT^itr — a^^Gi r?R ’TR 

TOfT ^ W 2 ti :wR OT a^ TO fro *rr 15 sRft srK®t 

^ crRny snr^ i srstt^ ^RP'T^iRi al^ ®r oti hw c^odr i al: a^iJi 

•OR <p<i(4 2RE c^rrRR cHai ’tp't c^tirsr, a? 

Jr*(4l RRR 'sik^H IJRR? ®R?T?( R'3?n‘ 5fc>N I 

cot^ 5r«R CTO ’TR 5:’(5 aleiM fro s^tor ifrto ®i^5T?r fro, 
0 T 5 RR ’TR TO a^ni^ Rtflt al: f^ R»t TOT^ CTO GR a^ 151 ^T^"^T 

ctocYi al: \5(\i>i^v^ici5l toito Ltor 5?^^^ ir — ms ^ al nm torr 
sR5^ a^ Wrij toyi a^riR toc^ w fro? s^cro c^totri 

r<p^ *ri^ Ht*trK^ a^ ^^'TO[ 5t<l <pc<i jtr “f?:^ [<"l 

4HTc<T ®n1x agT fro rro^ isrwTOC^ w<n'SR<‘ to: ^tot. fife iSR^TOc^R «(rs5T 

*T4R <K^I lOllT'^ 'TRT <l4H 5R ^ ^ I f?p^ al: fTOR qhtICHl'Sl *rC*(T 

a^tjT feR ®nRR sic^ m — ^ ^rr^sr rtn^tr ^*tT al froi? 

“I'i.bisvsi^” JRlI STOCTR TOR siRT a^ iFTO^ aCH feTO I 51^ “TO 

r<'ii)lC‘'R ^RT“ C^I^ [<C<R1KS( C^fC?^ "TO ^R <ct( 51^1 sr5T*T?[ STiR^ 5Rjr ^ R^fe? 

^mus bTC^ Rt fe^ TO ferC'R al C^ TO«^ ^ ^R siC^TT 2 [f^ MKCi» CTO 

RTc^ 1 ^srnsi ^Tn^tr totrc^ fe?r c^ 'Srrr c^*!^?, toucsr ^c^ cr^stir 
9ifeTTO ^TO 5RT ^nTO cftR ^ nc^ c^cTO «n>rrR^ grrwe^T fe“ 

RT<R TOC 5 ^; OTJ a TOT RJsl TO !R al CTO aTOR iJ^TT al fTOR 

©T^STT'^iJ ^5I*TC?R RT^TR fi^ SFfelTCR a^f^ Rt*R CbT^ ^'C^TO I ’ifaTT ^\5Tr 

5r«R 5Tti!)T fe ^ TOIR ^«R al An tWCR TO — 

The Han’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May T Sir, draw your atten- 
tion to the irrtde\aney of Mr. Butirani Boy’^^ s]K‘e(‘h. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Hon’hle the Leader of the House set 
a had exain])le by speaking on general polities a little while ago and under 
tile eireuinst anees I have to allow' tlie Opposition al>o to speak very gene- 
rally. I even thought as inueh that tlie Ilon ble the Leader of the House 
was going astray at one stage. 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I did not 

go astray. The ()j»i)osition spoke w^hy Western Bengal should be excluded 
from the operation of this Bill and my observations were .in reply to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid you spoke on general jiolities. 

The Hen’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 did not 

think T did so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You did so, Mr, Muazzainuddiii Hosain. You 
spoke on general politicos and so it is very dihieult for ‘me to restrain the 
Opposition from speaking on general polities. 1 regret it. 
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M Government and to the Opposition to 

avoid this general d scussion because we have already passed that stage and 
the Opposition should conhne themselves to the specific motion before the 
House because the amendments have been tabled by the Opposition. So 
they should try to support their party amendments if they nan by advanc- 
ing onls. relevant arguments and Government if tbt v want to oppose these 
amendments should also be equally relevant in their' observations. So, Mr. 
Hoy I would ask you not to emulate the Hon ble the Leader of tlie House 
m this matter. 


Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA 

of the House, Sir. 


®^TTA: We have got to follow the Leader 


Mr. PATIRAM ROY : w nry 

^ TO 2 [r«fRTl 


1<*TW ^ ®rr1^ ^ i caf^rr^f^ s 

acquire TO ijSTO, TOT ^ 

ijrra C 5 T«rrR to 'sirwr? ?rtR w to 

5 TO ®(rsr c^r ^ to:, ^ toi lytR 

TO CW ^ CTO “’dTO fTO** 

TOi «(;;? ^c? CW 5 ®nif ’tpt ^rto 

TO TOi a wm to cto to«t strro nro jjTt ®iTty 

e cafnc^r^n fw^ cto" to c^^?rr 


TOT? trod? to: to^to « cafn(.\!>W froc^ tot Stot « c?i? ii?s ff?-f<[TO 

CS(c?r scheme 3 project ])ending ^$(TCf I TOT^T scheme S 

TO?d ’ff?^ TOT^ TO^ TOT 3 TO" TOCY (il?? il ?^ 5 T ?3 

TOSS’ TO C?«?T TOC?" I «nty tot? nrf? TOIT? CTO? Bhairal) Scheme 

TOW Ito CSIW TO^ ^ICSd ill: scheme a TOT <F?r TO I ?W ?T srWf? 

jsrr^^tT ^ c?w *(1^ TO TOsri tot? fror? a?* c? f?wrc?? aS" seheniGW 
TO?T^ TOT TO C?t HcheiiK* TOlf^l TO 5?^ ^^?C?? 

srfy ^ Sf$T^ ^ TOT TO TO? — ^ TO 3 ?Tro C?T^ f 'C? 1 


i5T??? C^WT? ?*IT5T5T*^ scheme — ?^?C? ?T5r ^STRyj J?C?C^ I 'JHTw t'd? 

5^Tc? 20? 00 TOT? f??r srf? ?^ c?w ’d'jr? sroi ^?r? c?to?, ^itct wc^ s*'^ 
fWTW? ?T?Wr ??? TO STTTO ?>?? C?TO ?TC? C^TOT oo TOT? fw 

Sifro TO wm TOC^l ilS: f?^ CTO ?^d5rR a?"N CafTOf=? fWTO ?T? f?c? TOTO 3RT 
^*r i3^ f?T?? ®n''S?rr? liic? ’c?!^ ’d?TOi?r ^?n’ S'f^i ®rrf? c? ?to 5 scheme iJi? 

?’*Tr ?frr? ^rc^ *iT?^ <»?!? to: c? ?? sd? to^tt? c? ?? ^Tv wii>te 

and ta? definition tfl? ?C?T nc^ TO:? <a?^ acquire ?^'?;C^ ?T?3 

®rmt^ TOqC? ?T1 ?f? C??*t 5? OT’fm «IT?T? TO ?? f?rST? CTO ^ TC? TO a?t 

?^-R Cabinet a? TO CTO TOf 5:‘C? ?T, ??T ci;;^ fe^TC'^T? St?-:? 

5:’c?i snror to f??? trot? Houseij? ??sw «(?^ toi? 

?^*dTO? « cafrof^? f?i5rc?? [cto: ii^: f?TO?? ®fc»i? cs^ro^^to stto srsttt 

^'C^5 ?T< WTTTl ??d? TOC? TO? C?t? ?5 SdTO TO? TOT? TO 5? C? Srf??;1?l TOT^ 
^?7? 'iiTO. TOT?? C?T?T I CIW Sd? C?T? ?T?C®t^ ?5TT C?C^ TO? ?T 1 ?nf? ?5tC?f 

(£1?;^ ’d'S^ TOF TO^ ^W^fT'TC'^ ®I?CTO? Si?T — ■»von 5TT?T TO?? TO" iST^ ’ftM TOT \ 
c? TOT? TO? c?d? c?s?r? to ?t; f?? ?c? srtoto?? ?^dt?T'^ toct to?; aro? 

TO?K? f?C??? TO? TOTCTI 'Sd?? TOTC? ?^? CTO? C?S?T? TO f?f? TOTTC?? TO'TO 

T SdHCvb ^ f^t? ??? Revenue Minister tTTTO ^?? t^f ?3 ?^J CTO^ TO? TOdTCTOl 
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liyTj to? ®rmr? ^ z^m:^ fuJl stop 

«nir TO ©fsr^qfei nfw wz^\ c?wt^ wsi 

44(^15' TO5 ^ 1 CH*nr^ <IH 44C\!i •TT bKI ®RT5 ?frC*5 1 ®rr^ 'Etfii r<tfl5l TOT 
TO *ra1 W*T5 Collector TO=^ <3?^ fbf=( CTO^TT TO TO 

yiTO 5(f*^ waste land, TO I IJT’TO ^ Sitsf fW •RTTO ^'Tt’RC‘iJ^.*TO TOt'< 

2rf^ Stott snro z^ b*Rr fronr cstfto tottto to fro^r (3$: ^o ii»r i?T^ 
^"C4 acre T*(C5 '^(<14 ?TOT^W <?^t'3 CTOT 5?n5 TT ooo TTOR^ <p4i t,<lco TTI^t 

®rr?[ ^rt*l Hb)^ 'ifbb waste land <i\i bT'T’RT <^414 I bi^ 

®nfT Tf?r bl^lblT^ to >£i 3: waste land fTO4 TOTO ^ 

TO ZPi^m 5T^ T5TO fro ZU^ ^«(TO*t TO? 5 ^[MHjSTib 

*riCb 3FT2T IF^T^ JR 1 ilb fM fTOfC¥ «il4 TT TTIT I <3^ ®['0C®14 

iStfr?! ^TTTTOI ^iZK's TTCb ©Ct^R’T^ 5R 'TOTTO 

CTOTT <P<lCb TIT?R bl4 CF'ST \ bf^TC? '8 f<blHC<* (3^ [<C«t4 ®n’8bl4. 

'Sifn^l^Tfia acquire '&l(HtCK4 ®[TTt^ Sir4t<l TT I i3$ HKC'T ifl’^PSTF 

^“8 'sraiHT'S^ T’C4 Rj R ^'^tOrR tfiTs csiTncbT'M fTSHT R*ft4 fjp^ TO[ i (SI 
Housed R«[tT5 fTO^8 TT R Bengal Land Acquisition Bill TOT ^ 

I '34(Si*( flp^8 blC^ TT TOSTT? R ^I^’T — 

Mr. AMULYADHAN ROY : TT 5TbT 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : Mr. Ro^' WS ^ f^ ^l TOS^t 
TOSTT? R ®r\C*T <(H R '5l\*r <IK f*iR ^RT ®T^*T ®rr8bI4 TCTT i3R f^Pf^ [M 

T4l^l <P4l 1 OKTOT ®RT ^*r fTOR stt^TT ^TRT 1 ®rrRT4 's^ITT^ ‘ilTN a^K I 

W TfsRT 'snfsi 91^ TOTR4 amendment TO;;'f ?RST^ T7<^ ®nTO 
CTTO Sirn 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, it is unioriunate that on tke 
last occasion wlien I stood up, although 1 tried to catcdi your eyes. I was 
nc.i given an opjiortunity to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right you may speak now. 

Mr BANKIM CHANDRA DUVTA: Thank you, Sir. 1 nould not 
have at all risen, because so far as this amendment is concerned, tlie posi- 
tion has been very. ably explained by Mr. Roy. But in view of the fact 
that the l^eader of the House took upon himself the responsibility oi mak- 
ing statement here as regards the old policy ol the league (Government 
and the present position of the League Government, it has prompted me 
to say a lew words in reply. Brobably the Hon’ble Minister can recognise 
some of us here who have been here since the very inception of the present 
system under 19db Act and if my friend says now that the old Ministry 
was insecure I am sorry to say that he is not doing himself justice. The 
very fact that in the old ministry they depended on others would show that 
they were more representative and popular at that time. They were more 
secure then. (The Hon’ble Mr, Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain : No, we 
were not secure then. We liad to dejiend on others and so w^e could not 
(‘ariw o?it any ame]io^ati^ e measures for the good of the people). The 
Ministry did not at that time incur the odium which you are incurring now. 
Though you are feeliug*" that you are very much secure, it is practically an 
o])en secret now that even amongst yourselves there is going to be a change 
(The IIoiTble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain: That is quite natural) 
If that is quite natural, then for Heaven^s sake do not say that your posi- 
tion is more secure now than before. Mv honourable friend has made an 
allegation that we are opposing this Bill to establish a Caste Hindu oli- 
garchy. I refute that statement. The Hon'hle Minister could not shut 
his eyes to the fundamental rights w’hich have been enunciated by the 
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Minister, is pertuAed over the 

» \of»r “I“i8tiy is (Toinfr not to be a caste Hindu 

!“^he r!lm e **““ “"J fo^ *1*0 benefit 

^ * ‘ .’ that you should not loosely eharacterise a Minis- 

is certainly con.inp, irresistible, and 
Mhmk as a responsible Minister he should iiH nave made that observation 


Coming to the particular amendment, I «ill just sav only a few words. 
l\e have all seen. Sir, that tins particular Hill Is uitli.u.t any definite plan 
li there had been anv phi ’ ‘ . 


been any plan or sel.eine ue eould Have ana- 
l>,sed that carefully or if any facts were set out to show the totnl (Uiantities. 
of lands which \yould be required for varioins purposes. We eould liave 
hen understood the necessity for this Bill, or their sniceritv of purpose and 
there would not have been any trouble to jia.ss this JBlf. JUit thev are 
absolutely absent and that alone shows what the Miiiistrv is lor. ^Thev 
want only to grab the whole of wastelands in ]lengal and as soon as the 
waste lands are under their clutches they will distribute them to whoever 
they please. One point raised by the Leader of the House was that one of 
the objects of the Bill was that the Bihar reinget^s will be given a portion 
of these lands. (The Hon ble Mr. Saiykd Mr \zz vmc ddin Ho.smn • To un- 
economic holders of land;. Now, so far as other purju.se are concerned, 
there is the existing law of the land which the Ministry can avail them- 
selves of. Only the existiiii^ law will not helj) them in re-settling the land 
wi h peojde of their own lihing. That is where the existing laws will not 
help them and that is why the\ are really taking ad\^nitag'e of this parti- 
cular bill, this iiernicious and black bill as J have called it That really 
IS the reason and there could be no other reason because tin* Land Af'ciui- 
sition Act is there; it can certainly helj> them. It nia\ take a littb' time 
but there again they could have made jiist a littb' alteration in the way 
(d procedure to suit these jmrposes and they could liavi' got it. in no time, 
lucre could have been jiossibly no olijection or exceptom to an ann'iidun'iit 
of that description. Sir, having- regard t(> the fact that, as 1 have said, 
there IS no scheme before us 1 would reipiest the Hon’hle Minister give 
nji the Biirdvvaii and l^residency Divisions from this bill. There is a saving 
which, I ho])e, is w-ell-knowii to everybody and which is “Tht- w; - men 
give uj) one half instead of losing tlie wliob'". So this is b*ss than half. 
Why not give up this lialf in West Bengal and procf'ed with ynur hill so 
far as the other half i,s concerned. You may find plain sailing; there 
will be no trouble whatsoever and all this waste <*1 lime, ni(»nc\ wnd Cneigv 
would have been avoided. You are all men from the Last and :is w Ts e 
men of the East I would re((ueHt yon to follow- that suMug “give n]» this 
half and carry on with the other half”. 


M^ith these words. Sir, I siijjport the amendment before tlic House. 

Th0 Hon’blo Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN S Sir, the (fjqiosition has jiut 
forward arguments whicli are arguments usuallx put forward })\ tlic vested 
interests and the C'ongress is identified, the ('ongies> tipposijion as cons- 
tituted in this House is identified, with those int<*rt‘^ts. (Mr. L.Am'j- 
('ifANi)RA Das— Question ?). There is Mr. Nahar who .said that tlu'v would 
obstruct the bill and if they are determined to obstruct thc\ slioubt expect 
no answer from the (fovernment. But even then. 1 wmild watch them 
and if 1 find that they do not revise their attitude then they nia> go on 
speaking here but from the (tovernment side tlie\ will get no answer. And 
1 like to give them another chance that if tliex are really serious about 
fhis, and serious about their duties and about tbeii Imsim-ss and if the 
Opposition is here to perform their duties or in other- wands to help the 
Legislature to enact legislation, if they do tlieir job. well, in that case 
they will get answers from the <Tovernment to their observations. (Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das. Do you know’ the fate of the Secondary' Education 
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Bill, that your Ministry foundered on it and there was persistent opposition?) 
Doming to the point I do say that this is a peoples Ministry (Cries of No, 
No from the Opposition Benches) and they will legislate for the whole 
people; they are not going to legislate for any part or party of Bengal; 
they are going to do good to the people as a whola tn the whole of Bengal 
so long as they have been placed in power by the people of Bengal and this 
ministry consists of representatives of all section of the population. (Cries 
of No, No, from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. PRES'lfDENT: I would request you again not to go into this 
•(question . 

The HCNi’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The Opposition characterised 
this Ministry as a communal Ministry, Muslim in character and that is the 
reason why I had to reply to that charge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The less you try to reply to these points the better 
for you and the more you help yourself. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. May I 
■ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is a fact that tlie Chief Minister of 
Bengal derdared on more than one occasion that it is a one-party Ministry 
4ind that he w<mld like to (change it into an all-party Ministry? Has the 
honourable Ministei' the right to contradict his Chief? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: What about Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee? 
Is he not a caste Hindu? Or is he a Muslim League member? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: If the lionoura ble members of 
the opposition ]»lease t<» couftne thcunselves to tlie ])oint'' at issue and if the 
HonM)le President confines the debate to the points at ivssuc*, then no one 
will Ih* moi'e happy than myself. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Is this a ivtlection on tlie chair? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No. (crtainl^ not. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: ('IcMidy it looks like that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, in my ojicning speech I 
had stated what amount of land was immediately * reijuired and what was 
.the scheme, and with w liom it was intended to settle the lands — all these 
are in detail in that speech. I bcdicvc* the ojijiosition has not cared to give 
any attention to tJiest' things and that is tJie reason why it is putting up all 
its argunu'iiis on this line. I'heir ])osition is not sincere' and that is the 
reason why they are juittiiig forwaid all these' arguments at i.indom. I 
opjioae the amendment. Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The epiestion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 1 of the Bill, after the word ‘'exce])t" in line 1, the following 
be inserted, namely: — 

“Burdwan aiiel I’residenc'v Divisieuis and". 

The motion ‘\vas put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra DatAi 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Mi 

Hr. BiJoy Singh Nahar 

Hal Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 


I Mr. Biren Roy 

I Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 
I Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 


Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. J. Cohen 
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Mr. E. O. Doyne 
Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haqtie 
Mr. G. a. K.^ook 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzemuddin 
Hosabi 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

The Ayes iJeiiig 9 and the Xoes 21 


Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

The Hon*ble Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 

Haji Md. Yusuf 

the inoti u was lo.'Jt. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: I heg U> move that in sub-elause (2) 
of clause 1 of •the Bill the followinj]^ be added at the end, namely: — 
“and also residential area ot the villages". 

Sir, with the addition of tlii> sentence the sulwlaiise will read os 
follows: — “It extends to the whole of Benj^al except Calcutta as defined in 
clause ( 11 ) of section 3 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1932, and any area 
constituted a municipality under the ju-ovisions ol the Beu^.il Municipal 
Act, 1932, and also residential area of the villa«re.s”. Sir, the object of the 
Hill is to take away these lands for afforestation or the carrying out of 
irri^^ation or drainage schemes, or the jirovision of sites for the setting iij) of 
model villages, or the settlement ol land with an\ jierson (»r ])e]sons in order 
lo provide them w'ith a means of livelihood if they are without such a means 
)f livelihood as a result ot dischargt^ from military service, the ojieration 
)f natural causes or circum, stances, such as disturbances o*’ the inililic 
I’aiuiuillity , over wdiich they have no <“ontrol, etc., etc. In sub-sei*tion 
d clause 1 it say« that the Bill extends to the whole (d Jlengal excejit 
'alcutta as defined in clause ( 11 ) of section 3 ot the Calcutta Municipal Act, 
[923, and any area constituted a municijiality under tlui ])rovision,s of the 
lengal Municijial Act, 19'>2. Sir, 1 would like to add that this Bill should 
lot ajiply to those areas of the villages where then* are lesidmit ial hon>v‘s 
ir residential aieas. In village.^ there an* poor jicoplc wlio ket*i) o})en some 
d’ their homestead lands for c<‘rtain jiurpose^ or for building house, s altci- 
rards. Tf those vacant lands aie taken that will cieati* great hardshijis to 
lie ])eople of the >illages. The Jlon'bb* Minister ^a\^ tliat he is chani])ion- 
!ig the causes (d' the jioor and a(‘ciises u> (d rcpiesenting the < as«‘ of tlo* 
.indlords and vested interests. Hut this amendment of mim* ri'ally ludps 
he ])oor peo])le. Sometimes theie aie sonu* v.icanl lands in a \illage wheie 
he childieii ol the jioor jx'ojile l)lay or then* arc some grazing^ bind 
or tJn* cattle. If by chance it entc'is the h(*ad of tin* <*o]b‘( lor oi' an\ 
'crson who is ajijiointed by (joveinmeiit that thcsi* lands should not be kt p) 
pen but should be turned into forests or g(*t tluin si'ltled f\ith thi* e\- 
lilit.iry men that will cieati* great hardshijis to tin* jieojile id' the \il]ag<‘s. 
W the same time it, might be said that the jirii of the lesident la 1 lands 
re much more higher tlian the juice fixed as juict' (d t)H‘S(‘ wasti* lands. 


There is another jioint’. If the (irovernnient settle some su<‘h lands wdth 
jioor man who is almost a beggar and has no means rd‘ livelihood then 
le would ceitainly require money to build houses. Jn that event (iovern- 
lent will have to jirejiare a s< heme and jiiovide enough mon(*y to jieojile 
hoin su(‘li lands are given to enable them to buibl houses to live in. Kven 
[ they get lands to cultivate the jioor jieople would recjuire money to buy 
Ujilements w'itliout which the^ cannot cultivate the lands. So an altoge- 
ler different scheme will have to be woiked out by (Government. To, start 
model village, the Hou’ble Alini.ster will also reejuire lands for residential 
urposes. Therefore I would urge upon the iron'hle*Minister not to give 
fleet to this Bill in the residential areas of tin* \illages. He should seriously 
ansider thi.s point. There are many villages w hi( h arc growdng uji ; there * 
re many villages where there is no municijialitx as they have not vet 
row'll Uji into towns. The waste lands ol these aieas and these jilaces should 
ever be disturbed, and they should imt be subjected to the ojieration of 
ie.se clauses, I do not mind if those lamls are in \V(*st Bengal or in East 
engal or anywhere else in Bengal, Those lands .should m‘ver be touched, 
lould never be disturbed; it is for the beneht of the jioor class. It is for 
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the benefit of the residential people, pe<IJ)le residing in those places and i 
will really help them. I can cite another instance how the operation o 
this Bill can take place. If a Collector of a district does not see eve to e\< 
with certain persons of that distriat or a group of persons and beconn 
jealous of them or wants to trouble them, he can, out of his own accord 
take away the land or give notice of ac(pii|ing their valuable plot of lan( 
which has been kept as a grazing ground or a football ground *or as a schoo 
or some other purpose. He at his sweet will and pleasure can create troubf 
and take away the land for ])ractically no purpose and practically withou 
any compensation w'orth the name and if you do not want to do these thing 
and if you do not feel that such things should happen I would urge th( 
acceptance of this amendment of mine by th(* Hon’ble Minister. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause {^) of clausi 
1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely : — 

“and also residential area of the villages”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I su])port the amend 
nnuit that has been moved by my friend ^Ir. Bijoy Singh Nahar. In th( 
definition of waste land as given in this Bill certain lands have been let 
out, I mean have been exem[)ted from the operation of the provisions o 
this Bengal Ac([uisilion of Waste T^and Bill, 1947. I mav here draw tin 
atlention of the Ilon’ble Minister to one of the excei)tions given under lln 
definition of “waste lainP’ given in sub-claust* (:^) (//•) of clause 2 of tht 
Bill. It has been mentioned there “any land used for homestead ])urjK)se 
together with any gulden appertaining to a homestead". That has lieen ex- 
eni])ted but I desiiV to point out that what has been really wanted by thi 
amendment is something different from that which has been exempted. Mr 
Nahar wanted that the residential area of the villages should be exempted 
'This is, Sir, something over and above any land used for homestead purposes 
together with any garden apiiertaining to a homestead. Suppose for ins 
tance a certain high land within a village surrounded on all tlie four side: 
by poor people is lying vacant^ — may be according to the Hon’ble Ministe 
waste — and that is being used as a ])laygTound, what would haj)])en to that: 
AVill this Bill be brought into opei’atiou for the ))ur])ose of ac([uiring tha 
landy Now, Sir, clearly enough unless this is excluded by an exj)ress provi 
sioii of the law this may fall within the miscdn’ef- of the law. So if tin 
w’ords “and also residential area of tin* villages" be added at the end (» 
sub-clause CJ), it may very well be (‘laimed h\ the villagers and though thi 
may be lying vac'ant at the present time being used as a plaNgrcuiid ] 
may scbseiiuently be used by the villagers for the ])ur])ose of extension o 
their homestead t(»r tin* puijioM* of residence. It is nec'essary therefore o: 
pidtect the interests of the villagers in this regard and such lands shoub 
l»e exenij)t(*d. I sup])ort the amendment of my friend Mr. Bijoy Singl 
Nahar. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I beg to support the amendment 
I think this is a very bumble amendment and I do not think Ciovernmen 
W(Mild lose anything if they sim])ly exclude from the operation of the Bil 
only a very kisigniticant portion of waste lauds because these areas whicl 
are to be meant for residential areas in villages could not evidently b( 
very big and therefore I think (xovernnmnt will be w'ell advised in accept 
ing this very humbler amendment. These open >i)aces by the side of tin 
houses of these poor -pillagers as I think is known to you, too, Sir. are usee 
and utilised by the poor peasants for various j)urposes and I do not sc< 
* why these lands, the area of which would not be very big, should be takei 
away from these peasants. And these lands, as my friend has j)ointed out 
are often for grazing lands for tlie oxen and sometimes also for jilayground- 
and for other similar juirposes. These lands are really wdiat one ma> 
des(*ribe as parks in the villages. And one thing which strikes me is this: 
suj)posing certain villagers in a particular place wants to have a schoo 
or a patlisala, or a market place nearabout their holdings, w'here they wil 
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fiud a- place for this purpose? Because there is this Bill which can entitle 
the Collector to take any such laiul^if he pleases. Where then is the protec- 
tion so as these poor peasants are concerned? T would therefore request 
the Hon’hle Minister in charge not to cast his eye on these very humble 
plots of land, the area of whi<'h would *^01 be very much and exclude them 
iroiu the operation of the Bill. With these words 1 support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR AMMAN: Sin. 1 do not understand how 
tlie opposition jcould bring in an amendment »ilve this, because the Laml 
A(;(iuisition Act is there, and it is i\ot as if all the lamls in Ibmgal are going 
i(, be acquired^ under this Bill. It is only an enabling Bill tor actiuiring 
wastelaiufs for*<‘ertain specified purposes. When the (io\ernment ha\e decicl- 
t‘d to acquire such lands they will have to pre]»are jjlaus and those plans 
will be made known to the public and the\ will kiu»w the details ami 
(toveriimeut will have to justilv the case to tin* in\ estor.'. of immev in tho^e 
lands so as to make them suitable tor the various purposes for wliich lioveiii- 
meut are really aequiring' those lands. (Air. Lviai Cn\.Mii?\ Das: Yt*s, 
at rupees ten per acre!) Yes, rupeivs tmi per acrt* tor a pieci' ot land wliiih 
has been lying waste for 'lO \ears. (Air. BiJ(>v SiM.ii Yui\u: Why '><• 
\ears, is it not only since the •list .lamiary BUT?) I’lial i>, Sir, about the 
definition of waste land but this is about comj>easalion, namely, in the case 
ivhere the land w'as rccord('d as w’ast<* land in the rccord-of-rights pnqiared 
during the first District Survey ami Settlement ( Ipcnatiotis, tdc., ami whndi 
does not yield any imanm' ; in that <*a.se onl\ tlu‘ (•om]>eusa( ion will be ten 
rupees. If the opposition imnubtus will onl\ (aie to u-ad the Hill the\ vill 
find this thing there. Duly this will gi\(‘ compensation of Bs. 10 }>er aue. 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, may 1 inteiweue loi a ininnte. 
This is not in the definition of the wa^tt* land — I lie definition of wasti* lands 
us stated in the definition is — waste land means an\ land whiidi has beeji 
King uncultivated since before the Olst da\ ot .lanuaiy, HM7. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: The homniiable memlau- should 
lefer to the compensation (daUMU Tiider the (bdiniimn theie no meninui 
>d compensation. Under th(‘ (dau^e wliere < ompeiisiilion mentioned, 

dicre it i^ nfentioned Sir, 1 am hap])\ that .Mi Yahar ha^ ('.\|»o'-ed the 
( )])position. AAK'thout understanding the\ aiv inteilering wdlh the pas^ayt* 
of tliis Bill. With these words I op[)OM‘ the amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHAN^DRA DAS: Do you Know (hat any coui|iany will 
he willing to take these lands at a inmdi highiu piice— do >ou Know tlial!" 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ord<T. The (jnesin.n btdbre the Uoum^ 
ihat in snli-idanse (' 2 } of (dau.>e 1 of the Bill, the following hr added at the 
oud. namely: — 

“and also residmitial area oi the \illage> . 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 12. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Alexander McLaren 


Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

Mr. Biren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy • 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 18. 


Mr. Abdulia-al-Mahmud « 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja 

Rai Bahadur Dhlrendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hoseain Chowdhury 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. D. il. Cohen 

Ayes being 12 Noes being 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodui Hoque 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

The Hon’bie Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Khan Sahib Moulvl Wahiduzzaman 

HaJI Md. Yusuf 


18 the motion was lost. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr, Diis. Before you move this amendmt 
I ma^ tell you that your arguments should be confined to the Rajsha 
Division because the arguments regarding the Presidency Divisio® and t 
Burdwan Division have been almost exhausted, im connection with anotl 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sir. I bag to move that in su 
clause {2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added^ M the en 
namely •* 

“and exoept the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and t 
Raj shah i Division”. 

Sir, if this amendment is accep^ted then the clause would read thus 
It extends to the whole of Bengal except Calcutta as defined in clause (i 
of section d of the Calcutta Municipal Act I92d, and any area constitut 
a municipality under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act, 19d2, ai 
cxcepit the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and the Rajsha 
Division”. 

Now, Sir, what remains? The two other division remain, namely, t] 
Chrttagong Division and the Dacca Division over which this Act will ha 
oi»eration. My arguments in respect of this are these. 

I find that the Hon’ble Minister is not listening. Until he listens 
prefer to stop. The Hon'ble Minister is not listening and therefore I mu 
stop. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister should be in, his seat. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If this amendment of mine is acceptec 
then, Sir, the Act would be a])])licable only to the two remaining Divisioi 
of the Presidency of Bengal, the two being the C^iittagong Division an 
the Dacca Division. I think. Sir, tlH‘ Hon’ble Minister should be satifie 
with the a(‘quisition of the sf>-called waste lands in those two divisioi 
giving up his claim to the acquisition ot such lands in the Presidency Div 
sion, the Burdwan Division and the Rajshahi Division. My reason is thii 
Sir, that he should first of all prove his bona fidt*s before we can perm: 
him to take greater power to acefuire lakhs and lakhs of acres of Ian 
throughout the ])rovin(‘e. Sir, the Ilon'ble Minister said that he has gc 
schemes. He may l)ut his j)lans (the details of which are not known to uj 
and scdiemes into effect in those two divisions, namely the (Uiittagoni 
Division and the Dacca Division. The Jlon’hle Minister said that he men 
turned them at the time of the o})ening of his case for this Bill. We don' 
remember. We will he very attentive and we will listen with interest wlia 
plans he has got and what are the details of those i)lans and S(*hemes wit 
rt's])ect to these two Divisions, not the other three. Let him produce thos 
])lans now' and here and imp)ress the House. SiCj to a (piestion of min 
tin* answer has been given by (Tovernment that the (|uantity of waste land 
is over dO lakhs of acres of land. There aie several acres of land, Sir 
l\ing waste in the Chittagong Division and the Dacca Division and if thos 
lands be taken up by the Government to start with, the hands of the Govern 
ment wall be full. I say therefore Sir, let the Government instead of sw^ear 
ing that they will do this and that prove their hoiui fides by executin', 
certain j)lan8 in these two divisions. As soon as the Government proves tha 
it is efficient, that it is active, that it is executing good plans, certainly the;\ 
will establish their right to claim the confidence of the representatives o: 
the people of the Rajshahi Division and of the other two Divisions. Wt 
^ know’ of no such plans and the steps they are going to take to put those 
plans into operation. Let the Hon’ble Minister in reply reveal what those 
plans a^e, what are their details with respect to the Dacca Division and the 
Chittagong Division only, and let them put those pj^ns into effect by acquir 
ing the waste lands of these two Divisions only, xlleu Sir, there is anothei 
as])ect of the question. A great tussle is going on with a neighbouring 
Government, but such a tussle should not be allowed to go on. The Bengal 
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Government is saying* that the Bengal immigrants should be aibnved 
settle in Assam, and the Assam Government is stoutly resisting this claim 
ot the Bengal Government. I say to the Hon'hle MinL-*ter in charge of this 
Bill that instead of quarrelling with a neigli homing Government as regards 
the powers which that neighbouring G^nernment have gtU to deal with their 
lands in any way they please, this Government should first of all see whether 
they can make rooin^tor the Bengal immigrant > in Assam in their owrij 
(liAUsions, mMi within th# boundaries of its ow:*. jurisdiction. These immi- 
grants are immigrants mostly from Mymen''iiig-h, Tippera and from neigh- 
bouring districts lying close to Assam. They will be only too happy if 
they are allowed to settle in their own proMiice instead of liaving to go 
over to a province (amidst bi(*kerings) which is not tlieir own, and where 
they do not get what they really want.’ This will afford the Hturhle Minis- 
ter an opportunity to solve at least one vexed (luestion. namely, Ihe (piestaon 
ol Bengal immigrants to Assam, to have them A\itljdruwn from Assam 
and to settle them peacefully in their »»wu diNtricts by 'cquiriug these 
wastelands. But instead of doing that the\ have taken up the easiest way, 
namely, of quarrelling with a neighbouring province, ostensibly with the 
object of settling them in the grazing gromuls of A>sam, hut really with 
a view to Pakistanising that province. T A\ill u<*t ilihite on tliis* jioint 
turther, but only this I will say that if thiN Ministry wants to give u proof 
ot their hona fifh’s it can do so now by acciuiring these wastelands for the 
Bengal immigrants in these two divisions, without sending them to Assam. 

Sir, there is another argument which 1 have got to place lad'ore the 
House in this connection. My third }>oint is that Gt)\ eminent should in 
such matters take the opinion ot the people, I mean, in the matter of 
ac(piisition of these wastelands. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhat i< it you say, Mr. Das’/ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am saxing that in this matter of 
ac(iuiring lands, or indeed in any matter of legislation, tjovernim'iit should 
he guided by public ojiiiiion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that point does not arise now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I will just show how it arises, Sir. My 
Iriend says that he rejireseuts tljc pe(»ph‘ and is legislating for tlie benefit 
of the people, the masses. So tar as these two divisions are concerned ] 
say that this communal (iovernineut does (.ertaiuly fejiresent the vast majo- 
rity of the peojile there and can acijuire lands in those two division.s, at 
any price 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay I just advise you. Mr. Das, not to hring for- 
ward these arguments in sujiport of the motion/* You sliould rather try 
to support the motion on its own merits. J)(UiH indulge again in general 
politics. The moment you do so you ])rovokt‘ (|uestions (ui tin* other side 
and the bill will be delayed for nothing. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, is there after all anything in the 
speeches of the Opposition except bitter communal feelings/ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: T am constrained to ofiseive that the 
Opposition has taken the view^ that it is a political Bill, that it is not a Bill 
meant for to nationalise waste lands but only to communalise all* waste- 
lands. If, as a matter of fact, we have taken that .view, is it not natural 
that in placing our point before you, we will be liable to stray into the 
forbidden land of politics/ In this matter, as we have taken the view thai 
the Government do not actually require so much land but that their inten- 
tion is otherwise, therefore I am pointing out 

Mr. PRESIDENT^ ’ When w^e are discussing tlie general jirinciples of 
a Bill in that case you would be relevant in mentioning all these things 
but when the Fouse^ is discussing a ‘Specific amendment to the clauses of 
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a Bill, you should try to confine yourself to the amendment itself and if you 
have to advance any argument of a general nature .that also must be strictly 

relevant to the amendment before the House. ' 

I 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I am referring, Six^ to a specific matter 
in this case 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please go ‘on with your ameiidfiient. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Sir. 1 h ave given two points and this 
is my last ])oint. 1 am dealing with 1113’ last point and I «m shewing how it 
is relevant. Wlieii we that certain divisions may be rule^ out of this 
Bill we mean that in certain other divisions where they can exercise that 
righl of acTjuihition without trouble and interference, namely Chittagong 
and Dacca Divisions, where there will be no chance of any disturbance for 
the future, because undoubtedly there is majority there in favour of the 
Government tliey can exercise their right without any sort of (jolmal and 
acquire lands as best as they can. But so far as the other divisions are 
coni'.erned, namely the Pr(‘sidency and Bur<lwan Divisions, tliere the Hindu 
are in overwhelming majority ami there tliey wdll have to work against the 
wishes of TO ])er cent, of the ])o])ulation if not more, of the West Bengal 
people, and it would be very difficult to effect the acquisition in this part 
whereas in the Chittagong and Dacca Divisions wffiere they have undouhltul 
majority they can easily put into operation their wasteland acquisition 
sc-hejtie and do whatevei- they like. With these words J commend m3' motion 
for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment to moved that in sul)-('l:inse (;?) of 
clause ( /) ol the Bill, the following he added to the end, namely; — 

“and (‘xcept the Ihesidencx Division, th(‘ Bui d wan Division and the 
Bajshahi Division*'. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA; Sir, the amcndmc'nt 
also stands in my name. I am not going to rejieat the arguments advanced 
hy my friend Mr. I/alit Cdiandra Das. But I w'ill only confine myself to 
the Bajshalii Division hei'aiise 1 come from tlu* Bajshahi DiA’ision. 'j’he 
jiopulation of Jalpaigin i and Daijetding districts are overw helmingl3' non- 
Muslim. Besides these two distrii'ts are know as tea growing districts and 
the valut‘ oi the land ht‘re is much more than what has been projiost'd to be 
given in the Bill. Therefore if lands are acijuired in thesi* two districts 
it W'ill affect the tea industry and 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Kai Bahadur I find it very difficult to follow' you, 
hetter (‘omc to the microphone. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA NATH MAITRA: All right, Sir Govern- 
ment wants to take aw'ay these lands at the rate of Ks. 10 per acre but the 
lauds in Jalpaiguri district is much more valuable because the people grow' 
tea iu those lands and it i> much more profitable. If then Government 
fake aw'a3' these lands at this rate the jieople will suffer a heav3' loss. There- 
fore, T think, the Baj.sliahi Division should be kept out of the jiurview of 
this Bill. You know', Sir, Yator sub-Divisioii of the Bajshahi District is 
full of Bills. Some years ago, the District Board of Bajshahi gave some 
money' to Government for drainage in order to improve the area but Govern- 
ment r^’turned the mone3^ Thus ihe Government did not allow the people 
to develop the area. The Government should allow the people to deveolp 
these w'aste lauds without taking away them. 

• With these wuu’ds, Sir, I support the amendment. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am sorry T cannot accept it. The Hon^ble Minis- 
ter must be given some time to reply and there are some members who want 
to speak on this motion. Yes, Mr. San3'al. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I come from the Rajshahi 
Division and I wish to ispeak on this motion. In supporting this motion 
some stray references may be made by me to the Burdwan and Presidency 
Divisions just to connect the points and I hope you will excuse me for doing 
so. I may read from a report which has been published elsewhere it has 
been said that Burdwan Division contains neurl\ 8 lakhs acres of waste 
lands and Presidency about 11 lakhs acres. Ti ‘j ami wrong J hoi>e the 
Hon’ble Minister will correct me. In repl\ to a question in the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on the 2:ind March 1947 the Hon’ble Mr. Abdur 
Hallman said. 

Mr, PRESIDENT! Mr. Sanyal, what you are reading irom!'^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 am leading troiu tlic proceed- 
ings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That you cannot do. \ on cannot letcr to the pro- 
ceedings of the other House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANRAL: 1 am only gi\ing the figures. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou can Use those figures Itut you cannot leter to 

it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: All light. Sir. Now, it has been 
stated that in the Burdwan Division tliere art* about !j«S,()()(l Bihar ri'fugees 
and in the Presidem'y Dnision tlieie are about 4(»,0(l(). Of course, tliere 
has been much discussion about the Bihari retugt'Cs oviu* this qiit'stion. 
There has been a lot of discussion on this [)oint and } do not like to go 
further into the mattei. M\ point is onl\ this The Minist**r in charge 
w'hile introducing this Bill rel(*ric(l to nian\ plot> ot lands ot thousand 
acres in a ring t(»rm and I like to know fiom him how many su('h plots 
there are in these three Divisions and he just now ndciied to his plans and 
estimates also wdiich he said lie placed l»t‘ior(* the Sided Coiniiiittee We 
want to know the details. We want to know the details of the cost and 
the jilans he jilaced before the Select ('ommittcc so that wc may he in a 
position to think over and to read ovei liis jilaiis so that the passage of 
the Bill may be moie simplified and we want to know tiom him how the 
Oovernment propose to make them tit for cultivation ami if thev are rc- 
(juired for afforestation jiurposes wdiat arc the iuel (*r timh(*r [ilants tliev 
aie going to jiut in. These are the broad det<uls we want to liave from 
the Hon’hle Alinister so that we would he in a better po.^itioii to tlmik over 
and to talk ovei- the various amendments ot the Bill .s(t that the jiassage 
of the Bill may fake much less time. .\nd sec(mdl\ uhout the acquisition 
of lands in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions^— 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You need not rcfci that now because the dis- 

cussion should be confined to the aiiiemlim*nt piop(»jiig c.vclusioii oi the 
Rajshahi Division. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I shall md repeat the aiguments 
advanced in favour of the exclusion ot the Ihcsideiicy ami Burdwan l)n i- 
sioms tiom the juirview ot this Bill hut t(» illustrate my point in coniieetion 
with this amendment I shall just take as an example the district of J7adia 
in the Presidency Division. In the district of Nadia nearly acres 

of lands, cultivable waste lands, were acipiired i)y (i^rivernmeut apparently 
for (foveriinient purposes at a cost of nearly JN. 04,000. And what ju.sti- 
fication is there to secure such lands at 10 to b'l lupce', per acre now? That* 
IS my ])oint and for the information of the members of this House I can. 
say that w^aste land in Mvmensiugh is about lakhs of acies and it ift 
quite strange that a lot of people from Mymensingh Lad to go to Assam 
to find land for cultivation purposes and given three acres per hear] of 
population one lakh of persons could be accommodated in the M\mcnsiijgb 
area alone where the wa.ste land covers lakhs of acres. Even taking the 
8.5 
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case of the Bihar refugees, as far as their number goes, their number if 
less than one lakh and so the entire Bihar refugees 

Khan Sahib Md. WAHIDUZZAMAN : On a point of order, Sir. D( 
Bihar refugees form part either of the Bill or of the amendment before th( 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please leave out Bihar refugees and you will b( 
in order, Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: One lakh of persons can b( 
accommodated in Mymensingh and they can be employed on cultivatioi 
of land. From whichever area the peojde come they can be i)laced ii 
Mymensingh. Similarly in Faridpur there are about li lakhs of acrei 
of waste land and in Chittagong another U lakhs acres of land. Faridpu] 
and (Jiittagong alone can accommodate one lakh persons. So in Chitta 
gong, Faridj)ur and Mymensingh alone two lakhs ot cultivators can b« 
accmnmodated. Under the eireuinstanees T lio])e that the (Jovernmen 
would agree to leave out Presidency Division, Burdwaii Division am 
Paishalii Division and confine tlnur ex]>eTinients to the districts of Mymen 
sin’gh, Faridi)ur and Chittagong andh acceid our amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I (ippdse llie aiiieiidnieiit, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question beioie the House is that in Sub 
clause { 2 ) oi clause 1 oi the Bill, the lollowiiig bt‘ added at tJie end 
namely : — 

“and exce])t th'e Fresidency Divi'^ion, the Buidwan Division and th 
Pajshahi Division.” 

The motion was ]iut and a Division taken with the l(dlowing lesult : — 

AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 22. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moaziem Hossain Chafudhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chaudhury 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. D. <1. Cohen 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hoque 

Ayes being 10 and the Noes ‘22 th 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House 
tomorfow. 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddi 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

Mr. Alexander McLaren 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson 

Khan Sahib Mouivi Wahiduzzaman 

motion was lost. 

stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7th Maj 
1947 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meetinir held on 
6th May, 1947:-— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne. 

('3) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Rashh’ i^howdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Shaihh Fuzal Ellahi. 

(7) The Hon’lde Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(8) Mr. Munffturam Jaipuria. 

(9) Alhad.i Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muliainmad Jan. 

(10) ^Ir. Satish Chandra dana. 

(11) ^[r Humayun Z. A. Kahir. 

(12) ^Ir. Abdul Latiff. 

(IJ) Mr. Na<?endra Nath Moholanabish. 

(14) ^Ir. George Moig’an, < .i.e. 

(15) Khan Bahadui Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

(10) 111. Kuniud Sankai Pa\. 

(17) l)i . Kasiruddin Talukdai. 

(18) !Mi. ^Id. Tauficj. 

(19) Khan Bahadui Alxiul l^atif Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S47— No. 40. 


The ('nuNi iE met in the ive ( liamher of the Lef^isJative 

Huildin^', ( jileuHa, on \\ edm^sda y, 7lh May, ItMT, at l-dO p.iii., beinj^’ 
tile 40tii (lay of the F-irsI St‘s.sioii of 1947, pursuant U) section {yZ{2){(i) of 
the ( foveinnumi oi India Act, 1945. 

^Ir. I*r(‘sid(‘nt {tin' lloii'hle Sir Hi.iov Phasad Singh Hoy, k.cm.e.) was 
in the (Mia'ir. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Activities of the Factory Inspectorate. 

123. Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: (n) Will ih. Ifon’lde Minister 
111 (diai'ct* of th(' DepartiiH'id ol (^unnierce, Lahoni' and Ln(lustii(‘s he pleasiMl 
In state the inimlMU of K'cistered faetoii(‘s in H(Mi<»al in I9l(>-4Ti' 

{h) Tn how many sm h factori(*s have annual Indidavs as provid(*d under 
s('ction 4911 of th(‘ i^'aciofies Act (India Act XX\ of li)44) Ixam f^ranted K 

{(') Did the I nspectoral(‘ of h'aetor ies maK(* any ('iniuiry and k(‘(‘p any 
KM'oi'd r(‘<^ardm^“ tin* leave luhvs tor th<* workcMS existine in each of such 
laetoiies jtrevmiis to tlu' insertion oi ('hapter 1\’A, l''aetori(‘S Act, hy 
Faetorii'S Act, 194d (India Act 111 of 1944)? 

id) In how many iaetori(‘s the previous leave iuh‘s wa‘re more favoura])l(‘ 
to th(‘ workers than those p]-o\id(‘d under section 4911 (d’ tin* I''aetori(*s Aeti^ 

{(') Ate the employers ('ntitlcMl to otTs(‘t tin* p.iid fi'stival holidays which 
they used to ciaiit tn tlonr workers acainsi tliesi* annual Indidaysy Did 
(li(‘ (hnitial (lovernment issue an insliiictinii to this ( inveitimmit on this 
niattei 11 so, will the IlnrFhh* Minister jdease plac(* th(‘ sann* on the 
4 a I ) I e 

if) Did lh(* Inspectorate of Faclori(‘s institute any erKjiiiry whether the 
('mplover‘< ar(‘ comply inc- with the sard |>rn\ isions i^s indicated hy the (kmtral 
t jo\ eminent':' 

{(/) Is it not a fact that complaints wane made to tlie Fhi(‘f Inspector of 
Factories that some of the employers in Motor Industries have md, carried 
out tilt* sard provisions? It so, what actinn was taken in tin* mattt*!’? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’hl^e Mr. Shamsudd^n Ahmed): {a) 

Tin* nuinher of n*^isteied factori(*s on the 41st td' Decemher, J94(j, was 

2 , 179 . ^ . 

(h) hhj^aires for tin* yt'ai 191(i are not as y(‘t available. Sucli infoimaiiou 
will lie obtainable trorn the annual letuins lor that y(*ar when received. 

(c) An attemiit was made b\ the Factories Directorate during HMh io 
JM‘ertain which of tin* niorv liiipnitant lucbuies had holidays with pay 
schemes in exist(*nce. 

((/) The number of f ndories whose leave rul(*s leave l>eeii considered as 
providing benetits either substantially similar to or more favourable than 
those for whic h (liaider I V^\ makes provision and^ in respect of which 
exemption under section 49(4 has been granted is 12. 

86 
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(e) Employers are entitled to offset any paid festival holidays againsi 
ilie annual statutory holiday period j)rovided such festival holidays hapi>ei 
to come within that period. Moreover there is nothing in the Act to prevenl 
an employer from saying that he will not, in future, alh»w festival holidayf 
and it he breaks any contract in a<ding accordingly, he will sim])ly Ik 
liable to the ordinary pemaliies for breach of eontracd and to smdi rei)risab 
as the organisation of workers may enable them to make. I'lie Central 
(iovernment has issued instructions to the Tb’ovineial (lovernment in this 
matter. A (^opy of the relevant ])ortion of the (foveriiment of India, 
Department of liabour, letter containing the iustnndlons is placecl on the 
Table. 

(/) No general en(iuiry has been instituted but enquiries have been made 
in regard to specdtic eases when complaints have been received. 

if/) (’omplainta have heen re<‘eived by the (diit‘f Inspector of Factories 
regarding certain emjdoyers in the Alolor Industries resj)ecting non- 
ad lieren<*e to the provisions and the (‘omplaints are still under Investigation 
with the estahlishment concerned. 


Statement referred to in rejthf to elanse (e) of question No. I2d. 

The (luestion whether the worker is entitled to a holiday for the i)urpoaes 
of sub-seciion {2) of section 4TA of the Factories Act has io b(‘ answered in 
the liglit of circumstances in eacdi case. Although the workejs have no 
statutory right to holidays on festival occasions, it may be assumed that such 
holidays are normally enjoyed under a contract of service, exj)i'ess or' 
ini])lied. ^bheir enjoyment in fact represmits “a iisagt‘ so gcmual and well 
understood in fact, with reference to the business, plact' and class of persons, 
that th(‘ parties are presum<‘d to hav(‘ made theii- coirtract with tacit rcd'ei- 
ence to it and to hav(‘ intembnl to be govauiKMl l)y it in tin* same wa\ and 
to the same extent as other like persons in like cas<*s” (Follock on (-ontracts, 
11th edition, page LM)(»). It may, therefore*, he assumed that festival holi- 
days are* holidays to which a worker is somehow (*ntitled within the mean- 
ing of Hub-se(‘tion {2) of S(*(‘tion 4bA. It is chara(*t»*r‘isl ic of a festival 
holiday that it falls due at a certain time* of tin* year (may be varir*d trom 
year to ye^ar) aurl if tin* worker is entitlerl to <‘nje\y it at all in* is entitled to 
enjoy it at or ahout that lime. For <*xam)dt*, his right to e'tijoy a holi<lay 
at Ihissefim is not sim|dy a right to one day’s holiday but a right to mre 
day’s holiday on a certain <late. If, therefene, a worker wer*e entitled to one 
festival Indiday in one month, three in the s<*co]nl, twf) in tin* third, and 
four in the fourth month,, his t*njoyment of lit days consecutive holidays as 
ie(|uired by the A<*t in any other month would not depiivi* him of the right 
to his festival holidays when they fall due; tor, if it did, the jrrovisionH of 
(jhaj»t<*r IVA would lie operating to tin* prejudice of his other rights, which 
is forbiddeir by sub-section {2) of section 4!)A. If, on the other hand, the 
period of his consecutive holidays for H> days included one or more festival 
holidays to which he would have be<*n entitled in any (*ase, tln*ie would lx* 
no prejudice to bis rights if he got no other holidays instead of the festival 
holidays, for he would still enjoy a festival holirlay, even though it formed 
part of ;ind was absorbed in his statutory holidays under Chapter IVA. 
So tar as the number and timing of the holidays is concerned, the effect of 
sub-section (2) of sectidn 49A is that a worker should' not, by reason of 
getting con8e(*utive holidays at one time of the year, be deprived of the 
holidays which he had a right to enjoy at any other time of the year. If 
the worker has right to so many holidays in a year but not at a particular 
time or if he had a right to a holiday on a date falling wuthin his consecutive 
holidays, his stalutory consecutive holidays may be set off against and 
include these holidays. Thus the whole or part of the consecutive holidays 
may sometimes be an addition to other holidays to which the worker is 
entitled and may sometimes be in substitution for, or absorb, such other 
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holidays as fall due within the period of the consecutive holiday, or do not 
fall due on any particular dale. There is, however, nothing in the Act to 
prevent an ejuployer from saying that he will not, in future, allow festival 
holidays, and it he breaks any contraid in acting ac<'ordingly, he will sim]dy 
be liable to the ordinary penalties for breach of contract, and to sucli 
rci)risal8 as the organisation of workers may enabh them to make. 

Sub-section (2) of s(‘ction 49A does not ap:* ar to preserve for all time 
holidays to which workers were entitled wImi Act III of 1945 came into 
force; it should be read as it the words “for the time being” were inserted 
after the word “may”. 

Mr* 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN; AVill the llon’ble Minister pl(*a8e say 
why though one year has ela]>sed aftt‘r the ]»assing of this Act no enquiries 
have been inadt* ;vet or any g(*mual investigation has been made on the 
question of non-granting of leave Have any enquiries been madeH 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 am sorry, I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Was any ])ros(*cnlion made* under this 
Act by the Factory Inspector against any recalcitrant factoiy? 

The Hon’hle Mr, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Not within my cognisance. 

I would rather ask for notice. 

Institution of proceedings under section 49E of the Factories Act. 

124. Mr. 8ATISH CHANDRA SEN: b/) AVil! Ih^ ll.m'ble Minister in 
fhai’ge of tin* Jliquii tmcnt of Fommerc(‘, Labour and I ndnsi i'i(*s be pleased 
to state wliether tlu* (fovernment have laid down any ruhvs for the institution 
of the pioeeedings eontc'iii [ilati'd umhu* seidimi -19^ (d the* k'aetories Aet and 
lh(! forum in which such proceedings shouhl be institut(*(l ? If so, will he 
])lease statt; the sanieP 

(h) Did the Department of Inspector of Factories institute any proctHaL 
ings against any cmployei- umler sisditm 49K of the h'aetoiics A< t r* If so, 
will he ]d(‘asc state t!ie names of such employ^Ts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) No mbs have been 
framed by (jovernment as yet as regards the procedure for tlie institution of 
pioeeedings contemplated undei' section 49K of the h^ietories (Amendmeiil) 
Act, 1945. Rules will be framed shortly. The authority under tlie Pay- 
ment of Wages Aet will be the forum for sucli proceedings. 

(h) No. 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: Will the llon’ble Minister say when 
he will be in a position to lay down the pnaedure for institution of cases 
and (iroseemtion? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: In 2 t(» d months every- 
thing will be ready; rules wonhl liave bt^en framed and in the jointed 
aiiswtT T have already said that the authority umh^r the ruyment of Wages 
Act will be the forum for smdi ])ro(H*eding8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. * 

« • 

POINT OF INFORMATION. 

Lawlessness at Bhola and Kurigram. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, 1 promised 
to make some statements regarding the allegation that there was lawless- 
ness in the Bhola subdivision of the district of Bakarganj and regarding some 
alleged defilement of images or temples iu the subdivision of Kurigram in 
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the fldstrict of Raiiffpur. So far as the Bhola affair is concerned Govern- 
ment have no information about lawleHsin‘8s prevalent there. Everythino 
appears to be normal now. As re‘»‘ard8 Kuri^rani 12 cases were reported t(j 
the District Maf^istrate alle^^iiif^ defilement of temples that were situated 
within the polic^e-stations of Kuri^ram and TTlij)ur. The first six cases were 
referred to on the Idth April in a rejjort received from a <»‘ejitlenum of that 
locality and in his list lie also ^mve facts alxmt three oilier incidents and 
this was reported to the Subdivisional Otficer, Kurij^fram, by a letier. Of 
these three incidents one related to the looiin;j;’ of a Hindu hawker’s 
sw’eetmeats in the hat. This was em|uired into by the Otiic(‘i;-in-(‘harpre of 
the police-station and it was found that the cloth of his small shoii cau^^ht 
fire from the hiri of some unknown man wlimi some /ml-^oin^’ Hindu and 
Muslim boys took away tin; sweets valueil at one ru])ee or two ruiiees. At 
that time no informai«jon was lod^'cd wilh the [lolii^e. It was only in a 
letter that this incidemt w'as n'portixl. The oilier ridattxl to about ijO Hhatia 
Muslims who came to Jatrapur by boat on their way to Assam. These 
peo])le were alleged to have forcibly plucked j^n'en cocoanuts from some 
trees l>elon^inp to the Hindus in sjiite of protests. Tlii'se people came into 
the Bmuhir and dmnandml at cost juice thes(‘ cocoanuts. Hein^‘ afraid of 
their attitude the Hindu owners a^rixMl to j^ivi* thi‘se (‘oeoanuts at tliat jiriei^. 
The matter was emjuired into by the (’iicle ()Hie(*r and the Sub- DejiTity 
Maj?istrate and in tbeir report th(‘y say that those 10 jieojile of Bhalia paid 
only 4 annas or S annas for the <*ocoanuts tlii'y plindvcd and they also 
purchased rice worth 5 ru])(*es and odd annas but jiaid only 5 rupees and 
did not pay the balance of odd annas. And therefore the local Hindus 
there became panicky and they admitted that th(‘ menibeis of the local 
majority community *^hav<* always maintained and an; still maint.aini 
cordial relationshiji with tliem and that they fi'ansl no harm fi'om the local 
jieople. This was another im-ident. Th(‘ third casi* ndated to the forcible 
takirifjT away of lb bales of jute from a nu'ndiant in Nunkhawa. This was 
enquinnl 'into by the ()tficer-in-(dmr<^e of Na^eswaii jiol lc(‘-stat ion and it 
transpinnl that this was a case of dacoity and thei-e was nolhin;.^- communal 
in th(‘ affair apart from simple jianii*. In two other imidmits there was 
some definite alleviation of tcunple defilement. The tmniiles (bdibxl mostly 
consiisted of the usual shells measurinji' d-4 cubits in size in whii h tlu' imajics 
of (fods after worship are laid and th(!y remain (M)m|)letely uncared for-. 
There has of course been one case of removal of two old Shiva Jin (/as of a 
respectable Hindu family. One of these has already bmm found in the 
family tank and it is hojKxl that the reinaiii'invi one will also be found. 
'I’here are definite reasons to believe that it is a case of family disjmte. In 
the other cases of allevicd (hdilement the matti'r was ri'ported to the Sub- 
divisrional Officer after tlii;ce months of the incidents liaviny' allev^ed to have 
taken jilace. 

In the areas, namely, IHipur and Kuriv»ram, from where these reports 
have been received, it is said that thme is a ci-rtain i»entle!nan, a certain 
non-Muslim v^^imtleman , who yields considerabh* inffueiice there, it is his 
])racti(^e to create a,<>itation. In the year HM-b ho reported certain facts 
in the newspapers Avhich wen* found to be absolutely false by the then 
District Majjristrivte after a personal iiuiuiry and the then District Maj^istrate 
wanted to prosecute him, but the jjrenth'iuan (lisajipeared from that area and 
therefore no prosi'cution could be launclu'd. So far as the jiresent situation 
is concerned the ])isti'ict Maj^ristrate’s apjireciation is that when he visited 
Kuriv’Tam he also went to the local Bar Library and stayed there two hours, 
but nobody made any comjdaiiit . The Subdivisional Officer and other 
officers also uniformly hold the same view that the communal ndations there 
are satisfactory and conkial. Idle District Mavristrate went throuf^h the 
areas of Kurivifram and IHipur and halted at tlie police-stations, but no 
indication of communal tension was visible there and no complaint was 
made to him. The relatioushij) between the communities seems to. be more 
or less normal and cordial. 
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So far as the other 'iiicidGiiifi are roiieenied which are still under iiivesti- 
.niticm, additional police forces liave been posted in Oie aftc(‘<ed aieas so as to 
.Cec that there is no panic and the matter of invest ij4-a lion is beinj;' [)ursued. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: What arc the aifected arcasP 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: and Kmi-iam. AH 

these re[)orts of incid('nts ]»avc ('onu* (roni \ ijmr and Knii^iain pcdij'c- 
stations. There are altof^idhcr 112 iinidioit'. reported; llina* of them have 
((inn' from Kuri^ram and !) from Flipur. I Iiave aliead\ icplied that some 
of these inoifrents have been impiired into and s<nn<‘ <*thers ari‘ iindei in<(ni?y 
and investigation. Hut it setuns to me v»‘iv liKel\ that most ot tlunn hav^^ 
IxM'ii cn; 4 'ineercd by tlie desi^iiin^ biaifis of certain persons wlio are (“ivatinp 
th'is agitation for tlieir own ends, d'liis c<»ncludes my statmiient. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I ask the llon’bh' Minister a few 
(juestions with regard to Jiis statmnentP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No supplementary ijiuvstions should be asked. Hut 
if you want clarification of any point, you can ask for it. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank vou, Sir. 1)(m>s tlie llon'ble 
Minister rcniMse that h(‘ has practically admitted tin' h.^jpeiiin*: of the 
incidimts reiiortmlP It is no ^’ood thnovino- the Idame on agitation or on 
agitators; but 1 w^ant to know wlndhm’ after these* im nh'iits had taken ]»!acc 
any arrests have so far been made with repaid to lh<‘m:'' 

JhQ Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I liave ivplird that some cd' these 
inci(b*nis are undc'r in V(‘st i^at ion but that in n'speci ol the other incnb'nts 
(}ov(‘rnment have found that these* are a re*sult ed iamil.\ dispute' In one 
case tw'o Shiva littf/as W(*rc re*m(ev(*el freim the* te*m|de' and wi'ie* teeiiml in 
the family tank, there was a lon^-standin^- elispute* bctwe'e'ii tlie* two lamihe'S 
with ivaard to that, and se> it is the* e.pinieen, afte'r elm* •jn\e‘sti-alie.n, that 
this is a result of a fam-ily, a elemie*stie* feml and imt an eMemireme* arising 
end of communal rcasem or t(‘nsie)n. Ami se) far as tin* edlie'r eases are e-em- 
eerned 1 have sa-jd that after inve*sli-atmn d was lound that d wms m.i a 
inu'stion of tempi.- .lefilemeiit. It was a .|Ueslioii ol Okiiip' a«ay .■.■ilairi 
lliines at, less than e<.st price an. I a llimln liawker s slal heiap Iminf «lneli 

,„a.le him incur a loss of lis. 12. Hut that uas 

/,i,u and it was not a eommnnal i.iei.lent ami no ,|uestmn oi tempi, 
.lefilemenl was there eilher. Then, w.-re sp..,-,l,.- j' "'’-'j 

th.-in have la.en found to he .lue to a lamdy tr.nihl.- ami ..th.is an. still 

under iiivestij^atioii. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 


is the Ma;. 


The Hon’We Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: .o pr.-s.-nl the Dislei.-I MaHisIrale 
is Mr. ishaque. 

Mr LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, y<ni will realise* that e‘ve*n in ease* of 

a tSlv feml it is imp..ssllde for a parly lo tak.- avay (h.* Siva /,n„.i am 
a tamily len 1 II 1 i „) |l„. |)i>lri,i 

dro]) li- .. family I'.-ml d i-< impossdd.- lo supff.-Hl, that 

o.uM’.aHy'^ would take away Ih.- Siva /<»,<;« ami .lioy d h. Ilie lauk^that is 

the last th-iiif; they woul.l .hi. 

u„iki. u- unHAMMED ALI: 1 think a hat has lii-eM said 1^- 
» I l).w is mM!."div eor.e,l. Hut in .ase ol a family f.-.nl 

Mr. lii.lit (dian.lra . ,.v.-rvlhinK is po.ssild.- an.l p.-.iph- .an to 

when there is family ‘ ‘''X ’,,.1 ,1,;,, il may he 

tsiuXt i^Varir-noved the Siva -in family feud anythin, can 
happen. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of the statement made hy 
the .Finance Minister I formally withdraw the adjournment motion reji^ard- 
iiig Bhola. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of withdrawing^ your adjourn- 
ment motion. Your adjournment motion was never admitted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; You said that you would consider it 

Mr. PRESIDENT; All ri^lit go on. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With regar.l to Bhola aliair has the 
Ilon’hle Ministcj' got any report from the Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI . Yes, as soon as 1 promised t(» 
make a statement I sent a radiogram and got a report that there is nothing 
un usual 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: There is no lawlessness? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, th( ‘re is no lawlessness. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, on a point of another 'information 
We have h(‘en iriforiiK'd that fldO I’unjahi police have heeii hiounht he?t 
within a week. May we kn(>w whether it is correct 

The Hofl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is, Sir, anotlier question 
altogether. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, tin* Ilon’hh* M-jnister is prepared to 
answer a short-notiirh (jucstion if you put it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right. Sir. But he can reply to my 
f]uestion now without wasting the timt; of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin ‘re is no (jiieshion of wasting the lime of the 
House. I think it is Ix'tter to juit a short-notice (|uestion if you so desiri*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information. Sir. 1 ])ut 
a qiK'stiou soim* t.iiiK! ago as t<» how many (|uestions wert‘ jnit, how many 
answered and how many r(‘maiii(M] unanswered. 1 have been suj)})1ii‘d with 
a note about it. It app(*ars from the list that the number of (|uest*ions 
outstanding is 12!) which remaim‘d unanswered. 1 should like to he in- 
formed whetlier then' is any (diance (d‘ the Ministers tak-ing special steps to 
answer as many questions as }K)Ssible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAfLUR RAHMAN; (jiovernment will try to answer 
as many questions as possihli*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I may say in this conm'ction that, W'itli 
a large number (d‘ Barliamentary Secretaries appointed now, the JMinisters 
oug-ht. to bi‘ able to answt^r (juesiions more (expeditiously. As a maH('r of 
fact whim tliei'c were f«‘w Ibirl iainentary Seendaries and when tliere was no 
Parliamentary Secretary at all the ijuestions used to he answered ri'gularly 
and in a much ^piaMliiu- time than now. So when tliere are so many Ihirlia- 
nnmtary Secridaries there is no iTason why so many questions should go 
over to unothim session to be answered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TOZLUR RAHMAN: My fridol Mr. Das shmdd 
realise that the answering of qut'slions do(*s md depend on the Bari iamentarv 
Secretaritxs or the Ministers alone. The information sought is to 1)(‘ collectt'd 
and gathered and authoritative information is to be given; and as soon as 
this information is gathenai information is given to the House. Not only 
that it is the general order that the Legislative business parhicularly with 
regard to answering of questions will have to be given jjrefereiice over all 
other business, unless of course there is anything emergent. 
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Mr. SINGH NAHAR: May I draw your attention, Sir, to the 

,,m‘stu)ns that an* oulstaiidiuo roncernin^r tlie Civil Suiiplies Department 
n.ore are 4h (luestinns mitstaiid.ir.- and some are outstamlinjr sinee ItOd, 
liMI, ]J4o— -so lono an-o, Ihe Mnuster-iu-eliai>re should try to answer at 
least some ot the ({U(‘stioiia. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I- -moans that tho ,,nosti»n is 

„l KMoh a nature (liat it invulves oerlain in l.u m.il ion to lie eolleete.l and that 
fetpMres some time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Imt tht*re are (jiiestions wliieh have been out- 
staiMlinn' tor a very lono- tiim*, for a niimher of years. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: All Sir. I shall draw 

the ait(*nlion of the Jlon’hle Minister for ('i\il Supplies to tli-js faet. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Su*, p<*rmit iik* to mention anotlu'i' thinj.^. 
There an* some (jiiestions eoneernino- the t hief Minist(*r’s 1 h'partnient and 
some of them an* (mtstamlino- fnmi lh4.‘I. Altogether th(*re an- ;;4 (jm‘stions 
and the Chi(*f Minister could hav«* ans\v(*n*d th(*m. 1 nnd.'istand tin* Chief 
Minist<*r has four lhnliaim*ntary S(‘eretaim*s to In'l]) Imn. It cannot In* 
ar^iK'd that information is hein;.; ^•athen*d in all the eases. I snhmit that 
hefore thesi* 1‘arliamentary S(*en*tarit*s, wen* appidnled tin* (piesfions were 
heino* answeied mon* s|n*e(hl\. ddie Standing' Uideis an- Im-iiih' d isivm;, rded 
hy Ihe Covt-rnim-nt. This is not at all en-dilahle for tin* ( (overnnieirt. 

The Hon*hle Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: As I have aln*adv said 'jnstt‘ne- 
lions will 1)(* issiiod to tin* l)<*partnn*Mts eoneerm*d to (^xjH'ditd* the answ(*T’s 
to (he (pu-stions which an* lon^ outstainlino' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We now haek to tin* Hill, Mr Sanyal. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 Ian to move t hat a ft(‘r siih- 
(laus(* i'J) (d elanse I of (he Hill, the l<dlowin^' snh-claiisi* he adiled, 

namely : — 

ll shall conn* into form* on such dati* as may he indalicd aflci .lime, 

M14J).” 

Sir, the n-ason for my moving (his amendm(*nt is that tin* Hrit ishers 
have p,i\en tin* dead liin* in .Inrn*, IIMS, to <jiiit India and tin* new (iovi-in- 
nient crcati'd will certainly take at h-asi one year to S(‘llle down, d'he opc-ra- 
tion of this Act is only possible after .Inrn*, l!MtI| at (In* earliest, d'hcre 
may he (diaii^cs (d‘ a fai-r(*a( hin*^’ cfl(*ct in tin* meant inn*. 1dn* whole plan 
(d the Hill may lx* u]»set and may Jiava* to he r<‘vised and thus then* is no 
hurry, ddn* IHIl (*veii 'if is pass(*d hy tin* Council in this si-ssion will snn‘ly 
he in tin* Assemhiy for a loii;^' tiim*. ddn* eln'i'ished hope of s(*ein^' a sta<.»in‘^ 
of a w alk-ont either in tin* ( ’oiineil f>r in tin* As.s(*mhly and |»assin ;4 this Hdl 
hy fluke* will lx* a myth. Therefon* the Hill will not enn*r;^e out of the 
lieo'islat lire before 1II4(S or by the end of HM7. Tln-n* an* nmn* important 
works iiivid viiiji: lh(* lif(* and (b*ath which would certainly k(‘(*ji tin* operation 
of the A(‘t in tin* background. Afy amendment is very simpb* awd very 
reasonable and it should be aeee]ded by (In* House. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amemlmeni moved that aft(*r sub-elause ( 1 ^) of 
clause 1 of the Bill, the followin'.;* sub-elau.se lx* addt-d, nann*ly: — • 

“(J) It sliall come into force ou such date as may be notifi(*d after .Tune, 

1949.” 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: I support this amendment. 
This Bill seeks to introduce; so momentous and far reaeliiiif^ elian^es .in the 
rural economy of Bengal that the Government should not hurry the Bill 
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tlirou^h tli(‘ Lt'^^nslutun; and proceed with le^^islative measures like the pre- 
sent one, as ])ar1i1ion of Henj^ul ajipears now to be an accompHshed fad. 
'Jdiis is a very modest demand “that it shall (anne into force on such date as 
may la* notilied after June, J94fl.’’ Tlie passing- of this Hill means tin* 
ilirnstin^- of Ic'^^aeies of a j»artisan and coiiimnnal ministry uj)on a new 
mlministration that will (‘ome into existence in the western i>art of the 
{)rovinee. (heat <hanj^-es aie happen in Bengal. Why theie 

should be this eau(‘'aess on the ]>art ol the (government to aeuuire lands in 
West Bengal Why slmuld they not wait at least till the day the Daiiualai 
Valley lb()j«*et mat,erialis(*s ami see how that s(‘hem(* works. A‘t least up till 
that day this Itill can wait. The Bill in cjiieslion, if passed into law, will 
(b‘al a dealh blow to tin* entire middle <*lass of the rural ])oj)ulation who 
invested ea]iitai in lands in tin* hope of u'ehicU’ Jirofits thereof, from genera- 
tion to generation irresptu'ti ve of communities. 1 appeal to the llon’ble 
Minist(‘r to aee(*pt this am<*ndmenl at least, and savi* the country and society 
from many untoward situations. ()(h(‘rw'ise jxiJitieal and socdal rejiercus- 
sioiis on lh<* i»?-ovui(*(‘ will be so tr(‘mendous that it wdll be very diltieuit to 
(|uell tin* mi nation afterwards. Uie immediate ('Ifect of the policy of iho 
communal ministry has alr(‘ady b(‘en di.sastrous for the province. Ev(‘ry 
action has its inevitabh* r(‘a<‘tion. Our est('(‘m<‘d friend, the Jj(‘ader of the 
Ibmse, nniy have a A1 id-sumim*!' N-i^ht’s JJrt'am that he will crush “tin* 
caste llindli oligarchy” of W<*sl lb‘n^al by this Bill, but liis dream will b<* 
falsified As 1 have* alr(‘ady said, if the elementary rights of the ])eoj)h‘ 
art* sou^^'ht. to lx* taken away, “the caste Ihndu oligarchy” of West Beii'.jul 
will talv(‘ this and eonsid(‘i- this as a challen<^e and tlu'y know liow to lak(* 
that challenf^c* lyinu*down 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Onh*!*, ord(*r, Uai Bahadur, J do not think it is 
quill* I'oh'vant to tin* amendment before the House. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: lie lias already said someth'in;.^’ 
and 1 am rc'plyinu’ tc that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 Wduhl advise you to h*ave that point out. What 
the Leader of the Ilousi* said yesterday was Jeplit‘d to 1)\ the Opposition when 
the Oiqiosition ;^<)t tin* chance. Now’ 1 do not think your obsi'ivat'ion is (|uite 
relevant- to the motion belon* the House. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: 'Fhen 1 shall bette*r sit down. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: This is a v(*ry nice am(‘ndment that has 
bei'ii put by our frii'iid .Mr. Charu ('handra Sanyal. Wv know that this 
is not the rif^lil t-iine to inlroduet* this Bill and even wdn*n the Bill is jiassed 
into law this is not the l*jnie to put it into action. Now the whole ol the 
judvinee is in turmoil, ddiese Bills and hese improvements aijm*d at th(*n*in 
art* only jiossible when tlu're is absoliilt* peat'c when one can ajqily his mind 
to the inipno emenis. Am! when the (lovernment really u'ef'^ hei[» from tin* 
local iieopb* tht'ii anil then only imjnovements of the country (‘an be taken 
in hand and done. S-ir, w(* know' that during' tin* wair period, in tlie jieriod 
of tuinioil then* were ()rdinanet‘s and tln‘re was one of the Ordinances, as 
we know, to o-row more lood. If\ this Ordinanei* the (lovernment (amid have 
taken various lands and could have consolidated them for the purpose of 
eult-ivat'ion. Tlu‘Te was tin* provision, but the (lovernment did not do any- 
thing- at that time. Whyr' 'J’houuh there w'as the poWer with the (iovern- 
ment why the (lovernment could not iUiprove the lands or did not ^o on 
ivitli their scheme of “(Irow' More Food” in the.se parts wbiidi our Minkster- 
ii!-ehaide now claim to be waste land and he has said that waste lands should 
not be allowed to lit* waste any further. The reason is this that durin*'’ 
the war period, which was an abnormal period, no mprovement (‘oiild really 
be etVected, but (‘ven 'it (lov(‘rnnient wished to jiass or actually pa.saed a 
measure like this at a time when the whole nation w'as on a different side, 
that is, was tliinkiu”' of other thiuos, and they cannot therefore apply their 
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tlK- ‘■'’unt'-y. it could 

V. 1 ' i*" ■* « aWutely impossible tor Oovermueut 

or for tlre*people tp apply tbeir minds to anvtliiun for tlie improvements that 
ha.ve beup suKoested in the Bill ami thenW the peHod 
has been, rx^tly suff„ested in the amendmefft. , We know that the British 
Government have declared that they are quittnig India by Jiyie, 1948, bu( 
we do not know what the tafe of Bengal .i..i be. It .may 1* partitioned 
or may not be partitioned ; it may be pakistaoised or may not be mliistanjsed, 
or It may reqiain with th<i Indian ITiiioii. We may clamihme-thmg’butms 
get another. We do not know what is going to ha]),.eii until alettlemeni 
finally comes in. It will not be possible e-itlier for this Government or for 
the people to make any such improvement as has bet‘n suj*j^«8tefl in th(‘ Bill 
Therefore, it is most apiiropriate. (Interruptions.) You luiow dt very- well 
that this side of the House does not a»Tee to its provisions, thou^^f it unrees 
with the priiiei])le of the Bill that waste lands should not be allowed to lie 
waste because it is really waste of the wealth of th<> nation, l)u1 in order 
to make these waste lands cultivable sucli a (‘ominuual BiH should not be 
allowed to come in in any jiart of tlie jiidvince or in India or even in any 
other country for that matter. This Bill has a motive behind it uliich we 
suspect and which will prevent the Bdl from hein^ wojked. You will have 
to face stronn- opposition from different parts of tliis country specially from 
tliose pfirts where you want to introduce this Bill at the very bcKinuinV. So 
wc support the amendment that the words should Ix' added, so that no 
mischief eaii be done or even if it is triixl to do mischief this will not create 
any further tiouhlc in the minds of the peo])b‘. Hence this addition should 
be inade in this clause. If after dtim*, 1949, it is at aW tlioii^rht fit to brint? 
this Bill into operation, it may be done then, and not before. 

With these words I support the amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I am j-lad that Mr. Nahar 
admits that Jie accejits the jirineiple that no land sliould be allowed to lie 
waste, as it will mean a waste of national wealth. That, Sir, -is the justi- 
fication as to why this Bill should b(‘ passed into law immediately, and 
waste laijidK should not be allowed to lie wasti* even for a moment, if 
possilile. 

Sir, with re<^anl to the (juestion that Ben^^al ma\ he jiartitioned or may 
not be jiartitioned, that is beside* the jioint. The? thino' to he elliefiy con- 
»idered is that il is a beneficial law, and (hat is wh\ we are ^'■oiim- to place 
it on the statute book. It Beno-al i,s ooinn- to lx* divided then the new 
Government will a])ply the law it it thinks tit. The new l(‘),*‘islature may 
also amend it or repeal it even. But this does wit mean that L am to 
acee])t the position at the instance of the opfiosition that because then* i.s an 
impendirm- constitutional clmiin'c all sorts of beneficial Ief»-isIation should be 
stopped, for iii that case the whole administration will coim* to a standst-ill, 
I cannot accept that position, and therefore I op})ose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (question befoie the House is that after suh- 
clause (2) ot clause 1 of the Bill, the tol lowing- sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

“(o) It shall come into force on such date as may be notified after June, 

1949”. 


The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 11. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. kanilnl Kumar Dutta , 

IW Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maura 

Hr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Ray 

87 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sinyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sao 
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iiOES—24. 

^r. Abdulla-ahMahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmad 
Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 
Mr. Syed Badrudduja %, 

Rai Bahadur Dhireqdra UiT««pafm 
Mr. Mofizem fiossain Chdwdhury^ 

Mr. Hamidul |pua fl j l m MHilIfy 
Mr. Syed Fazle RBblft^ChQpdhury 

fUdT^aharnwi^ha 
Mr. B, 0. Doyne " 

M#.^ At M. Shahoodul Haque 
Mr. G. J. K. Hoak 

'' Aiyt'S bein^’’ 11. aiid Noes 24, the motion was lost. 

PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would ask you whether dt is 

possible now to oppose the motion. Can I speak now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can oppose it by voting. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want to speak. I had amendia^t to 
the effect that this clause be deleted. But you ruled that out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, that was a negative amendment and so dt was 
out of order. 

« 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Very well, Sir. I bow to your ruling. 

But MOW you are puttijig the clause finally and I want to speak against the 

motion that this clause do not form part of the Bill and I snail briefly state 
%ny reasons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, our practice in this House has not been 
very consistent. Someiimes I find that amendments that a clause be deleted 
' have been allowed ; sometinies such amendments have not been allowed, but 
I think that on j>rinciple amendments that a clause itself be deleted should 
not be allowed. Thai ds really the practice. If it relates to the deletion 
of a sub-clause it is allowed but if it relates to the deletion of the clause 
itself it is never allowed in the Parliament. As such your amendment 
No. I was out of order. But now as T have put the motion that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill you can speak on that. 

Mr. I^ALIT CHANDRA DA8: Thank you, S-ir. I think, Sir, clause 1 
should not form part of the Bill. There is a law already in existence and 
that is the Tiand Accjuisition Act of 1894. Sir, that Act is applicable to the 
whole of India Tliat Act stdll holds the field. Sir, so far as this Bill is 
<*oncerned, it is neither an amending Bill nor a repealing Bill. This Bill 
is not amending’ that Act of 1894 nor does -it repeal that Act. So that Act 
remains in force. That Act remaining in force action could have been taken 
to acquire lands including waste lands and all other kinds of land under that 
Act and there is no bar to the authority of the Government taking away the 
waste laqds at proper market value and not for a mere song as you want to do 
under this Bill as laid down in clause 18. This is one^ ground why I am 
pleading that clause 1 oT this Bill should be deleted alto'gether. Then, Sir, 
there is another reason why this clause should not form part of the Bill. It 
Wi^n’t do for the ^linister in charge of the Bill ostrich-like to hide his head 
underneath the sand and refuse to see things around. If he would see things 
around, he would find that many changes are ahead and very great changes 
will take pla(*e in the course of a month. In the course of a month, Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Bevnue Minister will be in a position to know where he stands and 
where we stand. In the course of a month we shall surely know whether as a 
matter of fact he has got jurisdiction at all to frame this law and then to 


Hon’ble Mr. 8aiy«9 Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

'"Mr. Latafat Hossain 
L Mr. Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 
The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddin Pathan 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Moulvf Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 
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,iie ahead and witliiii tins yeiy ^ ^ ^ 

he Jjlliislei-ill-rlu.ixe «iil he aide (r> m'.. wllf%,-V has "(it any imwer t(. 
legislate over all the waste lamls „t Heiigal part^Iai^v <d ^Vest Hiaigid. Very 
great things are ahead ^ len swee|.ing eh ,..ge. at^ htaiSd, it is bat meet 
and inoiier that the Jinn hie Minister in eharge ot the Bhl should h^ave 
imt.enee to wait and not try to toree hl.s Bill a„d eSten.h if to 'tke Vhor^,of. 
Bengal Sir it is not an urgent matter; it is not a nieastife that should 
be pushed through m spite ni the opposition of the vast majority of the 
people aheeted 11, M est Bengal in spite ot the opposithm ot the non- 
Muslims ot Bengal and theretore I submit that it sbouhl not be made 
applicable at al to Bengal unless tilings clear up whieh. We hope will be ^ 
made (dear in the .•oiirse ot a month. In view ot the partition of Bengal 
and two minis ries which are likely to come soon th.-v will hav.' no iiirisine- 
lion to forimi ate laws covering the nhole of Bengal, With these worder^ 
Sir, I move that the clause be (It'ieted. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you eaiiot move llial 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All ri;»hT Sir 
oppo^^he iiisert-ioii of this clause in the Bill! 


tlu' claufte be dt'leted. 
ATitb fhes(* words I 


Mr.-KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, it we lock at ific Bill one will be 

iiicdiued to think that aj.purcntly its leal object is to secure benefits for the 

]»eo]de at larpe. On the pniicijdi' ot the Bill one would not liiid 

any p^round to object to, but on a cbiser vsciul'in\ it will be fbnnd (hat the 

Oovernment has been ill-advi^cd to launch Ibll o| this (diaractcr whic.h 
is of preat magnitude and potency at this turn* in the country. It cannot be 
denied— and we must lie trank that the wlndc thiiip* dejiends up(,n i\u^ method 
dn which the Bill is worked, is ojieiatc'd. And there is al)solutel\ no dmibt 
about the fact that there is mistrust in the country, jx^uple eanliot b(‘ln*ve 
in each other, so that whatever may be the avowf'd' objia t of the Bill when 
it will be actually put in ojicration it will not be foi tlic b(*nefi( of the 
people 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, IS it la'rniiN.siblc on this 
motion to s])eaJi on the juincijde of the Bill^ 


Mr, PRESIDENT: lie is sjieakinp on the clansi' itself. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Titeie is ipi ^tl list at jueseiit and t 
hojie and believe that it may be i-emove<l, otlierwisi* a didetni hj^tory is 
waitiiip' for the whole jirovince ot Bcnpal. And it tloue is that mistrust 
in woikiiip out the Bill preat mascincf will be doio', that is seriously a])i>i-e- 
bended by one section ot the jicople ot Bcnpal. Idic pio\isions of the Bill 
are such that if the macliineiy \^liieli is to A\ork thmn out were imlimMl to 
w’ork mdstdiief on one jiart of the jx'ople it could lx* casil\ dom*. That is 
why I say that this is not the time wiien this Bill should, be enacted. If 
some speedy remedy was aimed at it <ould be very easily jirovided by a 
short amendinp Bill, anieiidinp' the Lam! Actpiisiliori Act. But ii^st(?ad of 
doinp- so, a very elaborate Bill with (daborate provisions is beinp^ tried to be 
enacted and that tot) at a time wlien every action of the juesent ministry ia 
be-inp* looked upon with suspicion which is unfortunate but which is never- 
theb*ss a fact. So it is not tlie pTojicr time whtm this ITM should at all lie 
converted into an Act and with these observations I w^fmld say that the 
administration, the ministry, would be well-advised not to jness the passiin/if 
of the Bill at the present stap-e. Even if the Jlill be passed in thi.s House 
it must p-o to the other House and then machinery has to lie set up fo wank 
out the B-ill and even with the utmost exjmditiori this Bill could not bo put 
into o])eration within two years and duiinp- this jieriod of two years tin* 
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whole history of India may chang;e(y Wh^t ifi^the good of eifacting a 
law like that in ^hese circumstances rt. law of such magnitude and such 
importan(;e should not attempted to be put on the legislative anvil of any 
countty at a crit#al period in 'the hislory of that country. This is, Sir, 
not the time for such a law, *the apparent object of wdiich is the benefit 
of the^coftimon p^ple — ^ 

Mr. PReSlDEHT: May I just interrupt you for a minute? Those 
. observations of ^ours slio^d be reserved for the third reading. Here we 
are considering the motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. So your 
observations should he as fat as possible relevant to that particular motion. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If the clause is deleted then 
whether t^e Bill is passed or not that is the question. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I am thankful to my friend for saying 
that if this clause' is deleted the rt‘st of the Bill will not be concerned at 
‘ all. I say that the obje(‘l for opposing this clause is that the (xovernmenl 
•would not ])ress for 4;he pass»ing of the law and that would shut out all fur- 
ther disc.dssion about the Bill. 

Mr. g. C. “SEN: Ma> I, Sir, say a few words? From the discussion 
that we are having now it a])pears that there is considerable amount of 
Biis])icion in th^ mind of the members of the Opj)osition and for that purpose 
amumber of amendments have been put. I w<mld ask whether a compromise 
is not pf)ssible in the matter, because I understand that on principle 
practically aUnost all sides agree that there are some waste lands which 
fihould bo* put into cultivation and there are landle.ss cultivators who should 
be provided with lands. So the principb* is accepted. The ([iiestion is that 
there is c(‘rtain suspicion, may be fair or may be unfair, whatever it may 
be and it is for that reason th(‘ Op]K)sitiou is preventing the passage of this 
Bill. So under the circumstances is it possibh‘ for the ITon’ble Minister to 
have a discussion at this stage with the Opposition and to see which of the 
amendments^ should be eradicat(‘d and whi<di of the amendments are* to be 
acc(‘pted and thus the Ball mav be enacted in a fair way? 

- Mr. PRESIDENT: The suggest hm of Mr. Sen, so far as I can make 
out, is that there should be a discussion between the Government and the 
Opjiosition so that they may come to an agreement as regards the amend- 
ments. But that is a thing which must be left to the Opposition and the 
Minister in charge ot the Bill. If there is a request from both sides, the 
Chair won’t stand in the jway, 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I can only say that the Opposition 
is quite ready to nund the Hon’ble Minister-in -charge and try to find out if 
an agreemtMit is jiossible. 

The Hen’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I have no objection to sit 
with the fjcadcr of the Opposition to find out if I can accept any of the 
amendimmts iha’t may be put forw'ard by them. With a view to this I 
feel that tin* House may be adjourned so that we may sit immediately and 
find out *if a com])romise can be made. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HU^J CHOWDHURY: For how long the House will 
bf adjourned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: For today so that we may have 
an hour’s discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the views of the European Group? 

Mr. E. D. DOYNE: Yes, Sir, that is also our view. 
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The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

19 ^Tke Council then adjourned iill 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 8th May. 
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Mmims Abtefit 

The following membeta were absent from the meeting held on the 7tli 
May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultannddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(^3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Ohowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazl Ellahi. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gfofran. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Mahammad Jan. 

(11) Mr. vSatish Chandra Jana. 

(12) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(13) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(14) Mr. Nageudra Nath Mahalanabish. 

(15) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.b. 

016) Khan Bahadur Mukhleswar Rahman. 

(17) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(18) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p. 

(19) Dr. Kesiruddin Talukdar. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chaudhury, 

(121) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE CODNQL pEBATES • 



Ffrst Sessi<m, 194t^No. 41. 



The P'ouirCiL met in the Legis. 

, Calcutta, 'on Thursday, ^th 
of the First Session ot 1947 
(tfTvernment of India- Act, 1935. 

Mr. President :l(the ,Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) >a4 
in the Chair. ’ 


Building 
list day 


lative Chiimber of the Legislative 
May, 1947, at 1-30 p.in. being the 
, pursuant to section i)2{2){a} of the 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Authority set up for the improvement of the Damodar river. 

125. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY; Will llu lion bh Minister in 
charge of the IJepartiiient ot Irrigation and AVaterwavs be i)leised to state — 

(a) what authority has been set up for the iint)roveiiient of the Damodar 
river ; 

(h) what Provinces ar(‘ represented on that authority; 

(c) whether the Central Covernment is directly represented on the 
authority ; 

{(J) on what basis the financial responsibilitii‘^ are to be allot'utdd between 
the different (Toverninents ie])resented on the authority; 

(c) whether any scheme has been formulated b\ the authority for tin' 
improvement of the rivci- Damodar and the legulalion of tlie 
Damodar floods ; and 

(/) it the Bengal Ooveiaimt'nt have already spent any amount on the 
working of any Damodar scheme umhu* the auspices ot the 
Damodar authority ? 

MINISTER in Charge Of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (The Hon*ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Sir, I have 
not yet received the proceedings of the meeting h6ld in this connection at 
Xcw Delhi from the Centre and unless I get that it will he indisoreet on 
my part to answer this quesion. Tin; printed reply is an ad interim reply 
and therefore I would request that this question may be lield over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, what about the other pending 
questions. There are too many questions which still remain to be un- 
answered? • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questions which arc ready are printed. ^Unless 
the replies to questions are read}" they cannot be printed, 

Mr. LALIT CHA*NDRA DAS: Sir, I request Government through you 
to expedite the replies. There are many questions remaining unanswered.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HDSAIN; Sir, tlm 
request was made pnlv yesterday and one of our colleagues told the House 
that he would inforin the different Departments concerned to reply to the 
pending questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. Kindly try to expedite them. 

SO 
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The QengaJ Acquisitian of Waste Land Bill, 194f. 

Mfe (’RESIDENT: The Bengal Acquisition Waste Lajid Bill, 194 
(looking to the Ilon'lde Mr. Fazlur Rahman), could you come to any agree 
ment with the Opposition ? 

The Hon’bTe Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We could come to no agree 
inen|^. The position is ihis that we met yesterday and then the Leader o 
the Opposition wanted to ci^ftsult hip party to^ay. The Leader o 
the Opposition also said thait ftnless the Leader of the "Congress^T arty in th 
Lower House who as at present away from the city ci^e bafije a^^d unles 
be and his party naembers in this House could m^et 4he Leader of 
Congress Party in the Lower House and his party m^bers^and disciissei 
the-mattef with them with a Tiew to arrive at a mutual *tuiderstanding h 
would not be able to tell the Hon'ble Minister how they cohld accelerate th 
[)a8sage of the Bill in this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Datta, may I take it that you agree with wha 
the Hon'ble Minister said just^ nowh 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: That is really the opinion of th( 
jiarty to which I have the honour to belong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then shall we proceed with the Bill and the amend 
iiients as tb«y stand at present pending of course your discussing the mattei 
with your party members and then contacting the Ifon’ble Minister at th( 
earliest possible opportunity!^ 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: Yes. When the Leader of the 
C/'ongress* thirty in the Lower House is back in the city a joint meeting ol 
the Congress Party members of both the Houses will be called and after 
discusj^ing^the.^ whole matter between ourselves if we tind any useful purpose 
will be serve^d we will certainly contact the Ilon'ble Minasi(‘r with a view to 
: arrive at ah agreement. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, what will be the position of the 
Ol)positi()n wuthin this period of the truce betweim the Opposition and the 
(rov(‘rmnent ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There is no question of any truce. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; In the meantime no amendments should 
be allowed to be moved by the Opposition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the honourable member (meaning 
Mr. Araulyadhone Roy) ‘then suggesting an adjournment of the House? 
We want to go on and hniwsh the Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Yesterday the main clause was 
under discussion and Mr. Datta the Leader of the Opposition spoke on it. I 
now propose to put the clause to vote. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of tlie Bill. 

The ♦question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 17. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed 
Rai Bahadur Dhirendralal Barua 
Mr. Moazzem Hosain Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 
Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain ^ 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdui Maffid 

The Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 

Mr. Abdul Rashid ^ 

Mr.^ ^mulya^hone l?by 
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NOES— 9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mqhan Maitra 

Mr. BIloy Singh Nahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 


Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai 
Mr. Satish CHandra Sen 


The Ayes Leiii”' 17 and tlie Xoes 9 the iu(»^ a vyas agret'd t-o. 

'Immc 2. 

.Mr* PRE|HDENT; Clause 2 stand part nf the Jiill. 

Ml's CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir^ I ]beg‘ to move lor sub- 
clause (/) oi rlaui^e 2 of the Bill the tollowing he substituted, namely: — 

“(1) ‘Collector’ means the Cidlector ol the distiiet." 

Sir, why a very responsible officer ol the status of a Collector of a 
district is necessary, because the work involves ac(pli•^ition of about 40 
lakhs acres of land and distribution of more than IC. 1 ciores as compeiisa- 
lion. The Collector has to work tor tlie acquisition of the land and also for 
tlie payment of the money. He has two functions. These Colb'ctors shall 
have to undo the w'ork done by the Ka^t India ('ompany when one thii'il of 
the population died of starvation and so one third of tin* cultivated land 
became fallow and due to the negdect of the then existing waterways tjio 
lands continued to remain fallow np to this dati' 1’lH‘se Collectors shall 
have to deal with disputes regarding wast(‘ lands on an averagi' 1 to u lakhs 
acres of lands per district and these disimtes irividve inft’ieate legal matters. 
So, they must be eonversant with the laws ot the land wiili all its implica- 
lioiis. They shall have to distribute and jiay moni'y to tlie extent of Jls. 10 
to Id laklis to the owners ot lands p(‘r district of vaiious descriptious and 
the apiiortioiiment of compensation is certainly a dillirult task. It is for 
ibis reason that a man having perfect knowledgi' in the departments of 
distribution of lands or in the land acquisition and also in the laws of the 
land is necessary U) carry on these tumdioiis. Tlie most intricate question 
that wTll come before these (‘olleetors will he tlu' function of di.st nlml ion . 
acquisition, evaluation of lands and csjiecially the jorcst lamK vOiiili ha\c 
not been exempted from the operation of this Bill and these lands were never 
cultivated. Take for instance the ease of standing av// forest in dalpaiguri 
district, Darjeeling district and Chittagong Division. One aeri' contains 

:ib()nt 2(1(1 so/ jdauts and the cost ol each is not le-s than lO. dO and so (Ic* 

total value will come to Bs. 10,000. Certainly it would be a big job for 
the Collector to \alue one acre of '^m li land with tip* standing avi/ a1 IC. 

{)er acre. Another instance of fuel plants, namely, Malata. Janil, <^dc.» 
that grow uaturally in the Chittagong and rlaljmiguri Divisinms. Of 
<ourse these are forest divisions. Each acre of thosf plants uc-jgh nearly 
2,000 maunds. The value is Its. 4,000 at least. Is if not a big pd> to 
induce this value to Bs. lOy In the district of Darjee ing llmre are forests 

where champ, chiloni, Panisaj, etc., grow ahundaiitly. costly 

plants no doubt. It certainly requires an experienced hand Vi tix the value 
of such landis with the standing trees at Bs. JO i>er acre. In the case of 
olants grown all over Bengal, especially in the sandy tracts, finely, 
Idtali and simnl, which are required for making matches it would he a 
alue’such lands conlainang those piaTits at Bs. JO per acre, 



sometimes constitutes the only fodder for the cat le. ihe^e 


ertainly is 
grows wild and 


■ireas are never cflliivated. At present the prire of cattle fodder is very 
high. Such lands Ml u*d^r the. term waste lan.l. A very fertile brain is 
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- certainly Jiecessary to lix the value of such lauds at lls. 10 per acre. In- 
stancsea of like uature may l)e multiplied. The point ds that a very intelli- 
gent and experience officer is necessary to deal witli such difficult problems. 
Hence my amendment. I hope this will receive the support of the House. 

Mr. ff^ESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause { 1 ) of clause 
2 of the Bill the following be substituted, namely: — 

/‘(J) ‘Collector’ means the^ Collector of district”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support 
the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Sahyal. If the 
amendmejit is accepted it w'ould read, Sir, “Collector means the Collect<)r 
of the district”. As the sub-clause stands at present anyone can be 
a]>poinled''*l)y tlie (jovtu-nment to do the duties” imposed by the Bill and no 
qualification has betm given as to the kind of pt^soxi Government may 
authorise in thds behalf for file purpose of acquisition -of the waste lands. 
That is not at all desirable. AVe want 'that a very specific statement should 
he made by the Government with regard* to the qualifications of the persons 
whom the Government, may appoint foT the purpose of discharging the 
dutie^B iinjxjsed upon the (^)llt‘ctor under this Bill. Whfen Mr. Sanyal 
siii^gpsts that the ('ollecdor should mean the Collector of the district he is 
on very fiiin ground. Generally, Ihe Collector are T.(hS. i)e()ple O’ 
Itfeiii^ members of the Bengal (‘ivil Sevdee gifted with high education and 
experienc<>, ’^und it is such persons who should he entrusted with the onerous 
dtrtie.^' M liieh this law imposes. A glanc(‘ at sections 4 and ’» (d thi.s Bill 
would eoTlvince any man that the OovernmiMit should hav(‘ })een vety 
])articlilW in st^»tiri^*the (jualilfieation of those whom tlu'V int.(Mid to appoisd 
as Chlleciors to discharge the duties under the Bengal A\"asteland Acquisition 
A(*i. Sir, according to section d of the Bill there would be ])ublication of 
a prelimina |•^ notification and that section also states the ])()\vers of {'u- 
ofircers, <‘te., who’issue suedi notification. Whenever it is decided by tlie 
Provincial GoNernmeiit that a certain j)iece of waste land should be aequm'd 
by the Government the first ste]) that Government will take will he to ask 
the Collecdor to give public notice of the fact that Government intend to 
acquire a certain (juantity of land in saieh and such a district. The duty of 
the Collector would then be to cause public notice of the substance of siieli 
iiotilicat ion to be given at convenient ])laces or near the land. That I take 
it is a simple jiiatter, and i)erha])s it will be replied by the Government thal 
for such a jmrpose any person (‘an act, and he need not be a man with high 
qualifications, but, S<ii‘, that is not so. It 'will appear that the Collector, 
who will do tliis work has been subsequently given the power to decide 
(.‘crtaiii other things, which I shall relate presently. As soon as it is 
reported by his officers that such and such land will be required for public 
j)urpirse, lit* will have the right and ])()wei* to depute his servants and work- 
men and other j)ersons to enter and survtyy the land, even to go and dig and 
even bore into the land and do all other acts necessary for the ascertainment 
as to wlieth(*r tlie land is adapted for a public purpose*, namely, for the public 
jmrpose for which the Government intend to acquire the land. Then, Sir, 
the persons will also have the power to set out the boundaries of the land 
jwoposed fo be iaken and the intended line of the work proposed to be made 
tliereoii, and so on and so forth. As soon as these i)reliminary works arc 
done aifd all the reports reach him, tlie Collector will set them and sift all 
the facts as reported by his workmen and servants wh(? have gone into the 
land and will decide whether ihe land is actually fit for the purpose aftei' 
bearing objections if any from the owner. As soon as that has been decided, 
he will draw u]) a report and send it up to the Provincial Government. So 
the House will realise, this jiateut fact that this officer has been given at aa 
early stage ihe right of deciding wdiether the piece of land slwuld be acquired 
or not. Section 5 will show that it is upon his report that the Provincial 
Government will decide whether the land should be acquired or not. 
Generally, Sir, in the absence of anj^ othw e^id^ce when a report goes 
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upon and Ike result will be that the IW. ei'd r 

ai'quiflition of the waste laiul in uueslion So rioerniuent w;]l order the 

(lie House that a person who shou d le ai.pokted ‘oll \ '‘ *',«’**, TJ* "* 
very responsible j.erson and not anybody ^ 

iiiav chose and iioflfv ms . ‘V eye^> hodv wliom (Tovernment 

We want Sir that tlie ooujimi n ^ duties under this Bill. 

Ue ^antMi, tliat tin peiiflrn should he other than the Collecdor of fh^ 

distnet who IS generally an I.C.S. or a senior B.O.S. offieer w li ^nffici e t 

experienee. Bhe respons.b e duties that are laid upon the tin aV'Xavv 

y,nd the task of settling the eoinpeusation at the iireliuiina^ .stage also lies 
upon lyu‘- He will deeide what ought to be the priee of a -partienlar piece 
of land. Three .-at egorles have been given for the purpose of m-erhiiCg 
the price ot land, in, Q»« .■ateg.wx with respect to hinds Kino „as|e fm over 
oO years, as the Hon ble Mniister told tlie House yestiu-.bi.N , the jiriee has 
been hxed and there is no difheu y about it. Every one ean tix the priee 
and (xoveriinient has fixed it at lie. 1(1 per acre, lint for other two cate- 
gories the ( 'dleetor has been given (he discretion regarding th* iiriee to be 
awarded. Ihei-elore 1 sa,\ tliat at the preliiiiiioin stage the Colleetot .will ' 
he a very responsible iiersoii. It may very well he that in most of the oases 
t'lc Jiuids urc not wustc luiids tor ovci‘ dO ycnrs : it niuv very well bo thttU. it 
is tallow but culturablc. So if the man ajipointed as Collector is a of 
high education and experience he is yory lihidv to have a sound discratioii 
111 giving the compensalion. Rnt ‘in case a man wlio id aetuully a I'diower 
of the Ministry is appointinl who knows the jmlicy heliind the •(>overnmefft 
then his joh will he to please the Min-istry and to expropriate lha hmdtttnd 
not to give proper compensation or a iirojier liiQiring to the owners showing 
caiist' why the land in ((uestion should not he aeijuirt'd Tln'ietoii* I iiige 
that for the preliminary stage we should he c:irelul to see th.it, the' Covein- 
nierit ajipoint <i competent otlicer for th-is jiurpose, and that such man should 
not he below tin* rank of a Collector ol a district \vho i.^ gmierally an T.C.S. 
or a senior otficiM'. \\ ith thi'st* words | suppoit ihc niiiiMidnnnit ot mv 

triend Mr. Sanyal. 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHARz Sir, 1 ris,(* to support the amendment 
moved my friend Mr. ('ham ('haiidni Sanyal. It is ijuite ii|)j)r()|)nia t« 
tor the ])ur])OM‘ of this Act that the ('ollcctoi' .tppoiiit<*d tor ihj.s pmpose 
should he the Collector ot a di.stiact. If the ])(*rson is ('olleutor ol ;i districf 
you may take it tlmt there would not he mueii trouble. The work that has 
h^en conferred upon the Colleetoi to jK'rform In this Itili is vt‘r_\ onerous 

and refiuires to la- ilone by a \ejy etheient ami ex'jierimiced oilicer. He has 

a great resjion.sihility to perform. He must have ;i good knowledge (d the 
land and of the place. But tlu* definition tliat has been given in this Jlill 
of the Ccdleetor wlrieh 1 am loading means practically nothing — “('ollector 
includes aii\ jierson'' — uo i] ualifieation has heoii givioi to (he woids— “any 
jierson autliorised by the Provincial (lOvernmenC'. 'I’his is tlu* onl\ pualiHea- 
tiou — person whoever he iiiu) he but if lie is authorised by the Provincial 
(iovernment, he is an able man and lie lias been allowed to jxu’form all the 
t unctions of the Collector under this Act. ^I'liis is tea II \ a ve?\ badly draft'*d 
clause. Here it means that the Provincial (jovernimMit may appoint any 
person who is their favourite or whom tlie^ ulioose or wliom th(‘ Minister 
chooses or who i.s selected by the Minister, may he ajipointed. ^le may 
he a man who maw not Iiavi* any knowdmlge eitlu‘» of tlie land or of the 

place. If' such a man is a])])ointed as (killector we do not know wdiat would 

be the fate of the'‘]3eople who are suh'erers. My next jioint is that the ])er8(vi 
must ])ossess ''gfood knowledge of the lawx 

Sir, the Collociur must be a good Tawyer or at least an exjierienced man 
lo deal with matters of lawx lie w-ill have to face lawyers, try eases and he 
"ill have to hofd^Iiroper courts and if he is not a lawyer, if he has not a 
{iroper knowledg‘e of law, he will be a failure, just as we find people 
^ippointed as fl^norj^ry chosen from among the favourites of 
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the Government sitting in a court of law imposing lump sum fines witho it 
caring to go into the question us to why the accused has been arrested. 
They dS not practically ask as to what happened or why the charge ha.> 
been framed against an accused but fine person Bs. 5 or Rs, 10 and these 
fines bring jnoney to the cofiers of Government and the Honorary 
Magistrates are given titles, etc. We have known many such persons, we 
have seen many such courts and we &ave found that these people have no 
knowledge of law vv 1 1 it t. soever. They have not evtm commonsense and what 
is iddici^P^is they are appointed as judicial officers or executive officers. 
Government thought them to be competent liluaply because th^y can dance 
attemlance on the wishes of the- Governmenf but what ds the fate of the 
people generally. They suffer. Therefore the Ch)llector here must be "a 
tried Magistmte and must also be impartial. He must have full knowledge 
of land systems. He must know the meaning of the dift’erent sections of 
thfft Act and how the sections will apply. If he is not competent he will 
make blunders at every step and we have examples before us from the High 
Court i,o %how how the cases tried in the lower courts when they are taken 
up on ^"'appeal, severe strictures are i>asS|?d on the trying Magistrates by the 
High (k)ui't. So, if the Collector is incompetent there will arise many 
troubles. The Collector must also have knowledge of the land. He must 
know the ])roce(hire ot laud acquis'itioii as how to acquire lands, what kind of 
land is called waste land, what is the general ])roduce of the land, etc. The 
Collector of a district is conversant with the condition ot the lands of tlu* 
disiri^t and tlierefore he is the proper man to be apix^iiited for this purpose. 
JJc is a mo^n of tJie Government and lie is the proper authority in these 
matters: If anotlier man is ap])ointe(I as Collector obviously there will bt' 
clashes in the sphere of tlioir activities. Moreover, tliere will be double 
exjienditure whicli nobody will like at the |)resent moiiuuit considering the 
present financial ])osi1ion of tlu* Government. The Government should not 
s[)(^d more on tin' lo'w staff for this ])urp()se. After all, you are not going 
to acquire laii(L for all tinn*. It is for a short jieriod. The Collector in 
the midst of his duties can find enough time t^o deal with all these matters 
and' to jic(iuii'(‘ sucli lamL or to <lo otlier things connected with this 
ac(]\iisit ion only. The (k)lle<*tor is empinvered only to deal with matters of 
ac(iuisition and not with the •impioviuueiit of lands. No scheme has come 
up hi'fore tliis House tor tlit‘ iinprovcmuMit of the land to do which really 
you need effi<*i(‘nt. staff, cxjierienced staff and a .staff wliich has knowledge 
of improving the land, hnt th-js is only a matter of jirocedui’e where you 
reipiire an officer of high rank and that officer should rightly he the (kjllector 
of the <listrict. Next Sir, it has not been mentioned anywhere in the 
definition, as has been ])ut before the House, that “('ollector” means the 
('ollector of each district.^ It may so haiipen that the Government of Bengal 
or tile Government of the time when apiiointing the authority may 
appoint one of their favoured gentlemen; only one gentleman may be 
appointed as the (killector under this Bill for the whole of Bengal wTlli 
headquarters at Calcutta to deal with these matters and he may be authorised 
to acMiuire lands in the ditferent districts, Tliis officer may be in Calcutta 
and nobody in tht‘ motfiisil would be able to meet him and to make repre- 
sentations, espe|‘ial]\ the ])oorei- sections of the p(‘()]»le in Bengal, the poor 
cultivators affected by the acquisition of their lands by Government. They 
cannot go to ('alcutta or to any oilier })lace where the Collector may move 
for his convenience and it w-ill not he possible for the people to dance 
attendance on him day <(> day because the eases may be 'adjourned a number 
of times making it im]>ossil)le for them to attend. There is also the power 
o^‘ the Collector to make tlie ])arty ])resent in his court when directed and 
if for eacli sin h cour1 ditferent Collectors are not appointed there would be 
various troubles, trouble to those ])eop1e for whom very strongly our Leader 
of the Jlouse advocated the other day. Sir, lie wanted the poor people 
not to suffer; he advocated tlie cause of the poor peasa^til, the poor culti- 
vators and so on and so forth, of Bengal. Jle felt so milch for them but, 
Sir, he should also at the same time feel for the b^tj definition of 
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“Collector ’ and demand that the Collector should be the Collector of ea<‘h 
district so that tlie people of those places might not suffer, mmht not have 
to go .to other districts or other places. It may also be that in these not day^. 
the Collector may like to go to Darjeeling and (he i>oor peo])le may be forced 
to spefid luoney and to go to Darjeeling, spending money after representations 
to the Collector regarding their lands, tinterrupuoii.) AVe .;may do that; 
you mtiy afford to do that but not Othetfe. the appointment should be 

made differently for each district, not one i iaii for d, 4 or 10 districts or 
for the whole of Bengal. Therefore the Collector of the district who is 
already ther» is tlie proper p^i^on to be appointed as Collector for purposes 
oX this Bill as well. The last ])oint that 1 would malie is that in the past 
we have found out that, at the time of making suCh responsible appotint- 
ments, the present Ministry has made hungliiig. They have been charged 
with nepotism and jobbery. AVe know of cases where appointment® hayo 
been made in the most imiiropei- manner where tlve ]>etsoii ai'poiuted is 
most inefficient who does not know his job — it may be he got the appoint- 
ment because he was a relation of the favoured persons of the M*lnialry or 
was a relation of the Alinisfer or Ministers or their lienchmen and so he 
got the appointment. That should never be the case. AV(‘ do not like that 
any such a])pointmeni should be given io any and cvi'ry person. And here 
there is wide sco^ie for such appointments, the 8co])e is much gnuiier in this 
Bill. The definition says “Collector’’ includes any juu’son an(horise<l by the 
Provincial (TOAvrumeiit, etc.” AA"e know, Sir, to our cost how (he Pro- 
vincial (jovcruuu'ut is Ixdng run and W(‘ do not like (bat th'js House glKtuld 
give further power tt) the (roverumeiit to liave tliis sort of nepolism conti- 
nued. AVe know bow this appointment \\ill be made wIhmi this Bill is 
])assed into law. AA'e know bow the (Government is tioing on inerrilv at 
tlie time of making the al)l)ointm«•nt^ and in other cognati' matieis Ihere 
are alnnnlN charges against the jneseiit (foveriiimMit snhstantuatt‘d by faids. 
Tbei'e are ])er,sons who have Ihhui prosecuted for various things aiul they 
have not only been prosi'cnti'd hut also fined, and yid the (GovernuKUit still 
continues to Anj)])ort thmii in \arion,s way^. So, Sir, tlu' (io\ eriinieiit shonhl 
not he given such general power hut a rt'strietion should hi* made on the 
qualifications of iht‘ C'olleetor tliat such and sncli should he tin* ni'lnimum 
qualifiinit ions for a ( Olleetor and there* will he no <1 i verg«'ne(* ot ojiiiiion 
that the (\)llector of a district who is ruling the district shonhl he appoint<‘(l 
for the ])nr])ose of acquiring any waste land and the lollcctor will have the 
])ower of finding out whethe*!’ such and smdi a land is i'(*al]y tor a ])iihli(' 
purpose oi’ the jirice going to he offered 'is r<‘ally the* pro])cr juice or what 
should be tlic real com jiensation for the land, and so on ami so iortli. But 
at tlie same time he will have to satisfy liimself vlietlu*!' the ]>ersons to 
whom he is going to pay eom])ensation are* r(*ally# tlie* ])e*rsons affected and 
how apportionment is going to be made, and so on. Therefore I support 
the amendment that tlie Collector of a eli'^trie't sbonbl be* the* roIh*( tor under 
the Bill. 

Air. Bankim Chandra Datta rose to sjeeak. 

Mr. PRESIDENt: Don’t yem think. Air. Datta, tliatjhc matter has 
been sufficiently discvissed now? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I am afraid I was not bene before* 
this. Sir. I must apologise for my delay in ceuning^bnt all the same I wash 
to speak on this amendment. 1 shall however be ve*ry brief, in fact, shall 
not sjieak more minutes. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I do not think any amend- 
ment can be mm*^ modest than the prc.sciit amendment. All it means is 
that the Collector should- inean the (/olleetor of the district. The duties 
and responsibilities under tMs Bill are very heavy and the Government should 
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not appoint any Tom, Dick and Harry to carry on these responsible duties 
and functions. Sir, what harm is there if the Collector of the District is given 
this duty:' After all, we all know that the Collector has not much to do at 
present. He (Collector) does not do much of court work which are delegated to 
other subordinate officers who can discharge them, but in the case of a dut\ 
or responsibility which is proposed to be given under this Bill, surely In* 
is the proper person. I do not think it requires any further elucidation to 
establish that the result will be disastrous if any person other than the 
Collector is directed to carry out these various responsible duties. Consider 
the case of the owners of land, the poor owners who may have* been in occu- 
pation of a ])artioular piece of land for generations, whose lands are going 
to be taken away from them by virtue of the provisions of this Statute; 
and he feels that his land is being practically robbed from him and that 
there is no justification for inclusion of his lands and that he has a strong 
cffse to feel forward and he understands that his Judge is the Collector of 
the Districd — a Juan for whom h(‘ had the highest regard and from whom he 
eouTdf ex-pect justice and fair play — he would feel ha])py — but if an ordinal) 
individual wlio does not jiossess the necessary training, experience and 
judgment cannot commend sucli sense of security and satisfaction you should 
appoint such men on wliom the people has confidence and these men should 
be reeru'iteil from people of the rank of a Collector. 

The poor victim will not be happy if he lias to go before a man who has 
not got the requisite traindng and experience to appreciate the view point 
of a tenant or a owner of the land whose land is jiroyiosed to be taken away. 
I therefore say that it is a very modest amendimuit and J think (Tovernraenl 
would be W(dl advised to accept it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; Sir, I cannot answer to the 
imagination of the Opposition becausi* all those things which they have 
jmt forward havi' lieen jiut forward from their imagination and not from 
their experience. Therefore I refrain from replying to them. I would 
however refer to the expression of “('ollector” as d(‘fined in the Bill. I 
lUSLy say that it has been exactly defin(‘d in the same i(*rnjs as in the Land 
Acquisition Act whiidi is also intended for the acipiisition of land and which 
is no less an ini])oi‘tant Act than this Act, and when no difficulty has been 
experienced in tin* working of that Act, no difficulty is expected to be 
experienc(Ml in this A(‘t also. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of informatdon, Sir. The 
llon'ble ^[inister has mentioned that here in this Bill the definition ot 
“Collector^’ i^ the same as in the definitdon of the Land Acquisition Act. 
I have got a copy of the Land Acquisition Act and in the definition h£J»*tt 
says “(V^llector” means f'ollector of a districd and not as he was sayfBg just 
now. Sdr, the Jlon'ble Minister is misrepresenting the whole thing — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, he has accepted our amendment. 
The motion is carried. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let me have the Act. According to 
the Land Acquis«ition Act the definition of “Collector^' means “Collector of 
a district, and* includes a Deputy Commdssioner and an^ officer specially 
appointed by the local (xovernmeni to perform the functions of a Collector 
undei* this Act”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I anf glad that you have 
read the whole definition. I am really sorry, Sir, that an honourable 
jnembei’ of this House by reading a portion of the defindtion was trying to 
mislead the House. This is very regrettable. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of explanation, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has stated that the definition provided in this Bill is just 
the definition given in the Land Acquisition Act. But as you have seen, 
it is not. 
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Mf* PRESIDENT; Order, order. In the language of Gteorge Elliott, 
the famous novelist, you are both right and both wrong. 

The question before the House is that for sub-clause i^l) of clause 2 of 
the Bill the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘(1) ‘Collector’ means the Collector of the disLjct”. 

The motion was put and a division take, with the following result: — 


AYES— 12. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Das i 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta I 

Mr. E. D. Doyne ! 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta | 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook | 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra i 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mri Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES— 23. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Suitanuddin Ahmed 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury 

Mr. D. J. Cohen 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haq 
The Hon’bie Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddinr 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulydhone Roy 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 

Haji Md. Yusuf 


The Ajn'a being 12 and the Noes 22 the aineudmenl was lost. 

Mr. ERIC DERMOT DOYNE: Mr Ibx'sidciil , Sir, I bt‘g to move that 
in sub-clause (/) ot elau.sf' 2 of tin* Bill, att(‘r the words “any person” in 
line 1, the words “not below the rank of a l)(‘])uty Colle(*tor” be ins(*rtccl. 

Sir, 1 sin<‘eiely hope that the various ann'iidnieiits to tlie Bill standing 
in my name w-ill have the sujiport of this II oust* lor it not it is doiibtlul 
whetj'ier aiiv’^ pei’son how<*ver gr(‘at his (‘\])t‘ri<*n<‘e and ho\^’eve^ senior his* 
rank <'an hoj)e to inti'rjjret this Bill it and \\ Ih'u it lieeonies law in an 
eituitable nianner and 'in the intere^ts ot both ot (Tovernim*nt and the own(*r. 

In order to demonstrate the importance of tliis amendnn*ni I find it 
neeessarv briefly to review ei*i'tain of the functions ot tin* CV)lh‘elor and 1 
crave your indulgence, Sir, if thereby I a])pear to deal Mutli matters which 
it might be argued are not strictly (onneeted with this jiartii'iilar 
''“%!*M|||;dnn‘nt. • 

In the first place, Sir, I w(>uld reter to danse and (/lanses 1*A to 17J, 
that mighty nionuineiil to tin* lahoiirs ot the Si‘le< l I omiuittei*. 

These Jl clauses couMStiiifj ut iiu less than !)(J0 wnids were suhstituh-d 
iur the (irifiiiial clause 17 cousistiiig ui just -Ai words. 

It would he natural to assuiue (hal as a result of these very laij^ addi- 
tions to a Bill which in some resiieets it uii<;h( he aiff.ed is already too 
lenuthy and wWli have been inserted pre.suuihly wilh the intention ot 
elarifyinw the procedure eonveyinir a reference In the eonrls alt. the eniet 
]ioiuts likely to be at •issue would have been covered. 

But, Sir, this’ is not at all ihe ea.se. Ip my opinion the most nnsati^ 
factory point in the wt.ole Bill with pos.sihle exeeptaon of what 1 "'ay C* 1 
the miserable rates propo.sed tor eoiupensatmn to which I .shall refer later i» 
the gTos.sly inadeciuate definition of ‘ waste land . 

Not only is the defiieiticm far too narrow but it is likely even i.f amended 

to be mo.st‘eontroveisial. It is surely '‘^’Vr'r'3rlk 

that tie vSelect Committee when going fo such tronldc +o redraft clause i./ 

and Xse that follow and did it at such lenjrth would have provided for thi» 
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most probable bone of contention. Not a bit, Sir. It has been completely 
ignored and there is neither provision for reference to the courts nor even 
to arbitration. What, Sir, is the procedure? As I see it the first step is 
for the Provinrial Government, without consulting the owner, to publish 
a notification to the effect that certain land is needed or is likely to be 
needed for a public purpose. Thereafter the land can be entered and des- 
poiled by digging of trenches, borhig of holes cutting down of fences, etc., 
and if as a result of such survey it is decided not to acquire the land, the 
owner has no right of damages agadnst the Government no matter what 
harm they may have done to his property. In the case of* the Land 
Acquisition Act, however, damages may be claimed and I cannot see why 
f his has been left out in this particular Bill. If it is decided to acquire the 
land the owner at last is granted the right to lodge an appeal to the Collector 
who in his turn after hearing the appeal refers the case to the Provincial 
(Government for iheir decision wdiich Sir, shall be final. There is n© right of 
appeal to arbitration or to the courts, and to make paridcularly sure that 
iKf owner gets any remedy from the <a)urts, a special clause, clause No. 18, 
has been introduced securely to bar the door. In fact, Sir, the Provincial 
Government is boih a pariy to the case and its judge. Sir, the courts of 
law in any countiy are established so that each and ever>' individual may have 
flic right, and we who support democracy claim that every individual must 
liave the right, to submit liis grievances to an independent authority for a 
fair and unprejudiced verdict. Why, sir, then is the Provincial Government 
und their nomiij(‘e the Collector to be the sole judges in this matter and why. 
Sir, is th(‘ right of appeal to tlie courts to be denied to the owner of the land? 
In the courts, Sir, a su[)pliant has the right of appeal to the highest court 
in the land but not s(t in this case — his only a])])eal can be to a prejudiced 
])arty and he lias no right of apjxsd from the decision of this party. If this 
W(‘re a minor ])oint or if an ajijilication to the courts was i)ermissible it 
might not he of such im])orlance, but as T have already said the question of 
whether or not a piece of land is “waste land” is likely to be most contro- 
v(‘rsial. Now, Sir, how does tlie Bill define “waste land”? Briefly, and 
subject to certain cvce])t»ions as ‘land which has been lying uncultivated 
fince before dlst January 1947.’ In other words, Sir, it is jiresumed by 
‘those vlio drafted the Bill that all land is agricultural land, ‘cultivated’ and 
‘uncultivated' are agricultural terms and are applicable to agricultural land 
and agricultural land alone. As I see it, land forming part of the premises 
whether contained within or immediately surrounding factories, institutes, 
hospitals, colleges, schools, public buildings, etc., together wdth all playing 
fields, football pitches, cricket grounds, tennis courts, grazing i)asture8, 
etc., (^an all be described as waste land unless such land is actually cultivated 
or has buildings thereon. & 

Equally land accpiired or held on lease after -31st January, 1947, is 
liable to be acquired as waste land even if there is every intention to erect 
factories or other buildings therecm but such work, as at present, is so often 
unfortunately the ( ase, is held up owdng to difficulty in obtaining materials. 

Is it. the sericms intention of Government through their definition of 
waste land to imi^ke liable to acquisition if Government and thetir nominee 
the Collector set' fit, all land contained within or surrounding and forming 
X)art of tke proj)erty of hosjutal factories, institutes, colleges, schools, 
public buildings, etc., nqf to mention recreation grountU, grazing i)astures 
and land acquired or leased after 31st January, 1947, for hotia fide purposes 
and after such acquisition against which there is no appeal to compensate 
the owners at the ridicuilously low rates laid down in clause 13. 

I realise that this Bill does not apply to Calcutta and other muni- 
cipalities and also that under clau.se 2 land acquired or held prior to 31st 
January, 1947 for industrial or building purposes is exempt but there are 
many hosj^itals, factories, institutes, colleges, schools, public buildings, 
recreation grounds and grazing pastures outside]^ such limits ^^hilsf^ whether 
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or uot a parMoular piece of land is beiiijr held in its entiret 3 ' for industrial 
or building purposes is likely to lie very couiroversial and if the Provincial 
Ijoverniuent m their capacity as jinlge require such laud, the owner cannot 
e.vpect a liberal interpretation of this clause. 

Sir, I sin^^rely hope that the Hon'ble Miui."‘er and this House will 
agree and .insist respectively on a wi.ler and fai-vr definition of waste land 
than that at present appearing in tlie Bifl a- 'will also agree to a reference 
111 regard io waste laud ludiu^ iierniilled t(' liie Courts in teruus of idause 17 
and lollowiiig. 

\\hate\er the ultimate deidsioii of this llouso on tlids vextal queBtiou of 
the definition of uaste land this nartieular part of the duties of the Collector 
calls for the services of an exjierieiu'ed and high raiiking man. 

I now turn to the other niadn duty of the Collector which is to assess 
compensation and in siieli assessment to he guided hy clause I'h 

e are advised that tiie Bill has hi'cn introduced heeaiise the maehinery 
of the Land Acfiiiisitiou Act, 18I14. i> too .^low and too eumhiusome. This 
may or may not he so, but I am pif'pared to aeeejd (loveiiiment s view. The 
Land Acijiidsition Act, has, howcvto’ hoen in force for more Ihiin oO years 
and its elauscN liavf* heeii test(‘d time and again in tht* Courts. 

Ill such (‘ircumstaiices iu framiug' this uew Act W(‘ should surely avail 
ourselves wheiH'ver ])0ssihle of the well tried (dausi^s of IIh' Land Acquisition 
A(‘t exf'cpt an so tar as they a?‘e likidy se^iou^ly io ndiivd t.lu' jiroeess of 
acquisition. 

1 note, howevf'i', tliat no attempt ha^ been niade*lo take advantage of 
the ju'ovisionsi of the Land Aeijuisition Act in regard to compioisation. Is it 
(rovernment *s iiitentdon not only to get the land ([uickly hut also at a ])rice 
i’ai' Ixdow its market value. It in the usual practice in (‘ominori'ial circles 
to pay a litth' more than tin* market ])rici‘ if you want something (pnckly hut 
(xovernment havt' apparently ado))ted tlu* ojijiosito course, whifdi is )u> doubt 
vt‘ry attractive to them hut manile^tly unfair to the o\M»er. 

Surely, Sir, (fovernment should he satisfied it tliey get ilu' land quii'kly 
and should he prepari'd to aia'ej)! as the basis for compensation the relative 
clauses, as far as applicable, in the liund AcfpMvition Act of 1894. 

If tills proposal is unacceptahh* then let Us relVr to the Defence of India 
Act and in particular those clauses covering the acquisition (tf land. 

The Defence of India Act was .introduced to cover an emergency and 
to enable rapid action to he taken, and this I gi^tlier is also the n‘as()ii for 
the introduction of the Bill. 

Later, I shall he moving an amendment to substitute a new clause Id 
and my clause is taken //i toto from the Defence of Imlia Rules. 

My party, Sir, accept Government’s assurance that a A\ aste JiaudH Bill 
is necessary and have so far supported (jrovernmeiit in reg'urd to this Bill. We 
can, however, only continue this supjiort if it is amende^ so as to ensure' 
that a fair dnd eom])rehensive jiieee of legislation and one of which this 
House can be proud is placed on the Statute Book. ^ 

In order to achjeve this we maintain in brief i-jj- 

(1) That when a reference is made to theM'oiirts il sliall he Io the 

“ Court of no one less than a Subordinate Judge. • 

(2) That the definition of Waste Lands shall he hioadened to r over only 

land uuiised for any purjiose and also any disimti' in regard to 
whether land is or not waste shall he leferred to tiie Couits. 

Mr. PRE8^DENT; Order, order. Mr. Doyue, are your suggostioiw 
quite pertinent to tlie motion before the House? 
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Mr. E. D. DOYNE: 8ir, I am trying to point out the duties with which 
the Collector might be confronted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, finish it. 

Mr. E. D. DOYNE: (;t) That the compensation clause shall be revised 
so that it is hxed either by airreement or by arbitration and is based as far as 
practicable on sub-secl'ion {1} of section of the Land .Requisition Act^ 
1894. 

(4) That no jierson below th'e rank of De]buty Collector. shall be authorised 
by the Provincial Government to- perform the functions of Collector under 
this Act. 

In regard lo this final jioint the proposed responsibilities and authority 
"'of the Collector are Hiich that it as essential that his status should be specified 
and that he should be a person of senior rank. ’ ' 

With fhese words, Sir, 1 move my amendniejit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Ameiidment moved that in sub-clause (I) of clause 
;2 of the Bill, after the words “any jierson” in line 1, tlie words “not below 
the rank of a Depuiy ( ollector” be inserted. 

Mr. LALIT CHNDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by my friemd Mr, Doyne whiili ds to the effect that after the words 
“any person” in line 1, the words “not below the rank of a Deputy 
Collector” be instnled. Now, Sir, if these words are inserled it will read 
“Coll(‘ctor includes any pfu'.son not below the rank of a Deputy Collector 
authorised by the Protvuncial Governnnmt to perform all or any of the func- 
tions of a Collector under this Act. Sir, Mr. Pazlur BahmaJl, .the Minister- 
in-charg'e of tliis Bill, waxed elo([uent when wv AAere movinjj^ our anuMidmeiils 
j'e( 4 ‘ardin«.^' the imainiiij^- of the word “( k)lle<.dor” and told us that he took the 
definition ' from the Land Acipidsition Act of 1894 and he was bewildered 
when it was shown to him that it was not so put in the Bill and after con- 
sultation with the officer he came back and out of indignation uttered some 
words the meaning’ of which he perhaps himself did not follow 
Sir, in tin' definiHon then* in the Jjand Acquisition A(d., 189-1, it is quite 
(dear that no .pe'ison below the rank of a Deputy Collector should be 
appointed. ...We find that Ihtj authors of the Land Acquisition Act were 
thoroii^iny honest. They were very anxious that jiroper persons should he 
invested with tin* jiower for the jmrpose of dis<*h arming’ the very onerous 
dtlties imposed Otf, theili by tlie Act but here what do we findy The same 
attempt as^ we ffnd tin* Ministry is dewng-' all these leu years. There have 
'tteen Tree distributaon of j^itronag-O' as of jierinits for the controlled articles, 
P 0 Hfrhbts"an(} other thing’s simply for the puimose of giving- more patronage 
tf> the suj^porters, the supporters of the Muslim League party and here an 
tl^is Bfl! also’ a\^re.at lobphole is kept ojien in the definition of “Collector” 
To-'exteiid joTfb^ies.^ 

Jhe Hffl^NBi^Mr. FAZtUR RAHMAN: Sir, every time if you allow the 
hdnourahle Mi^ani4)^r .to say this that/ beequse the ministry '■will be doing 
or d()iug*^il®tt*tliwpy should not trusted with power and- to make other 
allegations it wflf be* ratther boring ^to the* House and to me. AVhttii the 
honourable the mpver of the amendment* sgrid that because stich and such 
euorous tl lilies wifi have to be performed by the Collector a responsible officer 
should he ^pjiointed as Collector, I could understand that and that was 
itdevant. But this honourable member every time says thgk Thiy Govern- 
ment cannot be trusted not on one occas'ion but on every .occasion he speaks 
on the amendments. If this sort of argumeirl is alloived t:a-be repeated 
then — ^ 

Me. PRESIDENT: I appreciate what the Ilon’hle Minister says that 
you should rather confine yourself to the merits of yohr casO and these 
omnibus arguments, -“-that ybu have no confiderf?!e rti the Gov^rnm^nt^ or the 
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Tover^ment is comiiuinal, you have already advanced in ooimection with the 
liscussion on the o-eoeral principles of the Bill. So it is better that you do 
lot repeat tiose arpumeuts every time; it does not improye your case very 

DAS: I wq^iild like to impress upon this House 
low thangs aie kept open for Uie ])urpose of ^ee distribution of patronage 
mongs^t the (>o\ernmeut s followers and if Uiey act in a manner that their 
‘oiiduet IS liable to criticism Ih^' should not Hare up; they must be patient 
I lid they slitiuld hUve the skin ot a rhinoceros in order to bear tlie criticisms 
iltered here. Ihe past conduct of the Mihistrv sIkons that, as a matter of 
aid, they have been guilty of unfair distribution of their favours to their 
ollowers and to do the same here the definition of “(’olleidor” in this Bill 
1 as been kept wide open. There is every room for the Ministry to distribute 
heir patronage to whomsoever they please. Sir, here it is 4 iaid that 
(collector includes any person authorised by the Broviiiidal Government 

0 iierform all or any of the fifnctions of a Collector unHia- this Aid. There 

ire several persons of the Muslim League Party who ttre sujiporting this 
iovermnent and keeping this Government in jiouVr which jiarty has got tin* 
|iower also to throw out, at any moment, this Ministry. It niay very well 
)c, according to the definition given in the Bill of “('olli'ctor'C that tIli^ 
Ministry for the purpose of keeping itself in power will .o eMweise their 
lower, will HO interpret the defindtion to accommodate their own followers 
n support of this Govornmciit by distributing favours to them. I am 
uititled to pass this criticism because the definitdon gives loojdioles for the 
nirpose of t'xteiiding their patronage to tlieit followt*r^s. Therefore if really 
iiy friend would prove, would stand by his own ihsdarut ion miiilc just. now. 
tianiely, that-^ds definition followed the definition of the “Collector” as 
Liiven in the Land Acquisition Aid. of 1894 he ought to have the honesty 
d) accept this amendment wdiich is before the House for if this amendment 
is accejited it will put a brake upon the Governmeni, and they wdll not be 
ible to appoint anyone and everyone to the jiost because the standard is 
fixed in this amendment and it is the duty of the House to fix the standard 
lielow wliich the Government cannot go in the matter of «uch a])pointments. 
The fixdng of such a minimum standard is nccivssary all the more because 
Ihe past conduct of the Ministry will show that they are capable of misiising 
tlieir power _ and distributing patronage to their favourites. 'Now, Sir, a 
Deputy Collector is appointed conditional upon his possessing certain quali- 
fications and those qualifications have been determined by the Goycrnmeiit. 
.As the definition of “Collector” stands at present anyone even without the 
requisite qualifications and without any experience can be appointed to Uw 
]iost if the Ministry so wishes it to be done and* so this Hons© iiis»ist§ that 
“Collector” for purposes of this Bill should not he any person le.ysor in rank 
than a Deputy Collector, The Minister, df he means business, if he 
honesty of purjiosi', if he means honestly to carry out the wishes of 
House and the ])rovisions of the Bill may get up and say that he accepts the 
amendment.^ Has he stood up and said, “I accept the amctldmeot^ ^ 
After the declaration which he made previously that the definition made 
herein is the as that made in the Land Acquisition AH and we pointed 

out it was not so—it was the duty of the Minister to accept this amendment 
because this amendment aims at the definition of “Collector” inca'e or less 
on the same lines as the definition given ia the J^^and AcqiiisitioiSf Act of 

1894. * ■■ ■ ' 

Sir, WB do »ot. like that any person should he authorised by the 
cial Government to perform the function© of the Collector under this Bill. 

1 have already pointed out how the duties of the Collector are very 
important how very onerous and how very responsible. Only ro.sponsible 
officers should be appointed for this work and therefore we must insist that 
no person helow the rank of Deputy Collectors ahoiild be declared ft ColledJtor 

A«+ Wi’fh i.hp(» words I sunnort the amendment. 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sdr, I;i^ould like "to speak. Now, Sir, 
in supporting this ameiidmeiit I would like to bring to the nf^tice of fke 
House one important fact. The powers under mis special Act, the powers 
which the Collector will exercise and ttt functions 
lias been authorised to jierform ‘ under the provisions this Bill 

are very extensive. Apparently au^,^ officer ^'^h previous ex^rience of the 
work should be appointed for the piirpose. C|jiiainly I woijjd not say that 
in all Acts in which any ‘duty has been entrusted to'^he Collector to perform 
the power of delegation has jnoi- been giv^ hdm. Not only in the Land 
Acquisition Act but in the Survey Act and almost in all the* Acts and 
legulations relating to land, there is that , saving clause* that Deputy 
Collectors may also be entrusted with the sfiitlibiity to perform the Collec- 
tor’s functions, becaut^c the Collector -of the district has so many things to do 
that it may not alWays be possible ifor him to look into the functioning of 
a particular Act. So. I do not say ihat pnly the Collector of t|ic^district should 
he the person entrusted with this furiction. Certuinly in all previous Acts 
and regulations also the De])uty Collectors or other, persons particularly 
competent for the fjurjmse have been given authority and functions of the 
Collector for that particular regulation or jirovision. If one would scruti- 
'nise the dutii^s which a Collector has to do under this Act, first of all lie 
would havii lo look to clause 4, where it would appear that the Collector 
have been given the powei' where objection to the ac^isition has lieen given 
to report about it to the Provincial (iovernment. It is a very important 
I'uncidon and it would appear that this clause is a very wide one. He would 
have to decide objections of various cluuju ters and certainly it would reipiiTe 
officers of sufficient e:^perience to <lecide the objections arising out of this, 
proposed acquisition. And then he has the further important fiunction of 
jiiakifig an award regarding the compensation. And in connection with 
objections lie can refer fhe matter to the court. So it would appear that in 
this s])ecial Act whore the State is taking special greater powers for the 
acquisition of waste lands and specal powers not only in- respect of a acquisi- 
tion but also for assessing compensation awardable with .regard to them, 
utmost precaution should be taken in apjiointing such an officer. It may 
be said that Government would certainly look into this and 1 hope and 
believe that Government wdll as a matter of fact look and have regard to 
this , namely, that fhis work is efficiently done, but at the same turne it is the 
duty of Government to convince the people that Government in taking actiem 
under this Act liave considered the matter quite thoroughly, hut tliey should 
also circumscribe the limits within which the E^pointmemt should be made. 

Really that would remove all jicssible suspicion in the mind of the public. 
Tt would be for the benety; of the Government that just when the State 
is going to take power for the appointment of the Collector they ought to 
see that dncomjietent person is not appointed and looking to the duties to be 
performed by the Collector I think persons who have got some ex])erience and 
education would be the best competent person. If a person from another 
department of Government who has no previous experience of work like 
thin is appointed, although he may be very honest, he may be otherwi^^i^ry 
good, he may nqj. be able to do the work efficiently. He may be quitd 
honest but still he may fail to discharge the function ably ahd efficSliJHy. 
But df tlim amendment is accepted that would certainly remove all 
suspiciofliom themiind of the people whom the State intends tn ^erref ^ If 
they cir^^scribe the lim4t and provide that he will not be an o®!(»er"*h^w 
ithe rank of Deputy Collector — that the mmhnum quaLiltcation M ^is ^fer 
wotild fie th^of a Deputy Collector — wo^i remove all auspjciofi 
ihe littiud dtThe public. I may say that tbiS^ •mehdmrat isjery faic -and 
any reflection as to the complexion or fcolour of the law it is the prime 
duty of the administration to see that Ml their work shotild be done not 
only honestljr but should be done in a^way which will convince the people 
thakthey are doing the thifiik this amendment should 

be accepted by Goyarjamglt, hfi&use I cannot believe that any one below the 
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ank 0^ Deputy Collector should really, entrusted with the onerous duty 
f ’de^iding^4he question which Vould come before him Avlieii this Act would 
>e put into operation. It Is 'impossible to conceive that any officer below 
he rank of Deputy Colle^Uir would be competent to discharge these dutie^s. 
In offi^ of higher grade may be lii)pointed if tin amendment is accepted. 
This amedmeja,! is very wide. It only, limits tlm minimum qualification of 
he Collector. ^It simply sflij;#— not beldw’ tln^ ank of Deputy Collector. I 
lave experience of. Ke venue Officem and win they fere deputed to do special 
cork and as far as. I have seen that when the duties of a Colleetof is delegated 
o another officer ^it is generally a senaor Deputy Colleetor who is entrusted 
V'itli this work- and not Deputy Collt^tor who has recently been appointed, 
it is the seniormost officer W’’li^ is entrusted with this work. Certainly I can- 
lot believe that Government ever intends to appoint iiiefficient men. If this 
lill ia realU to be ojieiated tor tlie benetil ot liie |M>oi*er * ''eel imi of the 
[leople I think (jovernmeiit in working out the hill a),bu ought make a 
iirovisiou uhich would safeguard agaiuBt aiiv abuse of tin- pro\i>^ions of the. 

fill. 


Mr. BANKlM CHAnDRA DUTT: Sir, I supjtort the ameudmeiit so 
ihly moved by my friend Mr. Doyne. I think he has laod the deadline the , 
rreduceble mmiipum qualification for the appointment of this officer. A 
lerson below tha rank of Deputy Colleetor — ,if sueh a person is appointed- 
[ do not know if any person can be left out. Any ind-ividual can be brought 
ivithin this category. A man in the service of tin' Governmi'nt in aUy 
idmnistrative deiiarimeiit may be thought as the best persiui according to 
Irovernment to discharge the serious responsibilities under the Hill. 

Ivo lini-it has been laid down, no qualilieation has been given or suggested 
io enable to hold the office— ])erhaps liis only (luahfieation is— if lie is -in tlie 
r.-ood books of the league. iS'ow, sir, after this, if the Oiqiosition acf^iises 
The Ministry of bad motive, evil designs behind tin' Uil!. tin' Hon hie 
Minister should not get irritated or get annoyed and iaki' exception to our 
accusations uhicli, if I may say m>, the courts Imn.seli or his legislation, 
lonrts Sir mv friend Mr. Dome has idaeed a catalogue of duties, onerous 
duties' and hiiietions vNhicl. this particular pi'ison would to perlorm in 

the discharge of bis multifarious duties as laid down in this Hill and tlieit' 
will be I am sure, occasions when in tlie absc'iice of the training, the educa- 
tion and the uwessarv judgement which (wdiiiarily wodd he rciiuired in 
Siim with eases under the Hill there vmH he failure o .nistir c, and bribe.ry 
and corruption could be rampant— and Government will have to hang down 
its head in shame. They may have to rejicnt tor then' .selections. So I 
fhonU advise Government to accept the minimnra qualification suggested by 
Mr. Doyne ktid accept the amendment. • 

TJie Han’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, by this amendment the 
meanino' of the Collector has been suggested to be rest net ('d and we cannot 
4. Ti monrlTYiprif for tbe simple reason that it will lead to adininistia- 
T^^ Maffistrot^s.and the 

lari«fnd tie OovernB^ent of the present clay have :nero«ae.l 

<lutl».,anrt nini.uo ^(,1^ to confine these apfxwntijients to Depniy 

S3 mucli that it is not possime so. because onr 


MaS^tes only aldXrtherrisIo Tnst'ification for* doing so. because onr 
jS^erLnee^shows that these fnncdions have been very .c 


Y" these luncLiuus nu'*- veil dischargi'd 

pastj^erieMe ‘ , or Sub-Deputy Magistrates. Duringjlhe -war 

by ^ Sub-Deputy Co T)efence of India Act, iands and bmlditgs were 
we hwe «« that und ^ assessed and tie.se worfc» were done ,,, 

r6qiM.itionad and ^ ^ no difficulty was experienced...^ Similark, 

by tia Sub-Dejwty Coll?c . onerous duties hate to be Tier- 

:’“'^^/tLl“Lb°firCailecteralso 'work there. These Sub-D^uty 
formea these officers asd they know the systems 

Collectors are also vox' • .Assistant Settlement Officers m the 

very ?Cas"Lalid Acq^ition CoUeptTOS j^bey acquire emeriejape 

®^’‘“X"il,Ahev have beenTunc&ing and aiding tfierr work of eueb 


r.r^A 
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nature imposeH tiuder tlie Land Acq^tfi^itlom Act.^ I *do Hot «ee tl^refore 
how it ds necessary thjat the definition Should he confined to ’Deputy 
Mag'istrates. ' - ^ 

Now, with regard to the question of suspicioiif that h^^'been raised by 
Mf. Datta, the Leader of the Op^ositihn, the suspicion cad be disarmed 
only by withdrawing the Bill but even if we .withdraw the Bill they wull 
suy that there must be some motive behind oul-withdrawipg ihe Bill. (Mr. 
Buoy Singh Naiiar : No, no, ,we wo»^t sav that if .t'ou withdraw the 
Bill). ' ^ 

. Therefore there can be no reply la the suspicious argumiMits which are 
so often put forw^ard and with so much labour by the Oppo^tdon. To that 
there can be no reply if their arguments are based on mere suspicion. This 
ministry is a popular Ministry. (Cpies of Question from the Opposition 
Benches.) It is the verdict of the country that has brought us into existence 
and we ate in office on the votes of the people. So Government cannot 
accept the position ’^of the Opi)osdtion that by Government putting forward 
this measure th^y will not inspire the confidence of the people but will arouse 
Iheir suspicion. I cannot accept such a j) 08 ition and I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we better stop here. I shall put the 
amendment to vote on Monday. The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.|ia. 
ta-^oiTow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 9th May, 1947. 

Members Absent. 

The folio wung members w'ere absent from the meeting held on the 8th 
May^ 1947: — 

(1) ]5kfil Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr.* L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(G) Mr. Ilemendra Kumar Das. 

(7) Khan Baliadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(8J The Hon’ble Mr. A^dul Gofran. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammad Fan. 

(11) Mr, Satish Chandra Jano. 

(12) Mt. Humayun Z, A. Kabir. 

(13) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(14) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(13) Mj. George Morgan, c.i.E. 

(16)*Mr'. A. McLaren.^ 

<17) Khan*' Bahadur Mukhleswar Bahman. 

(18) Dr. Kunufd Sankar Ray. 

Dr. Kasirudddn Talukdar. 

(20) jM&t. Md. Taufiq. * 

(21) * Khan pahadur Abdul Latif Chaudhury. * 

(22) Alhaj Y<^r Al^ Khan, , 

M'4BGP-48/9rt065A-750 ’ 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947—No. 42. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the ] legislative Build- 
ag, Calcutta, on Lrida\ , the 9th May, 1947, at S-lo p.m. being the 42nd 
ay of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section b2(2)ti/> ot the Govern- 
aent of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hou'ble Sir Buoy Pi?\''’vi) Sinoh Boy. k.c.i.e.) 
ras in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Temfiarary Deputy Collectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

' • 126. Mr. A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 

fcrge of the Chief Minister’s Department be pleased to slate how many 
Z^porary Deputy Collectors and how many tem}»orary Sub-D<‘puty Collectorl 
R*e there y 

(6) Is it a fact that there are some Deputy Collectors and a partly large 
number of Sub-Deputy Collectors who are acting temporarily tor over 
five years y 

(r) If so, when do the (.lo\ernment propo^e to absorb them permanently r 

Mr ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of Chief Minister’s Department): «n Th.ie an- 5« temporary 

Deputy Colleclor^ and 2S4 ^.■lMl>orary Sul.-J)eput> ( ollector., 

ib) Yes there are same Dejiuty (’olleetnf- who are ui’Uiip temporarily for 
aliout three’ years, aud s.m.e Suh-Deputy Collectors ior about hve years, 

(c) Their permanent absorption is de))eiident on the recommendation of 
the Public Sefyice Commission and on the oeciirreiice of permanent vacancies 
that are to be filled by promotion in tbe Bennral Cnil Senice and Bengal 
Junior Civil Service cadres, respectively. 

rr. i"'- .t i .-i, m.-. m. si,.*.*!, 

Mr PRESIDENT: That is iilial I lliouplit aUo 1 was goiiig *" PM- 

nouncl' thfnanm oin-ectly, uben 1 noticed It slionld be 

Shahoodul Haciue. 1 oiii .sori\. 

....AW ciupu NAHAR: Will the Puili tnicnliiiy Secretary 

KCsnl-DeJS'co'il"" 

in the meantime? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Recruitment has be^n made througb the 

Public Service Commission. , 

...w Aikinu maHAR: No Sir, mr que>tion i-^ not that. My 
Mr. BUOY f ha've appointed Deputy f'ollectoi-,, etc., 

.?rC*‘outsfde1™m others than those .'ho are now woikiug in a temporary 

capacity. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: About that I want notice. 
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NumlMr of f|io|^i6 dootoro l)otl» rffiotofod und wntufMyffd in Bangol. 

127. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA fANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state — 

(a) how many registered allopathic doctors are practising in Bengal ; 

(h) how many unregistered allopathic doctors are practising in Bengali ; 

(c) if the Government have any register showing the names and parti- 

culars of unregistered allojiathic doctors in Bengal ; 

(d) if so, whether he wdll place the same before this House ; and 

(e) if not, w'hether the Government propose to compile the same at an 

early date and make it available to the members of the I^egislature? 

The HOfl’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) 12,124 up to 17th March, 
1947. 

(b) Not known. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No useful purpose will be served by the comjiilation of such a list. 


Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following message has 
been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly ; — 

“The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the dOth 
April, 1947, agi’eed to the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, without any amendment. 

Sd. N. AMIN, 

Speaker.^' 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will now take up the Bengal Court of Wards 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944, 'as reported by the Select Committee. Mr. Abdul 
Rashid will move his amendment. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that in clause 4 of the Bill, in 
the proposed section 7 — 

(a) in sub-section (2 ) — 

(i) * in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 
(ii) in line 13, for*the word “assume” the word “take” 

be substituted : 

{b) in sub-section (5 ) — 

(i) in line 8, for the word “assume” the word “take”, and 

(ii) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the word^ “taken” 
be substituted. 
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Amendment moved that in clauae 4 of the Ttjl ] 


Mr. PRitlOENT: 

the propoaed section 7- 

(а) in sub-section (1) 

« in line 4 for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 

(«) m hue 13, for the word “assume” the word ‘take” 
be substituted; 

(б) in sub-section (5)— ^ 

“assume” the word “take" and 
(ii) in line 10, for the word “assume” the word “taken” 
be substituted ; 

pro^'ed’rii™ ’il'"' ■> "I 11' BUI. 

(a) in sub-section (1 ) — 


in tb 


(i) in line 4, for the word 

(ii) in line 10, for the word 
be substituted ; 


(6) in sub-section — 


‘assumes’’ the word “takes”, and 
‘assumed” the word “tiiken” 


1^) in line 8, for the word “ 
(n) in line 10, for the word 
be substituted. 


assume” the word “take”, and 
“assumed” the word “taK’en’ 


The motion was put and agreed to. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Ihe question before the House, 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and a^rreed to. 


is that clause 


4 a 


Clause J. 

MTf PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

Mfi ABDUL RASHID: I be^ to mo\(‘ that in clanse o of the Bill ir 
the proposed section 8, for the words, fifrnre and letter “become such tha 
ao order under section GA ('ould l)c made by the Provintdal Governmeni 
tor assumption of charge of his firopertv by the Court”, the followinc 
fiords, figure and letter be substituted, nanudy : — 

“whose property has been placed under the charge of the Court 
order of the Provincial Government under section GA become siici: 
that no such order could be made in respect of the property”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that ?n clause 5 of the Bill, 
n the proposed section 8, for the ^urds, figure and letter “become such 
;hat no order under section . ould be made by the Provincial Government 
or assumption of charge of his property by the Court”, the bdlowing words, 
igure and letter be substituted, namely : — 

‘‘whose property has been ])laced under the charge of the Court by 

order of the Provincial Government under section GA become sucii 
that no such order could be made in respect of the*property 

The question before the House is that in clause b of the Bill, in the pro- 
losed section 8, for the words, figure and letter “become such that no order 
inder section GA couid he made by the Provincial Gtivernnient for assump- 
ion of charge of his property by the Court”, the followin «4 ^ords, figure 
nd letter be substituted, namels : — < 

“whose ]iro]jerty has been placed under the charge of the Court by 

order of the Provincial Government under section GA become such 
that no such order could be made in respect oi the property”. 

The motion was jiut and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 as amended stand part of the Bill. Tlii 
motion was put and agreed to. 

CUmse 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that in clause 6 of the Bill, ii 
the proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes’* bt 
substituted ; and 

{ii) fur the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the words 
brackets, figure and letters “under clause (a) of section 6B” hi 
substituted ; 

(b) in (dause {h), in line o, after the word “proprietor” the words 
“or of any minor member of the family of a proprietor” be inserted; and 

(c) in the iiroviso, in line d, tor the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause (a) of” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause G of the Bill, in 
the proposed section 9^ — 

(a) in clause (al, — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” be 
substituted ; and 

{ii) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the words, 
brackets, figure and letters “under clause ia) of section 6B” be 
substituted ; 

(h) in clause (6), in line 3, after the word “proprietor” the words 
“or of any minor meniber of the family of a proprietor” be inserted; and 

(c) in the orpviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause (a) of” be substituted. 

The question before the House is that in clause 6 of the Bill, in the 
proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

{'i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” be 
substituted ; and 

(li) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the words, 
brackets, figqre and letters “under clause (a) of section 6B” be 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (b), in line 3, after the word “proprietor” the worda 
“or of any minor member of the family of a proprietor” be inserted ; and 

(c) in the proviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause (a) of” be substituted 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 6 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was pijt and agreed to. , 

Clauses 7 to 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 7, 8, 9 and 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 7, 8, 9 and 10 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause ii. 

MPt PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stand part of tlie Bill. 

Mfi ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I beg to move tha, for sub-clause (a) of 
elause 11 of tbe Bill, the following sub-clause substituted, namely: — 

(a) for the words “of which it may take Oj retain charge under this Act, 
or which may be placed under its charge by order of a competent 
Civil Court” the w’ords “which may be placed under its charge 
in accordance with the jirovisions of this Act or of which it may 
take or retain charge under this Act” shall be substituted. 

MCi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause (a) of clause 
11 of the Bill, the lollowing siib-clause be substituted, namely: — 

(a) for the words “of which it may take or retain charge under this Act, 
or which may be placed under its charge by order of a competent 
Civil Court” the words “which may be placed under its charge 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act oi (if which it may 
take or retain charge under this Act” shall be substituted. 

The question before the House is that for sub-clause (o) of clause 11 of 
the Bill the following sub-clause be substituted : — 

(a) for the words “of which it may take or retain charge under this 
Act, or which may be placed under its charge by 
order of a competent ('ivil (^uirt” the, words “which may 
be placed under its charge in acordance with the provisions of this 
Act or of which it may take or letain ^diarge under this Act’' 
shall be substituted. 

Tho motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the Hou^e is that clause 11 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

davses 12 to IS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ( Jause- 12. 12. 14, K», Jtl, IT and 18 stand part of 
he Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 
8 stand part of the Bill. * 

The motion was put and ag"'vd to. 


Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 19 .stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I beg to move that in clause 19 of the 
lill, in line 3, for the word “a^sniues tlie word takes be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in ciJause 19 of the Bill, 
a line 3, for the wor^ “assumes” the word “takes” be substituted. 

The question before the House is that in clause 19 of the Bill, in line 3, 
or the word “assumes” the word “takes )»e substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 19 as 
mended stand part of the Bill. 
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Clauies 20 to 25. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 2n 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Preamble and Title. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That the Preamble and the Title stand part of the 
Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Preamble and the Title stand 
part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, before I formally move for the final passing 
of this Bill, with your permission I want to move a formal amendment in 
clause 1 of the Bill, i.e., that for the figure “1944” oeiuirring in clause 1 
the figure “1947” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I could not follow you, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move a formal amendment in clause 1 
of the Bill. 

Mr. PRE$IDEl/T: What is the amendment? 

Mr. NUR AHMED; That for the figure “1944” in clause 1 the figure 
“1947” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not necessary for you; that will be done by 
the ofiice as a matter of routine. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Under rule 67 I can move such an amendment, I 
believe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessaiy for you to do so. You have 
got a sufficient number of Bills on the agenda. Why take additional 
responsibility? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Then in that case I beg to move that the Bengal 
Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

Sir, 1 have explained the purpose of this Bill more than once in 
th is House. At this stage I do not like to take much more time in further 
explaining the provisions of the Bill. Sir, the importance of the amend- 
ments to this Bill moved to-day has enhanced and is many-fold, as the 
Permanent Settlement is about to be abolished. Sir, after the abolition ot 
the Permanent Settlement there will be very little necessity for the Court 
of Wards. Under the provisions of the existing law the Court of Ward^ 
can take up the management of estates only. After the abolition of the 
zemintlary there will be no estate. So the importance of this Bill has become 
two-fold or four-fol<h at this stage. Sir, the maip amendment is the 
substitution of the word “estate” by the word “tenure”. Sir, up to thi^ 
time the position is this that if the “tenure” amounted to some lakhs it 
cannot be taken management of by the Court of Wards nor can the immov- 
able property in towns. Though its income may amount to crores, by thi> 
amendment the Court of Wards will be in a position to take over raanape- 
ment of these properties, I mean the immovable properties, immovable 
properties in towns. This is the main change and the main i)rovi8ion of 
this amending Bill and I hope, if the Bill is passed, it will confer benefits 
on those proprietors who hold property in towns and also on those who hold 
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*l*e Court of Wards will also be liable to 
^T'trftTiiirftTi+ noi-o° Properties of the invalid, the minors and also the 
extraTawnt persons, the state will be in a position to protect the 
immovable properties of its citizens from ruin and frittering away bv a 

Sfonif W vords I recommend my 

motion tor the acceptance of this House. 

be passed**^*'**^^'"’ Council 

llie question before the House is that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Clauses 1, lA, 2 and J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clauses 1, lA, 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The question is that clauses 1, lA, 2 and 3 stand part of tbe Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Title and Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title* and Preamble stand 
part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that tbe Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943, as settled in the Council, be passed, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, P143, as settled in the Council. I>e passed. 

The question before the House is that ihc Indian JiUuacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943, us settled in the Coninvi, l)e passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 

Regulation, 1940. ^ 

Cln‘;;*'s J, 2, J, 4, 0 and 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clau>^e> 1, 2, 3. 4, 5 ami b stand jiart of the Bill. 

The question before the HoU'^e i> that clauses 1, 2, 3, 4, 3 and b stand 
part of tbe Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Title and Preamble stand jiart of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and J^reamhle staifd 
part of tbe Bill. 

Tbe question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extrawant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill 1940, as settled 
in the Council, be passed. 
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Sir, it is a yery important Bill from the Muslim economic point of view. 
It is a Bill which deals with a very important econonmic aspect of Muslim 
society. It is a social legislation. Its contents are very simple provisions, 
namely, for the formation of a committee of Muslim members of the Bengal 
Legislature to prepare different scales of expenditures as a maximum sum 
up to which expenditure at a Muslim wedding in Bengal may be incurred 
etc., according to the economic condition of the party. It does not prohibit 
necessary expenditure but prohibits only extravagant and superfluous 
expenditure and will also try to check the evil which is growing; namely, 
the evil which has grown in the Hindu society of giving -and taking 
excessive dowries on the occasion of marriage, this evil has also entered 
the Muslim society and should be checked at its very biginning. It does 
not intrude upon that forbidden ground, namely, the Islamic Shoriat. It 
only puts restricts on lavish entertainment and festivities. Sir, it will check 
this policy. It is very useful Bill and I hope it will be supported by every 
section of the house. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved lliat the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Eegulation Bill, 1940, as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Exj)enditure Eegulation Bill, 1940, as settled 
in the Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural 

Land) Bill, 1943. 

Clavscs 1 a7vd 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that for clauses 1 and 
2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

*T. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu "Women’s Eights to Property 

(Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 194T. 

(2) It extends to the whole of BengaTh 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clauses 1 and 2 of 
the Bill, the following be^ substituted, namely: — 

“1. tl) This Act may be called the Hindu "Women’s Eights to Property 
(Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for clauses 

1 and 2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“1. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro- 

perty (Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the^ whole of Bengal”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 and 

2 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that for clause 3 of the 
Bill, the following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

**2. The expression ‘property' in the Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro» 
perty Act, 1947, in its application to Bengal shall include, and 
shall be deemed always to have ineb’jed agricultural land, and 
the provisions of the said Act sh.. i be deemed always to have 
applied and to apply to agricub ».ral land in Bengal accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding any thing contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer tlhereof, hi^ 
possession up to tlie date of the comineneement of this Act shall 
be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by him shall 
be deemed to be as valid as if tliis Act had not beon passed.” 

Mti PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clause 3 of the Bill> 
the following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘2. The expression ‘property’ in the Hindu Womeu’> Rights to Pro- 
perty Act, 1937, in its a))pliration to Bengal shall include, and 
shall be deemed always to have included a^viculitiral land, and 
the provisions of the said Act ■^hall l)f‘ detmied aluays to have 
applied and to a])])ly to agricultural land in Bengal accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything ccmtaiiKMl in Ncction 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property, 
has been in jiosse'^sion thereot or has made a tran>fei* thereof, liis 
possession up to the <late of the commAn'ement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be as lawful, and tlie tiaiisfer so made by him 
shall b(* deemed to he as valid, a- if this Act had not been 
])assed.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The cjiiestion btdore the House is that for clause 
3 of the Bill, the following clauses bo suhstitufed, namely: — 

“2. The ex]u‘es8ion ‘property’ in tin* Hindu Women’s Riglits to 
Property Act, 1937. in its application to Bengal shall include, 
and shall be deemed always to have included agricnlturul land, 
and the provisions of the said Art shall be deemed always to 
have applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal 
accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this' Act, would have been entitled to any property, 
has been in possession thereof or haH made a transfer thereof, 
his possession up the (fate of the commencement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by 
him shall be deemed to be as valid, as if tbis Act had not been 
passed.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 ae 
amended stands part of the Bill. , 

The motion was put and agreed to. • 

Long Title and Preamhh. • 

Mr. PRESmENT: Long Title and Preamble stand juut ot the Bill. 


Mr I Al IT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, shall I move both the amendments 

tei o»'L lb* u" Till. ..d .io.k.r for tb. P,....bl.f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you better move them separately. 



7»4 irOir^OFttCAL BtLL8. [9 th iltAf, 

Wi*» LALIT CHANDRA DACs Sir, I beg^ to move tbat fol* the liong: 
Title the following be substituted, namely: — 

“A 

BILL 

to extend the operation of the Hindu Women's Rights to Property Acty 
1937, to agricultural land in Bengal." 

Amendment moved that ^qr the Long* Title the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“A 

BILL 

to extend the operation of the Hindu Women s Rights to Property Act, 
1937, to agricultural land tn Bengal." 

Mr« PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that for the Long 
Title the following be substituted, namely: — 

^^A 

BILL 

to extend the operation of the Hindu Women's Rights to Property Act, 
1937^, to agricultural land in Bengal.'' 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The < question before the House is that the Title as 
amended stands part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Preamble stands part of the Bill, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Sir, I beg to move that for the Preamble 
to the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, 1037, purported 
to give better rights to women in respect of property in general; 

And whereas it has now been established that the said Act does not 
operate to give women better rights in respect of agricultural land; 

And whereas many tr^sactions have already taken place in Bengal on 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in respect of agricultural land as well as other kinds of property; 

And whereas it is therefore expedient to extend the operation of the 
said Act to agricultural land in Bengal with retrospective effect, 
but with certain savings, for the purpose of giving w^omen better 
rights under the said Act in respect of agricultural land in Bengal 
as w^ell ofs for validating the transactions referred to above and for 
other purposes;” 

Mr. pBeSIOENT: Amendment moved that for the Preamble to the 
Bill, the following Ibe sul3stituted, namely: — 

, “Whereas tlie Hindu AVomen’s Rights to Property Act, 1937, purported 
to give better rights to women in respect of pro]>erty in general; 

And whereas it has now been established that the sa'id Act does not 
operate to give women better rights in respect of agricultural land; 

And whereas many transactions have already taken place in Bengal on 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in respect of agricultural land as well as other kinds of property; 
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A f therefore expedient to extend the operation of 
>111+ xrUi. ^ ^Rficultural land in Bengal with retrospective ef 
savings, for the pjiirpose of giving women lx 
in respect of agricultural land in Bei 
® validating the traiiNuctiou referred to above and 
otner purposes; 


T> **''ki***!^?i*** 1^^'' b’ 'ore the 

Preamble to the Bill, the folloniu<t be substitute, 1 


House is that 
namely : — 


for 


“Whereas the Hindu Women's Ri>rhts to Property Act, 19 ;i', purpo 
o give better rights to women in respect of property in genera 
And whereas it has now been estahli^lied that the said Act does 
operate to give women better riglits in resg,., t of agricultural la 
And whereas many transactions liave alreadj taken plai'e in Bengal 
the basis that women hail acjuired better rights under the said 
in respect of ugricultural land as well as other kinds ot propel 
And wdiereas it is therefore expedient to extend the o|»eration of 
said Act to agricultural laud in Bengal with retrospective efV 
but with certain savings, tor the jnirpose ot giving women be 
riglits under the said A(‘t in respect of agricultural land in Ben 
as well as for validating the transactions referred to above and 
other purposes;'’ 


The question was put and agreed to. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the HoXse is that the Preaiii 
as amended stands part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Third reading. Mr. Nagcnilra Noth Miihaliinobi 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mui I nc ve tlie final reading of 
Bill? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid \ou caiiaot. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It has hec.,me moiv or less my B 
Many changes have been made in the Bill h\ 1113 amcmlmcnts. Sn I th 
the motion for the adofition ot the Bill by the House may he allowed to 
moved by me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, I caiiimt allow it 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I say sonicthing ou the .subje 
As to the fii'st motion, as regards the motion lor consideration 

the Bill, there is an express jnovision in r ule < r ule 04 ) that tin* Bresid 
in his discretion mav allow another memher to move sueh motion. That 
of course with regard to the consideration stage and not tlie Ihiial readi; 
As regards third reading there is oiil\' one section and that is fiT. At 
initial stage it would appear that the rule primarily xjas that no mot 
that a Bill be taken into consideration or be pa-^sed shall he made b^ li 
member other than the memher -iu-chai’ge oi the Bill, hut tlien theie is 
proviso that the rresideiit may allow another memher to move that the I 
be taken into consideration and passed if, of coftrse, there were no amei 
ments. And then comes the thin) reading and here the rule, rule No. G 7 , 
absolutely silent. Kule iiiCS) says “If any amendment be made, any me«i 
may object to the passing of the Bill at the same nmeting; and such obj 
tion shall prevail”, etc. That is of course another matter. Now the ({uest 
is if any one else other than the member-in-charge of th*' Bill can nu 
that the^Bill be passed and on this the rule is silent. 

Sir, I would urge that the question as to by whom x Bill is introdm 
before the House and set in motion, that is laid down in section 54 and 1 
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proTiso to that section would prevail throughout the course of a Bill till 
the final stage and therefore rule 67 is absolutely final. It does not lay 
down any limitation. Beally it is the initial stage at which it is to be con- 
sidered as to by whom a Bill is to be brought into the House for considera- 
tion. But once the Bill has been set in motion it goes on rolling... Section 
67 is absolutely silent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, there is something in what you say, 
but you know very well that when there is an express provision in rule 64, 
namely, the rule which does not allow any person or member to move that 
a Bill be taken into consideration, other than the member-in-charge of the 
Bill, except with the President’s permission, and when section 67 is silent 
on the point, the construction should be against such a course. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I say one thing? First of all, 
there was one limitation imposed in rule 54, namely, to the eft'ect that the 
motion that a Bill be taken into consideration can be moved only by the 
member-in-charge, and then the proviso concerning tlie relaxation of that 
limitation, but that limitation has not ])een rejieated in rule 67. Appa- 
rently, therefore, the whole princi])le of rule 54 extends in this case also, 
there being no limitation distinctly expressed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The proviso to rule 54 expressly empow'ers the 
President to allow another member to move such a motion or that motion 
may be postponed, but section 67 is absolutely silent. 

Mr. KAMmi KUMAR DUTTA: But at tbe same time, Sir, in rule 67 
there is no limitation. ‘ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no limitation indeed, but there is an express 
proviso in respect of rule 54, but no such thing in respect of rule 67. In 
view of this, 1 think that the construction should be that the power is not 
given tc the President. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, the ordinary rule of construction 
is this that when there is one clause and wdien theie is also a saving clause, 
both of them are to be read together, and being read together, attempts 
should be made to give the most consistent interpretation to those rules, 
and w'hen there is no limitation in rule 67, the proviso to rule 54 will stand 
and apply to this case. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I would like to look up the point very carefully; 
so it may stand over till the next Bill day. It may be that on that occa- 
sion Mr. Mahalanobish will tjirn up and thus will solve the problem. In the 
meantime I propose to look up the matter. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; I hope, Sir, you will also give a ruling 
on this point for future guidance. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move item No. Y. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Wh y not withdraw it with the permission of the 
House ? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I do not withdraw it, but I do not move it today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yoti w^ant to keep the Bill alive to bd moved later on? 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Yes. 

The Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, *1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. today I am not in a posi- 
tion to accept this Bill and I would like to discuss it further with the mover. 
So I would request tbe honourable member in charge of the Bill not to move 
it today. 



1947. J 


797 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

MFi BIREN ROY* As the Hon'hle Member savs that he would consult 
me further regarding: this Bill I will not press it today 

Mr* PRESIDENT! You want to keep it alive ^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir. 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral (Amendment) BilIp 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg- to move that the Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Iraffic (Amendment) Bill. 1940, he taken into eonsideratiou. 

Sir, this Bill was passed in tliis House and was sent to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and wlien this Bill was pemiing in the Low-er House 
93 regime came into being and tlie Assembly was suddenly dissolved. So 
the Bill lapsed. But this Bill with some moditication "as enacted as 
Governor's Act. But as the law stamls, (iovenior's Act will not be in 
operation for more than tw-o years. For this reason 1 have reiutrtKluced this 
Bill in the seli-same form as passed in this House. It is a very important 
Bill which dealt with a social evil which is a i*uise to the societj’. The 
Suppression of Immoral Trafhc Act was passed in 1933, hut li has remained 
a dead letter owing to detect m the dctinitnm of wor<l This 

Bill wants to remove these defects and some amendments are essential to 
make that Act operative and useiul. Theie W'as wide-spread support for 
this Bill and agitation was made tor this Bill; so hope it will be accepted 
by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that tln^ Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be taken* into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bill he taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Now, about this Bill time will have to be given for 
putting in amendments. 

The Hon’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Any time you fix, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thou iiiueuiliiuMits juuy be put in by 30th May, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the Bill was passed in this House and it was 
examined in the Select Committee. So, if so much time is again given for 
putting in amendments, then it wdll take another year to pass this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ahmed, oui ideas have also changed from what 
thev were in 194G. Tlierc‘').b* it i.s better that .some lime should he given 
for "putting in amendments. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; I do not think amendments will be nece,s.sary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But time ha.s to be given under the flule.s. It is the 
priTileire of the members to put in amemlment> to a Bill., 'J’hereiore a fort- 
night’s time should be given, i.e., up to 23rd May amendments may be put 
in. 


The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr NUR AHMED: sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. Sir, this Bill was 
passed in this House and then sent to the other House lor concurrence and 
fha Assemhlv made some amendments and sent back the Bill to the Council 
with those Jmendments. When those amendments were being taken into 
consideration, the Assembly was dissolved and section a3 was introduced. 
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and so this Bill lapsed. It has been introduced now in the self-same form. 
There is one kind of gamblii^ in the cinema and circuses which is called 
a skill of the hand. By this Bill it is sought to be made illegal. This Bill 
wants to bring the definition of “gambling” and “gambling house” up to 
date. With these words, 1 commend my motion, for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I suggest 15 days’ time, i.e., up to the 23rd, for 
putting in amendments. 

The Urban Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move for leave of the House to with- 
draw the Bengal Urban Area Bent Regulation Bill, 1943, as Government has 
already got passed by the Legislature a similar measure and a more compre- 
hensive measure. So 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw this non-official 
Bill of mine. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Is it Ihe pleasure of the House to grant leave to 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw this Bill? 

(There being no objection the Bill was, by leave of the House, with- 
drawn.) • 

The Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, before I move the motion I beg to state that 
Mr. T. B. Nimmo has resigned since I gave notice of tliis motion and I want 
to substitute the name of Mr. U. E. Clarke in his place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you obtained his permission? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I h ave got his written consent to put his name on 
any Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M ay I put in a formal amendment? One 
of our members Dr. Ivumud Sankar Roy shown as No. (3) of the personnel 
of the Select Committee fo*- the Bill under reference, is not attending the 
Council sessions and so in his place we want to put in the name of 
Mr. Bankini Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I accept the amendment. Sir, and I have no objec- 
tion. So I shall now move the motion with the verbal amendments made 
just now. 

I beg to move, that the Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 
1942, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali. Minister in charge of the Finance 
Department an^l the Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

‘ (2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! , 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazunular, 
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(7) Mr. Cliau4hury Moazzem Ho86em alias Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

Tvith instructions to submit their report w)*b a five months from the date 
of reference and tliat the number ot men bers whose pre.sence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Ameuibnent moved that the Bengal Intoxicant?* 
Liquor Sale Retaliation Bill, l!l4‘-2, be referred to u Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Molmmmed Ali, Miiii>ter in charge of the Finance 

Department and the Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. ('. E. ('larke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dultu, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(G) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

1^7) Mr. Chaudliury Moazzem llos.sein (ihaf! Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Raslud, • 

(b > Rai Bahadur Dhinmdra Tad Barua, 

(ID) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 
(11) the mover, 

. , . , ,• ...Viniif Gipir renort within five nionth.s from the date of 

.'-n 

to constitute a quorum .slndl be lour. 

Th. .niestioH before tlu- that tlie lioufral lub.xicant Liquor Sale 

Regulalitn Bill, 1942. Ih> iflerml to .i Select (ommittee eo.iMsting of 

n 1 Tbe Hon'ble Mr. Mobaunne,! Ali. Mini-ter in ebaiK'- <'f ‘he 
^ Deinutment and tbe Healtb and Local S..lt.(iovern.neut Depart- 

ment, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Cbaiid'.' Uulta, 

(4) Mr. Cbaru Cbandra Sanyal, 

(.')) Mr. Lalit Cbandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Harida..^ Mazumdar, , , v,-. 

(7) Mr. Cbaudbury Moazzem Hos.-em ahas Lai Mia,. 

(8) Mr. Abdul Kashid, 

9, Eai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

(10) Khan Sal«b Wabiduzzaman, and 

( 11 ) tbe mOTer, months from the date of 

with whe" mm her of members whose presence shall be necessary 

reference and that tlie nu i 
to constitute a quorum ->hall be tou 

Tbe question was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, before I move, my motioB, I would, with 
your permission, substitute the name of Mr. C. E. Clarke in place of 
Mr. Nimmo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move tliat the Ueugal Famine Insurance 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 194d, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Minister-in-charge of 

the Department of Co-operation, Fredit and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(d) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Dr. Kiimud Sankar Roy, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Ra.shid Chowdhuiy, 

(8) Mr. (Diyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein alujs Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, may I move a short-notice formal 
amendment, namely, that in place of Dr. K. S. Roy, the name of Mr. Charu 
Chandra Sanyal be substituted? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have no objection to this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Famine Insui^nce 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be referred tg a Select Committee consist- 
ing of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. F. M. Abdur Rahman. Minister in charge of 

Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Ilaiidas Mazumdar, 

(7) Mr. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chaudhury, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein alim Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 
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The Bengal Borstal Schools (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion moved that the Bill be reieired to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon ble Mr, Fazlnr Rahman, Minister in charge of the Home 

(Jails) Department, 

(2) Mr. C. A. Clarke, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(4) Mr.’Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(i) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhin\, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhiiry, 

(9) Mr, Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Tiatafat H ossa in, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit (heir report within seven montlis from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose ]iresence shall be 
necessary to constitute a (juorum shall be four. 

The (question before the House is that the Bill be n lerred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

The question before the House is that Bengal l''amiue Insurance 
F^md (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be leleiied to a Sidtet Committee (lonsist- 
ing of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdui Bahnian. Mniist(>r in charge of 

the Department of Co-ojieration, (!iedit, and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(8) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Maziimdar, 

<7) Khaf^ Bahadur Syed Ahdiir Rashid (’howdhury. 

(8) Khan Bahadur (Thyusuddiii Pathan, 

(9) Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury m llossein alias Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instniotions to submit their report within five mouths from the date of 
reterenoe and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal BorsUI Schools (AmendmoiK) Bill, 1942. 

u. Mlin AHMED: Before I move mv motion I would with your per- 
mission like Vo substitute th*- .’v 

Ml Fazlur Rahman, in place of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy who was the 
Minister-in-charge when I gave notice of this motion. 

I would also like with your permission to substitute the name of 
Mr. Clarke in place of Mr. Nimoo. 
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I accordingly beg to move that the Bill ibe referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Honlble Mr, Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the Jails 

Department, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within seven months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. 1-ALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I move a short-notice amendment, 
Sir? Tt is this : that in pla(‘e of Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, the name of 
Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra be substituted. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have no objection. 

(1) The Hon’ble \[r. Fazlur Ralnnan, Minister in charge of the Home 

(Jails) Department, 

(2) Mr. C. A. Cdarke, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish C/handra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their rejiort within seven months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be tour. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Court-fees Bengal (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Mr 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: On a point of order. Sir. There is a mistake 
in the motion. Tlie Minister-in-charge should be Mr. Fazlur Rahman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The mover may amend it. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with \^ur permission the name of the Minister- 
in-charge be changed. The Hon'ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman’s name be substi- 
tut^d in place of Mr. Nagendra Narayan Roy, as the portfolio has since 
been changed. 
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Mr. PRESiOENT: Yes. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I be)? to move that the Bill be lelerred to a Select 
Committee considering of — 

(1) The Hon ble Mr. luzlur Rahman, Mil ister-in-rliarge of I.and 

Revenue, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra flanu, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem IlovM-in (ihas l,al Mia, and 
('ll) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their rejiort within mx muiilli^ trom the date ol 
reference and that the number of members whose preM'uce diall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion moved that the Bill lie referred to a vSelect 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Miuifter-in-(diarge of l.and 

Revenue, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(d) Mr. J.alit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein Lai Mia, and 


(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their leqnrt within six months from the date of 
reteence and that the numlr . ot meiiihei.s who^e presence shall be necessaiy 
to conw«titute a quorum shall be four. 

The question before the House is that the B.ll he referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of 

(1) The Hou-ble Mr. FaHur Kah.nan. M.i.ister-.q-cbarge of l.and 
Revenue, 


(2) Mr. C. K. Clarke, 

(li) Mr. Lalit .Chandra Das. 

(41 Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra .taua, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Eahinan, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 
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(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein alias Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within six months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move items Nos. 15, 16 and 17 as a 
•comprehensive Bill under the same caption has been introduced in this 
House. I beg leave of the House to withdraw. • 

The Bills were then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, as a similar Bill has been brought in this 
House by Cjoverriment for the conservation and protection of fisheries, I 
withdraw my Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Le ave has been asked by Mr. Nur Ahmed to with- 
draw^ the Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943; is it the pleasure 
of the House to grant him the leave? 

(Voice of “yes”, “yes”.) 

The Bill was then by leave of tlie House withdrawn. 

c 

The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move fhat the Bengal Urban Poor 
and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947, be circulated for the pur])Ose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill be circulated for the 

purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The question before the House is that the Bill he circulated for the 

purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Mjjnicipal (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, 1 beg leave to introduce tlie Bengal Municipal 
{Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question befoie the House is that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bill. 

(There being no objection.) 

The Bill is introduced. 

The SEiCRETARY; (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta) then read the short title of 
the Bill. 0 t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on 
Monday, the 12th May, 1947. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 12th Mav, 
1947. 



MEMBERS ABSENT. 80 fi 

Members absent. 

absent from the meeting held on the 9th 

(1) Mr. Snltanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Alulur Uasid v’howdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Clio^dhury. 

(5) Mr’. C. E. Clarke. 

(6) Mr. D. J. Cohen, o.b.k. 

(7) Mr. Hemeiub'ii Kumar Das. 

(8) Mr. Eric Dermol Doyne. 

(9) Khan Baliadur Sheikli Fazal Ellahi 

(10) The Hon'hle Mr. Abdul (lotran. 

(11) Mr. Muno'turam Jaipuria. 

(12) Alliad] Khan Baitadui Sheikh Mahanimad dan. 

(13) Mr. Satisli Cliamlra dana. 

(14) Mr. Humayuii Z. A. Kabir. 

(15) Mr. Abdul Latifl. 

(10) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. , 

(17) Mr. Nap,vndra Nath Moholaiiabi.sli. 

(18) Mr. (ieoi'ge Hor^'an, c.i.n. 

(19) Mr. A. McLaren. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Hukhlcsur- Rahman. 

(21) Dr. Kuniud Sankar Ray. 

(22) Dr. Kasiruddin d’alukdar. 

(23) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 43. 


of the First •Session nf l'u' ' ‘ I’'”'- ’’‘‘‘"ff 

in the'‘chri?'''‘ 


» The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sn, I an. ^oinfr to n,enlio„ a matte 
on behalf of our party an, m thrt, I ..an .ay. Sir, that 1 voice tlie opinio 
of some of the members iif tlie other ,,arties too. We are still liaviim on 
UoV“foa~"'^ ,''T with the Beiioal Ae.,iti.sitioii of Waste lam 

rJill, 1J4^. 1 have caretully ^•oiic throu*.*-!! all the aniendmeTits and I think 

taking a veiy optimistic' vi(‘\v of the whole matter, even if the hours of 1h 

sitting of the House were inerease<i, tliat there is the least tdiance o 

completing this Bill within even a period of two months I say two months 
Sir, granting that the sitting hours of the llou.se will he doiilfled. If th 

sitting hours of the House are doubled, whether it wilUhe aeeejitable to th 

House or not is a different matter altogether, — hut assuming tliai th 
sittings continue as at juesent, at the rate of two hours a day. I think on i 
most moderate estimate, it will take at least four months to' finish tlie Bil 
in this House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 

time. 


That wouhl he tiikeii at air 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA! friend sacs that period would hi 
taken at any time. The whole thing de])ends upon the spirit in which we con 
duct the deliheratiou.s on the Bill. We are still on clause of the Bill, 'fin 
recent announcement says that something important would haiipen by tin 
2iid June. We are living in a critical time in the history of this country 
The whole thing depends on the rapprochement lietweeii the two parties. Wf 
hope that, by the 2nd June, some settlement cvoiild he airived at. The twa 
parties are still differing from eaeh oilier and tl^ere has been no mutua 
agreement in all the discussion^ and ^.dks that took place hetwanm the twr 
parties and as siieli one tremhh*s to think what wtfiild hajipen in tlie rountr;\ 
if India would not acquiesce in the fleeision given hv His Majesty’s (Tovern- 
ment. The question of passing a Bill at this .stage not im]Hii-tant when 
there is the greater question of a decision by His Majesty’s tfovernment 
on India’s future con.stitution that is expected to he anmiunced hv the 2n(] 
June, and it is only a waste of time to further proceed with this Bill. 
After the announcement by His Majesty s (xovernment a better spirit i.*- 
expected to come when the parties will think of coalition and in an 
accommodating spirit the Bill could he passed in a much shorter time, h 
it the proper time fior us. Sir, to go on with legisiation w^hen there is nc 
trust between each other and when indeed many of the amendments which 
have been tabled, why, all the amendments would be mov(‘d and the tiin#» 
of the House will be taken in discussing each and every amendment. But 
when an accommodating spirit would come in a matter which would take 
two months to finish may be finished within a fortnight. So I would appeal 
to the Hon’ble Minister, I would appeal to the members on the other side 
with this suggestion that this is not tlie time when we should continue a 
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Bill of a character like this aver trlaicli there is same feeHn^. And when 
we find there is a gesture from the Chief Minister for a rapprochement with 
the Hindus for ^n amicable settlement in Bengal, is it the time to debate 
a Bill like this? Bather I would expect that an implementation of that 
assurance of that gesture would be indicated b.y actual action. 

This is not the time for continuing a Bill of this particular character 
over which every one knows there is a very strong feeling on this side of 
the House, and tvhen the other House has been prorogued we are feeling 
rather lonely. It may perhaps be thought that hereby we shall be given 
an opportunity for extending the hours of sitting of this Hotise, but, Sir, 
if one is really intent upon taking time no amount of extension of hours 
wull help in the least. I w’ould therefore again repeat my appeal as well 
as my question as to whether the Ministry cannot now agree to the adjourn- 
ment of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill is unfortunately not present in the House. So, I do not 
think I should assume to myself the responsibility of making anj commit- 
ment in this matter, but I can say this much that if the Bill will take about 
two months if continued under present circumstances, hut that if the House 
is prorogued now and meets after two months and takes up the Bill again, 
if in that case the Leader of the Opposition is prepared to give an under- 
taking that alter re-assemhly in the next session the Bill can be taken up 
and disposed of within a fortnight then certainly Oovernment will seriously 
consider the question of prorogation of this House so that when we meet 
next we shall meet -^j-ith the prospect of getting the Bill passed in fourteen 
days’ time. If he is prepared to give that definite assurance, then certainly 
we are prepared to agree or to accede to the request of the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Secondly, so far as the (juestion of constitutional changes being likely 
to take place is concerned, we do not know what the future holds for us. 
The Leader of the Opposition has made certain references to what might 
happen if the declaration of His Majesty’s Government does not satisfy all 
the parties or elements in the country*. But, Sir, we cannot go on the basis 
of hypothesis and simply because there are impending constitutional changes 
we cannot allow matters to stagnate in this province. We have got to go 
forward, take up progressive schemes. Mo in that view of the matter and 
on the basis of the hypothesis that there may be constitutional changes in 
the country we cannot allow legislation to come to a standstill. That is of 
course a matter on which we may differ, but so far as this particular question 
of the prorogation or adjournment of the House is concerned, Government 
will seriously consider this question, provided the Leader of the Opposition 
is sure that when we meet at the next session we^ shall he able to dispose of 
this particular Bill within a fortnight, as lie has hinted. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; The Hon’ble Minister has asked an 
assurance from the Leader of the Opposition. Sir, I have already indicated 
my idea of the ^ thing. The whole thing will really depend upon the state 
of things in the* country after two months. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister wants 
an assurance from me whether if the House is adjourned now for two months, 
the Bill* can be brought forward and finished within a fortnight. Sir, to 
that ray reply is that the Bill can be finished within half the time if both 
communities in this country could come to an amicable understanding; if 
tliere is a rapprochement one can well say, why IP but the Government or 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge would be able to say that he would expect 
the Bill to be expedited as soon as possible, and if good feelings prevail I 
do not think it will be at all impossible to dispose of the Bill in course of a 
fortnight. If, however, the situation becomes unhappy, it will take 1-3 
months instead of 15 days. Sir, the whole thing will depend on the state 
of things which will prevail after the next two months. 



'-vtv XJAJLilj, 


tion in the ooiiutrv/^Sir^'Trannnt*a*^"*'/'tl®^° irrespective of the f 
mutual relationslups r.pon th;\sha;e"tLr 

moofl the whole^Beii^^iT he^in^ mood ar^ it it 13 accepted in a h 

only, any Bills willow why this 

parties in the shortest poN.>ible time Sn‘^/'th*; •'/ ''"tfa 

taken in « true spirit The Hon'lil \i' • / 'h‘"k niy statement woul 
but I may say thaVneithe nu mi nm- 

But I can indicate the tren^of v\v v I .t ^ “".y 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: sir. s., far as the change a 
which the honourable Leader of tl.e Opposition l,as s,,oken. if it hs w 
we also diead to think what wouhl be the eonse(|Uenee and we sineerely I 
that we would be .spared taciufr tltat situation. So far ai the sitiia 
iniproviiif.- IS concerned, no assurance tion, the Leader of the Opposit 
necessary we know that the woik would «o ou it, liarinonv and ly „„i 
j 2 :oo(l will iind 111 that case jiroliahly not oiu' Hill Init, 100 Hill could 
passed 111 one (lay. So assinancc ahoui .sudi situation is not ncceiHs 
Bnt assuming' tins state ot ahairs continues, is the headin' of the Opposi 
prepared to g'lve a g'liaraiitee that he w’ould see to the dispo.sal of this 
within 14 days, if the House is adjourned now!*' 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: 1 think that the Hondde^ Mini.ste 
expecting too much from me. How (*an we give fiim any assurance K V 
let us hope tliat things would come to a hap])ier turn. 


Th© Hon’bl© Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS There are tlirei* ])ossibilit 
First, the situation improving and fuevailing good ridationship for wl 
we all pray. Secondly, situation woi'sening ami, third!), the pre.sent h 
of affairs continuing. So far as the first two are concerned we do not w 
any assurance. It is in the third eonting(uiey — that is if the ])ii‘s(Mit s' 
of affairs continues, then in that rase will lie la* prepared to g(*t throi 
the Bill within 14 daysP I do not want any assurance so far as one 
tw’o are concerned. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I can a.s.ture the Ilojidile Ministei 
one thing and that is that ht-lore I made my statement whatevei' 1 stu 
I have said in consultation with my party and 1 have said that with ulm 
frankness. Of course about one thing, namely, about the status r/wry, 
are of opinion that we do believe that the solution would either be hup] 
or it would be worse. So what I w-aiit to say is this that when a cliai 
is coming very soon, not at a very distant date, what is the good of liasten 
the Bill like this — and a Bill of such an important Consequence, 'l 
continuance of the discussion of this Bill would only accentuate the bit 
feeling of the Opposition. • 

Th© Hon’tole Mr. FAXLUR RAHMAN: Yotf said that the Bill can 
passeii within 14 days if the House is adjourned now ? 

Mr* KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: If the solution of the problem 
happier and happy things come, a Bill like thi.s would be expected to 
passed in less than a fortnight. But it all depends on the shape which 
events of the country are going to mould. But I can say without hesitat 
that it would either be happy or it would be unhappy, the status quo can 
continue. 
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The Thika Tenancy Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. Sir, I beg to present the report 
of tlie Thika Tenailcy Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that was the first item on the agenda but as 
you were absent in the beginning we passed over that item. However, now, 
what about the question of continuing this Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With regard to the question of 
this Bill, what I find is that the session has sat long and the Opposition is 
not in a mood to allow the business of the House to be conducted with 
expedition. Mr. Nahar the other day said that they would be ob.structing 
the passage of the Bill and he also said tliat they would see that the Bill did 
not make any ijrogress. If that be the spirit of the Opposition then we 
would have to meet that contingency and in that case we would have to 
amend the present piocedure so that we may proceed with the Government 
business uninterruptedJy. Tn view of the attitude of the Opposition we 
would have to and we would be justified in introducing the guillotine 
procedure. We would have to introduce those rules in the form of a Bill. 
This is one aspect of the question. 

On the other hand, I understand the Ijeader of the Opposition is express- 
ing a hope that, perhaps in certain circumstances, it may be possible to 
finish the Bill within a fortnight's time if the House adjourns now. In 
view’ of these tilings, the Government does not propose to proceed with the 
Bill further this session and we w’ould request you to adjourn the House 
sine die. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, before you adjourn the 
House I w’ould like to say a few words on this cpiestion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can you? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there is no motion before the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I would express the views 
of this side as regards the prorogation of the House without disposing of 
the present Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 understand, Mr. Hamid ul Huq ChowHlhiiry, that 
the Hon'ble Minister represents the views of your party. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This is my own view. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Your personal view’s? All right. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I cannot iindei-stand the 
present attitude of the Opposition or of the Government. It. was not under- 
stood for a long time that the Bill was of a very controversial nature but 
it was considered to be of a very controversial nature because it attacked 

the vested interests (Mr, Lalit Chandra Das: Address the Chair and 

not us.) I am addressing Mr. President but speaking to the House, and it 
is a well-established convention to do so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it, I cannot follow you. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, on the question of the 
present attitude of the Opposition, when they gave notice of so many amend- 
ments it was quite well understood that the Bill w’as 
because there w’as any communal cleavage in the Bill but because it attacked 
certain vested interests and this question will alw^ays be there. Owners of 
the properties will oppose the Bill tooth and nail whether the Bill is taken 
up today or tomorrow’. The Leader of the Opposition has very rightly put 
it squarely 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, I am 
very sorry to interrupt you but you are going into the merits of the case. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That is what has heeo said. 

Mr. PRESiDEHT: No, no. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Uooai’so wo luivi- wastod a ){ood 
deal ot public* iiioiic\ and it pond deal of our < lUt' in proceeding with the 
Bill in the hope that it wouhl ht* tiiti.slu'd hut ‘ ^►piunp; it like tliis Ifc4ter reach- 
ing a certain stiige in the jiropres.s ot th iull 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 believe. Mr. t'howdhurs, it i.s not a tva.ste hecaiLse 
we have made sonic plogle^s with the Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But, Sir, eveisthinp will lapse 
if the lloihst* IS proiogued. 

I* Mr. PRESIDENT: .Not the Bill; i»nl\ notice of the ;niiendments wdll 
Ihpse; the Bill will roiiiuni. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No cliluse hils heen passed and 
after the iiroiogiitioii of tin* House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* Bill will not hijise. The Bill hits heen inlroduced 
and the i-nnsidci at ion motion lia^ hmm aeei^ptc'd hy Hu* Jlouse. The Bill 
will stand wIh'k* it i.s (‘\ct‘pt that the iinn'mlments to tin* clauses ol the IlilJ 
will have to In* K'jieatt^l piving ire.sh notice .!> the nolii'es ol amendments 
aln'iid;;) givi'ti will lajise with tin pi oi ogiil ion of the House. If the honour- 
able im'mhi'is want In lepe.il the ani(*ndnienl.s th(‘\ will Inive to giv(‘ fresh 
notice. Thid is Hk* jiosition. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; 1 think we slndUmd h.ivt* to nuaist our 
auiendiiu'ntv oi pi\e tlu‘ui aliesli heiaiiM* the Houm*. will he onl,\ adjourned 
and not pior(»pu(‘d and llieicloie tln'x* ann'iidiiH'iiis will I'amlinue to have 
force hecause il will In- an adjoin n men 1. .s//o d n . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Bnl il it Ls jiioiogalioii lln* notices of ainendnieiits 
will la])s(*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thai k ,t dilhuenl thing. Now tlie 
sugpi'slioii (it the Hoit'hh' Mit'i->lri HI fh.iipt' <d thr Bill hcl'orc tin* lloiist' 
and to the Chan i" oiil\ to adiouiii the llmrse .sun dtv. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Let me lake the Honsi* into my 
J*onfidenc*(‘. and s.iy that 1 ha\e not got llie prniopatioii ord(*r o) tin* (lovernor 
It'iih nu* toda\. Tln'ietori* 1 am lecjiie.stinp tin* Chair to ad join n the House 
sin( die and a.s stion as the [iioiopatioii oidei is leeeived the House will stand 
prorogued l)\ a notihc.i f ion oi the ordi*i in tin* Hazel te. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; I .)M, , lain (he Hoii’iih' Minister’s [lonit. Other- 
wise if the House is adjoin n. .1 .s/m dn and it the (lovi'inor’s order of pi'oroga- 
tion is not obtained and notitu'd in the (lazetle it will lead l,o some 
complications. 

So in vi(*w ol tlie statement rnadn h\ the Hoii’lde Minister and hy tlie 
Hon’ble the Leadi'r (d tiie Ojijiosilion I think the lM‘Ht course would lx* to 
adjourn the House .\un die. 

The House now* stands adjonrneil sine die. 

Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned suic die. 
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MEMBEItS ABSENT. 


[12th Mat, 1947 ,] 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 12th 

May, 1947 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

• (2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Syed Pazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

(G) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(8) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(9) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(12) Mr. Gerald Joseph Kuman Hook. 

(Id) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(14) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(15) Mr. Satish ('handra Jana. 

(IG) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(17) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(18) Mr, Syed Abdul Majid. 

(19) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(20) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.i:. 

(21) Klian Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(22) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

( 28 ) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.S.P. 

(24) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

(25) Haji Md. Yusuf, 


WBGP-48/9-1067A-750 




PRINTED BT 
AJIT KDMAJt OHHA. 
SOWSKfNTENDBMT,- government 

-WEST government press, alipore, itoot 


rOAK 












